
T o p k a , Tanya L. 

From: Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Friday, July 14,2006 2:35 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670237A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
RicharcJ L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e : m a i l : r s t e r n @ c p s c . g o v 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: Topp ing , John C. 
S e n t : F r i d a y , J u l y 14, 2006 8:49 AM 
To: . EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670237A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 4:25 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670237A 

07/13/2006 15:34:32 

Name = Jeff or Kariss Miller 
Address = po box 4004 
City = ramona 
State = California 
Zip = 92065 
Email = 911kariss@cox.net 
Telephone = 760.788.3888 
Name of 'Victim = Greg Kaczur 
•Victim's Address = 
•Victim' s City 
Victim's State = California 
Victim's Zip = 92029 
Victim's Telephone = , • 

Incident Description: Victim sustained moderate chest injury/3 fractured ribs using this 
product and was taken to the local emergency department for treatment. Victim currently 
being monitored by personal physician. Please DO NOT release our information. You are 
welcome to phone or email for any additional info. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 07.05.2006 
Product involved = Wego Inflatable Towable Kite Tube by Sportsstuff Product brand 
name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff/Wego Kite Tube Manufacturer street address = 
1-888-814-8833 Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = ? 
Product involved still available = Yes 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube Date product purchased 
= June 2 006 Name Release = Do not release name 
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c 
Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 2:33 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. S te rn 
A s s o c i a t e D i r ec to r 
Fue l , E l e c t r i c a l & Rec rea t iona l Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
vo ice : , 301-504-7620 
fax : 301-504-0359 
e : m a i l : rstern@cpsc.gov 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sen t : Thursday, Ju ly 13, 2006 10:33 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 8:50 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A 

07/12/2006 18:26:40 

Name = Quinn Eades 
Address = 64 99 N Lakeshore Dr 
City = Shreveport 
State = Louisiana 
Zip = 71107 
Email = qeades@sport.rr.com 
Telephone = 318-309-8507 
Name of Victim = Quinn Eades 
Victim's Address = 5499 N Lakeshore Dr 
Victim's City = Shreveport 
Victim's State = Louisiana 
Victim's Zip = 71107 
Victim's Telephone = 318-309-8507 

Incident Description: I was using the Wego Kite Tube on Cross Lake according to the 
instructions/video. I was about 15 feet off the water and wind hit the tube making it 
EXTREMELY unsteady. I hit the water so hard it knocked the breath out of me. I was in 
severe pain. We took the tube back and deflated it. I had to see a doctor twice. My doctor 
said I probably tore muscle or pulled the cartlidge away from me ribs. This tube is highly 
dangerous and very unsteady. The video never states that. The manual does reference it, 
but to no great degree. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 4 1 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/08/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir 
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product 
involved still available ,= Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date 
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product purchaseci = 05/06 NamV Release = Release name to the maihufacturer and public 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

r 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Friday, July 14, 2006 2:36 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670238A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:50 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670238A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:47 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670238A 

07/13/2006 17:02:55 

Name = Stephen Dilly 
Address = 2125 Palomar Trace Drive 
City = Lexington 
State = Kentucky 
Zip = 40513-1120 
Email = stevedilly@insightbb.com 
Telephone = 859-223-7697 
Name of Victim = Nathan Allen Dilly 
Victim's Address = 2125 Palomar Trace Drive Victim's City ,= Lexington Victim's State = 
Kentucky Victim's Zip = 40513-1120 Victim's Telephone = 859-223-7697 

Incident Description: While riding a Wego kite tube, my son unexpectedly rose to a height 
of about 3 0 feet. The tube then started dipping violently from side to side, flipped 
completely upside down, and threw Nathan to the water with considerable force. Nathan 
landed on his back in the water. He was unable to take a breath for about 45-60 seconds. 
He had to be pulled into the boat and-complained of sharp pain at the T4 veterbrae, 
sternum, and left flank with brusing. We called for an ambulance, which met us at the 
dock. Nathan was fitted with a neck brace, and strapped to a board, and taken to the 
hospital. Oxygen blood levels dropped into the 70's, but rose to the 90's when he was 
given oxygen. Fortunately, there were no broken bones. A cat scan showed blood in the 
kidneys. Nathan was released from the ER the same day. We followed ALL procedures to the 
letter when we used the tube. He, myself, and others had ridden it several times 
previously without incident. The day of the accident, the speed of the boat was at or 
below the 20 mph recommended speed. In my opinion, the tube has two serious flaws: lack 
of stability and lack of visibility. Please give me a call if you need any additional 
information. By the way, when I--contacted the manufacturer, they wanted to only exchange 
the tube for other products. However, the dealer that sold me the tube, Stokley Marine in 
Nicholasville, Ky., immediately offered to give me a complete refund. 
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Victim's age at time of incident =14 
Victim' s sej< = Male 
Date of incicient = 7/10/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Manufacturer: street address = 2125 Palomar Trace Drive Place where manufactured (City and 
State or Cou.ntry) = Product involved still available = No Product model and serial number, 
manufacture date = Date product purchased =6/29/06 Name Release = Release name to the 
manufacturer and public 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Friday July 14, 2006 2:35 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670234A - kite tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:inail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:46 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670234A - kite tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July,13, 2006 4:24 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670234A 

07/13/2006 14:41:00 

Name = Gigi Conway 
Address = 12 844 Howe Road 
City = Fishers 
State = Indiana 
Zip = 46038 
Email = mike.conway@insightbb.com 
Telephone = 317-842-3897 
Name of Victim = Christopher Conway 
Victim's Address = 12844 Howe Road 
Victim's City = Fishers 
Victim's State = Indiana 
Victim's Zip = 46038 
Victim's Telephone = 317-842-3897 

Incident Description: My son rode on a kite tube and came down with the tube, but 
reportly landed on his shoulder and ended up hitting his head on something and was 
diagnosed with a concussion and has memory loss from that day. Seems fine now except for 
continued memory loss of those hours. He was seen at St Vincent Pediatric ER in 
Indianapolis 

Victim's age at time of incident = 14 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/9/06 
Product involved = kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release = 
Release name to the manufacturer and public 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Friday July 14, 2006 2:45 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Co: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670228A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-03-59 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message -
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Thursday, J"uly 13, 2006 1:49 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670228A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 12:48 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670228A 

07/13/2006 10:30:45 

Name = Pam Keach 
Address = 12 06 Maymont Dr. 
City = Murfreesboro 
State = Tennessee 
Zip = 37130 
Email = pamelamatlock@aol.com 
Telephone = 615-494-1441 
Name of Victim = Corinne Neal 
Victim's Address = 1206 Maymont DR. 
Victim's City = Murfreesboro 
Victim's State = Tennessee 
Victim's Zip = 37130 
Victim's Telephone = 615-494-1441 

Incident Description: Middle ear trauma and perforation of ear drum resulting from Wego 
Kite Tube flipping in wind and crashing the victim into the water. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 14 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident =7-2-06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = 6-15-06 Name Release 
= Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 12:31 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: RE: H0670123A ~ kite tube 

There supposed t o be ab le to ge t a refund i f t h a t ' s a l l they w i l l accep t . I ' l l send t h i s 
t o the f irm to f i x . 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Original Message , 
From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 12:30 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: H0670123A -- kite tube 

Is it supposed to be the case that consumers can't get a refund from Sportsstuff if they 
ask for one? 

Original Message 
From: Information Center 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 9:13 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards 
Subject: H0670123A -- kite tube 

Product description: kite tube 
Brand:,Wego 
Model, serial #s, date of mfr: M# 53-5000, DOM unknown 
Manufacturer: Sportsstuff 
Distributor: unkriown 
Dealer: Waterriders.com Premier Pool and Spa State of incident: OR Injury description: 
severe headache 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

5'5" tall, 1401b. 16 year old son was on kite tube being pulled by a boat going 
approximately 15-18 MPH. Son was approximately 10-12' in the air when a gust of wind 
caused, kite tube to become unstable. Son and kite tube began fluttering from right to 
left vigorously. Son fell into the water on his right side causing a bruise on his 
right thigh. 16 year old son also experienced soreness to his chest area and torso. Rx 
at home. 

5'6" tall, 2001b. 13 year old son was on kite tube being pulled by boat going 
approximately 17-20 MPH. Youngest son was tubing on the water when a gust of wind caused 
him to fly approximately 4' 
up in the air. Son flipped down into the water. Son experienced severe headache. Rx 
at home. 

7/9/2006 5'5", 155 lb consumer was on kite tube being pulled by a boat going 
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•approximately 12-14 MPH. Consumer was approximately -10' in the air when the boat turned 
causing kite tube to become unstable and consumer to fall into the water. The impact of 
the water caused consumer to experience pain to her left shoulder and left side of her ' 
face. Rx at home. Consumer discontinued use of kite tube. 

7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the incident to rep., (name 
unknown). Rep., offered consumer packages of other manufacturer products to equal the 
value of the kite tube. Consumer declined offer. Consumer requested a refund. Rep., 
told consumer that there was nothing else they could do. Rep., also told consumer that 
if she wants her money back she would have to contact the dealer where she purchased the 
product. 

7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the dealer and explained the incident to rep., (name 
unknown). Rep., offered consumer other products and told her that they were not offering 
refunds. 

If you Wish to view the entire document, click on the link: file://P:\CPSCPRIV\PDFDOCS 
\IPIl\2006\q3\H70123.pdf 
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i CONStJirifiR PRODUCT INCIDENT 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

REPORT 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Region: EASTERN 

(WORK) 

ST ZIPCODE 

ST ZIPCODE ' 

^iMmkmssmmi^S^^ 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
170 lb., 6' tall, son was riciing the kite tube while being pulled 
b'y a jet ski, at about 3 0 to 3 5 miles per hour. Per son's 
- cont -

6. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
06/01/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 17 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
water kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportstuff Inc. 
unknown I S S U E 4 1 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 8 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Cope Marine 
unknown 
O'fallon, IL 
618-632-6353 

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 02/11/2006 AGE 4 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
"adult supervision" 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19 •MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 
2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 

07/13/2006 
2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 

myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCtJMENT NO. 
H0670119A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/13/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT ' Region: EASTERN 

H0670119A 

Narrative Cont:inuec3 

description, the tube was lifted approximately 9 to 15' in the 
air, where it became inverted, slamming him onto the water. Son 
was taken to shore. After returning home, son started coughing 
up blood with severe back pain. 

(same day) Consumer took son Union Hospital in Terre Haute, IN, 
where a CT scan and an MRI was performed. Physician reviewed and 
son had sustained a mild concussion, bruising to lung, bruising 
to spleen and a possible fracture to T8 vertebra, which was later 
ruled out. Physician issued son with pain medication. Consumer 
was kept for 2 nights and was later discharged. Per physician, 
advised son 3 months of no contact sports. 

Consumer f e e l s 

D i s t r i b u t o r 

t h e wa te r t ube 

P h o n e # : 

p r e s e n t s a s e r i o u s i n j u r y ha: z a r d . 

CPSC S o u r c e : DIRECTORY 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

:s,_ 

(WORK) 
518-696-4753 

ST ZIPCODE 

4b.INCIDENT CITY ST . ZIPCODE 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube may be uncier r e c a l l for CAP NR#06-210. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
I N C I D E N T ( S ) 

06/18/2006 

7. IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 33 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
two compound fractures in neck 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
victim 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 1 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12,MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/11/2006 AGE 7 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/13/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670118A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/13/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT ' Region: EASTERN 

H0670118A 

Narrative Cont:inued 
Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of personal injury. 

5'9" tall, 180 lb victim was riding on kite tube being pulled by a 
boat at approximately 3 0 MPH when he went up in the air (height 
unknown) and fell off of it. Victim landed in the water and 
injure his neck. 

6/19/2006 The following day victim went to Evergreen Health Clinic 
in Corinth, NY where he was examined and treated by physician 
(name unknown) for a fractured neck. Physician told victim that 
his neck was fractured in two places. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: INTERNET 
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Topka,Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Friday, July 14, 2006 5:29 PM 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A - Kite Tube 

Here's one of unknown brand. Shall I assign it? 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2 006 4:54 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670252A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
Prom: "Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2 005 1:49 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A 

07/14/2006 09:59:52 

Name 
Address =. 
City = 
State = Ohio. 
Zip = 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim ' s State = Oh' 
Victim's Zip = 4503 
Victim's Telephone 
Incident Description: I was injured this past Sunday (7-9-06) while riding a Kite Tube at 
Norris Lake in Tennessee. During the course of riding the Kite Tube it lifted off the 
water, at which time I lost control of the tube itself. The Kite Tube began to swing back 
and forth then flipped over causing me to lose my grip on the-handles. I was thrown into 
the water and the next thing I felt was a snap in my left knee. I have been seen by an 
orthopedic surgeon here locally in Cincinnati (Beacon Orthopedics), had X-rays and and 
MRI, and discovered I suffered a torn Medial Collateral Ligament in my left knee. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 3 9 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7-9-06 
Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Unkonwn Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = No Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release = 
Release name to manufacturer only 
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CONSbiiER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT ^- Region: WESTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . EMAIL ADDJIESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

(WORK) 

ST 
MN 

ST 

MN 

ZIPCODE 
56308 

ZIPCODE 

56308 

5 . D E S C R I B E IIJCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
I N C I D E N T ( S ) 

06/27/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 17 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9.DESCRIPTIOJN OF PRODUCT 
10'kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sporttsuff Wego Kite Tube 
unknown I S S U E 4 1 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# 53-5000 DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Stubs Marine 
unknown 
Alexandria, MN 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/27/2006 AGE 1 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17,HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
maybe 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
NO 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 
2 6 , D A T E RECEIVED 

07/13/2006 
2 1 , R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 

myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 , D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670111A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/13/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

PI 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 
r 

Region: WESTERN 

H0670111A 

Narrative Continued 
180 lb., 6'1 tall, consumer was riding the kite tube while being 
pulled by boat at no more than 20 miles per hour, when a gust of 
wind lifted the kite tube approximately 45 to 50' up in the air, 
and turning the kite tube to its side. Consumer was "shot down" 
into the water. Consumer experienced temporary loss of breath 
and began bleeding from his mouth and nose. Consumer rested on 
boat to regain breath while in severe pain. Consumer returned 
back home. 

The following c3ay, consumer visited Douglas County Clinic where ER 
staff performed a CT scan and an x-ray. Physician, Dr. 
Dittburner, reviewed the CT scan and x-ray and determined 
consumer sustained a partially collapsed and punctured lung with 
a bleb of air that was squeezed out. Physician scheduled 
consumer f follow-up CT scan and advised consumer to stay off his 
feet. Consumer was discharged same day. 

06/29/2006 Consumer suddenly started coughing up blood. 

06/29/2006 Consumer visited ER at Douglas County Hospital where ER 
physician. Dr. Begheler, reviewed CT scan, performed by ER staff, 
where he determined consumer experienced increased air around 
lung and a lot of internal bruising. Consumer was given 
medication by IV. Physician explained that if the air does not 
subside, they will need to have it surgically removed. Consumer 
was dischargecd same day. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 



CONSUiyiER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

^IMBBff lKBS^^^^ ' ' 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b , I N C I D E N T CITY 

(WORK) 

ST 
OH 

ST 

OH 

It 
ZIPCODE 

45873 

ZIPCODE 

45873 

5,DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube is uncier recall for CAP NR# 06-210. 

cont 

6,. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
07/08/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 28 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken right ankle 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sprotsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 1 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15,PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 07/04/2006 AGE 4 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with relative 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 0.DATE RECEIVED 
07/13/2006 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 , D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670112A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 , E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/13/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

^53 



CONSUiyiER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670112A 

Narrative Continued. 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

Consumer was being pulled behind a boat on kite tube when a gust 
of wind came along causing him to go 30' in the air and loose 
control. Consumer and kite tube began spinning out of control 
until consumer was dumped into the water feet first. Consumer 
injured his right ankle. 

7/8/2006 Consumer v,/ent to the ER at Defiance regional medical 
center in Defiance, OH where he was examined and treated by 
physician (name unknown) for a broken ankle. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: INTERNET 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:34PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670201A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer PrCsduct Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 10:22 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670201A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12,20069:00AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670201A 

07/11/2006 22:32:58 

Name = 
Address 
City =• 
State 
Zip = 28023 
Email = lj 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address =| 
North Carolina Victim's Zip 

China Grove Victim's State fe Victim's City 
28023 Victim's Telephone 

Incident Description: My son, I^HlMHMi^PHI&i,...J^• .'JUPttf" suffered a broken neck (c-7) on 
Sun., July 9, 2006 while using theWEGOSKI KITE. A wind gust suddenly took my son to a 
height of around 40-50 feet and crashed him with an extreme velocity to tlie water. He 
came up coughing up blood and in extreme pain. He was rushed to the hospital where he 
suffered internal injuries and a serious neck fracture. He had blood in his urine with 
contusions to both lungs and kidneys. The neck fracture is stable, however, he is 
expected to have a long recovery. The product is owned by friends. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 21 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7-9-06 
Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = WEGO 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release 
= Do not release name 

S^^ 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

r 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:43 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670180A - Kitetube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 3:44 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0570180A - Kitetube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 8:22 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. , 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670180A 

07/10/2006 20:11:03 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 56308 
Email 
Telephone =. 
Name of Victim =' 
Victim's Address 
Minnesota Victim's Zip 

Incident Description: While using the Wego Kitetube Tyler was violently thrown into the 
water from an estimated height of 15 to 2 0 feet the boat speed was approximately 15 mph. 
He landed on his back and was unable to respond for approximately 30 to 45 seconds. He 
was unable to stand and was in very severe pain. We took him to the emergency room of our 
local hospitol and x-rays and CT scan and lab work. He did have blood in his urine and 
all other tests came back normal. He had very large bruses on his lower back from the 
impact. I believe that the speed of the boat in thier demonstration video in excess of 
the speed they recomend for the Kite tube. He was unable to get out of bed for 36 hours 
and after that amount of time he started to feel better. He still has some discomfort in 
his left rib area and lower back pain. We watched and followed the manufacturers D'VD. 
This product is very unsafe and even on calm days without a gust of wind is very 
unpredictable. We are very thankful that Tyler is doing as well as he is but I fear for 
the people who purchase and use this kitetube not knowing the dangers that it presents. 
If any further information is needed from us feel free to contact me Lee Ostendorf at work 

r. SW Victim's City 
Telephone = 

Alexandria Victim's State = 

Home 3 Thank-you for your help. Regards 

Victim's age at time of incident = 15 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


( - ( • • 

victim's sex = Male -' '•--
Date of incrident = 6-27-06 
Product involved = Wego Kitetube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = Sportstuff Inc. 11213 E Circle. Suite A Omaha, NE 68137 . 
Place where, manufacitured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available 
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 
06-24-06 Name -Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

^:?'7 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:32 PM 
Topka,.Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670192A - WEGO Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov-

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2 006 10:07 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L.' 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670192A - WEGO Kite Tube 

Original Message -
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:00 AM' ' : 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670192A 

07/11/2006 15:12:49 

Name = , 
Address 
City 
State 
Zip = 2846 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = (, 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip = 28146 
Victim's Telephone 

Incident Description: Crashed into water on SportsStuff Away WEGO Kite tube. One second I 
was about 5 ft off wather, next I was 20-i- feet and unstable. I am significantly bruised 
from waist down, torn muscles in both legs. When I hit, I was unconscious for almost 10 
min and suffered from memory loss. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 45 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7/4/2006 
Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Morganton, NC Name 
Release = Do not release name 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:43 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670156A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2 006 2:22 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670156A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 9:01 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670156A 

07/09/2006 23:29:36 

Name 
Address = 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 
Email = « 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Addres 
Victim's City 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip = 55331 
Victim's Telephone 

Incident Description: Sportstuff WEGO Flying tube becomes unstable dropping victim from 
the air in an unpredictable manner causing injury. 

Victim's age at time of incident =18 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/7/2006 
Product involved = Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Cir Suite A Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product involved still 
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Flying Tube Date 
product purchased = Jan 2 006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

65? 
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r"- c 
Topka , T a n y a L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Wednesday July 12, 2006 7:37 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670118A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. , 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 1:02 PM ' 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670118A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 3:00 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670118A 

07/07/2006 13 :01:12 

Name = 
Address = 
City 
State 
Zip = 50129 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 50129 
Victim's Telephone 

Incident Description: I bought the Wego Kite tube in May. I watched the video 
several times, and I also read the directions that, came with the tube. I took 
the tube out for the second time on 6/4/06. 

We started with the 4 5 foot rope that the recommend for beginners according to the 
video. I was only on the tube a few minutes' when-I started to see some of the safety 
problems. The first problem I saw that when the tube goes into the takeoff position ( 
lifts off the water at a 45 degree angle) the rider can no longer see the boat and the 
boat can no longer see the rider. The tube is ten foot across and with the rider sitting 
on the very back of the tube, they are totally hidden. The second problem is that any 
crosswind sends the tube out of control. It will not land even and will flip over in mid 
flight. 

I was on the Wego Kite tube for about three minutes when I thought the tube was 
getting out of control. I tried to signal the boat to stop but they could not see or hear 
me. I tried to extend my body to get above the line of site of the tube, but this made the 
tube fly even higher. When the tube went up it flipped over and slammed me back to the 

6^/0 
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v;'ater. It happened so fast tn-at I do not even know how I hit"'the water. After a second in 
the water my left leg started to hurt. I ran my had down my leg and I was sure that my led 
was broke at the femur. I was taken by ambulance to the hospital. The hospital confirmed 
that I had a spiral fracture of the left femur (shattered from three inches below the hip 
down to two inches above the knee). I had a rod and pins put in to stabilize the leg. I 
also required 2 units of blood the day after surgery and another 2 unit's the next day. 
After eight days in the hospital I was released . The Doctor said that my recovery will 
take about four months. 

In my opinion this tube is dangerous and should not be sold. There is no way to 
control the tube when it leaves the water.,The second concern is the communication 
between the boat and the person on the tube. 

Thank You, 

Victim's age at time of incident = 3 1 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/4/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportssuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = 5/12/06 Name Release 
= Release name to manufacturer only 

6// 



Topka, Tanya L. 

C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Monday, July 17, 2006 9:19 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 4:54 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A - Kite Tube 

Original Message--
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 1:49 PM 
To: Emerging, Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A 

07/14/2006 09:59:52 

Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Zip = 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address = 7736 Turtle Hollow 
Victim's City = Maineville 
Victim's State = Ohio 
Victim's Zip = 45039 
Victim's Telephone = 513-899-4829 

Incident Description: I was injured this past Sunday (7-9-06) while riding a Kite Tube at 
Norris Lake in Tennessee. During the course of riding the Kite Tube it lifted off the 
water, at which time I lost control of the tube itself. The Kite Tube began to swing back 
and forth then flipped over causing me to lose my grip on the handles. I was thrown into 
the water and the next thing I felt was a snap in my left knee. I have been seen by an 
orthopedic surgeon here locally in Cincinnati (Beacon Orthopedics), had X-rays and and 
MRI, and discovered I suffered a torn Medial Collateral Ligament in my left knee. 

Victim's age at time of incident =39 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7-9-06 
Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Unkonwn Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = No Product 

7 
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i. c: c 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release 
Release, name to manufacturer only 

^ / / 



Topka, Tanya L. 

c 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Monday, July 17, 2006 9:18 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670255A - Kite Tube 

************** ************************************* 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstermScpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 20O6 8:38 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: I n g l e , Robin L. 
Subjec t : FW: I n t e r n e t Form Complaint - Doc #I0670255A - Kite Tube 

-----Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2 0O6 2:38 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. -
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670255A 

07/14/2006 13:42:53 

Name = 
Address = 
City 
State 
Zip = 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's Zip = 84025 Victim's Te 

Victim's State Utah 

Incident Description: I took my family to Willard Bay, UT for a day of wake boarding and 
kite tubing. My 18 year old son4HH^was riding the Kite Tube when a gust of wind shot 
^j^^m^up in the air about thirty feet out of ray rear view mirror. I immediately cut power 
to the engine as was my practice whenever the tube would start to rise abruptly or swerve 
from right to left. He veared to the right and the kite tube inverted and dove head first 
into the water. My wife and the spotters on the boat screamed. We immediately circled to 
P̂ '-̂ *̂iWHfe°̂ *- ^^ ^^^ water. When we got to him he was disoriented and dazed. We pulled 
him out of the water and began asking him questions to see if he was ok. It took SBBBJgr 
about 45 minutes to regain all him memory. He remembered going high into the air and 
thinking this is bad, and that is all he remembered. The next morning Mike's neck and 
head were very sore, but he was ok. Before we used the kite tube for the first time we 
read all the instructions and watched the dvd that was included. As the driver of the 
boat It has always been my practice to reduce engine speed whenever the kite tube would go 
too high or swirve to the right or left. I consider myself a very good driver. I also 
have at least two designated spotters. Most of my teenage children, myself and my wife 
have had successful flights on the Kite Tube, but on this particular day all the 
preparation and safety precautions made little difference. I realized that this product 

^ ^ / 
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as fun as it was, has a terrijDle downside to it. We haven't used the Kite Tube since that 
day and we are grateful that we came away without any more serious 
injury. I atn glad to hear that SportsStuff is recalling the product and I plan on 
turning mine in immediately. 

Victim's age at tine of incident = 18 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/17/2006 
Product involved = WEGO KITE TUBE 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SPORTSSTUFF Manufacturer street-address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = MAY-2006 Name Release 
= Release name to manufacturer only 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Monday July 17, 2006 9:18 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670258A • KiteTube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stem 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern®cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:42 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670258A - KiteTube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 4:14 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis,R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670258A 

07/14/2006 14:27:20 

Name 
Address = 
City 
State 
Zip = 83642 
Email 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 83642 
Victim's Telephone =J 

Incident Description: On Saturday July 8th 2006 Lisa was riding on a SportsStuff Wego KITE 
Tube on Saturday at Owyhee Resevoir. After about 1 minute she was trown from it. She 
sustained a broken back and 3 broken ribs 

Victim's age at time of incident = 3 7 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 07/08/2006 
Product involved = SportsStuff Wego KITE Tube Product brand name/manufacturer = 
SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = ??? 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaho, Neb Product involved still 
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite tube Date 
product purchased = ?? 
Name Release = Do not release name 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

r 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Friday, July 14, 2006 2:33 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message-
From: Topping, John C. • 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 10:33 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A - Kite Tube 

^̂ Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 8:50 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A 

07/12/2006 18:26:40 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 71107 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City =i 
Victim's State = Louisiana 
Victim's Zip = 71107 
Victim's Telephone ,=1 

Incident Description: I was using the Wego Kite Tube on Cross Lake according to the 
instructions/video. I was about 15 feet off the water and wind hit the tube making it -
EXTREMELY unsteady. I hit the water so hard it knocked the breath out of me. I was in 
severe pain. We took the tube backhand deflated it. I had to see a doctor twice. My doctor 
said I probably tore muscle or pulled the cartlidge away from'me ribs. This tube is highly 
dangerous and very unsteady. The video never states that. The manual does reference it, 
but to no great degree. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 41 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/08/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir 
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product 
involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date 

^ / ^ 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


product purchased = 05/06 NamWRelease = Release name to the rhSnufacturer and public 

^ ^ ^ 
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From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Wedrnesday, July 05, 2006 12:31 PM 

To: Ingle,. Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: FW: Kite tube Incident at Indian lake 

Attachments: Kite tude incident I.L..doc 

Here's another incident in Ohio, occurred 7/03. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius(g).cpsc.gov 

From: Gogle, Nancy [mailto:Nancy.Gogle@dnr.state.oh.us] 
Sent : Wed 7/5/2006 11:13 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Kite tube Incident at Indian lake 

Dennis, 

This was a notification that an incident occurred. Do you want a copy ofthe full report when I get it in a couple of weeks? 

Noyncy M. Qo^ley 

phone: 614-265-6615 

fax:614-267-8883 

Original Message 
From: Doncyson, Todd 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 9:20 AM 
To: Quinn, Mike 
Cc: Wisse, John; McGarity, William; Gogle, Nancy 
Subject: FW: Kite tube Incident at Indian lake 

Original Message 

From: Trump, Brett 

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 3:48 PM 

To: Sams, Brenda; Doncyson, Todd 

7/5/2006 

mailto:Nancy.Gogle@dnr.state.oh.us


c 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Watercraft 
Wapakoneta Field Office 

Critical Info: 

Date Occurred: July 3, 2006 

Time Occurred: 12:40pm 

Location: Indian Lake State Park 

Nature of Incident: Kite Tube Incident 

Officer: T. Martin / P. Angelas 

VICTIM 
Name: 
DOB: 
Age: 23 
Sex: Male 
City of Residence: Columbus Area 
Type of Injuries: Face Bruise / Blood in Urine 

Divisional Response: Dispatched Logan S.O. 

Agencies Involved: Parks / Watercraft/ Lake View EMS / Logan County S.O. 

Media: None at this time 
Adequate Resources: Yes 

Comments: Park officials felt this would not be a critical incident. Watercraft 
Officers went to the hospital to see the extent of his injuries before making that 
determination. Officer Martin and Angelas took statements at the hospital. Officer 
Martin reported to me that the extent ofthe injuries was bruising ofthe right side of 
the face and blood in urine. They seemed to believe that J| | |Pwould be treated and 
released. A critical incident was not called in. Officers will be meeting with the 
operator of the watercraft tomorrow for issuance of citations. 

Brett A Trump 

^^0 



r w: iniemex r o r m »^ompiaini - u o c Tfiy^/vvA'+n. Fage 1 ot 2 

Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Boog, Jerome R. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:04 PM 

To: Ross, Robin M.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A 

Robin/Tanya 

I spoke with the complainant whom is the father of the 19 year old victim. He owns Shamrock Marina in Tower, MN and is a 
distributor ofthis product. He had the Wego Model# 53-500 kit tube. They had used the item about six times on different lakes in 
Minnesota. On 6-25-2006 they were on Man Trap Lake near St. Cloud, MN. They were pulling his son behind a boat at about 30 
MPH. He said a gust ofwind came up and pull the kit tube suddenly upwards to about 20'. The boy lost control and fell off into 
the lake. The force was so violent that he severed his aorta. He was rushed to hospital and is expected to make a 100% 
recovery. The fattier said everyone that has used this product has injured himself. 

I will attempt to get up to Tower, MN either this week or early next week to examine the suspect kite tube. 

Jerry Boog 

From: Ross, Robin M. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 4:13 PM 
To: Boog, Jerome R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A 

Please follow up asap. Scott is on leave until Monday. 

Thanks 

Robin M. Ross 
Supervisory Investigator 
262-662-2583 
262-662-2593 fax 
262-366-0144 cell 
rross(gcpsc.gov 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Mon 7/3/2006 11:21 AM 
To: Ross, Robin M.; Ault, Eric B. 
Cc: Boog, Jerome R.; Putz, Scott W. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A 

As with all these kite tube incidents, please get the preliminary details via telephone and email all to Tanya 
Topka ASAP. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell #202-595-4619 
dblasius(g!cpsc.gQY 

7/5/2006 
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Frbm: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Mon 7/3/20O6 10:01 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A 

This is the 6th one today so same drill. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

Original Message 
From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:47 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 7:59 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A 

07/02/2006 17:34:47 

Name = 
Address 
City = Tower 
State = Minnesota 
Zip = 55790 
Email = I 
Telephone 
Name of 'Victim = 
•Victim's Address = J 
Victim's City = Tower 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip % 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: Wego Kite tube accident. Gust of wind caused lose of control. Fall from 20' at approx 30 MPH 

Victim's age at time of incident =19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/25/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite tube marketed by Sportsstuff Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff Kite Tube Manufacturer street 
address = 11213 E Circle Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska Product involved still available = 
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = model 53-500 Date product purchased = June 2006 Name Release = Do not release 
name 

7/5/2006 (^S2 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 11:01 AM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A - Tube kite 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: T o p p i n g , John C. 
S e n t : Wednesday , J u l y 05, 2006 10 :56 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW:. Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A Tube kite 

--Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2 006 8:56 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A 

07/04/2006 22:51:21 

Name = 
Address ,= 
City = 
State =• 
Zip = 52 8 06 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 52722 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: My brother in law, Scott Olderog, was using a tube kite at 
approximately 25 ft above water when he lost control (the tube turned in the 
air) and lost grip. He fell to the water and was knocked unconscious for several minutes. 
Luckily, two nurses were watching and helped (along with several others) to stabilize him 
while we attempted to contact the ambulance. He is currently in the intensive care unit 
for observation of a broken blood vessel in his brain. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 3 0 
Victim's sex = Male '' 
Date of incident = 7/4/06 
Product involved = Tube kite 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = unknown 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = unknown Product involved still 
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = unknown at this time 
Date product purchased = on ebay, June 2006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer 
only 

^53 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 11:01 AM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A - Kite Tube 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: T o p p i n g , John C. 
S e n t : Wednesday, J u l y 0 5 , 2006 10 :52 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I067005 9A Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05,20068:55AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A 

07/04/2006 16:06:41 

Name 
Address 
City = i 
State 
Zip = 960 
Email =41 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip = 96'0' 
Victim's Telephone 

Incident Description: Slightly windy day with Wego Kit Tube on Whiskeytown Lake in 
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area in Northern California. 
Travelling about 35mph, kit tube caught a gust of air and reached a height of about 30 or 
35ft. Remained stable for a few moments and then suddenly flipped over, I let go to fall 
and started falling back towards the water. A gust of wind caught the kite tube and it 
swung between me and the water and I landed on it then the water. I immediately felt pain 
in my leg and thought maybe it was a dislocated hip. After a car ride to the ER, sitting 
in the ER for 2 hours, and finally getting X-Rays I was told I'd broken my hip. 
(Displaced Femoral Neck) which is a major trauma and I had to have surgery that same 

night. (Surgery involved placing [3] 4" long bolts into my hip) I'm not able'to walk on 
it for 3 months, after which point it will have healed, or it will not have healed 
properly and I'll have to have another surgery with a full hip replacement. All of the 
nurses and doctors were shocked that at 2 0 I'd broken my hip and said t;he force of the 
impact must have been extreme. They checked for (but didn't find, luckily) internal 
bleeding of my organs. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 2 0 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/12/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir 
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE Product involved 
still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube 



Date produ-Ct purchased = 6/1/06 Name Release = Release name to- manufacturer only 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:18 PM ^ 

To: Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Kite tube IDIs (060621 HCCI 594) 

Importance: High 

I just got through to Chris Huebner at NC Wildlife Resources Commission this morning. He verified that he added that the kite 
tube is a Wego brand kite tube to his report based on what the investigator told him the safety warning was on the tube. The 
warning read something to the effect of "Don't fly any higher than you care to fail". He gave me the investigator's number and 1 
left a message. I already have the investigation report from NCWRC (provided by Dennis). 

Steve Mele 

From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 11:54 AM 
To: Dobbins, Allen C; Poyer, Julie A.; Mele, Stephen V. 
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Subject: FW: Kite tube IDIs 

Please see the note below from Dennis Blasius concerning giving these assignments priority. 

060609HCC1577 - Sue Gabriel 
060619HCC2607 - DuWayne Kapelis 
060620HCC2617 - Just transferred to Helen's team as we have learned that the incident occurred in GA, not 
OH. 
060621HCC1594 - Steve Mele 
060703HBB2659/2660 - Just assigned to Julie's team this morning. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10:38 AM 
To: Nava, Frank J.; Ault, Eric B. 
Subject: Kite tube IDIs 

Hi guys. These IDIs are very high priority. Only one has been completed since we began assigning them two 
weeks ago, although some ofthe investigators have given Tanya Topka the quick summary update we 
asked for. 

We need these IDIs just as soon as you can get them completed. As I check the status of these in IFS, few 
have any investigator progress comments so it is a little difficult to offer assistance, but in some cases we 
are waiting on official reports, etc. Please let the investigators know that if they run into any roadblocks, I'm 
more than willing to assist in any way possible. 

Some of these IDIs have 45 day target dates- this just isn't going to work if we want these field 
investigations to impact any corrective action that might be being considered. I know there are many 
obstacles... but what can we do to get these completed IDIs very, very quickly? 

Dennis 

7/5/2006 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 11 ;27 AM 

To: Ault, Eric B.; Nava, Frank J. 

Cc: Cave, Carol J.; Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: Kite tube incidents 

Importance: High 

Attachments: FW Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A - Tube kite.msg; FW Internet Form Complaint - Doc 
#I0670059A - Kite Tube.msg 

We had two more very serious injury incidents (CA and IA) reported this morning. I am fonA/arding the 
incident details so that you can have an investigator follow-up ASAP, today if possible. The actual IDI 
assignments will be made by EPI, no need to create duplicate assignments in IFS. 

Can we contact the consumers or family by telephone and obtain the following: 

• What model were they on (Wego Kite Tube or the Manta Ray from Sevylor?) 
• Where/when did they purchase the product? 
• What was their understanding ofthe warnings (did they read them) and the danger involved? 

Confirm reporting regarding the following: 
• Age of victim and how much experience they had with product before injury 

• Location of incident 
• Speed of boat at time of incident 
• Summary of accident scenario 
• injuries 

Please email Tanya Topka, Robin Ingle and me with these details as soon as you can. Provide the 
completed IDI as quickly as is practical, but the above information will give Tanya enough to keep the case 
moving. 

A little more background: There are two known manufacturers we are currently aware of. The Wego Kite 
Tube sells for approximately $500 and is made by Sportstuff Inc., 11213 E. Circle, #A, Omaha, NE, ph. 
#402-592-9085. It is a circular red, yellow and black tube. 

sellsJor $400-500 and is made b y | H ( | H f t M i M l i i l W ^ ^ S i M H P W ^ , Los 

Call or email me if you have any questions and thanks for all your help. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius(a).cpsc.gov 

7/5/2006 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday, July 10, 2006 12:20 PM . 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670156A 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 9:01 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670156A 

07/09/2006 23 :29:36 

Name 
Address = 
City 
State 
Zip = 553 
Email 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: Sportstuff WEGO Flying tube becomes unstable dropping victim from 
the air in an unpredictable manner causing injury. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 1 8 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/7/2006 
Product involved = Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Cir Suite A Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product involved still 
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Flying Tube Date 
product purchased = Jan 2006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 



Topka, Tanya L. 

r; 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday, July 10, 2006 12:17 PM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670143A ~ Sports Stuff Air Pump 

Here's a new and different complaint about Sports Stuff. 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 9:01 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, "Maria L. , 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670143A 

07/08/2006 13:27:33 

Name = 
Address = 
City 
State = 
Zip = 55123 
Email 
Telephone =•'• 
Name of Victim' = 
Victim's Address 
Minnesota Victim's Zip 

Lm's City 
55123 Victim's Telephone 

Lctim's State 

Incident Description: Operating air pump in deflation mode when pump head exploded. A 
portion of the pump head struck victim's left eye causing loss of intra- ocular bleeding 
and complete loss of vision. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 47 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 07/03/2006 
Product involved =2.5 psi Electric Pump Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff 
Manufacturer street address = unknown - 1-888-814-8833 Place where manufactured (City and 
State or Country) = Made in China Product involved still available = Yes Product model and 
serial number, manufacture date =2.5 psi electric pump; Model 57-1504; Date 0104 Date 
product purchased = 2 0 04 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

^5? 



topka, Tanya L. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:44 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: Fw: Tube Kiting Incident 

Marc J. Sc±ioem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations, 
301-504-7520 - work ' 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Mon Jul 10 11:45:27 2006 
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident 

FYI. 

We,really should get Tim McGraw's wife to be a spokesperson for our anti-kite tubing 
message. :-) 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:33 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

There was an article in the latest People Magazine and his accident was mentioned. After 
his mishap he could not get out of bed for a couple of days. 

Mary 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:28 AM 
To: Kroh, Mary A. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

No, we were not aware of that, but that is of great interest to us. Did you happen to see 
a news story on it? 

6SoT) 



'Thank you. 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:26 AM 
To: Wolfson, ,Scott; J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

Are you aware that Tim McGraw the country music singer, recently had a tube kiting, 
accident? 

Mary, Kroh 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 4:14 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: FW: Heads up ~ two KT cases on same lake - Update (060706HBB1616) 

Attachments: Kite Tube Short.mpg 

I conducted an interview with the complainant/victim today at his office and also just completed a brief telephone interview with the 
owner of the boat. I obtained the following information: 
Victim's age: 40 YOM 
Incident location: Raleigh, NC (Falls Lake) 
The kite tube is a Wego brand kite tube. The victim provided a short video clip of the kite tube (taken a week or two prior to the 
incident) which is attached to this email. The video confirms that this is a Wego kite tube. The victim was the only person on the 
kite tube at the time of the incident. 
He stated that the tow rope is 65 feet long that was the section where it was hooked up at the time of the incident. He and the 
boat owner both said and that it came new with the new Kite tube that his friend (boat owner) purchased on ebay just before 
memorial day week-end. The boat owner confirmed that the tow rope is 65 feet long and that there are 3 different sections on the 
rope where it can be hooked onto the boat (at 45 feet, 55 feet or 65 feet). The victim stated that he had used this kite tube 2 or 3 
times prior to the incident (on Memorial day and on about 6/1 or 6/2). He has not used any other kite tube in the past, but he has 
over 20 years experience being pulled by regular tubes. He also parasailed once. He stated that he couldn't get much off of the 
water the previous times and that they believed that this was because the boat was not traveling fast enough. 
The boat owner who was in the boat at the time of the incident stated that the boat was traveling between 29 - 31 mph at the time 
of the incident. There was little or no wind. It took about this speed to get the victim lift out of the water. The victim weighed an 
estimated 195 - 200 pounds at the time ofthe incident. 
The victim was only on the kite tube for about 5 minutes when the incident occurred. The victim stated that the kite tube suddenly 
went up in the air to about 6 feet and immediately flipped over toward the left side as it dove down toward the water. The boat 
owner stated that the kite tube's height was more like 3 to 4 feet off the water at the time of the incident. The victim is not sure 
how he landed on the water (i.e. face up, face down, sideways, etc.), but he believes his foot was still in the kite tube and that it 
struck the kite tube and the water when the crash occurred. He broke his ankle (Talus bone) and has 3 screws in it to repair it. 
The boat owner is selling the kite tube again on ebay, but promised to take a photo ofthe labeling on the kite tube and email it to 
me. 

Steve 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:59 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Ault, Eric 8. 
Subject: RE: Heads up ~ two KT cases on same lake - Update 

1 spoke to Chris Huebner, NCWRC, He checked and they did not conduct an investigation of this incident, but they will do one 
now. His investigator is in training and then on vacation, so their investigation may not begin for a few weeks. He will provide me 
their report when completed. 
I just left a voicemail message for the complainant. 

Dennis, I asked Chris Huebner about the possibility of doing a search for other kite tube incidents. He said the kite tube wouldn't 
likely show up in a search, but also added that he's been in his current position since August, 2005 and he reviews every boating 
accident report (covering all of NC) that is prepared. He indicated that because these products are unique he'd remember if one 
was mentioned in a previous report. These two incidents are the only ones he's aware of anywhere in NC and according to his 
conversations with other officers and officials, the May incident was the first time they'd ever seen one of these products on the 
lake. / r o 

7/10/2006 6 ^ o ^ 
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Steve 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. . 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2O06 9:16 AM 
To: Ault, Eric B.; Mele, Stephen V. 
Subject: Heads up ~ two KT cases on same lake 

I believe Steve has the first incident, this is believed to be a second. Can he handle both? 

Steve, I received the first report from Chris Huebner of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission; fax the 
request to # 919-707-0045 and tell him you need it right away. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell #202-595-4619 
dblasius(g).cpsc.gov 

—Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Intemet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A 

07/05/2006 13:01:05 

Name = 
Address 
City 
State 
Zip = 27596 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 feet off the water the tube twisted and dived 
uncontrolably to the water. My right foot somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium scews to 
be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks or so depending on the recovery. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 40 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/08/06 
Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address 

7/10/2006 //lo-} 



Hea.ds up ;•- two KT cases on same lakf ~ r- Page 3 of 3 
• v., -̂ ^ ' 

= don't know Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available = No Product model and 
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release 
= Release name to the manufacturer and public 

7/10/2006 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 2:58 PM 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Two more reports attached from MN, three more will be coming from that state 

Attachments: MN 063006.pdf; MN 070106.pdf 

Not counting the Tower, MN victim case that was reported to us. That victim is reportedly in critical condition. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasiusj@cpsc.gov 

7/10/2006 
^65 

mailto:dblasiusj@cpsc.gov


C" f P^ge l o f i 

Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 3:26 PM 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Two more reports attached from MN, three more will be coming from that state 

Attachments: MN 070406.pdf 

Unfortunately yes. And, here's a third MN case that also just arrived. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Fri 7/7/2006 2:00 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: Two more reports attached from MN, three more will be coming from that state 

These are meant to be new reports, right? 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 2:58 PM. 
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Two more reports attached from MN, three more will be coming from that state 

Not counting the Tower, MN victim case that was reported to us. That victim is reportedly in critical condition. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius(g).cpsc.gov 

7/10/2006 
% 
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-J^-w^ j ' * ' STATE OF MINNESOTA 
WATERCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 

CD'jfity Complaint No. 

This form must be submitte^Jv/hensvejfawatefcratlacddenUesulis in: j . 
1, Loss of Ufe 2. Injury beyond First Aid. I • 3. Property Damage of S2000 or more. < 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT. COMPLETE ALL BLQCKSi( f iVD/C^r£ THOSe N O T APPLIC ABLE B Y " m " ) 

J 
0ATEOFACa:0E^fT nm.E OF BODV OF .WATER 1 S tXKg 2 Q l lVER ' lO^WDffJrECtT 

4 D OTHER (Specify) BJgS; 
WEAReST TO¥/NCI TY 

1 ggisa 
COUNTY 

Kljglgg. 

^ ' topeKAtORjL^, Flrsr Miaatc] 

f R f f f g i f A T E : i N 21P CODE: S^SSI 

Ta^PMONE HOME ̂ ^ WC»?K ^ 

pPERATOf^'SOATE 
OF BIRTH 

pPEIRATOR'SAGE 

SI 

WAS BOAT RBNTEO 

b Y£S B N O 

m . OF PB l̂SONS 
WBOARD 

; OPSFiATOft'S EXPERENCg 
(oiiecK ans fram each tyec) 

Tihfe Type tjf Boat OSier Types of 9csa 
1 n Under 2S hours 1 O Under 20 houfs 
zDacitalOOhMjrs 
.3 n 100 to 500 hcsu;s 
4jaOwr5C»hc«rs 
S D Unkngym 

2 0 2 U to 100 hours 

4DOi«r5K)Rquis 

OPERATOR'S FOi^lAL IMSTRUCTIOM W 
BOATING SAFETY (Check m ftat.AppJy> 
1 O Slate is^^ia g gf .None 

2 O USqa AuxiSary 7 a Oiher jSj»cijy) 
3 Q U.S. Pcvffir SquaslKins i ^ ^ ^ 
4 O American Hoti Cress • f 

80ATJ»SUMBER(S1al8a f<!«irt»r} 

TYPe OF BCKAT fCftesk One) • 
1 S Opaji tifloiofboat 9 D Other 
2DCateMotef toal § ? ^ 
3 D AumBaay S M 
4 D SMI iQc\m 

5 D Canos 
t O Po-fBanal V'/aturcraft t̂ et sM) 
SPPonlooni 

soAT rMKe 

HULt (steTERIAL 
1 n Atwnifwni 
2 El Fibo^toss 

anwsod 
4nS5eeS 
5 O Rubfeoi (Vir,yl) 
S D OtherISpedfy) 

BOATMooet i 

ENGINE ̂ chGckcne) 
1 n Outboard j 
2 n [nl»3r<5-OimJi*/o 
3 H Inlj03r«l gssotee 
4 n InJsoard SISSB! ' 
snWatBrJel i 
B n N«« t 

WFG HULi it3a»5TiF!CAT10;s3 NO. 

BOA? DATA (pHjpiilsJon) 

Number of Srtgtnos @3 

Mate of c ngirva^s). ^ ^ ^ S 

Hcfsepov.'Sf itataf) ^ M ^ ^ 

BOAT NAME 

BOAT OATft (ConslruciJOfi) 
.1 

tflfithss 

Year Bull m i 
(Boat) ' 

P£RS0^8AL. FLOTAliON DEVICES • If Wam, WliatTyfift 
(AdSvcfl/ M Qamtonsi 

Yes Ho 
^ D Was 6ost sda^tia Wy eqwippeti v . * D I O If ® IU 

C<5 Apprwed Uteavjng Devtoes 
B! D Wara P FD's Acc«sSbte D W D V 
a D y<fBfo iPf D's Used . 

FlBE EXTlNGUSHERa 

Yes tto'MA 
S D D WetB BjjfifOTCd Sre 

, SJillnglnshere used 
(CfiBcK Yes ar No only 
i jhere ̂ f̂fls a fire! 

USHTS (Ar»svref AIS Questions) 

Yes 

a 
No NA 
n B Was boat equipped BiStft recrj:̂ ^** 

l ^ t e (If opeiaSiing after sunsei) 
O O S WcfB lights ufsefll 

... (il opefataip efer aanse?) 

OPERATQS; <Las«, First Miaate} 
• \ f i .p, -^ -1^ : .^ 

ABDRESS: 

CtVt-.Ss^ 
TBLEPHONe 

OWNB^,(Lssk£ffilfAkSe) .' 

ADDRESSr 

CiTY: •feSig- STATE: BS ZSP CODE ^aSS 
TeUEPHONE; HOUt ' W ^ i WORK s^SEf 

( l̂̂ eRATOR'SDATE 
OF BiRTH 

QPEBATOS'S AGE 

WAS SOAT REMTED 

D Y E S -OI^SO 

NO, OF PEfiE^ONS 
d « BOARD 

OPERATOR-S EXFERIENDE 
tctieek ore fccm eacti type) 

TWs Type ol Boat 
1 O Under 20 iioars 
2Q2Oto1Q0fH>urs 
3 0 loots500hours 
4 Q Over 500 hours 
5 D Unknown 

OtierTyp^sefBeelsi 
tDUraJeraOhoyis 
2 a 20 to 100 flows 
3 D IOO So SOO hows 
4 O btfsf 500 hctes 
5 D Urttomm 

OFERATOR-S FORMAL INSTRUCTION IN 
BQATlNe SAFETY {C^ieskAll thatApplyj 
l O S l a t e r s . sONorve 

3DU-S-P®.i«rS«juadrora ^ ^ 
4 D Americar* Red Cfoss 

BOAT NUMBER {Slate & NuiTj[»f) eOAT NWKE aOAT MODEi MFC HULl. lOgNTIFlCATlON NO, BOATNWE 

TYPE OF BOAT (Chacfc Oris) 
1 O Open Mcto/boat $ • Other 
2 • Cabin Motcrbcat 
3 O AiMiFcafi' Saif 
4 D Sail (Only) 
5 n RowSsaat (rsorvmotofized) 
S D Onus 
7 D Personal Vifatsrofafi ( f c t ^ 
3 D PonJooo 

HULL MATERIAL 
1 n Alumintim 
2 0 Kbei-gtass 

(piastre) 
3 0VVoed 
4 D s t s d 
5 Q Rg&ber (VtnyiJ 
3 D Olher {Spcdity) 

ENGINE (Check cne) 
1 D Outboard 
2 D inbsard-OutjSfWa 
3 P InboanJ gasaUns 
4 O InboanJ dtesel 
SOWatwJet ! 

7aOi}»f{SjS€3fr} 

BOAT DATA 0opulsJor») . 

f*imJ>ei cf EngJrtss ^ S B 

5,?ak8 of e^fieCs) ^ ^ ^ 

H<»sapower (totaJJ P ^ ^ . 

Year8u(B(Eiti^r»e) ^ S i | 

BOAT DATA (Constfuction} 

Length Feet 

_;___. Irtches 

PERBOCtAL PLOTA-flOM OEVJCCS If Wom, Whlit T j^o" 
(Anstt'erAtf Ouos'Jans) 

Y«s No 
• n Was ijcsl adequataty equipped with D l D H O W 

CG App.T3Vc4 Utes3virt3 ttevioes 
D • Were PFD's AcoesB*;© D ?V O V 
n c l Were PFO's U s ^ .. 

Fl Re EJCTlNOUtSiHERS 

y « - t t o k A . 
Q D jD. We^e s|!jjro»e<J are 

exttnguistieis used 
I i(Cf»cK YSS Or. MB..«ty 

•• .l.....,.iTatCTB9ia$-afire]! 

Yes N.Q ^M^ 
Q O Q Was boat e îifjpJK* wilh feqwred 

r^listWcperaiWgafiersunse*) • 
Q O Q wais i i^ssusW 

'.. '' ' (itpjjBtairaaft^saaeti 
Pagfel 

^ 6 ^ 

file:///fi.p
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0?SHATO.H .AT TIMS OF ACCIOENT 
(C/?«<* BT tfjat apply tor saeft WaiBicf^li} 

1 2 
1 D Q RsJiiflf 
2 D D Cnjisfng 
3 D D Anctiored 
4 0 0 Ortfting. 
3 D Q ApproatVing or Leaving Oock 
6 0 OTIedtoOock 
T O Q<^BeatUf t 
B D O Fusing 
5 H a Water Spoils (SKSng eta) 
«0Q D Toivlog a 8oat 
11D D Being TowBd by Arsofher Boat 

13D O Huflliaa 
14D O Sctlba DMng or Swimmlngi 
ISD D<Mt«r(Speci iy>,^c| 

2 
g 
1 -
Q. S o 
LU 
Q 
f -
Z m a 
Q 

< 

PRIMARY CWSE OF ACaOENT 
(CfiocH om Only} 

1 D Felts Ovefticard 9 D CoSlfsion with 
t D Capsizing fixed ofciert 
3 D GiGunding l o D Coaision with 
4 D Hcrarffng doadfig oftjeci; 
SDSir»Kmg 11Q Falls in 8Q3i 
6 n Fir-e «r EjtplOSipn I Z Q Hit by bqal 

(Fuel) Propftliaf 
7 • Hre w Explosian 13 B 0*ef__ 

(Oihar than fuaf} ^ o ^ M 
8 D CoOisiort wiih watercrafi 

WHAT m YOUR OPWION CAU^EO THE ACCIDEKT 
/(Check All r m Apply) 

t D Weatfier CorHii&ns 6 D 
2 D Excessive spftea 7 D 
3 n Wo Proper Lookout 8 D 
4 D Overteadtrig ' 9 S 
5 D Atcohg] / Drufl Use 

WATCR CONDITIONS 
1 M Cafin ̂ avos less ifian 6") 
2 n Crsoppy M'avss &" to 2") 
3 D Rough (Waves 2' lo 5') 
4 D Veiy Rougti (©festet than 6' 

fmpropct {Loadfrig} 
rlazasiflous Vtraters 
rault Cff Equfpimcnl 
OtigrjSpgcity) 

TemperatuTBa 

Wafer S * F 

OPEFtATOBS CONDITI:OH 
{ClJBck /ar eaeft cpwatoi} 
X 2 

t o O Had Baen Drinking 
2 D P Had not bean <Jr1rHttng 
3 O O UnicfloiA-fi 

4D Ooth^tEM 

1 D Kane 
ZDUgWCOtoSrtiph) 
3 S M0fer2!e (7 (Q 14 ?npl5) 
4 n SJicng (16 to 25 mpli) 

WEATHER 
fCMrt 0 « On//,l 
1 S Clear 
2 O Cloudy 

4 a Rain 
A O Sncw 
S O ' 

ViSiQiUTY 
OAY NIGHT 
1 E Good D t 
2 D Fair D 2 
3 D Pfior D 3 

DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENEO , 
(SesijencB af«veri!a EnAjds biliae of«-Juij3nien! Iftoagroin « nftsdiiS 3K3Ch sMsralcls'. Craftiuu DnadaiferirislwBtsHTOesssaY 
tneJiMe sny irsjnrsBiKi negsnolrjg (ha texavasnsiit o«' sfcnrxl s n j ; Cf S B L ^ on ejt»wr^ ar cp«nb ̂ &g te yie s t t i lsoL tas^urfc BW 
d^sKgjjhJeJigofntafeo s&sai: the use o{PfB<s J 

HpHffl fe'^SiiM W#klfi Jfif oaei&iiSr 6^ t&t^cat rwuced tipt It I'.ss gei«t̂ ~ \6t 

12-

5 

D Deceased S Injured 
NAME (Last, Ft/st Middfel 

DATE OF SiRTH 

STATE: IWaPCQiDE-: 

DATE W^O TI'ME OF RECOVERY 

LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND 

il 
M NAfORe OF INJUR|r Lji 
_D.PeATHCAt^EDBt M 

MEDSCALTREATIvSEHT 
Yes Ei No 

M^l^^^ 

WAS ViCTIM (Ctecit mtAppfyi 
1 D Sv/CTwer 
2̂  Q Non-Svflfnmer 
aSWeariftgsPFO 
4 D Not Wearing f.PFD 
5 D iinkno!>/n 

WAME (Last, Firsl Middle) 

ADDRESS; 

ClTV;'2ie± STATE:. 

DATEOFffiRTH L©CAT(ON WHE-RE VICTiM WAS FOUND 

OATE ANDWMEOFRICO^RY 
M m - m ^ i ' BAM DPM 

lap-CODE: I M S 
^ NATURE OF I N J U l W l ^ ^ ' 
D DEATH CAUSED a t W f f 

fjEDICAL TREATW,ENT 
QVea . Q N o 

WAS VlCTi M {C/tesit f̂ ac App̂ W 
1 O SvvlnmEr 
2 Q Mori'Swlnirasr 
3 0 Wearir>g a PFO 
4 Q Mol Wearing a PFO 
5 D UnKnoyffi 

t<^ 

3 
•il 
Q 

ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE 

WiiercTBit 1 S | 
, WateKxai2 | r « ! » ^ 
Qihs-Pri^sftw S,%«« • 

• T i ; ^ $ i 

OESCRiPTJOn OF DAMAGE 

i 
; 

OTHER PROPERTY OWNER i 
n^m. lissL First fJddte) 

AmMZm: ' '. 
feSs-S 
CITYEPi^ STATE: 11. aPCOGE; 11:^? 

. • . 

WrtNESS T 

ZIPCODE: 
W O i R K ^ ^ 

WITNESS 2 
NAME-(Last, Ffrst fiddle) 

CITY: ̂ ^ STATS g Z l P CODE: I 
ITELEPWNE: H O M E g " " 

I & 
WORK^jfej&t 

tOG^TION AT TIME OF ACCIOeW ILOCATICMSI AT "HME OF A<XtCEtrr 

o O t Y i i a g ^ STATE: 
TELEPHONE;. HOME* 

aPCODE;| 
WORK^ 

E€PARTMEOT RECEIVED iY 

^m 
DATE AND TIME VHEOWmn. 

PtiA 
ACmONS TAKS î BY INVESTIOATOR 

DATE SUBMITTED 

ARRESTS OR WARMN03 f i .9^ , F;rsf tMcSte) 

WAME: ̂ t&M'^M.il^Ji'! 

Slstute Nuffi&sr : Tidcet Nwmtjer 

s7^^ - ; # ^ B 
IWESTJGATOR-S SIGNATURE 

to 

NAME OF REVIEWING OFFICE 
Minrtesota Department of Natural Resouroes 

DATER6CEIVED REV1EVS«D BY 

Reports Shodd t>e foiir*ardei"teBOAt 'JWOlVAreR^W^Erf, MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HATU«At RESOURCES , 500 ̂ LAYFAYEtTE RO. 
ST PAUL. MN 551S&4C4e ' j 

( , ^ 
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tare W|e Only 

_ ^ L % 

STATE OF iVltNNESOTA / ^ 
WATERCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 

^ir County Complaint HQ. 

g j — jn jy to r in must be submitted wfieftever afwatercraft accident results in i 
i t . LossLy l i f e 3. Injujr>'beyond f i rsl a id , j 3. Propgrfy darrtage over $500. 

PLEASE rypg OR PRINT. CQMPlEtE A l l BIOCKS (ll^DlCAfemOSE NOT APPLICABLE BY '̂NA: '} 
JOATEO»ACC!t3i.-4T TIME .NtAME OF SOD r̂ OF WAT|« 

'QpcMwa/errcH 

j i O C 4 H O N WH ESE VlCU'ifl WAS f O U W i G w io iMKKi P r fds t t r l MtAAESt a t y o a TOWN 

f i ¥^ * - "A i / 
K HT I W W iiM^w^fimf r-l I nimrn iwi i »[ r-i • • •m i m ujjuj. j " ' J L I — ^ i l . 

C U > S 8 A T 0 I ? LKt, f i M . ̂ tiiftflf, ^SirfC...C«li.>MUL£iuC.«!e. r cS t i i f o i f ' ^ r r i s ^ 'S ' i 

< 
u 

t>XVN£R i4'j£.fif..l Mm^Hn.. •̂ .rjij? '̂*.*. CtK ^4:c-, ^^3 0^ t? . ic'r>s*>i«a.T̂  Niifl^tyft*!! 

HOM 

fbAT'SiOM8E«''>iaieS'.V4rSfrf'ff 

(f-{tL£fyB*%, 

JOATSiooitC' 

OPElTArOSt'S OATE 

OFfBAIOR'SAC? 

. ar 
WAS SOAT RB<TeO 

N«3.0freasaN5 
GN SOABtJ 

Ol'ES,WOa'SMF£iUBsC£5CivccfeOf»e?»omJ»ch%p«> ' 

7HisrvHopa(wr ' owamasjorsortjS! 
• Ou.MfrEa 33 Ha i i iS : O U N P M !8 WUSS 

- O M H O ' M HOU<8i -iS^llTOiOOWDURS • 

- O "iisioiSffHOUK -DKieTroieswouss' 

J S J I V E » I » HOWW , I n o v a j w H C W » 

OFeSArOfS fOK-MAt im«iUCTtONS W EOATJNG 

.• O Msec *«iBlW<"' •• 

J 0 AMPHCA.VUfD cnoss 

•DdrHEtt l i jUHfjrJ 

. O Ciai.1* •*i>ras!0«r <Sf*rif>« 

-- O &»ll tOfll"! 

O TO1*80« ti>iiKi.liliaB,ihwA 

- n C*.WOl, 

D Pfilf<TOON 

• D i n a 

ST5 

. Q IKiOsjtO CASCUNI 

iQlUfBOtRBloiESa 

*WR. H K U 406NT1HCATIO.** f fUMSOl 

I O * I DATA ffrofatiiaii 

P«UVt»a 0 * R-fCWJS . 

4̂Ĵ K̂  o#«ct»ffciS) \)tt[m.-. 

HORSSfOWEB (Isiiit) 

aOAT af^ivif 

S O * r D A t A iCorasnictisot 

UNCru I f 

!^S-D "'**5 W'*'' ioiQu-'ia? tauwio MIW Dl D." 
Oh.'Dv 

t i l 

FiiiEEXimcuijHais 

•"^ prtiMiirisHiiisusro 
frtaFT wj j A lire) 

UCHI5 )*f)3«»«r ^ 1 QyEsiiasm ' 

•&» ."*> • » * , 

' III apml'.tt^ tiisr vixiviil 

OJ'Cft^TOfl I ' J f i j J -.•<iii»t<'"\iW<(™. t i f i \ ' fe,w:-t.pt ' i«fe. f*i«5iSMiiiB V-artiliw^ti 

z 

< 
u 
UJ 

« & M f f ) 

W08S C ) 
i". ^ f » O t a a . Trfj^jJajnp Nicnisp"*!! 

wc*s ( ') 

OPEitATOft-S DATE 

OFaiRnt 

/ / 
OKKATOS-S A C t 

WAS BOAT SEiNiTED 

0?£R.MOH-5 EXPEKiSNCe tCiiirek One From Eich 1»pe» 

TKri T»Tf Of BOAT o w e s TYPElSfOf Mi*JI$l 

I O ONpu JO HOUS5 • O wJcpi-:f«ouss 

- O i s r o itii)HC«jKS -taX^sr^-trnxtvus 

• D i«o 1:0 H» Moiiss ' ^,x'-*l3.tBeToiiiWrtOifis 

OPEEATOR'i.KfeMAL i.NSTSUCfiONS IM BOATI.NC 
WFsTYjC+sSli All That Aj^hl 

>Er£wt ,„.. •o.Nosi 
^QU-KCAUSILIAIIV . - D d t M i S i S l w * ! 
. Q U.5- POWER sqs;*Bit i>iS. 

' Q .tMMlCAIvWO CROSS 

i0AT=>»tiAiB€»' tSttif SI V*a«*«rt. f 80ST-MAKS 

mm.. 
" D wu»«M./*i«in. 

BOA'^^OaBK' M « t HUiL IOtNHHCATrO,N ?<lfAAe£ft I S J F f l S r 

• I5E*S*«> 

-. Q : !«y t i i iAW $*it 

•• Q SAiticwv) 

' O fOwgOAfijioijj.toiartii^i 

- • Q «»*TOO<» 

P IMKMRpi (SAStJUisrl 

a O * t 0 . « A IPtojniUloisI BQAItJATA «COIlS(rB««Bll 

.MAWOflKCM 

YgAKKKWi-feSKK* ' 

, nit 

. IJSiCHK 

UCHTS lABSirer^ 
Atel Mo NA 

Str<i?!Ka.AtJ«ftl*pi«a» 

D Q Q «(i»iiSHiis«st& 

Ites. N » ^ 

lOTAIlOSUCfVICK 

Q D'>««i>^0-SAtCtS5«I» 

IF V S VWiAtTTfPS 

• « D n Q l " 
D i y Q v 

f f a t fiCriNCUISHBtS • 
•ftf No Hh-
Q D D WEOE AwaOvnj HUE 

C^"^ 
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" ' Of SSATIOJ* ATTiMi Or ACOVJIKT 
[Cfl** All thut A.fffy fns UtJi W«en:«aSs.«-

D D m»t*ii 1^1 f^ 
.ODcnwswG • J ^ -

D D AMCM0S6O 

- Q nr'ECTOOOCK 

' O O C'H'SOSW l l fT 

D 0 F1|?UN& 
^ Q V«ATM $«S8UiSlutn^ rt(a 
O Q lO^-I-^O -l BCM» 
Q Q itî fC roiwiD sy esoTwja BOAr 

• D O ItAQNC 
0 O^f-iMriNC . 

ps i« *« * CAUSI OF .ACcto£^rt 
rCNid Orw Ortw 

QfAltSOViniSOAaO •OcOlllSrOStWITHTOfD 
OUftCT 

O COIUSION wnH 
ftOAfSNC 08(80 

.DCAP1J?t>iC 

Oci'Wi.'voi.si;. 
• OM-OOOINPC 

O f taiQR ISPtOSf e.«i 
•hxiify 

QCOIMSI or* VVITH 
w«eai3!Art 

= 0 fAOStMeOAT 
. O «iT fy EO«T *ROffL«.SS 
^ L o w i s «Sif<df»t 

wHAX'.X W.J5 orJU'-ilCr; C\U%CX> Ti-.tACCtOE.N7 • 
ICHrck Aii Th»i A;)p1 )̂ 

1 O WEATHSiiCQNBITiaNS 

. Q --(O raOJtK LOQltCUl 

J Q OV«l,6ADt'<C 

. D JiicoMei / o«uc use 

••D IHPdfeltR tO**».>iG 
" O Ht,iifS%ia\KWi!rin 

•>Q fAUlTCrtCl'JtPwtWI 

WATJK COrODIUO^.'S 

: O CMO JT>t ,^^!l>« a- To J i 

n Bouca rwrts r fc 6 i" 
' O « W HOUGH K m ' v V,.^f-i1 

QyiRPrKiCORHEMT 

TEMCERATURES 

X 

vwnR 7r 

'C^crfs For Each OpcmloT 

•'Q DHADaK.-inai.ijri-i'i; 
-;0 O "AO •kor 6€&< osn^ttKc 

' O O^'Oi'^'WM 

I IL 5AC 2 JL E«C 

.QuGHT reiifSMmi 
. D MODEilAlE I? 10 !4 trKI 

l O J'5i&'»Cri«-fcaMPMj 

WeAfHgR 
'CSicA O n t Op.iy} 

DctEAg JOJWJJV 

^ ClOOOV • • • 5NDW 

fQ roc - O HArr 

VtSfBlllt*" 
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WlT f̂ESS 1 ,M*>».<.<sii1i-i--» (. .K Si.i», 2:itCi!ite.I-Slefste5i!«.\h«iihefts»l 

z 
HOMS C WOSK ( 

WTNSSS1 sRime S A(toi«,i. CiiK Suie. Tip Cede, Tstef>iwv-ie Ni}mF*r'<n 

HOME WORK C 

lOCATia^ATTtMCOf iCaOtNT 1 0 C A I U 3 N A I T1M1 O F A C C I O € N T 

Rli*aRTK) gy •'s*m? * .^Iklirst Cii* Siais. Zip Cedt Tdrnhone 

z 
O 
u 

O E P A f t T M E N T X K t i V t ! } 9Y TIME / C A T E fitCIlVED 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Boyd, Mary Ellen 

Sent: Tuesday, July 04, 2006 11:58 AM 

To: Topi<a, Tanya L. 

Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County 

Attachments: DNR.doc; 7-3-06KiteTubeJournal and Courier Online - News.htm 

Hi Tanya here is a copy ofthe news story Eric refers to. Also the letter i sent to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources to 
try to get their account. Don't know if John Lewis got the message and or if he was able to come up with anything more 
immediate or not. Hope you're having a good holiday! 

From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2O06 11:36 AM 
To: Lewis, Johnnie; Boyd, Mary Ellen 
Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County 

Is either one of you on duty tocjay, anci if so, could somebody call as requested and get some preliminary 
details about the cited incident? Thanks. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2O06 10:26 AM 
To: Ault, Eric B.; Poyer, Julie A. 
Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County 

Julie can we have someone make some calls regarding the kite tube incident mentioned and get back to 
Tanya with a brief sunnmary as soon as possible? 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius(g).cpsc.gov 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Mon 7/3/2006 10:03 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County 

Robin actually I think it might be what we are looking for. Go ahead and assign it. 
Dennis can you have the field call about the incident listed halfway through the news story about a rope from a kite tube getting stuck. 
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/'article?AID=2006607030310 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/6/2006 • 
6'^y 
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Original Message 
From: jconline(g!joumalandcourier.com [mailto:jconline@jounialandcQurier.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County 

You have been sent the following article from Robin Ingle as a courtesy of the Journal and Courier (Lafayette-West Lafayette, IN). 

"22 ticketed for boating violations in White County" 

To view this article on The Joimial and Courier Web site, go to: 
bttp://www.iconlijie.com/'apps./pbcs.diyarticle?AID=2006607030310 

The following is a short message from Robin Ingle: 

There's a tube kite incident mentioned here, but I don't think it's the kind you want — is it? 

^ 7 / 
7/6/2006 

mailto:jconline@jounialandcQurier.com
http://www.iconlijie.com/'apps./pbcs.diyarticle?AID=2006607030310
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 9:09 AM 

To: ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Heads up ~ two KT cases on same lake 

Steve Mele has the first one, I'll see if I can arrange for him to handle both 

Dennis Blasius i 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Ceil #202-595-4619 
dblasius(a).cpsc.gov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 7:22 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: Heads up ~ two KT cases on same lake 

This report, which I sent to you both yesterday (and is being assigned) occurred on Falls Lake, near Raleigh, NC. Note that we have another, 
different case that occurred on the same lake. That incident is 060621HCC1594, which occurred on 5/20/07 and involved a male victim in his 
20s. That case is still open — I wonder if the official report will come from the same place? (in the 5/20 case, I think the NC Wildlife Resources 
Commission was one ofthe agencies mentioned in the source doc). 

Will the same investigator get both cases? I don't want to step on your toes, Deimis — just wanted to give you a heads up. 

Robin 

Original Message—— 

From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A - Kite Tube 

Original Message . 
From: Noble, Laura EW > 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Intemet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A 

07/05/2006 13:01:05 

l^9f 
7/6/2006 
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Email = i 
Telephone = 
Name of Victii 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = ' 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 feet off the water the tube twisted and dived 
uncontrolably to the water. My right foot somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium scews to 
be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks or so depending on the recovery. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 40 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/08/06 
Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address 
= don't know Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available— No Product model and 
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release 
= Release name to the manufacturer and public 

7/6/2006 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:31 PM 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A - Kite Tube 

will assign as HBB. 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05,20065:23Piyi 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 Piyi 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A 

07/05/2006 13:01:05 

Name = 
Address 
City. =j 
State 
Zip = 27596 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address'"'= 
Victim's city 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake N C At no more than 6 
feet off the water the tube twisted and dived uncontrolably to the water. My right foot 
somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium 
scews to be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks 
or so depending on the recovery. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 4 0 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/08/06 
Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite 
Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = don't know Place where manufactured (City 
and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available = No Product model and 
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it 
on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and 
public 

1 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:31 PM 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A - Kite Tube 

will assign as HBB. 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A 

07/05/2006 12:14:41 

Name • 
Address = 
city = 
State = 
Zip = 02 7 62 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 

city = 
State = 
Zip = 02093 
Telephone | 

Incident De script ioii,ijgHBBBiMBll%t» was injured on^ Saturday July 1, 2006 while on the Wego 
Kite Tube. He has a broken femur, bruised ribs and has been in ICU since the. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 24 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/1/2006 
Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego . 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name 
Release = Do not release name 

(^^r 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:30 PM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

will assign as HBB. 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2 006 5:14 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:39 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A 

07/05/2006 10:42:13 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 21911 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 

Victim's 
Victim's 

Address =, 
City 

Victim's State .= Maryland 
Victim's Zip = 21904 ̂ ^̂_̂  
Victim's Telephone =« 

Incident Description: Travelling 25 mph the tube abruptly flew 25feet in the air and 
ejected the victim off of the tube. The victim was coughing up blood and had to be flown 
to a trauma center for evaluation. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6-11-06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 Name 
Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

(^7? 



