MEETING LOG

Date of Meeting: October 20, 1995

Location of Meeting: Sheraton Washington

2660 Woodley Road, N.W.
Washington, DC

Log Entry Source: Elizabeth W. Leland, ECP?ﬁW}

Log Entry Date: November 1, 1995

Commission Attendees: Elizabeth W. Leland,-ECPA
301-504-0962

Non-Commission Attendees: Participants at American Gas
Association Workshop (AGA) on CO Detectors
(representatives of about 80 gas utilities)

Summary of Meeting:

Ms. Leland was invited by the American Gas Association (AGA) to
give a presentation on the current status of Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC) activities related to CO detectors.

Ms. Leland presented the following information:

. 0 CPSC CO detector activities take place within the context of

preventing deaths and injuries associated with the use of
household fuel-burning appliances.

o CPSC data indicate that deaths associated with gas-
burning household appliances have shown a decreasing trend
during the 10 years ended in 1992. The Commission staff
still believes that the 212 deaths each year from CO

poisoning associated with the use of household fuel-burning
appliances are preventable.

o CPSC staff are aware that there are sources of CO other than
household fuel-burning appliances, e.g, automobiles, boats,
skating rinks, and small tools and equipment powered by :
gasoline engines. Although CPSC jurisdiction extends only to
household products (not including automobiles), CPSC staff is
trying to begin working with other federal agencies to

alleviate those types of deaths and injuries from products
not under CPSC's jurisdiction.

© There are two aspects of CPSC CO detector activitj ?c&ﬂﬁ@QLYLJq/
prevention and detection. Simply stated, the sta?% s F
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that a strong message of prevention and a reliable detector
with clear instructions to the consumer could help in
preventing deaths and injuries associated with the use of
household fuel-burning appliances.

o CPSC staff believes that consumer confidence in the detector
is essential to consumer safety. Reliability is necessary to
the assurance that a consumer will not dismantle or ignore a
sounding CO detector, because they consider it to be just a
nfalse alarm".

o CPSC staff has participated in the CO Detector Task Force
discussions, talked with interested individuals and
organizations, and commented on preoposed changes to the UL
standard. CPSC staff work on CO detectors is not complete.
Some concerns and guestions remain, namely, the adequacy of
the revised UL 2034 standard (including its stated scope and
the relationship of performance requirements to health
effects of CO and to ambient outdoor levels of CO); the
detectors on market shelves which do not meet the October 1,
1995 requirements of UL 2034; the appropriate information to
give to consumers; and the availability of equipment and
protocols for responders.

o 1In order to gather documented scientific, medical, and
technical data to address its concerns, the Commission will
hold a public hearing on CO detectors on January 23rd and
24th, 1996. The public hearing will focus on the following
topics: health effects of CO exposure; analysis of
unexplained alarm activation; expected levels of CO; CO
detector standards; human factors issues; needs of
responders; and needs of consumers.

o There are gseveral issues pertinent to the use of CO detectors
which are important to resolve. Although these issues focus
directly on the detector, the consumer, and responder,
there are others who must be included in the discussions,
namely, health professionals, standards organizations,
appliance manufacturers, detector manufacturers, building
code organizations, and government agencies.

Copies of the overhead transparencies used by Ms. Leland during
her presentation are attached.
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