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Does Your Home Meet Carbon Monoxide Alarm Requirements?

(YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT) Plans Open House to Increase (YOUR TOWN/CITY) Residents’ Awareness of Carbon Monoxide Alarm Safety
(MONTH, DAY, YEAR) – Are carbon monoxide (CO) alarms installed and maintained in your home? How often do you test them? Do you know when your CO alarms should be replaced? What do you do if the CO alarm sounds? If you don’t know the answer to one or more of these questions, you need to attend the open house (Your Town/City) Fire Department is holding on (Date/Time) at (Location). 

Often called the invisible killer, CO is an odorless gas created when fuels burn incompletely. 
“In the home, malfunctioning fuel-burning appliances such as such as furnaces, ranges, water heaters and room heaters can be sources of CO, says (Your Name, Title) of the (Your Fire Department). Vehicles running in an attached garage or generators, or any other equipment that has an engine, running inside a home or in an attached garage, or outside a home near open doors, windows or air intake vents can also produce dangerous levels of CO. 
Proper installation, operation, and maintenance of fuel-burning appliances in the home is the most important factor in reducing the risk of CO poisoning.  Make sure appliances are installed and operated according to the manufacturer's instructions and local building codes. Consumers should have their heating system inspected by a qualified professional and serviced every year to make sure the system is working properly. Inspections should also include checking the exhaust ventilation through checking chimneys, vents and flues.  
Portable generators must be operated outside only. Never operate one inside a home, garage, basement, crawlspace, shed, or in semi-enclosed areas because doing so can also generate lethal carbon monoxide levels. Keep generators at least 20 feet away from the house. Never burn charcoal in fireplaces or barbeque grills inside homes or in semi-enclosed areas.  
The only way to detect CO is with a working CO alarm. “People need to be well educated on the importance of having these alarms, their proper placement, and their maintenance as well as understanding the signs and symptoms of CO poisoning,” says (Your Name).
This event will be fun and informative for people of all ages.  We encourage all (Town/City) residents to stop by to learn how to protect their families from CO. 
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