RE: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #F'^60516A Page 1 of2 

Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Hull, Robert 

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM 

To: Ross, Robin M.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: 060703HBB2656 Update 

Importance: High 

Robin/Tanya, 

Here is what I have on the investigation (060703HBB2656) to this point: 

• Product: Tube Kite (Described as being 10 feet in diameter), Note: Product purchased and in possession ofthe 
victim's friend in Arkansas. Investigator is coordinating with and in the process of obtaining contact 
information, purchase details, positive product identification, and pictures from the victim's friend. 

• Manufacturer: Preliminary information indicates that the product is a Wego/Sportstuff product. 
• Incident Date: June 18. 2006 
• Incident Location: Beaver Lake, Arkansas 
• Victim's Age: 27-year-old Male 
• Experience: None (Victim had no prior experience or training in regard to the product). 
• Summary of Incident and Injuries: A 27-year-old, Kansas City, MO, male was kite tubing with friends on a lake 

in Arkansas. The consumer watched four other people in his party ride the kite tube approximately five times 
each and then got onto the kite tube himself. The victim was on a kite tube being pulled by a boat at an 
undetermined speed for less than 20 seconds when the kite tube lifted the victim approximately 15 to 25 feet into 
the air and then took a violent downward tum, nosediving into the lake. The victim was knocked unconscious. 
He was transported to a local hospital emergency room where he was treated for cracked or dislocated ribs, 
bmises to his lung, whiplash, and a bruised rear end. 

Note that the consumer does have video tape ofthe full incident. This consumer has agreed to provide a copy ofthe 
tape. 

Thanks, 
Bob Hull 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Mon 7/3/2006 9:05 AM 
To: Ault, Eric B.; Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A 

Robin, 
Please assign for completion asap. CBB priority if possible. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

Original Message 
From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:04 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A 

FYI - in today's crop of Intemet Complaints. 

7/6/2006 

http://www.cpscgov


RE: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #T-^^60516A / Page 2 of 2 
.-Original Mes sage 

From: Irish, Cathleen A. 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 4:10 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A 

06/30/2006 14:36:49 

Name =' 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 63401 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim — 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip = 634'Or 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: We tried the new Wego kite-tube on Sunday 06/18/06. After several (4 I think) people rode it first it was my tum. Each 
had approximately 5 tries on it before I did. When I got on the tube my one and only ride lasted around 20 seconds. Soon after the kite-tube 
caught air with me on it, it took me up to approximately 20 ft within approximately a few seconds. Just as it was hitting its peak it tumed 
downward violently. I was knocked unconscious and when I came to, spit up quite a bit of blood. My injuries included a braised lung and my 
ribs had a severe injury, possibly cracked or dislocated. Other injuries include a hurt neck, back and a bad braise on my back-side. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 27 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/18/2006 
Product involved = kite-tube approx 10ft in diameter Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego/Sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, manufacture date 
= Date product purchased = Name Release = Do not release name 

7/6/2006 S^ 



"IVs^soundsccrny," 
says Hill of singing 
alongside her guy. 
"But it's really 
incredible-soulful. 

dream is to one day walk in your shoes, 
and you walk in mine." 

"I can't help it. I get ready in 10 min­
utes. I'm a guy," insists McGraw. 

"We need a day where we svwtch...." 
Hill begins. McGraw finishes her 
thought: "Yeah, like Freaky Friday." 

One activity that crosses gender lines 
is working out. They travel with a spe­
cially equipped trailer. "I do Pilates," 
says Hill. "He has a weight workout. 

J f s basically scheduled within the day." 
"Although I haven't done much," he 

adds, "sinceyou tried to kill me!" 
"Right," she agrees. 
Right? About two weeks earlier, Hill 

explains, the family spent a few days 
off at their place in the Bahamas, and 
she was driving a boat that was pulling 
McGraw, holding an innertube, up into 
the air—"like four stories high," she 
says. Their account ofthe accident: 

McGraw: "She was going way too fast." 
Hill: "You should never have gotten 

on it! It had the skull with the bones 
across the face. Not a good sign." 

McGraw: "I had a pretty hard crash. 
I couldn't get out of bed for two days." 

98 July 17,2006 PEOPLE 

tA\ 1 H; iHh b j Ht bli^ 
DREAMER" 

TIM: "THEN SHE HAS 
TO DO ALL THE 

DETAILS, COME IN 
AND CLEAN UP MY 

MESS... ." 

FAITH:".., WITH A 

Hill: "What did that sign say? 'Don't 
go higher than you are afraid to fall/ " 

Once again, he admits defeat. As he 
said joking earlier, "I might as well own 
up to whatever it is or was—make it 
my fault, because it always is anyway." 

LiL'LlU w uadci Lllaf after many a con-
cert, while his wife hunkers down in 
the bus to sleep, McGraw says he goes 

"up front with the bus driver [to] watch 
the road and listen to music " 

"... And talk guy talk," says HilL 
"WeU," says McGraw, "everything else 

behind that [bus] door is estrogen!" Not 
that he minds, as evidenced by the lov­
ing look—and kiss—he gives his wife 
during the finale of each concert, sit­
ting across from her strumming his gui­
tar as they sing their duet "I Need You." 
"It's completely calm and quiet," she 
says. "He catches his breath and I catch 
my breath and we're just staring at each 
other..." It's the only moment, she 
admits, when she is sure not to "drift 
away" from her role as sexy star-wife 
to stressed-out mom: "I'll look out-in 
the crowd and see a kid and think, 'Oh, 
I forgot to put the clothes out for the 
girls for bed!'" Okay, so she's not always 
a romantic—and certainly never a rock 
chick with tattoos. But she has forgiven 
her man his sins. "He's a great daddy," 
says Hill. "Who cares about picking 
clothes from off the floor?" 

By Karen S. Schneider. Natasha Stoynoff 

in Philadelphia 

&}2 



c: 
Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 9:13 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: Tube Kiting Incident 

I have obtained a photocopy of this article. It happened in the Bahamas. It clearly 
describes (but doesn't name) a Wego kite tube, and refers to the "Don't go higher than 
you're willing to fall" statement as well as to telltale markings on the Wego. It says he 
fell from "like four stories high" and couldn't get out of bed for two days after. 

Unfortunately, we can't assign it because it happened in the Bahamas. 

Original Message 
From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 1:16 PM 
To: Ingle,. Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:44 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: Fw: Tube Kiting Incident 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message --
From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Mon Jul 10 11:45:27 2006 
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident 

FYI. 

We really should get Tim McGraw's wife to be a spokesperson for our anti-kite tubing 
message. :-) 

m 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:33 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

There was an article in the latest People Magazine and his accident was mentioned. After 
his mishap he could not get out of bed for a couple of days. 

Mary 

From: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:28 AM 
To: Kroh, Mary A. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

No, we were not aware of that, but that is of great interest to us. Did you happen to see 
a news story on it? 

Thank you. 

From: Kroh, Mary A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2 006 11:26 AM 
To: Wolfson, Scott J. 
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety 

Are you aware that Tim McGraw the country music singer, recently had a tube kiting 
accident? 

Mary Kroh 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Schoem, Marc J. 
Friday, July 07, 2006 8:59 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: FW: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in Canada 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Complxance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Original Message 
From: Mark Veitch [mailto:Mark_Veitch@hc-sc.gc.ca] 
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 8:09 AM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Cc: Sandra Wright 
Subject: Re: FW: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in Canada 

Hi Marc; 

I just got your message this morning, 
one. 

Thank you for the heads up on that 

We have been investigating this product and I can give you the following 
preliminary results, though it isn't much at this point. We have had 
one report of an injury to date, and we have had some media inquiries 
regarding the product. We have not found there to be any product defects 
in this extreme sport product, though your findings and this most recent incident in 
Guelph will all go towards our response to this issue. 

I have copied in- a couple of colleagues who are close to the issue. 
Shannon Whittle (613-952-6260) would be the best contact to discuss the 
investigation. I'll give you a call in a couple of minutes, but I will 
be out for the rest of the morning and be back in the afternoon. 

Thanks. 

Mark Veitch 
National Compliance and Information Systems Division (NCISD) / Division de la conformite 
nationale et des systemes d'information (DCNSI) Consumer Product Safety Bureau (CPSB) / 
Bureau de la securite des produits de consommation (BSPC) Health Canada / Sante Canada 
Tel: 613-952-5656 Fax: 613-952-9138 

•- + -
"Schoem, Marc J." 
<MSchoem®cpsc.gov 

2006-07-06 05:00 
PM 

> 

To: "Mark Veitch" <Mark_Veitch@hc-sc.gc.ca> 

1 
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c 
cc : 

Subje:ct: FW: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in Canada 

Mark, 

I sent this to Sandra and understand she is out of the office. I will call you in a few 
minutes to discuss. Thanks 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Original Message 
From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06,20064:07PM 
To: 'Sandra_Wright@hc-sc.gc.ca' 
Subject: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in canada 

Sandra, see below email about a death in Canada involving a kite tube, product. We are 
aware of at least two other deaths in the U S and some 
37 injury incidents. Are you aware of these products? Are you investigating? We issued a 
safety alert a week ago that you can find on our website to see the products in question. 
If you or someone can call me on this I would appreciate speaking to you further. Thanks 
Please keep this information confidential. 
*************** ****** 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office'of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - work 
240-638-6955 - cell 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Vallese, Julie M. 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Thu Jul 06 14:47:58 2006 
Subject: Kite tube death in canada 

Just got off the phone with a reporter in Guelph, Ontario. A man died on a kite tube on 
Lake Belwood a day or two ago. 
In reading the article, alcohol may have played a role. 

My computer is down so I can't attach the article but you can read it at 
www.guelphmercury.com There will be a follow up article in tomorrow's edition. 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

************************************************************* 
Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail (and any 
attachments) are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

2 
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T o p k a , Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:01 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voicei: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

-----Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:14 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. . 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:39 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A 

07/05/2006 10:42:13 

Name 
Address 
City = 
State 
Zip = 219'11 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's Telephon 

Incident Description: Travelling 25 mph the tube abruptly flew 25feet in the air and 
ejected the victim off of the tube. The victim was coughing up blood and had to be flown 
to a trauma center for evaluation. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6-11-06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 Name 
Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

( f f ^ ^ 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:01 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
•Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A 

07/05/2006 12:14:41 

Name 
Address = 
City 
State = 
Zip = 02 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim =i 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 02093 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description:.^||P||P||HI|^ was injured on Saturday July 1, 2006 while on the Wego 
Kite Tube. He. has a broken femur, bruised ribs and has been in ICU since the. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 24 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/1/2006 
Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available 
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name 
Release = Do not release name 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Topka, Tanya L. 

r 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:01 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

-Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A - Kite Tube 

:W*flil^fowtoi 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A 

07/05/2006 '13:01:05 

Name = 
Address = 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 27596 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address = " 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = , 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 
feet off the water the tube twisted and dived uncontrolably to the water. My right foot 
somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium 
scews to be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks 
or so depending on the recovery. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 4 0 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/08/06 
Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite 
Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = don't know Place where manufactured (City 
and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available = No Product model and 
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it 
on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and 
public 

/ 9 ^ 
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FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident Page 1 of 3 

Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:14 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

Importance: Higti 

ALERT: There v\/as yet another kite tube incident in NC. It occurred on Lake Gaston, near the V/VNC border (my area 
again). Chris Huebner, NCWRC has forwarded the below synapsis to me. He provided me with contact info, for the offical and will 
give me a copy of th e report when he receives it, probably next week. I'll contact the responsible NCWRC official after lunch. 

Could someone from headquarters create an assignment for me? It appears they are being assigned as HBB assignments, 
right? 

Steve 

Stephen V. Mele 
U.S. CPSC 
Raleigh/Durham Field Office 
B.C. Box 52054 
Durham, NC 27717 
PH: (919)403-0281 
Fax: (775) 908-8050 
email: smelecScpsc.cjQV 

From: Huebner, Chris A. [mailto:chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org] 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:04 PM , 
To: Mele, Stephen V. 
Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

For more info. Contact: 
Captain Mark Braton 
252-443-3791 

Captain Chris Huebner 
Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator 
NCWRC 
1717 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh NC 27699-1717 
919-707-0030 

Original Message 
From: Mark H. Braton [mailto:lukejack(a!earthlink.netl 
Sent Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:31 AM 
To: Huebner, Chris A. 
Cc: Freeman, Thomas E SAW 
Subject: Re: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

Chris, 

Just had another on my desk on Lake Gaston. 
A subject was pulling a female near Jimmy Creek on Lake Gaston and the tube 
was off the water approximately 2 feet when they hit the main body of the 
lake and the tube shot up approximately 10 feet and tinned sideways and the / ^ 
female was slammed to water and knocked unconscious but was pulled from / Ol f] 

7/7/2006 
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FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident ^ . _ Page 2 of 3 

water by occupants of boat and taken to hospital where she was ok. I just 
got this across my desk and made contact with the female boyfriend and 
talked to him about this and he gave me this blow by blow report. If that 
subject needs to call me about this I can talk to him. I'm sending this 
boating accident report to Raleigh in Courier today. Let me know ifyou need 
further on this. 

Original Message 
From: "Huebner, Chris A." <chris.huebner(gncwildlife.org> 
To: "Braton, Mark H." <lukejack(@earthlink.net> 
Cc: "Reams, JohnL." <reamsjl(§earthlink.net> 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:52 AM 
Subject: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

> Mark, 
> 
> I have leamed ofa boating accident that occuned on Falls Lake on June 
8th 
> 2006. 
> 
> The accident involved a Wego Kite Tube. Got to this link to see one 
>http:/,/www.sportsstuff comy'towables/wego/index.shtml 
> <http://www.spoitssttiff.com/towables/wego.''index.shtml> This tube will 
fly 
> through the air after you get up to speed. It can reach heights up to 60 
> feet and apparently we have a couple on Falls Lake. The tube is a big 
> concem at the moment with people getting killed and injured all over the 
> country. This is the second accident at Falls reported. The first one was 
a 
> man that broke his femur after falling 20 feet. Jon Evans did that report. 
> This one was reported to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and 
> needs to be investigated. 
> 
> The CPSC is looking at taking some kind of action or waming people about 
> the dangers of these tubes. 
> 
> Please have someone get in contact with this man and do a report. If 
> possible we need to take pictures of the tube. 
> 
> The CPSC is using our reports to assist them with doing something about 
> these tubes. 
> 
> 
> 
> The man involved was 
> 

> 
> 
> 
> Phone #1 
> 
> He fell off the tube and broke his ankle. 
> 
> 
> 
> I know Jon is in training so he isn't available. 
> 
> The man with CPSC is named Steve MeMi (I don't think that is spelled 

. > correctly) and he has left a message with Jon about the other accident 

7/7/2006 (p^l/ 
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that' 
> Jon investigated. Co uld you make sin-e Jon contacts him back? 
> 
> His number is 919-403-0281. 
> 
> 
> 
> • 

> 
> 
> 
> Captain Chris Huebner 
> 
> Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator 
> 
> NCWRC 
> 
> 1717 Mail Service Center 
> 
> Raleigh NC 27699-1717 
> 
> 919-707-0030 
> 
> 
> 

7/7/2006 ^ ? ^ 
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,̂., C,....-
Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:04 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Ml kite tube incident 

Will do. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:22 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: MI kite tube incident 

Can we get this one assigned? Ml kite tube incident It needs a document number. 
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060706/METRO02/607Q60315/1050/SPORTS06 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

(^?3 
7/7/2006 
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http://www.cpscgov


Water accidents dampen festivities - 07'̂ ^6/06 - The Detroit News Online ^ , Page 1 of 3 

"^ Customer Service: Subscribe Now | Pay Bill | Place an Ad | Contact Customer Sei 

Detnews.com j Weather | Jobs | Cars j Real Estate j Apartments | Shopping | Classifieds 

- Ti' 

V -
• .• 

* J •'^ ' -J I r lj Mt i . 

i: 
I 1 1 u ; < ; ' \ V Jl ( y 

•, • • ' I • H ' j l U-' 
7hrOplrol t \pwv= 

Local News | Spor t s | Autos Insider | EntGrtainmont | Weblogs j Forums | Photos 

Thursday, July 06, 2006 In Metro/State 

_ e ' i ^ W J j J - ~ 

> Print this • Comment on this ^ E-mail this 

IVla'm Index 
• News Talk 

Wayne 
Oakland 
Macomb 
Livingston 
Commuting 
Obituaries 
• Death Notices 

Schools 
Special Reports 
Detroit History 
Michigan's Best 

iilciii 

View entries: 

i ^ 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 
Week 1 winners 

SEARCH 
de tnews .cp r r ^ 

^ o | 

1-week archive: 
Fri Sat Sun Mon 
Tue Wed Thu Today 
Advanced Search 
Essentials 
Homepage 
Photo Galleries 
Photo Store 
Multimedia 
Weather 
Horoscope 
Lottery 
Crossword 
Sudoku 
Contact Us 
Opin ions 
Editorials 
Blogs 
Columnists 
CyberSurveys 
Forums 
Au tos 
Autos Insider 
Autos Weblog 
Drive 
- New Car Photos 
— Car Reviews 

.*•-! 

' "J ' 
ah*:*-* • 

' ^ • ' 3 ^ ^ 

Charles V. Tines / The Detroit News 
Wil l iams patrols Lake Or ion and makes safety Inspect ions o f boaters and personal 
watercraf t on Wednesday. 

Water accidents dampen festivities 
Sheriff stresses boating and swimming safety after five major accidents over holiday 
weekend. 
Mike Mart indale / The Detroi t News 

LAKE ORION - Two near-drownings and Advertisement 
two paralyzing accidents over the long holiday 
weekend have marine deputies preaching 
water safety to anyone who will listen. ' 

"All these incidents underscore the need for people to always keep safety in mind when 
having fim," said Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard. "The two most common factors 
in these tragedies is improper use of equipment or alcohol. We have to be diligent around water 
because tragedies can happen in a second. You have to be sharp all the time." 

The Oakland County Sheriffs Marine Division, which is responsible for 450 lakes, was 
called out to five serious accidents since Saturday, including three on Tuesday. /f ^ i 

Among them: K ^ i j 
On Tuesday, a 21-year-old University of Michigan senior from Plymouth Township was 

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060706/METRO02/607060315/1050/SPORTS06 7/7/2006 
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with college friends on Sylvan Lake when 
he dove into 29 inches ofwater and suffered 
spinal cord injuries. The man, a strong 
swimmer who previously had participated in 
triathlon events, is paralyzed. Alcohol was 
involved. 

On Tuesday, a 42-year-old Waterford 
Township woman was hospitalized, also for 
partial paralysis, after a kite tube accident on 
Union Lake. Her husband was also treated 
temporarily at an area hospital after he 
attempted to rescue his wife. 

On Tuesday, a 3-year-old boy was treated 
at an area hospital after he wandered into 
w âter at a Camp Dearbom beach, near 
Milford, and was under water for a few 
minutes. He was revived and reported in good 
condition. 

On Sunday, a 48-year-old man slipped on 
a dock on Cass Lake and fell into the water 
unconscious. He was rescued by a neighbor, 
who performed resuscitation, and was treated 
at an area hospital for injuries and released. 
Alcohol was involved, investigators said. 

On Saturday, an 11-year-old Cleveland 
boy on a visit to the area was in a swimming 
pool in Lathrup Village with other youths 
when he apparently went under water and did 
not resurface. The boy, who may have been 
underwater for 15 minutes, remains 
hospitalized on life support. 

Oakland County has more than 82,000 
registered watercraft. On Wednesday, Scott 
Slagle, 45, of Lake Orion was given a surprise 
spot safety inspection by deputies to ensure he 
had the proper equipment on board his 
Yamaha SR 230. Slagle was "boat legal" and 
said he was glad to see the deputies out. 

"Over the weekend, it was crazy out here," 
Slagle said. "Boats cutting off other boats. 
Boaters coming too close to tubers. When 
somebody falls off a tube, it only takes a 
second to run over them with another boat; it's 
not like you have brakes on these like a car." 

Sgt. Dan Toth said there have also been 
several boating accidents including a personal 
watercraft accident on Lake Neva in White 
Lake Township in which the operator 
slammed into an aluminum dock, and an 
incident on Lake Orion when an intoxicated 
boater who collided with another craft had to 
be chased down by deputies. 

im\im^^ sm^ inmc. 
> GET FREE HEADLINES BY E-MAIL 
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Charles V. Tines / The Detroit News 
Oakland County Sheriffs Marine Deputy 
Milt Williams inspects Scott Slagle's boat to 
ensure Slagle has the proper equipment 
while he and his family are on Lake Orion. 
"Over the weekend, it was crazy out here," 
says Slagle, 45, of Lake Orion. "Boats 
cutting off other boats." See full image 

Safety tips 
The Oakland County Sheriffs Office Marine Division 
offers the following tips for boaters: 

Know your craft. 
Be weatherwise. 
Bring extra gear you may need. 
Tell someone where you're going, who is with 

you, and how long you'll be away. 
Ventilate after fueling. 
Anchor from bow, not stern. 
Always carry all required safety equipment 

including floatation devices for every passenger and 
a fire extinguisher. 

Take a safe boating course. 

> Printer friendly version 
> Comment on this story 
•• Send this story to a friend 
> Get Home Delivery 

^^5 
"I don't know if it's the economy, the hot, humid weather or the holiday falling on a Tuesday, 
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but our lakes seemed more congested with boaters this vC'csk," Toth said. "A lot of boaters 
who normally might be going up north to cottages or campgrounds are staying closer to home. 
It's putting more boats on our area lakes." 

The kite tube accident concems Toth.and others. Kite tubes, relatively new and legal water 
toys, are towed behind watercraft and can take riders up to 65 feet in the air. The U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission earlier this month issued wamings about their use after 
two deaths and 12 serious injuries elsewhere involving the inflatable nylon saucer-shaped tube. 
People have been seriously injured when abmptly dropping back down and slamming into the 
water. 

The federal group is investigating whether to pull kite tubes off the market. 
They have been harmed at some U.S. Army Corps of Engineers controlled lakes in Texas 

and Utah following serious injuries in those states. 
You can reach Mike Martindale at (248) 647-7226 or minartmdale@detnews.coin. 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:53 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A - Kite-tube 

Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 11:48 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A - Kite-tube 

Original Message 
From: Irish, Cathleen A. 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 5:10 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A 

06/30/2006 14:36:49 

Name ,= Dwight W. Riney 
Address = 1 0 Sunny Slope Ave 
City = Hannibal 
State = Missouri 
Zip = 63401 
Email = drineyw@hotmail.com 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim = Dwight Riney 
Victim's Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave 
Victim's City = Hannibal 
Victim's State = Missouri 
Victim's Zip = S3401 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: We tried the new Wego kite-tube on Sunday 06/18/06. After several 
(4 1 think) people rode it first it was my turn. Each had approximately 5 tries on it 
before I did. When I got on the tube my one and only ride lasted around 20 seconds. Soon 
after the kite-tube caught air with me on it, it took me up to approximately 20 ft within 
approximately a few seconds. Just as it was hitting its peak it turned downward 
violently. I was knocked unconscious and when I came to, spit up quite a bit of blood. 
My injuries included a bruised lung and my ribs had a severe injury, possibly cracked or 
dislocated. Other injuries include a hurt neck, back and a bad bruise on my back-side. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 27 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/18/2006 
Product involved = kite-tube approx 10ft in diameter Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Wego/Sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or 
Country) = Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, manufacture 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov
mailto:drineyw@hotmail.com


C 'C 
date = Date product purchased = Name Release = Do not release name 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Wednesday, July 05, 2006 3:13 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A Kite Tube 

***************** ********************************** 
Richard L. S t e rn 
A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r 
Fuel , E l e c t r i c a l & Recrea t iona l Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
v o i c e : 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2 006 10:52 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc.: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent:. Wednesday, July 05, 2006 8:55 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A 

07/04/2006 16:06:41 

Name = James Dalziel 
Address = 13 64 Chestnut St. 
City = Redding 
State = California 
Zip = 96001 
Email = sensical@gmail.com 
Telephone = 530-524-9654 
Name of Victim = James Dalziel 
Victim's Address =13 64 Chestnut St. 
Victim's City = Redding 
Victim's State = California 
Victim's Zip = 96001 
Victim's Telephone = 530-524-9654 

Incident Description: Slightly windy day with Wego Kit Tube on Whiskeytown Lake in 
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area in Northern California. 
Travelling about 35mph, kit tube caught a gust of air and reached a height of about 30 or 
35ft. Remained stable for a few moments and then suddenly flipped over, I let go to fall 
and started falling back towards the water. A gust of wind caught the kite tube and it 
swung between me and the water and I landed on it then the water. I immediately felt pain 
in my leg and thought maybe it was a dislocated hip. After a car ride to the ER, sitting 
in the ER for 2 hours, and finally getting X-Rays I was told I'd broken my hip. 
(Displaced Femoral Neck) which is a major trauma and I had to have surgery that same 

night. (Surgery involved placing [3] 4" long bolts into my hip) I'm not able to walk on 
it for 3 months, after which point it will have healed, or it will not have healed 
properly and I'll have to have another surgery with a full hip replacement. All of the 
nurses and doctors were shocked that at 2 0 I'd broken my hip and said the force of the 
impact must have been extreme. They checked for (but didn't find, luckily) internal 
bleeding of my organs. 

&9f 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov
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victim's age at time of incident = 20 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/12/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir 
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE Product involved 
still available = Yes. Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube 
Date product, purchased = 6/1/06 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

m 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 3:12 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A - Tube kite 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cp.BC.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, Jo tin C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2 006 10:56 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A - Tube kite 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, uJuly 05, 2006 8:56 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A 

07/04/2006 22:51:21 

Name = Amanda Olderog 
Address = 1210 Royal Oaks Drive 
City = Davenport 
State = Iowa 
Zip = 52806 
Email = amanda-olderog@mchsi.com 
Telephone = 563-349-4252 
Name of Victim = Scott Olderog 
Victim's Address = 3112 Summertree Ave 
victim's City = Bettendorf 
Victim's State = Iowa 
Victim's Zip = 52722 
Victim's Telephone = 563-332-1455 

Incident Description: My brother in law, Scott Olderog, was using a tube kite at 
approximately 25 ft above water when he lost control (the tube turned in the 
air) and lost grip. He fell to the water and was knocked unconscious for several minutes. 
Luckily, two nurses were watching and helped (along with several others) to stabilize him 
while we attempted to contact the ambulance. He is currently in the intensive care unit 
for observation of a broken blood vessel in his brain. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 30 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/4/06 
Product involved = Tube kite 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = unknown 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = unknown Product involved still 
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = unknown at this time 

^ 0 1 
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Date product purctiased = on ebay, June 2006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer 
only 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. . 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:47 AM 

To: Mele, Stephen V.; Ault, Eric B. 

Cc: Ingle; Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Heads up - two KT cases on same lake - Update 

thanks Steve 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 9:58 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Ault, Eric B. 
Subject: RE: Heads up - two KT cases on same lake - Update 

I spoke to Chris Huebner, NCWRC, He checked and they did not conduct an investigation ofthis incident, but they will do one 
now. His investigator is in training and then on vacation, so their investigation may not begin for a few weeks. He will provide me 
their report when connpleted. 
I just left a voicemail message for the complainant. 

Dennis, I asked Chris Huebner about the possibility of doing a search for other kite tube incidents. He said the kite tube wouldn't 
likely show up in a search, but also added that he's been in his current position since August, 2005 and he reviews every boating 
accident report (covering all of NC) that is prepared. He indicated that because these products are unique he'd remember if one 
was mentioned in a previous report. These two incidents are the only ones he's aware of anywhere in NC and according to his 
conversations with other officers and officials, the May incident was the first time they'd ever seen one of these products on the 
lake. 

Steve 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 9:16 AM 
To: Ault, Eric B.; Mele, Stephen V. 
Subject: Heads up — two KT cases on same lake 

I believe Steve has the first incident, this is believed to be a second. Can he handle both? 

Steve, I received the first report from Chris Huebner ofthe NC Wildlife Resources Commission; fax the 
request to # 919-707-0045 and tell him you need it right away. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safetj' Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax #262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasiusfgcpsc.gov 

—Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM 

7/7/2006 
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To: Emerging Hazards; Intemet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, t/ihha L. 
Subject: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A 

07/05/2006 13:01:05 

Name = Iain Hamilton 
Address = 25 West Chase court 

City = Youngsville 
State = North Carolina 
Zip = 27596 
Email = ihamiltonl@nc.rr.com 
Telephone = 919 341 5981 
Name of Victim = Iain Hamilton 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 feet off the water the tube twisted and dived 
uncontrolably to the water. My right foot somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium scews to 
be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks or so depending on the recovery. 

Victim's age at time of incident =40 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/08/06 
Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address 
= don't know Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available = No Product model and 
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release 
= Release name to the manufacturer and public 

7/7/2006 ^ / 
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FW: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #ip'^70069A - Kite Tube ^ Page 1 of 2 

Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Webb, Robert L. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:43 AM 

To: Kohen, Beverly J.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

Importance: High 

Incident involves the Wego Kite tube. 
Victim- Henderson- is the brother of the complainant - Klawitter. 
Victim - DOB: 09/16/1986; 5'11"; 170 pounds. 
At the time of the incident victim was wearing a helmet and life vest, being pulled by a "bay liner boat with MD registration-
unknown number at this time. 
Speed of the boat was about 25 mph. height of fall was about 25-30 feet to the water. Boat owned by Klawitter. Has the boat for a 
couple of years. 

Kite tube purchased for $500.00 via the inter-net from BOATTUBE.com and shipped via UPS on or about 05/22/2006. 
Product comes with a multi-colored rope for use in the form of 45 feet for beginners; 55 feet and the longest length of 65 feet as 
per conversation with complainant. 
Complainant saw the video on the inter- net and though this might be a "fun" thing to do and have. 
Only warning he could remember was "Go as high as you are willing to fall". Will check the tube out during interview meeting. 

Victim was flown by helicopter from the accident site to local hospital where he was treated and released for a minor head 
concussion. 

Telephone interview with Klawitter this date. Meeting set for 7:00 AM in Maryland at his home to photograph the kite tube and to 
obtain any documents that might be available. Victim lives with his parents in a nearby town. This was the first time use by the 
victim of the kite tube. 

Any other areas of concern or concentration for the interview of 07/07/2006 ?? 

From: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:50 AM 
To: Webb, Robert L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 8:16 AM 
To: Robinson, Pamela 
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

An IDI will be forthcoming from Epi on this incident, but we need to get started as soon as possible. Dennis 
has sent details on areas of interest in this investigations which I forwarded earlier. Thanks. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 4:31 PM 
To: Ault, Eric B. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

May show up in IFS as early as tomorrow, but we can get someone started on it in the meantime? 

7/7/2006 ^ O t ^ 
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From: Ingle, Robin L. ^ 
Sent: Wed 7/5/20O6 4:30 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

Will assign as HBB. 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:14 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laiura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:39 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Intemet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A 

07/05/2006 10:42:13 

Name = Daniel Klawitter 
Address = 105 Turtleback Court 
City = Rising Sun 
State = Maryland 
Zip = 21911 
Email = danklaw(§yahoo.com 
Telephone = 302-631-7393 
Name of Victim = Richard Henderson III 
Victim's Address = 1784 Jacob Tome HWY 
Victim's City = Port Deposit 
Victim's State = Maryland 
Victim's Zip = 21904 
Victim's Telephone = 410-658-6059 

Incident Description: Travelling 25 mph the tube abmptly flew 25feet in the air and ejected the victim off of the tube. The victim was coughing 
up blood and had to be flown to a trauma center for evaluation. 

Victim's age at time of incident =19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident =6-11-06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 Name 
Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

7/7/2006 Q^ 
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T o p k a , Tanya L. 

From: Twitchell, Jason M. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 5:48 PM 

To: Kessler, Charles R; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: FW: JMT - Assign when into IFS Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A - Kite Tube 

I forgot to include that the boat speed at the time of the incident was estimated to be between 20 and 25 mph. 

Jason Twitchell 
Product Safety Investigator 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
P.O. Box 392 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-842-5304 
j twitchell(^cp sc. gov 

From: Twitchell, Jason M. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 5:43 PM 
To: Kessler, Charles R; Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: RE: JMT - Assign when into IFS Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A - Kite Tube 

Spoke with victim's sister, Megan Kirby (22YOF), this afternoon by telephone. The victim purchased the approximately 12-foot 
Wego Kite Tube online (website unknown) and received it Friday, June 30, 2006. According to the sister, there were warnings on 
the product and/or product literature that mentioned you would be safe as long as you kept the speed below a specified m.p.h. 
She stated that the victim had read the warning and had the impression that the product would be safe to operate. 

The victim was a 24 YOM who had no previous experience with this product. The victim lived vvith his parents on a small 
lake in Wrentham, Massachusetts, where the incident occurred. His parents owned an inboard speed boat (hp unknown) and 
one of the victim's friends on the lake owned a similar type boat. 

The victim received the product in the mail on Friday 6/30, inflated it, and tried it out on the lake with two similar-aged friends. The 
sister stated that they each took a turn for about 10 to 15 minutes each. One friend suffered a bloody nose from his ride and 
another friend suffered a slight shoulder strain. The victim operated the kite tube without incident. The following day, July 1, 2006, 
the victim went out on the lake with three different friends (ages between 21 and 24 YOMs). The sister wasn't sure whose boat 
they were using. At about 1 pm, the victim took a turn in the kite tube. He got into the tube in the middle of the lake. He 
grabbed the handles and when the speed boat accelerated, he was lifted into the air. The victim told his sister that he 
was at a height of about 25 feet for a few minutes when suddenly the wind must have caught the tube and caused it to tilt 
and go down sideways. With the victim holding on to it, the tube apparently landed in the water sideways. Upon impact, 
he reportedly bounced'a considerable distance away from the tube. When the boat circled around to the victim, he appeared 
unresponsive and they thought that he was either in shock or unconscious. Two of his friends entered the water to rescue him. 
They reported that the victim started to yell and scream. Concerned that he may have suffered a head or spinal injury they laid 
him on the end platform of the boat, called 911, and transported him to shore. When they got to shore in about five minutes, the 
ambulance was there. The EMS took some time to stabilize him and put his leg in traction before transporting him by ambulance 
to Rhode Island Hospital in Providence, Rl. 

The victim suffered a broken femur in his right leg and bruised ribs. There was no head or spinal injury. The victim is 
currently in intensive care due to complications involving bone marrow leaking into the blood which resulted in respiratory 
difficulties and delay of surgery. Surgery to his leg is scheduled for Monday, July 10. 

I'm trying to arrange for an onsite to inspect the kite tube on Monday, July 10, 2006 at the parent's house. 

Jason Twitchell 
Product Safety hivestigator 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
P.O. Box 392 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 / 7 / ) V 
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T o p k a , T a n y a L. 

From: Cottral, Bridgette D. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 4:38 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: FW: Media Coverage Interest on Davenport, IA Tube Kite 7/4/06 Incident 

FYI - my a p p t . with t h i s family i s i n about 1 hour . I Vi?ill send some feedback 
t o you tomorrow.' 

J n v e s t i g - a t o r B r i d g e t t e C o t t r a l 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Westem Division, Davenport, IA Post 
PO Box 595, Rapids City, IL 61278 
309-523-2346, Fax 309-523-2394, Cell 563-650-0945 
bcottral(a).cpsc.gov www.cpscgov HOTLINE: 800.638.2772 
" S a v i n g L i v e s a n d Keeping F a m i l i e s S a f e . " 

From: Cottral, Bridgette D. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:37 PM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Cc: Ross, Robin M.; Nava, Frank J. 
Subject: RE: Media Coverage Interest on Davenport, IA Tube Kite 7/4/06 Incident 

J u l i e -

-I want to share some back ground info with you about this area. The location of 
this incident was. near Andalusia, IL on the Mississippi River, which has many 
damns north of St. Louis to Minneapolis area. The river above each damn is 
like a large lake, and it draws lots of water sports all summer. Andalusia is 
south of Davenport, vvrhich is one of 4 cities here called the "Quad Cities" 
which includes 2 cities in Iowa (along with Bettendorf - where this victim 
lives) and 2 cities in Illinois called Moline and Rock Island. The Mississippi 
River separates the 2 states. There are about 4 damns within a 100 mile radius 
of the Quad Cities. Hope this background info helps you. 

I n v e s t i g a t o r B r i d g e t t e C o t t r a l 
US Consiuner Piroduct Safety Commission 
Western Division, Davenport, IA Post 
PO Box 595, Rapids City, IL 61278 
309-523-2346, Fax 309-523-2394, Cell 563-650-0945 
bcottral(a),cpsc.gov www.cpscgov HOTLINE: 800.638-2772 
"Sa-ving L i v e s a n d Keeping F a m i l i e s S a f e . " 

From: Cottral, Bridgette D. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 2:48 PM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Cc: Ross, Robin M.; Nava, Frank J. 
Subject: Media Coverage Interest on Davenport, IA Tube Kite 7/4/06 Incident 
Importance: High 

Ref: Doc # I0670062A 

Julie - f/u to my phone call -

7/7/2006 70^ 
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I was contacted by: • 

Cheri Bustos, Senior Director of Communications 
Trinity Hospital 

2701 17*^^ Street 
Rock Island, IL 61201 
309-779-2979 
bustosc©trinitvqc.com 

She is interested in doing a media interview/press release to all local media 
(TV/Print) ASAP on this July 4th incident, which occurred here on the 
Mississippi River. He was treated at this hospital and released after 1 day, 
but: has some brain/memory issues. She is trying to get the victim's family to. 
go before the camera and asked for our assistance. I told her I would call you 
and ask you to call her. 

I have a 4:30 pm interview TODAY with the family and several witnesses who 
include on of this (Trinity) Hospital's Nurses who provided first aid on the 
scene and may have saved the victim's life. 

Thanks for your help. 

By the way, you looked "marvelous" on CNN the other day! 

I n v e s t i g a t o r B r i d g e t t e C o t t r a l 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Westem Division, Davenport, IA Post 
PO Box 595, Rapids City, IL 61278 
309-523-2346, Fax 309-523-2394, Cell 563-650-0945 
bcottral@cpsc.gov www.cpscgov HOTLINE: 800.638-2772 
"Saving Lives and Keeping Families Safe." 

7/7/2006 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06,2006 3:54 PM 

To: Blasius, Dennis R; Schoem, Marc J. 

Cc: Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Kite tube death in canada 

Here's the article Julie meationed from Canada, in case you had a hard time locating it: 

From the Guelph (Canada) Mercury: ' 

Drowning leads to impaired boating charge 

THANA DHARMARAJAE 

GUELPH (Jul 6, 2006) 

A Brampton man has been charged with operating a motorboat while impaired following a drowning at Belwood Lake 
near Fergus Tuesday. 

Dennis Persaud, 40, also faces charges of driving while disquahfied and failure to comply with his probation. 

A bail hearing was scheduled for today at provincial court in Guelph. 

Just after 8 p.m. Tuesday, 38-year-old Glen Buttigieg of Caledon was on a kite tube being towed by a motorboat with 
two men on board when the tube flipped and Buttigieg drowned, police report. 

The inflatable tube "flies up to about 20 feet," Wellington OPP Constable Keith Robb said yesterday. "It was airbome 
and it flipped over. He jumped from it into the water and went under." 

Buttigieg, a horse trainer, had come to Belwood Lake with a group of friends. A couple of them had been filming from 
another motorboat while Buttigieg was kite tubing, Robb said. 

They jumped into the water to pull him to the shore, but he was pronounced dead at Groves Memorial Community 
Hospital in Fergus. 

An autopsy was performed yesterday to determine the cause of death, but the results were not available at press time. 

Police seized both motorboats at the scene of Tuesday's drowning for further investigation. 

Under new federal legislation, boaters face tough penalties for being under the influence of alcohol. 

These include losing their motor vehicle driver's licence if they're convicted of impaired boating. 

"It is an added pxmishment to deter people from drinking (and operating a boat)," Robb said. 

Those charged with boating while intoxicated automatically lose their driver's licence for 90 days. 

For a first conviction, a minimum year-long licence suspension is automatic. 

7/7/2006 ' / ( C / 
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There's a three-year suspension for a second conviction. 

Sindy Parsons, public education manager with the Lifesaving Society -an organization that certifies all Canadian 
lifeguards — said people need to think twice before getting behind the wheel of any vehicle, including a boat, while 
dmnk. 

"People think because it's aboat, it's different.. . but people's lives are at risk," she said. 

Parsons said she doesn't believe people are becoming more irresponsible when it comes to water safety, but they are 
becoming more aware of drowning incidents. 

"Water is great fun but we need to be careful around it," she said. "Canadians love to enjoy the water in the summer, 
but drowning is very quick and silent and you can drown in seconds." 

People should remember to wear hfe-jackets, which will ensure they're kept above water in the event of an accident. 

Last summer, three people - a 40-year-old Kitchener man and two brothers, aged nine and seven, from Toronto -
drowned in a small quarry at the Belwood Lake conservation area. 

Prior to those deaths, records show no one had drowned in that vicinity since 1996. 

Dave Schultz, spokesperson for the Grand'River Conservation Authority, said in response to last year's drowning, the 
conservation authority started loaning out life-jackets, outfitted beaches with better signs, added buoy lines to show 
where water is more than four feet deep, and emergency telephones. 

However, in Tuesday's kite tubing death, the drowning occurred in circumstances that were beyond the conservation 
authority's jurisdiction, Schultz said. 

"In the lake, when people are on boats, they're under the jurisdiction of federal and provincial laws." 

Nancy Buttigieg, Glen Buttigieg's stepmother prior to a divorce, was saddened by Tuesday's drowning. 

"It's awful, absolutely awful," she said from her home in Innisfil, Ont., her voice choking with emotion. 

She said Buttigieg was known for his love of outdoor activities, and one of his passions was riding horses. 

"He was an absolute natural," she said, adding it was a love he shared with his father, who frained thoroughbred horses 
for a living. 

Buttigieg had trained his own thoroughbred horses for several races at the Toronto's Woodbine Racetrack since at least 
1992, Woodbine Entertainment spokesperson John Siscos said. 

However, records showed a gap from 1995 to this year, when Buttigieg trained two horses. 

One ofthe highhghts of his career came in 1994 when Bronze Basque, a four-year-old chestnut gelding, won the Fair 
Play Breeders'Cup. 

tdharmaraj ah(g),guelphmercury .com 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:26 PM 

7/7/2006 7il 
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To: Schoem*̂  Marc J. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Kite tube death in canada 

Can we ask Canada to investigate this incident Marc? 

From: Vallese, Julie IM. 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 1:47 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Stern, Richard L. 
Subject: Kite tube death in canada 

Just got off the phone with a reporter in Guelph, Ontario. A man died on a kite tube on Lake Belwood a day or two ago. 
In reading the article, alcohol may have played a role. 

My computer is down so I can't attach the article but you can read it at www.guelphmercury.com There will be a follow up article in 
tomorrow's edition. 

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld 

7/7/2006 ///Z 
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T o p k a , T any a L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ault, Eric B. 
Monday, July 03, 2006 10:47 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2 006 7:59 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A 

07/02/2006 17:34:47 

Name = Randy Kladivo 
Address = 4 553 Bradley Road 
City = Tower 
State = Minnesota 
Zip = 55790 
Email = shamrock7@frontiernet.net 
Telephone = 218-753-5457 
Name of Victim = Travis Kladivo 
Victim's Address = 4553 Bradley ROad 
Victim's City = Tower 
Victim's State = Minnesota 
Victim's Zip = 55790 
Victim's Telephone = 218-753-5457 

Incident Description: Wego Kite tube accident. 
Fall from 20' at approx 30 MPH 

Gust of wind caused lose of control 

Victim's age at time of incident = 19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/25/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite tube marketed by Sportsstuff.Product brand name/manufacturer 
= Sportsstuff Kite Tube Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle Suite A Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska Product involved still available 
= Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = model 53-500 Date product 
purchased = June 2006 Name Release = Do not release name 

qa 

mailto:shamrock7@frontiernet.net


r 
T o p k a , Tanya L. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 11:04 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County 

Robin actually I think it might be what we are looking for. Go ahead and assign it. 
Dennis can you have the field call about the incident listed half way through the news 
story about a rope from a kite tube getting stuck, 
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006607030310 

r 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: jconline®journalandcourier.com [mailto:jconlineOjournalandcourier.com] 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County 

You have been sent the following article from Robin Ingle as a courtesy of the Journal and 
Courier (Lafayette-West Lafayette, IN). 

"22 ticketed for boating violations in White County" 

To view this article on The Journal and Courier Web site, go to: 
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2 0 0660703 0310 

The following is a short message from Robin Ingle: 

There's a tube kite incident mentioned here, but I don't think it's the .kind you want --
is it? 

rjii 

http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006607030310
http://www.cpsc.gov
mailto:jconlineOjournalandcourier.com
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Topka, Tanya L. 
Monday, July 03, 2006 10:24 AM 
Ingle, Robin L. 
Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670011A 

Robin and Dennis same drill as before. Another incident. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov •.... ,. 

Original Message 
From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:22 AM 
To:. Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I067;C)011A 

Dropping like flies. 

--Original Message , - ..J . . 
From: Noble, Laura EW '•i77i 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 7 :.58 AM' ' '' "f . 
To: "Emerging Hazards; Internet. Incident Reports;,; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. ' •• . 
siibject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670011A 

•07/02/2006 13:49:14 

Name = Virginia wilson 
Address = 1139 eaton cr IF 
City = castle rock 
State = Colorado 
Zip = 80104 
Email = vwilson4x4@yahoo.com 
Telephone = 3039071563 
Name of Victim = same 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City. = 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's. Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was riding a wego kite tube when it suddenly and violently nose 
dived into the water. The result was a splintered femur and I was in the hospital for 9 
d a y s ,„• . :, •:•;, 

victim's age at time of incident = 26 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 06-11-06 
Product involved = wego, kite tube 
Product- brand name/manufacturer = sportstuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = may 06 Name Release = 
Release name to the manufacturer and public 

/7/5 
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7 C , 
Topka , Tanya L. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. , 

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:20 AM 

To: Blasius, Dennis R. ' 

. Cc: Schoem, Marc J. / - v 

Subject:"-^ Can field get started? *vS.;».̂ .. >.:-*i.̂ : :..:.: .:^ y , . . . ..,.--

Attachments: FW Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670C)04A - Kite Tube.msg; RE Internet Form Complaint - Doc 
• #10670001A - Kite Tube.msg; FW Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A.MSG 

Dennis, 
.These.areall beingjssjgned CBB with^ make sure the^field is at least getting started on these and 
'hliakirig'pHBne calls? fiiiaihks."'' ' *' ' ^ ' " ' " ^ ^ .;.;:;:-. » -• 0 -.- «:: ; :> 

Tanyalopka, Compliance Officer "'^ 
U.S. CPSC ' • • ' ' " ' ' / 
301-504-7594 ' ' ' . : . , ; i . 
www.cpscgov , • • • "i 

7/3/2006 /7/^ 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday, July 03, 2006 9:58 AM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint- Doc#10670001 A- Kite Tube 

-: Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 9:57 AM 
To:- EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L., 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670001A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 8:57 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670001A 

07/02/2006 19:44:53 

Name of Health Care Professional = Sonja Navarro Address = Mecosta CO. ER City = big 
rapids State = Michigan Zip = 49307 Email = SonjaN911@triton.net Telephone = 231-796-8691 

Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State) 
purchased = 

Product model and serial number = Date product 

Incident Description: Patient on a Kite Tube, was up several feet in the air, kite flipped 
and patient fell off, hitting head on water, sustaining loss of consciousness for several 
seconds. Awoke vomiting. CT scan is negative for bleed, CT C-spine is negative for 
fracture. Diagnoses here in ER: vomiting, concussion with loss of consciousness, and 
cervical neck strain. Injury occurred on Pretty Lake while visiting mother-in-law's at 
15664 Jaeger Dr., Mecosta, MI. 

Victim's age at time of incident= 35 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/2/2006 
Name of Victim = Jennings, Shawn 
Victim's Address = 723 W. Ridge Ct. 
Victim's City = Lake Orion 
Victim's State = Michigan 
Victim's Zip = 48359 
Victim's Telephone = 248-214-1350 

Product involved still available = Yes 
Where product located = Aaron Pfau in Detroit, MI area 

m 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday July 03, 2006 10:07 AM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A - Kite Tube 

And another one! 

Original Message-----
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:05 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670004A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 8:57 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A 

07/01/2006 20:02:17 

Name = Ryan Rescheske 
Address = 2115 S. 94th St. 
City = West Allis 
State = Wisconsin 
Zip = 53227 
Email = macoy@wi.rr.com 
Telephone = 4146513542 
Name of Victim = same 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was on a KITE TUBE and broke my right leg. I was doing exactly 
what i was instructed to do by the video, when i soared to uncontrolable heights and lost 
control. I hit the water with such force that i broke my right femur just below my hip. 
I have done some extinsive surgery, and reabilitation. along with more than 40,000 dollars 
in medical expenses. I know i am not the first to do this, across the nation is just 
lighting up with other kite tube injuries, even DEATH! 

Victim's age at time of incident = 26 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 05-07-06 
Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Product fnodel and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release 
= Release name to manufacturer only 

m 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:04 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A 

FYI - in today's crop of Internet Complaints. 

Original Message 
From: Irish, Cathleen A. 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 4:10 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form- Complaint - Doc #I0660516A 

06/30/2006 14:36:49 

Name = Dwight W. Riney 
Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave 
City = Hannibal 
State = Missouri 
Zip = 63401 
Email = drineyw@hotmail.com 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim = Dwight Riney 
Victim's Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave 
Victim's City = Hannibal 
Victim's State =• Missouri 
Victim's Zip = 63401 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: We tried the new Wego kite-tube on Sunday 06/18/06. After several 
(4 I think) people rode it first it was my turn. Each had approximately 5 tries on it 
before I did. When I got on the tube my one and only ride lasted around 2 0 seconds. Soon 
after the kite-tube caught air with me on it, it took me up to approximately 20 ft within 
approximately a few seconds. Just as it was hitting its peak it turned downward 
violently. I was knocked unconscious and when I came to, spit up quite a bit of blood. 
My injuries, included a bruised lung and my ribs had a severe injury, possibly cracked or 
dislocated. Other injuries include a hurt neck, back and a bad bruise on my back-side. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 27 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 06/18/2006 
Product involved = kite-tube approx 10ft in diameter Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Wego/Sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or 
Country) = Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, manufacture 
date = Date product purchased = Name Release = Do not release name 

7/̂  

mailto:drineyw@hotmail.com


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Importance: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday, July 03, 2006 9:24 AM 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660483A - Wego Kite Tube 

High 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 8:33 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660483A 

06/28/2006 19:50:36 

Name = John Schreve 
Address = 2 84 8 Femrite Drive 
City = Cottage Grove 
State. = Wisconsin 
Zip = 53527 
Email = jackyikes@aol.com 
Telephone = 608-838-7749 
Name of Victim = Greg 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City = Delafield 
Victim's State = Wisconsin 
Victim' s. Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I can give you more information in the next few days, or 
other names that can. Greg, the friend of a friend, died of internal injuries 
the Wego Kite Tube on Little St. Germain lake, in St. Germain, Wisconsin. He 
clavicle, lacerated liver and spleen, and possibly other injuries. He died of 
attack, caused by the stress of the lacerated liver, which was bleeding profus 
according to reports I received by voice, from a second party, reportedly afte 
coroner's report. I want to make you aware of this DEATH since I saw a report 
have just started an investigation into this inheritantly dangerous product, 
can get it removed from the marketplace. The victim was only 2 to 6 feet off 
yet still sustained significant bodily damage when the "kite tube" pummeled hi 
water. 

give you 
after using 

had a broken 
a heart 

ely, 
r the 
that you 
I hope you 
the ground, 
m into the 

Victim's age at time of incident = 4 4 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6-26-06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff, Inc. 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 "E" Circle (A) Omaha, NE 68137 Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = June 2006 Name 
Release = Do not release name death = yes 

7770 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 9:12 AM 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: FW: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, Ml. 

Attachments: 070506. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, Ml.pdf 

Please assign normal priority can be telephone 

Dennis, the investigators do not need to provide me updates anymore. Marc is handling the negotiations with the firm and we 
don't really need the updates anymore. 

Robin and Dennis after tomorrow you do not need to assign anymore of these idis just send me the document numbers so I can 
keep track of all the reports coming in. Although if either of you really want to assign them you can. . 

Tanya Topka, Connpiiance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Grundy, Michelle A. 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 10:46 PM 
To: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Vece, John R. 
Subject: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

This incident was reported tonight on my local news station. This I S a kite tubing accident. 

Michelle 

7/11/2006 
r/Al 

http://www.cpscgov
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Topka, Tanya L 

From: Grundy, Michelle A. 

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 10:46 PM 

To: Kohen, Beverly J. 

Cc: , Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Vece, John R. 

Subject: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident Union Lake, Ml. 

Attachments: 0 70506. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, Ml.pdf 

This incident was reported tonight on my local news station. This IS a kite tubing accident. 

Michelle 

7/11/2006 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Tuesday, July 11, 2006 4:09 PM 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Spitler, Virginia R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670180A - Kitetube 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: T o p p i n g , John C. 
S e n t : T u e s d a y , J u l y 1 1 , 2006 3:44 PM 
Tp: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW : Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670180A - Kitetube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 8:22 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Intiernet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670180A 

07/10/2006 20:11:03 

Name« 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip 
Email 
Telephone" = 3 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address = 
Minnesota Victim's 

^SSytftwUitMttftflftJi.-wi 

,.,a|SjS^*s«fS^«»«!«SJ< 
SW victim' 

Zip = 56308 Victim's Telephone** 
Lctim's State 

Incident Description: While using the Wego Kitetube Tyler was violently thrown into the 
water from an estimated height of 15 to 2 0 feet the boat speed was approximately 15 mph. 
He landed on his back and was unable to respond for approximately 30 to 45 seconds. He 
was unable to stand and was in very severe pain. We took him to the emergency room of our 
local hospitol and x-rays and CT scan and lab work. He did have blood in his urine and 
all other tests came back normal. He had very large bruses on his lower back from the 
impact. I believe that the speed of the boat in thier demonstration video in excess of 
the speed they recomend for the Kite tube. He was unable to get out of bed for 36 hours 
and after that amount of time he started to feel better. He still has some discomfort in 
his left rib area and lower back pain. We watched and followed the manufacturers DVD. 
This product is very unsafe and even on calm days without a gust of wind is very 
unpredictable. We are very thankful that Tyler is doing as well as he is but I fear for 
the people who purchase and use this kitetube not knowing the dangers tihat it presents. 
If,„any further information is needed from us feel free to contact me dHHNMIMifilrf at work 

Home Thank-you for your help. Regards 

Victim's age at time of incident = 15 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6-27-06 
Product involved = Wego Kitetube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = Sportstuff Inc. 11213 E Circle Suite A Omaha, NE 68137 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 

'/^i 



06-24-06 Name Release = ReleWe name to manufacturer only 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Glogowski, Henry P. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 2:49 PM 

To: Webb, Robert L. 

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l067bo69A - Kite Tube 

Good job Bob 

From: Webb, Robert L. 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 2:39 PM 
To: Glogowski, Henry P. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

FYI 
Have spoken with Dennis. 
Will write up after meeting with complainant 

From: Webb, Robert L. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:43 AM 
To: Kohen, Beverly J.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 
Importance: High 

Incident involves the Wego Kite tube. 
Victim- Henderson- is the brother of the complainant - Klawitter. 
Victim - DOB: 09/16/1986; 5'11"; 170 pounds. 
At the time of the incident victim was wearing a helmet and life vest, being pulled by a "bay liner boat with MD registration-
unknown number at this time. 
Speed of the boat was about 25 mph. height of fall was about 25-30 feet to the water. Boat owned by Klawitter. Has the boat for a 
couple of years. 

Kite tube purchased for $500.00 via the inter-net from BOATTUBE.com and shipped via UPS on or about 05/22/2006. 
Product comes with a multi-colored rope for use in the form of 45 feet for beginners; 55 feet and the longest length of 65 feet as 
per conversation with complainant. 
Complainant saw the video on the inter- net and though this might be a "fun" thing to do and have. 
Only warning he could remember was "Go as high as you are willing to fall". Will check the tube out during interview meeting. 

Victim was flown by helicopter from the accident site to local hospital where he was treated and released for a minor head 
concussion. 

Telephone interview with Klawitter this date. Meeting set for 7:00 AM in Maryland at his home to photograph the kite tube and to 
obtain any documents that might be available. Victim lives with his parents in a nearby town. This was the first time use by the 
victim of the kite tube. 

Any other areas of concern or concentration for the interview of 07/07/2006 ?? 

From: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:50 AM 
To: Webb, Robert L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

7/7/2006 
9>G 

http://BOATTUBE.com
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From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 8:16 AM 
To: Robinson, Pamela 
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

An IDI will be forthcoming from Epi on this incident, but we need to get started as soon as possible. Dennis 
has sent details on areas of interest in this investigations which I forwarded earlier. Thanks. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 4:31 PM 
To: Ault, Eric B. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

May show up in IFS as early as tomorrow, but we can get someone started on it in the meantime? 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wed 7/5/2006 4:30 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

Will assign as HBB. 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:14 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Intemet Fonn Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:39 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Intemet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A 

07/05/2006 10:42:13 . 

Name =-
Address 
City 
State 
Zip = 21911 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address 
Victun's City 
Victim's State =>, 
Victim's Zip = 21904 
Victim's Telephon 

7/7/2006 
nz'i 



FW: Intemet Form Complaint - Doc #I0^70069A - Kite Tube ^ Page 3 of 3 

Incident Description: Travelling 25 mph the tubeabraptly flew 25feet in the air and ejected the vicxim off of the tube. The victim was coughing 
up blood and had to be flown to a trauma center for evaluation. 

Victim's age at time of incident =19 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6-11-06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 Name 
Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

7/7/2006 
92r 



Topka, Tanya L 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ault Eric B. 
Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:40 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670098A 

Another one for you. guys to assign. 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Daura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:28 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670098A 

07/06/2006 10:11:28 

34681 Ema i l^'^jjiiilliliiiili^^ =111111101111111̂  Name of Victim = ^ ^ f S S l ^ -
g|ttMlii|ictim's Address =i&liiliB̂ HiMHMBi(||iP.pj)iB|̂  = crystal beach Victim's State = 
Florida Victim's zip = 34681 Victim's Telephone'-tfMIHIMiHiiil 

Incident Description: The Sports Stuff Wego Kite Tube is a very hazardous sporting device 
that should be pulled from the market. While it was given the 2006 
Sports Manufacturer Product of the Year, it will kill people that want to have fun with. 
their towable "toy". 
http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/ 

1 am a very active 42 year old and have tried many different sports: wake boarding, water 
skiing, inter tubing, wind surfing, kite board sailing, snow boarding, snow skiing, knee 
boarding, barefooting, parasailing, and others. I have never come across a product that I 
thought could kill me until my recent incident with the Wego Kite Tube. I ask for your 
help in getting this device off the market. Since my accident I have heard a boat dealer 
in Columbus OH sent his tubes back because someone died on it in Texas. I wish I had 
known. Here is the article link of the death. http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl? 
station=kfdm&id=14598&template=breakoutlocal.html 

Here are a few photos from my smack down on the Kite Tube Saturday 7/1/06. After flying 
the but 25-30 feet in'the air, it inverted and whipped me into the water as we were going 
40mph. Luckily, I curled into a ball and have a lot of extra padding in my butt. I was 
knocked unconscious and floating face down until I was pulled out of the water by the 
driver >̂ i||̂ |jĵ |j|̂ - 1 am fine, with some bruising, 
2 broken ribs and a punctured lung. All will heal. I am sending the tube back. It 
certainly wasn't stable when it was flying. Of all the sports I have tried, this was the 
most dangerous and is going to kill someone. Luckily, it wasn't my time... 

I want to get the word out that this will kill people and it is not a toy for children 

Victim's age at time of incident = 42 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/1/2006 
Product involved = wego kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = sports stuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 e. 
circle suit:e a Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = omaha, ne 68137 
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 
wego kite tube towable Date product purchased = 6/20/2006 Name Release = Release name to 
the manufacturer and public 

9^7 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ault, Eric B. 
Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:34 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670090A 

I don't rememloer seeing this one before. I assume you will have it assigned. 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 7:50 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670090A 

07/05/2006 21:00:28 

Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Zip = 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of VictTrrf = Same 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: I was using the kite tube for the first time. I was using the 
shortest rope. The boat was traveling about 30mph and the tube was popping up and down out 
of the water. The last few times I felt the kite was kind of wobbly so I tried to keep the 
kite from lifting. I then remember lifting again and kind of coming down towards the left 
a little. The rest I am amnestic to but my family states after that time a sudden gust of 
wind picked the kite up 10-15 feet and then flipped over and slammed back down into the 
water. They said it happened so fast there was no time to do anything to keep it from 
happening. I am sure I must have lost consciousness, however when they got back to me I 
was awake and dazed. I remained confused for about 2 0 minutes they said. I only remember 
bits and pieces surrounding that time. I did go to the hospital because I had a bad 
headache and shoulder pain and abdominal pain. There were no serious injuries found. So 
basically it resulted in a concussion, the left- side of my face and my left clavcle was 
swollen but not broken. I had a hematoma to my left scapula. I did not have any abdominal 
injuries on the cat scan, but definitely have a strained muscle. And last, my left breast 
is numb. I spent the entire next day with a severe headache, bouts of nausea and endless 
tiredness and muscle aches. Of course it is only 2 days since the crash, and hopefully I 
will make a full recovery. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 3 1 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7/3/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff Manufacturer street address = unk Place 
where manufactured (City and State or Country) = unf Product involved still available = No 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = unk Date product purchased = unk Name 
Release = Do not release name 

r>3Z) 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, DennisR. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:26 PM 

To: Ault, Eric B.; Nava, Frank J. 

Cc: Cave, Carol J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Schoem, Marc J. 

Subject: Kite tube investigations update 

Thank you to everyone in the Field who has been involved in the investigations concerning kite-tube 
products. At this point we have upwards of 30 on-site, priority IDIs assigned. The information from these in-
person interviews has proved quite valuable and has allowed critical information to be obtained about the 
products involved. 

Unfortunately CPSC is learning of additional injury incidents. For assignments assigned after 7/06/06 
involving Wego Kite Tube products, we no longer need copies ofthe owner's manuals, instructions, or other 
warning information to be included in the investigative report. We will require one photo ofthe Wego product 
(if the unit is still available) to confirm the manufacturer; the consumer may provide this. 

Timeliness is still critical in this rapidly progressing inquiry. We need the completed investigative reports as 
soon as reasonably possible. Investigations assigned after 7/06 do not need to be conducted on-site if we 
can get all relevant information requested in the assignment message from a combination ofthe official 
reports and telephone interviews, investigators will must decide on a case-by-case basis if they need to 
follow-up their initial telephone inten/iews with the victims, boat operators, spotters, law enforcement or other 
witnesses with any in-person interviews. If in doubt, the Investigator should consult with their supervisor or 
Tanya Topka (or me.) 

If the product/manufacturer involved is not known or involves a product other than the Wego Kite Tube, 
please conduct a full on-site investigation and carefully document the product. 

One note: Please obtain the exact length ofthe tow rope being utilized to pull the kite tube-like product at 
the time of the incident, regardless of brand name or manufacturer. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell #202-595-4619 
dblasius@cpsc.gov 

7/7/2006 f73/ 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:52 PM 

To: Mele, Stephen V.;Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 

Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

Here are some more details for this to be assigned. 

Incident location: near Roanoke Rapids, NC (where Jimmy Creek connects with main body of Lake Gaston). 
Date of incident: 6/17/06 

VictimL34 YOF 

(boyfriend's number, 
BoaToperalor: victim's boyfriend 

Also note that no photos were taken by NCWRC. 

Stephen V. Mele 
U.S. CPSC 
Raleigh/Durham Field Office 
P.O. Box 52054 
Durham, NC 27717 
PH: (919)403-0281 • 
Fax: (775) 908-8050 
email: smele(a!cpsc.gov 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:14 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

ALERT: There was yet another kite tube incident in NC. It occurred on Lake Gaston, near the V/VNC border (my area 
again). Chris Huebner, NCWRC has forwarded the below synapsis to me. He provided me with contact info, for the offical and will 
give me a copy ofthe report when he receives it, probably next week. I'll contact the responsible NCWRC official after lunch. 

Could someone from headquarters create an assignment for me? It appears they are being assigned as HBB assignments, 
right? 

Steve 

Stephen V. Mele 
U.S. CPSC 
Raleigh/Durham Field Office 
P.O. Box 52054 
Durham, NC 27717 
PH: (919)403-0281 

7/7/2006 
f73l 
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Fax; (775)'908-805O 
email: smele(a)cpsc.qov 

From: Huebner, Chris A. [mailto:chris.huebner(9)ncwildlife.org] 
Sent: Thu l im^Qf^ 12:04 PM 
To: Mele, Stephen V. 
Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

For more info. Contact: 
Captain Mark Braton 
252-443-3791 

Captain Chris Huebner 
Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator 
NCWRC 
1717 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh NC 27699-1717 
919-707-0030 

—-Original Message 
From: Mark H. Braton [mailto:lukejack(g),eaithlink.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:31 AM 
To: Huebner, Chris A. 
Cc: Freeman, Thomas E SAW 
Subject: Re: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

Chris, 

Just had another on my desk on Lake Gaston. 
A subject was pulling a female near Jimmy Creek on Lake Gaston and the tube 
was off the water approximately 2 feet when they hit the main body ofthe 
lake and the tube shot up approximately 10 feet and tumed sideways and the 
female was slammed to water and knocked imconscious but was pulled from 
water by occupants of boat and taken to hospital where she was ok. I just 
got this across my desk and made contact with the female boyfriend and 
talked to him about this and he gave me this blow by blow report. If that 
subject needs to"call me about this I can talk to him. I'm sending this 
boating accident report to Raleigh in Courier today. Let me know ifyou need 
further on this. 

Original Message 
From: "Huebner, Chris A." <chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org> 
To: "Braton, Mark H." <lukejack@earthlink.net> 
Cc: "Reams, John L." <reamsjl(gearthlink.net> 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:52 AM 
Subject: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

> Mark, 
> 
> I have leamed of a boating accident that occurred on Falls Lake on Jtme 
8th 
> 2006. 
> 
> The accident involved a Wego Kite Tube. Got to this link to see one 
>http://www.sportsstuff.com;'towables/wego/index.shtml 
> <http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml> This tube will 
fly 
> through the air after you get up to speed. It can reach heights up to 60 
> feet and apparently we have a couple on Falls Lake. The tube is a big 
> concem at the moment with people getting killed and injured all over the 
> country. This is the second accident at Falls reported. The first one was 

7/7/2006 
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> man that broke his femur after falling 20 feet. Jon Evans did that report. 
> This one was reported to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and 
> needs to be investigated. 
> 
> The CPSC is looking at taking some kind of action or waming people about 
> the dangers of these tubes. 
> 
> Please have someone get in contact with this man and do a report. If 
> possible we need to take pictures of the tube. 
> 
> The CPSC is using, our reports to assist them with doing something about 
> these tubes. 
> 
> 
> 
> The man involved was 
> 

> 
> 
> 
> Phone # \ 
> 
> He fell off the tube and broke his ankle. 
> 
> 
> 
> I know Jon is in training so he isn't available. 
> 
> The man with CPSC is named Steve Mehh (I don't think that is spelled 
> correctly) and he has left a message with Jon about the other accident 
that 
> Jon investigated. Could you make sure Jon contacts him back? 
> 
> His number is 919-403-0281. 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Captain Chris Huebner 
> 
> Hvmter and Boating Safety Coordinator 
> 
> NCWRC 
> 
> 1717 Mail Service Center 
> 
> Raleigh NC 27699-1717 
> 
> 919-707-0030 
> 
> 
> 

7/7/2006 73'f 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 1:11 PM 

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Ault, Eric B.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: FW: Kite tube complaint (I0670073A) Update 

This is a f/up email from the complainant (2nd incident on Falls Lake, Raleigh, NC). FYI - I'm meeting the victim at his office 
tomorrow at noon. He believes the tube has already been sold on ebay, but he'll email me a picture of the kite tube from an 
earlier video. He has no photos or video from the incident itself. 

Steve 

Stephen V. Mele 
U.S. CPSC 
Raleigh/Durham Field Office 
P.O. Box 52054 
Durham, NC 27717 
PH: (919) 403-0281 
Fax:(775)908-8050 
email: smele(%cpsc.gov 

From: ihamiltonKanc.rr.com [mailto:ihamiltonl(9)nc.rr.com] 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:31 PM 
To: Mele, Stephen V. 
Subject: Re: Kite tube complaint (I0670073A) 

Steve, 

Thank you for the quick response. My friend has the tube for sale on 
ebay, closing tomorrow. He has email details to prove he bought the 
tube. We have some video ofthe particular tube, would that help? 

As for what happened I'll call you this aftemoon. 

Original Message 
From: "Mele, Stephen V." <SMele@cpsc.gov> 
Date: Thursday, July 6, 2006 11:29 am 
Subject: Kite hibe complaint (I0670073A) 
To: ihamiltonl(§nc.rr.com 

>Dear 
> 
> My name is Steve Mele and I'm a Product Safety Investigator with the 
> U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. I'm contacting you to follow 
> up on the complaint you submitted to the CPSC website regarding a kite 
> tube incident you had with a Wego brand kite tube that occurred on 
> FallsLake on 6/8/06. As you are probably aware, the CPSC has 
> jurisdictionover many different types of consumer products. 
> 
> This product area is currently a high priority with CPSC since kite 
> tubes are a new product and there have been a number of recent 
> publicized injuries throughout the country involving kite tubes. 
> We are 

7/7/2006 V3^ 
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Re: Kite tube complaint (10670073A) / ,- Page 2 of 2 

> fallowing up on the iiicidents we are aware ofio try to get as much 
> detail as possible about how the incident occuned and to document the 
> product information on the individual kite tube involved in the 
> incident. I'd like to arrange an appointment with you to discuss your 
> incident and, if possible, to examine/photograph the kite tube 
> that was 
> involved in the incident. Tliis would be at a date and time of your 
> convenience, but I would like to do it as soon as you are available, 
> preferably within the next week. 
> 
> You may respond to this email or call me directly at (919) 403-0281. 
> 
> Thank You. 
> 
> Sincerely, 
> 
> Stephen V. Mele 
> Product Safety Investigator 
> U.S. CPSC 
> Raleigh/Durham Field Office 
> P.O. Box 52054 
> Durham, NC 27717 
> (919) 403-0281 
> email: smele@cpsc.gov 
> 
> PS. I also left you a voicemail message this moming. 
> 
> 
v ^ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

> Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this 
> e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those ofthe author and do 
> not necessarily represent those ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
> Commission. 
> 
> Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent 
> to you automatically via Intemet e-mail, as they are released by 
> CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following 
> web page: ,http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp 
> 

> 
> 
> 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 1:00 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670090A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e : m a i l : rstern@cpsc.gov 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent : Thursday, Ju ly 06, 2006 1:00 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670090A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 8:50 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670090A 

07/05/2006 21:00:28 

Name = Gl 
Address 
City = 
State = « 
Zip - i^m 
Email = \ 

- i^^lnHMl 

Telephone' ="̂ ™̂ |||g 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 

Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 

•»w/-,'"«-'rf«'ii^^ 

Same 
= 

Telephone = 

i •« 

t 

^ 

Incident Description: I was using the kite tube for the first time. I was using the 
shortest rope. The boat was traveling about 30mph and the tube was popping up and down out 
of the water. The last few times I felt the kite was kind of wobbly so I tried to keep the 
kite from lifting. I then remember lifting again and kind of coming down towards the left 
a little. The rest I am amnestic to but my family states after that time a sudden gust of 
wind picked the kite up 10-15 feet and then flipped over and slammed back down into the 
water. They said it happened so fast there was no time to do anything to keep it from 
happening. I am sure I must have lost consciousness, however when they got back to me I 
was awake and dazed. I remained confused for about 2 0 minutes they said. I only remember 
bits and pieces surrounding that time. I did go to the hospital because I had a bad 
headache and shoulder pain and abdominal pain. There were no serious injuries found. So 
basically it resulted in a concussion, the left side of my face and my left clavcle was 
swollen but not broken. I had a hematoma to my left scapula. I did not have any abdominal 
injuries on the cat scan, but definitely have a strained muscle. And last, my left breast 
is numb. I spent the entire next day with a severe headache, bouts of nausea and endless 
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7 (7 
tiredness and muscle aches. Of course it is only 2 days since the crash, and hopefully I 
'will make a full recovery. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 31 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7/3/06 
Product; involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product; brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff Manufacturer street address = unk Place 
where manufactured (City and State or Country) = unf Product involved still available = No 
Product; model and serial number, manufacture date = unk Date product purchased = unk Name 
Release = Do not release name 

72^ 



fopka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Thursday July 06, 2006 1:16 PM 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670098A - Kite tube 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 1:12 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670098A Kite tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:28 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670098A 

07/06/2006 10:11:28 

Name 
Address = 
3468J-jj5j|mail = bestwiiig@tampaba_y_..r. 

