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SUMMARY OF MEETING:

Mr. King (CPSC) presented the following CPSC staff positions regarding necessary
minimum safety requirements for torchiere style portable floor lamps for general use in
residences and elsewhere by consumers. When unusually high operating temperatures are
generated as a result of using relatively high wattage light bulbs (tubular halogens and
exposed-bulb, up-light incandescents), the requirements listed below are appropriate.

1. Abnormal Operation Test: The proposed test fabric indicator should be 20 layers of
cheesecloth arranged in the wrapped configuration developed by UL. The test pass
criteria should be no ignition of the fabric and no burn hole through any of the layers
of the cheesecloth as a result of exposure to the heat generated by the light source.
During the test, thermal limiting devices should be shunted out of the circuit.

2. Accessibility Probes: A 1-1/2 inch (38 mm) spherical probe should not be able to
penetrate a guard. A 35 mm wide, 10 mm thick flat plate probe should not be able to
contact the bulb glass containment barrier when vertlcally penetrating a guard in any
orientation.

3. Minimum Specifications: For tubular halogen bulbs, 300 watts maximum. For wire
guards used with a tubular halogen bulb rated 300 watts, the minimum distances from
the glass bulb shield to the guard should be 3 inches (75 mm) at the center, tapering
down to 2-3/8 inches (60 mm) at the ends of the glass bulb shield.
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4. Impact Test: The lamp guard required to pass the Abnormal Operation Test should
not be compromised (dislodge, break apart) when the lamp is caused to fall against a
floor surface.

5. Stability: Increase the inclined plane from 8 to 12 degrees. For articulated arm
torchieres, power to the bulb should cease when the lamp is tipped beyond the point
of righting itself, in any direction.

CPSC staff noted that item numbers 1 through 3 above are intended to result in a UL
standard that achieves a level of safety equivalent to existing 300 halogen torchiere lamps
that use the retrofit kit guard developed by industry and implemented through the industry-
CPSC recall program.

UL noted they planned to include the "impact" or "tip-over” test concept in item 4
above as a proposed revision to UL 153. UL will also be working on the development of
items 1,2,3 & 5.