/ictim's Address 
[oFida Victim's Zip = 

_,_ty 
gpm.̂  .Te 1 ephorie 

fs Cit 

crystal.beach State = Florida Zip 
••flilHI'Name of Victim -igBiiBiiijBU 
= crystal beach Victim's State = 

ictim's Telephone 

Incident Description: The Sports Stuff Wego Kite Tube is a very hazardous sporting device 
that should be pulled from the market. While it was given the 2006 
Sports Manufacturer Product of the Year, it will kill people that want to have fun with 
their towable "toy". 
http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/ 

1 am a very active 42 year old and have tried many different sports: wake boarding, water 
skiing, inter tubing, wind surfing, kite board sailing, snow boarding, snow skiing, knee 
boarding, barefooting, parasailing, and others. I have never come across a product that I 
thought could kill me until my recent incident with the Wego Kite Tube. I ask for your 
help in getting this device off the market. Since my accident I have heard a boat dealer 
in Columbus OH sent his tubes back because someone died on it in Texas. I wish I had 
known. Here is the article link of the death. http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl? 
station=kfdm&id=14598&:template=breakoutlocal .html 

Here are a few photos from my smack down on the Kite'Tube Saturday 7/1/06. After flying 
the but 25-30 feet in the air, it inverted and whipped me into the water as we were going 
40mph. Luckily, I curled into a ball and have a lot of extra padding in my butt. I was 
knocked unconscious and floating face down until I was pulled out of the water by the 
^ • WllipiiMMT' I am fine, with some bruising, 
2 broken ribs and a punctured lung. All will heal. I am sending the tube back. It 
certainly wasn't stable when it was flying. Of all the sports I have tried, this was the 
most dangerous and is going to kill someone. Luckily, it wasn't my time... 

I want to get the word out that this will kill people and it is not a toy for children 

Victim's age at time of incident = 42 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/1/2006 
Product involved = wego kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = sports stuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 e. 

93"? 

http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/
http://www.kfdml.com/engine.pl


circle suite a Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = omaha, ne 68137 
'Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date 
wego kite tube towable Date product purchased = 6/20/2006 Name Release = Release name to 
the manufacturer and public 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:21 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 

Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

Steve Mele is trying to get more detail now 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 11:14 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

ALERT: There was yet another kite tube incident in NC. It occurred on Lake Gaston, near the V/VNC border (my area 
again). Chris Huebner, NCWRC has forwarded the below synapsis to me. He provided me with contact info, for the offical and will 
give me a copy of the report when he receives it, probably next week. I'll contact the responsible NCWRC official after lunch. 

Could someone from headquarters create an assignment for me? It appears they are being assigned as HBB assignments, 
right? 

Steve 

Stephen V. Mele 
U.S. CPSC 
Raleigh/Durham Field Office 
P.O. Box 52054 
Durham, NC 27717 
PH: (919)403-0281 
Fax: (775) 908-8050 ^ 
email: smelefijcpsc.qov 

From: Huebner, Chris A. [mailto:chris.huebner(§)ncwildlife.org] 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:04 PM 
To: Mele, Stephen V. 
Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

For more info. Contact: 
Captain Mark Braton 
252-443-3791 

Captain Chris Huebner 
Himter and Boating Safety Coordinator 
NCWRC 
1717 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh NC 27699-1717 
919-707-0030 

Original Message 
From: Mark H. Braton [mailto:lukejack('a)earthlink.net] 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:31 AM 
To: Huebner, Chris A. 
Cc: Freeman, Thomas E SAW 
Subject: Re: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

Chris, ^ f ^ i 

7/7/2006 
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Just had another on my desk on Lake Gaston. 
A subject was pulling a female near Jimmy Creek on Lake Gaston and the tube 
was off the water approximately 2 feet when they hit the main body ofthe 
lake and the tube shot up approximately 10 feet and turned sideways and the 
female was slammed to water and knocked unconscious but was pulled from 
water by occupants of boat and taken to hospital where she was ok. I just 
got this across my desk and made contact with the female boyfriend and 
talked to him about this and he gave me this blow by blow report. If that 
subject needs to call me about this I can talk to him. I'm sending this 
boating accident report to Raleigh in Courier today. Let me know if you need 
further on this. 

Original Message 
From: "Huebner, Chris A." <chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org> 
To: "Braton, Mark H." <lukejack@earthlink.net> 
Cc: "Reams, JohnL." <reamsjl(§earthlink.net> 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:52 AM 
Subject: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

> Mark, 
> 
> I have leamed of a boating accident that occurred on Falls Lake on June 
8th 
> 2006. 
> 
> The accident involved a Wego Kite Tube. Got to this link to see one 
>http:/,/www.sportsstuffcom/towables/wego/index.shtml 
> <http://wvyw.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml> This tube will 
fly 
> through the air after you get up to speed. It can reach heights up to 60 
> feet and apparently we have a couple on Falls Lake. The tube is a big 
> concem at the moment with people getting killed and injured all over the 
> country. This is the second accicient at Falls reported. The first one was 
a 
> man that broke his femur after falling 20 feet. Jon Evans did that report. 
> This one was reported to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and 
> needs to be investigated. 
> 
> The CPSC is looking at taking some kind of action or waming people about 
> the dangers of these tubes. 
> 
> Please have someone get in contact with this man and do a report. If 
> possible we need to take pictures of the tube. 
> 
> The CPSC is using our reports to assist them with doing something about 
> these tubes. 
> 
> 
> 
> The man involved was 
> 

> 
> 
> 
> Phond 
> 
> He fell off the tube and broke his ankle. 

7/7/2006 
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> 
> I know Jon is in training so he isn't available. 
> 
> The man with CPSC is named Steve Mehli (I don't think that is spelled 
> correctly) and he has left a message with Jon about the other accident 
that 
> Jon investigated. Could you make sure Jon contacts him back? 
> 
> His number is 919-403-0281. 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> Captain Chris Huebner 
> • 

> Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator 
> 
> NCWRC 
> 
> 1717 Mail Service Center 
> 
> Raleigh NC 27699-1717 
> 
> 919-707-0030 
> 
> 
> 

Q/3 
7/7/2006 ^ ^ ^ 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ault, Eric B. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:18 PM 

To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.; Davidson, Verlene; ingle, Robin L. 

Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

Verlene - looks like they want HQ to assign all of these now. So please ignore my request below. Thanks. 

From: Ault, Eric B. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:17 AM 
To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.; Davidson, Verlene 
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

Steve - We can just have Verlene Davidson do it from using this e-mail as the source document. Give it the 
same priority as the other tube kite incidents. 

Verlene - please assign IDI to Helen's team. MIS 12165. Thanks. 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:14 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 
Importance: High 

ALERT: There was yet another kite tube incident in NC. It occurred on Lake Gaston, near the V/VNC border (my area 
again). Chris Huebner, NCWRC has forwarded the below synapsis to me. He provided me with contact info, for the offical and will 
give me a copy of the report when he receives it, probably next week. I'll contact the responsible NCWRC official after lunch. 

Could someone from headquarters create an assignment for me? It appears they are being assigned as HBB assignments, 
right? 

Steve 

Stephen V. Mele 
U.S. CPSC 
Raleigh/Durham Field Office 
P.O. Box 52054 
Durham, NC 27717 
PH: (919)403-0281 
Fax: (775) 908-8050 
email; smele@cpsc.qov 

From: Huebner, Chris A. [mailto:chris.huebner(§)ncwildlife.org] 
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:04 PM 
To: Mele, Stephen V. 
Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident 

For more info. Contact: 
Captain Mark Braton 

7/7/2006 
r/c// 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 6:38 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

Tanya, 

I don't have an assignment number for this incident yet, but here is some more information I obtained from a telephone interview 
with the victim's fiance who was also in the boat at the time of the incident. 

Incident occurred on Lake Gaston (near Roanoke Rapids, NC). Victim is a 34 YOF. They do not have any photos of the incident. 
He confirmed that it was a Wego kite tube and believed it was purchased new about a week before the incident from a retailer 
near the lake along with the tow rope. 
The boat was traveling about 25mph at the time ofthe incident and the 34 year old victim was riding alone on the kite tube. This 
was her first time using a kite tube. She was on it about 15 minutes mostly traveling only 2 or 3 feet above the water, when a 
sudden gust of wind took the kite tube and the victim up to about 10-12 feet in the air where she suddenly lost control and 
slammed down sideways onto the surface of the water. She has used a parasail once before and a regular tube a number of 
times. The tow rope is estimated to be 20 - 30 feet long (I'll try to get exact info, from boat owner/operator). 

Note: victim's fiance stated that the kite tube appears to rock back and forth and become unstable when wind gets a hold of it and 
drives it up in the air. He believes the maximum angle that could be achieved on this kite tube and tow rope is about 45 degrees. 

I've left a message for the boat operator who owns the boat and will try to get a photo of the kite tube and more specifics from him. 
I'll also contact the victim tomorrow afternoon, but her fiance said that as a result of being knocked unconscious (and not 
breathing for one full minute) during the incident, she still doesn't remember much beyond first getting on the kite tube and after 
she was back on the dock. The victim was kept overnight at the hospital for observatioh. She suffered a mild concussion as well 
as contusions to her left side and shoulder. 
I'll receive a copy of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission invest, report next week. 
I have some more info from the victim's fiance, but I believe this is all you require at this point. 

Steve 

From: Mele, Stephen V. 
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. 
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston) 

Here are some more details for this to be assigned. 

Incident location: near Roanoke Rapids, NC (where Jimmy Creek connects with main body of Lake Gaston). 
Date of incident: 6/17/06 

Victim: 34 YOF 

(boyfriend's number,* 
Boat operator: victim's boyfriend 

Owner of bo 
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V. 

Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: .Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:51 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Ross, Robin M. 

Cc: Mullan, John G. 

Subject: FW: Kite Tube Death in Wisconsin 

Robin - can you find out anything about this death for Tanya? Thanks 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and 

Field Operations 
301-504-7520 - phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 

From: Vallese, Julie M. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:49 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: RE: Kite Tube Death in Wisconsin 

There was a death yesterday of a man who was riding in one of these kite tows in Rhinelander, Wl. A reporter from the Daily 
News in Rhinelander wants an interview with CPSC. 

Dean Acheson 
The Daily News, Rhinelander, Wl 
715-365-6375 

Deadline is today or tomorrow (preferably today). He is writing a hard news story on the death today. He wants you to be in a 
sidebar that he's also writing on the safety of these kite tow devices. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:28 PM 
To: Vallese, Julie M. 
Subject: Kite Tube Death in Wisconsin 

Julie, 

Can you send me any details on the death you received in Wisconsin? 

Aiarc J, Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-438-6955 - cell 

6/27/2006 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Schoem, Marc J. 

Sent: Tuesday June 27, 2006 12:13 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Mullan, John G. 

Cc: Stern, Richard L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: OlPA reporting second Kite Tube Death - Privileged and Confidential 

Julie advised me she got a call from a reporter advising her of a second kite tube death in Wisconsin. She discussed 
CPSC issuing something before the July 4 weekend warning consumers about the nature of the product. I advised her 
we were waiting to hear back from the two firms at the end of the week. I advised her to go ahead and prepare a draft 
alert for our review and if there was a way we could get something cleared we would so we could try and stay in front 
of the media on this issue. She will include the actions taken by the National Park Service and others/ When I get 
something, I'll share it with you all to review. 

Marc J. Schoem 
Deputy Director 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 6 t0 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301-504-7520-phone 
240-638-6955 - cell 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ross, Mark K. 

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 9:53 AM 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Cc: Spitler, Virginia R. 

Subject: RE: Could we have another incident? 

I'm trying to track down more information. This is all I know from Julie Vallese: 

I called kutv to see if they have a number. She said she'd getback to me but hasn't 
y e t . . . 

His name is -^gggffHKBS^-. All I know is he lives in the greater Salt Lake area. His 
wifes name is^WMMISIII'' if that helps get a listing. In the story she said these 
things shouldn't be sold. 

Mark 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 9:35 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Ross, Mark K.; Spitler, Virginia R. 
Subject: RE: Could we have another Incident? 

KUTV is the news station that had some of the original videos that we saw about kite tubes (Tanya, 1 think you 
watched them in my office).j(M|lHlfc|^;rnight have been in those videos. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 9:33 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Ross, Mark K. 
Subject: RE: Could we have another incident? 

I don't see this name in the case file anywhere so it might be a new one. Can we get more details from Mark? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 9:24 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: Could we have another incident? 

OlPA, Mark Ross, is following up on a TV interview done by KUTV in Utah about an apparent 
victim named i |HHH| | | | / . Does this ring a bell with you? 

6/20/2006 

http://www.cpscgov
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Wilson, Barbara B. 

Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2006 5:22 PM 

To: Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Englander, Sidney C. 

Subject: IDI 060612HCC3582 

Tanya-

I am working on the kite tube fatality in Texas. I am still trying to gather information, but understand you wanted some 
info o-S soon cis possible. Here is what I have so far. 

I t was a Wego Kite Tube (where they purchased and when is still unknown). I understand Marc Bernstein emailed photos 
of the Wego Kite tube which is the same one that I am looking at - he also forwarded the owners manual which I obtained 
and is the same (it will be included as an attachment to the report). The victim was 33 years old and according to the game 
warden, the boat they purchased was relatively new to him as was the kite tube. They had only tr ied it one time before 
which was the day before the incident. The game warden stated that there was inexperience on the part of the victim and 
the boat operator because of the newness of the product. 

The boat that was pulling the victim was owned by the victim and reported to be a 1998 Sea Ray Motorboat. I t was 20'10" 
in length, fiberglass hull, H IN was SERA4458(5798, with a 260 hp engine. The boat operator believed he was going 
approximately 32 mph and that the thrott le was 90% of full. 

The water depth was 40 feet, 85 degrees, water temp was 80 degrees, winds were blowing south and light (0-6 mph) and 
the water was calm to choppy (less than 6"). The accident occurred at 3:15 p.m. and visibility was good. 

There were four passengers on the boat and the victim was on the kite tube. The observer for the boat told the game 
warden that he was 15-20 feet in the air when the tube began a hard nose dive to his left. When the victim hit the water, 
the observer stated he was not in contact with the kite tube. He skidded two times on the surface of the water before 
coming to a stop. 

The warden stated that the cause of death was a transection of the aorta, a deceleration injury caused from the impact 
of his body with the surface of the water. There was no water in the lungs so the victim died upon impact and did not 
drown, nor was his neck broken. 

I am still investigating and will update you as I get information. 

Barb Wilson 
Investigator 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Houston Off ice 
Office: 281-647-0113 
Fax: 281-915-4385 

6/22/2006 7/9 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From; Bernstein, Marc M. 

Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2006 4:51 PM 

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Staebell, Eugene E.; Nava, Frank J.; Vallese, Julie M. 

Subject: Kite Tube-preliminary report 

As to assignment #060614HCC3606, I have learned that the involved product was a Wego kite tube that was purchased in late 
May 2006 via an online purchase through Wal-Mart (the consumer stated that they product is selling quickly and is hard to find in 
stores). The price paid for the product was $499.00 and research shows that that is the common price. The consumer had no prior 
experience with the product and began using the product during a four day interval on Lake Powell and Utah Lake that saw a total 
of six people use the product and three individuals falling from the product. No one had prior experience. The consumer's wife 
and 10 year-old son received slight injuries upon using the product. Both fell approximately five feet into the water while the boat 
was traveling at 25mph and 20mph, respectively. Both individuals (wife and son) rode the product three times each before 
incident. Wife hurt her back while son hurt his knee. No medical attention for either party.The following day, the consumer's 
friend, the primary victim, received a neck injury (02 vertabrae fracture). The primary victim is 29 years old and is 6'2, and weighs 
1901bs. The product is in the process of being returned to manufacturer-SportsStuff, Inc. 

IDI is ongoing. Please call for any additional information. 

Marc Bernstein 
Investigator 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
1212-H El Camino Real, PMB 582 
San Bruno, CA 94066 
Tel: 650-871-0995 
Fax: 775-278-5863 

6/22/2006 
75C? 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Perrizo, Rosemary 

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 8:41 PM 

To: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M. 

Subject: RE: KiteTube - Nebraska 

Attachments: Kite-TubePhotos.doc 

I interviewed one of the victims and a spotter today. Here are the answers to your initial questions: 

What model: Wego Kite Tube by Sports Stuff, Inc. - Omaha, Nebraska 
Where purchased: Omaha Marine Center, Omaha Nebraska 
When purchased: Ordered in April - Received late May - Use the weekends of May 27th and June 3rd 
IncidentDate: 6/3/06 
Age of victims: 20 yom, 5' 11", 160# ; 21 yom, 5' 9" 170# (brothers) 
Injuries: _ ' 

20 yom - Kite-tube landed upside down in water. Victim knocked unconscious for several minutes and was floating face 
down in water. Dad jumped in and pulled him into boat. He went to ER and had CAT scan. (Neg.) Second degree 
concussion. Next day - blood in urine. Went to ER two days later for kidney pain. Had trouble with memory for several days. Still 
has some memory loss of details of incident. 

21 yom - Kite-tube made nose dive in water. Victim knocked off tube when it hit water. Coughing up blood and developed 
bump on a rib the next day. He went to doctor a couple days later as he hurt all over. X-rays taken of chest - OK. 
Location of incident: Missouri River - North of Omaha at a place called Ryan's Landing between the towns of Blencoe and Little 
Sioux. 
Speed of Boat: Victims say 25 mph - Omaha Marine Center said after seeing video - 45-50 mph. 

I will be interviewing the parents of the victims tomorrow evening who owned the boat and purchased the kite tube as well as the 
other victim. They have a video of one of the incidents and will make me a copy. They have since returned the kite tube for a 
partial refund. The parents have found a website where other users of the kite tube have made comments. Some are good 
reviews, but a numtier of them are not and note injuries. Website: www.steadvwinds.com (It's a regular kite website but has 
news articles on the kite-tube.) 
Reviews are at vyww.steadvwinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/ 

I also went to the Omaha Marine Center and took photos of a kite-tube on display. It is 300 cm in diameter (10 ft). They provided 
me with all of the written literature and a copy of the DVD video the owner, boat driver and rider should view before using the kite-
tube. They had seen the video shown on TV of the incident and said that the kite-tube was under inflated and that the boat was 
traveling at 45-50 mph and not the recommended 25 mph. I have attached the photos of the packaging info and the kite-tube. 
(May take a little while to open.) 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Tue 6/20/2006 4:46 PM 
To: Perrizo, Rosemary 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M. 
Subject: RE: Kite Tube - Nebraska 

Rose was able to track down our vict ims this PM. 

From: Perrizo, Rosemary 
Sent: Tue 6/20/2006 7:51 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M. 
Subject: RE: Kite Tube - Nebraska 

I will update you by the end of the day. 

75/ 
6/21/2006 

http://www.steadvwinds.com
http://vyww.steadvwinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/
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From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Tue 6/20/2006 8:42 AM 
To: Perrizo, Rosemary 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M. 
Subject: RE: Kite Tube - Nebraska 

yes, I'd also do that 

Page 2 of 3 

From: Perrizo, Rosemary 
Sent: Tue 6/20/2006 7:38 AM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M. 
Subject: RE: Kite Tube - Nebraska 

How about I contact the Marine Center who was quoted in the news article and is a current seller of the kite tube? 
There was not a reporter noted in the news release, but I will try to find out who it was. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Mon 6/19/2006 9:26 PM 
To: Perrizo, Rosemary 
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M. 
Subject: FW: Kite Tube - Nebraska 

Don't contact the manufacturer unless Tanya gives the go ahead, 
the story and see what they can do for you. 

I'd contact the news reporter that wrote 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax #262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dbLasius@cp_sc.gov 

From: Perrizo, Rosemary 
Sent: Mon 6/19/2006 8:10 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Ross, Robin M. 
Subject: Kite Tube - Nebraska 

I have one more address to check out for the owner of the boat and if that does not pan out my final choices are to call the news 
station, marine center that commented in the article or the manufacturer which is located in Omaha. But, if I do that, the cat's out 
of the bag that we are investigating. Let me know if any of you have an objection to my next steps. If I don't hear from anyone by 
9:i30 AM tomorrow (6/20) when I have to leave for an appointment, I am planning on stopping at the marine center 
tomorrow afternoon. 

Also, I have contacted or met in person with the following agencies. 

Omaha PD 
Omaha FD 
Douglas County Sheriff 
Douglas County Treasurer - (Boat registration) 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Nebraska State Police 
Game & Parks - Boating Law Administration 

6/21/2006 r/St 
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None of them had a report on the incident, or had even heard that it happened. It is possible that the consumers took the child to 
the medical center on their own and phoned the media about the product. 

6/21/2006 753 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 10:37 AM 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Spitler, Virginia R. 

Subject: North Carolina incident 

The North Carolina incident involved a male in his 20s. Being pulled at speed at a height of 
approx. 20'; boat had to suddenly slow, and kite tube dived to the surface, broke his right 
femur. Wego again. Occurred on Falls lake, near Raleigh. Official report is on its way to me 
now. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dUaMM(«lcp_SiE.gQv 

6/20/2006 W 
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Mch«nd B. BasaBXofif Bcecutiive iMrectOr 

Juas 2% 

Mr. Dsmnis R. Blasius 
Deptity K^gional Dirertoj" 
US C<si5uroer Product Safety CoiniHissioit 
233lSUve3:waJJiM#24 
Pewaukee WJ 53072 

JWE: Boating Aocideat 05/20/06 

,D?m^Mr. Bksius: 

Attach^ is a cofy of ije boatiiig aecidert 
2006. WC G.S. 75:A~11 ^ ) -stBt̂ slWs riqjort sfcal 

If I tssx 1be of fiirtber a^statjce, please feel 

. Sboerely^ 

vfc^ 
Nancy] 

2006 

SETTT-VIA FAX: TO-262-«S@-iai^ 

mil 

1 ̂ p«ct refefttteed to tlie: above dated May 20, 
not i e adaiissibie as evideoce. 

fi^e.to.-cotitect w& at (f !9) 707-0041. 

Enctemre 
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mtwomcmmwEBT^mmm 

TO: Mr. Benms M. BlasSiaS 

Pcprty Regioisja Director 

US CmnlmmxT Vro&vi^ Ssidtf OamiaSMtai. 

jptons: 

Fm.: ^Mso^n.m • ,' i 

. m . . .. • •.. i 

„,,...... , ^ J 

Date: J u n e 20 .200$ 

MuniberofpgesUKfcjdiogcoveF^iset: ifl 

Wmm NM«3f lirfMa 

1 
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IbtHE: 

Fax.phtme: 

919-707-0041 

919-707-0045 

KEB1A11S.S Sf tJtgsm WtffjiimTtMewl BjefiyASAP Q Plea^ cosaiaBsa 

Attactubd is ths copy of tlie boating acddent n^ort you reqtiBstesi 

ThiAyoai. 
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AJo^KT? r i Y e * B A C . 
P F D W a r n f t g Y s e ' rtslsS^t^nSiO* 

BIRTH 
Name 

p i Qz D3 
• Name 

K 3 3 f ^ " 
Seconc tey l r j u r y 

If l j i lry CtMskd By: • 

Hosp«a82at? n Y « 
A f c o h d ? r ~ ] Y e 3 R A C . 
P F D W o t r t 7 Q Y « S 

«RTH 
Pttma«y Ihjusy ~ 

P f t ^ l j a t e f l r ^ i y ? Q Y C S 

l n f i 3 i y C A i £ c d e y : 

Maeacal TraaBTtgng [ " l Y e T 
HaapliastzHr? Q v e e 
A l o n h « ? f l y e g B A C . 
PFO W o r n T J Q Y c s " ~ 

V e s s a t * 

D' az p3 

7$r 
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DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENED ̂ «<5fuenc«olflv*vS6. lfK4U(fc«iriCxpfainanyj£«iinooJeqiRprnertorfn8£f>«i^ 

On ^atuwiay, mm 20, 2IWB al approjdiwately 1630 nmm, # i r t i w | | i | | i | | | p ^ ^ " ̂ ®' sSnsray 
Intjoard motor l)oal OfJ F^fsl^kein W*e6oi f l t ty .Nwj | r^ to to I fc -||ip|feNiras'ttswit^ ' 8^ m u m tsf̂ il/*̂  
^(rtortJOat̂  g iiinil(WliilillllJ.gr> Oil a flying kite, M r « i M | w a s f l y i o f approximately twen^ feet above t t^ 
surface of tne lake, ac^oinding to iwlnesses in tt» beat Tjjebpi«<atqf stow^ dowflti^ffl he began wos^n^fijie 
wake of af io i i i r boat. Al Wjis tifisfe, wSne^e^ stated ifie Wt^Mtj^^ over sand Mr, ̂ M p ^ tost contrel ssM feU 
ajpppjdflial^y ttiwrtty feMtoflie surface of F d l s l ^ a M r j p l l P b f ^ bo^by t i a # ^ 
passenaeissaii<ltta^s«Mtedtoyiiii^©ajtMCi^ E^8itw3it ftasn^lNijfearfirei 
(teipairtr^fll and Si?c Fc«te eM8,4f«t iSTZresfwpdted toUie |M)^ asx^s imea. Mr.g|H0^^'^'^^i*^P'*^^^® ^'^''^'^ 
Medk^ C«nf ar and ii«atc«C fof ̂  limte^ 

" ^ ' ' ; VV 
it 

j - ^ 

i=̂ ' .^•i 

..̂  

t \ • ' : 

IX 

Hanm 

f^m^ry 'Csumsist At^efA 
m / 6 j L j S ^ ^ / i ^ / k f . j 7 7 < > r r a ^ . . 

Siw»wie»y CaiH^ of A l^ent . 

Sec£»<^''Caused .liwc^ent 

^ / ' / ^ >g:<E''Z.v=aqx 
I . . . . i rm*^ 

9̂ ^̂  
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STATE OF HORTH CAROUMA • 

WILDLIFE R B O U R C E S OOMMBSiOW : i'-

''-'̂ -'* 0, PLEASE TYPE OR PRfhfr-ViLL OUT COMPLETELY 

.BOATING ACCIDENT REPORT 

'BOftY BE^SIHAfibM ; ^ 0 . ^ 

TYP£'&"FJBCtfff-^j;-~ 

M ' • tOpsniJKyTatboh-t 
Cabin MstortMiai 
AUHlsry Ssft 
S i l l (oniy) 
PWC 
Csnoe 
Cl?icr <SpCC^) 

HUU.MATenWL^ 
Wood 
fijsimjnurrt 
Stcd 
Rljcrglass 
Ruijberfwn/I 
Pl3Sfi« 
Other 

Tl^ 
'%:V^ 

am 

m e i • • / ! 
jOutbaanJ 

}fTit)oafdHSut<lnvs 

/ 

i 
NUMBenoFSK:)efis 
BEING TOWED; 

PROPULSION 
Jto^ofengDies 
HoiSiipwrer (total) y-y jg-
TypeoffuBl /haK~ 

— \i»f l i i i i .^A. i 

7 
i 

BOATMODEL MFR HUU. lOEWTVnCA 

Ycorbuia(;tiosi) j ^ t z i j 

Has boat ftgd a Sateiy Mjanyaaiian? Tn^^^res TT 

^vCONSTRUCTJON 
^Ttlength 

For cunrent yeaf? 
(r«(3!oteWssthw 

g O P SQDY OF WATER 

No 
Yssf •as 

USpo-AiSEaTy Courtesy Marine Exam 
;!«*s / tocal exsrninswjn 

Otiher 
LOCATION Ls t 

STAFE NEAREST OR TOWJJ 

i=. 
COUNTY 

W£ATHER 

Ctoucy 'Show 
HazY 

WATER CONDITSONS 
Csim {W3VS3 fess thafi 6") 
Choppy (wawes 6" to 12"> 

^ RjBijgn(wave.tyta6") ' 
Vciy RpHsh fgrest^r tnan 6 1 j 
SBwig &urent 1 

lEMPERATURE 
Cest»rrsai:») 

Water ° 

WIND 
None 
Ligm (tW rnph> 

, ^ fof^Ble (7-1* mcTl 
Strong ( IS- iS mo."n 
Storist) {Over 25 ,T.c.%» 

viSlBiLlTY 
Day Ngrtf. 

OPERATiON AT TIME OF AGCIOENT 
ĈtTsc::3C all iipphc^iblc] 

Osduti^llnacsoan^ 

y ̂  V^tET Sfcr-g 

jTcoit^tmem' 

c 

Dnfting 
AtAndMsr 
Tn*! so Dae* 

Seini! Towcsj 
Lai7>c:\$na 

SsSng 

TYPE OF ACCIDShfi' 
(5naynd.r,g 

F5S>CNSlJi3 

KiwwExptasiwi 
{Olhgnhnfua) 

gtSJ=erMU?S5B -

SWrtmg En^ma 
IQifier (EpeerfjJ 

PERSONAL FLOATATION OEVICSS 
W5S ma bost stieijwateSy esqu^ped with 
COAST GUARD A P P R O V E D ^ O T A l t O N 
DEVICES? 
Were tJiey aoKSsliJJe''' 
Were V>ay senrfcable? 

Wha Type'Q L Q U . Q ' a l 
Q V fsoei=fy) ^ ^ 

WefB PFD^s craperty U s ^ ' ' ^ V e a Q Wq 

(CnecKOnaf 
[_JCa;ifaron WHh 
t filtlHI C^Jnts 
"~]CoPfsior. with 

Falls OwsdMsml 
Fa!l3 tn t)Owt 
Hit tjy Motpr qr 
P.'opeSe.' 

j [StTBCK oy bot" 
[ ^ SiR/ck suDrnetgod 
' Ot!il>CL. 

WHAT IN YOUR OPINION CCNTHSBLH-rO 
TO THE ACCIOENy rCfiecx •AA aDp!rca'o«i 
[HCareleBB ; RecSKasss pc3Waj.g 

I 

BOAT SPEED: 

Q N o t h t e . ^ ' 9 ^ I 0 - 2 0 i n p t \ 

Q U c d e r - 10 mpht ' [ I x i - 40 mph 

AdjuaoECf?, No 

Was ina vcssoi csmng N O N aporovea-
ftaaliofulcvicBS? . [ j T ' s s ^ ^ J ^ ^ 
Were they ansss&is? L J Yes [ ^ No 

Were tTcy uisetf? [ j j Yes ^ ^ 

if Yod. indiS3!e kffKi I 

jWesmcr 
'Exccsjcvc Spci^g 
No Propw Lookout 

RRestiWed VisDift 
^_OvefSca!i«g 

jlmpmoer Loadcng 
(H!>=3Jxia-.a Waters 
JDam/L i xx 
jSham Tum 
IS tan lM h Sear 
F,iiiore TD Vent 
Other 3 

nAJc3r.o( us« 
p l -S f ja use 
I (FaaitrafHuii 
r iFa iBt of Macnineiy 
P j F-aat ol E^u^jrrasrt 
rjOpcfatt>r )ri&c£«neACS 

HOxsa ic r inansnncn 
^^_,;NC ; intotoptr ugJBs 
!_jlitc»atjer Ancnonng 
1 !C; ;n^5S3 Wasrs 
f figaoaa trf f ue; / Vroof 

PROPERTY DA»MGE 
Esumaied amount 
T f isBaat^ 

Other 
pj-aperty 

_y2£ n i . 

FSF£EXT1NSUSH£R 
Weia tiisy used? (If 
»«3. lisl T^ies ts) Sfw3 
rtwrtsef used) 
^ " ^ ^ N O [ i N A 

Name arta Addreas ot PtooeryOwrsef 

(miC-,<jrT-fi ^:_ 
OESCRIi^t PROPERTY DAJMIGE 

DESCRiee VSSSEL DAMAGE 

% / 
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' • Address - ' -Narne Date of Birth 

i m 20 200S 13:36 

WasV idSm? ' ••" 

P. 10 

a Swimmer 

tnHon Swimmef 

jrPF|?'Wom? - . 

Daatncauseg jPTOpeBcFlrony? 
8 

OwwHng 

Olh®» 

t j Ves 
ASoalwi invglvecf? 

n •'Yes' . •: 

•J'Jame • '-AtWi-ess,:t... 

Name Atfitfess 
lTjufy.CaaalBy:- --» .'-','.:.-

.DsteofKrth 

••(slame Addfess Dste of BirU) 

PjmsBfyJ(\Jqry -
SeconKterrJrtjUry 

Pjppeltef Injury? Q Yes 
Injury Caused By ' " 

PniTi.iry Injury 

[ SecnntfEfy Injuty 
! Propeller ifjuty? 
; frtimy Catfscti g y 

ACCIOENT bESCRiPTlg i r 

Steotidf? •• 
iPFpWom? 

^-: 

.-•-fedical Treatmerit • 
Hosp'SaltzEiS? 
Ateohol? 
PFD Worn? 

D Yes 

Mfldrcjl Traafftvent 
HosBltBlesd? 
AScehtji? 
PFO Wcr.-l? 

•Yes. 

^Ye 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

DESCRiBE WIATHAPPENED fsacuents ef eit&nti, fndiKW .irid ertJajn any.fisHufo qf equipmeftt'or inaSilnsiy. inaiw&innj.rms^kir, .'WtSfUing ' '" 
the invph/smeot <>f a^c3^ot ;:i nd / c f dmgs in causing cr corttributmg to "iha sccJdartL trtduda any d e s i ^ f t i e inJiofTCalK).-? atxsul !hq us? at PFD's 

yES'fea. Mtx !r"ft mattt Swft 2 v4aB'e'% aitecn agnfeoisi'fo'?m<si. 

Name of OpsKstor Operator Teleptione Numbfer Boai Numcer 
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Topka, Tanya L 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Tu esday, June 20, 2006 1:45 PM 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Spitler, Virginia R. 

Subject: N C tube kite report attached 

Attachments: NC tube kite report.pdf 

Maybe we can use the cover letter as the originating document. I'll fonA/ard this on to Eastern Region so they 
can get a head start. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Prod uct Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasi usfflicpscgov 

6/20/2006 7& 



e6/16/2086 l2r2B 6927893945 LAW B4F0Ei;O€i>fT PAGE 01/19 

THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

GAME AND F I S H DEPARiTMENT 
2221 WEST GR^EMWAY RQ.4D 

PHOENIX, A Z 85023-4399 

t$02) 942-3000'• .azeraficv 

SovgseNoB 
J.Vf 5T XfJVUit-SQ 

f/--CHJiil U. «J6u3iiItv. flS6ST;>!-r 
V.'|i.l.t.».w W. Ria.6»n, <?Oie ClSfC'^ 
Baa HKinc-mot. TvcmH 
* . HiTSCuLSTSa?, FV.iewX 
OiaECTOS 

DEPUTT D l^eq iQS 

LAW ENFORCEt^ENT BRANCH 
Fax Transmitts! Sheet 

FAX NUMBER (602) 789-3945 

^ ^ ^ . 

TO' 
Jt—w^ 

FA3€ NUNIBER; 
gnrvAS Bj^Stg 

^^•MRtt^ 

' ^ i j S - y5 6 Q ' I .S-li 
FROM: 

r>"tn4>^ IAD^II^ 
PHONE NUMBER; 

bo^.'1f^-?^^ya 
DATE: 

^ I I ^ I Q W 
NUMBER OF PAGES TO FOLLOW; M 
COMWIEMTS: 

V^€rc N f̂tc o,.&^ 

\ u v A Call ^^t. 

• 4-k«.^k ^ • 

C^y 

iAv\« 4W» 
1 

1 

^ t , 

•ti i 
A M ... 

A - ^ , _ -., • „ , 

The Amono Ccime and Fish Deportme'^t is responsible p)r manogins Arizona's fvih aiii^ •̂ fildUfs resource os an 
enduring public n-usi. In oSdiiisn. the Deparmxent ix chnrgfd wilh promoting s-tje <>nd re.'̂ ponsibh use of^wctiercrafi 
end nff-higbv.'ny vefijcles. Funding is prcvided from the^ck of licences aiuf permH.!: waisrct-off negi'̂ traiio/t fee.i:: 
fee/cral excise ifua cn /trcarma, fi-ffimg equipment, boat.% and Olhcr .-iponirig gi?^!is; Slale lottery reven;je^, 
dnnation on Slate income lax fornis: and -various contracts^ nnd gram. Dupartment policy is set hy (he Arizona 
Came end Fish Cc^immsian. ivha^apve members o'<? appmntcd by the Co^-ernar. 

m 8»«i ORPO!wi?«ir» m*$s^m£ flee?s«oftisTisiw- fts&ve" 

76<f 
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te.i2emi_riMS4 
WSS.Bl 

DOaVJFHl*! MgOlAti^iiii OiKUWriSIUl 

UATE OF ACCIO SKT! 

mi mnm ass«* s r>/:?Wl. I N I U ^ ^ M . Wflirr; •;1TV^p »«!iiii»*^StiyBmwfe 

TIMI (34 HOUR n a O Q HAMI o r SqOY OP W K t m ( laCAnON CODRDlNaTtS ^ I A T / I O N } 

l-36l7l 
LOCATtoNs NfltJUIr 

TW3^_ /S>5^J^ 
KEARSSt CJWT0WM 

^ m d e . / . 

t o y N T t j smn 
f^-z. 

IIP 

S<£^'^'3 
WEATMfS (CKBCIt ftil ftPPtlCASlEJ 

a w 
D 8iH«_ 

WATIS CONnil lONS 

owafr-isi 

TfM?ERATI|R«S 

mm 

15.1 
«._£££• 

D « t e OlKIIiJS; 

O Si!!S5t)«5irif 

WABNWS IM I fFICr 

O <«llC|!i!T 

a 5am 

rrP5 o ^ BOAT 
iJI i 
H,#l 
i Js DJKIUfflBSKW 
0 a t w » i 
0 OJiaw-^wM* 
0 Q«38Uli8V« 
C 3«i!5MR»' 
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#1 * l 
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O ClSSIJOt 
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# | i # ! 

I o: tmm. 
\ o e«tt 

i g ^ a WW? 

Q t i m 1 ¥ A 
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D noitJS 
a owan 

PatSFUlSlOH 
lEga 

#1 f l #1 #J 

a DStt 

wsssaff 
^ M 1 3KS3J 

O t«t 3 

.SlNt f O. BOAT 

•QWS 
® i l J I . 

OSS aw 

Mfk/ir cô fTS»B«TleD t& ACCJOINT 
ffiSii 
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o owraK?ppiss 

atiBtiiflHB 
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I S l 

#1 * t 
O a e W K 
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#1 « 
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0 OWWSi i 
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% o«ws« |c,\ i2- +v4k &• 

I ACnVITT AT TtME Of ACCtDEMT 

f AM 

i o t/itrnty^ 
o cium 

o DsssasB 

O OMiB!?SI(?*l5 
l i i i aHJnisniKwuaMOTii. 

* t 3 DsXW 

D 0»1!IUH£ 
D 0«M(C?lffi(K« 
O oarsM: 

OPf aAHQM AT TJMI Of ACCIDEMT ' 

OSBTO 

D5tei.«au? 
a DC«IUSK!K»?H ffisn 
D c5«»aRr»io!ipifii ISM 111)11} 

' P i l l 
'#1 #5 
j a 

• D 

I o OSOWJf lW 
osawisTfflsicifc'wtati 
QHUfflsafji 

Y\ o . \sr 
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VESSEL # 1 mKtf«!lWtil mg 
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ms_ eti 
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ran 

Kl CIS 
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DisaaiHiJW 
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KMacssiyg msml 

r Sl i i c idea t dumber : iiiWfiBOSt)QCi00946 

'—' 1 
|X(Supp:iewenbal s^eet used f i f more nars'atlYeJ 

S a r r a t i v e 

SaaJMAai! 
A 33 y e a r o l d asale, was i a j« re«J a t Teop l a Bar Mar ina v h i l e b e i n g boweti b s t i a a a 
vaneeX, E« v a s f lown t o t a s Vegas where hei was t r e a t e d f o r fcsokaa r i b a , 
c r acked v e r t e b r a e , a p u n e t w r o d l u a s and a Jsleofiiag s p l e e n . 
r b c b o a t o p e r a t o r l®£fc fcha a r e a a f t e r reg ja** t lug h e l p fyom feJs.e g a s cloek 
a t c e a d a n e . The o p e r a t o r ' s i s i s n t l t y t a n o t kTio»fti. 

ASSIGKMKiW? 
Dlspateh. jrepoKt. t k r o w f * S l l eal l , . . 

I3ASRATXVE! 
Oil M / 2 9 / 0 6 a t apprajciff la taly 1730 h o u r s , R a i g e r s r -ace ived a srsporfc Of «fl 
i n j u r e d per r .oa i n t t io Tewple SaBisa. Rsungss-ii.. Kant rsspondq^J by b o a t i n 
siBCeee a-upplementa l ) . Slve confcsetsd a ma le , l a t e r i d « a t i f i « « J a s '"liMJHHIiiP^" 

^IHIIHMIIIIISSSU T^ear t h « Te&i{>lc9 Bar 'i^ri-aa.. Hanger Kg&t a ^ c o r t e d th@ xafax<^^ 
teala t o thft Temple B a r g a s d o c k . Us was r e p o r t e d l y l y i n g on & " X i t e " twba aia.d 
ceraghiag. U5> b l o o d . f h e t t i h e -was t cwaa i n b y ^WMMMlSl'S v o s s s K C l ' 519STM) -

Raagor Maroaakex an-d I r s s j soaded aad coaeacK«€'«SMi|pllilBS oa eho g a s docX. K* 
u t a t « d t h a t ho c?«»e o t t t b « k i t e t u b e aad bilfc t b e Water on t h s Xo£t s i d e o t 
h i a c h e s t . Ha Bt&fced t h a t w h i l e b«iing tQwed, ho c r i a ^ t o a i g n s l t h s b o a t 
o p e x a t o r t o a low do^ j j , tte waa t b e a thxowR fj^oaa t h e t « b « . 

I 
^HMjgUgpi waa b e t a g toW€Sd o a a " k i t s " tiibft. , TliB t u b a l 8 approx i Jaacs ly 3 ^ e e t 
"Tits d i a m e t e r -̂ fifeb a meeb f a b r i c c o v s r i i i g t h e c e a t o r . 'Tb« t u b e i s de s igned t o 

l i f t of f t h s w a t e r a s i t c a t c h e s a i r u n d e m o a t h w h i l e b e i n g to*r«d. 

w e r e t o w i a g t h e tub i^ behiTid j t l l H i i i ^ S b o a t {•cs.iBel #1) , b a t ccnild 
n e t ^ g o t t h e t u b e t o l i f t «sff, tb«3 wat.s*. f b o y r«:.porfcedly met a w.hite liAl© on 
afi.otltB)r vfeasel (vea^ 'Sl # ? ) . w t e M i e r s d t o %ctf t b e t u b * beMmd h i s b o a t 1bacaia§« 
i t wag f a s t e r . 

THS w h i t e w a l e i s d§.BcrSbed aa 4'S-M y o a r s o l d w i t h d i r t y bloftdo h a i r . A, 
w h i t e ffiwalii wbo was i » h i s fe»«t w.as «pproxt»afc«ly 4S y e a r s oJ.d. xhe c'empl^ 

H e p e r t i u g O f £ i c e r * s Hame Swp^ e r v i e o r ' s Hame { p l e a s e priTife) 

SepsftiEg. QiSicsx*s Siqnstmc.s Bate Sti|lei-¥i80E's SigaaCmce Sat.e 

( ^ ^ ' ^ i ^ ^ . C iij::Trr^r^*^^^r^..-. ,,.jjT.,:S!T^i^pW^ ' ^mmJ nil" n ' I » ^ 

76̂ =1 
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stmTLismmM.-: Lweiosp: sicsiaai SH£S5« 

jInGident Number: MI^flSOaSOOMfi 

jXJSiipplenenta.l s h e r t -used {if imsxe n a r r a t i v e ) 

ij^-rrati-ve 

bad a dog, pos s ib ly an a u s t r a l x a a eheo? ddg, zir. board. The opera to r s ta ted 
felMsS be was froifi CorfielaliiQ, J D . He waa r a p o r t e d l y dr ink ing a Coora bear while 
d r i v i a g . 1?h© v e a s e l bad an Id.--bo r e g i s t r a t i o n (nvrebsr untejiown) oa the s ide . 
ihe vas se l i s deBcribed.' as apprci=clmately 2,0-23 f e e t , whi te vrith turq^joiaa and 
yalXo^ s t r i p e s . I t had as open bov aad an' inboard motor. Thn hos t appeared 
t e ba 2-3 Y>ears QldE.. 1 

,4nBBHHMi^'^^d l,a»9 Jljadrtis g-ot i n t o tha Idaba boat -with t he unid«ft t t£ied »alcs 
sTid £ ^ a l o , Eotb Btat« t h a t tbey ne-vor go t ajayor.e's USTOO. iapnMHJil. go t on 
the k i t s tiibs be ing towad bQbiad tho boat , ] Hia friisndsi cont inued to watch 
from •iUBMBBSBtS v@S(»«l. 

Witn«sse.s stofea t b a t t h e "MtB* t«fe6 wa.s a:j3v4ag firratically and l i f t e d 
appr,«9i«iinataly 15 Esafe' off t h e i»ate.r. The Iseat waa r e p o r t e d l y t r a v a l i n g 

.. • i 
i ^ g P H H ^ ^ S fa,i«ttds 8»w biia cOJao ef€ tha ttiObe atid b i t the wBtar.. They watch&d 
frrau. a d t s t a a c a «nd tfcan de.cid«d. fefeat somBthing .inagt he wron^.. *Pbey 
apgroacfe«s3 ^'es.sal #2 BJid aJSgwliiaWJWtiBiWMft in the, water cougblng «p bltJod- tiJme 
Aadra^ ^jua^Bd iutO' tha wates and. aQoistediMllliillpMft.cin t o t.bs t ube . They 
attaebiBd fefae tube t o v e s s e l #.1 and tewed I t t«j' t h s dock, fb© oyerafeer o,E' 
veasa l #2 refiQ.xtadly efcatad t h a t ba wall g-«iiiig to go fo* ijel.iJ.. This waa tho 
l a s t tiasa .a«yaae on vaasa.! §1 saw bism.. | 

I 
I 

5h^ sSpera tor of v a a - s a l #2 w e a t t o t h e 0 a s slock and e x p o r t e d t b e I n j u r y to^ t h a 
gaa. doefe a t t e a d a n t Jem filrleyCS^S wl tBe#» f t a t e m s a t } - S e t t o « w e n t t o t h a "boat 
taHm*h» r e m o v a l h i e b o a t fxem t h a lafce . abd tXe t t t b « asraa. 

ti^ggBSMKKt^ *^^^ Elowi t o :mmfS b y Cara f l i g b t J .Xn fOllwiir n p w i t b Mm l a t e r * i 
l o a x n s d t b a t b a bad a. pwjiG.t«r'ed l u n ^ , br-qfesn rtt>8*- c r a c k a d varfcabrae. B.nd a 
M e « d l n g g p l e w j . I 

JollcjwiBj^ p a t i - e t i t c a r ® , 
o p e r a t o r s £ v e s s e l S,2. 

|r.t»mlMlilJIIHIWMlBlĴ ^ 
R e p o r t i n g O f f i c e r ' s Msme 

a i sea rcb o t t h a T e a z l e Bar a r e a waa cofsj^latea Cor t h s 
H i s l a a t i t i t y i s s t i l l n o t l£»ctwn. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n l a 

miwiittiiM.B 
Swpervjscjr's Name (please p r in t s 

P.eposrt,ing O f f i c e r ' s S igna tu re Oat^i Superv i so r ' 3 Sigaafcyxe 

i ^ ^ / ^ ( j i ^ ^ 

7W 
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amphmssimkh ij?cxBpi5 sico»o sss^m 

r 
Ittcident: KuBibsr-- IIAMSQS00S60S46 

I jSupplsmeutal shee t used ( i f inore na r ta tWe} 

Nar ra t ive 

ong.oi»f* 
I 

IKTSR'?lEWg! 
1 laMBWWSfeaeil01/06/76) s t a t e d on scone tha t t h s boa t opera to r OE vaggoX ^2 
oaid be was *rOT> CordeXalnel, XO- Ee ocatad t h a t t h s opera to r waa a r iak ing a 
can o i Cocro User while dyiving. 1llil<S||BilB«tate<S t h a r tha operator aaid ha was 
goinef for btjlp a f t e r tba accident-mflBMBISfcistatsd tba,t ha jucgiad i a tha water 
3.n<3 3en i s t ed^ i |W| | ^^p | ^on to tbe tubo. Ha dta tud t h a t fBUHSttt/ggSfAifSio waarir.g- a 
l i f e j acke t a t tba tijva of tba acGiQ<5at, {rie« wi tness stafcB.-aent) 

2 ^BBfflBBIIIiSBISte?. ilO/3G/1'S) »t:iC$d tha t h i s £ri«fld3 mac a »nan while motoring 
i n to the marina. The raaa aalced hew tho tube worfeed aad offered to tow i t 
beblaij Jiis boat as h i s boat Mnao faeteir. Rarick s t a t e d t h a t be c-aw the accident 
frosa vaogol fil. He Bfcac«d t h a t tha boat opera to r of veesc l S2 was drinking a 
can <s£ beor.Ceee vfitneaa ctatej^ant) 

i 

3..iHgtHHUaiSSIiHSUil^a <7/3C>/?8) (sea ffitimBa istateaent} 
'j 

. 4 JttmKSKStK' (5i/13/75> s ta ted, t h a t 'tha ra5i|jtra.ti<5Ji on veBaal i.f was frcHs 
Xfiaho. Ha s t a t e d t h a t be r^cjognlse.d febta foBcaaao -fee 'sraa from _Idob)Q. {sea 
wltnaas r,tateraent) j 

BJSFOSITION: 
'vlctim-l 
auepec t-urksown 

Flewn t o S,¥MCl 
I 

Ojsarating in a rec>;la.^s/negriig'«afe mant>©r. 
Fa i lu re to r e p o r t acc iden t . 

R ^ o r t i n g ' o f f i c e r ' s Name 

3WRT RliiB¥ 

Spp-QXVlqeiit''-s- Msm& {please prijiC) 

Reporting O f f i c e r ' s S igns tu re Date StiparvigiBrfs S i ^ a t i i r e Da.te 

^ 6 . i ^ \ , - \ ~ ^ ^ ^ i * f ' ' I " . I ~ ^ 'tyy^./feis. 

U^ ' 

nm 
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NATIONAL PABK SERVICE. 
LAKE i\mAD NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 
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.jCM0A::&-d.—<4^ 

-fLOlL 

./M4^.d-" . - I .... _.. 

( lUS 1, «f(Sli Till* SYATKA»efft ttlVta* By » « 0 « l^«5{ i.»Ae IT 5««A0 fl} WK. I FVLLV tJW01il!SV***S IT «<a C«,KTifV •Rlft.T tT a TMyi! f jm c o a s s c i "rtl « » : l i tSI >rf -Bl 

« i ' "Vt<Ki •>!> lf\.>;ii-< | l (N« STAlVMKh' 0*Tt i ^ / J^ j rc^^ 
ftH.TSmM*£hl5qfl 

Uta>ilr*»-J i?i2, 

1 i.x •- ^^ 

F ? ^ ^ 



aB/16./208&. 12:26 6927893945 LAW EHFQTOO€>«' PAiS: 18/19 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
LAKE IVIEAJD NATIONAL RECREATJON AREA 

VOLUNTARY STATEMENT 

PAGE OF 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, 
LAKE MEAD NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

VOLUNTARY S T A T E M E N F ' , 

PAOl OF 

jCMlfcWBMSiSS: 
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1./̂  4^.£. J t f& t 
^ ^p^. -, 

y ^ 
'/?•-, ^ / j ^ ^ -f^ '^r/ T^jfc . x O ? y / * '̂̂ 7-/t̂ t̂ ,. 

0f:£A. ^^esj b ^ ^ ^ f g p ic>_ .p-7t^ (Jp 3/€g,i ...fei:.-̂  . / ^ / ^ ig^£/^> "̂ ^̂  

• 7 
12^2-LseIic 

JA/eni- }/^&, . . ^ 4 ^ . fc<^ i£ ..s-- ^.43 • 

y^m^/? ! -/̂ -x^^^ ...idit.^'^gi ,..,., Cu,£A,-t. -f-c? 

Mt-^dL-Ojdl^ 
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NATIOr^AL PARK SERVICE 
LAKE ME.AD NATIONAL KECREATION AKEA 

IW7.L 

I J i l . » i ( 1 -

o; 

• • -1 ' st v r LV>,-. • ' •n ' ' i 
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LfiW ENFO^CX^tNT PftG'E 1 4 / l S 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICB- PATIENT CARE RECORD 
to\.'elOtTMinlitg DParemsdfe MPa*f-W*c 
O gMT - $^ia O Fifst Respenslsf •.,00«var__.-, 

Pro'/rfers Ncrne ^^CALOJAxitlX,' 

T J JiVi3^ 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 

Sent: Monday, June 19, 2006 10:37 AM 

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.; Spitler, Virginia R. 

Subject: AiioTl'icr Ornokite tube incident 

Aoefeat^Bte-ini • incident, this one at a place called Lake Harding. We will assign. 

Updated spreadsheet to follow. 

Kite Tubing Dangers 
http://www.wtvm.coniy'Global/story.asp?s=5037637 

6/19/2006 7^3 
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A fun day on Lake Harding turned into horror for these two water 
sport enthusiasts. 

They were riding what's called a kite tube — it's an inflatable tube 
that's pulled behind a boat and eventually becomes airborne. 

^ ' . " i - - '•••^h X Sounds exciting, but when a gust o fw ind hit this tube 
" ^^^ " ^yL^ -^^ , excitement for them turned into fear. 

"Big gust of wind went 65 feet in the air back to the water. When 
you hit the water it's like hitting concrete,"says Chase Bailey 

: « P : . - -

After falling from the air, Chase Bailey was face down and unconscious in the water. 

He was treated for head injuries. 

But, that wasn't enough for his friend who took a ride as well. 

"The kite tube stalled out came back down and I landed on top of the kite from mid air just 
like a trampoline. I t shocked my knee and exploded by chin from the inside out, broke off 
two teeth in the back, and the doctor said I had a pretty good concussion,"says Ryan Reid. 

In a statement the kite tube manufacturer, Sportsstuff.com, says: 

"The Wego Kite Tube has been extensively tested and has been found to be a safe item when 
properly used under the recommended guidelines." 

Those guidelines and warnings are posted all over the kite tube, right here it says "never ride 
higher than you're willing to fall". 

Something these two say is difficult when mother nature is involved. 

"We are really lucky it didn't break both our necks,"says Reid. 

Kite tubing has caused at least one death in texas and several injuries across the country. 

http ://www. wtvm.com/Global/story. asp?s=503 763 7 6/19/2006 ?H 

http://Sportsstuff.com
http://wtvm.com/Global/story


Kite •i:ubmg JJangers - Page 2 of 2 

The manufacturer is stressing the importance of reading the guidelTnes and watching the 
instructional video before riding the kite tube. 

By Jade Hindmon 

jhindmon@wtvm.com 

. . . . . . All content © Copyright 2001 - 2006 WorldNow and WTVM, a Raycom Media si 
i - : - WortdNcftv • 
•—' For more Information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of 

[ ? ^ 
http://www.wtvm.com/Global/story.asp?s=5037637 6/19/2006 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday, June 19, 2006 10:29 AM 
Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Spitler, Virginia R.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660269A - Kite Tube 

We will assign. 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2006 10:20 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0660269A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2006 10:09 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards,- Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660269A 

06/17/2006 19:52:15 

Name of Health Care Professional = Sonja R. Navarro Address = Mecosta Co. Emergency 
Department City = Big Rapids State = Michigan .Zip = 49307 Email = sonjan911@triton.net 
Telephone = 231-796-8691 

Product involved = Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = www.sportsstuff.com Place where manufactured (City and 
State) = Overton's product item #12063 Product model and serial number = Date product 
purchased =200 6 

Incident Description: Being pulled behind boat on a Kite Tube, made by Wego... flipped by 
air gusts several times and flew up 25' before falling onto chest onto Kite tube, causing 
facial trauma, and ches wall contusion, with presentation on coughing up blood. Family 
states rumor afterwards by bystanders of a death of someone on same in Texas. 

Victim's a.ge at time of incident= 16 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/17/2006 
Name of Victim = contact hospital for this and HIPPA compliance regualtion adherance 
Victim's Address = Victim's City = Victim's State = Victim's Zip = Victim's Telephone = 

Product involved still available = Yes 
Where product located = owned by neighbor of victim 

7^ 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2006 11:32 AM 

To: Ingle, Robin L. 

Sub jec t : can we get this assigned? 

Can we get this 
assigned and have 
an investigator 
contact him at the 
number listed? 

First Mate 
Member # 7335 

• p o s t e d June 03, 2006 09:49 AM C D § E E D 

* * * * * * * * * * * WARNING * * * * * * * * * * * I'm so sorry to report this but all of you who care 
about your body (specifically your spinal area ) need to read this story that happened to 
my brother in law yesterday afternoon at Lake Powell. 

He was on this kite tube that incidentally I had ordered last week , and was going along 
fine being towed at 30-35 MPH, and approx 15' in the air when a gust of wind took him 
fo r the ride of his life (literally). He spiraled donwward hitting the water neck first. 

Bottomline it is a miracle (doctors words) that he is alive. He BROKE his C2 (remember 
Christopher Reeve)in his neck and currently has a cage around his head called a halo to 
prevent movement that he will have to wear for at least 3 months. His mobility will never 
be the same and all of you dummys that think your too tough to have this happen to him 
think about how it will feel to have the Doctor standing over you with a Cordless Drill and 
a 1/4" drill bit that you would normally use to fix the house up but instead he is drilling 
into your all important brain, (huh makes you think about it a little more >THIS IS 
REAL PEOPLE AND THIS COMPANY WILL GO DOWN FORTHIS. WE LIVE IN A COUNTRY 
THAT LITAGATION PROVIDES NEGATIVE RESULTS FOR COMPANIES THAT MANUFACTUR 
ITEMS THAT HURT PEOPLE. 

Dave 
801-548-6309 if you have any questions 

Dave Young 
2000 Bayliner Capri 1850 
2006 Dodge Ram "Hemi" 

Posts: 17 I From: Utah | Registered: Jun 2006 | IP: Logged | 

Tanya Topka, CoFnpliance Officer 

U.S, CPSC 

301-504-7594 

www.cpscgov . 

950 
6/19/2006 

http://www.cpscgov


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 4:08 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Ross, Robin M. 
Subject: RE: Wl Kite Tube Death 

Doc number is X0660583A. 

Original Message 
From: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 4:03 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: Re: WI Kite Tube Death 

I just asked Robin Ross to let is know the number Sent from my Blackberry Wireless 
Handheld 

Original Message 
From: Ingle, Robin L. " 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
CC: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Sent: Tue Jun 27 15:02:37 2006 
Subject: RE: WI Kite Tube Death 

I can get a doc number and IDI number. Unless you've already done that, Dennis? Once I 
have a doc number I'll send a new. spreadsheet. I haven't sent a spreadsheet lately because 
there haven't been any changes since the last one, to my knowledge. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 2:53 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.. 
Subject: FW: WI Kite Tube Death 

Another fatality in WI this time. By the way has there been an updated spread sheet 
lately? 

Dennis can you tell Robin if there has been an IDI number and doc number assigned to this 
one yet? I am not aware of any. yet. Robin this report came from Julie in Public Affairs 
she got a call from WI media. 

Tanya Topka,•Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

From: Perrizo, Rosemary 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 2:49 PM 
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Ross, Robin M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: WI Kite Tube Death 

7^^ 
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' { _ ' 

I contacted, the-Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and learned that they had been 
contacted by t;he Vilas Co. Sheriff on a kite tube death in St. Germain, WI. The DNR just 
has a preliminary report that cannot be released but were able to provide the following 
information on the death. 

victim: 42-year-old male I i iii <|||H||||||ill̂ ^̂  vacationing in St. Germain, WI 

Incident Date & Time: 6/26/06 at 8:05 PM 

Kite Tube model: Unknown (I have call into DNR warden that investigated.) 

Where purchased: Unknown 

Incident: Victim was riding a kite tube behind a 17 ft. 150 hp boat with an open motor on 
Little St.. Germain Lake in Vilas County. The driver of the boat and spotter noted that 
the water was calm. The spotter reported seeing the kite tube veer sharply to the right 
while in the air and then sharply back down into the water. When the kite tube came down 
to the water, the victim fell off. The driver of the boat went over to the victim and 
found him face down in the water and unconscious. They.put the victim in the boat and 
headed for shore. The victim remained unconscious for about 30 - 40 seconds and on their 
way back to shore, he regained consciousness. When they reached shore, they were met by 
rescue personnel who transported the victim, who seemed alert, to an area hospital to be 
checked out. The victim stayed at hospital and died five hours later. (1:00 AM' 6/27/02) 

I will update you as more information comes in. 

7 



AP Wire I 06/27/2006 1 Delafield man dies after lake accide 
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, Tuesday, Jun 27, 2006 

Delafield man dies after lake accident 

Associated Press 

ST. GERMAIN, Wis. - A man was fatally injured in ari accident while being towed on an inflatable tube kite on Little St. 
Germain Lake, authorities said. 

The rrian sailed several feet into the air and then hit the water, suffering fatal head and chest injuries, officials said. ' 

He struck the water around 8 p.m. Monday and died five hours later at a hospital, officials said. It appeared that he hit only the 
water, conservation warden Mike Sealander'said. ' ' . . 

The Vilas County Sheriffs Department identified the victim'Tuesday asBi§[Hi8ilW^ft|fci'42, of Delafield.' " ' ' 

He was riding on a tube kite, which is an-inflatable platform towed by a boat. It skims across the water and can becoriie airbome. 

An autopsy-was planned. ,. . • ' - . : ' 

.SUBSfillBBTOiW 
' .---ii - Siqn up for Homo 

' " - • • s^ l l i lS - ^BS lvJk - ' t)«i»'"-'y ol the Dulutli 
.-»'". • • • News Tiibur.e today! 

710 
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6/26/06. Man dies after lake accident./^' Germain, WI. KITE TUBE. f-- Page 1 of 1 

Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 

Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2006 8:30 AM 

To: Grundy, Michelle A.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Cc: Spitler, Virginia R. 

Subject: RE: 6/26/06. Man dies after lake accident. St. Germain, Wl. KITE TUBE. 

Dennis and Tanya, 

Virginia appended Michelle's newsclip document to the original document of the Wisconsin death (which is awaiting scanning this 
morning) so that the investigator will have both to refer to. The doc number is the same as the one I sent yesterday ~ X0660583A. 

Robin 

From: Grundy, Michelle A. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 11:18 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: 6/26/06. Man dies after lake accident. St. Germain, WI. KITE TUBE. 

not sure if Dennis passed this on so sorry if this is a duplication. 

Michelle 

From: Grundy, Michelle A. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 9:03 PM 
To: Blasius, Dennis R. 
Cc: Vece, John R. 
Subject: 6/26/06. Man dies after lake accident. St. Germain, WI. KITE TUBE. 

Dennis, 

Here is a news article regarding a kite tube death on Monday. I know we are looking for these incidents, but 
because it occurred in the Western Region, I am not completely sure who I send this to. Can you please let me 
know? 

Thanks 
Michelle 

mi 
6/28/2006 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2006 8:02 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Spitler, Virginia R. 
Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660124A - Kite Tube 

This one was assigned with task number 060609HCC1577, but it might not be in IFS yet, 
since it was assigned so recently (and the field might not be aware of it until today or 
tomorrow). 

^^--Original Message 
From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2006 7:49 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Cc: Spitler, Virginia R. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660124A - Kite Tube 

If this one hasn't been assigned can we get it assigned? Thanks 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
Prom: Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2006 7:48 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. . 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660124A - Kite Tube 

Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
Prom: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 4:53 PM . 
To: EH-FER 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660124A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 9:04 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet.Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660124A 

06/07/2006 22:48:41 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 

7f^ 
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same 

Zip = 33785 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State =| 
Victim's Zip 
Victim's Telephone 

Incident Description: With careful use by mature adults with all the safety equipment, 
this is still a very dangerous product. There is no control when it is in the air. It 
dives or flips violently leaving the rider at great risk of serious injury. My 28 year 
old son was thrown off, knocked out and landed unconsious in the water. If we had not 
been able to immediately rescue him, I don't want to think of the possible results. Muscle 
and 
bone injuries are common place for most riders. It's not a matter.of "if" someone will 
get seriously hurt... it's just a matter of when. This 
product must be pulled from the market before more people are seriously injured or even 
killed. 

We are extremely capable.and experienced water sport enthusiasts. When this gets Into the 
hands of the typical weekend thrill seeker, there will certainly be serious problems. One 
death is already reported on the internet along with many other injury stories. 

Incidentally, the boat driver is 100% responsible for any injury to the person on the 
tube! It's the law. You need to let people know that too. 

Pull this product before more kids get hurt or killed and well intending boaters have to 
live with it for the rest of thier lives. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 28 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 05-04-06 
Product involved = Wego Flying Kite Tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego? 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = The Week 
before Name Release = Do not release name 

7^5 



c 
Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Ingle, Robin L. 
Monday, June 12, 2006 11:43 AM 
Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L. 
Spitler, Virginia R. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660178A - kite tube 

This came in from the CPSC website today. No specific incident to assign, just thought 
you'd be interested in the timeliness of it. 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2006 11:40 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0660178A - kite tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, June 12,200&8:43AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660178A 

06/10/2006 21:35:57 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: Hello I think you need to look into the tubes very dangerous many 
people getting hurt a list of people can be found at steadywinds.com.This tube was named 
product of the year.Its a water toy that when pulled behind the boat will fly above the 
water but the rider has no control over the tube the driver has some control but when it 
catches..a gust of wind the thing will flip over and crash to the water now the rider is 
going 25-35 mph adn falls 10 -15 ft on to the water ist like hitting cement I have read 
several complaints of broken bones and puncutred lungs and even killing one man broke his 
neck I no longer will sell or one one of thease tubes thanks troy 

Victim's age at time of incident = 
Victim's sex = 
Date of incident = 
Product involved = wego kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = spprtsstuf Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = No Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release = Do not 
release name 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Perrizo, Rosemary 

Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 2:49 PM 

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Cc: Ross, Robin M.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

Subject: Wl Kite Tube Death 

I contacted the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and learned that they had been contacted by the Vilas Co. Sheriff on a 
kite tube death in St. Germain, Wl. Thei DNR just has a preliminary report that cannot be released but were able to provide the 
following information on the death. 

Victim: 42-year-old male from Delafield, Wl vacationing in St. Germain, Wl 
Incident Date & Time: 6/26/06 at 8:05 PM 
Kite Tube model: Unknown (I have call into DNR warden that investigated.) 
Where purchased: Unknown 
Incident: Victim was riding a kite tube behind a 17 ft. 150 hp boat with an open motor on Little St. Germain Lake in Vilas County. 
The driver of the boat and spotter noted that the water was calm. The spotter reported seeing the kite tube veer sharply to the 
right while in the air and then sharply back down into the water. When the kite tube came down to the water, the victim fell off. 
The driver of the boat went over to the victim and found him face down in the water and unconscious. They put the victim in the 
boat and headed for shore. The victim remained unconscious for about 30 - 40 seconds and on their way back to shore, he 
regained consciousness. When they reached shore, they were met by rescue personnel who transported the victim, who seemed 
alert, to an area hospital to be checked out. The victim stayed at hospital and died five hours later. (1 ;00 AM 6/27/02) 

I will update you as more information comes in. 

6/27/2006 ?n 



\J.F Consumer Product Safety Commission 
' _ ASSIGNMENT REPORT - IDI 

Assign No 

060612HCC3582 

MIS Code 

12165 

Investigator Supervisor 

Barbara Braspenninckx-Wil Sidney C. Englander 

Status 
Open 

Epi Status 

Assign Type 

In-Depth Investigation 

Program ID 

Region 

CFIW 

Assign Date 

Target Date 

Revised Target Date 

Complete Date 

Incident Date 

06/12/06 

07/30/06 

06/04/06 

VICTIIVl INFORMATION 

ORANGEFIELD 

TX 

SPORTS AND RECREATIONAL A 

X0660330A 

HANN012006 Death Y 

City 

State/Zip 

Product Description 

Document Number 

HIA No. 
Remarks 
o n - s i t e p e r E-Assn 

Assignment 

7̂ ^ 



consumer Product Safety Commission 
ASSIGNMENT REPORT - IDI 

Assign No 

060614HCC3606 

Investigator 

MIS Code 

Supervisor 

Frank J. Nava 

Status 
Open 

Epi Status 

Assign Type 

In-Depth Investigation 

Program ID 

Region 

CFIW 

Assign Date 06/14/06 

Target Date 
Revised Target Date 

Complete Date 

Incident Date 06/02/06 

VICTIM INFORMATION 

GLEN CANYON 

UT 

City 
State/Zip 

Product Description 

Document Number 

HIA No. 
X0660350A 

HANN012006 Death N 
Remarks 

Assignment 

??^ 



u "onsumer Product Safety Commission / 
ASSIGNMENT REPORT - IDI V ^ 

Assign No 

060614HCC3605 

Investigator 

MIS Code 

Supervisor 

Frank J. Nava 

Status 
Open 

Epi Status 

Assign Type 

In-Depth Investigation 

Program ID 

Region 

CFIW 

Assign Date 06/14/06 

Target Date 

Revised Target Date 

Complete Date 

Incident Date 06/03/06 

VICTIM INFORMATION 

GLEN CANYON 

UT 

City 
State/Zip 

Product Description 

Document Number 

HIA No. 

X0660350B 

HANN012006 Death N 
Remarks 

Assignment 



U.S' "Consumer Product Safety Commission / 
V_ ASSIGNMENT REPORT - IDI V_ 

Assign No 

060614HCC3604 

Investigator 

MIS Code 

Supervisor 

Frank J. Nava 

Status 
Open 

Epi Status 

Assign Type 

In-Depth Investigation 

Program ID 

Region 

CFIW 

Assign Date 06/14/06 

Target Date 
Revised Target Date 

Complete Date 

Incident Date 04/07/06 

VICTIM INFORMATION 

GLEN CANYON 

UT 

City 

State/Zip 

Product Description 

Document Number 

HIA No. 

X0660350C 

HANN012006 Death N 
Remarks 

Assignment 

w 



U/^ r^onsumer Product Safety Commission 
{ ASSIGNMENT REPORT - IDI I 

Assign No 

060614HCC3603 

Investigator 

MIS Code 

Supervisor 

Frank J. Nava 

Status 
Open 

Epi Status 

Assign Type 
In-Depth Investigation 

Program ID 

Region 

CFIW 

Assign Date 06/14/06 

Target Date 

Revised Target Date 

Complete Date 

Incident Date 05/22/06 

VICTIM INFORMATION 

GLEN CANYON 

UT 

City 

State/Zip 

Product Description 

Document Number 

HIA No. 

X0660350D 

HANN012006 Death N 
Remarks 

Assignment 



Û *̂  consumer Product Safety Commission/ 
V , ASSIGNMENT REPORT - IDI '̂  

Assign No 

060614HCC3602 

Investigator 

MIS Code 

Supervisor 

Frank J. Nava 

Status 
Open 

Epi Status 

Assign Type 

In-Depth Investigation 

Program ID 

Region 

CFIW 

Assign Date 06/14/06 

Target Date 

Revised Target Date 

Complete Date 

IncidentDate 06/01/06 

VICTIM INFORMATION 

City OMAHA 

State/Zip NE 

Product Description 

Document Number X0660349A 

HIA No. HANN012006 Death N 

Remarks 

Assignment 



"f "onsumer Product Safety Commission f 
, ASSIGNMENT REPORT - IDI ^ . . 

Assign No 

060609HCC1577 

Investigator 

Susan S. Gabriel 

MIS Code 

12165 

Supervisor 

Allen C. Dobbins 

Status 
Open • 

Epi Status 

Assign Type 

In-Depth Investigation 

Program ID 

Region 

CFIE 

Assign Date 

Target Date 

Revised Target Date 

Complete Date 

Incident Date 

06/09/06 

07/21/06 

05/04/06 

VICTIM INFORMATION 

INDIAN ROCKS BEACH 

FL 

KITES OR KITE STRING 

10660124A 

HANN012006 Death N 

City 
State/Zip 

Product Description 

Document Number 

HIA No. 

Remarks 
A s s i g n e d 6/12 

Assignment 

^hZ 



c 
Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Spitler, Virginia R. 
Monday, July 24, 2006 11:10 AM 
EH-FER; Topka, Tanya L. 
Streeter, Robin A. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670423A - Kite Tube 

Virginia Spitler 
Management & Program Analyst 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Division of Hazard Analysis 
301-504-7301 

Original Message-^ 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2006. 8:36 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0S70423A 

07/23/2006 20:17:35 

Name = 
Address 
City =i' 
State = 
Zip : 
Email = ..gpllHHHMHHIIMHaiii8i£>.-com 
T e l e p h o n e 
Name of Victim = same 
Victim's Address = 
victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: Was riding on WEGO Kite and wind caught the kite and immediately 
went up in air at least 15-20 the wund caught the tube flipped it over and it went 
crashing into the water. it took several minutes to get my breath and be able to move. 
My sternum and rubs were injuted. Last week due to continued pain sought meducakl care, 
xrays of rubs initial reading positive for fracture. I have had to sleep on ice every 
night. Please warn consumers. We have put our WEGO kite away for good! 

Victim's age at time of incident = 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7/3/06 
Product involved = Wego towable water kite Product brand name/manufacturer = sportsstuff 
Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date 
Date product purchased = online Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

3 



;'-' 
CONSUMiER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 

.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY 

la.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY 

ST ZIPCODE 
i 40014 

ZIPCODE 
40014 

'5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Respondent believes tube kiting is unsafe, 

cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT (S) 

06/07/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 19 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
two teeth were knocked out 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
tube kiting 

lO.BRAND NAME 
unknown 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
unknown 

ISSUE 41 
unknown 

07/13/2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 01/01/2006 AGE 6 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
never purchased 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
NO 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/11/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670090A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1309 

26 .ENDORSER 'S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/12/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

^ < / 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT ^ - Region: EASTERN 

H0670090A 
'arrative Continued 
ion was tube kiting with friends. Son was 20' in the air when a 
'gust of wind caused him to fall to the water. Son landed on his 
back in the water causing his knee to hit his mouth and knock two 
of his teeth. One of son's teeth was completely detached while 
another was dislocated. 

6/7/2006 Son went to the emergency care at a dentist's office 
(name unknown) where he was examined and treated by physician 
(name unknown). Physician told son that on of his front teeth 
was severely dislocated. Physician performed an emergency root 
canal and reset his front tooth. Physician told son that he may 
loose his front tooth. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: W O M 

m 



/U5/06. Woman mjured in kite tubmg accident. Union Lake, MI. 

Topka, Tanya L. 

Page 1 of2 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 12:10 PM 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

I'm FedExing two more reports from MN; I may have sent you hard to read scans ofthe first one previously: 

6-25-06 : Fishtrap lake, Lincoln, MN - Vict im^^ 

7/11/06 (last night): Lake Julia, Bemidji, MN - Victim 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safet}' Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax #262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasiiis(S:cp.sc.gov 

19, ruptured aorta. Still critical. Wego. 

i, 30, knocked unconscious, concussion. 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Wed 7/12/2006 9:43 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 

As of 10:30 am on July 12, CPSC staff is aware of 40 incidents associated with kite tubes, including 2 deaths. 

Among the injuries resulting jfrom kite tube incidents are: 

Cracked vertebrae, broken vertebrae, punctured lungs, broken ribs, injured spleens, broken hips, sphntered^roken 
femurs, head injuries, neck injuries, broken teeth, facial trauma, loss of consciousness in water, respiratory injuries, 
severed aortas, bruised chests, broken ankle, lung contusions, kidney contusions, other intemal bruising, intemal 
bleeding, tom muscles, strained muscles and death. 

Robin L. Ingle 
Health Statistician, Emerging Hazards 
Directorate for Epidemiology 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East-West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814 | Phone 301.504.7333 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:28 AM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: kite tube incident count 
Importance: High 

7/12/2006 m 



[/U3/U0. w Oman injurea in Kite tubmg aceioent. union Lake, Ml. , Page 2 of 2 
, 7 . V._ v^^. 

jha's the count total changed? Just want the most accurate number. Also Marc wants me to list the types of injuries tell me if I 
/would be correct in saying 
Fatalities, ruptured aortas, fractures to legs, arms, collar bones, hips, and ribs, concussions, neck fracture, broken noses, rib 
cartilage swelling, lacerated spleen, and bruised internal organs. Am I missing any types of injuries that you can think of? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Ingle, Robin L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:37 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Cc: Roegner, Russell H.; Stralka, Kathleen A.; Blasius, Dennis R. 
Subject: kite tube incident count 

As of 2:30 pm on July 11, CPSC staff is aware of 35 injury incidents involving kite tubes. Two of the 35 resulted in deaths. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 12:52 PM 
To: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: RE: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI. 

I think a press release might be going out tomorrow on this if not Thursday from what Marc tells me. Can you get us an official 
count for the press release? 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

7/12/2006 R)^ 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT 

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3.STREET ADDRESS 

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. 

4.CITY 

4b.INCIDENT 

REPORT 

(HOME) 

1 

CITY 

Region: EASTERN 

fSany^, 
ST ZIPCOpE 

ST ZIPCODE 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR#06-210 

- cont -
6. DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

07/09/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 14Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
injured neck 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

unknown 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'S, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
West Shore Marina 
unknown 
unknown 
860-267-1764 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 07/08/2006 AGE 1 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Only kite as high as you're willing to fall. 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

9 .MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0.DATE RECEIVED 
07/18/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

25.DISTRIBUTION 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670155A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

26.ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE 
emj 07/18/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670155A 

Narrative Continued 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

5'4" tall, 120 lb. son was riding kite tube being pulled by boat 
at between 2 0 to 2 5 MPH. Son was coming down from the air 
(height unknown) and landed in the water when he suddenly fell 
onto the kite tube and injured his neck. Rx at home. 

5'11" tall, 180 lb. husband was riding kite tube being pulled by 
boat at approximately 3 0 MPH. Husband was approximately 1' in 
the air when he was blown off of kite tube. Husband landed in 
water on his side and injured the right side of his body. 

Consumer took husband to the ER at Backus Hospital in Norwich, CT 
where he was examined by physician (name unknown). Physician 
told consumer that the ribs on his right side were severely 
bruised. Physician prescribed pain killers and told husband that 
the bruising will heal on its own. 

7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the 
incident to rep., (name unknown). Rep., told consumer that there 
was a replacement program and to go online and pick out the 
products that she wanted. Consumer requested a refund of her 
money. Rep., told consumer that they were not offering refunds. 

V i c t # Sex Age 

2 M 47Y 

V i c t # 

Name R e l a t i o n s h i p 

Ricky Wylot husband 

V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 bruised ribs 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : INTERNET 

^t 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:58 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670367A - Wego Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2006 2:51 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Streeter, Robin A. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670367A - Wego Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW . 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2006 4:13 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670367A 

07/19/2006 14:42:23 

Address = "IB||||^SiMBH^&LA_^^^°'^^^^ Comp li ane e,*lliliMMl|iiiiiliiiill City = Seattle State = 
Washington '^p =^|g^Bi^^^^ Email = product-safety@amazon.com. Telephone = (206) 266-7614 
Name of Victim = n/a Victim's Address = n/a Victim's City = n/a Victim's State = Victim's 
Zip = n/a Victim's Telephone = n/a 

Incident Description: Product flipped, daughter broke vertebrae when she hit the water 
from 14' and 25mph. 

A product safety incident was submitted in the Amazon.com Customer Review section of an 
item/ASIN detail page. URL regarding the product safety review: 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/BOOOENJSSI/ref=sr_ll_l/103-3454615-2294221?% 
5Fencoding=UTF8&v=glance&;n=3 3752 51 

A customer's review posting had a product concern with the Overton's Wego Kite Tube; 
AMAZON.COM ASIN: BOOOENJSSI. The customer's review, titled: This is not a toy!!!!, July 9, 
2006. "This is not a toy to be taken lightly. The weekend of the Fourth my daughter was 
seriously injured. She was at least 14' in the air and travelling about 24 mph when she 
was flipped upside down and slammed to the water headfirst. She fractured her Cl vertebrae 
.and is very very fortunate not to have been paralyzed." 

Read news stories on the web from reputable sources. There have been deaths and very 
serious injuries reported with this device. It is not a toy and it cannot be controlled by 
the tube rider or the driver of the boat as suggested by the manufacturer. You are at the 
mercy of the waves and any wind current that can flip the tube. BE VERY CAREFUL BEFORE 
DECIDING TO PURCHASE THIS ITEM. 

m 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov
mailto:product-safety@amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/BOOOENJSSI/ref=sr_ll_l/103-3454615-2294221?%25


victim's age at time of incident = n/a 
Victim's sex = 
Date of incident = n/a 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Overton's Manufacturer street address = n/a Place where 
•manufactured (City and State or Country) = n/a Product involved still available = Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = n/a Date product purchased = n/a Name Release 
= Do not release name 

m 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:59 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670374A - Wego Kite Tube 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Richard . L. S t e r n 
A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r 
F u e l , E l e c t r i c a l & R e c r e a t i o n a l P r o d u c t s U . S . Consumer P r o d u c t S a f e t y Commission 
v o i c e : 301-504-7620 
f a x : 3 0 1 - 5 0 4 - 0 3 5 9 
e : m a i l : r s t e r n @ c p s c . g o v 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: T o p p i n g , John C. 
S e n t : T h u r s d a y , J u l y 20 , 2006 2:58.PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Streeter,' Robin A. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - ,Doc #I0670374A - Wego Kite Tube 

same 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2006 8:23 AM ' 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670374A 

07/19/2006 21:53:07 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 2 2 62 5,„ 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: My husband sustained a double shoulder dislocation when he collided 
with the water after being up in the air with the Kite Tube. He got knocked out and had to 
go to the ER to have his shoulder reset. He had to keep it immobilized for 3 weeks 
followed by orthopaedic appts and physical therapy to recover from the injury. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 4 8 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 16 apr 06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
No Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Feb 06 
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

27^ 
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C' 
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

l.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 

4.CITY . ST ZIPCODE 

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210. 

- cont -
6. DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

05/27/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 28 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken bones in left leg, and left ankle 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

ll.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 3 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 01/01/2006 AGE 4 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
no 

18,IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/21/2006 ' 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emjVHL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670200A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/21/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

3 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670200A 

Narrative Cont:inued 

Respondent believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

5'10" tall, 180 lb respondent was riding kite tube and being 
pulled by a boat going approximately 25-30 MPH. Respondent let 
go of the handles as he was landing. Respondent was 
approximately 5 ' in the air when his left foot became entangled 
in kite tube. Kite tube began spinning and respondent landed in 
the water. Consumer,and friends pulled respondent from the water 
and into the boat. 

Friends took respondent to the ER at McCalester Hospital in 
I McCalester, OK where he was examined by physician (name unknown) . 
Physician took x-rays and told respondent that both bones in the 

lower portion of his left leg were broken. Physician also told 
respondent that his left ankle was broken. Physician told 
respondent that he would have to see an orthopedic surgeon. 

5/31/2006 Respondent went to Southwest Orthopedic in Oklahoma 
City, OK where he was examined by physician (name unknown). 
Physician took x rays to confirm his injures and placed his leg 
in a splint. Respondent went home. 

6/1/2006 Respondent returned to Southwest Orthopedic where 
physician (name unknown) performed surgery on his left leg. 
Physician put a plate on respondent's broken bones and put screws 
and pins in his ankle. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: INTERNET 

21^ 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

L.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2 - P H O i r a ^ ^ 

4 . CITY 

iiiaiilimr' 
4 b . I N C I D E N T 

j ^ ° ^ ^ ) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
ISlSiWliiHiMBiM&liff'fiii'i 

ST ZIPCODE 

ST ZIPCODE 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

Kite tube is under recall for CAP NR#06-210. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
I N C I D E N T ( S ) 

07/15/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 18 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken right collar bone 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 

RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

RELATIONSHIP 
brother 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff Inc. 
unknown I S S U E 4 3 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 5 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# 53-5000, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Buster's Marine ebay dealer 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 07/06/2006 AGE 9 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Never kite higher than you're willing to fall. 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 

YES 

IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

with consumer 

19.MAY WE 

USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 

THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/21/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

21 .RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670210A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/24/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670210A 
Narrative Continued 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

6' tall, 155 lb. brother was riding kite tube being pulled by a 
boat going appro:ximately 3 0 MPH. Brother was approximately 
15-20' in the air when a gust of wind caused kite tube to flip 
over. Brother lost control of kite tube and fell into the water 
head and shoulder first. Consumer helped brother climb onto the 
boat and out of the water. 

7/15/2006 Ambulance took brother to the ER at Bloomington Hospital 
in Bloomington, IN where he was examined by physician (name 
unknown) . Physician told brother that his right collar bone was 
broken. Physician prescribed pain killers for brother and put 
his right arm into a sling. 

7/19/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the 
incident to rep. , (name unknown) . Rep., offered corisumer free 
manufacturer products. Consumer declined offer. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: CPO 

m 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

l .N'AME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 
unknown 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS ST 
Wl 

ZIPCODE 
53220 

4 a . EMAIL ADDRESS 
unknown 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY ST 
Wl 

ZIPCODE 
53220 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
150 lb., 5'4" tall, daughter was riding the kite tube, while being 
ptalled by a boat, at about 24 miles per hour, up and down a lake, 
- cont -

6. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT (S) 
05/31/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 21Y/F 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative. 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

RELATIONSHIP 
daughter 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknow 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Ducho Boat Center 
unknown 
PEwaukee, Wl 
unknown 

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 04/17/2006 AGE 1 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/18/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22,DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670156A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/18/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670156A 

Naarrative Continued 

OO- a windy day. As daughter was approximately 6' high, in air, 
t ixe kite tube suddenly flipped over, slamming daughter into the . 
waiter, injuring her head and neck. Daughter returned to boat and 
appeared to be dazed. Consumer said daughter was unable to turn 
h^r neck. 

Con-sumer took daughter to visit with chiropractor, Steven Longo, 
WILO examined daughter and took x-rays of neck. Physician 
in-formed consumer that the x-ray did not show any signs of 
fracture. Physician concluded daughter experienced a severe 
whiiplash and provided daughter with treatment advise. 

Con-Sumer feels the kite tube can suddenly flip without warning 
presenting a serious injury hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 

8(^ 



Salem-Nevys.Com First Accident Reported on Kite Tube in t . -^on 
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Firs t Acc iden t Repo r ted on K i te Tube in O r e g o n 

Salcm-News.com 

Manufactuters are now recalling some of the kite tubes. 
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(OWYHEE 
LAKE) - A 
recent kite 
tube 
accident on 
Oregon's 
Owyhee 
Lake led to 
the state's 
first serious 
injury with 
the 
controversial 
inflatable 
devices 
designed to 
be towed 
by a boat. 

In this 
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life-flighted 
to a Boise • 
Hospital with possible crushed vertebra. It happened July 8th. 

The Consumer Products Safety Commission sent out an advisory urging 
water enthusiasts to use extreme care when using this new towable device, 
prompting the Marine Board to issue an advisory on July 10th. 

Kite tubes are large towed, inflatable toys designed to become airborne at 
moderate speeds. They have been blamed for a number of serious injuries 

http://www.salem-news.com/articles/julyI92006/kite_tube_injury_71906.php (1 of 4)7/19/2006 3:13:55 PM m 
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Salem-Nevfs.Com First Accident Reported on Kite Tube in fc... „on 

M)(Mit " " a n d several fatalities to riders in other States. 

' ' ^ C i i ^ ' i l l - \ i ' \ ' > -• I I ' l l ' 1^ . 
ll , ,j ,, _ I "We were hoping to be proactive in alerting boaters about the potential 
I'' ^"'•' -'' " " " • " ' • dangers before any injuries occur in Oregon," said Ashley Massey, Public 
• v.cv. > si.'i ICJ ii)i Affairs Specialist for the Marine Board. "Any change in speed, wind 
(^'v'i I.:)'-) i..i|~i ul direction, or handling by the rider can lead to a serious injury. Riders need 

\ T . \ : I I O •• \ - 1 \ -'H.'i to be very cautious." 
1 • • ' 

. • s l . l i l . U l l J ! ' . - ' 1 

".-';.'-',v 
The Wego Kite Tube appears to be the main product in question. 

/, ^••, I Sportsstuff, Inc., the manufacturer of the Wego kite tube, issued a recall of 
iT-Lf 1 -' icr)rs7 ,r>,-r this product on July 5th, in light o f t he various nationwide injuries and 
^..•t^^.i . n,H'-̂ .*,••=• - rstaiities. 
•--.."w* J i r-.^^'j-r"/•; "^ i _ 

•" 'People who already own a Wego kite tube need to contact the company. 
;Sportsstuff, Inc. will replace the kite tubes with other products up to the 
'same value. 

iPormore information about the recall notif ication, go to www.boatoregoi i . 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:50 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670322A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
R i c h a r d L. S t e r n 
A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r 
F u e l , E l e c t r i c a l & R e c r e a t i o n a l P r o d u c t s U . S . 
v o i c e : 3 0 1 - 5 0 4 - 7 6 2 0 . 
f a x : 3 0 1 - 5 0 4 - 0 3 5 9 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 2:26 PIVl 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint 

Consumer Product Safety Commission 

- Doc #I0670322A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From:' Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 8:34 At̂l 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670322A 

07/17/2006 22:15:22 

Name 
Address = 
City 
State 
Zip = 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 

Address -, 
city 

Dr Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's State 
Victim's zip = 
Victim's Telephone 

Incident Description: After reviewing the dvd and instructions I took my first ride on 
the Wego Kite Tube. After traveling about 200 yards on the water surface the tube started 
to rise above the water. It was impossible to control and bounced up off the water a few 
times until soaring -30-40 feet in the air and then turned and plummeted into the lake. I 
had the wind knocked out of me and my back was extremely sore. 
Since then I have had limited flexibility and serious back pain resulting in a loss of 
sleep and restrictions on my activities. Since-the condition did not improve over time I 
visited my Doctor, with Health Partners on 6/29/2006 for an exam where I was told to 
continue monitoring for improvement. To this day I still have limited mobility, trouble 
sleeping and have had to eliminate all athletic activities. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 46 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/15/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 

^-2/ 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Product brand name/manufacturer = SportStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = From Boattube.com 
Name Release = Do not release name 

y22 

http://Boattube.com


Product brand name/manufacturer = SportStuff Manufacturer street address = NE 11213 "E" 
Circle (A) Omaha, NE 68137 ... 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = United States (?) Product involved 
still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Model 53-5000 
Date product purchased = April 2, 2006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

B ' ^ 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:40 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670269A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L^ Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 1:03 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670269A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:53 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670269A 

07/14/2006 23:30:11 

Name = 
Addres 
City =( 
State =̂  
Zip 
Email = 
Telephone "^ 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address = 
Victim's City 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone"'= 

Incident Description: Was using a Wego Kite tube at Assateague Island National Seashore in 
Ocean City MD, after hitting a gust of wind rose to a height of about 15 feet. The tube 
went out of control leaning right at first and then rolled to the left completely upside 
down. I fell and hit the water hard on the left side of my body, i was wearing a half suit 
and an lOOmph jet piolt impact lifevest. When i hit the water I knocked the wind out of 
my chest and the left side of my face hit the water. I had an extreme headache and my face 
hurt. The next morning when i woke up my left eye was completely swellen. I went my local 
medical center and got checked out. over the night my sinus pressure had burst the damaged 
blood vessels under my eye. My head had continued to hurt on the left side where i was 
impacted for the next few days also leving me to belive i had suffered a mild concusion. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/9/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 

24 
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Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = around 5/30/06 Name 
Release = Do not ^release name 

^ ^ ; 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:53 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670335A - Wego Kite Tube 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Richard L. S t e rn 
A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r 
Fue l , E l e c t r i c a l & Recrea t iona l Products U.S. Consumer Product Safe ty Commission 
v o i c e : 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e : m a i l : rs tern@cpsc.gov 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sen t : Tuesday, Ju ly 18, 2006 4:41 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Streeter, Robin A. 
Subject: FW,: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670335A - Wego Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Tuesday, July. 18, 2006 4:25 PM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670335A 

07/18/2006 11:00:41 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 02885 
Email = w( 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Addres 
Victim's City 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip 
Victim's Telephi 

Incident Description: The incident occurred at the very beginning of my vacation. I was 
visiting a friend in Maine who had just purchased the Wego Kite Tube - we watched the 
video (numerous times), and hit the lake. Although I was not the first to try the kite 
tube, I was the first to actually "catch air". Within seconds of flying through the air 
the tube luffed at the middle and began to flip over. I let go out of fear of being 
trapped underneath between it and the water. I flew through the air and crashed face first 
into the water. The blood vessels in my feet and legs immediately burst - I could not see 
out of my right eye for hours - 3 weeks later and I still cannot blow my nose without 
SEVERE pain - I am taking 4 advil every 4-6 hours so my jaw does not ache to the point of 
tears - 3 weeks later and the bruising is still quite evident on the tops of my legs. I am 
seeing a doctor this week because I fear that I broke my nose in the fall. The pain I felt 
when 1 hit the water was excruciating - worse than labor - this is not something that 
should be on the market for ametures - users or drivers. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 36 

^27) 
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Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 07/02/06 
Product invol'ved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release 
= Release name to the manufacturer and public 

?27 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:51 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670326A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax; 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 2:35 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670326A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 8:34 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670326A 

07/17/2006 18:33 :08 

Incident Description: My partner was severly injured on memorial day weekend on a Kite 
Tube. He fell from about 20 feet in the air and was knocked 
unconsious. Because of the water depth I couldn't perform proper cpr, so i proceeded to 
hit him in the back to get him to expell the water. He remembers being in the air and 
then does not remember anything until after he got to the hospital. He suffered a 
compressed neck. He bruised his abdomen, pelvis and groin. He tore his groin mucsle and 
the muscle from his neck to his shoulder. He was off work for 9 days and in a neck brace 
for weeks. Other then some reacurring neck pain he has completely healed. I cant say how 
glad I am that you pulled this stupid product off the market. They forgot to mention on 
the box that you cant control wind velocity or air current. 
No thrill ride is worth a life. I promptly deflated the tube and threw it away. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 33 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 05/27/2006 ^ 7 ^ 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


c , — 

Product involved = Water Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Wego Kite Tube Manufacturer street address 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska Product involved 
still available = No Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product 
purchased = March or April Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

&7I9 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:51 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670325A Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
R i c h a r d . L. S t e r n 
A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r 
F u e l , E l e c t r i c a l & R e c r e a t i o n a l P r o d u c t s U . S . Consumer P r o d u c t Safetiy Commission 
v o i c e : ' 3 0 1 - 5 0 4 - 7 6 2 0 
f a x : 3 0 1 - 5 0 4 - 0 3 5 9 
e : m a i l : r s t e r n @ c p s c . g o v 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: T o p p i n g , John C. 
S e n t : T u e s d a y , J u l y 18, 2006 2 :33 PM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670325A - Kite Tube 

--. Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 8:34 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670325A 

07/17/2006 18:29:58 

Name 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 47720 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description;^^BH^^was on tube and it climbed to approx. ten feet. It turned over 
in the air and she fell on her back. After seekinf medical attention and getting her back 
x-rayed it was found that she has a compression fracture in her back. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 23 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7-2-06 
Product involved = Sports Stuuf Kite Tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff 
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle Place where manufactured (City and State or 
Country) = Omaha, Nebraska Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial 
number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube Date product purchased = 6-1-06 Name Release = 
Release name to the manufacturer and public 

Fia 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Thursday, July 20, 2006 6:55 PM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670358A - Wego Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: .301-504-7620 
f a x : 3 0 1 - 5 0 4 - 0 3 5 9 
e : m a i l : r s t e r h @ c p s c . g o v 

O r i g i n a l Message 
From: T o p p i n g , John C. 
S e n t : Wednesday , J u l y 19, 2006 10:32 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Streeter, Robin A. 
Subject : FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670358A - Wego Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2006 10:25 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L. 
Subject : Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670358A 

07/19/2006 09:15:08 

Name = 
Address 
City •= 
State = 
Zip = 28734 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Telephone = 

Incident Description: Sandra was riding the kite tube when it raised very high in the air 
and flipped. Sandra fell several feet in the water. She fell face first and obtained a 
large hematoma over left orbital bone, two black eyes and a swollen nose.. She did seek 
medical attention two days after incident due to facial swelling. Xray revealed no broken 
bones. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 36 
Victim's sex = Female 
Date of incident = 7/09/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sprotsstuff Inc, Manufacturer street 
address = Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE Product 
involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 
Date product purchased = 4/26/06 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only 

# - ! / 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT 

L.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 .STREET ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

REPORT 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

•fgjiliiBiiiiir-----
4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

(WORK) 
unknown** 

ST 

Region: WESTERN 

ZI,P.COpE 

ST^, ZIPCODE 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

5'2" 170 lb., nephew was riding the kite tube as it was being 
pulled by boat, driven by consumer, at about 3 0 miles mph. While 
- cont -

6. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT (S) 
06/27/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 45 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 

RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 0 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
The Anchor 
unknown 
Rasida, CA 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I P Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/01/2006 AGE 1 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IP NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 

USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 

THIS 

REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670177A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/19/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

i^J2 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670177A 

Narrative Contiinued 

approximately 15' to 20' in air, he caught a gust of wind. As 
consumer decreased the boat speed, the kite tube hit the water, 
and nephew was thrown off. Consumer returned and picked up 
nephew, who was in a state of shock and was spitting up blood. 

Brother, who is a paramedic for the Los Angeles, CA fire dept. and 
sister, who is a registered nurse, and other 2 brothers, who were 
at the scene, are EMTs, examined nephew. Nephew's bleeding 
stopped on its own. No further treatment was needed. 

6/2006 180 lb., 5'8 tall, consumer was riding the kite tube, as it 
was being pulled by boat, driven by nephew, at about 30 miles per 
hour. As the kite tube reached approximately 20' high in air, he 
suddenly caught a gust of wind, taking the kite tube to one side 
and throwing consumer into water. Consumer experienced temporary 
loss of memory for a day and sustained a concussion. consumer 
•was examined by Brothers and sister, who also kept close 
observation of consumer. 

V i c t # Sex Age Name R e l a t i o n s h i p 

2 M 26 Y Timothy M. Keane nephew 

V i c t # V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 see narrative 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : DIRECTORY ^ 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

SSji^ws" 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 

4 . C I T Y 
SKT-

ST 
OH 

ZIPCODE 
45431 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 4 b . I N C I D E N T ^ CITY 

Beaver Creek 
ST ZIPCODE 

OH 45431 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR#06-210 

- cont -

6. DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
05/30/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 32Y/F 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
C2 fracture in neck 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 .DESCRIPTION" OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R X B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff . 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown , , 0 7 / 2 1 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' S , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/27/2006 AGE 3 Y 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
NO 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670183A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/20/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

8'7'i 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670183A 

Narrative Continued 

Respondent believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

5'9", 130 lb respondent was riding kite tube being pulled by a 
boat at approximately 20-25 MPH. Respondent was in the air 
(height unknown) when a gust of wind caused her and kite tube to 
flip and fall into the water. Respondent landed in the water 
head first and could not move. Friends got .respondent out of the 
water and contacted an ambulance. 

Ambulance took respondent to the ER at Claiborne County Hospital 
in Tazewell, TN where she was examined by physician (name 
unknown). 

5/31/2006 Physician contacted respondent and told her that they 
found a fracture in her neck. 

5/31/2006 Respondent went to the University of Tennessee Hospital 
in Knoxville, TN where she was examined and treated by physician 
(name unknown) for a C2 fracture in her neck. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: INTERNET 

1 5 ^ 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

L.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T 

(HOME) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST ZIPCODE 

ST ZIPCODE 

"™wwHiiiiP'' 
5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

170 lb., 5'11" tall, son was riding the kite tube as it was being 
pulled by a boat at about 25 miles per hour, when it suddenly 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OP 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
06/04/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 23 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative. 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
R . E S ^ ^ ) E N ' r , PROVIDE NAME 

RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 0 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Overtons 
unknown 
Greenville, NC 
unknown 

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

IS.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/29/2006 AGE 5 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
no 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS V 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670181A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/19/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 
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r 
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670181A 

Narrative Contiinued 
started going side to side, the took a nose dive. Son was thrown 
out the side of kite tube and into water, where he was knocked 
unconscious. Other son jumped into water and took his face out 
water. Son regained consciousness after 2 minutes. 

Son started vomiting in route to to hospital. 

Consumer took son to Bladen Regional hospital in Elizabethtown, 
NC, where ER staff performed X-ray and MRI's and determined son 
sustained bruising to rib cage, and a severe concussion. Son was-
discharged same day. 

6/19/2006 Consumer called and explained incident to dealer's rep. 
(name unknown) who offered consumer a full refund and stated that 
he will have the kite tube taken off the shelves. Rep. also 
commented that they have had too many reports of problems with 
the product. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 

^iV 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l . N A M E OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T 

(HOME) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
IL 

ST 

IL 

ZIPCODE 
60142 

ZIPCODE 

60142 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 
155 lb., 5'7" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube as it was 
being pulled by a boat, driven by friend, at about 20 to 25 mph. 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
06/25/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 34 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 0 7 / 2 0 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# uknown DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
e-bay 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 24 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670176A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/19/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670176A 

N a r r a t i v e Cont inued 
Consume 
5' t o 
d r a s t i c 
the k i t 
a t high 
second, 
turned 
appeare 
r e g a i n 

r said the kite 
high in air, 

ally increase i 
e tube started 
speed, where c 
The kite tube 

the boat around 
d to be in a da 
consciousness. 

tube was holding steady at approximately 
elevating to about 10' high, when it 
ts height. Once it reached about 25' high, 
to become unstable, swaying back and forth, 
onsumer began to lose control for about a 
then inverted, and dove into water. Friend 
and pulled consumer out of water, who 
ze. 30 minutes later, consumer started to 

Consumer. was_J:aken to Skaggs Hospital in Branson, MO, Tel: 
where ER staff performed a cat scan and x-ray. 

Physician determined consumer had sustained a severe concussion, 
with pulled ligaments in neck and.back. Physician prescribed 
pain medication and advised to be woken up, from sleep, every 2 

. hours. If his pupils appeared to be of different dilation, he 
will need to, re-visit hospital. Consumer, was discharged same 
day. 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 

g ^ 



T o p k a , T a n y a L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:48 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670269A • Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

. Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:21 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject; FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670269A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17,20068:53AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet.Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670269A 

07/14/2006 23:30:11 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 21811 
Email = 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's 
Victim's 

Zip = 21811 
Telephone = 

Incident Description: Was using a Wego Kite tube at Assateague Island National Seashore in 
Ocean City MD, after hitting a gust of wind rose to a height of about 15 feet. The tube 
went out of control leaning right at first and then rolled to the left completely upside 
down. I fell and hit the water hard on the left side of my body, i was wearing a half suit 
and an lOOmph jet piolt impact lifevest. When i hit the water I knocked the wind out of 
my chest and the left side of my face hit the water. I had an extreme headache and my face 
hurt. The next morning when i woke up my left eye was completely swellen. I went my local 
medical center and got checked out. over the night my sinus pressure had burst the damaged 
blood vessels under my eye. My head had continued to hurt on the left side where i was 
impacted for the next few days also leving me to belive i had suffered a mild concusion. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 2 4 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7/9/06 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 

^ 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff Manufacturer street address = Place where 
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product 
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = around 6/30/06 Name 
Release = Do not release name 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:48 A M 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670263A Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern , 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:20 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670263A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent:. Monday, July 17, 2006 8:52 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670263A 

07/14/2006 18:21:50 

Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
South Dakota Victim's.Zip 

e Northeast Victim's City 
57401 Victim's Telephone 

= Aberdeen Victim's State 

Incident Description: Injury suffered while using the Wego Kite Tube, 
the air and suffered a torn AC in the left shoulder. 

Was thrown while in 

Victim's age at time of incident = 34 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/25/2006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. 
Circle, Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska 
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date 
Wego Kite Tube, Model #53-5000 Date product purchased = June of 2006 Name Release = 
Release name to the manufacturer and public 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:47 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670261A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:20 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670261A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:52 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670261A 

07/14/2006 16:15:03 

Name of Health Care Professional = self 
Address = 
City 
State = 
Zip = JS 
Email 
Telephone 

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube- inflatable towable for boating .Product brand 
name/manufacturer = Wego Manufacturer street address = ? 
Place where manufactured (City and state) = ? 
Product model and serial number = 
Date product purchased = 07-25-06 

Incident Description: While riding the new "Kite Tube", I fell from a height of about ten 
feet at fifty-five miles per hour injuring my spleen and several ribs.I notified the 
company the day after the accident complaining about the fact that I could not see through 
the window provided because of the poor design which causes the window to form a thick 
layer of condensation which makes it impossible for the rider to see the boat, impossible 
to see your spotter, and impossible to control the stability of your flight. To add to the 
danger, your spotter cannot see the rider!!The woman I spoke to knew what I was referring 
to and told me how to fix the problem, only temporarily.The product , for this reason' 
alone, should have been considered unsafe for distribution-to the consumers.Nowhere in the 
video does it refer to this danger, nor how to deal with it. 

Victim's age at time of incident= 38 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident 
Name of Victim = 
V i c t i m ' s A d d r e s s = *'*fflW|l|fiiMiiP l̂rBBi»rd 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


••Victi<n's City = nashua 
Victim's state = New Hampshire 
Victim's Zip = 03062 
Victim's Telephone : 

Product involved still available 
Where product located = Nashua 

= Yes 

^ / ^ 



Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:49 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670271A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:22 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint Doc #I0670271A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:53 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670271A 

07/15/2006 02:45:46 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = ,-, 
Email 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address = 
Michigan Victim's Zip = 

North Victim's Cit^ 
.Victim's Telephone =• 

Westland Victim's State 

Incident Descr 
after catching 
was taken to a 
aorta and was 
doctors said i 
lifted to the 
suffered from 
nerve damage t 

iption: Tom was on the Wego Kite Tube and fell from about 10 feet in the air 
a coss wind and he hit the water and the tube came down on top of him. He 
local hospital where, after a CT scan, they found that he had bruied his 

seaping blood, every heart beat was putting pressure on the weak point. The 
f it split open he would bleed to death in under a minute. He was then air 
University of Michigan hospital where he had bypass surgery immedatly. He 
a traumatic aortic tear, and as a result of the surgery he may have permante 
o his vocal cords. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 25 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 07/03/2006 
Product involved = Big 10 foot flying tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite 
Tube Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = 
Omaha, Nebraska Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, 
manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 7/1/06 Name Release = Release name to 
the manufacturer and public 

a/^ 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:49 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670299A - kite tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

-----Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:29 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670299A - kite tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July. 17, 2006 8:55 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670299A 

07/16/2006 14:03:11 

Name =, 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 51623 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim '^ 
Victim's Address"^ same' 
Victim's City = same 
Victim' s State ̂ ^ 
Victim's Zip 
Victim's Telephone 

sDr. 

Incident Description: Kite tubing on a friends boat, was injured after hiting the water. 
Spent 3 days in hospital, with a broken rib and a collasped lung. These things are very 
unsafe. Whomever designed them did not know what they were doing. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 48 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 6/28/2006 
Product involved = kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = not known it is someone elses. 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = 
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release 
= Release name to manufacturer only 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:49 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670288A - Kite Tube 

********************************** * * *************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:28 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670288A - Kite Tube 

-• Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:54 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S. 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670288A 

07/15/2006 12:37:21 

Name = 
Address 
City = 
State = 
Zip = 48 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City 
Victim's State = 
Victim's Zip = 48657 
Victim's Telephone ='̂  

Incident Description: Wego Kite Tube crashed into water on top of victim, 
sustained concussion and injury to neck, back and right leg. 

50 

Victim 

Victim's age at time of incident 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 05/03/2006 
Product involved = Wego-Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego . 
Manufacturer street address = 
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = omaha, ne Product involved still 
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = wego kite tube Date 
product purchased = 4/3/2006 Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public 

^r? 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Stern, Richard L. 
Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:50 AM 
Topka, Tanya L. 
FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670305A - kite tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:30 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Co: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I067.0305A - kite tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday,,July 17, 2006 8:55 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670305A 

07/16/2006 22:06:38 

Name 
Address 
City = 
State = „ 
Zip = 06082 
Email 
Telephone 
Name of Victim = 
Victim's Address 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 
Victim's 

City = 
State = 
Zip = 06082 
Telephone = 

Incident Description: While using wego kite tube manufactured by sportssuff, kite tube 
flew uncontrollably, throwing me to the water, where I landed feet first. This resulted 
in a severe ankle sprain requiring emergency room treatment and missed work and pain 
since. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 31 -
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 7-7-06 
Product involved = Wego kite tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir 
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product 
involved still available = No Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date 
product purchased = dont know Name Release = Do not release name 

mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov


Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Stern, Richard L. 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2006 6:50 AM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670304A - Kite Tube 

*************************************************** 
Richard L. Stern 
Associate Director 
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
voice: 301-504-7620 
fax: 301-504-0359 
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov 

Original Message 
From: Topping, John C. 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 11:30 AM 
To: EH-FER 
Cc: Ingle, Robin L. 
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670304A - Kite Tube 

Original Message 
From: Noble, Laura EW 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:55 AM 
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; 
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J. 
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670304A 

07/16/2006 20:03:31 

Name = ., 
Address 
City =^ 
State 
Zip = 59922 
Email = 
Telephone = 
Name of Victim 
Victim's Address 
Victim's City = 
Victim's State 
Victim's Zip = 
Victim's Te1ephone 

Incident Description: While being towed on the Sportstuff Kite Tube, the tube sharply dove 
from an allitude of 15 feet uncontrolably. Tube then collapsed and t:hrew the rider 
(Robert) into the air causing violent crash. The impact caused cracked and bruised ribs. 
Breathing difficulties and lung problems. Doctor claims 6 months to recover fully. lam 
unable to work, and unable to enjoy summer activites. The product did not perform as the 
manufacturer stated. The tube is very misleading and is dangerous. 

Victim's age at time of incident = 43 
Victim's sex = Male 
Date of incident = 07092006 
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube 
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff inc Manufacturer street address = 11213 E 
Circle Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE United 
States Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture 
date = Wego Kite Tube Date product purchased = 07092006 Name Release = Release name to the 

1 
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manufac tu re r and publ ic 



l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

;.lllWIW.WILIllJlWlllll!i||Pplfc 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

CONSUMER 

m -

PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 
Salem 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

Salem 

Reg 

(WORK) 

ST 
OR 

ST 

OR 

ion: WESTERN 

ZIPCODE 
97302 

ZIPCODE 

97302 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

135 lb., 5'11" tall, son was riding the kite tube as it was being 
pulled by boat, driven by consumer, at about 20 to 25 miles per 
- cont -

6. DATE 

OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
07/16/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 22 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 

see narrative. 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Sportsstuff 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 8 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
e-bay 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I P Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/15/2006 AGE 1 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 

IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IP NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 

YES 

IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 

USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 

THIS 

REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/17/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670145A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/17/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670145A 
Narrative Continued 
hour, when it suddenly went 25' to 30' up in air, then turned 
sideways. Son was thrown into water. 

Son was transported by ambulance to Stayton Memorial Hospital in 
Stayton, OR, where ER staff, issued son with pain son had 
sustained 2 crushed vertebrae in neck. ER physician. Dr. Charles 
Stringham, referred son to a neurosurgeon for further treatment. 
Son was released same day. 

Consumer scheduled appt. with neurosurgeon. Dr. Jerry Hubbard's, 
office for July 27th. 

07/17/2006 Consumer called and explained incident to 
manufacturer's. rep. (name unknown) who offered to send consumer a 
replacement tube; consumer has not accepted. 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 

â 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDEMT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 
unknown 

3.STREET ADDRESS 4 . C I T Y ST 
NC 

ZIPCODE 
27332 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

4b.INCIDENT CITY ST 
NC 

ZIPCODE 
27332 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT" OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 
165 lb., 5'9" tall, son was riding the kite tube while being 
pulled by boat (speed' unknown) , driven by husband, and was 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
07/05/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX •I5 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tubes 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
KC Marine 
unknown 
Sanford, NC 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 5 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 
2 0.DATE RECEIVED 

07/14/2006 
2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 

myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670136A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

S^^ 



r 
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670136A 

Narrative Continued 
approximately 16' height in air. As the kite tube started to 
come down, the tube -went down on its side, the abruptly 
positioned upright, injuring son's right ankle. 

Consumer, who is a nurse, examined son's injury and conducted Rx 
at home. 

The following day, consumer re-examined son's ankle and noticed 
that this ankle had become swollen. 

Consumer said prior to riding the kite tube, both son and husband 
watched a video instruction, demonstrating proper riding. 

07/06/2006 Consumer took son to Health Pavilion North in 
Fayetteville, NC, where x-rays were performed. Physician 
Assistant (name unknown) determined the bone remained intact. 
PA placed son's right ankle in a temporary cast. Son was 
released same day; Consumer said medical registration rep. (name 
unknown) commented that another patient had come in with similar 
injuries as result of riding kite tube. 

07/13/2006 Consumer took son to visit with orthopedic physician. 
Dr. Bradley Broussard, 4140 Fern Creek Drive, Suite 801, 
Fayetteville, 28314, 910-484-2171, who conducted another x-ray 
and confirmed break to son's ankle. Physician determined surgery 
was not needed and placed another temporary cast. 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 

8^^ 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

i l 

î 

ST 

ST 

i 
ZIPCODE 

ZIPCODE 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Respondent believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

- cont -
6. DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

06/04/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 22Y/F 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
burst L2 L3 vertebrae in back 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

RELATIONSHIP 
daughter 

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 01/01/2006 AGE 5 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
never purchased 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/18/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670151A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/18/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

^ ^ 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670151A 

Narrative Continued 

Daughter was riding on kite tube being pulled by boat (speed 
unknown) when she went up 20' in the ,air. Daughter suddenly fell 
off of kite tube (reason why unknown) and into the water. 
Friends pulled daughter out of the water. Daughter injured her 
neck and experienced a moment of unconsciousness. Daughter 
experienced tingling in her left arm and had difficulty walking. 
Friends took daughter home and explained the incident to 
respondent. 

6/4/2006 Respondent took daughter to Gilbert Hospital in Gilbert, 
AZ where she was examined by physician (name unknown). Physician 
told respondent that daughter had a burst L2 L3 vertebrae in her 
back. . 

7/18/2006 Daughter is now in a body cast. No further information 
was disclosed. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: WOM 

^5g 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

'•'iJiglliiiillll IIIIIII llUiJy 

3 . STREET ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

1 ^^^^''^TlW^TOKW'iWST^Sw 

(WORK) 

ST 
GA 

ST 

GA 

ZIPCODE 
30517 

ZIPCODE 

30517 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR#06-210 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

OF 
I N C I D E N T ( S ) 

07/07/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 21 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken bones in right foot 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
unknown 
RELATIONSHIP 
brother-in-law 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Wego 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 9 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/26/2006 AGE 2 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18. IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
. THIS ' 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/18/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670154A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/18/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

^97 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

_ ^ ^ ^ _ H0670154A 
N a r r a t i v e C o n t i n u e d 

6' t a l l , 180 l b - b ro ther - in - law was r id ing k i t e tube being pu l led 
by boat between 15 to 20 MPH. Brother- in- law was approximately 
30' in the a i r when the wind caused k i t e tube to become uns tab le 
and b r o t h e r - i n - l a w to f a l l in to the water. Brother- in- law f e l l 
on h i s r i g h t s i d e and in jured h i s r i g h t foot . 

Consumer took b ro the r - in - l aw to the ER a t Gainesvi l le Medical 
Hospi ta l in G a i n e s v i l l e , GA where he was examined by physician 
(name unknown) . Physician to ld b ro ther - in - law tha t h i s ' foot was 
broken in f ive d i f ferent p l ace s . Physician put a cas t on 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ' s foot . 

D i s t r i b u t o r P h o n e # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : INTERNET 



_ rage i ot i 

•• • • • C C 
Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Blasius, Dennis R. 

Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2006 4:30 PM . 

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

Subject: Kansas Wego inicdent report 

Attachments: Kansas070106.pdf 

Here's another. Punctured lung. This Is the entire official report. I talked with the investigator, it was indeed a 
Wego. 

Dennis Blasius 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Ph.# 262-650-1216 
Fax # 262-650-1217 
Cell # 202-595-4619 
dblasius(g;cpsc.gov 

7/27/2006 ^S7 
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KATHLiiN- SESELIUS, aCfVEMOH 

Ju]y 26,0006 

Dermis Bl3sirj.s 
Deputy RegiooiU Director 
U.S. Consuia«r Product Safety Commission 
233iSiIvero3il,j«4 
Pewaukee, WI ;i;;072 

Dear Mr. Bkssiris: 

Umak ytm for your ireqtt^t eoncsmJaig a Bbatmg Accident R©port as maintamed by the 
Kansas Departmenl of Wildlife & Parks. IWs tnfeiaiQation is includsjd with ftis cotresipondence. 

We are -eplaled in our actions m supplying information by a series of state lawiS-wMdi 
comprise a coaijcodoer protection act for the state of Kansas. TJje laws sitttply my AM we can not 
provide lists if ftjey will be used to sell to individuals oa tlwt list. Katis.as siaig...tew„,gE3vides ft at 
"No person shall jknowingty sell, give or receive, for the purpose of selling or ofifeong foi $fllg 
any property qj servicg to persons listed therein, aayiist of aames and address^.goaasRed ia or 
dgdy£̂ ..aOT3..piiiblie„ff£g[;̂ 5,»..**, These restrictions also apply to yow use Of aUow«i «se of this 
informatiotL i * ^ K fJ^ 

Thank 3'OMfb.fyoaritapiiy. ^s^C^vv ^ 

Cindy Mvingstoa, Director / ^ ^ )^^ ^ ^ 
Administrative SCTVICCS Division ^ .̂ «.«.?' 

OG: OlsmEeoonlsFlle 
i>r 

Ttm OpcreiionB Office 
S12 S-JE. 25*. Ave., frm, KS 67124-8174 

Phone: 630^2»5?1 J Faxr 520'(m-fmD mvw. fc4*j).«Sfl*aks. as 

^ 0 
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PAGE 83 

RBVIO/DOPG. I a f4 
KDWFNllfMSEB 02-21^2006 

.•RecresiliiMal Boating MiMemf 
}%iilxr rf Skwte- to M i M m t 

Prcparty Paraage (Ei*iraatedl.]| 
V«»se) A . -
Ymsmi B _____ 

IX .Ye? 

JL 
No 
No 

QojfppJete Losi of Vessel? 
PigstppesBERce of Person? 
WicattBg fajwy or DcatK? 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

No 
m 
^ 0 

Total £^ji5iige ^ 

Date ef AcckJaut 
7-1-06 

DaynfWcdt 
Ssturdsy 

Location 
Paigy Point j 

Time of Day 
3-ASfiM, 

Name of Body of Wtter 
MtKbrdlReservoir 

Nettesl City Cff TtTOii 
Juaction Ci^ 

County 
Oeary 

Stete 

ES 
WBftyiiB.B_ 

Weafljer (Chesek atl ^ppUcablo) 

Rain 

Water Cojitfttioss 

X Cfear 
Snow K 

CaJia<Wiive3<fi*> 
aaqfPfit^'ioT) 

Air : 99 F 

Wiwii 

.liglit ( Q-6 mph) 

Mo«to'ate < 7-54 tnph) 

X I Strong (15-25 ;np1i) 
Storm ( Over 25 iffilt) 

VMbsBty 

Pay NffiM 
Good 
F«ir 
Pocf 

•fy f 1 Of AOMBiMr 

C3l«^4n:!$^«>Ma, tf nH»Bl'|i»l «n<!,fmiiKir«|t&|6«n ra<nEe7«C««cinn»i(% 

Fire orEjqjlosica <Pid) 
CctUislcm w/ Vessd 
StnKk ^ h&toc/S^<5e1ketr 

f1(Mjdiflg/Swam|nng LJSWdteg j H i l m d l t i a 
Fire qdf Esplc^aa (Olher) J j Fall Owtfeowd 
ColUsi'tjnwiAFIostaigObj. |^ - jOoHiajga piMbcs4 ( M | 
Stuck StibmcrgcdObj. \ ] Ottier ' 

WHAT CONTBIBOTEDT© ACOO^M" 

SkasrMJslwp 
FsfflinBoai 
StnJcS; by Boa 

ChM& 4tl il»lj«aslt. IfWMWe ita» ciiSi B«tn!Mt dwioss fa, orfe of ccsannaiec. 

Weather , 
.JtnjKopra- Loofeia 
Overldadh^ 

SsiK&ig/Siltingi'eri Gw,««ile. Ifeiw, TtMiisitn 
Rules of ^i^d.'Utctieai 

CaaeJessflRBRkless Qper. 

Fs iwo»Vent 

:E>»es£tve Speed 

itx^avipSThosAg 

BntlFailtife 

.DrogUse 

1 1 L s * of or toproperlto^ I M 0 $ 

vmmt.'A 
Oip#«tQf'3Kiin>e dwnBSr*stllRnge (if (fi^eatfrcroi Opemor's) 

Adiftresŝ  Address 

Sfllaia,KS 67401 
Telepiiong Naoiber Ciqr, Siate, Zip Tclepbcag Namber 

i L 
Operator^slgQB 

BAppeared Nonnal 
AbUi^lrapeired 

Qj^msw's E?cfwrience 
yjftfcr JO hqiszra 
XO to JOO hours 
Over too bmirs 

Instructiffltt ia Boatjug Safety 
Staflse Courac 
USCG Auxiliary 
U.S. Power Sqpiadrtja 
Amencan, Red Cross 

Opcraicjr CsmiMtm 
Had Been Drmking 

j Using I ^ g s 
Oaer 

i facesti I |Bta«l I j l M w I (STFS 
r ]yfo. l^Dod Akchol Test 

I Yes <^i | c typeCs) i « i ifesaltCs) " I " iHBT xJNo 

/ 
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VISSEL-A CQWllMUED 
Citations Isioed: None Violation Ccsir 

JBpstKcwted? 

lUalai(FW& 
No 
Yes 

# of FcrsoBS «n boisr^ Boat MflBffiwftiiw 
StSKWfl : 

Model of Boat RegstcatwistlfeTiber 
2010LX I KA4m-UV 

Ejqpjratiott Dste 
4-25^9 

Docujsimts^ Hi^&cr DocniBBntsii Socit.WiHnB jLocation of Boal Afer A*^^*** 

BWIVroUAUIPiVOJLViaj-
NaoKS A Addnss 

T w < f B » a t 

Cabin MtJfodKat 
.Arorilinry Sail 
Sail (iBi^) 
Roveijoat 
Cacsoc/Kayak 
Personal WatOCTafl 
Pontoon 
Houscbost 
Oihcr-5<pitsnf¥ 

HriU M^oriel 
Wood 
AIosiBmjiii 
Steel 

RtibtKT/Vciyl/CaorvBS 
Rigid Hu31InS<»tgbk 

Bt>^nic 
omboard 
Icbosatl 
fcboard-
Stflmdrivc (i/o) 
AirlKJal 

Pr^ulsion 
Propeller 
Water Jet 
AirTferu!^ 
Msmiid 
Sail 

hhaiiber of Engines 1 Total HoragjowBr: 22S 
Fitc][xJ*5fS''fiiJ« I iDi^KJ T J Electric 
Crattfucdon: Let!g& 20' WMh 9cr TmatMiwi) Hcpih 24'̂  Yr. Built J 9 
Cap TOJtY Plate Infu: tb 1350 Ifo. PcfiiCftS 9 MP. N/A 

PcrtKjjis.̂  FloataHvai 
Devices (FFUs) 

Was bOfit odequBtefy 
ctjuippcd with Coast Guard 
apjHDvcdPFDs? 

Were PFD(5) Bcces?ibJe? 

Were Fire E?tti«Jguishers 

Wert they Usedl 
Yea I | N Q | X 

OpH'gtiqnat Tmwcf Apcidait (check ail aqpypIicjWs) ActHdty at Tinai of Aoaidcant (check jsay cjjpJiciiblig) 
Cniixung 
Chwjgiiig iSpccd 
Driftisg 
ir<rt«TOf Awrtier BOB* 

Beifsg Towed 
Howiaf!F{d«Stag 

Sniliiig 

Dw3tJngA.f]nidi?cJi3«g 
At Anchor 
Tied to Dock/McKsred 
0&a--4ped& 

^timatedSpcal: F l N o a e 

Fishing 

T-csomament 
Swiitimins^iving 

xlWatt? Sfcfing/Tubingî ect 
^ ^ RacHiE 
r i U n d e r l O n g ; ! ! f l 10-20 fflph [7|2l-4l>iaph 

Wlutew;*a- Spcarts 
FmMaQ 
Startiĵ EBî ifflB 
CffliuiissdiaJ A^ivity 
OtfeaVspcdly 

f |ower4QHg>fe 

VESSEL-B 
Ojpenpto's f^ome 

Addn^s 

Owner's Name (tf dflHsrss* fitsn Op«rt!tor's) 

Address 

C%j State, a p TElgpfacitjg Napibgr City, Stale, Zip l^ispixs^ IJBittwar 

O^^im'sDOB. A ^ 

Oomitarfm^x,.., 

3 A&ajJyfepiired 

Sex 

jMa ie 
JFaawJe 

OpcreUnr's Ejqjeriecce 
IMerlOjhtofir; 
ton? JOOlwHTS 
Over 1€0 hows 

Iflstniction ia Boatiflfi Sa&iQr 
State Coarse 
USCG/̂ iDBljfflry 
U.S. Pcfwer Squadron 
Asfierkwi BedCnKiit 
N«3C 

OperattgOcmcKMon 
IMBemDiMdng 
tj£abEi.gDftlg3 
Ottier 

jBbodAledwilTeijt 
Yb5gA(yi)e{>}ai«ireMt(B^ Q F B T Q a s B a i LfBtood 1 J W W E L | S lFS No 

CUations bsoed: Vtolsifoifli Code; 

No 
Yes 

# ofF«9GQ3 oa tioasd 
# of Bsraoo feeaig towed 

i.i..i j.ii.ii Li.f..w.'pa.jHiriMmto»nB-Mjiiiwwiii.iiwiiifi 

Boat Mantifectmer yfg.{CK 

NfodeiefBo^ Megistraliea JimnbGr Esprartidaiaste OociBDeiti£d l̂ tamtier DotafflmaoaadBoatMnnie Coentwfflî fBoat Afltf Aecld«t 

Z-
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tVn8<irBwtt 
C^enli/kterfeoat 
Cd«tt M^oiioat 
Aisdlisjf Sail 
Sait (ortty) 

PeRonsl Watercn^ 
Pojjtoon 
Hwisefeoal • 

Wood 
AltraJfiaB 
S|«e! 

Rjjbbw/Vl^yiC^EVas 
SigidHaiaaflslable 

§2£S» 

btfo^-d 
Intxsard-
Stiandrivo (i/o) 
AirbQat 

Pfoguteiefl 
Pn^cllcr 
Watts-Ja 
Air Thrust 
MonuEi] 
SaU 

Ntunbsr of Engkes TotaJ Horsepow-Er: 

Ctsjstracticw: JUt^jfe Width Transcrai Etepth _____̂  Yr. Baiit ̂  
CepBcijty PJiWi fiKfe; Jto „Î  ,̂̂„ ,Na Per^jus , H.P. 

gwii^fflitt'TliBrfAija^ 

W ^ Jjoat adcqwaicly 
cqifiUJcd iwtlt Ceaat Guarf 
{ypncwsdPFDs? 

Were ppt8)^sab lc? 

Cbangajg Speed 
rWftissg 
TowiKg Airtier Boa* 
BciogTowBd 

SaiJaig 
LmmcUog 
D@£&fflfAlB)lod!dag 
.AtAnelier 
T-ied to iOeeMMoored 

SHESSEt 
KaKic: 

-iiicUYity ĝ  lime isC ArejAaat f d i ^ :•»' UprtkAfa) 

Ftsihing 
Hunljitg 
pTdttcMOitst 

Making FLepsirs 
Water Skjsng'TubiEg/'eGt. 
RacJHg 

10.50 mph n 2) -40 mrfi 

Fnclfflg 
StarilsgEr^c 
Comzaerdai Adivily 
Ofljer-spoii^ 

J™Wg^wph 
l^in&ODe> 

DaaelKlisada 
ALLTNJtraiES 

Addnca*: 737 HucM Clsgfe 
City, State, Zip 
DOB: 5-17^5 

Sslkm.KS 67401 I%oneMtas#cn 7S5-82S-!§S(J 

Age 21 Nataretrf'lnfiriy: fimctured/iSruiged Umg j 
Medical TreBtgi^^yoedPirst Aid (by s Pfepactaa)? fxlYes {. | No Admitted to Hog>ttM7 f x l Y ^ Q ^ ' ^ O ^ ^ " ^ " " ^ ' ^ ^ 
W^tbs^^E*i;a". 
P r e p i i f u ^ Yes m 

Jtamy (tfaKse tlwi tmi-, tmaim: clid.{^JB«riter d' severjly) 

Sprain/Straro Q iN'eck fejiuy | j Biasfe ifljiwy 

Q Psssfflgcr Q SwiiRffie: 
WasPFDWcwn? 

laKCili, Itijtiry 
Shock 

Wat&-sks!S-
Yes Type M 

BM3^Se«C3r) 
IwSBeiMien 
Pj#ac83tieii 

Jim 
BWEB 

%i{nal Isgttty 

HeiclnoKudseMl 

Naiws > . ^ toSS ; ,„ 
Ciw.S^te^^p . ' Vhtme¥wf0!m'-
E>OB: _ _ _ _ _ AgE NatigBtiflBiury. _ _ ^ ' ' 
Medical fi«[tm«M.ag!np(id JJirst Aid. (k^ s Pte^adsa)? n \ S ~ | 3 i ^ ^ o ~ ~ A d S ^ 
WasttieVidjni- r jO&a- rjOpetattor QPa?s«f).gar Qswirajuer J ^ Water-Jdcr 
Pn^iipiy? L J Y « S L J ^ " Was PFD Worn? L ^«* Type_ 
Intoy (if iBore ftan one. maaltcr cbioioss in ardcr of severity) 

^rafni^tnaa 
O&wf 

LJ' 
Ijeadlsiiiiy 
KecklB|njy 

J^po^Wirnia 
BscI: bjiury 

ARipHtS^KHI 

loleTBaf lajusy 
Sfexjfc 

BrolimB6&^9) 

OiMoc3ti<8iE 

!I3:NP 

|̂'"|liiyitgt'wift-&3â __̂ ^̂ l̂  jfegiatt.wah^^tefe^.g^ii' 
m» -...-
B iCCIncfeOiWE) 

AyLFAt 'MIf l l^ 
"I |gto«iti»ieiat 
iJimiiiii* r im iHliiiwumiM 

Aiirggss: 
Ct%f, State, S p 
DCe; 
LegsllDSy: _ 
WirterDeplh _ 

PbOfleMuniber 
S P C VinafeiSAC: 

lElottom Conditioa 
Peraesjs who rceovexcd tbn Ijoiy: 
Me4!»od of recowBry: 

N«rc<«i«» fstssaase: 
PKajomaeed by-

>ntopsy: O Y C Q I T 

[Jilc TOJOS'ej'Bd: Time iKxiVEIBd; 

8-63 
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Was titfi Vidim: 
Death CausiBd fey; 
Prnpeller .IftJMCy? 
A«iti¥ity of Victi.iff. 

Other 

C^r,JtOi-
Otlie!-
Y-&. 
FisMng 

Drownisg 
S'wf.csmfsi-
HypoflissrtBio 

Wrter-sJacr 
Impmii/Trmmia 

Vietim^sPresa". [ TPaMagStiiit { | 

r%$ieri! CasditioW ̂  VIcStriJu 1 [iMfewiwi | tNtrrmal { | [11. 
Other 

HimMfli Qs^Mmmrig QskiuDiiving Q Water SMtog 

[jLightClotlung L J I ttfcgyy ciofltitjg 

I I^MfertihelBiueBce 

VJctim'i SwittaMiflg Abflif; 
PIDWOTR? Q Y S S m 

: Swimmer j J Nofs-SwfitiJffl̂  
Type? 
|%AMAG£ TO ALL BOAIS 

DaxuagetoBeatA. Djmafw Estimate: 
Iiiillid Tjppa£iFofirt# 
testtred: Q Y C S O ^ ' 
Qmxiimyl^wmt 

$0 

!2 

Dffirusge to Boas B. Drarsiige Eaten.ate: 
Sfeds # ef all other daimjie MtiaJ lajpoct Pokit * 

Ctntr^mg 'H ŝse 

•B-clow Water line 
Lower Unit 
WifidsUdd 

Barasd 
Sttak 

fodjorrte Po?lti<BJ5||3 

T<!fwed indivji&iil (W) 
Vessel fw <^|iastor (O) 

FasgengET #• Seated (S), 
<5 StJssd (A) and otber (N) 

Post ACC Rdgtion to Bci.̂  

R - Remains Aboard 
F-Fail 
E - Ejected over board 
L - Lcawes Bost Voltmtarily 
T - If apped in Ovenuraed Boat 

BelKrw- WaJer .Line 
LoeserUnit 
Wiidisiejd 

Bumed 
SsHik 

Describe Danaige: 
None 

Pescrilie Daaxase; 

WrrWES^BS O T H E R IHANOCCSfPATfrS 

Hanac: 
Names _ 
Naroe: 

_Addrt.-s?_ 
^Address; 
_Ad&«^_ 
Addtas: 

^Tds^boae; 
^Teleplose; 
_Tetefjbsne: 
Tetepfeanc; 

mrnmmATt&pi smmcm 
Olfeer lavcsfigattng AgiWtiesr jCMcr A®ew.ie« Rendering Asdtgmt^: 

AttACBMfmfCa 

BNatiatire ' FTDia^^miofAcStoi } iPMcjgraphs rjEAClRcporte F 1 Corem^'s St^>^ 
MedfelRqjoJte 0Oai«ra: WflEesaStatmiaias ^___ , 

lovesfifsdon Puqisied bj': 
LfflsceiRfasfett NROI 

•3WBwy Ciw« ofA«ad«i 
Syef/TWbi.ajBiiisNp 

Date 
7-3-06 

SexifidE»? Cause <«f Acfî knit 

Agasty 
KB!)9a3 Dj^afmtm of WOdliife md Pal® 

Cau3i»ba^an: 
J |tovestig»S«i [x feyest A (^jg.Report Oftrt-

'W^FWlxfi -̂ -x tf̂ L mmmm 
RsNewedByi 

. ^ 4 / ; ^ 
A^sBOf 

y 
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:. ' : i^-i\ 

>7'^-BM 

. .-p,.„V^3lSiVl*.,-»» ^ 

,:asy.--l. 

;^^:i3i>,. _ - _ _ _ 

.iMAA0^:. •te:ws,bA»..„...t&. U j U l t t«.t. . . -(C h*L, . ~!s<JQiL., . 1 * . £ * ^ _ » . J U * C . < . 

U-PSujb^f.—4«jj__.>«J&S......„^.tA,,t:--""*J^!Hfi^ ...tvSL... .^frcvc t : i r i—«.WwJ:_„<S-ai-„ . . „ 

C ^ ^ * % ^ „ . ^ s r . . j i . t -ufeJl^L 4.i!!-*r^^ - I tae fS . . fe ia««^ . . .a .*^<; f . „+J-6. . .™.^ jMJaA. ,_ i_ i ; .^4^. , . .— „ 

.il,pltVy»l<),..._c.*A.d..,..i-.,.Cl*s*«.„*l^ Cyuf f,*4.itMd...h.tJk.i-..-Hi...JiJi::fi..to.&s.i-,'. 

i l | r t«- i i©«*^ .k»-.-,.tf»lfllA'^.-,.-. ^ ' ' * '«*^ tAS.l-a.if J t t j ^ ., jSi£^^Mjii«j^^ cn.,̂ .B>*sW5',*.*.n, 

i;j;Jb*ii.O^. . ^ c rv ,j,.o,i«<:l.. ^.^I^trw . . b W ^ . « T ^ , « , .,.w<^ use*!*.* -HS /',4ffl, i*<cr/«ft . ^o 

• ' / * • 

j t 
J J 

il -
j i 

t-

t • 
hi 

i-
7'-

i^...l^^g I.:"i-<^.t 

(^^^5-

http://tAS.l-a.if
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ACOPENT P-KS-CBIFTION 

DESCRIBE WHAT ilAFRiNED {Scqiisasc of ctiate. Incliidc Failure of EquipoKml^ptlotai^Tnlc and trfher vidatinns. Cc!ntinuc<a 
edd}ti<ai9l ̂ luJcts if rseotsssoy. bidudc suR^nnadon rejEaidisg the involvement <rfalcohd and/or drugs in causing or wsatribvtinf lo to 
accident Include soy descriptive Hrfrarmatioa about the use of PFD's. 

Tbe wrtmcsscs stated tfiat t^c -v-ictim 0tKKKKSi^y "^^ ^ n g to^-ed b^ii;d tli.? boai tm a .kite tube, ̂ ^.en the tube va&i aMjpkttiJl 
cc it osug^t SOBM air aod *iaal ^P3»t>xiir>atcly 10-20 fis:! in the air. Tlie tube ibcsiflipfKd over causicg fee viiSiffllo fall d f a c d t o 
water head first, ktjixiiijg bim tmoocaaoas. Hic victiss w ^ Ijiag jn (he water f&ee dowa but stili flostkg&jctohjs Type OT PFD fbat 
he was wesinir, wbcn the bots. mmed iomtod U) pick Mm up. Jvfo p^tsscsgcrs in tbe boiit, ̂ M^lMtt^liMMHMIIliKde jus ted into tbe 
water andpuHedthc-victtinirrlo the boat. The bosS then ti'̂ wspofted tbe vicUxfl I* the Ri:i5b Creek MarirHJ wljere tbey c^^ aod the 
victim W'aS transported by ffi,"alJufe»joc tti the Geary Ctmttmaaty Hospital. The victitri was mtrntttctl to tbe ho.<tpitiii anri WJW mn rcte^ited 
unto the ood d^. Tbe ntdia reOeiv«! s. punftunEd/bruised btag txan the acddcni. 

The victim s ta t^ tl».t 1» wis riding tia: kite tube when it cifagjn B gust of wind and went \sp into the air. He said that he waa not able 
to hsaag onto the tube EEd:5:lloff. Ke stated tfmt be did not ronicaibcr^.ythii3® from djctitnehc^ftdJ cffcf the tube giuil he was back tn 
the best s(id Ihey iwê e ^it^id;^ to tlie ntariniL 



0 7 / 2 6 / 2 8 8 6 i 2 ; 81 62B672e|^'''' 

REPORTINO OfFICBR,,, 
ommmB-EB. 
VmSiL'"'LJ"A**|^r <-C)r̂  OR«) 

KKJP LAW EXFQRCEKr " 
S U P P L E M E N T A L ^•-

, _ _ ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ PATE 
KDWPHIJMBES 

PACE 87 

.KEY. mm 
OTHER AGENCY M.MBER 

AtJ ,®IJ l f lUiS 
Adt&BSs; 

• Phope Nianbex: 
Mams; 

^ ^ ' Stafe.^'P. 
POB: A ^ : Nature dtlt^rury: . ___^ 
Jfelical Trcfftnicnt^erKlf «54 m ^ affiysiriaBJ? '̂ Q Y ^ Q k o ^ Adroiaed to H i a t a l ? ["1"^^^ I ll^P |r'|Uttta^qwn 
WdSsbcVictilro: ' " ^ 
PropInjtflY? 

^^^i^ D ^ ' ^ * " " • r iPiaggEngr Qs« imf i t e f Q Water-skier 
YfS t j N o WasPEDWcxrt? • Tji3e__ ^ • N £ 

iflptfy (jf niOTB thsa ons, ijwxtocr choiocs ta a?i3er i^ssvf^jfy); 
Cdsitusekfn 
SprsniSfrain 
Other 
Injury csnjscd by: 

BHead Injury | ^ Ifypertfiqtmia __ 
•Neek Injuiy [ jBack l ip iTy 

AxBptitatioti 
IfltonjsJ fcjuiy 

Broken BOUK (3) .l^ur.ns 

Lcjjo-ation 

Dislocalitta 
Spinal Ttapny 
BlectraoiSiai 

f ' l&npaawi t i tbo^ f ,,,ltopact"''^irfiCTii^ag^^'T ilinp»ctwiia.fi»ddBect [ ^ j - a ^ b y t e T " " ^ 

VISSEI, C J A 0 ' » " " fCirele Oa«) 
Name: _AAipess; 

Phone Niffobcr; City.. State. Zip: 
POB: ,AgB:_̂ ,,,̂ _. , ,̂  Nst«re of liyiry: 
Medieal TtBatwj^ BevOTdFasJ AM fc- 8 Pbywrfwi)? P I Y ^ ' O ^ AdgiSTtoifo^ite!? F I Y W T I N O {'"""lURtewwa' 

WasAe; Yictim; - D o t a t a r Q o p o a t f i ^ • P s s s a i f W Q s w k i B i s r [j|Waira'~*i«f 

fcjuiy (if mswe tbwt mx, oimbaf dsoiiSfe in csrdcr of sewEjity); 
L CtjntisFisim p i . t t s ad InjtHy plHyperf temaa 
*~'%iai/Stra3n [ j : f fek.fatwy [jBMa:[cfiify L l 

0 * 3 -

AmpOsMsm _ BwheriBanBi^} _____ Bisnos 
tocraaJ fajtjcy 
Shock DislOMtiofi ElectrocstiTO 

frijwy caused by; 1 " " | tepad wift b a s l T H fap^ •wfth floslfeg <^oel tl .fatpaet mm Ssssd ̂ e s t ' T " l Sswk % bort 

Addtici^ 

.SSESsfeL 

VESSE.I. C j A ' " 1 0 i ~ f « « * 0 - « « ^ 

CJgr, stata, Zig: ~ I I I I » -

WastbeFiiArr F l O B i g - f lopewi ie f i~]Pas»i^£T Os^niininor [jWsftcf-ider 
PtqpInjury? [ j Y c s Q M O WmrWDWcm? f l Type • « < ? 
irotoy (if rarare than or», atnnbar EfeoMses in 1 

^^Cwrtwira riHeadl ' jf iwj ' 
_ Spsin/Steii* LJMeclfliaiwy 

r <3 ^eventt?^; Am n̂attsfeon 
iHsTperftearrRia 
jBack felury 

TfrtejTwl bijwy 
Sboek d 

aKfaiiBonc{s) 
LiKjersSoB 
DIsloesto) 

Spinal InJuiy 

"^lmlmyGmm^.^n FlJtepaetsaittboat \^'j^smtA-viii^flfmmg^isa Qleriimtwiaifimi')^#E« |'' '1$firede%bott" 1 

Name: 

c%: 

" • F T c f t e f e l t e e l 

DOB: 
. ^ E . 

.%«:. ^HstiBe-of&pHy: 

A-ŝ ifress; 
PhmieUumiwr. 

L»WB: A ^ pmwm -ot apay: _ _ , , ^ 

Mafeeal Treabaail B€5«4.P.iiirt J ^ tty a I^g^t^an)? t j Y s j L J N O A d m i a r f t o B i ^ M ? O"^®* L J ^ » • U a t o O T m 
WaftteViednE Q o i l w r j o p e s i a - nPass f f lgcr • S W M W W [ j W a t e r - ^ e r . 
Pespl'fwyt O Y S U I * WasPFDWcra?^ F ] Tfpe ^ ^ ̂  Q - ^ J L , 
M a y (if msTC ftas OT^C^ maftor -dhoices ta. raEder of severity); ^ ' ^ 

Cwmsfoa p l t t i a d f a j g y riHypgrtbennia 
l^wwaaralB. LJK«*ito|sify [j lBacicfajwy 
CMter 

AmputatJOQ 
fciianal jĵ THy 
Shock 

j»tta(,S09BB(s) 

ytj.«t..-^u...iiit.-^--. E&«roc3iil%i. 

^^U l fW 

^ 7 
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Addreii 
mmHMM 

iM^TMiî mA Location 
fbxm 

% the iiaiief asgiied, having Ijoowleilge pf aa liEicid^ wtikh ik^ Mmsm 
Bepajftsofiit ttf \i* l̂dilf* & ̂ srioi-h investif AiiJg, do hereby state the following: 

^ •,wr^V 
'}T\0^ oue/ ne..;,. S^K -̂̂ Ĵ ^ 

! n- 4^ l a b l ^ 

S]7\o\ 
£̂ m Kimf, ty\}:̂ ..,,.>o4! Vte \/^fy he ^̂ m( 

'̂ ^mAJMjm Ĵ̂ L 

9^^r 
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tiroeJ^^O 

Sex F DOBoS-^-tS 

Mar, Location 

I, tbe aalars%B^ having koowledge of an moMmA, wWehiiffi Maosas 
D^prtmeiit nf Wibliife ̂  tferlis is mvest||lE{m|i do li^reiy statt the M»wmg: 

> 
^th!£^.Ni^a^ \y%,:Vr^s_Jgca^.. .fijilKnc^. Os -HAkX Hil iV i ' ^ l t t l 

.\î p̂v.Vy wad ^ygv c>.-n(̂  vjj(̂ < v^f>fv:^Ho^v- nawac. t^nn 

sorw-V. \V€ a?Qi.<; -^^<n•x^-^v^?r^aW.,'og^ 

Sl®nsi r&saw^.. 
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?;:-'5s;=:t3s: .-ji-.^i^S 
"E^-f^-tfTC*-^* 

i.-TJ^ff:^m£.Tit^'^''- ••- ••.••-.' 
fS-*133S5^r?' -' '^i^iSi"-?"* TP-vlSr- PB-'tfy':-/'""- "if 

^itniaSSeiSiHi . ... 
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, (* / * I.;'?-'rfa>ir,ii.-i<>-r 

1̂ ?--: '7--^,. . ^*^^^ '^ ' " 

Mr" 

r ! KOyP LAW ENFORCED' PAGE 12 

,..> ,„«.._<.;... . „ - , 

| | a Y \ L _ J , . A a 5 i S ^ d ^ Q S ^ ^ ^ . .....Qjfdl:.: . 3 M i f c ^ _ l ^ i « f e ^ . _ f e ^ ^ 4 ^ 

|i^\.^-A^_i:^^3u=4r---=^^. ,JQx^—Msr^??..,*,.-,.pij! ,(^ChA.A2i.iL 5-s-^ ™... 

JiScul\si.c.„..,4^ ,.-.|Lc^^. , i'-f-l 
1] .^I.^Nj'^: V^p !O^J^_ . 

.,\->4 . ..i.iii^rsnr.. £ to '^V^ 

M 
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7zi-7':-;7i 7/:^^''7\.^^''"7 /CMirfuI^'W '"/t&̂ Mi'i f .. ^ "^^f^ 

I. HPIHJiiiimii.-^ .̂ Age S7I ,Sa. -p 
Omi^mmith^i^'^hc Ttxk . Aiftlms 7B1 MtA^/xLtAj • do hereby 

QJWcti^cr 

g staiesaent of nq? own free wiB »pd st^ord cafle«rti»g ^ 
_^^lnlcfi (MicniTed on tlic /sif' d ^ of J i ^ J ^ ^ 2 0 ^ ^ 1 

7^7h^^,^4 X -
f ^ Q/•>: , ( 

>Mafe:r..,̂ !̂:d!. 
j fe£c,,,,Ji^ 

^ 2 ^ ^ ^ / 
'W'-OL-C.. 

( U M i ^ ^ ^ ,,,i^,p2,Lz^ 

l A i ^ 

15^7 ¥=4 

——y 

^ 
Pitsittt giving v&Itititmixi^^l^^^^^t: 

Si|3*«di ,£i;S Pateflrams y < . A . . * /*^ 7 ^ < U p O j ^ 

WltI!ESSJ_ 

tMvmtx 

lAfldfresst 

Ilcp9rt/Case#, 

^ ^ 
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.C4sL-C---_-^iC,nf2£C. . oJ lc ;̂;̂ ^Eaia-.; Qy^^ 4 - ^ . . "fcj>u? Cx^a-g__ 

.4-
i 
! 
I 

,.i.|^jswjC,/jj^.„..,.=G-^. U ^ K . . . ^ c u J s & A h ^ ^ >^-9t:.....flk.cjdJ^m ĵ̂  ^-Q-s/:.,.feA.-.._ 

i ; 

ir 

Hi . 
• J , 

; i ' 

<^^3 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

. .NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 
unknown 

; . STREET ADDRESS 4 . C I T Y ST ZIPCODE 

t a . EMAIL ADDRESS 
unknown 

4b.INCIDENT CITY 
Powhatan 

ZIPCODE 

; . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

iespondent, who is an ER physician for the Riverside Tappahannock 
Hospital in Tappahannock VA, called to report victim who visited 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

[NCIDENT (S) 
07/01/2006 

. I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 16 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative. 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
patient 

3 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Kite Tube 

L l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
unknown 

ISSUE 42 
unknown 

07/20/2006 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 07/01/2006 AGE 1 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
no 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
victim 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/19/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670172A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/19/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670172A 

STaarrative Continued 

hospital after falling off the the kite tube. 

Respondent said, per victim's father's description, victim was 
riding the kite tube as it was being pulled by a boat, driven by 
father, when suddenly a gust of wind came by and flipped the kite 
tu.be. Victim was thrown.into water where he became unconscious. 
Father jumped into water and pulled victim into boat; victim 
regained consciousness. 

Father took victim to Tappahannock Hospital in Tappahannock VA, 
whiere respondent's colleague, physician Dr. James Dudley, treated 
victim, who complained of pain to right chest and abdomen side, 
face and difficulty breathing. Physician diagnosed victim with 
near drowning, right pulmonary contusion. Victim was. admitted 
and CAT scan was performed. Physician determined victim 
sustained subcapuslar liver laceration and subcapuslar spleen 
laceration. Victim was discharged the following morning. 

07/03/2006 Victim returned to Tappahanock Hospital in Tappahannock 
VA, where he was seen by respondent for coughing up blood,•and 
worsening shortness of breath. At that point, chest x-ray showed 
worsening pulmonary contusion. Victim was transferred to Medical 
College of Virginia in Richmond, VA, where he was admitted. Per 
respondent's knowledge, victim required a chest tube to right 
side. No.further information. 

Respondent suspects victim is recovering. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 

^ / 7 ^ 

http://tu.be


•r 
CONSUaER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPOIJDENT 

3 . STREET ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T 

(HOME) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
•riS&&Mhfimm\mn •"' '" ''"™'*iHIIIW!il|.""""""' 

ST ZIPCODE 

ST ZIPCODE 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 
Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR# 06-210. 

cont 
6 . DATE 

OF 
I N C I D E N T ( S ) 

06/17/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 53 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
D E S C R I B E : 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 16 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
no 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
discarded 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0.DATE RECEIVED 
07/14/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670126A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

26 .ENDORSER•S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

?^6 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670126A 
Narrative Continued 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

(Height and weight unknown) Consumer was on kite tube being pulled 
by a boat gaiiig approximately 25-30 MPH. Consumer was 
approximately 10' in the air when a gust of wind caused consumer 
to fall into the water head first. Consumer experienced pain to 
his right shoulder and right ear. 

6/20/2006 Consumer went to Dayton Head and Neck Surgeons Clinic 
(location unlcnown) where he was examined and treated by physician 
Wolfgang Dietz for a ruptured right eardrum. 

6/27/2006 Consumer went to orthopedist John Lochner (location 
unknown) where he was examined for a torn right shoulder rotator 
cup. Consumer was also examined for a torn right shoulder 
tendon. 

7/2006 Consumer went to clinic (name unknown) where physician 
(name unknown) performed surgery to repair his shoulder. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source : INTERNET 

p/n 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 
11115 Garrett Drive ,,; 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 

4 . C I T Y ST ZIPCODE 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY ST ZIPCODE 

• '^^^^^^^f lWHte.— 
5 .DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 
170 lb., 5'Ll" tall, husband was riding the kite tube while being 
pulled by boat (driven by nephew) at about 30 miles per hour, 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

I N C I D E N T ( S ) 
07/06/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 37 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
e-bay 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 2 W 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 
20 .DATE RECEIVED 

07/14/2006 
2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 

myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670134A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
• 3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

^rr7 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670134A 
Narrative Continued 

when suddenly t'he kite tube elevated approximately 25' to 30' 
into the air. Nephew, who was operating the boat, noticed that 
the kite tube had gotten abnormally high and proceeded to reduce 
the boat's spee<l (speed unknown). As the kite tube started to 
come down, consumer's left foot hit the tube. The tube then 
flipped over, throwing consumer into the water. 

Wife took consum-̂ er to Cookeville Regional Medical Center in 
Cookeville, TN -vjhere ER staff sent consumer for x-rays. ER 
physician. Dr. -xJohns examined x-ray and determined consumer had 
sustained a bi-maleolar fracture, requiring surgical 
intervention. Er.. Roberts performed surgery where he inserted 
pins and a plate into consumer's left ankle. 
Consumer was kept overnight and discharged the following day. 
Consumer said EĴ  physician," Dr. Johns, mentioned that this is her 
3rd patient she has treated as result of kite tube. 

Consumer is concerned the kite tube presents serious injury 
hazard. 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 

^ ^ ? 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l . N A M E OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 

4-ci;pf ST 
Ml 

ZIPCODE 
48609 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY ST ZIPCODE 
Ml 48609 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Kite 'tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210. 

- cont -
6 . DATE 

O F 
INCIDENT (S) 

06/24/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 20 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
broken left eardrum 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kitetube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
unknown 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Spicer's Boat City Marina 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 23 D 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19 .MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
T H I S 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/14/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670130A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



r 
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670130A 

Narratiive Continued 

5'9" tall, 1851b. son was on kite tube being pulled by a boat 
(speed, unknown). Son was approximately 16' in the air when kite 
tube tipped sideways causing him to fall into the water. Son 
injured his left ear. 

6/24/20 06 Son went to Mercy Hospital in Grayling, MI where he was 
, examined and treated by physician (name unknown) for a broken 
left eardrum. Physician told son that his ear will heal on its 
own in a couple of weeks. 

7/2006 Son experienced an ear infection in his left ear. 

7/1/200 6 Victim (daughter's friend) was riding kite tube (height 
unknown) being pulled by a boat (speed unknown) when her left 
knee became stuck in kite tube before she struck the water. 
Victim injured her left leg. 

7/2006 Victim went to hospital (name unknown) where she was 
examined and treated by physician (name unknown). Physician told 
victim that her left leg was fractured above knee and below knee. 

7/2006 Daughter visited the manufacturer's web site to obtain 
instructions on how to return kite tube. 

V i c t # Sex Age Name 

2 F 26Y not given 

V i c t # 

R e l a t i o n s h i p 

victim 

V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 two fractures in left leg 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : INTERNET 

^ 
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS „ 
"•'-'•'"^a*iif»'-

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 

4.CITY 

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury. 

- cont -
6. DATE 

OF 
INCIDENT(S) 

07/08/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 13 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
severe headache 

8 . I F VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 2 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown - 0 7 / 1 7 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# 53-5000, DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Waterriders.com Premier Pool and Spa 
unknown 
unknown 
952-368-6070 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
D E S C R I B E : 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 06/14/2006 AGE 1 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
Do not fly higher than you're willing to fall. 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
with consumer 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0.DATE RECEIVED 
07/13/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
emj/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670123A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
emj 07/14/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 

5^2. 



C . - C 
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670123A 

Narrative Continued 
5'5" tall, 1401b. 16 year old son was on kite tube being pulled by 
a boat going approximately 15-18 MPH. Son was approximately 
10-12' in the air when a gust of wind caused kite tube to become 
unstable. Son and kite tube began fluttering from right to left 
vigorously. Son fell into the water on his right side causing a 
bruise on his right thigh. 16 year old son also experienced 
soreness to his chest area and torso. Rx at home. 

5'6" tall, 2001b. 13 year old son was on kite tube being pulled by 
boat going, approximately 17-2 0 MPH. Youngest son was tubing on 
the water when a gust of wind caused him to fly approximately 4' 
up in the air. Son flipped down into the water. Son experienced 
severe headache. Rx at home. 

7/9/2006 5'5", 155 lb consumer was on kite tube being pulled by a 
boat going approximately 12-14 MPH. Consumer was approximately 
10' in the air when the boat turned causing kite tube to become 
unstable and consumer to fall into the water. The impact of the 
water caused consumer to experience pain to her left shoulder and 
left side of her face. Rx at home. Consumer discontinued use of 
kite tube. 

7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the 
incident to rep., (name unknown). Rep., offered consumer 
packages of other manufacturer products to equal the value of the 
kite tube. Consumer declined offer. Consumer requested a 
refund. Rep., told consumer that there was nothing else they 
could do. Rep., also told consumer that if she wants her money 
back she would have to contact the dealer where she purchased the 
piroduct. 

7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the dealer and explained the incident 
to rep., (name unknown). Rep., offered consumer other products 
and told her that they were not offering refunds. 

V i c t # Sex Age Name R e l a t i o n s h i p 

2 M 16Y not given son 

3 F 45Y self self 

V i c t # V i c t i m I n j u r y D e s c r i p t i o n 

2 pain to torso/ribcage; bruise on right leg 

3 pain to left shoulder and left side of face 

D i s t r i b u t o r Phone # : 

CPSC S o u r c e : INTERNET 

3 
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^ CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l . N A M E OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK) 
unknown 

4 . C I T Y ST ,ZIPCODE 
47802 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE 

47802 

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

170 lb., 6' tall, son was riding the kite tube while being pulled 
by a jet ski, at about 3 0 to 3 5 miles per hour. Per son's 
- cont -

6 . DATE 
OF 

INCIDENT(S) 
06/01/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 17 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
see narrative 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
not given 
RELATIONSHIP 
son 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
water kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportstuff Inc. 
unknown I S S U E 4 1 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# unknown DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Cope Marine 
unknown 
O'fallon, IL 
618-632-6353 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 02/11/2006 AGE 4 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 

IF SO, NOTE: 
"adult supervision" 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 

YES 

IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 

USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 

THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

20 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/13/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670119A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/13/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670119A 

Nar-rative Continued 
description, the tube was lifted approximately 9 to 15' in the 
aiir, where it became inverted, slamming him onto the water. Son 
was taken to shore. After returning home, son started .coughing 
up blood with, severe back pain. 

(same day) Consumer took scin Union Hospital in Terre Haute, IN, 
where a CT scan and an MRI was performed. Physician reviewed and 
son had sustained a mild concussion, bruising to lung, bruising 
to spleen and a possible fracture to T8 vertebra, which was later 
ruied out. Physician issued son with pain medication. Consumer 
was kept for 2 nights and was later discharged. Per physician, 
ad-M"ised son 3 months of no contact sports. 

Consumer f e e l s 

D i s t r i b u t o r 
t h e w a t e r tube 

Phone # : 

p r e s e n t s a s e r i o u s i n j u r y h a z a r d . 

CPSC S o u r c e : DIRECTORY 

m 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

l .NAME OF RESPONDENT 

3 . S T R E E T ADDRESS 

4 a . E M A I L ADDRESS 
unknown 

2.PHONE NO. 
liiilMlwiiiiBliliii 

4 . C I T Y 
iiiiiiifflfMllBiBiilfti 

4 b . INCIDENT 

(HOME) 

CITY 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
FL 

ST 

FL 

ZIPCODE 
33556 

ZIPCODE 

33556 

5 . D E S C R I B E INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON I N J U R I E S 

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard. 

- cont -
5 . DATE 

OF 
I N C I D E N T ( S ) 

05/14/2006 

7 . I F INJURY OR^NEAR M I S S , OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 50Y/F 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 
floater to right eye 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 

self 
RELATIONSHIP 
self 

9 . D E S C R I P T I O N OF PRODUCT 
kite tube 

lO.BRAND NAME 
Wego Kite Tube 

l l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 3 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 0 7 / 2 6 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
M# 12063 DOM unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
Overtons (internet purchase) 
unknown 
Greenville, NC 
unknown 

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? YES 
I F YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? AFTER 
DESCRIBE: 
damage: see narrative. 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 03/11/2006 AGE 2 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 
IF SO, NOTE: 
unknown 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? YES 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
NO 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 
discarded 

19.MAY WE 
USE YOUR 
NAME WITH 
THIS 
REPORT? 
YES 

2 0 .DATE RECEIVED 
07/25/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
myg/HL 

23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670234A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
3200 

2 6 . E N D O R S E R ' S NAME & T I T L E 
myg 07/25/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN 

H0670234A 

Narrative Continued 
113 lb., 5'l-2" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube on lake, 
while being towed by boat (speed unknown), driven by husband, who 
is a physician. As consumer was riding the kite tube, she 
suspects a gust of wind came through, lifting her and the kite 
tube approximately 20' high into air, which then plummeted into 
the water. Consumer said impact of water was to right side of 
her face. Consumer felt numbness to face, with light headache 
for the day. 

Shortly after incident (within one or 2 days), in morning, 
consumer noticed a floater in her right eye. 

05/15/2006 Consumer visited with ophthalmologist, Raymond Sever, 
for the Florida Eye Center in Tampa, FL, who examined consumer's 
eye and confirmed consumer she had sustained a floater in her 
right eye. Ophthalmologist indicated that the floater may be 
permanent. 

Consumer poked a hole in kite tube to prevent further usage and 
discarded. 

7/2006 Consumer became aware of CAP for NR# 06-210. 

7/24/2006 Consumer called mfr. and explained incident to rep. 
(name unknown) who said due to consumer no longer having 
possession of the kite tube, she will need a "receipt of 
purchase" to receive a replacement. 

Distributor Phone #i 

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY 

7 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT 

.NAME OF RESPONDENT 

.STREET ADDRESS 

a . E M A I L ADDRESS 

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) 

4 . C I T Y 

4 b . I N C I D E N T CITY 

(WORK) 
unknown 

ST 
TX 

ST 

TX 

Reg ion: WESTERN 

ZIPCODE 
75070 

ZIPCODE 

75070 

.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES 

'he 76" tall, 190 lb., consumer was traveling at speed of about 25 
miles per hour when he hit a gust of wind and became airborne. 
- cont -

6. DATE 

OF 

INCIDENT (S) 
05/29/2006 

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 
AGE/SEX 38 Y/M 
AND DESCRIBE INJURY 

dislocation to the 4th tarsal in the left foot 

8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM 
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME 
self 
RELATIONSHIP 

self 

?.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 

inflaced rubber tube used in water 
lO.BRAND NAME 

Wegi Kite Tube 

L l . M F R / D I S T R I B U T O R NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 
Sportsstuff 
unknown I S S U E 4 3 
unknown 
866-831-5524 
unknown 0 7 / 2 7 / 2 0 0 6 

12.MODEL, SERIAL # ' s , DATE OF MFR 
unknown 

1 3 . D E A L E R ' S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 
on-line retailer 
unknown 
unknown 
unknown 

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 
OR MODIFIED? NO 
I F Y E S , BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
INCIDENT? 
DESCRIBE: 

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW 
DATE PURCHASED 05/25/2006 AGE 2 M 

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS? 

IF SO, NOTE: 
None pertaining to the problem. 

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 
MANUFACTURER? NO 
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM? 
yes 

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 
YES 
IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION 

19.MAY WE 

USE YOUR 

NAME WITH 

THIS 
REPORT? 
NO 

2 0 . D A T E RECEIVED 
07/25/2006 

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE 

2 1 . R E C E I V E D BY (NAME & OFFICE) 
mlj/HL 

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 

2 5 . D I S T R I B U T I O N 

22.DOCUMENT NO. 
H0670241A 

24.PRODUCT CODE(S) 
1124 

26 .ENDORSER 'S NAME & T I T L E 
mlj 07/26/2006 

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029 



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN 

H0670241A 

, 'Jarrative- Contdnued 
While in the air , the consumer and the inflated tube turned a 
complete 360 degxees (once) and the consumer landed upright on 
the tube. The consumer estimates that he hit the water at about 
20 miles per hour. The consumer landed on the tube, but his foot 
was wedge betweexi the tube and himself. In the process of 
getting on the boat after the incident, the consumer noticed that 
his left foot looked abnormal. 

The consumer was taken to E-Care/Urgent Care ER, 2810 Harden Blvd, 
McKinney, TX. The consumer did nof need surgery, but a surgeon 
examined his left foot. X-rays were taken, a black book was 
placed on the co-Jisumer's foot to stabilize it and he was given 
crutches. The surgeon referred the consumer to an Orthopedic 
Surgeon. 

The following day, the consumer saw an Orthopedic Surgeon, who 
deadened the consumer's left foot and popped the bone back into 
place. The consumer also suffered some ligament damage. X-rays 
were taken and they showed that the bones were back in place, 
where they, were suppose to be. Pain killers were prescribed and 
the consumer had to. wear the boot for several days after the 
procedure. 

The consumer plans to contact the manufacturer to inform them of 
this incident. i 

Distributor Phone #: 

CPSC Source: CO 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 

INCIDENT REPORT 

The 42-year-old victim had been water skiing, tubing and boating for over 10 years. He 
was a water enthusiast and interested in the latest water recreational products on the 
market but was not a high risk taker. 

In January, 2006, the victim and his 44-year-old male friend went with their wives to an 
area boat show. At the show, they saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet 
in diameter. The friend stated that until now they had been on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. They viewed a video tape ofthe kite tube which showed it in the air about five 
to ten feet off the water while it was being towed by the boat. They talked with the sales 
representative who stated that you only have to go 26 mph to get the kite tube to lift off 
the water. The victim thought the kite tube looked like fim and easy to do. Based on the 
video, the victim decided to order one to use in the upcoming summer. He purchased it 
for about $460 at the boat show discount and it was shipped to him by the end of May, 
2006. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture ofthis kite tube. 
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On June 23, 2006, the victim went on vacation with the same friend who had been at the 
boat show with him as well as another fiiend who was 45-years-old along with all of their 
families. They stayed at a resort on a lake so that they could fish, ski and go tubing. The 
victim brought the kite tube along with him as well as the new 60 foot tow rope which 
came with it. The victim told his fiiends that he viewed the kite tube video and read the 
product literature prior to leaving home. His fiiends asked if the victim had brought the 
video along as they, wanted to see it, but the victim had left all ofthe product literature at 
home. 

On June 24*, the victim and his two fiiends decided to try the kite tube out for the first 
time. As the two fiiends were blowing up the kite tube with a compressor, they read the 
wamings printed on the tube. They attached the tow rope to the back of the boat and 
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towed the kite tube behind the victim's boat. The victim and his two friends rode the kite 
tube separately wearing life jackets. They stood or knelt in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the kite tube. None of them had any prior experience with this size of 
tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tube. While one was 
tubing the other two were in the boat driving and spotting. As they took off, the rider 
would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe kite 
tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the kite 
tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. The 
victim and his two male friends each tried once riding on the kite tube but could not get 
the tube to lift off of the water at a speed of 25 mph as recommended. The front ofthe 
kite tube would rise off of the water but the back end would drag on top ofthe water. 
There were no falls on this day. 

Both ofthe victim's fiiends remarked that it was very difficult to hold onto the handles 
for very long as your arms and legs would tire easily. They also noted that they had no 
control ofthe kite tube. The front end ofthe tube would rise up as the boat accelerated 
and would come down when the boat slowed down. They stated that they were just 
holding on and were at the mercy ofthe wind and the driver. 

On the following day, they were talking about the kite tube and thought perhaps they 
needed a bigger boat and motor to get the kite tube to lift off the water as they were larger 
guys. The 42-year-old victim was 6' and 200#, the 44-year-old fiiend was 6'1" and 205# 
and the 45-yeare-old fiiend was 5'8" and 150#. 

On June 26* at about 8:00 PM, the victim and his two fiiends decided to try the kite tube 
out again using his 44-year-old fiiend's boat which was a 1991 VIP Model SK8 with an 
Evinrude 150hp motor. The fiiend who was the owner ofthe boat attached the tow rope 
at the 60 foot length and drove the boat. The 45-year-old friend was the spotter and the 
victim was the rider. As they started out in front of their cabin, the fiiends noted that the 
lake was like glass and there was no breeze. 

Traveling from the cabin to the end ofthe lake took less than a minute. During this time, 
they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water about two to three feet for about 
five seconds going at a speed of 30-35 mph. Any less speed and the tube would not lift 
off the water. The fiiend who was driving stated that he was constantly adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tube in the air. As the rider pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When the tube was three feet off the water, the driver would try to maintain the speed of 
the boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the driver would increase the 
speed. Both the driver and spotter related that while the tube was in the air, they were 
unable to see the victim on the tube. They noted that the tube has a plastic window that 
in theory allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. When the tube is deflated, you 
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can see through the window. But, when the tube is inflated the plastic window 
accumulates condensation, is cloudy and does not allow either party to see each other. 
Therefore, there was no way to communicate between the driver and rider. 

When they reached the end ofthe lake, the driver slowed the boat down to tum around to 
come back. At this time, the driver asked the victim how the speed was on the first trip 
and the victim responded that the speed was perfect and to drive exactly the same on the 
way back. As they started out, the kite tube performed the same at about 30-35 mph. It 
lifted off of the water up to thee feet and then would come back down. When they were 
about halfway back, the kite tube lifted off of the water to four feet, swayed to the right, 
then to the left, then shook, then went back to the right and then came down and hit the 
water. From lift off to touch down took less than five seconds. When the kite tube hit the 
water, the victim was thrown into the water head first. At this point, the spotter told the 
driver, that the victim had fallen off When the driver tumed around to look, he saw the 
kite tube about 20 feet in the air. The driver tumed the boat around and started back to 
the rider. When the boat was within 20 feet ofthe victim, the driver and spotter noticed 
that the victim was not moving. When they came within 10 feet ofthe victim, they 
. observed the victim face down in the water. 

The spotter grabbed the life vest ofthe victim and lifted his face out ofthe water. They 
found that the victim was breathing and his lip was bleeding but he was unconscious. 
The driver started to lightly slap the victim's face to get him to come around but the 
victim did not respond. At this point, they yelled to shore to send a boat out to help. 

An emergency medical technician (EMT) happened to be staying at the same resort and 
on shore at the time ofthe incident. He got into his boat and brought additional people 
along to help with the victim. At this same time, someone on shore called "911" for 
assistance. When the EMT anived at the scene, it took six men to pull the victim out of 
the water and into the boat. By this time, the victim was coming aroimd and could move 
his legs and talked. The victim knew his name and his birthday but did not know what 
had happened. When they came back to shore with the victim, an ambulance arrived 
within two to three minutes. The ambulance took the victim to an area hospital and his 
wife rode along with him. The 44-year-old fiiend and his wife followed the ambulance to 
the hospital. 

The Sheriff Department was also called to the scene by the "911" call. They briefly 
interviewed the parties involved. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy of their call sheet and 
press release on the incident. 

When the victim arrived at the hospital, he was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a 
lacerated spleen and liver and a hematoma near his thorax. There were no visible signs 
ofinjury, as the injuries were all intemal. As the hospital staff was working on draining 
the fluid from the hematoma, the victim's heart stopped several times. The hospital staff 
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restarted the victim's heart on each occasion until it stopped at 1:00 /LM on June 27* and 
they were unable to restart it. The hospital noted the cause of death to be cardiac arrest. 

The Vilas County Coroner was called to the hospital and an autopsy was scheduled for 
the following day. The coroner noted the cause of death to be a lacerated artery to the 
liver. Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthe coroner's report. 

Following the death ofthe victim, the county sheriff called the area Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) warden to report the incident as the DNR investigates boating 
deaths. The warden went to the resort and briefly interviewed the 45-year-old fiiend of 
the victim regarding the incident. To date, the Department of Natural Resources does not 
have a releasable report and it is unknown if there will be a formal report by their office. 

This injury incident was brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission by a news reporter. This investigator received this assignment on June 28, 
2006 and contacted the Department of Natural Resources warden to obtain additional 
information on the incident. The warden provided the name ofthe victim as well as the 
driver and spotter. 

On June 30*, this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the victim's fiiends, 
the 44-year-old male driver and the 45-year-old male spotter. Their comments have been 
incorporated into this report. Both ofthe fiiends stated that upon retuming home from 
the resort, they inspected the kite tube and did not notice any damages or apparent 
equipment failure. 

PRODUGT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved is a Wego Kite Tube, Model 53-5000 that is 10 feet in diameter x 
18" H when inflated and yellow, orange and black in color. The kite tube is pulled 
behind a motor boat and the rider holds onto handles on the top side ofthe tube and puts 
his feet into foot pockets. As the rider pulls on the handles, the front ofthe tube is lifted 
in the air. The air goes undemeath the tube causing it to lift off the water. The tube may 
raise straight up or act like a kite swiveling, swooping and tuming in the air. The kite 
tube has been known to reach heights of up to 30 feet in the air before coming back down 
to the water. It has a UPC 0 29808 00518 5 and is manufactured in China for: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E CIRCLE STREET, #A 
OMAHA, NE 68137 
(402)592-9085 
(888) 814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 

^ 

5 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


IDI 060628CWE5430 -5-

The kite tube is advertised on the Intemet and described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 

10ft diameter flying tube. 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of action towable to 
here, taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a 
deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight as you 
rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in 
your wake! The level of extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KIT TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

The kite tube has the following features: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer conflguration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Computerized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge bails. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tube has wamings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directly on the kite tube top surface. The warnings on the kite tube are reiterated as 
follows: 
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WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 
Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 
towable cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 
Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft. 
Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 
to observe, and one or more to ride. 
Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware of the towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the skills of the rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never operate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or all body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out ofthe water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type III (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 lbs average 
tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet. 
The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff or the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 
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any kind arising out of the use of this product. It is the responsibility or the user 
to determine the proper suitability and safety ofthe product during normal use. 
This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the use and weather 
conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the product on a regular 
basis. 

102605.02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard approved 
boating course. 
Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 
Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust ofwind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to flt the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety of the rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up until 
the boat and tube plane out. As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
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• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you are 
doing. 

• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable to 
maintain control. 

• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard to 

wind and turbulence. 
• Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's surface. 
• Avoid floating objects and all immoveable objects. 
• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be airborne. 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about the 

towable and your rider. Focus. 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles that the 

Kite tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite tube is designed to Kite into the 
wind. 

• Do not throw away your owner's manual. You must review periodically and 
especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite tube. 

• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremendous 
drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag and the 
boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a lot of drag to 
no drag). 

• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable to nose 

under. This is called submarining. When you start moving forward, make 
sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the nose up during 
takeoff until the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs on the Kite tube. 
If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying attention, the towable 
could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which results in the towable 
acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately otherwise you will create 
too much drag on the boat and tube, causing something to break. 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say everything 
goes right and the Kite tube and rider are traveling at a sustained height 
above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its flight or 
crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat down to 5 
mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, because it is 
upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird position where it 
cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 

• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible safe 
manner and not try to "dump the rider". 

m^ 
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• Experience safe Kiting. 
©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE RIDER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden changes 
in height or direction. 
Use in at least 6 feet ofwater depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper the water 
should be. 
Never use in shallow waters. 
Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light 
steady wind, start slow. 
Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to control 
kiting (rider is ballast). 
Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier person. 
Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to help 
hold the nose up until the boat reaches planning speed. 
Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines, and other 
immoveable objects. 
Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind flow. 
Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can Kite 
higher. 
Maximum 1 rider capacity. 
Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, be at 
least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement can 
cause the Kite tube to becomie wobbly and over turn. Maintain a good center 
of gravity. 
10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
Hang time, Kite time, can be 1 second to many minutes. 
Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider weight. 
A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting 
performance. 
Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider height. 
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• Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift motion. 
• Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch or the 

angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 

• Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
• Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the current 

wind and boat speed conditions. 
• Do not use this tube ifyou are pregnant, could be pregnant, or ifyou have 

neck or back problems. 
• Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver and 

spotter that you are okay. 
• A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite tube. 
• Experience safe Kiting. 

©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE USE 
Release of Liability: 
By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and 
understand the entire Sportsstuffs product manual, including all instructions and 
warnings contained in that material prior to using the Kite Tube. You additionally 
agree that you will ensure any additional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the 
Kite tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious 
injury or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the 
improper use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use ofthe Kite Tube. 
Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of yOur agreement to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the instructions and abide by the 
warnings set forth within the product manual. Your assembly and use of the Kite 
Tube shall also constitute a release, to the extent permitted by law, by you and by 
any third party permitted by you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to 
Sportsstuff from any and all liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense 
that you or any user of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite 
Tube. This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and binding upon you, your 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use ofthe Kite Tube shall constitute your agreement to assume and 
accept any or all known or unknown risks or injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the use of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made 
and hereby expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty. 
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including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth herein and 
in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manual. 
110806.03 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Pictures and photographs ofkite tube as well as the boat used to pull the 
kite tube the day ofthe incident. 

Exhibit "B" - Sheriffs department call sheet and press release. 

Exhibit "C" - Coroner's report. 

Exhibit "D" - Authorization to Not Release Name forms. 

Exhibit "E" - Contact List 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off 
Sportsstuff, Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 
Purchased by victim. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 -
Purchased by victim. - Photograph shows plastic window for rider and driver to 
view each other. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" -1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day of the incident. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - 1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day of the incident - Arrow 
points to where tow rope was attached. 
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VICTIM 

42-year-old male 
pet 

CONTACT LIST 

- 44-year-old male owner of boat and driver 

t - 45-year-old male spotter 

Jeff Dautermann - Warden 
Michael Sealander - Warden 
Chris Spaight - Warden 
Department of Natural Resources 
223 E. Steinfest Road 
Antigo, WI 54409 
(715) 623-4190 

Vilas County Sheriffs Department 
330 Court Stt-eet 
Eagle River, WI 54521 
(715)479-4441 

Paul Tirpe, Coroner 
Vilas County Coroner 
29 forest Drive 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
(715) 543-2232 
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This activity was a follow-up to a news clip Involving the drowning 
death involving an innertube at Pyrami(d Lake, California. 

On 6/22/06 I nnet with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Dept. at 
Pyramid Lake, California. The deputy on site advised me that the 
incident did involve an inflatable kite raft. 

On 5/29/06 the victim was being pulled behind a boat as he rode on 
top of an inflatable kite raft. The driver of the boat was not paying 
attention and when he realized another boat was in his way, he 
swerved sharply, causing the kite raft to whip around and fly into the 
oncoming boat. The deputy stated witnesses told him that the raft 
was skimming across the water, it was not up in the air. The victim 
suffered massive injuries and died. 

The operator of the boat pulling the victim is being charged for 
nnanslaughter and was arrested for DUI. 

The inflatable kite raft is being held in the evidence locker at the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department, 23740 Magic Mountain Parkway, 
Valencia, CA. 

A digital photograph was taken of the one photograph the deputy had 
in his file of the actual kite raft. (Exhibit #1) 

A copy of the sheriff's report is attached (Exhibit #2) . 

As it appears this incident may be out of scope, no further follow-up 
action is being conducted, unless otherwise directed by compliance. 

Kathy Bellenfant 
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Exhibit # 1 - 1 Photograph 
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Digital photograph taken of sheriff s dept. photograph ofthe inflatable raft involved in 
the collision where the rider was killed. 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 

Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 8:20 AM 

To: Barton, Keven J.; Bellenfant, Kathleen L. 

Cc: Nava, Frank J . 

Subject: RE: Report on inflatable kite raft death - 5/29/06 Pyramid Lake, CA 

This one is hard because we want to know of all incidents involving the tube kite esp. the Wego. So there are two ways to do it 
either an IDI or as a memo to Compliance but then it would have to be logged as some type of visit that produced this information. 
I don't know there might be another way but I haven't seen. I def. don't want it screened out because I want the attachments for 
the record. 

From: Barton, Keven J. 
Sent: Thu 6/29/2005 4:51 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Bellenfant, Kathleen L. 
Cc: Nava, Frank J. 
Subject: RE: Report on inflatable kite raft death - 5/29/06 Pyramid Lake, CA 

On second thought i'm not sure if and IDI is the right approach as the incident would be out of scope and normally not investigated 
or assigned. Any suggestions on how to assign this. If we screen it there will be no attachments. 

Keven Barton 
Supervisory Investigator 
LOS / Western Region 
Ph: 714-870-7560 
Fax: 775-254-3947 

From: Topka, Tanya L. 
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 12:07 PM 
To: Bellenfant, Kathleen L. 
Cc: Barton, Keven J.; Nava, Frank J. 
Subject: RE: Report on inflatable kite raft death - 5/29/06 Pyramid Lake, CA 

I read what you have and this does not appear to follow the hazard pattern we are looking at but I would like it written up. I don't 
see any reason why we need to interview anyone else on this, esp. since it looks as though it was referred to the DA for 
prosecution. I think what you have is enough we know it is a Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube from the picture you provided. You also 
have the report that explains what happened. Unless your supervisor disagrees I think you should write up what you have since 
that is quite a bit of information about what happened. 

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer 
U.S. CPSC 
301-504-7594 
www.cpscgov 

From: Bellenfant, Kathleen L. 
Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 2:47 PM 
To: Topka, Tanya L. (77^ / '7\ 
Cc: Nava, Frank J.; Barton, Keven J. { ' 

7/3/2006 

http://www.cpscgov
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Subject: Report on inflatable kite raft debd - 5/29/06 Pyramid Lake, CA ' -

Hi Tanya: 

I investigated the death of a man at Pyramid Lake, CA while he was riding on one o f t he inflatable kite rafts. Per 
the police report (Attached as exhibit #2 ) , the victim's friend and driver of the boat that was pulling him, was 
found to be at faul t and was also DUI. 

I took a digital p icture of the deputy's pic of the raft. (Not of the best quality). The raft is in the evidence locker 
at the sherif fs dept. I have not pursed this case as it appears to be out of scope. 

The deputy said that have a lot of these inflatable kite rafts on the Lake, but he has never seen one go any more 
than a couple feet high. They will contact us if any other incidents occur with these crafts. 

Please let me know if you want me to conduct a full IDI on this one. 

Thanks, 

Kathy 

7/3/2006 ?^/ 



1. Task Number 

060707CWE5439 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 05 29 

2. Investigator's ID 
9011 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 05 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 38 year old man was killed when the inflatable kite tube he was riding on hit another boat. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

10A. FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8. City 

GORMAN 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

SPORTSSTUFF/WEGO KITE TUBE 

9. State 

CA 

IOC Model Number 

53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF 
11213 E. Circle #A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

852 - Rope Or String 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

UNKNOWN 

11C. Model Number 

UNKNOWN 

11D. IVIanufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
38 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

85 - ALL OF BODY 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
8 - Death 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

21. Case Source 
05 - Newspaper 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
71 - Other 

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational / Travel) 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 0 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/06/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9035 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
N0670003A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 

^ ^ ^ 
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This investigation was initiated by a news clip involving the drowning 
death of a man riding on an inner tube being pulled behind a boat at 
Pyramid Lake, California. All information in this report was obtained 
from the Sheriff's Dept. This incident involved a fatality. (Source 
Document N0670003A). 

On 6/22/06 I met with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Dept. at 
Pyramid Lake, Gorman, California. Pyramid Lake is located in a 
remote area, next to Interstate 5 (take Smokey Bear exit), between 
the town of Gorman and Valencia, in Los Angeles County, CA. It offers 
boating, fishing, and picnicking. 

The victim was 38 year old man, of unknown medical or physical 
conditions. Per the sheriff's report, the victim's wife stated that this 
was the first time her husband had been on the kite tube. They had 
been on the boat since 11:00 that morning. The victim's wife stated 
that the victim had not been drinking. It is also unknown if the victim 
had any other experience with inner tubes or rafts or if he had any 
medical conditions. It is unknown how long the victim had been towed 
behind the boat before the accident. It is unknown if the victim was 
wearing any life of life jacket or vest. 

The driver of the boat pulling the kite raft stated that this was his first 
time pulling this type of tube. He stated to the sheriff that he had 
about 20 years of boating experience. 

The driver of the boat that had been towing the victim and all 
witnesses to the accident would not speak to this investigator due to 
the pending criminal charges being filed against the boat driver. 

On 5/29/06, at approximately 11:40 am, the victim was being pulled 
behind a boat as he rode on top of an inflatable kite raft. The weather 
was clear, the water calm, wind was at 7-14 mph, visibility good and 
the air temperature was 70 degrees and the water temperature was 
67 degrees. The boat and kite raft were in one of the numerous finger 
type coves at the lake called Brazos Cove. This cove runs North/South 
and is approximately 350 yards wide for most of the cove. The victim 
was heading northbound being towed behind a 20 foot open bow 
motor boat. The victim was laying flat on the raft, holding onto the 
two handles attached to the tope of the raft. 

^=11J 
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The driver of the boat stated he was going about 20 MPH and was 
watching the victim riding on the kite raft. The kite raft was bouncing 
3-4 feet into the air and was going side to side over his trailing wake. 
The driver stated that he was looking back and to the front and was 
not maintaining a constant watch forward. The length of the tow rope 
was 63 feet in length. 

It was at this time when another motor boat was heading southbound 
towards the victim. The driver of the victim's boat stated the next 
thing he saw off to this port (left side) was the other boat heading 
southbound. He stated that he was so close that he had to alter his 
course or collide with the other boat. The driver made a right turn and 
looked back at the victim who came across his trailing wake, bouncing 
into the air and then strike the bow of the other boat. The driver of 
the second boat realized the closing distance the victim and his boat 
were making on them and he felt his best course was to go into 
neutral and hope the victim on the tube would miss his boat. 

The driver pulling the victim then stated the next thing he saw was the 
tube explode and come over the bow area of the other boat. The 
victim was in the water, unknown injuries, and someone was helping 
him. The driver of the boat placed the victim in his boat and took him 
to the main boat launch ramp for help. 

The victim was air lifted to a trauma hospital in Mission Hills, 
California. He was treated by the emergency room doctor and was 
pronounced dead at 1240 hours. 

The deputy stated witnesses told him that the raft was skimming 
across the water, bouncing 3 to 4 feet high, and that it was not up in 
the air. 

The operator of the boat pulling the victim was subsequently arrested 
for is being charged for 191.5 Penal Code Manslaughter and 665 (e) 
operation of a vessel while under the influence of alcohol causing 
death to another. 

qi^ 
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SAMPLE COLLECTION: 

None 

PRODUCT EXAMINATION: 

None. Product was not available. The inflatable kite raft is being held 
in the evidence locker at the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, 
23740 Magic Mountain Parkway, Valencia, CA. 

PRODUCT INDENTIFICATION # 1 : 
(This information was obtained from the photograph the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Dept. took of the incident raft right after the accident. 

Obtained from the Manufacturer website: www.sportsstuff.com 

Product Type: Kitetube 
Brand: Wego Kite Tube 
Model Number: 53-5000 
Manufacturer: Sportsstuff Inc. 
Retailer: Unknown 
Suggested Retail Price: $599.95 (Manufacturer website) 

Features: 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer 
configuration 

• 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
• Computerized double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and 

adjustment 
• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting 

cockpit 
• Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum 

connector 
• Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 

^ f̂ 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and 
neoprene padding 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside 
top taping 
Variable loops for detachable leash use 
Panoramic see through double windows 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff Incorporated 
11213 E. Circle #A, Omaha, NE 68137 
Telephone: (402) 592-9085 
Fax: (402) 592-1354 
Website: www.sportsstuff.com 

PRODUCT STANDARDS: 

Unknown standards. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION #2: 

Product Type: Tow rope 
Brand: Unknown 
Model Number: Unknown 
Manufacturer: Unknown 
Retailer: Unknown 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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CONTACTS: PURPOSE & RESULTS 

Sheriff's Dept.: Obtained incident scenario information 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit # 1 Respondent Identifiers 
Exhibit #2 Photograph 
Exhibit #3 Sheriff's Department Vessel Accident Report 
Exhibit #4 Manufacturer Website 
Exhibit #5 Product Manual 
Exhibit #6 Product Towable Owner's Manual 
Exhibit #7 Manufacturer Website Registration Domain 
Exhibit #8 Missing Document Form 
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RESPONDENT IDENTIFIERS: 

Victim: i^deceased 
Formally residing at: 
Santa Fe Springs, CA_ 90670 
Telephone: 

Driver # 1 : 
Towing victim 

Drive #2 : 
Boat Victim hit 

Telephone: I 
A 91730 

Police Report: Los Angeles County Sheriff's Dept. 
23740 Magic Mountain Parkway, Valencia, CA 91355 

Lake Property: Pyramid Lake (Los Angeles County) California 
Deputy: Hardy 
Telephone: 661-255-1121 
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Exhibit # 2 - 1 Photograph 
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Exhibit 2.1 Digital photograph taken of sheriff's dept. photograph of 
the inflatable raft involved in the collision where the rider was killed. 
The original sheriff's photograph was taken on the dock at Pyramid 
Lake, after the accident. Photograph identifies the raft involved in the 
incident as a Sportsstuff Wego Kite tube. 
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• PBlMÂy ApOf^Mctor^l 

^^^M^^ewf iS^ I^ 
aouOT 

(ttZY 

?r^;^E 'mtfeBC6MpiTios$- : - . l ^ . 

I ROUGH 

srnoNGCURHtwr 

VERY ROUGH 

Was vessel adequately equipped with Coast 
Guaid spfTOvedPFte? j g t Y Q N 

Were Ihey accessirtite? llSPf D N 

Was the approv«<i type hro lighting 
equipment aboard? _ S ^ D N 

Were they used? Dr ( ^ 

><: 

\ t \ ,.̂  ~ 

IMPROPER LOOKOUT 

l»*FA.MIUAHW(THWA,Ten 

VESSeLKXilPWliNT" 

VUSIW OKCUREHEMTS-

% TOWN6;BEil^GT0wr-D 

F-ua.ii«i 

FISHlte 

RAOf f i 

CAUINMOrOHBOAT 

SAIL 

.i(UXIl.tAnySAJL 

BCW BOAT. KAYAK. CANCS 

>-

ALUMINUM 

STEEL 

F-IBERGLASSfPLASIiC 

OTICf! 

' 6ipfe<n m Acxident Narralke 
" Check sll tttat apply 

ACCIDENT NARRATIVE 

_£K/c>t̂ A7C^A. 
£ v I - ( - SPo/rr^^n>^r -K)Te TẐ is T^eTTz/y^ccau) 
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.^^y/^/T/fjjTS: P - 1 1 •76d2> A/£ -̂ TMAr y7£ ^uAS 
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OP/A/c'jPs AAJD {hACt^s/€:)AA 1 .P-l i/ /i7A<. AlE 
/AJ BT^^tOT. Cov/A pPc/jyAyA:, /̂P/A iA/cT' AAJ y\ A A £ Ai/f .̂ 
Al/BA. M:A>/&AAA A S ~SckMjcA yp/AAf^AA7> AAA A/97̂ iyA-

pA^AMTAe.. AA Ci//A7 7 rfA'.A PA /AJ ' ^ B 

hMfy/A. P-zA 7̂ AP\d T ^ P p^Md-A'AAPh 
•y7?7£ '̂AP/7Sa AAPD dL '̂"̂  7 C A ^ A A -JSAP/AP A r yPA 
r i y & P . 7>OP7AA^ X/ /S yTAyA A/-A7 ̂ A ^fC^tiJ AAQ 

/77A7yy)P'̂ /Aj . A PAoPpe £<XJA.OUA 7A)JP ATA'AZ 

1 / P A ^ A A P . A/A- P A / C A A TP) PA-AA / A 7 ^ Al€d^7JAjP 
PAP A79700AA A P A£pa AAAAArP^ PP OSA^ PTpyS 
-pfySA-. :̂Pyk... APOP^ . PMA. 7^£A<.O71£A 'Tp 7S£ /AS^ 

/AJ LIA7677P. 'TAE- . S P A A P COP TAP EoA-p A ^ WP^A^ 
AA AeAA) & ^ A P A)A/AE.UYA/^ I A PP'E. k^T t̂̂  &t/mfS 

fe- rPj3P 7AJ TP'A /AjAp^c / i p / ' PAP<AAJ<. /A p-l 
Z-e lADA-fAA/y EepiAh A P TTAA IA/CP AAJ TT̂ AArQA P̂-. 

ED/el|NAnE,JiANK) DATE IDtlUMBER ' REVIE«SDBY(NAIIfi;.RANK) OATE 

P \ S i h 7Amf ^'^^A^ *r7625o [ar,^ Â 
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. ^ < A A L P / ? A 7A}AAŷ A.SA AAyfrA/^/AAA A/A P A / P / A A T A 

EA/Af\yi-£- P'A- A..A(AsA77 A77A^ pyyA/s/a^ 

7^BPO/AA/Ati7>A7AjA)s: A^A/Am7-7 A o P.-A. A A I A A I J AA^-
77RoSPcu77^dAJ. 

P R E P A M B « (NAME, RAHIQ 

VA^g^y AmwAl7mj 
REVIEVSED BY (MAKE RAUK) 
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1. Task Number 
060614HCC3606 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 02 

2. Investigator's ID 
1947 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 14 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 29 year-old male sustained a C-2 vertebrae fracture In his neck wlren he fell into the water head first after riding his 
tube l<ite. A sudden gust of w/ind caused him to lose control ofthe tube kite while elevated approximately 20 feet above 
water. The speed of the boat was approximately 35-40 mph, but did not unexpectedly change speeds. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

BULLFROG 

9. State 

UT 

10A. FirstProduct 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO KITE TUBE 
10C. Model Number 
53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213E. Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
29 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

89-NECK 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

2 9 / 4 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
01 - Fire or Police Dept. 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 9 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/06/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9021 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660350A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 



.C 7 
•060614HCC3606 

The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the victim's 
wife who observed the incident and with the consumer/boat operator. The victim could 
not be interviewed due to his current medical condition (halo brace). Additional 
information was obtained through official reports. The investigation was generated by a 
report submitted by local officials. The involved product is a circular tube kite. There 
were a total of three separate, but related incidents involving the same product during the 
two-day period, though only one incident resulted in medical treatment. 

The primary victim (hereafter, "victim") is a 29 year-old male, who weighs 
approximately 1901bs and stands approximately 6'2. The victim has between 15-20 years 
of experience with similar products and activities, which includes wakeboarding and 
water skiing. The victim did not incur any injuries while participating in previous water-
related activities. The victim had no prior experience with the product. The victim did not 
read any product-related documentation (e.g., owner's manual) and did not watch the 
instructional video that was provided to the consumer. 

The victim's friend (hereafter, "consumer" or "boat operator"), who is 36 years old, was 
the owner ofthe product and the boat operator at the time ofthe incident. The product 
was newly purchased in late May 2006 through an online purchase with a major retailer. 
The consumer reported that the product has been difficult to locate in retail stores as the 
products have reportedly been selling quickly. Therefore, the consumer received no prior 
personal instruction from any sales staff on how to operate the product. The consumer 
recalls that the product included the tube kite, a three-segmented tow rope (i.e., can be 
used at the adjustable lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet), and an instructional video (DVD). 
The consumer reported that his 32 year-old wife (hereafter, "wife"), 10 year-old son 
(hereafter, "son"), and he watched the instructional video before using the product. The 
consumer did not read the owner's manual and does not recall if an owner's manual was 
provided. The consumer did observe numerous waming and caution labels.on the 
product. 

Within a day or two after purchasing the product, the consumer began using the product 
on a four-day trip. It is unknown who inflated the product, or how much the product was 
inflated (i.e., PSI). There were a total of seven people on the trip/boat, which included 
five adults and two children. The boat that was used during each incident was a 21-foot, 
280 horsepower, inboard runabout, and was operated solely by the consumer, who 
reported having significant boating experience. The victim reported that no alcohol was 
consumed by any ofthe participants at any time. 

Prior to the victim sustaining his injuries, both the wife and son individually rode the 
product a total of three times each, and both were thrown off once while riding the . 
product. All individuals were sole riders during their respective rides. The son's ride 
lasted a total of a few minutes, though it is unknown how long the wife was on the 
product before being thrown off Various boat passengers acted as "spotters" and no one 
person was specifically designated. The length ofthe tow rope used during the wife and 
son's rides is unknown. The wife weighs approximately 1151bs and stands 5'4 while the 
son weighs approximately 751bs and stands 4'5. It is unknown what the wife and son 
were wearing during the incident(s). During the wife's ride, the boat was traveling 
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approximately 25-3 Omph, and she maintained elevations between 5-10 feet. While 
airbome, the product flipped, and caused the wife to fall and land in the water, on her 
back. During the son's ride, the boat was traveling approximately 20mph while the son 
maintained elevations between 3-5 feet. During the son's ride the product flipped and 
with the son still in the product, landed in the water. The son reportedly injured his knees. 
It is unknown what exact position the son was in when he landed. Neither individual 
sought medical attention, though the wife reported "back soreness and spitting up blood" 
shortly thereafter. 

On June 2, 2006 at approximately 3:15pm, the victim attempted his first ride on the 
product. The victim was wearing shorts and a life jacket. Neither the victim, nor the wife 
and son wore a helmet during their respective rides. The consumer (i.e., boat operator) 
tied/secured the tow rope to the product at its greatest length, which is 65 feet, and was 
included with the purchase ofthe product. The victim did not purposefully read any of 
the waming labels on the product before riding. The victim's 30 year-old wife acted as a 
"spotter" while the victim was riding the product. The visibility was good and the water 
was reportedly calm. The winds were listed as "moderate", and blowing from the 
southwest at lOmph. The boat was traveling west, into the wind, and at various speeds (a 
port side crosswind was reported). It is unknown if other vessels were in the waterway 
during the victim's ride. 

While riding, the victim could not see the boat, therefore communication was impaired. 
Part ofthe product, near the front, is constmcted ofa clear plastic and serves as a 
window, but immediately became fogged up during the ride, thereby preventing the rider 
to see or communicate with the spotter or boat operator. The victim had planned on using 
hand signals, as previously leamed while participating in other water sporting activities 
(e.g., water skiing), but was unable to as removal of either of his hands would have 
caused a weight shift within the product, thereby causing it to become unstable. 

During the victim's ride, which lasted a total of 5-10 minutes, he had difficulty getting 
the product airbome due to the adult (heavier) weight. The boat operator thus increased 
the speed to approximately 35-40mph. It is unknown what the boat's actual speed was 
prior to the increase. It was reported that victim reached elevations of three feet or less, 
and then suddenly reached an elevation of between 15-25 feet when a gust ofwind lifted 
the product fiirther into the air. While at this peak elevation, the product began to wobble 
left to right and became unstable for approximately three seconds. The port side ofthe 
product then flipped up, thereby inverting and accelerating the product towards the water 
with the front ofthe product pointing downward. While the product was falling 
downward and approximately three feet above the water, the victim fell off the product, 
and landed headfirst in the water, in an angular, corkscrew motion. 

The boat operator immediately tumed the boat around when he observed the victim land 
in the water. With assistance from the passengers in the boat, the victim climbed back 
into the boat. The victim maintained consciousness, but complained of neck pain. The 
boat operator radioed for assistance and retumed to the marina where the victim received 
initial emergency medical treatment from the responding medics. The victim was 
transported via ambulance to a local hospital where he received additional freatment and 
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was diagnosed with a C-2 (neck) vertebrae fracture. Although the victim was released 
from the hospital, he is to remain in a halo brace for three months and afterwards will 
retain limited mobility in his neck (90%). Medical records have been requested, but not 
received. 

The victim and consumer both believe that the product is unsafe for various reasons, 
specifically due to the inability for rider and boat operator to effectively communicate 
and instability of product while airbome; therefore, should be removed from the market. 
The consumer contacted the manufacturer shortly after the incident and informed a 
representative of what occurred, specifically that three individuals were injured to 
varying degrees while riding the product. The manufacturer's representative reiterated to 
the consumer the safety information that accompanies the product (e.g., waming labels) 
and offered to exchange the product for a regular, non-aerial inner tube. The consumer 
has since repackaged the product, tow rope, and instmctional video and retumed them to 
the manufacturer. Neither the victim, nor the consumer reported any damage to the 
product after the incident. The consumer has had no further communication with the 
manufacturer. The victim made no attempt to contact the manufacturer. 

Intemet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson (Exhibit #9), 
which stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit #9). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that^while the WSIA warnings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile sfrength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope wamings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference.(Exhibits #6-7). No attempt was made to 
contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials ofthe recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting. This 
restriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit #8 for 
restriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequently preparing to participate in tube kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined, after watching the product's instmctional video (DVD) on numerous 
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occasions, that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
only between 10-2Omph, but the video consistently shows boat operators going between 
30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain flight. 

On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit #1. 

Product Identification: 

The product is a Wego kite tube^M, and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube . 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599 95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $499.00 with exemplar units located in retailers also 
listed as $499.00. The product is largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent 
striping and a sectional red border with various product labeling and identification, which 
includes various skull graphics. The product maintains an "840D" nylon covering and 
panoramic, see-through double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe 
product. Near the rear ofthe product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A 
handle system is located undemeath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight 
different circular slots that offer the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The 
product is also equipped with a three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 
45, 55, and 65 feet. The front ofthe product maintains a molded, aluminum connector for 
attachment to the tow rope. 

The product was purchased through Wal-Mart's website: (w'ww.walmart.com). 

Various wamings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" waming (Exhibit #1, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains wamings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit #10), the exemplar packaging does 
not reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
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that "Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although two additional waming can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel 
slotting system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar 
packaging or website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit #1, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit #1, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual.. .With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected, and no incident product photographs 
could be obtained. 
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Exhibits: 

A. CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
1. Front view of exemplar product packaging 
2. Manufacturer contact information~as viewed on top of exemplar 

packaging 
3. Exemplar product's model number and UPC 
4. UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5. Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
7. Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8. Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9. Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
10. Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
11. Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12. Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging—bottom) 
13. Side view of exemplar product 
14. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 

B. Notice of Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C. Local Official Incident Report (8 pages) 
D. Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E. Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F. Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G. Photos of WSIA waming labels—tow ropes and tubes (1 page) 
H. Local Recreational Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
I. Intemet Written Response (i.e., "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J. Photo of Product as Seen on Manufacturer's Website (1 page) 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COtVJMISSlON 

NOTJCE OF INSPECTION 

1. DATE, 

rJMl 2. TIM 

J ^ M . U \c P.IW. 

3. FROM (Ai«a Officsand Addrets) uivi <Ai«a wirics ana Aooretsr \ 

A. NAME AND TITUS O F ^ D I V t D U A L A a.r'irS, t \ 0 \ ^ ffl J ^y^ 

^ 8. FIRMNAMI 

4. TO 
Larf/i-e /w^x 

C. NUMBER ANO STREETAOORESS 

D. CITY,STATE ANO ZIPCODE 

OAAd. cA HAkoC. 
Notice of Inspection is hereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Fabrics Act (15 U.S.C. 1191 etseq.)--. 

• Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 efsoir.); 

• Sections 16, 19 ahd 27 ofthe Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2065, 2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
in connection with the Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970 (15 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.)] and/or 

• Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 U.S.C. 1270(b)). 

Refer to the back of this form for a discussion of inspectional authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

g. PURPOSES OF INSPECTION ANO NATURE OF INFORMATION TO SE OBTAINED AND/OR COPIED. 

The purpose of this inspection is to obtain information; to review and obtain copies of items including but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, in order to enforce or de­
termine compliance with the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Conunission. 

6. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Those from whom information is requested should state whether any of che information submitted Is beUeved 
to contain or relate to a trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
confidential and whether any of the information is believed to be entitled to exemption from disclosure by the 
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Nsiratf^e: 
SUMMARY. 
On June 2. 200S- subject vessel was underway towjrig a rider OT̂  a khe tube. The tube ovsartumed in che air. 
plunging the rider head first into the water Rider suffered a necU iiyury. possible C-spine vsnebra brealc 

ASSIOTviMENT; 
On June 2,2006. at about 15-41, Glsa CanyotJ Dispatch advjeed of a kit tube ^cxditni vicjjm, with neck 
injuTy. being saikd to Bullfrog Public Dock. Park Medic Amy Mowat, and Ranger Jason Lux responded with 
ambulance, and provided prehospital patient care. I responded to conduct a boal acidcnt investigation. 

J contacted ths 
INVESTIGATION: \ 
Atsboot 15:S5 3 vessel amved nisosporting the vjaiin. Bl 
vessel ownaVop£ratOT;^ii|M|ffi|M|^, as weli as passenge r s ' 9 | | iHHMK&^^ 
and laict victim B^lBBBMMllW^hcyadviscd mc ofthe fbllowng; Thelboai in which victrra 
had been trarjsported {a 2S0 HP Chns Craft, inbHard 21 ft nmabaout, *̂ UT 4640 SG) was involved in the 
acciderit. The boat had bean to"«nng a kite tube wjth Jv^ous nders throughout the day and previous day. At 
about 15:25 i ts boat was cmisitig in Halls Creek Bay with ndqilpMiiMMiiW^on the kite tube. Length of 
The topv rope was approximately GO fecx. Passenaeis m ihe boat were actms as lookouts. The ^oup was 
hairing dlifficuliy in geil iag the kite mbe into tbe air, due To The atjujt 'wQigjbt. Therefore the opeialor cnuscd 
wiiStward itjto the wnnd, and picked up ihp spaa! to about 35 to 40 jnpb. At that time winds were about SW 
at 10 irtph. {RatJgcr'S noxt: the diTCction of travel svquld have put thiwr> into the wind witb a crosswind 
compoagnt from the port side.) As a resu'l, the kite tube was elevated to about 10 to J 2 feet above the water.. 
At some point- the port side ofthe kite tube flipped up. the tube ihm turned completel^^j^f. and accelerated 
downward «ath the fore end qf the tube pointing downward. During tbe flip, r id^^H^iKK f̂ '' off the kite 
rube, and wssjjl head first into the water, wiib an aoguiaT component and a. corlcscrew rnotjon 

Victim l̂BBSBlBpf and other interviewees advised that MMHIiN^d not lose consciousness. The boat 
immediately s^img axotmd and retiigvc«HI|Blllil^lin ^ ^ 5°^ ^^^ ^ ^ hoal cm his own power and with 
assistance He then laid down and complamed of nedt paw. He was trgnsajarted to their base station house 
boat, the Desert Illusion, which was moored at Hails Cfossiag Marina, j p p | p p ^ o n n n u e d to feci bad, so 
hc was transported to Bullfrug in the runabpw for rriedica] attention. 

Owncr/operator ofthe vessel BMiMMHIHiMI advised that bis wi-fe ' ^ H l i M n H P P ^ h a d a eimiW 
accident on tfas kite tube ^ c previous day. la her cssfe, ^ e kite tubs fiipprcd and she fell onto the watsr on her 
back. He advised that since then she had been complaining of back soreness, and had hcensoi^ngupblood 
m th& night. Hc advissd that she was Hnc no»'- H P did not request medical assistance. i(j|ppPPPJ||||p||^R 
was across the bay at Hal Js Ctossine Marina, on a houseboat the Desert Illusion, and I iher^ore dtd not 
interview hcr-

Passenger l^^S^SjStSSwS^S advised that a boy m the group bad been on <̂ c kite tube as well and complained 
tliat his arm hun. However, he arfvised tbis was not ftom ^he tiibe flipping, but may have been from: holding 
onto the tube. SjgWiliMlpif̂ dvisiiid that with ̂  child as rider, the |qte tube was easily lifted into the air. 
However wjih the weight of an adult, beat speed had tb be iitcresSed wiiJi boat cmisiag into the -wind m order 
to liftthe kite tube. ' 

l i l » i HO/IBŜ  «l SZl-i ^ ^ i i M-i\ m%M$-m 
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SAK J U m COUNTT SHEWFF'S OFFICE 
BOK 788 / 297 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

WONTICiLLO. UTAH 8 4 5 3 5 
(4JS) "SS7-2237 FAX (435) 587-2013 

- ' STATEMENT 

STATEMENT DATE(5,-il.rJ2iL.STATEMEMT Ti«|Ej^LSillNCinEftiT DATEit4-ji(a.lNCfDENT T i l i i „ _ ^ , . . 

TELEPHONE NUMBER HOME 

TYPE OF mciDENT . ^ a 5 ± 3 u q < 2 3 

»*SfeRK ( ). OTHER f }. 

5 .. 
LOCATION OP (NCJOENT A . i ! i A & — j H : ^ j ^ ^ 

PUEASE DESCRIBE WHAT YOU SAW. HEARD. OR KNDi^ TO SE TRIJE: 
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Contact List: 

(victim's brother-in-law) 

Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

(victim's wife) 
e 

47431 

Date of Contact: June 20, 2006 

-(consumer) 

-P 
-F 

rtFof Contact. June 22, 2006 

Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928) 608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Sportsstuff, Inc. (product manufacturer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833—P 
www.sportsstuff.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www.dmpniarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer-Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510)535-6161—P 
(510)535-1787—F 
wwAV. marinemax. com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

9f 

http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://www.dmpniarine.com
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Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P.O. Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407)251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquarters(a):eaithlink.net 
Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 

q<7^ 



1. Task Number 

060614HCC3603 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 04 07 

2. Investigator's ID 

1947 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 14 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 29 year-old male fractured four ribs on his right side ( a total of eight fractures-2 breaks on each rib), a punctured 
right lung, and internal bleeding while riding his tube kite, and after attaining an elevation between 5-10 feet, a sudden 
gust of wind propelled him approximately 20 feet into the air, causing the tube kite to become unstable and crash into 
the water with the victim still within the tube kite. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORT^S OR RECREATION PLACE 

IOA. First Product 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8. City 

PAGE 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO KITE TUBE " 

IOD. IVIanufacturer Name and Address 
"SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213E. Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

9. State 

AZ 

IOC. Model Number 

53-5000 

• 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Ageof Victim 
29 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

31-UPPER TRUNK 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
01 - Fire or Police Dept. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational / Travel) 

2 8 / 2 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/06/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9021 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660350D 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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The following information was obtained through phone interviews with the victim, 
victim's father-in-law, who was the boat operator, the victim's brother in-law, local 
officials, and through related documentation. The investigation was generated firom a 
report received fi-om officials at a national recreation area. The investigated product is 
a circular tube kite. 

The victim is a healthy 30 year-old male (he was 29 when the incident occurred) who 
weighs approximately 1901bs and stands at 6'2. The victim has over 25 years of boating 
experience and extensive water recreational experience, which includes 10-12 years of 
wakeboarding, water skiing, and parasailing. The boat operator is the victim's father-in-
law (hereafter, "father-in-law"), and has over 30 years of boating experience, particularly 
towing individuals (adults and children) during water sporting activities (e.g., tubing, 
water skiing and parasailing). The boat operator has never had an accident or incident 
that resulted in any injuries while towing an individual during an activity. 

The victim, along with his wife, two young children, accompanied both his father and 
mother-in-law and their children on a work/pleasure trip and traveled via a 2005 
houseboat. The boat was the father-in-law's boat. The boat was a 24-foot . 
inboard/outboard with a 280 horsepower, 6.0 liter, V-8 engine. The victim's family has 
extensive boating experience, which includes boating and water sporting activities (e.g., 
water skiing, wakeboarding, etc.). The father-in-law newly purchased the product 
approximately two weeks before the incident from a local retailer. It is unknown if the 
father-in-law received any information from the local retail sales staff regarding the 
product. The victim and father-in-law watched the instructional video (DVD) that was 
included with the product on two occasions; once before embarking on their trip, and 
again immediately preceding using the product (1-2 hours before activity). The victim did 
not review the owner's manual, and the father-in-law does not recall seeing an 
accompanying owner's manual (i.e., he also did not read the owner's manual). The 
product remained in the original packaging and was not used prior to the trip taken by the 
victim and his family. 

The incident occurred on April 7, 2006 during the early aftemoon hours on a national 
recreational lake. There were a total of 8 people on the boat, which includes four adults 
and four children. The victim reported that the weather was surmy and pleasant and the 
water was like "glass" (i.e., extremely clear and calm). The victim stated that there only 
was an occasional slight breeze; therefore he felt that the wind would not be a factor 
while riding the tube kite. The victim stated that there were no other boats or water 
vessels in the area. The victim and father-in-law both reported that no alcohol was 
consumed by any ofthe participants. The victim and his father-in-law fiilly inflated the 
product according to the product's operating instructions as per the instructionarvideo, 
which the father-in-law stated to fill the tube until it is "tighf. The victim does not recall 
the exact PSI (pounds per square inch) that the product was inflated or required. The 
victim's 23 year-old brother-in-law (hereafter, "brother-in-law") tied the tow rope to the 
product (and boat), and reported that he had no difficulty in tying either end. However, 
during the victim's ride, the father-in-law removed either one or two sections ofthe tow 
rope (the tow rope is segmented into three sections), thus significantly shortening the 
rope. The father-in-law did not specify why he removed sections ofthe rope, though he 
did state that the tow rope was in apparently good operating condition. The initial rider 
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(brother-in-law) utilized the tow rope at its maximum length (65 feet), while the victim 
utilized the tow rope after it was shortened to 45 or 55 feet. 

The victim was the third individual to ride the product, which was the victim's first 
experience with the product. The first individual to ride the product was the brother-in-
law. The brother-in-law also watched the instructional video, but was still unclear and 
tentative regarding riding the product. The brother-in-law has experience with water-
related activities and was wearing a life jacket while riding the product. The brother-in-
law weighs 1751bs and stands approximately 6'0. The brother-in-law was on the product 
for approximately ten minutes, and achieved heights of approximately 5-10 feet before 
falling off the product while it was in the air approximately five feet. The product became 
unstable while in the air (i.e., began rocking left to right) and threw off the brother-in-
law. The brother-in-law did not sustain any injuries and "shook off the incident after 
getting the "wind knocked ouf of him. 

The second person to ride the product was the victim's 14 year-old sister-in-law 
(hereafter, "sister-in-law"). The sister-in-law rode the product for approximately five 
minutes without incident. The sister-in-law weighs approximately 1301bs and stands at 
5'8. However, the sister-in-law rode the product like a "regular inner-tube" with the 
product never elevating above water. The victim estimated that the boat operator was 
going at various speeds, but never over 3 Omph while the brother and sister-in-law were 
riding the product. It is unknown who acted as a "spotter" for the brother and sister-in-
law. 

The victim rode the product on two occasions. On both occasions the victim was wearing 
a wet suit, life vest, "booties" (for foot warmth), and water-skiing gloves. No helmet was 
wom by any product user. The victim's first occasion was without incident and lasted for 
approximately five minutes and the product's peak elevation above water was 2-3 feet. 
The victim waited approximately one hour before attempting to ride the product again. It 
was determined by the father-in-law (i.e., boat operator) that it would be necessary for the 
boat to increase its speed for the victim to obtain flight while on the product (it was 
deduced that the increase in weight required additional speed). The victim rode the 
product on a second occasion for approximately ten minutes and obtained a maximum 
height of 10-20 feet. On both occasions, the brother-in-law was the spotter. The boat was 
traveling approximately 30mph when the victim lost control ofthe product. While the 
victim was approximately between 5-10 feet high, a wind came up from undemeath the 
product and lifted the product approximately 20 feet into the air. The product then 
became unstable (wobbling from side to side) and then suddenly and rapidly nosedived 
into the water with the victim still in the product. The victim was airbome for no more 
than 10 seconds immediately preceding the product becoming unstable. 

The father-in-law observed the victim fall into the water and immediately tumed the boat 
around to retrieve the victim who remained in the water for approximately 30 seconds 
before being pulled into the boat. The victim was unresponsive and gurgling water and 
blood as they traveled back to the launch ramp to seek medical assistance. The victim 
stated that the product landed in the water with the victim's rib cage absorbing the 
majority ofthe impact as his right side was lying against the product when it landed in 
the water. 
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The victim received emergency medical assistance at the scene and was transported by 
air to a medical center for additional treatment. The victim sustained a punctured right 
lung, intemal bleeding, and fractured ribs (four ribs on the victim's right side sustained 2 
fractures each—totaling eight fractures). The victim remained in the hospital for one 
week before being discharged; however, two days later the victim suffered blood clotting 
on his left side and received additional medical treatment as an outpatient (i.e., treated 
and released). The victim is expected to make a full recovery. 

The victim emphatically stated that he feels the product is unsafe and hazardous for 
several reasons. Foremost, the victim believes the product becomes extremely unstable 
while airbome, and is not easy to steer (control). The victim feels that even with the use 
ofa spotter, once airbome, the rider ofthe product cannot effectively communicate with 
anyone in the boat (e.g., spotter or boat operator). The victim stated that when he began 
riding the product, the clear window positioned near the front ofthe product, and may 
allow for visual communication, immediately fogged up, thereby preventing 
corrununication between the rider and the spotter or boat operator. The victim also stated 
that once the rider and product become airbome, communication between the rider and 
anyone in the boat is impeded as the rider in the product cannot see over the front ofthe 
product while airbome. The victim further stated that he believes that the product should 
have two or more attachment points for the tethered rope to increase product stability 
while in the air. Furthermore, the victim stated that the seriousness of his injury during 
landing was contiibuted by the product being fully inflated (i.e., unmalleable). 

Subsequent intemet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators of 
the product on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., 
posted) to concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson 
(Exhibit #9), which stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the 
Water Sports Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit #9). A phone call was placed 
to the executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA wamings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope waming manual and labels 
promulgated by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits #6-7). No attempt 
was made to contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned 
statement as to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials of the recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting, as well as 
other activities (e.g., parasailing). This restriction was generated from the numerous 
incidents occurring in the recreational area and subsequent interviews with related parties 
and various agencies (see Exhibit #8 for restriction proposal and related correspondence). 
The law enforcement specialist also stated that the park rangers have generated 
approximately 10 additional reports regarding contact with individuals subsequently 
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preparing to participate in tube kiting. All individuals were alerted to the newly imposed 
ban, and no additional reports of injuries were noted. In addition, the law enforcement 
specialist at the recreational park/area determined, after watching the product's 
instmctional video (DVD) on numerous occasions, that the video narrator discloses that 
the boat operator (and rider) should go only between 10-20mph, but the video 
consistently shows boat operators going between 30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain 
flight. 

The victim is currently considering litigation and joining a class-action lawsuit, which is 
spearheaded by an attomey that represents the family of an individual who died while 
riding the product. Hence, the victim has deferred any additional inquiries until he can 
determine how he wishes to proceed. Shortly after the incident, the victim's wife wrote 
an email to the manufacturer explaining the incident and the perceived hazardous nature 
ofthe product. The victim and his wife received only an automatically generated 
response that their message was received, but have not been personally contacted by the 
manufacturer. 

Though the father-in-law maintains custody ofthe product, he did not retain the purchase 
receipt and does not have any related product information or dociimentation, and does not 
intend to use the product again and adamantly believes that the product is unsafe and 
should be removed frorn the market. The father-in-law reported that he will retain 
custody ofthe product as he is considering pursuing legal action against the 
manufacturer. Photographs ofthe incident product were requested on numerous 
occasions, but neither the father-in-law nor brother-in-law has provided any photographs 
to CPSC.The father-in-law did not report any damage to the product (i.e., post-incident). 
On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit #1. 

Product Identification; 

The prodiict,is a Wego kite tube''''^, and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
wTVw.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $499.00 with exemplar units located in retailers also 
listed as $499.00. The product is largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent 
striping and a sectional red border with various product labeling and identification, which 
includes various skull graphics. The product maintains an "840D'' nylon covering and 
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panoramic, see-through double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe 
product. Near the rear ofthe product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A 
handle system is located undemeath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight 
different circular slots that offer the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The 
product is also equipped with a three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 
45, 55, and 65 feet. The front ofthe product maintains a molded, aluminum connector for 
attachment to the tow rope. 

The product was purchased at: 

Marine Products Pro Shop 
949 W 1700 S 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104 
(801)973-4017 

Various wamings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" waming (Exhibit #1, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains wamings . 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit #10), the exemplar packaging does 
not reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads 
that "Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit #1, photo 7). 
Although two additional waming can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel 
slotting system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar 
packaging or website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit #1, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit #1, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual.. .With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected, and no incident product photographs 
could be obtained, though requested. 
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Exhibits: 

A. CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
1. Front view of exemplar product packaging 
2. Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exernplar 

packaging 
3. Exemplar product's model number and UPC 
4. UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5. Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
7. Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8. Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9. Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
10. Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
11. Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12. Riding instructions on exemplar product (packaging—bottom) 
13. Side view of exemplar product 
14. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 

B. Notice of Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C. Local Official Incident Report— (6 pages) 
D. Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E. Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F. Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G. Photos of WSIA waming labels—tow ropes and tubes (1 page) 
H. Local Recreational Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
I. Intemet Written Response (i.e., "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J. Photo of Product as Seen on Manufacturer's Website (1 page) 
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Photographs of Wego Kite Tube—Exemplar Product 
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Photo#l: Front view of exemplar product packaging 
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Photo #2: Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar packaging 
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Photo #3: Exemplar product's model number and UPC. 
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Photo #4: UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

NOTJCE OF INSPECTION 
1. DATEi 

<7>li(,/oG 
2. TIM 

-A Jul. iZ_P., M. 

3. FROM (Area Officsand Addrett) um (Area UTTieaana Aooreut \ 

Cfsc- CVi'Aj Ch) 

NAME AND TITLE OFylWDIVtDUAL A 

\Jf/^(\ f l ^^^ /S , l ^ r irX i\<A. ^ ffl ^ z " 

^ B. FIRM NAM 

4. TO M (xrf/»•€ f^cKX 
C. NUIVtBER ANO STREET AOORESS uma cn Mi>iu 31 n BE I n u u n c a a \ 

3fcg ^^h^rcoicLro ( I 2 Z A 
0 . CITY, STATE ANO ZIP CODE 

OAAd. cA ?-1fcg4 
Notice of Inspection is hereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Fabrics Act (15 U.S.C. 1191 etseq.); 

• Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.); 

• Sections 16, 19 ahd 27 ofthe Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2065, 2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) ofthe Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
. in connection with the Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970 (15 U.S.C. 1471 er seq.)] and/or 

• Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 LJ.S.C. 1270(b)). 

Refer to the back of this form for a discussion of inspectional authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

g. PURPOSES OF INSPECTION ANO NATURE OF INFORMATION TO 8E OBTAINED AND/OR COPIED. 

Tbe purpose of tliis inspection is to obtain information; to review and obtain copies of items including but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, in order to enforce or de-

, tsrmine compliance with the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

6. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Those from whom information is requested should state whether any of the information submitted is believed 
to contain or relate to a trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
confidential and whether any of the information is beUeved to be entitled to exemption from disclosure by the 
f in.m.wni»., in.s i t n A a r r k « n m u i c i n n i n f that P r»» r4n>n n f T n f n r m - i f i n n A r t { \ ' \ l i ^ C S ^ ' ^ \ A t i u « t3 t l>mi>nr aSSArf i r lD 
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Surtajvary t 
D i s p a t c h e d t o s i n g l e p e r s o n s k i e r / t t t b i e r i n j u r y boac a c c i d e n t . Responded 
t o A n t e l o p e Poiric where Cl.as.sic LLfegliard A.ir Metlical S e r v i c e was on 
s c e n e ti^ith. t h e . In ju red s u b j e c t . I n j u r e d s ixbjecc was f lown co F l a g s t a f f , 
we remaine<i on s c e n e t o concLuct a laoat a c c i d e j j t i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

A3.ss.9iiBi©ncs I • 
At a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1400 hotirsi o a 04-07-OC Ranger S t o l h a n d and I were 
re< |uesced t o a s s i s t w i t h a. m e d i c a l B.nk b o a t a c c i d e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n at. 
Afl te lope Po.int l a u n c h ramp-. j 
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iJajfratlva: [ 
we arri'i?ed at Antelope Point launch "rsmp and observed Classic Lifeguard 
helicopter. NPS ambulance and additional NPS rangers on scene with the 
injured subjlect, "jijilllMilifltliiiif " (identified by word of mouth by his father-
in-law^: IMMRMM''^*^' - Rangers on scene requested us to do traffic 
control and complete a boat accident^ investigation. 

Boat operator ^flMHMMMP^' (identified by word of mouth) dsscribed the 
Circumstances of the accident as follows. mMmmMi was cowing ^HiH^ on a 
kite tube approximately 75' behind his boat. <il||g)MnP had been riding the 
kite ciibe and bouncing 1-2' above the surface of che water prior co che 
accident. 'v^flfKtK^SSttfiA^ '̂̂ ^ observing ej|||||||̂.i at the cime of che accident. 
He described rhe kice cube as lifting approximately 15' above che vjacer 
surface, invert and drop rapidly back co the water surface wich MUmHW* 

seated he iiTim̂ diately called for assistance (via marine band 
,dio) and turned, the boat around to, retrieve *8eQllHMIi>who was at thac time 

face down in chs w^ter, unresponsive^ floacing by his PPD. &tltSUIStS^ 
reporced thac Ĵ S&SSu& was in che water for 2 0-40 seconds before he was 
pulled by boat passengers onto the boat. mmsmtH deacrlbed'WlBBiiln as 
unresponsive and gurgling wacer and blood as they traveled from th© 
accident scene (up lake from Antelope Pome near the turn off to Padre 
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GLCA KITE TUBING ^̂ mm% 

CASE# DATE RANGER INCIDENT COMMENTS 
06-0297 4/7/2006CLASSIC 
D6-0297 4/7/2006JOSTAD 
36-0941 5/22/2006BF CLINIC 
D6-0941 5/22/2006VANDRAGT 
D6-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 
D6-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
D6-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
D6-1334 6/3/2006STARK 
36-1301 6/2/2006MOWAT 
36-1526 6/10/2006SAMPLE 
36-1533 6/10/2006LARSON 

EMSALS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (seiv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
EMSALS (serv) 
EMSBLS (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
SAR (serv) 
ACCKITEPI (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 
ASSTCTZN (serv) 

29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
29 YOM FELL 30 FT FROM WATER KITE TUBE 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
34 YOM KITE TUBING ACCIDENT 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
14 YOF KITE TUBING (30 FT FALL) 
26 YOM W/NECK INJURY FROM KITE TUBING 
VERBAL CONTACT WITH KITE TUBER 
EDUCATIONAL CONTACT FOR KITE TUBING 

Page 1 
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Kevin Schneider 

06/08/2006 07:41 AM 
MST 

To: Kitty Roberts/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Nancie EAmes/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Susan Perklns/GLCA/NPSiaiNPS, Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Stan 
Burman/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Pat Quinn/GLCA/NPS@NPS, Hank 

cc: 
Subject Fw: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

fyi 

Kevin Schneider 
Management Assistant 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
Rainbow Bridge National Monument 
928-608-6208 
— Fonwarded by Kevin Schneider/GLCA/NPS on 06/08/2006 07:40 AM —• 

"Paul Ostapuk" 
<postapuk@cableone.n 
et> 

06/08/2006 07:39 AM 
MST 

To: <Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov> 
cc: 

Subject: Contact with Kite Tube Manufacturer and Distributers 

Hi Kevin, 

I wanted to let you know that the Friends of Lake Powell has started a letter writing campaign to remove 
this new dangerous product from the market 

Have spoken to the manufacturer (Sportsstuff) and several distributors asking them to give this product 
immediate attention. 

Thank you for your recent press release and have fun at the celebrations at Park Service Headquarters, 
am on my way out of town to the Old Spanish Trail Annual Convention and will miss today's planned 
activities. 

Paul Ostapuk ^ 
Friends of Lake Powell 

7^70 

mailto:Kevin_Schneider@nps.gov
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"Robert Baron" 
<erfpmd1(g>cox.net> 

06/07/2006 10:06 PM 
MST 

To: "Mayer, Mike" <Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov> 
cc: "Steve Luckesen" <Luckesen@Hughes.Net>, 

<erfpmd1@cox.net> 
Subject: FW: Kite Tubes 

"Baron, Robert"' 

FYi 

From: Robert Baron [mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2006 10:06 PM 
To: Kitty Roberts (Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov) 
Subject: Kite Tubes 

Kitty. 

I have been following the cases of injuries concerning the operation of Kite Tubes. I believe the 
information collected on the lake, the need to airlift 4 people from the lake in 3 weeks with 1 having a 
broken neck and 2 others having major chest injuries suggests that this "toy" is just plain too dangerous. 
If you have not seen video clips of the use of these kites, please go to KUTV.com, click on the video 
section in the upper right hand corner and click the button that says "see all". Scroll through the options 
and there you will find a clip from 6/5 & 6/5. These videos show graphically what can happen wifh these 
devices. 

Kitty, I have heard that your Rangers are suggesting the writing of a compendium that would ban the use 
of these Kite Tubes on the lake. From an injury prevention viewpoint, I have to agree. Please let me 
know how this all progresses. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Baron 

q^f 

mailto:Mike_Mayer@NPS.gov
mailto:Luckesen@Hughes.Net
mailto:erfpmd1@cox.net
mailto:erfpmdl@cox.net
mailto:Kitty_Roberts@nps.gov
http://KUTV.com
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Bmce Malloy 

05/10/2006 09:34 AM 
CDT 

To: Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS 
cc: Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, Dennis Weiland/CH1C/NPS@NPS, 

Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, Linden Schlenker/B1CA/NPS@NPS. 
Mark Law/GLCA/NPScSNPS, Mattiiew Senulis/U\MR/NPS@NPS, Mike 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingU 

Thanks for the heads up on this potentially dangerous activity. We have not experienced any interest in 
these types of "above the water" activities. But we anticipated that we would in the future, therefore last 
year we crafted and implemented a Compendium prohibition on ali of these activities except 
windsurfing/sailboarding. We have not had any comments, negative or positive, on this prohibition. 

y 1.5 Closures and Public Use Limits 
(a) Consistent with applicable legislation and Federal administrative policies, and based upon a 
determination that suck action is necessary for the maintenance of public health and safety, protection of 
environmental or scenic values, protection of natural or cultural resources, aid to scientific research, 
implementation of management responsibilities, equitable allocation and use of facilities, or the 
avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities, the superintendent may: 
(1) Establish, for all or a portion ofa park area, a reasonable schedule of visiting hours, impose public 
use limits, or close all or a portion ofa park area to all public use or to a specific Use or activity. 

Kitesurfing, kiteboarding, hang gliding, and parasailing (board riding while attached to 
wind-driven parachute-like objects or wing devices and/or towed by a vessel or vehicle) are 
prohibited. The closure Is In effect on all park waters. 

Kitesurfing/boarding, hang gliding, and parasailing within the National Recreation Area has been 
deemed an inappropriate activity given safety concems and resource conflicts that the park is 
mandated to prevent. The reservoir is a highly used public area with many recreational activities 
including swimming, fishing, camping, and boating. These activities have a long history of 
compatible use, Kitesurfing/boarding, and parasailing requires large open areas free of people, 
obstacles, and other activities. Accepted safety practices by kitesurfing/boarding and parasailing 
associations and groups advocate no kiteboard or parasailing use in swim areas and avoidance of 
obstacles. A kite or parasail being operated in the air has a reach of at least 100' and kite lines under 
tension can cut anything they touch like a razor. Hang gliding while attached to a vessel or vehicle is 
also prohibited due to the inherent safety risks associated with this activity and the dangers to others 
either in the towing vessel/vehicle or others nearby. A closure will ensure the safety of park visitors 
and avoidance of conflict among visitor use activities. This closure does not include 
sailboarding, where a sail is permanently affixed to the board. 

Bruce Malloy 
Chief Ranger 
Amistad National Recreation Area 
4121 Veterans Blvd. 
Del Rio, Texas 78840 
830-775-7492 exL 213 

Randy Y Larson 

Randy Y Larson 

05/09/2006 12:39 PM 
CDT 

To: Mike Mayer/GLCA/NPS@NPS 
cc: Bruce Malloy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS, 

Dennis Weiland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Linda Alick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS, 
Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS 

Subject: Re: Kite TubingD 

^71 
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We have not experienced Kite Tubing but the rage on the coastlines of the country over the last several 
years is Kiteboarding (also called Kitesurfing). Kiteboarders use smallish like suri'boards with footstraps 
tethered by a 30 meter kevlar line to a parachute. With strong winds kiteboarders use the parachute sail 
to achieve surface speeds of 30 MPH and in doing so can actually "take off" and get airborne for brief 
periods. 

Our primary concern was a myriad of visitor safety conflicts. At 20-30 MPH a kevlar line could actually 
sever a limb or neck of a sunbather, swimmer, windsurfer, etc. Further compounding our issue is that 
PAIS is one of the top 5 windsurfing areas in the country. Windsurfing is embraced and managed by the 
park and fully compatible with our mission. However the two issues were not compatible together. 
Windsurfers generally sail perpendicular to the wind while kiteboarders travel parallel with the wind. What 
we were seeing was an "unguarded intersection" with the potential for a cross collision or "clothesline" at 
a combined speed of 35-50 MPH. A kevlar line across a body could be disastrous. 

We spent a lot of time debating the issue in the park and I met with two local outfitters in Corpus Christi 
who had the majority ofthe kiteboarding business. As I looked into accepted safety practices by 
kiteboarding associations and various kiteboarding group I found commonly accepted standards that 
advocated no kiteboard use in swim areas and avoidance of crowded beaches. In the end a closure was 
deemed necessary to ensure the safety of park visitors and avoid conflict with other visitor use activities. 

We talked over the applicability of 36 CFR 2.17 with the Solicitor, WASO, and others. We received mixed 
opinions on the applicability of 2.17, so in the end a compendium closure was crafted which prohibits 
Kiteboarding at PAIS. 

Surprisingly the closure has gone well. I think the safety issue was pretty obvious to everyone and it 
helped having many alternative sites outside the park for Kiteboarding. 

Hope this helps. 

Randy Larson 
Chief Ranger 
Padre Island National Seashore 
(361)949-8173x237 

Mike Mayer 

Mike Mayer 
05/08/2006 11:51 AM 
MST 

To: Dennis Welland/CHIC/NPS@NPS, Dale Antonich/LAME/NPS@NPS. 
Bruce MalIoy/AMIS/NPS@NPS, Matthew Senulis/LAMR/NPS@NPS, 
Randy Y Larson/PAIS/NPS@NPS, Linda AIick/CURE/NPS@NPS, 
Linden Schlenker/BICA/NPS@NPS, Mark Law/GLCA/NPS@NPS 

cc: 
Subject Kite Tubing 

The next thing that wili cause us trouble with injuries and deaths. Kite Tubing. Three weeks ago we had 
our first near fatality from this activity. If you haven't seen this you need to go to the web site, 
v/ww.sportstuff.com. Its made by WEGO Kite Tube and in my estimation they won't be in business long. 

Our guy was 75' behind the boat, traveling 28 mph, and about 10-12 feet off the water. The kite tube 
inverted and plunged or rammed the water surface. Seems innocent enough, but 30mph forward speed + 
accelerated downward plunge = unconscious tuber with three broken ribs and punctured lung. He was 
pulled from the water, unconscious and face down (est 45 sec.) by his party and taken to shore where we 
air lifted him. We have a history of folks that died from cliff jumping from 20-30 feet and routinely die 
from 70+ feet. 

It won't be long until someone figures out that if we put a 400 foot rope on the kite tube then it can get 50 

791 
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feet in the air. 

I am just curious if any of you have experienced this yet? 

Mike Mayer 
Chief Ranger 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
office 928-608-6253 
cell 928-640-0429 
928-608-6259 FAX Office 

Q77 
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Boating Message Board and 
Forum 

jiay Sehneider 
Warrant CJfficer. 
Meriiber # 2i67 

^posted June 21, 2006 11:31 AMJiine 21, 2006 08:31 AM CHQ 

Given the recent online discussions about the dangers 
of using flying tubes like the Wego Kite Tube on this 
and other forums, we at Sportsstuff would like to 
reiterate the importance of its proper usage. 

There are Inherent risks with any water sport, these 
risks are significantly reduced when the item is 
properly used under the recommended guidelines. 

The Wego kite tube is an extremely popular item and 
is unlike any other watersport activity. This means that 
the boat driver, spotter, and rider are all beginners. 
Take it easy, learn Ih light steady wind, start slow. Do 
not over-estimate your ability, Kiting takes a practiced 
level of skill. 

No other towable inflatable on the market has such an 
extensive system of warnings and instruction - starting 
with the packaging, the user's manual, the included 
instructional DVD, the three segment tow rope that is 
specifically designed to allow a progression of rope 
length and height relative to user experience, and 
many vvarning patches printed on the surface of the 
tube reiterating the proper usage guidelines. In 
addition, the "slogans and markings on the item itself 
are there specifically to remind the rider of the possible 
dangers involved in the misuse ofthis item. To lessen 
your risk of serious injury or death, follow the rules. 

The guideline manuals and instructional video that are 
packaged with the Item are available directly from our 
website at: http://www.sportsstuff com 

Along with the impressive sales numbers and 
numerous accolades received on this item, the Wego 
Kite Tube was also awarded the prestigious Sporting 
Goods Manufacturers Association - Sports Product of 
the Year award for 2006. 

SportsStuff follows the guidelines set forth by the 
Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA), is an active 
member o f the safety board, and takes the safety and 
weNbeing of our customers very seriously. 

So please follow the guidelines, use common sense, 
practice safe boating, and have fun! 

I f you are Interested in learning more about the Kite 
Tube, please visit http://www, sportsstuff com or call 
888-814-8833 and let our friendly customer service 
staff answer your questions 

ffs-

http://www.sportsstuff
http://www
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Photo #1: Product as seen on manufacturer's website 
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Contact List: 

(victim) 

Date of Contact: June 26, 2006 

(consumer of product and boat operator) 

Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 

(victim's brother-in-law) 

5ate of Contact: June 30, 2006 

Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928)608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Sportsstuff, Inc. (product manufacturer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833—P 
www. sportsstuff. com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 
CPSC Investigator made contact, not respondent 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor—Wego) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www.dmpmarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 
CPSC Investigator made contact, not respondent 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer—Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510)535-6161—P 
(510) 535-1787—F 
www.marinemax.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 
CPSC Investigator made contact, not respondent 
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Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P.O. Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407)251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquarters@earthlink.net 
Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 

mailto:wsiaheadquarters@earthlink.net


1. Task Number 
060614HCC3604 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 05 22 

2. Investigator's ID 
1947 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 21 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 34 year-old male sustained a broken rib on his left side while riding a tube kite, a sudden gust ofwind elevated him 
approximately 40 feet into the air and the tube kite subsequently tilted drastically to the left. The victim and product 
began to descend rapidly towards the water. The victim landed in the water after he released the handle system and 
prepared himself for a "hard landing" by crossing his arms across his chest. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 
8. City 
BULLFROG 

9. State 
UT 

IOA. FirstProduct 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

10C. Model Number 
53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

118. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

110. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
34 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

31-UPPER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

2 0 / 2 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
01 - Fire or Police Dept. 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes O No # Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/11/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9021 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660350C 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the victim 
who is also the consumer ofthe product. Additional information was obtained through, 
intemet research, discussions with related officials and official reports. The investigation 
was generated by a report submitted by local officials. The involved product is a circular 
tube kite. There were two separate, but related incidents involving the same product 
during a four-day period, though only one incident resulted in medical treatment. 

The victim is a 34 year-old male who stands six feet tall and weighs approximately 
1851bs. The victim has extensive boating and water recreational experience. The victim 
has owned a boat since 1998 and has participated in water skiing, jet skiing, and 
wakeboarding for at least 15 years. The victim has one previous incident wherein he 
sustained an injury while participating in a water recreational activity. In 2003, the victim 
was wakeboarding and fell into the water, breaking two ribs. The victim attributed the 
incident to his attempt to attain a higher elevation while wakeboarding. Though the 
victim's wife (hereafter, "wife") was the boat operator during this incident, and only had 
a limited amount of experience towing the victim (less than one year), the victim reported 
that he was solely responsible for failing to control the wakeboard. The victim stated that 
he fully recovered from the incident and his injuries and continued participating in water 
recreational activities. 

Shortly after watching the instruction video (demo) on the manufacturer's website, the 
victim purchased the product through an online distributor/retailer approximately 2-3 
weeks prior to the incident. The victim had no prior experience with the product before 
embarking on the four-day trip. No other participant was known to have any experience 
with the product. The product remained in the original packaging until the beginning of 
the trip (i.e., four days prior to the incident). The victim, his wife, female friend, and 
brother and sister-in-law all watched the instructional video (DVD) that accompanied the 
product prior to its use. The victim reported that he did not thoroughly read the owner's 
manual that accompanied the product prior to using the product, but only "scanned" it, 
and relied heavily on the instructional video for instruction and guidance. 

The participants on the four-day trip included the victim, his 27 year-old wife, his mother 
and father-in-law (both reportedly in their late 40's), his 25 year-old brother-in-law, his 
24 year-old sister-in-law, and a 21 year-old female friend. The boat used for towing the 
product during riding was a 1998, 27-foot, 300 horsepower inboard/outboard motorboat. 
The victim reported that he has had no recent mechanical problems with the boat. The 
first use ofthe product occurred three days prior to the victim's incident. The three-
segmented tow rope, which was part ofthe product, was attached to the product and boat 
by the victim, and the tow rope remained at its greatest length of 65 feet during the entire 
four-day trip. The victim incurred no difficulty in tethering the tow rope to either the boat 
or the product. The victim reported that the tow rope remained tethered to the product 
during the entire trip, and was only periodically detached from the motorboat. The victim 
inflated the product according to the instructional video's direction (i.e., "until very 
firm"). 

On the first day of product use the weather was pleasant and clear with only a slight 
breeze. Although there were other water vessels in the area, the victim's party never had 
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to alter their direction or course while boating/riding the product. All product riders wore 
bathing suits and a life vest. No participant wore a helmet, though the victim usually 
wears a helmet while water skiing. The victim and the other riders decided that the form 
of communication the rider would use to indicate to the spotter or boat operator to slow 
down or stop the boat, would be to raise his/her hand high. This was decided as the 
participants agreed that the usual visual sign of dragging the hand across one's throat to 
signify slow down or stop may not be visible to the spotter or boat operator. The victim 
also subsequently leamed that any communication via the clear plastic window located 
near the front ofthe product was not be possible as the plastic consistently became 
fogged up almost immediately upon riding. 

The victim was the first individual to attempt to ride the product and incurred no 
incidents during his ride. The victim's father-in-law acted as the "spotter" during the 
victim's first ride. The victim's wife was the boat operator during the victim's ride and 
reported no difficulty. On this day, the victim rode the product on two separate occasions. 
However, the victim was unable to attain elevation at any time while riding the product 
and became tired firom attempting to "lift" the product's nose out ofthe water (i.e., attain 
"flight").Thus, the victim made no further attempts to ride the product until two days 
later. 

The second individual to ride the product was the victim's 21 year-old female friend 
(hereafter, "friend") who stood at 5'2 and weighed approximately lOOlbs. The victim was 
the boat operator during the friend's ride. It is unknown who acted as the "spotter" while 
the friend was riding the product. The victim stated that the boat never traveled over 
30mph during his firiend's ride. The friend was riding the product for approxirriately 5-10 
minutes and attained elevation no higher than 10 feet while on the product. During a 10-
20 second period when the product and rider were airbome approximately 5 feet, the 
product began to rotate approximately 45 degrees (i.e., the product remained on its 
current axis and rotated much like a clock). When the victim, who was the currerit boat 
operator, observed the friend having difficulty controlling the product, he gradually 
reduced the boat's speed to enable the friend to safely land the product onto the water. 
The victim estimated that the boat was traveling approximately 15-20 mph when the 
product made contact with the water. However, when the side ofthe product made 
contact with the water (it is unknown which side), the friend was "ejected" from the 
product and "skipped across the water". The friend sustained no injuries and the product 
was not damaged. The victim cannot recall if the friend rode the product on a subsequent 
occasion during the four-day trip. 

Between when the friend's incident occurred and when the victim experienced his 
incident two days later, the other participants (i.e., wife, sister and brother-in-law) used 
the product without incident. The victim reported that the other participants also • 
remarked on the product rotating while elevated above the water, thus making the product 
difficult to control, and that brother-in-law also had difficulty in attaining product 
elevation. The victim concluded that the males maintained a heavier weight, which was 
preventing the product from attaining elevation; therefore, on May 20, 2006, at some 
point during the day (two days prior to the victim's incident), the victim decided that the 
product needed more air and inflated the product on a second occasion. The victim did 

7A 



060614HCC3604 

not report how much additional air was placed into the product, or if the product actually 
incurred a reduction in air during the first two days of riding. No other information 
regarding the other participant's riding experiences was obtained, except that no incidents 
were noted and no injuries were sustained. 

The victim's incident occurred on May 22, 2006 at approximately 1:00pm. The report 
from local officials (Exhibit C) lists the weather as "cloudy" and categorized the visibility 
as "fair" while the winds were listed as "strong" (i.e., between 15-25mph) and the water 
condition was termed, "rough", indicating that the waves were between 2 and 6 feet. The 
victim concurred that the wind had increased over the two previous days. The wife was 
the boat operator during the victim's ride and had over three years of experience of 
towing the victim (her husband) during water recreational activities. During the victim's 
ride the boat was moving against (into) the wind. The father-in-law again acted as the 
"spotter" during the victim's ride while the mother-in-law was the "flag person" (i.e., the 
individual who is responsible for raising the flag to alert other boaters to a person adrift in 
the water). 

On the day ofthe incident, the victim rode the product only on one occasion, and for a 
total of 1-2 minutes. The boat was traveling at approximately 30mph during the victim's 
ride. The victim made several attempts to attain elevation ("lift") by "bunny hopping" 
while in the product (i.e., the victim, while holding onto the handle system, would jump 
slightly while lifting the product's nose out ofthe water). On two attempts the victim was 
able to attain an elevation between 3-10 feet and maintain elevation for 3-5 seconds. On 
each attempt, the victim could only gain elevation through "bunny hopping" the product. 

On the last (third) attempt, the victim was able to attain an elevation of approximately 10 
feet and maintain that height for 5-10 seconds. While at that elevation, a sudden wind 
came from the front and underneath ofthe product and lifted the product and victim into 
the air approximately 40 feet. During ascension, the victim became extremely concemed 
and kept his body still. The victim reported that after the sudden wind gust that it took 
only a few seconds before he reached the peak elevation of 40 feet. The victim reported 
that he could not communicate with the "spotter" or boat operator of his concem and 
desire to reduce his height. The victim and product remained 40 feet above the water for 
approximately 5 seconds before the product unexpectedly began to tilt/tip drastically to 
the left approximately 45 degrees. The victim reported that the boat did gradually slow 
down, but cannot recall if the boat slowed down before the product began to tilt or after. 
As the product tilted to its left, it lost all "lift", and the victim and product began to fall 
towards the water. As the product descended towards the water the victim prepared 
himself for a "hard landing" and let go ofthe handle system crossed his arms across his 
chest when the product was approximately 5 feet above the water. The victim was 
cognizant ofthe fact that he was not going to land while in the product, but would land 
directly in the water due to the drastic tilting ofthe product. 

The victim landed in the water on his left side, and immediately had the "wind knocked 
out of him". The boat immediately tumed around and the brother-in-law assisted the 
victim into the boat as the victim was unable to use his left arm. The victim and others 
retumed to the houseboat and the victim tried to lie dovm and rest, but had difficulty 
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breathing as he left side was causing him significant discomfort. The victim remained on 
the couch for 5-10 minutes, but decided to get up and walk around. Once the victim 
began walking around, he began to. cough up a small amount of blood and became 
concemed. His mother-in-law, who is a nurse, suggested he seek medical treatment and 
drove the victim to a nearby local clinic for emergency, medical freatment. After receiving 
an evaluation, the medics arranged for the victim to be fransported by air ambulance to a 
nearby hospital. The victim received further evaluations, which revealed that he sustained 
one broken rib on his left side. All subsequent testing was negative for any other injuries. 
The victim reports that although he has made significant progress in his recovery, he still 
has soreness in his left side. 

The victim reported that he adamantly believes that the product is unsafe for various 
reasons. The victim reported that all participants that rode the product noted that the 
product rotated while in the air, which made it very difficult to control. The victim also 
stated that communication between the rider and the "spotter" and/or boat operator is 
exfremely difficult, and is exacerbated by the fogging ofthe plastic window that is on the 
bottom ofthe product and is assumed to facilitate communication. The victim's wife 
made numerous phone calls to the manufacturer explaining the incident and the perceived 
hazardous nature ofthe product and requested a full refund. However, the manufacturer 
initially offered to only exchange the product. After a total of at least six phone calls to 
the manufacturer and retailer, the victim was finally granted a refiind in June 2006. 

The manufa'cturer intimated to the victim that a shipping document will be mailed to him 
regarding the retum ofthe product, but the victim has not yet received the necessary 
shipping paperwork and maintains custody ofthe incident product. The victim reported 
that the product did not sustain any damage during the incident. The victim does not 
intend to ride the product again and has been contacted by an attomey who is 
spearheading a class-action lawsuit against the manufacturer (the attomey currently 
represents the family of an individual who was killed while riding the product). 

Intemet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson (Exhibit I), which 
stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit I). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA wamings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in anyway. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope wamings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits F & G). No attempt was made to 
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contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials ofthe recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting. This 
restriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit H for 
resfriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequently preparing to participate in tube kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, after watching the product's instmctional video (DVD) on 
numerous occasions, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
only between 10-20mph, but the video consistently shows boat operators going between 
30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain flight. 

On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit A. 

Product Identiflcation: 

The product is a Wego kite tubeT"^, and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $399.00 and $50.00 for shipping. The product is , 
largely yellow in color with wide black diagonal accent striping and a sectional red 
border with various product labeling and identification, which includes various skull 
graphics. The product maintains an "840D" nylon covering and panoramic, see-through 
double plastic windows that are located near the front ofthe product. Near the rear ofthe 
product is a parallel slotting system cockpit for the rider. A handle system is located 
undemeath the nylon covering and is accessible via eight different circular slots that offer 
the rider eight different "non-slip" handle positions. The product is also equipped with a 
three-segmented tow rope that is adjustable to lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet. The front of 
the product maintains a molded, aluminum connector for attachment to the tow rope. 

http://www.sportsstuff.com


060614HCC3604 

The product was obtained through an online purchase with "Online Marine" (1-888-933-
2628) (www.oiilinemarine. com). 

Various wamings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" waming (Exhibit A, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains wamings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit A, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit J), the exemplar packaging does not 
reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads that 
"Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit A, photo 7). Although 
two additional waming can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel slotting 
system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar packaging or 
website. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit A, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (̂ Emphasis added). Instmctional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit A, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual.. .With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected. Photographs ofthe incident product have 
been requested and are pending. 
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Exhibits: 

A. CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
1. Front view of exemplar product packaging 
2. Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar 

packaging 
3. Exemplar producf s model number and UPC 
4. UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5. Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
7. Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8. Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9. Product information—labeling on front of exemplar product 
10. Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
11. Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12. Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging—bottorfi) 
13. Side view of exemplar product 
14. Product's features—as listed on exemplar product's packaging (side) 

B. Notice of Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C. Local Official Incident Report (5 pages) 
D. Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E. Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F. Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G. Photos of WSIA waming labels—tow ropes and tubes (1 page) 
H. Local Recreational Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
I. Intemet Written Response (i.e., "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J. Photo of Product as Seen on Manufacturer's Website—July 5, 2006 (1 page) 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

NOTJCE OF INSPECTION 

I .DATEi 

Tr iMl 

_A.M .-a _P.M. 

3. FROM (Area Officsand Addres*) um (Area uiTicaana AoareMi \ 

C f s c - CVi'AJ C A 

A. NAME AND TITUS OFylWDIVtOUAL 

• ^ ^ ^ t / ^ Ari :^ 
- y 

«i <n ^<fj ^ / -f B. FIRMNAMI 

4. TO H J T T K P ^ - ^ fACKX 
C. NUMBER AND STREET ADDRESS munnacn MiMu a iMcc I Muuncao \ 

I36S ^MJ^^rcc^cLfo ( I2%S') 
D. CITY, STATE ANO ZIP CODE 

O A U A c A lAtoolo 
Notice of Inspection is hereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Fabrics Act (15 U.S.C. 1191 etseq.); 

• Federal Trade Conunission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.); 

• Sections 16, 19 aiid 27 of the Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2065, 2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) ofthe Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
in connection with the Poison Prevention Pacicaging Act of 1970 (15 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.)] and/or 

• Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 U.S.C. i270(b)). 

Refer to the back of this form for a discussion of inspectional authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

5. PURPOSES OF INSPECTION ANO NATURE OF INFORMATION TO 86 OBTAINED AND/OR COPIED. 

The puqjose of tliis inspection is to obtain information; to review and obtain copies of items including but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, io order to enforce or de­
termine compliance with the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Conunission. 

6. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Those from whom information is requested should state whether any of the information submitted is believed 
to contain or relate to a trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
confidential and whether any of the information i 

tter which should be considered by the Commission to be AtC^D 
is beUeved to be entitled to exemption from disciostire by the / K / 
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060614HCC3604 

Contact List: 

aS^Ht 

(victim and consumer) 

Date of Contact: July 7, 2006 

Mark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928) 608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Sportsstuff, Inc. (product manufacturer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833—P 
www.sportsstuff.com 
Date of Contact; June 16, 2006 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www.dmpmarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer—Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510) 535-6161—P 
(510)535-1787—F 
www.marinemax.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P.O. Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407) 251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquarters(fl),earthlink.net 
Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 
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REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 0 29808 00518 5 

A 20-year-old male was knocked unconscious and received a concussion when the kite tube he was riding on suddenly 
crashed Into the water. His 21-year-old brother received chest injuries when the kite tube he was riding on lifted up to 
25 feet into the air and then suddenly crashed into the water. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

8. City 

OMAHA 

9. State 

NE 

10A. FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO KITE TUBE 
10C. Model Number 
53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E Circle Street, #A 
Omaha, NE 

11A. Second Product 

0 
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NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

110. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
20 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-site 

19. Time Spent 
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2 4 / 7 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
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22. Sample Collection Number 
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07/05/2006 
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8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 
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Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660349A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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INCIDENT REPORT 

The 45-year-old father ofthe 20 and 21-year old victims has been boating for over 30 
years. Over the last ten years the father has taken his sons water skiing and tubing on the 
Missouri River which is on the Nebraska/Iowa border. The father and mother own a 
cabin on the river where they vacation on weekends in the summer. The father described 
his sons as sports and water enthusiasts but not high risk takers. 

In January, 2006, the father began looking in boating catalogues at the new tubing 
products being offered. He saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet in 
diameter. The father stated that until now his sons had ridden on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. The picture showed the kite tube in the air about five to ten feet off the water 
while it was being towed by the boat. The father related that he thought the kite hibe 
looked like fun and went on the Intemet to check out the prices. 

On April 4, 2006, the father went to an area marine center that sold boats and accessories. 
At the center he saw the kite tube on display and inquired about the product. The marine 
center sales staff related that they had sold 50 of them at a recent boat show and had a 
video ofthe kite tube showing how it performed being pulled behind a boat. The father 
viewed the video at the center and related that the kite tube appeared to be very stable in 
the air while being pulled by the boat. Based on this video, the father ordered one ofthe 
kite tubes for his Sons to use in the upcoming summer. The kite tube arrived at the end of 
April, 2006 and the father picked it up on May 1, 2006. The regular cost ofthe kite tube 
was listed at $499 but the marine center sold it to the father at the boat show reduced 
price of $400. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture ofthis kite tube. 

l§&^^^m^^^^m^^^ 

Accompanying the kite tube was a 60 foot tow rope, video on how to use the tube and 
some product literature. The father stated that he and his sons viewed the video and read 
the product literature prior to using the kite tube. He added that he did not read the 
wamings printed on the kite tube as he believed they were the same as those mentioned in 
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the video and printed in the literature. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy ofthe video, 
owner's manual and product literature. 

On May 21, 2006, the father stated that he took his family to their cabin on the river and 
decided to use the kite tube for the first time. He recalls that it was a nice day with little 
or no wind. The father blew up the tube with the 12 volt pump that they had used with 
their other tubes and then attached one end ofthe new tow rope to his 1990 17 foot Well 
Craft Inboard/Outboard open bow sport boat with a 165 hp MerCmiser motor and the 
other end to the kite tube as instmcted in the product literature. He added that the tow 
rope was 60 feet in length but could be shortened by ten foot increments. On this day, the 
father adjusted the length ofthe tow rope to 40 feet. 

Both of his sons got into the kite tube separately with life jackets on, stood in the foot 
pockets and grabbed the handles on the kite tube. Neither son had any prior experience 
with this size of tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tube. 
The father was driving the boat and the mo.ther was riding in the boat. As they took off, 
the son would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe 
kite tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the 
kite tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. 
The father related that he tried various speeds up to 40 mph but each time the tube would 
start to lift off the water, it would buckle in the middle. He added that the tube was also 
bending as it moved side to side in the water. 

A few days after this experience, the father went back to the marine center and reported 
the trouble they were having getting the kite tube off of the water. The marine staff 
advised that the kite tube was under inflated and showed the father a tube that was 
inflated to a solid state. The marine staff recommended using a larger pump and showed 
the father one with 1 lOV, 3 psi for $70 which he purchased. 

The next weekend. May 28*, the father took his wife and 20-year-old son out to the 
cabin. He blew up the kite tube with the new pump to a solid state. The father attached 
the tow rope to the boat at a 40 foot length and then later extended the rope length to 60 
feet. He added that his son got into the kite tube, stood in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the tube. The father was driving the boat and the mother was video taping 
her son on the tube. The father stated that as the driver, he was constantly adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tube in the air. As his son pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When it was about five to ten feet off the water, the father would try to maintain the 
speed ofthe boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the father would increase 
the speed. He added that he was always adjusting the speed and it was a constant 
leaming experience. The father related that while the tube was in the air, he was unable 
to see his son on the tube. He added that the tube has a plastic window that in theory 
allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. However, the plastic window is cloudy 
and the angle ofthe tube in the air does not allow either party to see each other. 

776 
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The father noted that the breeze dramatically affected the height ofthe kite tube off of the 
water. A small gust ofwind would easily lift the tube higher in the air as well as send it 
diving to the water. The father also noted that the cold water would cause the tube to 
deflate and they would have to go back to shore sporadically to add air to the tube. On 
this weekend, the mother video taped several of her 20-year-old son's rides on the tube 
which show the kite tube in the air as well as crashing down into the water and throwing 
her son off No injuries occurred this weekend. Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthis 
video. The first four chapters ofthe tape are footage from May 28*. 

On June 3, 2006, the father again went out to their cabin with his wife and sons. He 
inflated the kite tube to maximum and attached the tow rope at the 60 foot length. On 
this day there was a slight breeze and the first to ride on the tube was his 20-year-old son. 
His 21-year-old son rode on a skee-doo along side the boat. Also present in the boat was 
the mother who was video taping. The father stated that during this ride, they were able 
to get the kite tube off of the water on several occasions without incident. The ride lasted 
about 10-15 minutes as it was hard for the rider to hold onto the handles ofthe kite tube 
much longer and the tube needed to be somewhat re-inflated from the cold water. 
Attached as Exhibit "C" is a copy ofthis video. Chapters 5-7 are ofthe 20-year-old son 
earlier in the day and not ofthe injury incident. 

After this first ride and at about 1:00 PM, the 21-year-old son got on the kite tube with a 
life jacket and the 20-year-old rode the skee-doo along side. The father related that 
during this ride they hit speeds of up to 30 mph and were able to get the kite tube off of 
the water on several occasions without incident. After about five minutes of riding, the 
kite tube was up in the air when it tipped to the side and came down hard into the water 
knocking off his son. Attached as Exhibit "C" in chapter 8 ofthe home video is footage 
ofthis injury incident. 

From the 21-year-old who is 5'9" and 170# perspective, he stated that he got on the kite 
tube in the middle ofthe river and put his feet in the middle pockets and his hands on the 
middle handles. As they started off, the son pulled on the middle rope to lift the front of 
the tube out ofthe water so that water would not get on top ofthe tube. 

As they got going, the son held onto the tube handles and pulled back on them to lift the 
front ofthe tube so that it could get air to lift off the water. The son related that for about 
five minutes, they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water and then go back 
down and touch the water. He added that at times he would reach 30 feet in the air before 
the tube would come back down. On the final lift off, the tube made a 'swoop' in the air 
at 25 feet and then came down hard on its side to the water. When the tube hit the water 
the son was knocked off The son stated that he was a mnning back in high school 
football and never received a hit as hard as the one when he hit the water. He added that 
the wind was knocked out of him and he was coughing up blood. At this point, the 21-
year-old son decided he was finished for the day, rode the skee-doo back to the cabin and 

977 
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drove back home. The son related he continued to cough up blood for several hours 
before it stopped that evening. He added that his whole body hurt from the impact. 

The 21-year-old son reported that there is a window on the kite tube which is there to 
allow the rider and driver ofthe boat to see and signal each other; however, you cannot 
see through the window as it is cloudy. He added that when you are up in the air on the 
kite tube, there is nothing you can do to change the direction ofthe tube or make it come 
back down. The son related that he thought he would have more control as he had on the 
five foot tube. He added that when the kite tube is in the air, everything happens within a 
matter of seconds and you are merely along for the ride and have no confrol. 

Later in the day, the 20-year-old son decided to go for another ride on the kite tube. The 
father drove the boat as he had in prior rides, speeding up to get the kite tube off the 
water and slowing down a little when it went too high. The son's girl friend was in the 
boat as well as the mother. The father related that during this ride they hit speeds of up to 
30 mph and were able to get the kite tube off of the water on several occasions without 
incident. After a few minutes of riding, the kite tube was up in the air about five feet and 
then suddenly went up to 25 feet. It swooped, tipped upside down and came down hard 
into the water knocking off his son. There is no video tape ofthis incident. 

After the tube hit the water, the father saw his son floating face down and unconscious in 
the water. He immediately drove the boat over close to his son, jumped into the water 
and picked up his son. As they were lifting him into the boat, his son started to come 
around. At this point, they towed the kite tube back to shore and discontinued use. The 
father reported that there was no evident damage to the kite tube from the incidents. 

From the 20-year-old who is 5' 11" and 160# perspective, this was his third ride ofthe 
day and he was having fiin on the kite tube. He put his feet in the middle pockets and his , 
hands on the middle handles. As they started off, the son pulled on the middle rope to lift 
the front ofthe tube out ofthe water so that water would not get on top ofthe tube. As 
they got going, the son held onto the tube handles and pulled back on them to lift the 
front ofthe tube so that it could get air to lift off the water. The son related that for a few 
minutes, they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water and then go back down 
and touch the water. He added that on one lift off he was about five feet in the air when 
suddenly the tube went up several more feet, made a circle in the air and then came down 
hard to the water upside down. The son hit his back and head on the water and was 
knocked unconscious. The son recalls getting into the boat and not too much more about 
the incident. 

The 20-year-old reiterated what his brother had said about the kite tube having a window 
to allow the rider and driver ofthe boat to see and signal each other; however, you cannot 
see through the window as it is cloudy. He added that when you are up in the air on the 
kite tube, there is nothing you can do to change the direction ofthe tube or make it come 
back down. The 20-year-old also related that he thought he would have more confrol as 
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he had on the five foot tube. He added that when the kite tube is in the air, everything 
happens within a matter of seconds and you are merely along for the ride and have no 
confrol. 

The father stated that they stayed at the cabin into the evening. He added that they 
checked on their 20-year-old son often as they noticed that he was staring a lot. When 
they asked him how he was doing, he continued to repeat himself with the same answer 
that his ear was plugged. After talking with the victim's girlfriend who was a nursing 
student and contacting friends, the father and mother decided to take their son to the 
emergency room ofa nearby hospital to be checked out. 

Iniuries 

On June 3'̂ '̂  at 11:00 PM, the son arrived at the emergency room. The staff asked him 
questions about his age, what day it was, where he lived and the 20-year-old did not give 
the right answers to the questions. The victim then had a CAT scan which came back 
showing no bleeding or swelling. The hospital diagnosed a second degree concussion, 
prescribed ibuprofen and recommended the victim see his regular doctor on June 5*. 
They fiirther noted that the victim's memory should start coming back in the next few 
days. 

On June 4' , the mother talked with her 21-year-old son who said that he had found a 
bump on his side and still hurt all over. The mother mentioned that they were taking his 
brother to the doctor the next day and the 21-year-old decided to come along. 

On June 5' , they went to their family doctor and the memory ofthe 20-year-old son was 
checked and appeared to be getting better but he still did not remember the details ofthe 
incident. The 21-year-old had a chest x-ray that showed some cartilage between his ribs 
was out of place and swollen. The doctor stated that nothing was broken and the swelling 
should go down in the next few days. 

During the evening of June 5 , the 20-year-old noticed blood in his urine. The mother 
called the doctor and he said to bring the son in the next day. On June 6' the 20-year-old 
son went to the doctor and after miming some tests, diagnosed that he had kidney stones. 
The doctor referred the son to an urologist for examination. 

On June 7*, the son went to the urologist, an x-ray was taken and he went home. That 
evening, the 20-year-old son started to complain side and back pain. The father and 
mother took him to the emergency room for evaluation. When they got to the emergency 
room, the pain was starting to subside. The doctor speculated that the kidney stone was 
starting to move which was causing the pain. He gave the son some pain medication and 
sent him home. The doctor related that the kidney stone was probably present prior to the 
kite tube incident but was jarred loose from the impact when the son hit the water. 

779 
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Since that time, the 20-year-old continues to have side and back pain off and on. The 
family consulted with their physician and decided to have a dye test performed on their 
son to locate the kidney stone. This test is scheduled for Jiine 23"̂  . Attached as Exhibit 
"D" are copies of both sons' medical records noting the injuries, diagnosis and freatment. 

On June 5, 2006, the father called the marine center where he purchased the kite tube and 
reported the incidents. He added that they were not doing anything impractical with the 
kite tube, only trying like everyone else to get it to fly. The father reported that the kite 
tube was too unpredictable and unstable in how it performed. He added that the kite tube 
reacts to changes in tube inflation, speed ofthe boat and wind which is the most 
uncontrollable factor. The marine center told the father to bring the kite tube back and 
that they have had other retums too. The marine center offered a partial refund which was 
80% less of purchase price or $320. The father took part ofthe refund in merchandise 
and part in cash. 

These injury incidents were brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission through a television news article. In this article the girl fiiend ofthe 20-
year-old son reports the kite tube injury incident. This investigator received this 
assignment on June 15, 2006 and contacted a number of law enforcement authorities 
before locating the girl friend ofthe 20-year-old male victim. On June 20*, this 
investigator conducted an on-site interview with the girl friend and 20-year-old victim 
and on June 21^' this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the 21-year-old 
victim and his parents. During the interview with the parents, the father reported that he 
believes the kite tube is not safe as it is too unpredictable and unstable in how it performs. 
He added that the kite tube reacts to changes in tube inflation, speed ofthe boat, rider 
experience (including age, weight & height) and wind, which is the most unconfrollable 
factor. 

On June 20* and June 21^', this investigator went to the marine center where the kite tube 
had been purchased to obtain product information on the kite tube. The sales staff stated 
that they began selling the kite tube the second week of January, 2006 and estimated that 
to date they have sold about 38 ofthe kite tubes. The staff related that they have only had 
one retum and have not received any other complaints. In regards to the one retum 
which was from the consumer in this report, the staff had seen the video clip showed on 
the television news. They related that the kite tube was under inflated and that it 
appeared the consumer was going too fast (40-50 mph) and should not have gone faster 
than 25 mph which caused the incident. The sales staff allowed this investigator to take 
photographs of a kite tube on display that was inflated and hanging from the ceiling. The 
sales staff also provided copies ofthe instmctional video, product literature, catalog 
advertising and the 2006 catalog of products sold by the manufacturer ofthe kite tube. 
However, the kite tube was not featured in this catalog. Copies ofthis product 
information are included in Exhibit "B". 

[A/fD 
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved is a Wego Kite Tube, Model 53-5000 that is 10 feet in diameter x 
18" H when inflated and yellow, orange and black in color. The kite tube is pulled 
behind a motor boat and the rider holds onto handles on the top side ofthe tube and puts 
his feet into foot pockets. As the rider pulls on the handles, the front ofthe tube is lifted 
in the air. The air goes undemeath the tube causing it to lift off the water. The tube may 
raise sfraight up or act like a kite swiveling, swooping and tuming in the air. The kite 
tube has been known to reach heights of up to 30 feet in the air before coming back down 
to the water, ft has a UPC 0 29808 00518 5 andis manufactiired in China for: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E CIRCLE STREET, #A 
OMAHA, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085 
(888) 814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The father first saw the kite tube advertised in a catalogue called Overton's. In this 
catalogue the kite tube was described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 
Whip across the water like a deck tube or fly through the air like a bird! Experience 
the thrill of this ride as you rise above the water to incredible heights, leaving 
nothing but adrenaline in your wake. Designed with 840-denier nylon double skin 
cover with PU-coating, double stitching, two heavy-duty PVC bladders, speed safety 
valves, reinforced towing system, 9 padded handles with knuckle guards, neoprene 
padding for comfortable knees and legs, and double panel panoramic see thru 
window. 120" diameter. Not recommended for anyone under 12 yrs. of age, less 
than 100 lbs., or under 5'tall. Max. weight 200 lbs. 
12063 Wego Kite Tube Overton's 

499.99 

The kite tube is advertised on the Intemet and described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 
10ft diameter flying tube. 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of action towable to 
here, taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a 
deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight as you 
rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in 
your wake! The level of extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KIT TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

/GVf 
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The kite tube has the following features: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer configuration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Compiiterized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tube has wamings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directly on the kite tube top surface. The wamings on the kite tube are reiterated as 
follows: 

WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Not a Lifesaving Device. 
• Never Leave Children Unattended. 
• Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 
• Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
• Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
• The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 

towable cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 

• Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft. 
• Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 

to observe, and one or more to ride. 

/ADl 
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Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware of the towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the skills ofthe rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never operate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or all body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type III (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 lbs average 
tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet. 

• The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff or the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 
any kind arising out ofthe use ofthis product. It is the responsibility or the 
user to determine the proper suitability and safety ofthe product during 
normal use. This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the 
use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the 
product on a regular basis. 

102605.02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard approved 
boating course. 

• Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 

/Ad^ 
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Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust ofwind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height ofthe Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety ofthe rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up until 
the boat and tube plane out. As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the water, there v»111 be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you are 
doing. 
Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable to 
maintain control. 
Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard to 
wind and turbulence. 
Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 
In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45" angle to the water's surface. 
Avoid floating objects and all immoveable objects. 
All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 

[A/ 
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• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite will continue to be airborne. 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about the 

towable and your rider. Focus. 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles that the 

Kite tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite tube is designed to Kite into the 
wind. 

• Do not throw away your owner's manual. You must review periodically and 
especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite tube. 

• Unlike most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremendous 
drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag and the 
boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a lot of drag to 
no drag). 

• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable to nose 

under. This is called submarining. When you start moving forward, make 
sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the nose up during 
takeoff until the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs on the Kite tube. 
If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying attention, the towable 
could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which results in the towable 
acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately otherwise you will create 
too much drag on the boat and tube, causing something to break. 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say everything 
goes right and the Kite tube and rider are traveling at a sustained height 
above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its flight or 
crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat down to 5 
mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, because it is 
upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird position where it 
cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 

• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible safe 
manner and not try to "dump the rider". 

• Experience safe Kiting. 
©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE RIDER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

• Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
• Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden changes 

in height or direction. 
• Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper the water 

should be. 
• Never use in shallow waters. 
• Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light 

steady wind, start slow. 
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• Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to control 
kiting (rider is ballast). 
Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier person. 
Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
Keep tube's nose up when starting out, piill back on the ball/leash to help 
hold the nose up until the boat reaches planning speed. 
Rider safety is in the hands ofthe boat driver and spotter. 
Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines, and other 
immoveable objects. 
Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind flow. 
Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can Kite 
higher. 
Maximum 1 rider capacity. 
Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, be at 
least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement can 
cause the Kite tube to become wobbly and over turn. Maintain a good center 
of gravity. 
10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second to many minutes. 
Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider weight. 
A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting 
performance. 
Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider height. 
Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift motion. 
Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch or the 
angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the current 
wind and boat speed conditions. 
Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you have 
neck or back.problems. 
Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver and 
spotter that you are okay. 
A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite tube. 
Experience safe Kiting. 

©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 
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WARNING 
KITE TUBE USE 
Release of Liability: 
By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and 
understand the entire Sportsstuffs product manual, including all instructions and 
warnings contained in that material prior to using the Kite Tube. You additionally 
agree that you will ensure any additional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the 
Kite tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious 
injury or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the 
improper use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use ofthe Kite Tube. 
Your assembly and use ofthis product shall be evidence of your agreement to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the instructions and abide by the 
warnings set forth within the product manual. Your assembly and use of the Kite 
Tube shall also constitute a release, to the extent permitted by law, by you and by 
any third party permitted by you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to 
Sportsstuff from any and all liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense 
that you or any user ofthe Kite Tube may suffer as a result ofthe use ofthe Kite 
Tube. This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and binding upon you, your 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall constitute your agreement to assume and 
accept any or all known or unknown risks or injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the use of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made 
and hereby expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth herein and 
in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manual. 
110806.03 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Pictures and photographs ofkite tube, product information and wamings 
on the tube as well as the boat used to pull the kite tube. 

Exhibit "B" - Copies ofthe instmctional video, product literature, catalog advertising of 
the kite tube and the 2006 catalog of products sold by the manufacturer of 
the kite tube. (The video, all ofthis product literature and advertising will 
be sent directly to the Compliance Officer.) 
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Exhibit "C" - Copy ofthe home video taken by the mother on May 27, 2006 and June 
3'̂ '' of her 21-year-old son's injury incident. (Video will be sent directly to 
Compliance Officer. 

Exhibit "D" - Copies ofthe medical records ofthe 20-year-old son and 21-year-old son. 

Exhibit "E" r Authorization to Release Name forms. 
Father - No 
Mother-Yes 
20-year-old son - Yes 
21-year-old son - Yes 

Exhibit "F" - Contact List 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off 
Sportsstuff, Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 

/ ^ / / 



1 - , i . 

.»-,-.iL_:_ ..Al 
IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 

^^AA\pA.:AA^ t 77~A 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 
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SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
<<2f3e Circle, S i ; « ; A 

Jel: 402.sgi2,908S 
fax: 402.502.1354' 

' <Aoi« eilipa '{•"' ' ' ' • 

088.814.8833 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Packaging and product 
information. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - On display at retail 
store. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - On display at retail 
store. The white box near the top is a see-through window. The rope with the 
tennis balls hanging from it is for the rider to pull on causing the front end to 
rise and lift off the water. 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Warnings 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Warnings 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Warnings 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Warnings 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - 1990.17 foot Well Craft Inboard/Outboard 
open bow sport boat. 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "A" - 165 hp MerCmiser motor on the 1990 17-
foot Well Craft Inboard/Outboard open bow sport boat 
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î ^ 0 
^ m H 3 ] 

mn 
H O 

m ^ 

m 

/^2K 

http://rt.cn
http://art.ro


ffl 
OT 

^̂  
3" 
ffl 
f-*. 
ffl 

ffl S s . r o ffl 5 2 2 o 
OTgiO<<TCB) 
ro3^n. fflro o - ' 2 1 ' * 
° - C T ^ " " T J " o - r o a 

2 ? s ^ 25: o ffl 2 . 
rt S ro sf. a a < 

CD A 3 *< •< ro 
' 0 - ^ c 5 - " - 5 : 2 3 -S 

rtl 1 . 3 - S a t o Q-O 
g Z^ -T ro 7*- m CT- !-•. 

c f l 3 D 2 . 7 ; a 
ffl a " 0 2 o 

«< roCT.§ 3 
- * ~ ' 0 0 a ' * " - ^ — • — n " h i o " ^ 5 r 3 
S S S i c ; : o S ' 2 ? ^ - 5 : o M § : c 2 ^ 
° 2 r t . C T 2 3 " * r o S r o ! S - . a a < M - . 2 
•<22^ "> . ro T S f f l r o A 3 - « < ' < r o r o « 
ffl »< ro OT -J —«r t ^ ^ . T — CD 
0 - « - = 3 
W OT o O 
rt.=-W w 
T 3 ro ffl 
3 CT=C 
= ro^ct-a 

Z ro O Q , O > 
ro .^ OT S c < 
< S ro^ cn o 
ro25-ro5ra 

OT , „ rt. 3 - 3 C 

S-2'< 

ffl 
^ 2S:ro 

. a c o 
o ffl ro " ' < 
i - 2 c Q - o 2 o-«» CTM 

ro c?o g 
ro ^ — 
rt Q . 3 
o 

ffl O ffl rtCT 

2 C T T ' ° 5 
CTQ ro o rt-
ffl S ffl c 3* 
T s. o >*(5 

§ " 5 : f f l - o ^ 

_^ ^l* "-• - ^ ^ i ' 
E*--t r r O " tf) 
Zs * . 01 Q) 
. 2 § 2 o » 
= : Q . 3 ?^TI 
- " OT «o o S 
T J T J W 3 o 

I^SCTS-
3 
ffl 
OT 
ffl 
3 
a 

2 f f l 
=c< 
ffl 2 
ffl rt 

CT^ 

o a. 

_ o • o - ffl 2 . 5 3 . —. rt-ocsws^^a 
^ in o i:- S..2; 2 ffl 

. 0 0 ro rt - c - 3 -
T ro I ? -

• ° w rt = 0 -

cn 2 ( Q rt 
ffl rt g-
ffl o <• 
2.2? 

o 
3 

£." if 2. E: 
: i r o ' C T „ 2 3? •:=: 

ro 
ro 
ffl 
OT 
ro' 

CT » 
3 
CT 
ffl 
ffl < 
ffl' 
rt 
TJ 
ffl 

OT 
•CT 
O 

ro 

o 
3 
CT 
ffl. 
ffl 
3 
O 
ro 
ffl 
3 
a 
o 
o 
3 
rt 

o . 

w 
CT 
3 

(Q 

CT 
2 
•u 
OT 

ffl 

_ r o 
ro OT 

ffl 

ffl 

CT 
ro 

IQ 
3 ^ 
3 
ro 

ffl 

ffl 

ro 
ffl 
OT 

ro" 
ffl 
- t 
3 

3 ' 

o 

^ 8 5 ffl w ^ 
g 0 0 s 
5? • - • 0 1 — . CT. ffl 
" O 3 g^ 

& = = 
ro cn M 
rt roro 

= 3 - rt--

CT 
ffl 
3 -

to ' 
CT 
ffl 

o 

CT 
ro 
a 
ro 
ro 
-a 
ffl 

CT3 
tn = : 

- r t (Q 
^ CT 
3 2 
g'O 
2 3 
rt o 

o a 
ffl 

7X ffl 
ro 2. 
" ffl 

ro 
ffl 
F+-
ro 
w 

_. ro 

So-

s - 3 
ro (0 

[IDI 0606l4HeG36p2.r:Exhibit^"B" 

5" 
ro 
OT 
OT 
ffl 
3 
"< 
o 
c 

OT 

o 
rtl 
OT 
ffl 

5" 
c 
OT 

3" 
kMaa 

C 

o 

a 
ffl 
ffl 

a 
oT 

CT 
ffl 
OT 
ro 

ro 
OT 

= ro g s i g f C T g ffl?rt_ 
ro 2 2 r o ffl g - a o -LOT 

ffl rt,_,5 c 2 » =• -* 
_ r o Offl 5 .5^ 3«Q ffl 
| r o c s g - « a C T = 

' ^ & ? ? r o | S g ' 3 
c t ro rt 2 (5 ro ^ -* 2 
• • U C T S 3 - r t < Q = - 0 

_ -. ffl 3 - •-* ?r 3 
. r t S f f l r t r o '*s:ff l 
CQ ffl rt 3 >" 3 - E * — 

^ E c Q ' ^ ^ S - S ^ e 

< Q 8 ° S ' O a C T 3 0 
« : c < i n ' * 3 - r o a ) = 
« a O o o ^ j > r t S 
' " . . C r t r t C T i l f f l r t 
a i " - . . - i r t f f l f f l 
(Q ffl 3 ^."o 2 ffl Q.IQ 
2 - ' S 3 « •< CT*< ro. 
3 r t . 2 Q - ^ o p ffl^: 
<" 2 c CT = 2 r 3-
' • O S r t f f l t o f f l r t 
C * ' * « g ffl 3 n OT _ O ^•o ro £» Q.°-o S S 
ffl - * : * 3 5 - - m ro g 3 
< < 3 - m q o r o r t . - ' 
S - g r o - 3 a f f l . o 
a f f l S " » 3 =i3-ffl 
-- ro ffl g rt-^ro 3 

m 
X 

o 
I 
m 
J J 
H 
X 
> 
Z 
•< 
o 
c 
> 

m 

z 
o 

2 

2 roo 
! - • fl) — U S 3 < 3 ^ =• rt 

n =f 3 - 3 3 > r a 3 rt 

C = ! - > 0 CT-< 

CO = ' * 3 ffl <J 

^ f f l S - r o S S 
O 3 rt3 X 3 
S a - r 3 ^ 
^ rtffl SJ row 
rt o 3 rt TJ 
g n ) 5 " < f f l 2 ^ 5- < 3 2 ._ rt.ro S o o . 

1 1 E-S-S.2 

g ro _j w rt 3 

^ CT (?.— 3- g 
CT o CT 9 : 3 ' 3 
roOrogsigro 

? i - « ro OT,_ 

o ro 
(Q 

g S . 

- » -2 O 3 10 
O 

I^^IOT*^ 
« ro ro a - o ro 
o ffl rt OT 2 2 ; a -< o rt ro T3 
3 o rt2affl 
- - r o i = - r o 
rt CT „ , ffl a 3 

" CT= S "* " 
CTo32 S ? ; 
o ffl =-ffl ro s ; 
0) rt. 3 rtl.—. — 

C J * « Q 3 
_ C T ( Q 
O ffl« 

i^os 
0 = ^ ^ 
" ' S w OT 

12-3 2 ffl = 
O CT- ° -X 
eff l 2 

ffl r* 

2 ^ 3 

Offl-
S o 
= • 3 o 3 
S-3 

> c n 2 > t f l 
~ r o 
3T3 
B) rt 
CO 3 -

'* ^ 
ro 2 
w -
3 > 
=• cn 
n m 

3=° 
ffl r-
i2 m 
ffl < ; 

3 r 
(Q 

CJ> 
O l 

O 
O 

IQ 
ffl 

3 
o 
T 
ro 
ffl 
X 

•D 
ro 
ro" 
3 
o 
ro 

o Z-2 
ffl 3 ^ 
' i-+ . - • 
e r o g 
cn 3 o 

Q,ro = 
rtO-z 
_ fl) H 
ro rt m 
ffl ro -TJ 
Cfl w =1 

4^3 D 
' * — d 
3 = ^ 
ro2m 
OT ffl — 
rtiffl ( ^ 
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Copy of the home video 
taken by the mother on May 
27, 2006 and June 3, 2006 of 

her 20 and 21-year-old sons 
kite tubing. 

(Video will be sent directly to 
Compliance Officer.) 

/DSA 



IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "D" - Medical I? rds for the two sons -16 pages iJ 
MCH Health System 

Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Provider: WALTER S. WOOD, MD Date: 06/03/2006 

Chief Complaint: Loss of consciousness after falling into water 2 hours ago. Jonathan Hunter is 
a 20-year-old white male who was out on the Missouri river today being dragged behind a motor boat in a large 
inner tube that, when it gets fast enough, does get into the air. Apparently he was at least 20 feet in the air 
according to eye-witnesses when it spun out of the air and crashed into the water at a high rate of speed. 
There was immediate loss of consciousness and he was found floating face-first in the water. He also notes 
being dizzy, positive memory loss. He denies any visual symptoms such as blurry vision, loss of peripheral 
vision or double vision. He does note nausea without vomiting. He feels sluggish and his thought processes 
are slow. He does have a severe headache. Apparently he had positive loss of consciousness for about 30 
seconds. They immediately brought him to shore. They did watch him at home for at least an hour. He was 
not getting any better. The amnesia was not improving; He did not remember what day it was; he knew who 
he was and where he was at. He knew who his girlfriend was. He denies neck pain, denies chest pain or 
difficulty breathing. According to bystanders which include his mom and dad, he did not inhale water. There 
was no gagging episode. 

Nurses' notes were reviewed. 

Review of Systems: No fever or chills. Positive confusion. No visual changes, no sore throat, 
positive headache. No neck stiffness or neck injury. He denies abrasions or lacerations. No chest pain or 
difficulty breathing. 

The rennainder of the review of systems was reviewed and negative as it pertains to the chief complaint. 

Past Medical History: History of childhood asthma. 

Past Surgical History: Sinus surgery. 

Current Medications: None. 

Allergies: 

Immunizations: 

None. 

Not pertinent. 

Social History: He is in college in Oklahoma. He is currently back home visiting mom, dad, 
and girlfriend. Denies smoking or alcohol. 

Family History: Not pertinent. 

Physical Examination: Vital signs: Blood pressure 121/77. Pulse 79. Respirations 16. Temperature 
98.3°. O2 saturations of 98% on room air. The patient is alert and oriented x2. He does not know the correct 
date. He does know the President ofthe United States. He does not know any events that occurred today. 
He does have retrograde amnesia. HEENT: Pupils are equal and responsive to light. Extraocular muscles 
are intact. No scleral injections. Tympanic membranes - Right TM - nomnal cone of light. No erythema. Left 
TM -external auditory canal is cerumen impacted. Nasal mucosa normal and pink in color. 

038803 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT RECORD Page 1 of 2 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Provider: WALTER 8. WOOD, MD Date: 06/03/2006 

Mouth: Mucus membranes moist. No erythema. No exudate. Tonsils not enlarged. Neck: Trachea midline. 
No lymph nodes palpable. Heart: Regular rate and rhythm. No murmurs, gallops, or rubs. Lungs: Bilaterally 
clear to auscultation. No wheezes or rhonchi. No chest wall tenderness. Abdomen: Bowel sounds are 
positive, soft, nontender, nondistended. Extremities: No clubbing, cyanosis, or edema. Neuro: Cranial 
nerves 2-12 grossly intact. Strength 5/5 in intensity in bilateral upper and lower extremities. Deep tendon 
reflexes bilateral biceps 2+, bilateral patella tendons 2-H. 

Diagnostic Studies: 
evidence of skull fracture. 

CT scan of the head without contrast shows no intracranial pathology, no 

Emergency Dept. Course: His memory remained an issue here in the Emergency Room. His memory did 
not come back during his ER stay. He did know events that had occurred a month ago, did not know what he 
had for lunch or dinner. He did know where he was, did not know the exact date. He did recognize familiar 
faces but continued to be confused though never somnolent or difficult to arouse. He was always very alert. 

Consultations: None. 

Critical Care: None. 

Procedures: None. 

Medical Decision Making: Patient has a concussion with positive loss of consciousness for less than 30 
seconds, Currently, he is still having retrograde amnesia, dizziness, and nausea. At this time, we will send 
him home with a head injury sheet. He is to return to the Emergency Room for worsening symptoms. 

Impression: 

Plan: 
episodes of vomiting, 
symptoms. 

Concussion. 

Return to Emergency Room for difficulty arousing, walking, or multiple 
I told him to follow up with his physician on Monday secondary to the severity of the 

WALTER S. WOOD, MD 

WSW:jmd 
D: 06/03/2006 0012 
T: 06/04/20061841 

038803 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT RECORD Page 2 of 2 
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MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

Patient Name: 

Ordering Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 
Radiologist: 

HUNTER, JONATHAN R. 

WALTER 8. WOOD. MD 

DEREKA. BURDENY, MD 

r • -

' f(^f(P IglUJi 
DJLA 

MR-Episode#: 

Date: 

Date of Birth: 

V / 
U 

038803-0018 
ER 
06/03/2006 

02/21/1986 

CT BRAIN UNENHANCED: 

HISTORY: 

TECHNIQUE: 

FINDINGS: 

lesion or hemorrhage. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) NORMAL CT BRAIN. 

HIT HEAD, LOSS OF CONSCIOUSNESS. 

Axial images foramen magnum to vertex without intravenous contrast. 

No significant abnormalities visualized. No evidence of intracranial mass 

DAB:mIa 
D: 06/03/2006 2310 
T: 06/04/2006 1909 

DEREKA. BURDENY, MD 
038803 DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING REPORT Page 1 of 1 
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MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR-Episode#: 038803-0021 

Ordering Provider: LISA M. ISEMINGER, PA-C Date: 06/06/2006 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 

JOHN K. SIMONSON, MD Date of Birth: 02/21/1986 

Radiologist: SUZANNE L. HRUZA, MD 

CLINICAL INDICATION: HEMATURIA, BOATING ACCIDENT. 

CT OF THE ABDOMEN AND PELVIS WITH AND WITHOUT CONTRAST. 

DISCUSSION: Axial images ofthe abdomen and pelvis were obtained priorto IV contrast 
administration. The patient then received 125 cc of Optiray 320 intravenously and axial images of the 
abdomen and pelvis were acquired. 

There is bilateral nephrolithiasis. Multiple stones are present within both kidneys. The largest in the left kidney 
measures about 4 mm in diameter and lies at the midpole. Smaller stones are noted at the upper and lower 
poles. There are multiple small calculi within the right kidney and right renal pelvis, the largest measuring 
about 3 mm in diameter. There is no hydronephrosis and no ureterolithiasis is identified. 

The liver is intact. The visualized portions of the lung bases are clear. 

The spleen is upper normal in size but shows no evidence for laceration. There are no calcified gall stones. 
The pancreas is unremarkable. No adrenal masses are present. There is no evidence for renal fracture of 
perinephric hematoma. The abdominal aorta is normal in caliber. No significant free intraperitoneal fluid is 
present. The urinary bladder, seminal vesicles, and prostate appear normal. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) BILATERAL NEPHROLITHIASIS. 

SLH: meb 
D: 06/06/2006 1220 
T: 06/06/2006 1252 

038803-01 

SUZANNE L HRUZA, MD 

DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING REPORT Page 1 of 1 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Provider: CAMERON J. OURADA, PA-C Date: 06/07/2006 

Supervising Physician: JAMES C. JORDAN, MD 

History of Present Illness: This is a 20-year-old gentleman who presents to the emergency department 
with complaints of right flank pain. On 06/03/2006 the patient was involved in a water sporting accident. He 
was knocked unconscious at that time and sustained a concussion. On Monday ofthis week, 06/05/2006 he 
was at home and developed some bloody urination. That blood was painless. He was seen in the clinic the 
next day and did have a CT scan of the abdomen and pelvis with and without contrast done. He was found to 
have bilateral nephrolithiasis. He was pain free at that time. Tonight, he started to have some right flank pain 
that radiated around and down to the right lower quadrant of his abdomen. This started about 1530 today. He 
states he has taken some ibuprofen, but that only helped a little bit. Pain continued and he therefore came to 
the emergency department for evaluation. Review of his CT scan of his head and his abdomen and pelvis 
were performed. He also saw Dr. Frank today in the Outpatient Clinic. At that time he had a CMP drawn. 
That was unremarkable. His BUN was 10, his creatinine was 1.1. Patient had a little bit of nausea, did not 
have any vomiting. Denies sweats. 

Past Medical History: 

Past Surgical History: 

Current Medications: 

Allergies: 

History of asthma as a child. 

He had some nasal polyps removed and sinus surgery. 

Ibuprofen p.m. 

None. 

Social History: The patient is single and currently staying with his family in Mondamin, Iowa. 
He is attending some flight school in Oklahoma. He does not use alcohol or tobacco. 

Review cf Systems: Noncontributory. 

Physical Examination: Vital signs: Temperature 97.5°. Pulse 58. Respirations 16. Blood pressure 
118/59. O2 saturations 98% on room air. General: This is a well-developed, well-nourished 20-year-old male 
who is currently in a mild amount of distress secondary to right flank pain. HEENT: Conjunctivae and sclerae 
are clear. Tympanic membranes are pearly with good light reflexes bilaterally. Nose is patent with no bleeding 
or drainage. Pharynx is pink and moist with no redness or exudates. Neck: Supple. No adenopathy or 
masses appreciated. No JVD. Chest: Lung sounds are clear to auscultation in all fields with no wheezes or 
crackles appreciated. Heart is a regular, 81, S2 with no murmurs appreciated. Abdomen: Flat, soft with 
bowel sounds present throughout. He has some mild tenderness in the right lower quadrant. No rebound or 
guard. Extremities: Intact. No edema or cyanosis present. Neurological: The patient is alert and oriented x 3 
with no focal neurological findings. 

Assessment: 1) Right renal colic. 
2) Right renal lithiasis. 

038803-01 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT RECORD Page 1 of 2 

/o7>7 



J0614HCC3602 - Exhibit "D" 

MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Emergency Department Record 

BAf 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Provider: CAMERON J. OURADA, PA-C Date: 06/07/2006 

Supervising Physician: JAMES C. JORDAN, MD 

Plan: Patient was given a prescription for Percocet 5/325 one to two p.o. q. four to six 
hours p.m. pain. He is encouraged to drink lots of fluids and strain his urine. He is to return for any new or 
worsening symptoms. Follow up with the clinic if no improvement in the next three to five days. 

JAMES C. JORDAN, MD CAMERON J. OURADA, PA-C 

CJO:cmm 
D: 06/07/2006 1814 
T: 06/08/2006 0715 

cc: James K. Simonson, MD 

038803-01 EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT RECORD Page 2 of 2 
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Revised Header MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR-Episode#: 038803-0022 
OC 

Ordering Provider: CARL T. FRANK, MD Date: 06/07/2006 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering) 

Date of Birth: 02/21/1986 

Radiologist: SUZANNE L HRUZA, MD 

CLINICAL INDICATION: 

KUB: 

GROSS HEMATURIA. STONES SEEN ON CT. 

DISCUSSION: A supine abdominal film shows a calculus measuring about 2 x 5 mm at the 
lower aspect of the midportion of the left kidney. There is questionable visualization of two smaller opacities 
toward the lower pole, which could also reflect calculi. Gas and stool overly the right kidney, making it difficult 
to identify definite calculus. A definite stone along the course of either ureter is not appreciated. The intestinal 
gas pattern is nonspecific. 

IMPRESSION: LEFT NEPHROLITHIASIS. 

SLH:snAr 
D: 06/08/2006 0820 
T: 06/08/2006 0905 
R: 06/15/2006 1100 meb 

SUZANNE L. HRUZA, MD 

038803-02 DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING REPORT Page 1 of 1 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Outpatient Clinic 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Physician: CARL T. FRANK, MD Date: 06/07/2006 

Chief Complaint: 

Drug Allergies: 

Medications: 

Gross hematuria. 

None. 

Ibuprofen 600 mg t.i.d. PRN headache and other pain. 

Summary of History: Patient is a healthy-appearing 20-year-old male, height 5 ' i r , weight 163 
pounds, blood pressure 110/70. Four days ago, he was involved in a boating accident while riding a tube kite 
behind a boat, which fell from some 25 feet, and he impacted the water. He sustained a concussion and was 
unconscious for a time and in connection with the evaluation through the emergency room, had noncontrast 
and contrast CT of the abdomen and pelvis as well as CT study of the head. Approximately a day and a half 
thereafter, he had visible total painless hematuria, which has been intermittent and persisted to a lesser extent 
and voided urine at this time is very faintly positive as far as visible hematuria and a dip stick strongly positive 
Hematest positive. Urinalysis otherwise shows negative nitrite, negative leukocytes, negative carbohydrate, 
trace protein, specific gravity 1.020, pH 5, micro examination - many RBC's with no WBC's or visible casts or 
bacteria. 

Physical Examination: Shows an alert, cooperative 20-year-old male with no evidence of anterior 
abdominal tenderness or organ enlargement on palpation. No flank tenderness. No tenderness over the rib 
cage on either side, normal external genitalia with a circumcised phallus, no tenderness over the bladder, 
testicles normal bilaterally. 

Review of noncontrast CT from yesterday does show bilateral nephrocalcinosis with the largest stone perhaps 
4 mm in diameter occupying a mid polar position in the periphery of his left kidney. On CT, there are smaller 
peripheral stones in the upper and lower poles ofthe right kidney; however, on a KUB today, I can only see the 
left-sided stone. I cannot definitely visualize the right-sided calculi. The kidneys are otherwise normal on CT 
and show prompt excretion of contrast following ejection, with no hydronephrosis extravasation or evidence of 
perinephric hematoma. The bladder and ureters visualized on CT also appeared normal. In questioning when 
the patient did have visible hematuria, it seemed to be consistently concentrated throughout voiding from 
beginning to end, thus suggesting upper tract rather than lower tract origin. Family history is negative for 
renal disease or calculi. Both parents are living and well, and both sets of grandparents are still living. The 
patient has two brothers, who are living and well. 

Comment: Basic metabolic profile in addition to serum phosphorus and uric acid were 
obtained this date. My best guess is that his bleeding may represent a mild renal contusion, although, there is 
not much in the way of clinical evidence to further enforce this believe. It is also possible that his tiny renal 
calculi may be causing the hematuria, although why the hematuria started following his fall is unclear. If 
today's lab tests show hypercalcemia or hypercalcuria. I will probably want to do further tests (i.e. 24-hour 
urine collection for creatinine clearance, phosphorus, calcium, and uric acid excretions as well as citrate). If all 
screening tests are within nonnal range, I have recommended that he at least get a follow-up urinalysis in a 
week or so and certainly if visible hematuria recurs or persists, I would go ahead with cystoscopy in an attempt 
to document it's origin, although, at this point either kidney could be suspect with the bilateral renal calculi, and 
1 do not feel that it is coming from the bladder or urethra by virtue of it's nature and his history. Certainly 
nothing serious such as a renal laceration or obstruction or perinephric hematoma is showing up on CT scan 
and physical exam, in fact, shows no tenderness today, and I do not think he has sustained an injury sufficient 
038803 OUTPATIENT CLINIC Pagel of 2 
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MCH Health System 
Blair, Nebraska 

Outpatient Clinic 

Patient Name: HUNTER, JONATHAN R. MR#: 038803 

Examining Physician: CARL T. FRANK, MD Date: 06/07/2006 

to keep him at bed rest or restrict his activities. I did encourage him to stop the Ibuprofen 600 mg t.i.d. which 
conceivably might be adding to a bleeding tendency. 

CARL T. FRANK, MD 

CTF:dll 
D: 06/07/2006 1423 
T: 06/07/2006 2208 

CC: JOHN K. SIMONSON, MD 
LISA M. ISEMINGER, PA-C 

038803 OUTPATIENT CLINIC Page 2 of 2 
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HUNTER,JONATHAN R 
02/21/1986 20 Yrs M NC 
Admit: 6/5/06 9:45 AHC 

Attend: ISEMINGER PA-C, LISA 

Admit: 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "D" 
Address: 

PROGRESS NOTE 
Walk-In Clinic Short Form 
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\.^{JljAyA AjotA^Aa \;){kcP 

Current Medications 
Med Sheet Upciated 

1. -/ 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

initiais 

< 

b̂ OcMd off "'-̂ '̂  ^ ^ \ . ' PA^ . , , I l ^ . A ) K r j L J ^ u A COl'Va/O KJL^-

P/l WMI .OCC^^ 

Mo fy v ^ x a A \,\JlcA U-U.KA-'L/^^ 

Physitaan's Signature: Counsefing/coordlnation time: 

CounseTing/coordinafior) > 50% Q 
Total time: miri. 

min. 



-Ji 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "D" - 17 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
EYES-

ENT 

NBCK 

LUNGS 

HEART 

BREAST 
GI 

GU Male 

GU Female 

LYMPH 
MUSCULOSiCELET 
AL 

EXTREMTTIES 
SKEN 

NEURO 

PSYCH 

ASSESSMENT: 

o Appears healthy, NAD o VS noted o III o hi distress, 2° to: 
o PERSL o A o EOMI o Hemonhages L/R, Exudates L/R, Xing changes L/R 
o Nystagmus o Cataract L/R o Lid edeom L/R, lesions L/R, lag L/R 
o Conjanctiva injected L/R, discharge L/R, icteric US. 
o Fundus o Disc bfaured L/R, Absent venous pnlsatims L/R 
o Hearing Decreased L/R 
o Sinuses Tender nucdllary, fitmtal, ethmoid 
o-Meatus: Impacted L/R, red L/R, disdiai^ L/R 
oTNTs: Red L/R, bulging L/R, perforated L/R, retracted L/R » 
o Nose: Rhinoniiea, flaring o Tarbinates boggy I^R, red L/R, pale L/R . 
oPharysx: Redmucosa 6 Tonsiis absent, enlarged L/R, exudates L/R, vesicles L/R 
oStiS oMass o Lympfaident^wtiiy, anterior L/R. posterior L/R 
o Thyroid: Enlarged, Asymmetric, nodules UR o Trachea deviated L/R o Carotid bniit L/R 
o Percussion: Dullness ITR, o Hypemsonant IVR 
o Anscuhaion: Rales L/R, o wheezes, ITR, o rhonchi L/R^ o egophony L/R, o -l- brea& sounds L/R 
o Palpation: t4-Fremitus L/R 
o Palpation: PMI displaced o Thrills present 
o Anscaltaition: toeguiar rhythm o Friction nib o Murmur (grade A^) describe -> 
o Tipple disdiarge L/R o tender L/R, o Axillary nodes L/R o Assymetric o Mass L/R, location (docribe • 
o Anus - hemorrhoid, sphincter tone, mass 
o Finn, distended o Hemacult Pos/Neg. 
o Rebound, guarding 
o Hepato/spienomegaiy 
o Anus - hemorrhiHd, sphincter tone, mass 
o Penis: lesion, discharge 
o Scrotal mass, hydrocele, spennatocele ,! 
o Adeaexa: mass L/R, tenderness L/R 
o Bladder prolapse, cystocele, rectocele 
o Va^na: discharge, abn. mucosa, mass 

o Hernia (location -
o Masses (lo6ation/size-» 
o Tender (losadon -> 
o Abhonhal howcl sounds (describe-^ 
o Hernia (locadon-* 
o -Abn externa! genitaiia (describe 
o Prostate: tender, boggy, mass, enlarged 

o Abn. external genitalia (describe -> 
o Utems: mass, tenderness, prolapse, size (describe -

o Lymphadenopadiy: axilla L/R, groin L/R, other: 
o -Abnormal gait and station 

ITR, warmth, crepitus, tender, effusion, i ROM, subluxation, laxity, cogwheding 
L/R, tender, •!• strength,, spastic, flaccid, atropiiic 

_Vertcbra(e), SI join^ L/R, stifl̂  tender, muscle spasm, scoliosis, fcy^ihosis, +SLR, L/R, _ 
o edema L ^ Upper, Lower o;rPulse: R/L, bruit, t4- amplitude 

o Joint 
o Muscle. 
o Back 
o clubbing 
o Rasii (desaibe, location-^ 
o Cyanotic, icteric, i. turgor 
o Hair alopecia, infestatioa 
o CN H - Xn (describe-» 
o Sensation: 
o 

o Cap Ref <2 sec o Normal turgor 
o desion (describe. si2e, location -> 

CONO^SSIJSK) 

Wealmess: L/R, upper, lower cxtnemity 
o DTRs -•- L/R, biceps, triceps, icnee, 
ankle 
o Disoriented o Mood/AfRsct Depressed, agitated, 
anxious 

PLAN: 

dennatome ITR, glove/stocking L/R, fine touch, proprioception, -vibration, pinprick 

o Babindd o Rhomberg o Cerebellar 

o Judgment/Insight 

1. 

3. 

u<i>yi^'^'^i 

'i 
v.^J.S-ivvAc-'no'^ 

o Memory loss: Recent, remote 

Pharmacy; 

5. 

0 RTC if S x worsen, F>_ 
or 

5. 

Signntiire 
V)o^ iS^MiiVjg^ ffVO 
atmr. - M 

PtEd: 
F/U: 

Dale 

(/7^7 



38803-0020 AC 
HUNTER, JONATHAN R 
02/21/1986 20 Yrs M NC 
Admit: 6/6/06 9:05 AHC 
Attend: ISEMINGER PA-C LISA 

Admit: 

Address: 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "D" 

H: W: 

PROGRESS N®TE 
Walk-In Clinic Short Form 

P: ~7A 02: 

Phone: 

.BP; 
y/y 

I:L 
Nurse's Note; : \\i-^-P\ 7^̂ f\ \ ^ i ' \ ^A l ^ 

R; ICt, 

hifiais A' 

Location, ^laBty, severity, dwaflon, 
timenQ, -̂imftr̂ *. modifying factore, 

s l ( ^ and syraptoms. 

PastMedcai 

Sodal 

Meds.. 

No noteworth 
l a s t v i s l S 

• A?-

a 
a 
a 
a 

y changes 
ee note ds 

7 

Q 

a 
D 

a 
since 

Ited: 

ir«ir.?UNI2ATI0NS 

a Uptodate 

a Needs: 

Conat 

Eyes 

ENT7mouth 

CV 

Resp 

Gl 

GU 

Muse 

Neuro 

Psych 

Endo 

Heniflymph 

Aietg/inwun 

Nonotewoft f r 
last v is i t St 

: Ai-

a 
Q 

Q • 

a 
Q 

a 
Q 

Q 

a 
a 
a 

. D 

a 
a 

^changes 
denote da 

• . - i A ' 

a 
Q 

" a 
a 
D 

d 
a 
Q 

D 

a 
Q 

a 
^ Q 

a 
sines 
ted: 

Const 

Eyes 

ENT/Motrth 

Neck 

Rcsp 

cv 
Chest 

(breasts) 
Gl (abdomen) 

• •-3^'mph 

GU 

Muse 

Sldn 

Neuro 

Psych 

Q 

Q 

D 

a 
a 
a 
a 
Q 

1 ° 
0 

a 
a 
Q 

a 
a 
a 

• a a 
a 

sr 
a 
• 
Q 

a 
a 
a 
Q 

Q 

No •^: no r e v i e w / e x a m 

^ 

PATIENT EDUCATION 

Veibal 

Wrflten 
3-

Topic(s): 

CC; 

HPI : 

\^0\} 7 

38803-0020 AC 
HUNTER, JONATHAN R 
02/21/1986 20 Yrs 
Admit: 6/6/06 9:05 
Attend: ISEMINGER PA-C, LISA 
Admit: 

M NC 
AHC 

Current Medications 
Med Sheet Updated _ 

initials 

812 0 6 - 0 6 - 0 6 9:16AI1 

KP . ^ O 

CLARITV: : 
COLOR: DK. iioUN 
SLU NEGATIUE 
BIL* SMALL 
KET* TRACE 
SQ 1.025 
BLO* LARGE 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

5. 

PH 

PRO* 

URO 

NIT 

LEU 

5.0 

100 ffl3/dL 

0.2 E.U./dL 

NEGATIUE 

NEGATIUE 

V̂  

Physitaan's Signature: Ccxmseiaig/cocjrdinaiicjn ̂ ame: 

Counseiing/coordirEifion > 50% d 
TtJtal time: min. 

min. 

//>7^ 



IP!0( 4HCC3602'- Exhibit "D" 

CONSTITUnONAL 
EYES-

ENT 

NECK 

LUNGS 

HEART 

BREAST 
Gl 

GV Male 

GU Fezoale 

LYMPH 
MUSCULOSKELET 
AL 

EXTREMmSS 
SKIN 

NEURO 

PSYCH 

ASSESSMENT: 

o ^;pearshealtfay,N.AD oVSnoted o Dl o f a distress, 2" tn: 
o PERRL o A 0 EOMI o Hcmmrhages ITR, Exndalts L/R. Xing changes L/R 
o Nystagmus o Cataract L/R o Lid edema L/R. Icsims ITR, lag ITR 
o Cos^imctiva injected L/R, disdiarge L/R, icteric ITR 
o Fundus o Disc blurred L/R. Absent venous pnisatians L/R 
o Hearing Decreased ITR 
o Sinuses Tender maxiJlary, dtrntal, ethmoid 
aMeatiK Impacted L/R, red L/R, discharge L/R 
oTM^s: Red L/R,-bulging L/R, per&raied L/R, retracted L/R . . * 
oNose: Rhinordica, flaxiog o Tarbisates boggy L/R. red L/R, pale L/R -
o Pharynx: Rai suicosa d Tonsils absent ealar;^ ITR, exudates L ^ vesicles L/R 
oSt£Ef oMass o LympliaileBopatiiy, anterior L/R. posterior L/R 
o Thyroid: Enlarged,-Asymmetric, nodules L/R o T/aches deviated L/R o Carotid bmit L/R 
o Pemission: Dullness L/R, o fi^pecesonant ITR 
o Auscuitatos: Rales L/R, o wheezes, L/R, oihonchil/R^o egt^thony L/R, o i breath sotmds L/R 
o Palpation: t-î  Fremitus L/R 
oPaipatian: PMT displaced o Thrills present 
o Anscaltaition: Itregnlar rhythm o Friction rub o Mmmur (grade ____/VI) describe-> 
o Nipple discharge L/R o tender I/R, o AxQlary nodes L/Ro Assymetric o Mass L/R, location (describe -
o Anus - hemorrhoid, sphincter tone, mass 
o Ftnt^ distended o Hemacult Pos/Neg. 
o Rebound, guardmg 
o H^ato/splenomegaiy 
o Anus ' hemorrhoid, sphincter tone, mass 
o Penis: lesion, discharge 
o Scrotal mass, hydtocsie, ^jennatocele .̂ 
o Adenexa: mass L/R, tenderness L/R 
o Bladder prolapse, cystocele, rectocele 
o Vagina: discharge, abiL mucosa, mass 

o Heniia (location-
o Masses (locatzan/sis9e-T> 
o Tender (lopation-> 
o -Ahnornial bowel somids (describe-^ 
o Hernia (location-> 
o -Abn external genitaiia (descnbe 
o Prostate: tender, boggy, mass, enlarged. 

o Lymphadeaopathy: axilla ITR, groin UR, other 
o -Abnormal gait and station 

o -Abn. external genitalia (describe-> 
o Uterat: mass, toidaness, prolapse, size (describe -

o Joint 
0 Muscle, 
o Back 

, L/R, wiamlh, crepitus, trader, e&sion, 4- ROM subluxation. Imdty, cogwhesiing 
, ITR, tender, i strength,, spastic, flacdd, atrophic 

o Cap Ref <2 sec o Normal tmgor 
o Sesion (describe, size, location —>• 

_Vertefara(eX Sljoin^ L/R, stifl̂  tender, mnsde spasia, scoliosis, kyphosis, -fSLR, L/R, 
o dubbmg o edemalTR, Upper, Lower o/Poise: R/L, bruit, t4- amplitude 
o Had (describe, iocatian->^ 
o Cyanotic, icteric, 4- turgor 
o Hain alopecia, infestation 
o CN n - Xn (describe-> 
o ScBsatioa: dermatnme L/R, glove/stocking ijR, fine tonch, proprioception, vibration, pinprfck 
o Weakness: L/R, upper, lower extremity 
o DTRs -f L/R. biceps triceps, knet; o Babinski o Rhomberg o Cerebellar 
ankle 
o Disoriented o Mood/ASect: Dqiressed, agitated, o Jndgment/Insight o Meaaory IMK Recent, remote 
anxious 

PLAN: 

-̂ pooJ^^U^^ iMiMa-koUc?^ 1. (2T (A(A I pid^' 'S 

3. 
\O i i l COIVJLM 

Pharmacy: 

-ivcA /̂ 

a/e.-Mvcoioi 

5. 

o RTC if Sx worsen, F>_ 
or 

Signatsre A 

4. 

5. 

^MxAtf^A ?IAA 

PtEd: 
F/U: 

Date 
( j y A O ^ 

/o77 

file:///Oiil


IDI OeOOMHCCar^'- Exhibit "D" 

-, MCH Health System 

Diagnostic Imaging Department 

Patient Name: 

Ordering Provider: 

Supervising Physician: 
(if PA ordering 
Radiologist: 

HUNTER, STEWART A. 

LISA ISEMINGER, PA-C 

JOHN K. SIMONSON, MD 

THOMAS S. FORREST, MD 

MR-Episode#: 

Date: 

Date of Birth: 

039266-0012 
AC 
06/05/2006 

09/04/1984 

CHEST PA AND LATERAL: 

REASON FOR EXAMINATION: CHEST PAIN, TUBING ACCIDENT, HYPOXIA, AND HEMOPTYSIS 

DISCUSSION: PA and lateral views of the chest show normal heart size. Lung fields are 
clear. There is no evidence of any pneumothorax or a plural effusion. 

IMPRESSION: 

1) NORMAL PA AND LATERAL CHEST X-RAY. IF PATIENY>IAS CONTINUED HEMOPTYSIS, CT 
CdULD BE DONE FOR FURTHER EVALUATION. -^ 

TSF:adb 
D: 06/07/2006 0950 
T: 06/07/2006 1048 

039266 

THOMAS-SV FORREST, MD 

DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING REPORT Page 1 of 1 

/D77 



39266-0012 AC 
H U N T E R , S T E W A R T A 
09/04/1984 21 Yrs 
Admi t : 6/5/06 9:44 

At tend: ISEMINGER PA-C, 

Admi t : 

USA 

/ 
7... 

M NC 
AHC 

Address: 

IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "D" 

PROGRESS NOTE 
Walk-In Clinic Short Form 

^*'°" -̂ 737L7LrAAu-'^afA\ 

H: 

Nurse's Note: 

ni 
p 

' / / T: P: ^ - ^ 

7uP^. {APK^S-.-(AA7A) 
7 i _ 02gLl .BP:!3i^ ^_A^ 

in r faa ls^ i^ ; 

ALLERGIES 

Location, qualty, severity, duraBon, 
timing, uuiilejU, modifying fadors, 
ajwa-wteH] ligra and symptoms. 

Past Medical 

Paniily 

Social 

Meds 

No n o t ^ r t h 
lastv is t . S 

• A 

a 
• 
a 
a 

y changes 
ee note d£ 

• 7 

Q 

D 

a 
a 

since 
ded: 

irviaiUNIZATIONS 

Q Uptodate 
Q Needs: 

Conat 

Eyes 

ENT/moulh 

CV 

Resp 

Gl 

GU 

Muse 

Skin/bieasts 

Neuro 

Psych 

Endo 

Hem/lymph 

ABerg/'invnun 

No noteworth 
last v is i t Si 

a 
a 
a -
D 

Q 

a 
Q 

a 
• a 

a 
p 

, D 

a 
Q 

ychanges 
se note da 

-.-iA'-

a 
a 

• a 

a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
Q 

a 
a 

' • u 

a 
since 
ted: 

Ck)nst 

Eyes 

ENT/Mouth 

Neck 

Resp 

CV 

C^hest 
(breasts) 

Gl (abdomen) 

..-_>: tymph 

GU 

Muse 

Stein 

Neuro 

Psych 

Q 

a 
a 
Q 

' ^ ' 
C3 

Q 

a 
- a 

Q 

Q 

a 
Q 

° 

a 
• 
a 
a 
Q 

^ ' 
a 

• 
a 

° . ^ 
a 
D 

° No •̂ •. no review/exam 

s 

PATIENT EDUCATIOr l̂ 

Veri>ai 

Written 

Topic(s): 

£ c b U\;KAA^»^ 

CC; 

HPi: 

•jO (7A^ , 

Q̂ i -%.ki^ . ^ P ^ P / > ^ ,j|a-tOt.<<p 

OOCCNO O A A P ^ ^ 

Current Medications 
Med Sheet Updated 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

initials 

C W U 2 A P ^ i > ^ ^ b ^ ^ - ' r t u ^ C A ( l j ) ( ^ ^ C O A c L o M ^ J - ^ 

Physician's Signature: Counseiing/cexirelination time: 

CounseTmg/coordinafion > 50% Q 
Total time:. miri. 

min. 

/o7? 



E ipi:0606lWHGG3602>-Exhibif "D" 

C O N S m u n O N A L 
EYES-

ENT 

NECK 

LDNGS 

HEART 

BREAST 
GI 

GU Male 

GU Female 

LYMPH 
MUSCULOSKELET 
AL 

EXTRBaVDTIES 
SKIN 

NEURO 

PSYCH 

o Appears healthy, NAD o VS noted o 111 o In distress, 2° to: 
o PERRL o A o EOMI o Hemorrhages ITR, Exudates ITR, Xing changes L/R 
o Nystagmus o Cataract L/R o Ud edema L/R. lesions ITR, lag L/R 
o Conjunctiva injected L/R, discharge ITR, icteric L/R 
o Fuiuhis o Disc blurred LTR, Absent vetiouspulsatims L/R 
O Hearing Decreased L/R 
o Smuses Tender nsaxillary, frontal, ethmoid 
aMeatiis: Impacted L/R, red L/R, discharge ITR 
oTM^s: Red L/R. bulging L/R, perforated ITR, retracted L/R < 
o Nose: Rhinoniiea, flariisg o Turbinates boggy L/R, red L/R, pale L/R -
o Pharynx: Red mucosa 6 Touils absent, enlarged ITR, enidates I/R, vesicles L/R 
o Stiff 0 Mass o Lympbadenopathy, anteriis- UR, posterior UR 
o Thyroid: Enlarged, Asymmefiic, nodules L/R o Trachea deviated L/R o Carotid bruit L/R 
o Percussion: DultoessL/R,oIfyperresonantL/R 
o Anscultaioo: Rales ITR, o wheezes, ITR, o rhonchi ITR, o egophony L/R, o i breath sounds L/R 
o Palpation: t i Fremitus L/R 
oPaipatim: PMI displaced o Thrills present 
o AascuJtaitioa: Irregular rhydmi o Frictionmb o Murmur (grade /VI) describe -» 
o Nipple discharge L/R o tender L/R, o Axillary nodes L/R o Assymetric o Mass L/R, locatiim (describe-
o Anus - hemonhoid, sphincter tonev mass 
o Firm, distended o Hemacult Pos/Neg. 
o Rebound, guardmg 
o Hepato/spienomegaiy 
o Anus - hemonhoid, sphincter tone, mass 
o Penis: lesion, discharge 
o Scrotal mass, hydrocele, spennatocele ^ 
o Adenexa: mass ITR, tenderness ITR 
o Bladder prolapse, cystocele, rectocele 
o Vagina: discharge, abn. mucosa, mass 
o Lj^phadeaopathy: axilla. L/R, groin ITR, other 
o Abnormal gait and station 

o Hernia (location • 
o Masses (location/size-> 
o Tender (Iosation -> 
o Abnormal1»>wcl sounds (describe-^ 
o Hernia (location -> 
o Abn extanal genitalia (describe 
o Prostate: tender, boggy, mass, enlarged 

o Abn. extend genitalia (describe-^ 
o Uterus: mass, tenderness, prolapse, size (describe -

O ^ U - Ci^A:AlaOj£jiJC>a^ o '̂iJlfK. 

o Cap Ref <2 sec o Normal turgor 
o Itesion (describe, size, location -^ 

)̂o oo\ P' 

ASSESSMENT: 

"̂ (loA(>.-o-M-̂ o. C..7L<J 

^ \j.xA cx5^)46g^t\i 

o Joint 
o Muscle 
0 Back _Vettcbra(c), Sljoin^ L/R, stif^ tender, muscle spasm, scoliosis, kyphosis, -i-SLR, ITR, 
o dubbing o edema L ^ Upper, Lower Oi^Puise: R/L, bniit, t4-an^)limde 
o Rad (describe, location-^ ' 
o Cyanotic, icreric, •!• turgor 
o Hain alopecia, mfcstation 
o CN H - x n (describe-> 
o Sensation: dennatome ITR, glovc/stockmgl/R, fine touch, proprioception, -vibratioii, pmprick 
o Weakness: ITR, upper, lower extremity 
o DTRs -f ITR, biceps, trices, knee, o Babinsid o Rhomberg o Cerebellar 
ankle 
o Disoriented o Mood/ASisct: Depttsscd, agitafi^, o Judgment/Insight o Memory loss; Recent, remote 
anxious 

p j d c4c{,U'c<.'Jcw— 

ITR. warmth, crepitus, tender, efRtsion, 4- ROM^ subluxation, laxity, cogwh«^e 
ITR, tender,-l-strength,, spastic, flacdd, atrophic fs^- U^^'^-

t5c«cA-~ 

A U/^3Ii2-'/^ 

PLAN: 

3. 

4. 

5. 

o RTC if Sx worsen, F>_ 
or 

. — . . Pharmacy: 

-̂ P A A A A / ^ Aid r5A cU-p 

yC { " ^ y ^ - O U ^ t^o ^Ki€7m-{AS-htOa 
(Go s^-e-ou^^^ <AA<o^<^' 

Signalure 

PtEd: 
F/U: 

/ W U kthM^A^^ 7^ 
A"^ ^ EliJ<yAt.l&7̂  

M ^ \ a , ĉAx̂  s-ef u f ft/ W^AH loA-Oc 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

IDr060614HCG3602 - Exhibit "E" - Authorization to Not Release Name 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety infonnation with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O YES Xf NO 
/ 

A-fA7P77{ A76-^/-A>(^ 
(Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http-//www.cpsc.gov 

/ ^ 5 / 

http://www.cpsc.gov


U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

IDil^0614HCC36O2v^::Exhibit:''E''-Authorization:tq Release Nam 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
Eissist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this infprmation to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting infomiation about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

^ YES O NO 

(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638<;PSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http;//www.cpsc.gov 

/A^A 

http://www.cpsc.gov


U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

IDI 060614HCC3602- Exhibit "E" -Authorization to Release Name 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the infonnation to 
others requesting information about specific products or heizards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow tis to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of cotirse, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

(Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-80O-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

i5^0606T4HCC3602TExhib,t "E" - Authorization to Release Name ^ 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Cotnmission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

NO 

C ^ ^ Pk\l̂ & 
(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http-//WNW.cpsc.gov 
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IDI 060614HCC3602 - Exhibit "F" - Contact List 

CONTACT LIST 

Rodney Hunter - 48-year-old father Victims: Jonathan Hunter - 20-year-old son 
Susan Hunter - 43-year-old mother Stewart Hunter - 21 -year-old son 
1861 Highway 127 (Same address) 
Mondamin, IA 
(402)212-8985 

Colleen York - 21 -year-old girl friend of victim (Jonathan) 
1937 Kameo Drive 
Omaha, NE 68122 

Mark Rosenthal - Parts & Sales Manager 
Kyle Moore - Manager of Pro Shop (Where kite tubes are sold) 
Joe Liss - Salesman in Pro Shop 
Paul Davis - Owner (Not available) 
9610 L Street 
Omaha, NE 68127 
(402)339-9600 

Omaha Fire Department - No report 
1516 Jackson Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
(402) 444-5700 

Omaha Police Department - No report 
505 S. 15* Street 
Omaha, NE 68102 
(402) 444-5638 

Terrell Odom, Supervisor - No report 
Shore Side Detachment (SSD) 
U.S. Coast Guard 
9800 J.J. Pershing Drive 
Omaha, NE 68112 
(402) 453-4333 

Douglas County Sheriff- No report 
1905 Hamey St. 
Lt. Kevin Conlon - 444-6131 
Omaha, NE 
(402) 444-7028 
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Douglas County Treasurer - Boat Registration - (No listing under Colleen York -
Cannot search by last name only. Would not give out address if found.) 
4701 S. 24"̂  Street 
Omaha, NE 68107 
(402) 444-7103 

Herb Angell, Stating Boating Law Administrator - No report (but should have had one 
from boater.) 
Nebraska Game & Parks (Member of NASBLA) 
Law Enforcement Division 
2200 N. 33'''' St. 
Lincoln, NE 68503 
(402) 471-0641 

Lt. Mike Fields 
Phyllis Dudgeon, Administrative Specialist 
Kentucky Department of Fish & Wild Life 
1 Sportsman Lane 
Lexington, KY (Frankfort, KY 40601) 
(502)564-3176 

Ron Sarber, Director 
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators 
1500 Leestown Road, Suite 330 
Lexington, KY 40511 
(859) 225-9487 
www. nasbla. or g 
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1. Task Number 

060612HCC3582 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 04 30 

2. Investigator's ID 

1951 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 14 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 33-year-olcl male was riding a kite tube and was approximately 15-20 feet in the air when the kite tube dived 
suddenly and the victim hit the water. He died of a transection of the aorta. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

10A. FirstProduct 

1200 - Sports And Recreational Acti 

8. City 

ORANGE 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO KITE TUBE 

9. State 

TX 

10C. Model Number 

53-500 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INCORPORATED 
11213 E-Circle #A 
Omaha,, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

110. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
33 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

31-UPPER TRUNK 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

14. Disposition 
8 - Death 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
05 - Newspaper 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62 - Intern- Org- Inj-

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational / Travel) 

27 /0 -5 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 0 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
06/28/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8631 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660330A 

\ . 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS: 

This investigation was assigned based on a news article and was requested to be 
completed on shortened time. The investigative report was obtained from the Texas 
Parks & WildUfe Department. On June 19, 2006, the Justice ofthe Peace who declared 
the victim deceased was contacted for investigative and autopsy reports. On June 21, 
2006, this investigator interviewed the game warden who prepared the accident report. 
On June 23, 2006, this investigator spoke with one of the witnesses (identified as the 
observer on the boat). On June 23, 2006, this investigator made several attempts to 
contact the boat operator and the victim's wife. On June 26, 2006, the attomey for the 
victim's wife retumed the telephone call and provided an interview via telephone. The 
boat operator never retumed this investigator's calls. On June 27, 2006, the responsible 
party with the United States Coast Guard was interviewed. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

The 3 3-year-old victim and his 31-year-old wife live in Orange, Texas which is 
approximately two hours east of Houston, Texas. According to the accident investigation 
report, the victim and his wife recently purchased the kite tube and the boat that was 
pulling the water kite tube. The report also indicates that the operator of the boat on the 
day of the incident indicated that the victim had only used the kite tube on one other 
occasion, the day before the incident. 

On Sunday, April 30, 2006, the victim, his wife, and three friends were boating in Sabine 
Lake near the Neches River. According to the accident investigation report, the victim 
and his party were near Stewts Island. The report indicates that the victim owned a 1998 
fiberglass motorboat with a 260 horsepower engine. The boat operator was the victim's 
friend. Another friend of the victim, his girlfriend, and the victim's wife were sitting in 
the boat observing the victim on the kite tube. 

Waterway 

Stewts Island 

/oeo 
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DIAGRAM #1: Th.is diagram shows the boat and who was where iu the boat at the t.i.nie ofthe 
incident. #1 is the victim on the kite tube, #2 is the driver of the boat, #3 is the observer on the 
boat, #4 is the victim's wife, and #5 was a passenger/witness on the boat. 

The operator of the boat told the game warden investigating the matter, that at 
approximately 3:25 p.m. on April 30, 2006, they were boating in Sabine Lake. The 
operator told the warden that they latmched the boat at approximately 1:30 in the 
afternoon. The operator told the warden that at approximately 3:15 p.m., he was driving 
the boat and the victim was on the kite tube. The operator stated that he made one pass 
westbound in front of Stewts Island on the north end of Sabine Lake and turned around in 
the Neches River and headed eastbound to make another pass in front of the island. 
According to the operator, he was in the deep part of the channel on the north side of 
Stewts Island traveling near full throttle while pulling the victim. The operator estimated 
that he was going approximately 32 miles per hour (mph) and estimated that the throttle 
was at 90% of its full capacity. 

According to the accident investigation report, the operator told the warden that he had 
reached the eastern most end of Stewts Island and he glanced back and saw that the 
victim was airbome on the kite tube and he tumed back around to concentrate on driving 
the watercraft. Seconds later, the operator was informed by the second male friend 
(observer) on the boat that the victim had fallen off the tube and to tum around. When 
they tumed the boat around, the victim was floating face down in the water. 

The report indicates that another boat driven by the brother of the male observer on the 
victim's boat, witnessed the accident and stopped to render aid. The second boat was 
able to reach the victim first and pulled him into their boat. The people on the second 
boat did not observe any vital signs and began administering CPR. The boat then called 
9-1-1 for medical assistance and sped off to Rainbow Marina to meet emergency service 
personnel. 

The operator of the boat talked with personnel from the United States Coast Guard at the 
marina and proceeded to ride along with the victim and his wife to the hospital. The 
victim was pronounced dead by the local Justice ofthe Peace at St. Mary's Hospital. 

The report fiirther stated that the game wardens were patrolling Cow Bayou at 
approximately 3:45 p.m. when the victim's boat went speeding by with one white male 
and one white female in the boat. The game wardens pursued the boat at a top speed of 
48 mph until they reached the boat ramp at Highway 87 in Bridge City, Texas. 

At the boat ramp, the game wardens made contact with the male who was driving the 
boat back, but was actually the observer in the boat at the time of the incident. When the 
wardens made contact with the male, he was extremely excited and stated that there was 
an emergency and he had to leave for the hospital. The male told the wardens about the 
accident and who was operating the boat at the time ofthe incident. The male then left 
the boat mnning in the water and walked up the dock. The wardens thought he was 
retrieving.a trailer to remove the boat from the water. The male never retumed, so the 
wardens turned off the boat and left a business card for them to contact their office. 
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The game wardens contacted the Orange County Sheriffs Office, the Port Arthur Police 
Department, and the Jefferson County Sheriffs Office to inquire as to whether they were 
investigating the incident. All agencies responded in the negative. The dispatcher at the 
Orange County Sheriffs Office contacted the game warden and advised him to contact a 
Lieutenant at the United States Coast Guard (USCG) for more information. 

When the game warden contacted the lieutenant at the USCG, he was informed that a 
USCG patrol boat met the victim's boat at the Rainbow Marina in Port Arthur where the 
victim had been taken to meet up with an ambulance. The patrol boat operators spoke 
with the witnesses and identified the operator ofthe boat. The patrol boat operators noted 
that there was alcohol in the boat, but that the operator of the victim's boat did not appear 
intoxicated. Because no law enforcement officers were on scene to administer a blood 
alcohol level, none was ever obtained. 

On May 5, 2006, the day after the victim's funeral, the game warden contacted the 
operator of the boat for an interview. The operator gave an interview and signed a 
written statement. According to the interview, the operator stated that he had not dmnk 
any alcohol on the day of the incident. The operator also stated that the boat belonged to 
the victim and he was operating the watercraft so the victim could ride the kite tube. The 
operator told the game warden that the kite tube was designed to lift off the water and 
become airbome. He verified to the warden that he glanced back and saw the victim 
airbome and then tumed his attention back to driving the boat. The operator told the 
warden that the male observer in the boat then informed him that the victim fell and when 
the boat got near the victim, he was face down in the water. The operator stated that 
there was no contact with any other object with the victim except for the water. 

On May 5, 2006, the game warden interviewed the male friend in the boat that was acting 
as the observer. This witness told the warden that the victim was riding a kite tube that was 
designed to catch air when certain speeds were reached. The observer told the warden 
that the victim had the kite tube approximately 15 to 20 feet in the air when the tube 
began a hard nose dive to the left. The observer stated that when the victim fell into the 
water he did not have contact with the tube. The observer told the warden that the victim 
skidded two times on the surface of the water before coming to a stop. The observer 
noticed that the victim was face down and appeared to be unconscious. According to his 
statement to the warden, the victim started waving down a nearby boat which was 
operated by his brother. 

The game warden noted that the weather on the day of the incident was clear and the air 
temperature was 85 degrees Fahrenheit and the water temperature was 80 degrees 
Fahrenheit. The warden also noted that the winds were light between 0 and 6 mph and 
the water was choppy. The water depth at the location of the accident was estimated to 
be 40 foot. 

The accident investigation report indicates that the victim was wearing a personal 
flotation device at the time of the incident. The warden observed that there were Coast 
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Guard approved flotation devices in the boat that were accessible, but that the passengers 
in the boat were not wearing them. The flotation device used by the victim was classified 
as a Coast Guard approved type III device. The remaining flotation devices in the boat 
were also type III devices. 

The warden noted in the accident investigation report that the operator of the boat did not 
consume any alcohol or dmgs the day of the incident. The victim was reported to have 
consumed three beers in a two hour period prior to the accident and no dmgs. 

The warden concluded his report to say that the cause was accidental in nature due to the 
inexperience of both the boat, operator and the victim. Although the boat operator 
reported that he had over 100 hours of boating experience, this particular boat was new. 
The operator told the warden that the kite tube was brand new and they had only used it 
on one prior occasion which was the day before the accident. 

The warden noted in the report because of the design of the kite tube, the person riding it 
controls the height of the tube by leaning forward or backward. The operator of the boat 
only controls the speed of the boat and thus the kite tube on the water. The warden noted 
that both parties were inexperienced with the kite tube and were unaware of its inherent 
dangers. 

The game warden stated in his report that this particular piece of equipment is new to the 
market and therefore he is unsure exactly what a safe speed would be to operate it at. He 
understood from witnesses that a safe speed was approximately 25 mph and the boat 
operator was going approximately 32 mph; therefore, he did not think the boat operator 
was acting recklessly or with criminal negligence. 

According to the game warden, he looked at the waming stickers on the kite tube and 
there was a waming sticker indicating that the tube could reach a height of 20 feet in half 
of a second. 

The game warden noted in the accident investigation report that the autopsy on the victim 
was completed and that "the cause of death was a transection of the aorta, a deceleration 
injury caused from the impact of his body with the surface of the water. There was no 
water in the lungs so the victim died upon impact and did not drown, nor was his neck 
broken as early reports suggested." 

On June 21, 2006, this investigator spoke with the game warden that investigated the 
matter. The warden stated that he did not directly witness the matter, but collected 
information for the investigation afterwards. The warden further stated that he viewed 
the kite tube and tow rope at the business of the deceased. When asked, the warden 
stated that he did not obtain any information on the tow rope, nor measurements. He 
stated that it appeared to be a standard ski rope. 

The warden stated that when he called the witnesses, they were hesitant to talk with him 
because an attomey was already involved on behalf of the family. The warden stated 
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after the boat operator contacted the attomey and he spoke with the attomey, the operator 
would then talk with him regarding the investigation. The boat operator told the warden 
that the manufacturer contacted the victim's wife approximately two days after the 
incident. 

The warden told this investigator that the boat operator and the deceased victim were 
business partners and that the boat and kite tube were at the business when he inspected 
them. The game warden stated that the kite tube was deflated when he looked at it and 
that there were numerous waming stickers all over the product. He said that one of the 
waming labels stated that the tube could obtain 20 feet in less than half a second. 

The game warden told this investigator that the witnesses in this matter might not be 
willing to talk as the family has retained an attomey. The warden was finally able to talk 
with two ofthe witnesses, but did not contact the victim's wife as she was extremely 
distraught after the incident. 

On June 23, 2006, this investigator was able to contact the "observer" on the boat and 
spoke to him regarding the incident. This person stated that the victim purchased the kite 
tube over the intemet only a couple of days before they used it. He stated that the victim 
had the product sent ovemight and received it either Friday or Saturday before the 
incident. 

The observer stated that on the first day (Saturday, April 29) everyone used the kite 
tube, but that nobody was getting any "air" and that he found it very difficult to use. He 
stated that the victim even found it difficult to use and told the others he was going to' 
watch the video that night before trying the kite tube the next day. The observer stated 
that the kite tube kept folding over and that it was wobbly. He stated that when inflated, 
it was over 10 foot in diameter. 

Prior to using the kite tube the following day, the victim told the others that it was all 
about technique and that by watching the video he realized that it was more than just 
hanging on. 

The observer told this investigator that the next day, the victim was the only person to use 
the kite tube and he was attempting the second pass when the accident occuned. The 
observer stated that the victim had the kite tube in the air and that it suddenly veered to 
the victim's left (the observer's right) and that the kite tube tumed upside down right 
before it hit the water. He stated that the victim let go ofthe kite tube immediately before 
it hit the water and was face down when the boat got back to him. 

When this investigator asked about the boat that was being used, the observer stated that 
the victim owned it less than a month. He further stated that the victim sold his old boat 
the Friday before Easter to the observer's brother. 

When asked about the tow rope that was used, the observer stated he believed it was 
about 60 foot long and that it was the rope that came with the kite tube. He stated that 

/ok7 



0606I2HCC3582 
Page 6 of 17 

there were three colors to the rope and that each section was approximately 20 feet long. 
He stated that at the time of the incident, all three colors were attached and that is why he 
estimates the length at 60 feet. He did not know the brand of the tow rope and only 
understood it to be the one that came with the kite tube. 

This investigator asked about his relationship with the victim, and the observer stated that 
he has known the victim for a long time and that he is the same age as his sister and the 
victim lived with his family for some time while he (the observer) was growing up. He 
stated that he ultimately went to work for the victim at his maintenance shop, however, 
after the victim's death; the shop was unable to stay open and has since closed. 

This investigator asked about the location of the product and the observer stated that they 
went and picked it up from the Coast Guard and it was stored at the victim's shop, 
however, everything has been cleaned out and he is unsure where the product is. 

On June 23, 2006, this investigator left messages for both the driver ofthe boat and the 
victim's wife to retum a telephone call. 

On June 26, 2006, the attomey for the victim's wife retumed the telephone call. At this 
time, the victim's wife is still very distraught over the incident; therefore, the attomey of 
record was interviewed in this matter. The attomey stated that the victim purchased the 
item online from skilimited.com. The attomey believed that the victim purchased the 
item for about $499. 

According to the attomey, the victim is a water enthusiast and he has grown up on the 
water and has always done lots ofwater sports activities. The attomey knows the victim 
well and considers his family good friends. According to the attomey, the victim is very 
physically fit and has no physical limitations. The attomey did not know the victim's 
weight, but stated that he was well over six foot tall. Additionally, the attomey stated 
that the victim owned a constmction business and since the death of the victim, the 
family has begun to shut the business down as no one else is capable of mnning the 
business. 

When asked about the tow rope that was used, the attomey stated that the tow rope came 
with the kite tube. He verified the observer's statement that the rope came in different 
lengths and further said that the rider would put the length based on how high he wanted 
the kite tube to go. 

The attomey said that the victim and his friends first tried the kite tube on that Saturday 
after watching the video. The attomey stated that he was told that everyone had difficulty 
on the kite tube and the victim watched the video again after that day. 

According to the attomey and verified by this investigator, on April 28, 2006, the kite 
tube by this manufacturer was named the 2006 sports product of the year by the Sporting 
Goods Manufactures Association. This was broadcast on Fox news under "Fox and 
Friends." According to the attomey this is where the victim first saw the product and he 
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ordered it online that day and received it the next day on April 29, 2006, which is when 
he first used the product. 

The attomey is very concemed about the product being advertised as the sports product 
ofthe year since it appears the product is very unstable. The attomey stated that there are 
too many variables and that the rider has no control. He stated that something as a slight 
gust of wind can throw the rider off and slam the kite tube with the rider back into the 
water. The attomey stated that the kite tube is unreasonably dangerous even if it is used 
as intended by the manufacturer. 

The attomey stated that the victim's family has filed suit against the manufacturer and the 
seller. According to the attomey, neither party has yet to respond to the lawsuit. 

The attomey told this investigator that the kite tube is a brand new product out on the 
market and that he believes it only became available about Febmary or March of this 
year. He also stated that he understood that the National Park Service at Lake Powell has 
banned the use of these kite tubes because they are so dangerous. On June 26, 2006, the 
CPSC investigator in San Francisco provided this investigator the document filed on June 
15, 2006, in which a law enforcement specialist with Glen Canyon National Park in 
Utah/Arizona submitted a request to prohibit kite tubing in that area (See Attachment #6). 

On June 26, 2006, this investigator researched the on-line company where the victim 
purchased the kite tube. The kite tube is listed as no longer available. This investigator 
called the on-line company and inquired about availability ofthe kite tube. The customer 
service representative stated that these specific kite tubes are no longer available. He said 
that they sold what they had and the manufacturer stated there were no more available at 
this time. 

On June 27, 2006, this investigator spoke with a lieutenant from the United States Coast 
Guard. This lieutenant stated that they were not the first responders and that they anived 
after the victim was in the ambulance being transported to the hospital. He said they 
contacted the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to determine if they were going to 
take jurisdiction. The lieutenant stated that a U.S. Coast Guard boat spotted the kite tube 
floating in the water after the accident and retrieved it and the following day, the victim's 
friends picked it up. The lieutenant stated that they did not generate an official report in 
this matter. 

On June 27, 2006, the attomey for the victim's family e-mailed this investigator the 
Plaintiffs Original Petition (See Attachment #7) that indicates the family and estate is 
suing the kite tube manufacturer, the on-line company that sold the kite tube, and the boat 
operator. Given the boat operator's status as a defendant in this matter, this investigator 
ceased her attempts at contacting him since he was not retuming previous telephone calls. 

On June 28, 2006, the game warden faxed over the autopsy report on the victim which 
indicates that the cause of death was transection of aorta with left hemothorax (See 
Attachment #8). The autopsy report stated that there was 1,200 milliliters of free and 
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clotted blood within the left chest cavity. The report also indicates that there were no 
fractures ofthe cervical spine. The autopsy stated that the victim was 71 Vi inches tall 
and weighed 225 pounds. The pathological findings on the victim were: 

1. Transection of aorta. 
2. Left hemothorax (1,200 milliliters of blood). 
3. Mild to moderate atherosclerotic coronary artery disease. 

The medical examiner also placed a comment at the end ofthe report which stated: 

"The decedent was being towed behind a boat on a kite tube. According 
to witnesses, the kite tube flew 15 feet into the air with the decedent and 
then impacted the water. The impact caused a transection ofthe aorta due 
to sudden deceleration ofthe body." 

Additionally, on June 28, 2006, the Justice of the Peace for Jefferson County 
faxed an autopsy report and included a toxicology report which indicated the 
victim's blood alcohol level was .04% (See Attachment #9). 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: 

1. Product Type: 
Brand: 
Model Number: 
Manufacturer: 
Retailer: 

Purchase Price: 

2. Product Type: 
Brand: 
Serial Number: 
Year of Boat: 
Retailer: 
Purchase Price 

Kite Tube 
Wega Kite Tube 
53-500 
Sportstuff Incorporated 
Ski Limited 
One Ski Limited Way 
P.O. Box 1000 
Bethel, NC 27812 
$499 

Boat 
Sea Ray 
SERA4458G798 
1998 
Unknown 
Unknown 

The first product is the Wego Kite Tube is yellow, black, red, and white in color and is 10 
foot in diameter. The CPSC investigator in San Francisco was able to locate and obtain 
exemplar pictures ofthe Wego Kite Tube (See Photos 1 through 13). 
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PHOTO #1.: This photo shows the outside ofthe exemplar box from the front. 

SPOa iSSTWr , INC. 
1121 '$ B Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NESSta? USA 
Tel: 402,592,9005 

mm'E iwmm^ 
88#.8tC8$'33 • 
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'PHOTO #2: This photo identifies the manufacturer of the Icite tube and that it was made in 
China. 

The manufacturer's web site provides the following details on the kite tube: 
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• I2 t l inrh inflated dianietr i (10 Joot) with slanted saucer contiquration 
• 840D ful l body nylon double skin cover with PU canting 
• Computcnzed double stitched sewing 
• Nylon zippered openings lor bladder insertion ynd adiustmcnt 
• Multiple mesh dram sorts, bar-tacked 
• Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer nng and slotting cockpit 
• HfiRforced towing system with molded aluminiin-i connpr.ffr (o' 

quick tow rope connection 
• Speed safety valves for last easy mtlatlon/dellation 
• P.irj i lel slott ing system with r.on-slip footsteps and neoprene pjdding 

for comfortable foot, knee, and Ipq MSP 
• 8 padded non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
• Heavy duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
• Reticstive Safety piping on al l handles and on fhe outsice top taping 
• Variable locps (or use of detachable leash 
• Panoramic 'see through double windows 
• Segmented tow rope is included adjustable length style 

45>'55/65 foot lengths 
• High visibil i ty, bi l lbuird btyle red and yellow watersports safety colors 

with chcckerbo.iid and caution accent striping 

PHOTO #3: This photo shows the features that the manufacturer advertises for this p.roduct. 

"120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
Computerized double stitched sewing 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion aud adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection 
Speed safety valves for fast easy Inflation and deflation 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
Variable loops for detachable leash use 
Panoramic see through double windows 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 
High visibility, billboard styie, red arfd yellow watersports safety colors vvith 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included." 

/O^f 
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m&m I.OFT.'KITE TUBE 

^ V,- .u 

7 ^/^§4^fefe&tV.i|iiG4 tiQS';? 's 
t - ' - • 

miiA: 

Akz^e^Amswfh' '. .'is}-

, i , •• • 

PHOTO #4: This photo shows the manufacturer's model number and the UPC code. 

/077) 
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PHOTO "5- 1 iiis photo shows the top view ofthe product packaging. 

GUARANTEE: Spor tss tu f l Inc. warrants, to the original purchaser 
only, that their high performance products v/hen used for normal 
recreational purposes are free from defects in material and 
workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from date of purchase. 
FOR PROrVIPT PARTS REPLACEMENT, CONTACT SPORTSSTUFF 
DIRECTLY AT 888.814.8833. REPLACEMENT PARTS ARE SHIPPED 
WITHIN 48 HOURS OF NOTIFICATION MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
DO NOT RETURN IT TO YOUR DEALER. 

ATTE: ' ' jT :or : ; 
R e a d a l l w a r n i n g s a n d i n s t r u c t i o n s p r o v i d e d w i t h t h i s 
p r o d u c t p r i o r t o u s e . DO NOT D I S C A R D ! 
D e s i g n s f e a t u r e d i n p h o t o g r a p h y s u b j e c t t o v a r i a t i o n s . 

WARNING: Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 

PHOTO #6: This photo shows the guarantee for the product. 

/OA 
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\ \ --

KITE TUBE USER 
Release of Liability: 

B\' .is-si-nit'hntj .uid inti.^ti!>q the Kite Tiibo. ycu aciree 
'.f>.At \ ou h.u o i-ead and uit8ei-st.iiicJ the enti're 
:>.oo:tssUin's product mr .mul . iiu-ludincj ali instructions 
>^nd »\,\niif^i>s contained in th.it ni.itenhl pnor to us:na 
U'>o K.te Tulv. Nou adoitionai!\ ag:vv> that yoii will ensure 
.ii'.\ .^cJd.'iion.^l or Sl.!^sequent u^ers of the Kite Tube w-ll 
le.'jo' ,vsd urvie'TSt.'ind the entire owner 's m.irikii. Misuse 
Oi unpi-ooe: us^e o< tbe Kite Tu^e could resuU in nsks . 
o.inipeis .^no l-..Tzarv.s wine!"* (V.̂ N result in senc ' j s injury-
or rfe.^th. T̂ -iO nsks .•̂ i'*d riniioers thrst .T..I\' be encountered 
throuoh 'ihe :nV(-vope: usk* cf the Kite T-be can be avoided 
'o\ re.-50'nj oi'̂ d toi'OAipgi the Vv'KiniiiQ.^uidehnes isstea 
vv-* .̂in t"ie ownc^r's .-Vu-.i-'L.a' .ind t , proper u s e of!«^'e K:te 
TL;LV, >O'J! 3sser,if!\ and u s e of t-'i.:;; produet sWll 'be 
ex'idence ei yowi 3cjree:r!ent. to '.ne fuHestextent-. 
ce:r."i ttec: :"\ 'o.«.-ro p:-ope!-J\ 'o'̂ -ow '."^'einstrucSonsKind 
. i^ 'de b \ ' ' . -e w-^smln^js set ioKh wlirirf tH'e product 
n."*;":;!.̂ !. ^o^J' .-^ssanib'j :i\-\6 i;se ol the Kite Tube ^ a l i 
--..so oo"v>: t'wto -1 -e 'e3se. to :^e e\:e:it.peJTn!t!ed;by .3v.. 
t.-'\ \-Oi! and hv .•sf'v '.•-, -;< o.~irTv pe'Ti-i ttedfc>y ycii to' l jse. 
i:> an\ r.-.-'siinei. the K.'.e Tube, to Spcrtsstunfrom.an\" 
.-"sc: all ..a^.' r\ •fo: .ii) Soss, d.in-.'ipe.ln'ur^' and/or' 
e\i:^.'"'.se th.-.t voi. o- .-.'̂ \ user c ' t^e Nite Tube may s l r e -
.aS 3 -o-s-j;? ĉ f tne use ot the Ktte Ti:be^;Fnls r£^eas5.i:n=!l 
e\ 'e">j to .5*.\ -osss 3.ir,-,3ce. :".;.-••> orexperjse-.dua to 
."-A :"at;se «'h.-.rsoe\'e-. -^r'^c ->p neslioenceDrfcVe.^rr'. 
ol oo-it;3ct or. the part of Sportssti.*! 'and/orarsy partx-
p.^:tiO'p,-.:i-To n t ^ e o e s o i S-na o: nanufacture-o! t h e 
s."-te Tu^e. "fhj? t^n-;-;? o't"" s re'e3.se shsll fce'-eMSJ^ve 
."5-id ^ n d n J jcior*. y o j . \'o.ir heirs r-evt.-fisf ;kia'evec'jtors 
33—.'iJSt-ato"s.. ssso:-,5 a-^c: reo 'esei tat tvei . - Your 
:isse-ir>">' .OCJ .:se o' t-v .̂ k-re T•J^e s"i3fl constitsl'te'yc-'--'-
a p - e e n e n t te sssur-ie 3 ^ J aro-ert any or-anikTiOHTJ,or 
j-.s-^oiN- - . s \ s ot ,n_„n te \-o.. 3-^r. of to th ln i p a r t e s 
f^-oj3"i :n? use c ' t^e Ki'te Tu^e. Sooiss tuf ; Snd.re'iated 
r.arties ^a\ 'e '^et T.ase and r>-e"er>' evpressV d e n ^ a r ^ 
o-a' o ' iN-irte^ rep.-eser.tat'OT 3->3 o- vvarranty, i n d u d n o 
rta-rarT> to* 3 cvartirj'.a* pj"DOse, ot'ner ^an'^Vhat is'se't 
' o t r - he>~en ."s-*;; r. f^e Jz'O'^spr.-"'? fC5tejrube,fnant.a:. 

• -. n;V!i. ' Spar^^nsTf-'lg: 

PHOTO #7: This photo shows the warnkig and release of liability- statement that the 
.manufacturer placed on the packaging. 

/A7 
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"Sti-is —IL'-JiliidL!':!'''. 

APPROXIMATE INrLATFD SIZE 1 

•" . a ' Vl, . , : " . . 
A .̂  \f 
•», ' A* 
•7 A 1 I 

•Ji.'JL^JLLj \ \ 5 . M \ - .. 

1-PERSON r,i;,> PAPACITY 
•A 

DVD 

f .> 

PHOTO #9; This photo shows ihe outside of the packaging and indicates that a DVD is inchided 
along with a tow rope. 

?• 

J \ , ' ' " 

I \ . l , ' ( I , 1 . ' » ^- -• -• ' 

) 

l_ 'V !JJ 

"V'il' '.'• ^ • . , ' !̂  I ' . . 

. -1 t 

. - r , , 1 

11 ; I l l • ' U ' • ' - 1 " ' 

I I ' 

' i - V . V J " 

' f, ^ 

VX I , - , r- ,1 4 ' r . r ' j ,i:, .' \ 0*JI I"-' ' - - ^ 

PHOTO #10: Tliis photo shows the statement by the manufecturer about how the product can 
reach incredible heights. 

10?3 
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PHOTO #11: This photo from the exemplar packaging shows partial instructions on how to ride 
the kite tube and that there is an instructional DVT) along with the product. 

K > • « # < ' " . 

xiAt h r;Ji=r.. 8e su« to twd all mstruttmns and w.,nings pr.ar io nUmg. immncs sais Xiting' 

PHOTO «12 Tins photo iiom the cxcmplai packaging gives a statement on how to "fly" the kite 
tube. 

/A7A 
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PHOTO #13: This photo shows more ofthe exemplar packaging for the kite tube. 

The second product is a 1998 Sea Ray motorboat. The boat is 20'10" long and made of 
fiberglass. The hull is white and the serial number for the boat is SERA4458G798. 
There was a 260 hp engine on the boat. 

One of the witnesses told this investigator that the victim only recently purchased the 
boat approximately one month before the incident. 

SAMPLE COLLECTION: 

None. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Identity of Respondents 
2. Authorization of Name Use 
3. Texas Parks & Wildlife Accident Investigation Report 
4. Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Owner's Manual 

im 
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5. Sportstuff Towable Owner's Manual 
6. Glen Canyon National Park Restriction Proposal 
7. Plaintiffs Original Petition 
8. Autopsy Report 
9. Toxicology Report 

/076 



mENTITY OF RESPONDENTS: 
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Attomey Representing the Victim's Family 

2. Ryan Hall 
Game Warden 
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
5550 K Eastex Freeway 
Beaumont, Texas 77708 
(409) 892-8666 

3.Jmmj7NlJ) 
Customer Service Representative 
Ski Limited 

4. The Honorable Tom. Gilliam 
Justice ofthe Peace • . 
Jefferson County 
525 Lakeshore Drive 
Port Arthur, Texas 77640 

^^^gypbse rve r ) on Boat 

7. Lt. Steven Stowers 
United States Coast Guard 
2901 Turtle Creek Drive 
Port Arthur, Texas 77462 
(409) 719-5060 
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O YES O NO 

- (Signature) (Date) 

Per the attomey for the family ofthe victim, release of name is not authorized. 

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSCs Web Site; http://www.cpsc.gov 

/A^ 
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 
ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORT 
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B WATBRdUtfTACODENT 
a DROWNlKSlNVEsnGA-nON 

PAGE 
1 of 

REPORT MUMffil* 

aWranSATtNG <y RCER 

RyanL. Hall 
ACCS^HTQATE 

mmmm 
0AYOFWBBC 

Sunday 
TIME ( ^ ACC. 

3:tSpm 
BATEmilSWOTinEO 

4aiW>6 9;00pm 
TIME/WRIVEO 

N/A 
SOUi^CEOiiCftU. 

Shariff8 Dept. 
TYt^OFflCCIQEMT 

Water swing 
*llilUREO 

0 
9MSSIM6 

0 
#VESSELS 

1 
PRORDASMQE 

mm nvEs 
APPROX. WIDTH OF VWTCRIWAYJ D I ^ROM SHORE (fSCS^ 

1200 ft. ' ' " ° ^ 
BODY OF WATER 

Sabine Lake 

iave^a.oPER.(vn 
aDROVWgDVlCT.(ORI) 

COUIW 

Orange 
N E A R ^ T T W W 

Bridge City 600 iL 

LA@TMAIUE 

Luna 

VESSEL tmiEHmmMi i i 

cmr 
Orange 

FIRST NAME 

STATE 

TX 
2fiC0S£ 
77630 

RACE ! SEX 1 DATCOF BIRTH 

White I M I msanB 
SOC. SEC. NO. 

THlPHt»tE RBiTALvessa. 
S MO Q VES 

,77630 
VESSEL REG. txa DO& N a 

KO.t>EH.OHBOW«3 

5 

Sea Hay 
ENGINE m m j ENSWE HP 

YEAR 

98 

W/A 
OPER. EST. Sf^ED 
QFVESSa 
3 2 IW>H 

waSELTYPE 

Iflotorboat 

260 
EST. T H R O m i 
POsmoN 
90%OFFUU. 

ENGINETirPE 

VO 

tENSIH 

20'W 
ENGINE YEAR 

OPEt?. posmoN 
3 

OPERATKW OF VESSEL AT TBftE OF ACCIDEIO" 

B CRUlSmQ (OM PLANE> DPLOVWNG <BOW ELEVATED) 

D lOLE SPEED D ATAfffiHOH 

D DRIFTING n DOCKINeMANElWER 

IS mTERSKlNG Q OTHER: 

ITRiE ON WATER PJJECEOINe ACClCa^ 

approximatefy 1.S hours 

HULLMATHUALS 

RtiarBlass White 
CIRCLE/Ui. 0AMA6EO AtiEAS (CHOOSE CORRECT VESSEL CONF 

JUmALttaPACT AREA# W A 

l?iSURB>aNQ OYES OOLtAR EST. PAIViftae TO VESSEL $ 0 . 0 | ; 

IRATKSN) 

la^ELOW 
VUATBRUNE 

144-OVMER 
UNrr/PROP. 

IS-VWfDSHiaO 
t&BUFMED 
IT^UNK 
lW!«JNODflt*VGH 

DESCRtBEDAlyiACE N / A 

NO. PER. ON BOARD 

VESSEL MANUFACTER YEAR VESSELTYPE LEK6TH HULL MATERIALS HULL£»LOR(S) HIN 

EKSINEMAKE ENSINEHP ENGINE TYPE ENGINE Y E ^ 

OPER EST. SPEED 
OF VESSEL 

ESXTHROfrTLE 
POSITION 

MOFFtftL 

OPER. POSrrfON 

OPERATION OF vEa5a.ATTiMii OF ACCIDENT 

n CRUISING (ON PLANE) DPLOVWNG (BOW ELEVATED) 

n P3LESPgED D ATWIGHOft 

D ORIFTTNe . n DOCKING IWftliEliVER 

a WATHISKINB • OTHER: 

TIME ON WATER PRECEDING AKXiDEMT 

Cfl^CLE ALL DAHWBED AREAS (OiOOSE CORRECT VESSEL CONFffiURATIOND 

tNmAL IMPACT AREA # _ 

a\ 31 * 1 s I -

7c 
Ant 

2\ 3 t -» I S I 

OR A 
MSUREDPNO DYES 

' ' V i i f i o i a i * 

13-eeLow 
WATeUME 

144.0VtfeR 
UNFT/WOP. 

15-WINDSHIELD 
leaURNED 
17.SUNK 
ts«u.mo DMmSS 

DOULAR EST. DAMAGE TO VESSEL , 
OESCRSE DAMAGE 

OFiaooo-iwr (osm) 

//J9f 
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ACCiDEiir lNVESTieATlONREPOfrr (CONTiNUED) 
HEPOOTMUMBER PABE 

2 or ^ 

CODES FOR lNWM.VBMa«r 
O-OPERATOR 
P-PASSENSER 
W-»UmlES8 
SK-VHATERSQER 

SC~SCUBADWER 
OR-DROWNED VKnDti 

COTES FOR INJURY 
l-NOHMPPAIffiNT 

a-mntsR 
3-MODSlATB 
S-FATAL 
6-k«SSIKG 

V ^ S E L N 0 . 1 USE oiommjUAL NUMBER FOR VE^ELNO.2 

^J^ 

OPnONAt: USE DOTTED UNES w r w ARROWS TO »iDlGATEIi«JVBS*ENT OF PASSENGERS 

POSfT-MJC. RELATION TO VESSEL 
t-RBUSAWS ABOARD 
2 - EJECTED CNBiBS^HO 
3-.LEAVES VESSEL 

vommim.y 
VESSEL 

060612HCC3582 
Attachment #3 
Page 2 of 9 

TYPE OF FLOTAT50N DEVICE 

a-UNKNOWN 
1 - INADECHJATE NUMBER OF PFD's ON BOARD 
2~-APPR0W£D.ACCESS»LE.{ISED 
3-APPftO\ffiD, AO^SSIBLE NOT USED 
4-APPROVED, NOT ACCESSffiLE. NOT USED 

AMBULANCE CCWIPANY 

Unknown 

e-NOTAPPRO\mD, ACCESSIBLE, IKED 
6 - NOT APPRGVEtJ, ACCESSIBLE, m t USED 
7 - NOT APPROVED, MOT ACCESSIBLE. WOT USED 
8 - NO PFDS ON BOW»D. NONE USBD/AVAILAflLE 
9-0THER 

A-TYPE I 
B-TYPEB 
C-TYPEttl 
D-TYPEW 
E-TYPEV 

F-SWBELT 
G-INFLATABLE 
H-OTHER 
(-NONE 

i-immomt 

HOSPITAL OR CUNIC 
St. Maiy*8 Hospital, Port Arthur, Texas 

CODES FCKR BELOW 
1 -TREATED ANO RELEASS) 
2-ADlSfllTTEO 
a-TRANSFERRED TQ OTHER HOSPITAL 
4 - REFUSED Tî EATMENT 

IND.i D g S C R t P n O N OF INJURY CODE 

Deceased 

: ^ 

OFiaoOtWH? (Q8IC4) 

/ / ? ^ 
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,328eoas3i5 * e/ i7 
IgJUUO 

PRCHiiOUHCEO 

<SiaamJPB 
AUTOPSY? 
JFYESiBY: 

VSEATWER 

B d s m 
DCLOUOY 
D F O Q 
DRAIN 
D ® ) O W 
OHAZY 

A«TEHP 
S S ' F 
WATH»Ta«» 
801= 
VWVTHl DEPTH 
<M> FT 

W»iO 
DIRECTION: S o u t h '• 

a NONE 
HLJGIfr{(MiMPH) 
O l«>I«RATE{r-14MPH} 
D STO£»IG{tS-2SMP>ft 
D STORM [OVQtZS MPH) 

OTHER 
COMDmONS 
Bi BAYnlME 
D MIGHT 
D D U S K 
D DAWM 

VISlBDLtry 
DAY NJGHT 
8(3000 a 
D FAIR a 
D POOR a 

BOATING TflAFFIC 
H U S H T 
n U E O l l M 
D HEAVY 

WATER CONOmONS 
K CAtlW OlVAVES LESS THAN 8 ^ 
DCHDPPY (WAVES B - - ? ) 
a ROUGH (WAVES 2--6') 
a VERY ROtKSH (WAVES GREATER 

TftANB") 
nCURRENT 
• STRONG CURRENT 

D NO gJ VIS 

Jeflieison Co, 
BLOOD SAsirLE? Q NO g ] YES 
IF YES, stfflMrrrg? BY: I M t o i g n e 

FUNBVU.HOME 
Claybar 

PBRSOM(3) RECOVERING BOOY 

FafwByWatnbere 
CAUSE OF OEATH 
D DISAPr%ARANC£ 
g ] ACODENTAL 

TRAUMA 
a DROWNINQ 

D OTHER {a»ECIFY) 
SWIMMIMGABILnY 

S STRONG 
OlWEOHJM 
O WEAK 

O l<iOW«Wn»MER 
D UMKNOWS 

DATE / TW!E OF HECOVEFIY 

mo/m 3;aipm POaTION W BODY WHEN 
FOUN0 
Ftoatinq 

METHOD OF RECOVERY 
by h a n d 

WATER DEPTH & BCTTIOM COND. 

varjable S^S' 

O^CRiBE FATAL INURV / TRAUMA 

heart injury 
OTHER MARKS OR WOUNDS OM BODV 
N/A 

FROTH CONE 
IS NO D Y E S 

UViDITY VISIBLE 
NO D Y E S 

ANYREOENTPHYSICAL / MENTAL 
PROBLEMS B NO DYES 

PROPERTY OWNER NAKE / AIWRESS 
N/A 
t S S O t S E PROPERTY OfXyVSED I LOST m O DOLLAR VALUE 

NfA 

ANY AUCOHOUC BEVERAGE WJTTIflSI 8 MRS. OF ACC.? 

VWDRl V2fliR2 IF YES. AMrjm>EmME INVOLVED 
SI O N O 

ANYNARCOTICSOR MED. PRECEDING 
ACC? 
Viro V2S5R2 (FYfiS, DESCRIBE 

Rl IS NO 

QPSWVTQRA/KJTIIW OpeRATOSATOTtM (CONTD) 

CHaKKCALOii BREATH TEST? 

vtiDRi ysmm 
S D M O r REQUESTED 

TYPE TEST. 
RSULTS 

VeSSEUEQUlPMETfT (CONTD) 
VlrtlRI 

D 

D 

D • 

a 

Cl 
SPECIFY 

a 
SPECIFY 

a 
a 
o 

SPECIFY 

D 

sreciFY 

V2/DR2 

O 
D 
D 
D 

o 
O 

EXCESSIVE SPEED 

EXHAUSTION 

FAILED TO ICEEP PROPER 
LOOKOlfT 
FAILED TO TAKE EVASIVE 
ACTION 
FATIGUE 

HEALTMaiKDIGAL PROSLEM 

V1/0R1 

a 
V2n»2 

, . , OTHER WEHATOR 
*-* ERRQIW/UJLT 
n SWftJMJNGABIlirY 
" (WeaWNons) 

Vt/PRI 

Q 

D 

vaoaa 
D 

a 

OVERLOAD5} 
(LISTC«».IRATINQ& 
ACTUAL LOAD IN 
iWRRATIVE 

TYPE OF VESSEL 

VESSEL / EOUIPWEMT 

a IMPAIRED (ALCJimUGS) 

gl INEXPERIENCE 

• INATTOJTiON 

D OPERATING TOO CLOSETO 

n OTHER CAUSE Nor LISTED 

VlffJiKI VZfiWZ 

a a 
SPEOFY 

O 

SPECIFY 

D 
a 
D 

SPECIFY 

• 

ENVIRONMENT 

a 

n 
D 
D 

EQUB". FAILURE {PFD. B ^ s 
Pump, etc.) 

MECH. FAILURE (Elet/Fort. 

HULL FAILURE 

ISBPROPERLY LOADED 

NAVK3. USHTS (Nore/Pailsal) 

OBSTTRUCTED VISIBILTY W 
VESSEL 

VWDRT 

a 
SPECIFY 

O 
SPECIFY 

D 
SPECIFY 

m 
SPECIFY 

vtmxa 
O 

a 

O 

HAJanO IN WATER 

RESTRICTED ViSfBILnV 
(Fo8. Rain, ata) 

WATER CONCmONS 
(Raugli Chi^, Cunent, eic.) 

O WEATHER CONOrnONS 

moderate wind gusts 

vt 

D 

V2 
O NO ACTION TAKEN 
D COTATTONtSSUEOjCHARI^iCOUilTDATBCtrY 
g RERERRH}Tgft8?SecUTt3RFpRCHARGBS 

VI V2 

(NVESnGATlNGOFFll REV1EW6D AND APPROVED 

OFl200a-0«7 (OS/04) 

/0>^/ 
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4 d ^ 

On April 30,2{X}61, State Game Warden Ryan L H^l and Michae! K e e n ^ were psAolOng Cow Bayou for water safety 
vids^'ons. We obseved a white Sea Ray Inboard displaying the r^sIraGort numbeis TX 9541 JC occupied by one wttite 
male and c»te white female, s p ^ d past our. patrol boat wii Jle tfie fla^ingf blue 8ghis ware activated, V\te pursued Wie boat at 
a top speed of approximately 48 mph until we laaehed ttie boat ramp at Hw^ 87 in Bridge City, T&tas at af^toximafdy 3:45 
pm. 

When vm made contact witti the white male identifted hansdf as ^(pHMlSl '^ ^ ^ appeared extremely excited and stated 
that iie had an em&Qet«^ and had lo i^fve right away, t asked him to ex|:4a!n and he Indicated that he and stme friends 
were pull ingi^f lMHPiiBBfi on a tube by Stewts island and he fell off and was unomscious and unresponsive, i asked if 
he had iseen operating ttie boat at the time of the accittenL He indicated ihat a person named , | | | g | p i had been operating 
tite boa! at thattnne. He said thai authorises had met them lA Rainbow Marina in Port Arthur and ttiat<l4MlMKI> had ridden 
on the ambuianoe widi the vidim. Jj^m^iren ^ Ihe bv^ njnning and walked up to where iiis vehida wss parited and we 
ftousht ite viss ^ ' n g to back dcnwmid load the boat orrto the ̂ i tar : Instead lie left tiw boat ui i i ^ wafer and went to the 
ho^ttet. i t u m ^ off t i » motor m d left my bo^ne^s card for ttiem to cali me vnth more infonn^oa 

I 'made severe phone c^is to ensure ttiat someone iwas irwest^afing the acddent and share 3ie information i had wa'th 
them. Haixsdjf I made contact with suc^ as Pott Arthur P.D, Orange County S.O., and Jefiierson C«jnty S.O. had any 
information ̂ u t the acddent or whidKhospitaf^e victim and operator went to. {{eft word with fliedi^iafoher at Orange 
County S-O. to call me if ^ e heani anyttiing else. She called later aiat ©vening with infOTmatlon from the U.S. Coast Guard 
and asked me to cadi a Ueuten^fit Stowers for more itt&rniation. 

Lieutenant Sfowers advisi^ tiiat one tg Hs pErtrd boats arrived al the Rainbow Marina where liie vicbm had been taken to 
meet with an anbulance shorty i^ter ttie bos* carying tiie vicHm arrwed. He stated t h ^ his men spt^« vm* wStoiesses on the 
scene and identified the operator of the vessel as •itagtlttamt'aiwi the victim as J f inMf in i i i iK i - He had a phone number 
^ ^ ' i H H H M n ^ ' H e stated that his men efid not Ind ics te i i ^ l iH i ippaared intoxicated, but that t h ^ did observe ̂ cohctf in 
the'BSi. i-te stated that ^mSieft with the anbulanoe and fhe viclim to the hospital, i asdied ff anjRwe fron taw enforcement 
ttad been on-scene to order a mandatory trtood specimen be talcen from m m i ^ d he Indicated that there was not A Wood 
specimen to t e ^ for eicoho! waa nc^ taten f n m Mr-^iiliHP^ 

On {May 5,2006, ^ e day after flie fun«i^ sendees 1i^«MHUIttH0mi6, i contacted l0.JaK0KHKIKKma ill Ibr an inten/iew. 
H© agreed to the intwview and ̂ v e a wrftten statement of the events that transf»red at ttie time <tf the a<xidant He ^ated 
that he had not been drinlong any i^txlhci on the day of She acddent HB stated ttiat they had launch^ Qia boat at 
a ^ ^ ^ i a t e ^ t:30 pm s ^ r atfisiding diundi s^vices. IHle ^ated that at appoximateiy 3:1S pm he vi^s <^ratingd4Hig» 
i M M p s bo£^ that he had just recen% purchased, f-fe was puntr^4«gilHtfcon a braid new Wego iOte-Tube that they had 
used on one occasion tiie rfey bdwe. He stated that t » had made one pass westbound in front of Stewte l^and on th© 
north end of Sabine Lake and turned around fn the f<ie«*e3 Fliver and headed eastbound to malce another pass in fmnl ef the 
island. He staled ttiat he waa in the deep part oftfiediannel on the north side rf Stewts Island traveling near full thiotflte 
which was approx&naSely 32 mph while pulling i M M H l ^ He stated that when he r^iched the ea^emmost end of Stewts 
Island he g l ^ j ^ t e d c and saw that v S l M P i was airbome on ttte Kfe-Tufaa He stated that seconds later his t^senrer and 
Pa^nger € H i l | p p i % t v i ^ d him to tum around that j j i i i l t l . d M e n crff the Kite-Tube. He stated that rittM v^s 
floatir^ facedkiwn in tiie water unconsctous. He advised that another tioat i^tnessed the acddent and got i o 9 ! t ( / H ^ fiist 
and they were able to g ^ him onboard tiie boat He stated that they did nof obsenre any vita) ^gns but CPR was 
administered on tiie way to the R^nl»w fiflarina after calling 911. Ha ^ M ^ he talted i»«h the O.S. Coast Guard at ffie 
Marina and left with flie ambuianoe canying J i l l i i M I , He stated tiiat q ^ J M w a s pronounced dead at S t Mary's Hospital 
in Port Arthur. Texas, tjy JusSce of the P ^ ^ Gillam. 

On May S, 2Q0S, after intenrieiwng H M B I conteded Mr. SMHUif t t for an interview. He i^reed to an interwaw and gave 
a written statsnent as wall He Elated that s i tiie moment of tiie axxitSatAl^jgggg^ rose suddenly on tiie Kite-Tube 
approxunately 15-20 feet into ttie air. He stated tiiat the tube became unstable at ttiat height and began a hard dive to the 
feft sianming il i lHi»<^l°'wn into the water, t-la steted tiiat rHoMMliI bounced cff of ths airface of ttte water approximately 2 
times and skidded across ttie surfece of tiw water. He sJat«i tiiat he vras than floaSi^ fac?e down unconscious in tiie water. 
He stated timt he had tsonswned # ioul one beer fatfors the acddent but he ^atsd tiiat Luna had not been drinidng at all. 
_ B^,™tnesaes gave the names of the OOIOT passengers on board which conasted on R9rs**i l i lw», the victims wife, and 
^ ( M H i i i ^ i H i i G I gidftlend, TItey rfso stated that tiiere were no <±iects in ti*e water nor any other boats in the nearby 
vranity that HgMi i i icould h ^ e Intto cause hie death. 

OFLE00CWM7 (05/D4) 
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After intenrievt̂ ng titemntnesseson I " ' l^ l l i iLi '^''^ Wtnessesihat obsenred a portion d!tiie acddentffwn tiie 
beach on Stewte f stand, and consoiting the a u i ^ ^ ^ o r t J have «»idud^ this investigaSon. Because of tiie design of the 
wego4Qt»-Tube the person ridir^ on the tube controls tiie height of ttie ftjbe on^r the ̂ mier b^ lining fonvard or badcw^d. 
Ther^ore the oidy inpid titat tiie opeiator of tiie vess^ has Is the speed at widch it is beinjgi pdled and staying dear of any 
other obstades or v e s s ^ in the wat«*.. In Stis case, boti tiie qierator arvd the person riding the iQf&.Tube were 
insjqsertenoed because it was a new piece of equipment iTiBy had rid<jfen on Itfor Hie first ttne ttie previous diŝ  without 
incident and were unaware of its inherent dang^^ Because this ie a new piece rf equipment to the markid, I do not know 
what is a safe speed to putt tiiie equI|Hment behind a boat, K is my wideistendi^ tt^t it is recommended thatthe Kite-Tube 
t» pidled ̂ jproxlmai^ 25 mph to readi inning speed. Therefore I do not think tii^ Luna was operEflng the vessel 
reddessly or with ciiminai negligence.in this case. I also do not brieve t h ^ ^cohol was a factor in this aoddtent, hov̂ nrer 1 
do regret not bdng able to intenriew the (̂ >eratc:H'after the acckient to detî ininB if a blood sample was warranted There are 
mulfiirfe waming sttckers on tiie Kite-Tttoe iteeif. one of whk* indicates that the tulje can lift to a height rf 20 feet in h ^ d a 
second. 

The autop^ report on Mr. tiJHIfaHndkatesttie cause of d^ith asa transectkin rfthe aorta, a deceilere '̂on injury 
caused fnom the impact of fH'e foody v«tii tlie surface of the vî ter. There was no water In itm lungs so SttKKmi died upon 
Impact and did not dnown, nor was his nedc broken as early rqporte suggested. 

(n my opinion IMs ̂ axit^rd is tiie lesutt rf inaxperienca with a new fu&oedt ê uifHnent on ti^ i^if of tire victim and the 
opeiator rf' tite boat i deb have oOTtoems as to the ovetaK safety rf the Wego^Gte-Tube for use on puUic \t/atm as there is 
no limit to tite hei#it at MOJ^ it can atiam or how fast it IMII dec^Herate after Gaining that hei^t No criminal rftarges have 
been fried as a resuit^^'^^-lnvestig^on 
B<VESTK3AT»IGOFFlCI REVIEWED AND /^'PROVED 
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDUFE DEPARTMENT 
DIAGRAM 

REPORT NUMSER 

PAGE 
U Of ^ 

•jSi Ws*8rCrB8:Aa*ient 
n Buoy Diagram 
D Ofter _ „ 

80Ar#1 ( £ ^ E a ) , 
80iAT#2(OPea), 

REPORTING OFRCER/BADGE NO. 

BODY OF WATER 

-^/^jfTf/i/g: C A M E 

DATEOFOCCURANCE 

TtMEOFOCCURANCE 
C3AM 0PM 

NOTE: DIAGRAM IS NOT TO SCALE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 

A 
XI 

A 

-INTRACOASTAL 

'yP 

OF 12000-047 (OS'fW) 
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TecAS PARKS & WILDUFE DEPARTNIENT 
VOLUNTARY STATEWIENT 

NOTE; WITNESS TO SUBMrr A DIAGRAM ON NBCT PA6i.FAPPLlCABLE 

REPOirrNUMBm 

DATEOFSTiCTEMarr 

^ ' /6 î i .PM 

Â)fyiA tfi<̂  ̂ -eeyUfd sheeyp* 

/e fy .p^^ 
^ 

/̂ >or̂ .'g ^APr&KfU-

25 P miri 

<̂ n. ?%g, 4'^rrw'A 

/UtAf fAoK ': ruka fAas ftoA 
/4e. ^kAA 74a^)-AW^.,^ 

J ^ ^ 5 ^ A?di/iy:/e<!^^. 

&{̂  m-j d^^ii'''^r' 

I have reacUwrftten the above statement consisting of 1 
accurate account of the event{s) which took place on I 'VPY^I 3 ^ 'Z&^vg. 

pages and attest that tt is a true and 
_and 

that this statement was given by me freely and voluntarily, without fear or threat or promise of reward. 

wrrwEss VlflfTWESS 

OF L200O-^)47 (OSffM) 

7 A ^ 
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VOLUNTARY STATEMENT 
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NOTE: WTTNESS TO SUBMrr A DIAGRAM ON NEXT P A I ^ , IF APPUCABLE 

BEPORTNUMBBfl 

OATEOFSTAtEMEMr 

57s7o< 

p ^ 
of g ' 

DAM' 

...iitir.. I - "̂̂ Tf •• T l ' f r -*^ — • n n ' ' g-T;:;,, • - — — A J S - ^ S - ' - T T — » - , ^ , - i - ... .—.... ^ _ 

otfv * w Mi-lie, 

^ iiUiiS AloeA^fk Â C& 0ai^v\ iW -jieL U k A r r unCQi^Sictet^c^, 
y^e te^ {Ajâ 5 AO roK^^cTT \jCytiL at^\J eAker a^jecA u^t-fA 

I have read̂ OTitfen tte above stetement consisting of 1 pages and attest that it is a true and 
accurate acooun. of the event(.) which took place cn I p T ^ a ^ ' ' aoo/.. and 
that this s^teoierrt was given by me freely and voluntarily, without fear or threat or promise of reward. 

yyJuA wrrNESS 

OF tsmttmf {ps/04) 

/dSi 
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mi vx jL 
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j^^fl V 'fil t..yl\ti 

BEPORT NPMBiaR POR STATISTICAL PURPOSE ONLY BAB NUMBER 
NAIVfEOFVrCTTM 

Street 
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C% 
Texaji 
State 

77«S0 
Zip 

Orange 
Goaaty 

RACE 

ZQHispaiic 

4D0f t e r 

S.OUakoowa 

SEX 

ZnPemaie 

YICIIM WEARING 

PERSONAL PLOTATIONDEVICE? 

t S Y e s 2 D N O 3DUnkaovwi 
AGE 
33 

OCXIUPATION 

CoQstractiDii 
Owaet 

SWIMMING 
ABUJTY 

llSOood 
ZDPOOT 

ACnvmr 
2f3Wt&ng 
spsudb^ 
4 QScBbaDirmg 

6ClFid>ing 
7QCMio5"mg 

SQHuBting 
tOCyritiltoagiie 

OFVICDtM 
i lODh^EDHy 

ISQAJirlVbtftttss 
WDDiving 
15 QJinaptog 
16 Diet a i 
17 OPBtB-Safflng 
IS SSb'isg 
WDBoaSng 
aOPOttiBr 

CADSEFACTDR 

i QFeUin-mSer 
inWKtovMter 
SQBitbypropeilet 
4nVi*ldBBccJtoit 

7DP<wn»liB6 
SMOrtsr 

2Di^>aet^ 
SpFood 
40H68rt 

PHYSICAL UMTTAHONS 

8 Oniĵ sifia] tiaoilisap 

Jonotho(speclSf) 

DRUGS ALCOeOL 

tHvYtiii Z O K Q 3Dt3tfc, 

DAM DATE O F ACCIDENT 

STATE 

TIXAS 

TMB 
3:15 

NAME OF BODY OP WATER 
Sabine Letee 

NEAREST CITY OF TOWN 
Bridge Cily 

I J O C A T I O N (Give.location precisely) 
O s die Nertiteast end of Sitewts Jshaui 
approxiiBab^ 1 mftesoutb of Hwy 73. 

COUNTY 
CIraBge 

cam 
1700 
<:X)DE 

DID TBE ACCaJNET 
OCCUR IN A STATE PARK? 

TYPE OF WATER BODY 

I QOtittliays 
2g|Ldb» 
SORTCOB 

4DCw«cstitaift 
5CK)QiCT<3peciiy) • • 

ACCnJBOT DETAILS f l M infonnation sottices,iwitnsss^ local 
ageno' reports, medical examiner rqjorts, etc.) 

Accoriii»tolhconeraofoflbelg<riDgTgssAhlir.LnBa.tfaev{ctiniwM 
iMing on a Wcg»lBte4qlni wWdi i? daiigBsd to Kft dgthsTiate a an iBi)de-
whealidcg ftiwrf. ..lllBagtatJ tttatSlafe Hunt was Setynig at a^ i?timver 
anJftaflicY»c«m'si»ifeiire8takiii2til<aari». At sonre point when Ifacv 
aeMedttaMa^astendofSiCTrtsI^aBd'which«iMaw<tta^ 
wMthiiW«BOrldaMtAgwise<lw>pn!^dmg»^ tSftetoffofthewalgSBTfece 
WlMlBl»eiitatWW^atMmtoadi»atetv32maes^aiM^^ •WhenBtetnt&ftibe 

DATE AND TIMB OFKKJOVBRY 

itmm 
HOWRECOVEEHtyZ 

liBnid oat ofwater 
WHO RECOVERED? (Ojtfy caeck One) 

1 POame Wsrdsa 4 OFire DepSTtment 
2D«.S,CoastGii8tU 5 DtetatePaifePeace Officer 
3DshcriffeOffii»otP«:^eeDq;t. SglOdier 

WEATHER 
l ^ a e a r SQSnow 
z O a o u d y eDHajy 
3DF6B TDNMOWI 
4[3Ratn (fissstcr 

VISffilLTY 
i g G o o d 

SpPoof 

WIND 
iDNons 
2By#it{6-«MPH) 
3 Pt*HleRit)»(7-l4 MEa) 
4DSt«ing(15-25MPH) 
5nStom!(Ov«-25MWr) 

lEMPHRATORBS 
(Estimates) 

lAir ^ "F 

ZWaler ffi •F 

WATER CONOmoNS 

2 {Sleepy 
3 pliwjgb 
4DVofj'r<JBgh 

5 DSfrang cuirait 

OTnel>«!fc down aod inadeotrntactwifothe waterafMin the victim. ;Bn^ 
PitctoAfellpgofaieldte^iilK). TTuivictimglodcledaetosathesutftceofthe 
THdg|wemcfe« twice M<»ft>«tegfl»(»^^ Afi»axtofte> 
victim WBsiit ataflter boat and otwetval flie aoijdentand gotto t>im firet Imt 
be-wasiBiccn^dtMSjndiliOTKBapoiBive. AnamWance-gascafledandCPR 
viwc(»dBd8AwtheboMeiKWiteJ»[m!^eh!>8robdiffi»^ thevtctiinneva-
sufmmi coasxAoma^ «id:w«s oroammged dead at Saint Maiv's Hos«̂ }tal in 
Pott Arthw. Toro. The bQatopcratoc^VBastrtegM^ttotbeU.S.C<a9t 
GuardbttbreheteftfatolMSpitiitiaiifetl^ijvicein. T^mdicaledfaedidnot 
s»p^ w^WP?*ta,hBtfti8iaHtt'».8latel gnJwwAlliB vwi^.. Vn-lew 
wfei-aaiHaitaiBawwM.tontecttdtttintOTiBwitffiopc!!^ 

J 

WAS BOAT INVOLVED? 

BOATMAKE 
Sat Say 

HORSEPOWER 
230 

BOATNUMBBR 
1X9M1JC 

BOATMODEL 

MODEL 
N/A 1 

BOAT NAME 
W/A 

MOTORBRANDNî ^VfE 
„ J » o 

YEAR 
N/A 

WAS TOE CAPACnTO^ATKlKXIMMENDEXCaBBDH} 

HoBqiDWBr 1 QYCS 2 gjNo 

lATESlAL 

HJOTATKSSI 

OPEaAimoNATTiMEaFACaiDMBr 
1 POoamiBictelArttvii^"^ 
zQOraisitig 
3 QAnnoaebiitg Dock: 
4 SWatnr Skiing 
SPRRfiing 

TQBeingTowed 
SpDiimng 

ioPTiedToDDCk 
11 DFusling 
IZPFbhing 
13 DHonting 
14 PSldn C^ing « Swinaning 
iSDoawr(Bpe(%) 

WAS THE BOAT ADEQUATELY EQUIPPBD Wrrat 
tCQapptondti&sayiasieviixsi SVes CB*i 
ZWetBflieyacocsaalB? HYes C&fo 
3 Ware fty worn? PYta BNo 

NAME AND ADDOTSS OT OPERATOR 
OfostiA T. I-oaa IO, » 8 0 N. 36* St , OWM^ Jit , 77©» 

LAW BNFORCBMEOT (SFRiOBR 
Hyanl^IfeU 

TITLE 
GamcWarJeal 

TRLEPHONB NtJMBER 

ADDRESS 
SSSa UtasUx grwy,Beaiimont. Tx. 7?TOS 

AGENCY 
Tpwa 

DATE 

/^<f7 



WegoKiceTubeMaiiual2006.qxd 11/10/05 S 

4-

0S0612HCC35S2 
Attachment #4 
Page 1 of 11 

WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL 
Impor tan t in format ion is enclosed in this manual. Please read these mater ia ls 

prior to assembl ing and using th is product . Keep for future reference. 

For quest ions on assembly, parts or warranty, contac t the experts at 
Sportsstuff . DO NOT RETURN this product to the store! 

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) {8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday) 

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making the 
most innovative inflatable products on the planeL Your high performance towable is 
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family. 

AWARNING A 

/ / 

A RELEASE OFLIABIL ITY A 

By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read 
and understand the entire Sportsstuff's product manual, including all 
instructions and w/arnings contained in that material prior to using the 
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or 
subsequent users of the Kite Tube w/ill read and understand the entire 
owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in 
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death. 
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper 
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the waming 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite 
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your 
agreement, to the fulJest extent permitted by law, io properly follow the 
instructions and abide by the warnings set forth within the product manual. 
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to 
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by 
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all 
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user 
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This 
release shall extend to ^ l y loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part 
of Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufac­
ture of the Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and 
binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, 
assigns and representatives. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube 
shall constitute your agreement to assume and accept any or all known 
or unknown risks of injury to you and/or to third parties through the use 
of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made and here­
by expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty, 
including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth 
herein and in the Sportsstuff's Kite Tube manuaL 

/ / 

/c^Pt 
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NO. 

Individually and as Representative 
of the Estate o f , ^^ | | |HHiMiMi i i 

i i i l W W » t t e c e a s e d , and 
as next friend of 

iand 
linor children 

PLAINTIFFS 

VS. 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC., SKI LIMITED 
ENTERPRISES, INC., and JOSEPH 
T.LUNA, III 

DEFENDANTS 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

§ 
§ 
§ 

§ 
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 

ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

PLAINTIFFS' ORIGINAL PETITION 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: 

, Individually and as 

and as next 

COME NOW 

Representative of the Estate of 

children ("Plaintiffs"), complaining of SPORTSSTUFF, INC., SKI LIMITED 

ENTERPRISES INC. ("Product Defendants") and J l M W i B i m | | ^ g i f t " D r i v e r 

Defendant"), and for cause of action would respectfully show unto the Court the 

following: 

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiffs are citizens ofthe State of Texas, and reside in Orange, Orange 

County, Texas. 

/oA 
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2. Defendant, SPORTSTUFF, INC., is a corporation duly formed and 

existing under the laws of the State of Nebraska, and may be served with process by 

serving its Registered Agent, Leroy Peterson, at 11213 E. Circle, Ste. A, Omaha, 

Nebraska 68137. 

3. Defendant, SKI LIMITED ENTERPRISES, INC., is a corporation duly 

formed and existing under the laws of the State of Ohio, and may be served with process 

by serving its Registered Agent, Victor Daprile, at 1303 Boardman-Poland Road, 

Youngstown, Ohio 44514. 

4. Defendant, l lMiMlilMHMlHilR is an individual residing in Orange 

County, Texas and may be served with process at 1900 N. 30* Street, Orange, Texas 

77630. 

DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN 

5. Pursuant to Rule 190 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiffs 

intend to conduct discovery in this matter under Level 3 as defined in Texas Rule of Civil 

Procedure 190.4. Plaintiffs would request the immediate entry ofa Docket Control Order 

establishing the date of trial before a jury and deadlines for the completion of discovery, 

designation of expert witnesses, challenges to expert witnesses and dispositive motions. 

VENUE 

6. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to Texas Civil Practice & Remedies 

Code § 15.002(a)(2) since a Defendant resided in Orange County, Texas at the time this 

cause of action accrued. 

/Did 



060612HCC3582 
Attachment #7 
Page3of 19 

STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

7. On Sunday, April 30, 2006, at approximately 3:00 p.m., JAMES 

sIII, ("Plaintiffs' Decedent") was being pulled behind a boat, 

driven by Driver Defendant -^MHI||||MKMIiHft|P''^ ^ Wego Kite Tube ("Kite Tube") 

which had been purchased and received by Plaintiffs' Decedent the day before. Said Kite 

Tube was designed, manufactured, and marketed by Product Defendant SPORTSSTUFF, 

INC. Product Defendant SKI LIMITED ENTERPRISES, INC. marketed and sold the 

Kite Tube to Plaintiffs Decedent. 

8. There were four passengers on the boat at the time ofthe fatal accident, 

one of which was his wife 

ll, thirty-three (33) years old, and ^ 

ages eight (8) years old and four (4) years old, respectively. 

being pulled and airbome on the Kite Tube, the tube suddenly and unexpectedly began to 

rapidly descend to the water in an uncontrollable fashion. Upon striking the surface of 

the water, M^^^fSKUHKHtSlMISS^S^, HI suffered severe bodily injuries resulting 

in his eventual death forty-five (45) minutes later. 

10. The Kite Tube in question was designed, manufactured, marketed, 

distributed, supplied and/or sold by Product Defendants. 

11. The Kite Tube in question was unreasonably dangerous and defective at 

the time it was designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, supplied and/or sold. At 

all times relevant to this cause of action. Product Defendants engaged in the business of 
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designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, supplying and/or selling Wego Kite 

Tubes, and placed into the stream of commerce the Kite Tube at issue. The Kite Tube 

was in a defective condition at the time it left the control of the Product Defendants and 

at the time it came into the control of Plaintiffs. The defective condition of the Kite 

Tube, which made it unreasonably dangerous for the use of the general public and 

Plaintiffs' decedent, arose because of a defective design, a defect in the manufacturing 

process and/or because of defective marketing. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—GENERAL NEGLIGENCE 

12. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 11 above and further allege as follows. 

13. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in designing, manufacturing, marketing, 

distributing, supplying and/or selling the above mentioned product had a duty to 

Plaintiffs to do so in a reasonable manner to ensure that the product was safe and did not 

pose an unreasonable risk of causing harm to those who used the product for its intended 

purpose. 

14. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS breached this duty when they placed the 

defective and dangerous product into the stream of commerce when they knew or should 

have known of its defective nature and propensity to cause harm to individuals such as 

Plaintiffs. 

15. Plaintiffs cannot more specifically allege the acts of negligent manufacture 

or design on the part of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, because facts in that regard are 

peculiarly within the knowledge of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS. As such, alternatively, 

in the event Plaintiffs are unable to prove specific acts of negligent design or 
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manufacture. Plaintiffs rely on the doctrine of res ipsa loquitur. In this connection. 

Plaintiffs would show that the character of the occurrence giving rise to this litigation is 

such that it would not have happened in the absence of negligence, and that the design 

and manufacture of the product was within the exclusive control of PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS at the time the negligence occurred. Plaintiffs have no means of 

ascertaining the method or manner in which the product was designed and/or 

manufactured, and it came into the Plaintiffs' possession in the same condition it was in 

when it left the control of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS. Thus, PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS were negligent in the design and/or manufacture ofthe product at issue. 

16. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

negligence, the defective and dangerous product caused harm and injury to Plaintiffs. 

17. Wherefore, Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
STRICT PRODUCTS LIABILITY 

18. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 17 above and further allege as follows. 

19. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, at all times relevant to this action, engaged 

in the business of designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, selling, and/or 

supplying the product to consumers in the general public. 

20. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, knew and intended that the product 

designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, sold, and/or supplied by PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS would be purchased by consumers without inspection for defects. 

21. The product in question was unreasonably dangerous and defective at the 

time it was designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, sold, and/or supplied. 
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22. The defects in the product in question included defects in design, 

manufacture and marketing. The product in question was in a defective condition at the 

time it left the control ofthe PRODUCT DEFENDANTS and at the time it came into the 

control of the Plaintiffs. 

23. The defective conditions of the product in question, which made it 

unreasonably dangerous for the use of the general public and the Plaintiffs, arose because 

ofa defect in the design, manufacturing and/or marketing ofthe product. 

24. The defects in the product in question were a producing cause of the 

incident, injuries and damages sustained by the Plaintiffs. 

25. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon, allege that PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS: 

(a) knew or should have known that the product designed, manufactured, 

marketed, distributed, sold, or supplied by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS 

were defective and dangerous in the manner alleged above; 

(b) knew or should have known that because of the defect, the product could 

not safely be used for the purposes for which it was intended; 

(c) knew or should have known that the product was defective and dangerous, 

and in conscious disregard of the safety of the general public, consumers, 

and Plaintiffs, placed it in the stream of commerce without waming 

customers or the unknowing general public, or Plaintiffs, ofthe defects; 

(d) knew or should have known that when the product was placed in the 

stream of commerce, it would be sold to and used by the general public, 

consumers, and Plaintiffs, without inspection for defects; and 
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• 26. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, in designing, manufacturing, marketing, 

distributing, selling, and supplying the product, had a duty to Plaintiffs to do so in a 

reasonable manner and to ensure that the product was without defect. PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS breached these duties by placing the defective product into the stream of 

commerce when they knew or reasonably should have known ofthe product's defective 

nature and or its propensity to cause harm to individuals such as Plaintiffs. 

27. By placing the defective product into the stream of commerce, PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS impliedly represented that it was safe for the purpose for which it was 

intended. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' conduct in 

the designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing, selling, or supplying of the 

defective and dangerous product. Plaintiffs have suffered harm and injuries. 

28. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—DEFECT IN DESIGN, 

MANUFACTURE and ASSEMBLY 

29. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 28 above and further alleges as follows. 

30. The product that is the subject ofthe instant action was not reasonably fit, 

suitable, or safe for its intended use by reason of a defect in its design, manufacture, or 

assembly, which caused it to be unreasonably dangerous. 

31. The defect in design, manufacture, or assembly existed at the time 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS placed the product into the stream of commerce. 

32. The product was being used in its intended and reasonably foreseeable 

manner when it caused injury to Plaintiffs. 
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33. As a direct and proximate result thereof. Plaintiffs have suffered injuries 

and damages. 

34. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—FAILURE TO WARN OF 

DANGER IN USE OF PRODUCT 

35. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 34 above and further allege as follows. 

36. At all relevant times, the product manufactured and/or distributed by 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS was defective as a result of the fact that it was unreasonably 

dangerous and defective. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS failed to give adequate waming of 

the high likelihood that the product will become uncontrollably unstable when airbome, 

thereby causing the rider to have little or no control over the product's flight pattem, thus 

rendering the product unsafe for its intended or reasonably foreseeable use. PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS knew that the product was extremely dangerous, yet advertised the 

product as fit for inexperienced amateurs, and deliberately decided to omit any safety 

equipment such as to convey the false impression that little or no risk was involved in 

using the product. 

37. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that at all relevant 

times PRODUCT DEFENDANTS had specific knowledge of the risk or could have 

known of the risk by the application of scientific and industry knowledge available at the 

time ofthe manufacture ofthe product. 

38. At all times herein mentioned, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew the 

product was defective in the manner herein alleged, that in all likelihood the defective 
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product would produce an injurious result in normal use and that such result was 

potentially life threatening to each individual to whom the product was sold. 

Notwithstanding this knowledge, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS failed to give adequate 

notice to the purchasers of the grave risks associated with the use of the product, and 

instead placed and persisted in placing the defective product into the stream of 

commerce, thus causing harm and injuries to Plaintiffs. 

39. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS marketed the product as a product fit for 

amateurs. Had PRODUCT DEFENDANTS given Plaintiffs sufficient, conspicuous 

notice of the known risks associated with the product, they would not have purchased the 

product. 

40. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' failure to 

wam, this defective and unreasonably dangerous product was purchased by Plaintiffs 

causing them harm and injuries. 

41. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
PRODUCTS LIABILITY—BREACH OF WARRANTY 

42. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 41 above and further alleges as follows. 

43. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, as the designer, manufacturer, marketer, 

distributor and/or seller of the product, expressly warranted that the Kite Tube was fit for 

its intended purpose, that the Kite Tube was of merchantable quality, and that it was safe 

and fit for the purposes intended when used under ordinary conditions and in an ordinary 

manner. 
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44. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS breached such warranties by designing, 

manufacturing, marketing, distributing, supplying and/or selling the product in question 

when it was neither safe nor fit for the purposes intended. 

45. The product in question was not altered by Plaintiffs. The product was 

defective when it left the exclusive control of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, and 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew the product would be used without additional 

inspection by the general public, consumers and Plaintiffs. The product was not safe and 

fit for the purposes intended and Plaintiffs did not receive the goods as warranted. 

46. As a direct and proximate cause of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' breach of 

express warranty. Plaintiffs have been injured and damaged. 

47. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENT RECALL 

48. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 47 above and fiirther allege as follows. 

49. As described above, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS designed, manufactured, 

marketed, distributed, sold and/or supplied a defective and unreasonably dangerous 

product. Once PRODUCT DEFENDANTS leamed that the product was defective and 

unreasonably dangerous, they had a duty to Plaintiffs to institute an effective product 

recall. 

50. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS breached this duty when they failed to 

institute any product recall upon leaming that their product was defective and 

unreasonably dangerous. 

51. As a direct and proximate result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' failure to 
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recall the defective and unreasonably dangerous product, Plaintiffs have suffered harm 

and injuries. 

52. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
INTENTIONAL MISREPRESENTATION 

53. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs T through 52 above and fiirther alleges as follows. 

54. At all times herein referred to, PRODUCT DEFENDANTS were engaged 

in the business of designing, manufacturing, marketing, distributing selling and/or 

supplying the product which is the subject ofthe instant litigation. 

55. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, acting through their officers, agents, 

servants, representatives and/or employees, delivered the defective and unreasonably 

dangerous product to dealers and various other distribution channels. 

56. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS willfully, falsely, and knowingly 

misrepresented material facts relating to the character and quality of the product. These 

misrepresentations are contained in advertisements and endorsements disseminated or 

caused to be disseminated by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in various forms and through 

various media outlets, and such misrepresentations have been and are reiterated and 

disseminated by officers, agents, representatives, servants and/or employees of 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS acting within the course and scope of their authority, so 

employed by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS to merchandise and market the product. 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew that the product was extremely dangerous, yet 

advertised the product as fit for inexperienced amateurs, and deliberately decided to omit 
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any safety equipment such as to convey the false impression that little or no risk was 

involved in using the product. 

57. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' representations were made with the intent 

that the general public, including Plaintiffs, rely upon them. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

representations were made with Imowledge of the falsity of such statements, or in 

reckless disregard ofthe tmth thereof 

58. In actual and reasonable reliance upon PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

misrepresentations. Plaintiffs purchased and used the product for its intended and 

reasonably foreseeable purpose. Plaintiffs were unaware ofthe existence of facts that the 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS suppressed and/or intentionally neglected to disclose in a 

conspicuous manner. If they had been aware ofthe suppressed facts. Plaintiffs would not 

have purchased the defective and unreasonably dangerous product. 

59. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS misrepresented material facts with the intent to defraud Plaintiffs. 

Plaintiffs were unaware of the intent of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS and relied upon the 

representations of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in agreeing to purchase the product, 

plaintiffs' reliance on the representations of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS was reasonable. 

60. In actual and reasonable reliance upon PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' 

misrepresentations. Plaintiffs purchased the defective and unreasonably dangerous 

product and used it for its intended purpose, the direct and proximate result of which was 

injury and harm to the Plaintiffs. 

61. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 
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EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENT MISREPRESENTATION 

62. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 61 above and further alleges as follows. 

63. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS negligently and/or recklessly misrepresented 

various material facts regarding the quality and character of their product, under 

circumstances where PRODUCT DEFENDANTS either knew, or in the exercise of 

reasonable care should have known, that such representations were not tme. These 

misrepresentations are contained in various advertisements and endorsements 

disseminated or caused to be disseminated by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in various 

forms and through various media outlets, and such misrepresentations have been and are 

reiterated and disseminated by officers, agents, representatives, servants, or employees of 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS acting within the course and scope of their authority, so 

employed by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS to merchandise and market the product. 

64. In reasonable reliance upon these misrepresentations. Plaintiffs purchased 

the product for personal use. Had Plaintiffs known the tme facts, including, but not 

limited to, the fact that the product was defective and uirreasonably dangerous, they 

would not have purchased the product. 

65. As a direct and proximate cause of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' negligent 

misrepresentations. Plaintiffs have been harmed and injured. 

66. Wherefore named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 
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NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
FRAUD BY CONCEALMENT 

67. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate by reference each allegation contained 

in paragraphs 1 through 66 above and further alleges as follows. 

68. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS knew that there was a high probability that their product was defective 

and unreasonably dangerous and concealed this fact. 

69. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS had a duty to disclose this information to 

Plaintiffs, consumers, and the general public. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS failed to 

timely disclose this information to Plaintiffs, consumers, and the general public. 

70. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS concealed such information for the purpose 

of inducing the purchase and use of the defective and unreasonably dangerous product 

designed, manufactured, marketed, distributed, sold and/or supplied by PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS. 

71. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS knew that Plaintiffs were unaware of the 

existence of certain facts, and that Plaintiffs did not have an equal opportunity to discover 

such facts. PRODUCT DEFENDANTS were deliberately silent when they had a duty to 

speak, and actively suppressed and concealed certain material facts. If Plaintiffs had 

been aware of the facts not disclosed by PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, they would not 

have agreed to purchase or use the defective and unreasonably dangerous product. 

Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereon allege, that PRODUCT DEFENDANTS 

concealed such material facts with the intent to defraud Plaintiffs. Under the 

circumstances, especially since PRODUCT DEFENDANTS omitted and concealed 
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material facts. Plaintiffs' reliance on the representations of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS 

was reasonable. 

72. As a result of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' material omissions, failure to 

disclose and active concealment, Plaintiffs purchased and used PRODUCT 

DEFENDANTS' defective and unreasonably dangerous product, in the way which it 

intended, the direct and proximate result of which was injury and harm to the Plaintiffs. 

73. Wherefore, named Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

TENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
NEGLIGENCE 

74. DRIVER DEFENDANT owed Plaintiffs a duty to operate the boat in a 

safe manner. 

75. DRIVER DEFENDANT breached this duty when he failed to exercise 

ordinary care as he did not operate the boat in the same manner as would a person of 

ordinary pmdence under the same or similar circumstances. 

76. As a direct and proximate result of DRIVER DEFENDANT'S negligence. 

Plaintiffs have suffered injuries and damages. 

77. Wherefore, Plaintiffs pray for damages as set forth below. 

DAMAGES 

78. As a proximate result of the occurrence made the basis of this suit, 

transported from the scene of the incident to the Emergency Room of a nearby hospital, 

where he was under the care of physicians and nurses. The estate oWS^^^^j^j^^S^^^^i 

WUj^^S^KKS^ h^^ P^^^ °^ incurred liability to pay the reasonable and necessary 

charges for medical care and treatment including ambulance service fees, fees for the 
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services of the physicians and nurses and fees for hospital services and supplies. As a 

proximate result of the accident and the injuries inflicted upon him by the willful and/or 

grossly negligent conduct of Product Defendants, and the negligent conduct of Driver 

Defendant, J.^^^^MI^^^^^^^t^lSilSII^-111 died on April 30, 2006 after forty-five 

(45) minutes of conscious pain and suffering. The estate of jji|dWWwBlM|^WC 

FREELAND, III has paid or incurred liability to pay a reasonable and customary charge 

for funeral and burial. 

the time of his death. He was in good health with a reasonable life expectancy of forty-

one (41) more years. He was married only once, to Plaintiff 1MWBHBiM(BB 

i i l i l B i n p e n December 5, 1998. As stated, two (2) children were bom of the 

marriage, being those named above and joined as Plaintiffs. During his Ufetime, 

Plaintiffs Decedent was industrious and energetic, a good father, husband and provider. 

He performed numerous and usual tasks in and about the family residence, and gave 

advice, counsel, comfort, care and protection to his wife and family. In all reasonable 

probability, he would have continued to do so, providing for and supporting his wife for 

the remainder of her natural life and caring for and supporting his children at least until 

they attained adulthood, and probably thereafter, as he planned to provide each with all 

the costs incident to attending college in accordance with their desires and goals in life. 

savings from his past eamings, which, in all reasonable probability, he would have 

continued to accumulate for the remainder of his natural life. At the time of Plaintiffs' 
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Decedent's death, BRIDGET KAYE FREELAND was thirty-one (31) years of age, in 

good health, with a reasonable life expectancy of forty-nine (49) more years. 

80. As a result of the untimely death of Plaintiffs' Decedent, ] ^ 

51,has suffered pecuniary loss from the death of her husband,! 

1*111, including losses of care, maintenance, support, services, 

advice, counsel, and contributions of pecuniary value that she would have received from 

her husband during his lifetime had he lived. In addition, she has suffered loss of 

consortium and damage to the husband-wife relationship, including loss of affection, 

solace, comfort, companionship, society, assistance, sexual relations, emotional support, 

love and felicity necessary to a successfiil marriage. She has suffered severe rnental 

anguish, grief, and sorrow as a result of the death of her husband-^ 

j^Pll^pDPHPI'l^ and is likely to continue to suffer for a long time in the fiiture. For 

jurisdictionalhmits of this Court. 

suffered pecuniary loss from the death of their father| 

III, including losses of care, maintenance, support, services, advice, counsel, and 

contributions of pecuniary value that they would have received from their father during 

his lifetime had he lived. They have suffered additional losses by virtue of the 

destmction of the parent-child relationship, including the right to love, affection, solace, 

comfort, companionship, society, emotional support, and happiness. They have suffered 

severe mental depression and anguish, grief, and sorrow as a result of the death of their 

father, J i l lMiMMHMH^HH^IHlto ' . , fff, and are likely to continue to suffer for a 
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long time in the future. For these losses, rj^jfli§|ifj||f||̂ ^ and^ 

E ; ^ P ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ seek damages in a sum within the jurisdictional limits ofthis Court. 

82. Plaintiffs would show that the negligence described above was of such a 

character as to make PRODUCT DEFENDANTS guilty of gross negligence. The acts 

and/or omissions of PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, when viewed objectively from the 

standpoint of the PRODUCT DEFENDANTS, involved an extreme degree of risk, 

considering the probability and the magnitude of potential harm to others. Moreover, 

PRODUCT DEFENDANTS engaged in such conduct with conscious indifference to the 

rights, safety or welfare of others, despite the PRODUCT DEFENDANTS' actual, 

subjective awareness ofthe risk involved. Accordingly, Plaintiffs seek punitive damages 

against PRODUCT DEFENDANTS in an amount that may be found by the trier of fact. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiffs pray for judgment against 

DEFENDANTS as follows: 

1. For special damages according to proof; 

2. For general damages according to proof; 

3. For punitive and exemplary damages against Product Defendants pursuant 

to causes of action 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 9, the bases for which will be 

proven at trial. Said exemplary or punitive damages are due and 

awardable pursuant to the actions of Product Defendants described above, 

including fraud and deceit, wanton and reckless acts of commission and 

omission, and outrageous and malicious conduct, in an amount in favor of 

Plaintiffs, as a multiple of Plaintiffs' compensatory damages, all totaled to 
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an amount sufficient to punish said Defendants so as to deter it and others 

like it from similar wrongdoing. 

4. Pre-judgment interest; 

5, Post-judgment interest; 

6- For Plaintiffs' attomeys fees and costs of suit incurred herein; and 

7. Such further legal and equitable relief as this court may deem proper. 

JURY DEMAND 

Plaintiffs respectfiilly demand a trial by jury. 

REOUEST FOR DISCLOSURE 

Under the Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 194, Plaintiffs request that Defendant 

disclose, within 50 days of the service of this request, the information or material 

described in Rule 194.2 (a-k). 

Respectfully submitted, 

LAW OFFICES OF DAVID E. BERNSEN, P.C. 

David E. Bemsen 
Texas Bar No. 02217500 
Brian N.Mazzola 
Texas Bar No. 24037053 
P.O. Box 822 
Beaumont, Texas 77704 
Tel. (409)832-1957 
Fax. (409)832-2211 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs, 

and as Representative of the Estate^«iilMHi» 
M^IP^S^Mj^^^MWO^HI , and as next friend 
ofJMliMlw^WWBMiiBiiPliiWr' and' 
LMffiM^HHlH^D, minor children 
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May 1,2006 
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Orange, T«xa$ 

CAUSE OF DEATH: Transectioa of ao^ta with left hemothorax* 
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Forensic Pathologist 
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POSTMORTEM EXAB4INATI0N ON THE BODY OF 

Orange, Texas 

HISTORY: This 33 year oM Caucasian male was pronoiiaced dead at 3:45 
p.m. oa April 30, 2006, at Christus Hospital - St. Mary In Port Arthur, 
Texas, 

AUTOPSY: The autopsy was performed by Dr- Tommy J. Browa at the 
request aad upon the written autherization of The Honorable Tom Gltiara, 
ill. Justice of the Peace, Precinct 8, Jelferson County, Texas, beginning at 
7:00 a.m. on May 1, 2006, in the Southeast Texas Forensic Center, Ine, 
DBAs Jefferson County Morgue. 

CLOTM^fG: The decedent was dre^jed in black and blue swint truBifci 
aud a pair of white jockey undershorts. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY: There was a silver colored chain necklace 
around the neck. 

EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL INTERVENTION: There was an 
endotracheal tube \^thin the mouth« A neck brace was in place around the 
neck- There were EKG electrode disks over the chest and abdomen. There 
were dellbriilator/ECG/p^^dpg adhesiv^^ ,. 
aud left lower lateral chest. There was an intravenous line in the right 
antecubital space. 

EXTERNAL APPEARANCE: The body was that of a white inak that 
measured 71 Vi inches in length, weighed 225 pounds and appeared the 
stated age of 33 years. There was full rigor wtortis. The hair was brown 
with blonde tips and measured 1 inch i» length. The eyes were closed; the 
conjunctivae were clear; the corneae were clear; the Irides were green. 
There was a small anaount of pink foamy fluid around the nostrils. Tbe 
nose was otherwise unremarkable. Both ears were unremarkable. The 
teeth were natural. There were no abrasions, contusions or lacerations of 
the Inner mucosa of the lips. The neck was symmetrical and without scars 
or evidence of trauma. The chest was symmetrical and without $cars or 
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evidence of trauma. The abdomen was mildly pitituberant and without 
palpable ma$£̂ ei$ or scai^. The pubic hair was small in quantity. The penis 
appeared circumcised. Both testicles were within the scrotal sac. There 
was a 1 by 1 inch abrasion on the medial right knee. Several small 
abrasions were pre£teot over the left knee. There were small scars of the 
knees and anterior lower legs. There were small scars of the forearms aad 
back of the hands. There was a faint 1% inch abrasion on the anterior left 
upper arm. There was a tattoo ofthe head of a cat on the lateral left upper 
arm. The back had dependent posterior fixed iividity with blanciiing over 
the pressure aresis. There was a tattoo ofa ^smanian devil with the words 
**Double the'* above it and '^trouble" below It ou the lateral right buttock, 

INTERNAL EXAMINATION: The body was opened with a Y-shaped 
thoracoabdominal inclsioji to reveal fat and red-brown muscles of the 
upper anterior thorax. The abdominal pannicalu^ at the level of the 
umbilicus measured l \ inches. The organs were in their usual Ificattons 
and had normal anatomic relationships to one another. There was 1,200 
milliliters of free aad clotted blood within the left chest cavity. There was a 
transection of the aorta, A large amount of blood was present within the 
mediastinum. There was ao fluid withiii the peritoneal cavity. A smaU 
amount of serous fluid was present in the pericardial sac. 

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: The heart weighed 410 grams. It had a 
smooth and glistening epicardlal surface with a moderate amount of fat. 
The coronary arteries followed a normal distribution. There was mild to 
moderate atherosclferosis.̂  of the left anterior descending coronary .artery. 
There was mild atherosclerosis of the right and circumfleiK coronary 
arteries, Oa sectioaiag, the myocardium was red-browo. There was no 
fibrosis. The walls of the right and left ventricles were of normal thickaes& 
The cardiac valves were of normal size and had thin pliable cusps. There 
was a transection of the aorta Just distal to the origiuation of the left 
subclavian artery. A large amount of blood was present in tbe left chest 
cavity, within the mediastinum and ofthe left hilus area. 

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: The right lung weighed 345 grams and the left 
weighed 250 grams. The left lung was comprc^ed due to the blood. The 
upper pleural surfaces were pink and became darker In the more 
dependent portions. On sectioning, there was no tumor, infectious procc^, 
hemorrhage or pulmonary emboU. 
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HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM: The liver weighed 1,830 grams, U had a 
dark brown es^ternal and cut surface. There was no tumor, infectious 
proci^s or hemorrhage. The gallbladder confined 40 milMMters ofa viscid 
greea bile- There were no stones. The hepatobiliary ducts were patent 

SPLEEN: The spleen weighed 210 grams. It had a dark purple-gray Intact 
capsule. On sectioniag, the parenchyma was red^browu. The Maipighfau 
corpuscles were promiaent* 

ADRENALS: Both adrenal glands were surrounded by a moderate 
amount of fat. On sectioning, the cortex was yellow and of normal 
thickness, Tbe medulla was gray-tan and unremarkable. 

PANCREAS: The pancreas had the usiuai size and shape. It was red-
brown and lobulated on ejcternal and cut surface. It was unremarkable. 

GASTROINTESTINAL TRACT: The esophagus had a gray-tan'aiucosa. 
The stomach contained 20 milliliters of a liquid dige^state. The duodenum, 
small and large bowels were unremarkable. Tbe appendix was present at 
the tip of the cecum. 

GENITOURINARY TRACT: The left kidney weighed ISO grams and the 
right weighed 140 grams. Both had capsules that stripped with ease to 
reveal smooth brown surface. On sectioning, the cortex and medulla were 
well demarcated. There was no tumor, infectious groc«»s or hemorrhage. 
The urinary bladder was empty. The bladder mucosa was white-tan* The 
prostate was of normal size and had a homogenous pink-tan surface. There 
were no nodules. 

NECK: The ioterua! structures of the ueek were examined. There were no 
fracture$ of the cervical spine. The proidmal esophagus had a gray-tan 
mucosa- The larynii contalued a small amouut of mucous but was 
otherwise unremarkable. There was no food lodged in the upper airway. 
The hyoid bone, thyroid cartilage and cricoid cartilage were intact and had 
no fractures. The thyroid glaud had the usual butterfly shape and was red-
brown on both external and cut surfaces. There were no nodules. 

^piPixQpiR-rt <;apfec;T:sxfpjx:ni RPfc-q-RfiR-fiRb (NnwnH^R ^ nMr)i :unN-t r r . - M qwR-RP-tgnr 
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HEAD: The scalp was incised and reflected in the usual maiiner. Tfaei% 
were uo suhscalp hemorrhiage$. The top ofthe skull was removed and had 
no fractures. There was mo epidural, subdural or subarachnoid 
hemorrhage. The brain weighed 1,430 grams. The vessels at the base of 
the brain were intact and had no anomaliis or abnormaliifies. On 
sectioning the cerebrum, cerebellum, and brain stem, there was no tumor, 
infectious process or hemorrhage. The ba^ of the skull was intict and had 
no fractures. There were no neck fractures. 

Jpa/^Pff\^A c^fsrtic^xfiZfP.x-.rw RPfc.q-p.RR-fip»b iNOonH^R =n nwrti atnn-t b f . b x qRpp.-RR-i^nr 
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PATHOLOGICAL FINDINGS 

1. Transection of aorta. 
2. Left hemothora^c (1,200 milliliters of blood). 
3. Mild to moderate atherosclerotic coronary artery 

disease. 

CAUSE OF DEATH: Transection of aorta with left hemothorax. 

MANNER OF DEATH;' Accideafc. 

COMMENT: The decedent was being towed behind a boat on a kite tube. 
According to witnesses, the kite tube flew 15 Unt Into the air with the 
decedent and then impacted the water. The impact caused a transection of 
the aorta due to sudden deceleration ofthe body. 

///i 
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Toidcological Laboratory Report 

^ ^ ^ . iiiniliil^lliny:, Cj^e Numbe ."IjgUi 

MetUcal Examiner: Dr. Tommy Brown Company Name: Jefiferson Coraity Moî gue 

Drags ofAbtue Scrsen 
Blood Negative 

QuAQtitatlve Tests 
Blood Alcohol; Ethyl 0,04 % 
Blood Alcohol: n-propanol, acetone, methanol, isopropyl Negative 

Other Tests 
Blood Salicylate, spot test Negativ« 
Blood Trityclic Antidepressants Screen Negative 
Blood Acetaminoplien Screen Negative 

* No vitiieous available to rwonfirm alcohol Jcvd, 
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INCIDENT REPORT 

The 42-year-old victim had been water skiing, tubing and boating for over 10 years. He 
was a water enthusiast and interested in the latest water recreational products on the 
market but was not a high risk taker. 

In January, 2006, .the victim and his 44-year-old male friend went with their wives to an 
area boat show. At the show, they saw a product called the kite tube which was ten feet 
in diameter. The friend stated that until now they had been on tubes up to five feet in 
diameter. They viewed a video tape ofthe kite tube which showed it in the air about five 
to ten feet off the water while it was being towed by the boat. They talked with the sales 
representative who stated that you only have to go 26 mph to get the kite tube to lift off 
the water. The victim thought the kite tube looked like fun and easy to do. Based on the 
video, the victim decided to order one to use in the upcoming summer. He purchased it 
for about $460 at the boat show discount and it was shipped to him by the end of May, 
2006. Following and attached as Exhibit "A" is a picture ofthis kite tube. 

v-.WWW.SP OBTSST 

^e«——sas 

On June 23, 2006, the victim went on vacation with the same friend who had been at the 
boat show with him as well as another friend who was 45-years-old along with all of their 
families. They stayed at a resort on a lake so that they could fish, ski and go tubing. The 
victim brought the kite tube along with him as well as the new 60 foot tow rope which 
came with it. The victim told his friends that he viewed the kite tube video and read the 
product literature prior to leaving home. His friends asked if the victim had brought the 
video along as they wanted to see it, but the victim had left all ofthe product literature at 
home. 

On June 24"", the victim and his two friends decided to try the kite tube out for the first 
time. As the two fHends were blowing up the kite tube with a compressor, they read the 
wamings printed on the tube. They attached the tow rope to the back ofthe boat and 

/ / / / . 
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towed the kite tube behind the victim's boat. The victim and his two fiiends rode the kite 
tube separately wearing life jackets. They stood or knelt in the foot pockets and grabbed 
the handles on the kite tube. None of them had any prior experience with this size of 
tube. The closest size they had ridden on was a five foot diameter tube. While one was 
tubing the other two were in the boat driving and spotting. As they took off, the rider 
would pull on a rope attached to the front middle ofthe tube to lift the front ofthe kite 
tube so that water would not get into the tube. After that, the rider would pull on the kite 
tube handles to lift the front ofthe tube up so that it could get air to lift off the water. The 
victim and his two male fiiends each tried once riding on the kite tube but could not get 
the tube to lift off of the water at a speed of 25 mph as recommended. The front ofthe 
kite tube would rise off of the water but the back end would drag on top ofthe water. 
There were no falls on this day. 

Both ofthe victim's fiiends remarked that it was very difficult to hold onto the handles 
for very long as your arms and legs would tire easily. They also noted that they had no 
control ofthe kite tube. The front end ofthe tube would rise up as the boat accelerated 
and would come down when the boat slowed down. They stated that they were just 
holding on and were at the mercy of the wind and the driver. 

On the following day, they were talking about the kite tube and thought perhaps they 
needed a bigger boat and motor to get the kite tube to lift off the water as they were larger 
guys. The 42-year-old victim was 6' 1" and 225#, the 44-year-old friend was 6' 1" and 
205# and the 45-year-old friend was 5'8" and 150#. 

On June 26'*̂  at about 8:00 PM, the victim and his two friends decided to try the kite tube 
out again using his 44-year-old friend's boat which was a 1991 VIP Model SK8 with an 
Evinrude 150hp motor. The friend who was the owner ofthe boat attached the tow rope 
at the 60 foot length and drove the boat. The 45-year-old fiiend was the spotter and the 
victim was the rider. As they started out in front of their cabin, the friends noted that the 
lake was like glass and there was no breeze. 

Traveling from the cabin to the end ofthe lake took less than a minute. During this time, 
they were able to get the kite tube to lift off the water about two to three feet for about 
five seconds going at a speed of 30-35 mph. Any less speed and the tube would not lift 
off the water. The fiiend who was driving stated that he was constantly adjusting the 
speed ofthe boat to get the kite tube in the air. As the rider pulled on the handles which 
lifted the front ofthe tube in the air, the tube would catch some air and lift off the water. 
When the tube was three feet off the water, the driver would try to maintain the speed of 
the boat and as the tube started to descend to the water, the driver would increase the 
speed. Both the driver and spotter related that while the tube was in the air, they were 
unable to see the victim on the tube. They noted that the tube has a plastic window that 
in theory allows the driver to see the rider and vice versa. When the tube is deflated, you 
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can see through the window. But, when the tube is inflated the plastic window 
accumulates condensation, is cloudy and does not allow either party to see each other. 
Therefore, there was no way to communicate between the driver and rider. 

When they reached the end ofthe lake, the driver slowed the boat down to tum around to 
come back. At this time, the driver asked the victim how the speed was on the first trip 
and the victim responded that the speed was perfect and to drive exactly the same on the 
way back. As they started out, the kite tube performed the same at about 30-35 mph. It 
lifted off of the water up to three feet and then would come back down. When they were 
about halfway back, the kite tube lifted off of the water to four feet, swayed to the right, 
then to the left, then shook, then went back to the right and then came down and hit the 
water. From lift off to touch down took less than five seconds. When the kite tube hit the 
water, the victim was thrown into the water head first. At this point, the spotter told the 
driver, that the victim had fallen off When the driver tumed around to look, he saw the 
kite tube about 20 feet in the air. The driver tumed the boat around and started back to 
the rider. When the boat was within 20 feet ofthe victim, the driver and spotter noticed 
that the victim was not moving. When, they came within 10 feet ofthe victim, they 
observed the victim face down in the water. 

The spotter grabbed the life vest ofthe victim and lifted his face out ofthe water. They 
found that the victim was breathing and his lip was bleeding but he was unconscious. 
The driver started to lightly slap the victim's face to get him to come around but the 
victim did not respond. At this point, they yelled to shore to send a boat out to help. 

An emergency medical technician (EMT) happened to be staying at the same resort and 
on shore at the time ofthe incident. He got into his boat and brought additional people 
along to help with the victim. At this same time, someone on shore called "911" for 
assistance. When the EMT arrived at the scene, it took, six men to pull the victim out of 
the water and into the boat. By this time, the victim was coming around and could move 
his legs and talked. The victim knew his name and his birthday but did not know what 
had happened. When they came back to shore with the victim, an ambulance arrived 
within two to three minutes. The ambulance took the victim to an area hospital and his 
wife rode along with him. The 44-year-old fiiend and his wife followed the ambulance to 
the hospital. 

The Sheriff Department was also called to the scene by the "911" call. They briefly 
interviewed the parties involved. Attached as Exhibit "B" is a copy of their call sheet and 
press release on the incident. 

When the victim arrived at the hospital, he was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, a 
lacerated spleen, a bmised liver and a hematoma near his thorax. There were no visible 
signs ofinjury, as the injuries were all intemal. As the hospital staff was working on 
draining the fluid from the hematoma, the victim's heart stopped several times. The 
hospital staff restarted the victim's heart on each occasion until it stopped at 1:00 AM on 
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June 27* and they were unable to restart it. The hospital noted the cause of death to be 
cardiac arrest. 

The Vilas County Coroner was called to the hospital and an autopsy was scheduled for 
the following day. The coroner noted the death to be accidental and the cause to be 
exsanguination, severed hepatic artery and blunt force frauma. Attached as Exhibit "C" 
is a copy of the coroner's report. 

Following the death ofthe victim, the county sheriff called the area Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) warden to report the incident as the DNR investigates boating 
deaths. The warden went to the resort and briefly interviewed the 45-year-old friend of 
the victim regarding the incident. To date, the Department of Natural Resources does not 
have a releasable report and it is unknown if there will be a formal report by their office. 

This injury incident was brought to the attention ofthe U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission by a news reporter. This investigator received this assignment on June 28, 
2006 and contacted the Department of Natural Resources warden to obtain additional 
information on the incident. The warden provided the name ofthe victim as well as the 
driver and spotter. 

On June 30"̂ , this investigator conducted an on-site interview with the victim's friends, 
the 44-year-old male driver and the 45-year-old male spotter. Their comments have been 
incorporated into this report. Both ofthe friends stated that upon retuming home from 
the resort, they inspected the kite tube and did not notice any damages or apparent 
equipment failure. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved is a Wego Kite Tube, Model 53-5000 that is 10 feet in diameter x 
18" H when inflated and yellow, orange and black in color. The kite tube is pulled 
behind a motor boat and the rider holds onto handles on the top side ofthe tube and puts 
his feet into foot pockets. As the rider pulls on the handles, the front ofthe tube is lifted 
in the air. The air goes undemeath the tube causing it to lift off the water. The tube may 
raise sfraight up or act like a kite swiveling, swooping and turning in the air. The kite 
tube has been known to reach heights of up to 30 feet in the air before coming back down 
to the water. It has a UPC 0 29808 00518 5 and is manufactured in China for: 

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E CIRCLE STREET, #A 
OMAHA, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085 
(888) 814-8833 
www.sportsstuff.com 
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The kite tube is advertised on the Intemet and described as follows: 

Wego Kite Tube 
10ft diameter flying tube. 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of action towable to 
here, taking you to a whole new level of excitement! Whip across the water like a 
deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight as you 
rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in 
your wake! The level of extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KIT TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

The kite tube has the following features: 

120 inch inflated diameter (10 feet) with slanted saucer configuration. 
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating. 
Computerized double stitched sewing. 
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked. 
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit. 
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick 
connection. 
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation. 
Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for 
comfortable foot, knee, and leg use. 
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard. 
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls. 
Reflective Safety Piping on all handles and on the outside top taping. 
Variable loops for detachable leash use. 
Panoramic see through double windows. 
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included. 
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with 
checkerboard and caution accent striping 
Instructional DVD, tow rope and starting leash included. 
90 day warranty 

Warnings 

The kite tube has wamings noted in its instmctional DVD, product literature and printed 
directly on the kite tube top surface. The wamings on the kite tube are reiterated as 
follows: 
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WARNING 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Not a Lifesaving Device. 
Never Leave Children Unattended. 
Use Only Under Competent Supervision. 

Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable. 
Not for use by children under twelve (12) years of age. 
The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and rider(s) since the 
towable cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to 
see where he/she is going. 
Always have an experienced operator (driver) at the helm of the watercraft. 
Always have three or more people present for safe tubing: one to drive, one 
to observe, and one or more to ride. 
Observer in the boat should keep the driver aware of the towable rider(s) 
status. 
Always keep a lookout for other watercraft, boats, swimmers, towables, and 
other obstructions in the water. 
Stay away from other boats and personal watercraft, docks, pilings, bridges, 
shallow water, and the shore. 
The watercraft driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which 
might cause the towable to flip over, resulting in serious injury to the rider. 
Do not use at speeds that exceed the skills of the rider. Never exceed 20 mph 
when towing adults or 15 mph when towing children. 
Use a tow rope specifically designed for towables. 
Never operate the watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 
Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness. Ensure 
that the tow rope is clear or all body parts prior to or during use. 
Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water. 
Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) approved type III (PFD) ski vest or 
as recommended by proper government authorities. 
Do not exceed the manufacturer's recommended number of riders for this 
tube. 
Do not u se this unit when it is under-inflated. The risks involved with this 
could include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. 
Use a tow rope of at least 1500 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling a 
single person, 2375 lbs. average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 
lbs. average tensile strength for pulling three people, and 4100 lbs average 
tensile strength for pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope 
should be at least 45 feet in length but not exceed 65 feet. 
The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of 
this product and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is 
Sportsstuff or the seller liable for any loss, damage, injury, or expenses of 
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any kind arising out of the use of this product. It is the responsibility or the user 
to determine the proper suitability and safety of the product during normal use. 
This product is subject to age, wear, and deterioration from the use and weather 
conditions. We strongly recommend that you inspect the product on a regular 
basis. 

102605.02 ITEM NO.: 53-5000 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard approved 
boating course. 
Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye on 
Kite elevation. 
Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider up to 
20 feet high or more in half a second. 
Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite tube and its 
performance. 
Adjust boat speed to reduce the height ofthe Kite tube. 
The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube. It can sustain flight at 
various heights for long periods of time. 
Wind, boat speed, rider weight, and length of rope are big variables in Kiting 
performance. v 
Pay attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to flt the conditions. You 
are the director. 
Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed. 
Avoid excessive boat speed at all times. 
Have pre-ride meeting with spotter and rider to discuss the type of ride to be 
given. 
Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight, boat 
speed and wind speed. 
Give-way to all other watercraft, especially sailboats. 
The Kite tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat speed. Head 
into the wind. 
Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts. 
Use the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with the 
rider. 
Don't gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibility for 
the safety of the rider. 
Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the nose up until 
the boat and tube plane out. As the boat planes out and the tube rises out of 
the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat. 
Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds. 
Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat length. 
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• 

IDI 060628CWE5430 -8-

• Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you are 
doing. 

• Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable to 
maintain control. 

• Don't Kite in electrical storms. 
• The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard to 

wind and turbulence. 
Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, plus how to ride. 

• In riding position, the rider and tube are at a 45° angle to the water's surface. 
• Avoid floating objects and all immoveable objects. 
• All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonable control. 
• Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on spills. 
• Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rider. 
• In many cases when the rider falls off, the Kite wilf continue to be airborne. 
• Don't be a gunner, slamming the throttle forward and forgetting about the 

towable and your rider. Focus. 
• In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles that the 

Kite tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite tube is designed to Kite into the 
wind. 

• Do not throw away your owner's manual. You must review periodically and 
especially when allowing others to use or borrow your Kite tube. 

• Unlike .most towables that ride on the water's surface and have tremendous 
drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no drag and the 
boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (a lot of drag to 
no drag). 

• Don't overload your boat with a lot of passengers. 
• Like many towables, rider balance too far forward can cause towable to nose 

under. This is called submarining. When you start moving forward, make 
sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep the nose up during 
takeoff until the boat reaches planing speed and lift occurs on the Kite tube. 
If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying attention, the towable 
could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, which results in the towable 
acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately otherwise you will create 
too much drag on the boat and tube, causing something to break. 

• Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effect. Let's say everything 
goes right and the Kite tube and rider are traveling at a sustained height 
above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its flight or 
crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat down to 5 
mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine, because it is 
upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird position where it 
cannot be towed at any speed other than 5 mph. 

• It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible safe 
manner and not try to "dump the rider". 
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• Experience safe Kiting. 
©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE RIDER 
To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules: 

Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds. 
Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden changes 
in height or direction. 
Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper the water 
should be. 
Never use in shallow waters. 
Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in light 
steady wind, start slow. 
Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to control 
kiting (rider is ballast). 
Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter. 
Never Kite higher than you're willing to fall. 
Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily. 
With the wind, flight is not so easy. 
Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier person. 
Do not over-estimate your ability. Kiting takes a practiced level of skill. 
Keep tube's nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash to help 
hold the nose up until the boat reaches planning speed. 
Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter. 
Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines, and other 
immoveable objects. 
Be aware of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind flow. 
Use rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the Kite can Kite 
higher. 
Maximum 1 rider capacity. 
Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum, be at 
least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more. 
Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement can 
cause the Kite tube to become wobbly and over turn. Maintain a good center 
of gravity. 
10 and 2 o'clock are the best control hand positions. 
Hang time. Kite time, can be 1 second to many minutes. 
Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider weight. 
A straight boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting 
performance. 
Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down). 
Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider height. 

//A 
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Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift motion. 
Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch or the 
angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the 
horizontal. 
Use the handles to adjust left to right balance. 
Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the current 
wind and boat speed conditions. 
Do not use this tube ifyou are pregnant, could be pregnant, or ifyou have 
neck or back problems. 
Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver and 
spotter that you are okay. 
A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite tube. 
Experience safe Kiting. 

©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

WARNING 
KITE TUBE USE 
Release of Liability: 
By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and 
understand the entire Sportsstuffs product manual, including all instructions and 
warnings contained in that material prior to using the Kite Tube. You additionally 
agree that you will ensure any additional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will 
read and understand the entire owner's manual. Misuse or improper use of the 
Kite tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious 
injury or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the 
improper use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning 
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite Tube. 
Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your agreement to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the instructions and abide by the 
warnings set forth within the product manual. Your assembly and use ofthe Kite 
Tube shall also constitute a release, to the extent permitted by law, by you and by 
any third party permitted by you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to 
Sportsstuff from any and all liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense 
that you or any user of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite 
Tube. This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any 
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture of the 
Kite Tube. The terms of this release shall be effective and binding upon you, your 
heirs, next of kin, executors, administrators, assigns and representatives. Your 
assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall constitute your agreement to assume and 
accept any or all known or unknown risks or injury to you and/or to third parties 
through the use of the Kite Tube. Sportsstuff and related parties have not made 
and hereby expressly deny any oral or written representation and/or warranty. 
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including warranty for a particular purpose, other than what is set forth herein and 
in the Sportsstuffs Kite Tube manual. 
110806.03 ©Sportsstuff, Inc. 2005 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit "A" - Pictures and photographs ofkite tube as well as the boat used to pull the 
kite tube the day ofthe incident. 

Exhibit "B" - Sheriffs department call sheet and press release. 

Exhibit "C" - Coroner's report. 

Exhibit "D" - Authorization to Not Release Name forms. 

Exhibit "E" - Contact List 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Picture off Sportsstuff, 
Inc. Internet site. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 
Purchased by victim. 
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1/ "^KTPi^ 
IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - Wego Kite Tube - Model 53-5000 -
Purchased by victim. - Photograph shows plastic window for rider and driver to 
view each other. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" - 1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day of the incident. 
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i' 
IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "A" -1991 VIP 17 foot SK8 boat with an 150 hp 
Evinrude motor that pulled the Wego Kite Tube the day of the incident - Arrow 
points to where tow rope was attached. 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "B" - Sneriff s department call sheet and press release - 3 pages 

07/05/06 
10:25 

Vilas County Sheriff's Department 
CAD Master Call Table: Page: 

279 
1 

Long-Term Call ID: 150473 
Active Call: Natiire: Boat/Water Acci Type: Ife Priority: 2 

Address; 
Zones: 

City: SG St Germain 
Alarm Number: 

+- Complainant: 
IiSt 

74412 
Fst: 

ST: WI Zip: 53151 
11 Race: W Sex: F Prev Calls; 

Mid: M 
DOB: 08/17/61 
SSN: - -

Wants: Adr: 

Contact: Sandy 
Address: 
Info: (See below) 

How Rcvd: w Wireless 911 
Rcvd by: A Mattke 

Hid Until: 06:00:00 06/27/06 

Tel: (262)565-3893 

Occurred between: 
and: 

When Rptd: 

20:07:11 06/26/06 
20:07:11 06/26/06 
20:07:11 06/26/06 

INVOLVEMENTS: 
Type 
LW 
EM 
FR 
NM 
NM 
NM 
NM 
NM 
VH 

Call 

Record # 
06-006594 
06-01209 
06-0294 

74417 
74418 
74419 
74420 
74412 
29071 

Date 
06/26/06 
06/26/06 
06/26/06 

/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 
/ / 

Taker Comments: 

Description 
Boat/Water Acci 
Boat/Water Acci 
Boat/Water Acci 
Bykowski, Gregory L 
Bykowski, Stephane L 
Kurudza, Robert A 
Roadt, James M 
Ethier-Roadt, Sandra M 
1991 VIP SK 18 WI 

Relationship 
•Initiating Call 
•Initiating Call 
•Initiating Call 
Deceased 
Wife 
Boat Driver 
Spotter 
* Comp1ainant 
Boat Involved 

Boat accident, one injury. Complainant does not know what happened, a boat was 
sent out to see what happened. Everyone is out of the water. 

Male subject around 40 YOA was on a Kite Tube and was somehow injured. 
Complaining of back and shoulder pain and possible head injury. 

20:32:32 06/26/06 - P Popp 
This was a tubing accident. 

- From: D Gardner 

Mon Jun 26 20:33:32 CDT 2006 A Mattke 
Transported to HYMC, MEDS paged for intercept, 

//^O 



IDI 060628CWE5430- Exhibit "B" 

Tue Jun 27 01:05:06 CDT 2006 L Scarcelli 
Traci England, medical examiner from Oneida, calling to request otir coroner. 
Tue Jun 27 01:05:19 CDT 2006 A Mattke 
Paged 249 P Tirpe. Also notified C161 M Sealcuider and 210 D Gardner. 202 J 
Fath notified. 

//5/ 



" l _ M O ^ ' -UIM I Y i i M t K I H H : 7 1 5 4 7 9 6 0 3 9 

IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "B" 

PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

For more information contact: 
John Niebuhr, Sheriff 
715-479-4441 

David Gardner, Lieutenant 

Boating Accident - Fatality 

St. Germain, WI, Little St.Germain Lake, June 27, 2006 

VCSD Case No. 06-006594 

rn'7^D^^?' ,̂ r̂ ' ^"^^ ^^ ' 2006— On Monday, June 26, 2006, at approximately 
8:07 PM, the Vrlas CountySherrff-s Department received a call requestinq 
medxcal assistance at ]||iilifiipiiî >̂ ., St. Germain. The caller stated a 
boatxng accident on Little St. Germain Lake had occurred and one person was 
injured. St. Germain Rescue, Plum Lake 91 and Med 5 were dispatched to the 
scene. The injured party was transported to Howard Yoting Medical Center for 
treatment and was later pronounced dead. The name of the deceased is beinq 
withheld pending notification of family. 

The accident is under investigation by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources, Vilas County Sheriff's Department and Vilas County Coroner's Office. 

Lt. David Gardner 
Tuesday, June 27 02:19:00 CST 2006 

//J^ 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "G" - Coroner's report - 3 pages 

VIIAS COtWTY CORONER'S REPORT 

Name Of Deceased: JiniiiiiWitolSiiM^ DOB: imMmmm-, C0#: 06-006594 

Date of Death: 06/27/06 Time of Death: Pron. 0050 

D.A. Notified: YES Date: 06/27/06 Time: 0830 

Reported By: Vilas Sheriff's Office per request of HYMC ER Staff 

Time reported: 0106 Doctor: 

Cause of Death A. Ex&anguination 

B. Severed Hepatic Artery 

C. Blunt Force Trauma 

Natural: Suicide: Homicide: Accidental: X 

Date of Incident: 06/26/06 Time of incident: 2005hrs 
Location: 1130 Gessert Road, Little St. Germain Lake, St. Germain, 
Township 

Autopsy performed-By: Dr. Kelley 

Funeral Director: Church and Chapel Funeral Service 

DESCRIPTION OP BODY 

Sex: Male Race: White Height:6'X" Weight: 22 6 Eyes: Hazel 
Hair: Blonde Personal Effects: Silver Colored band on left ring finger. 
Left with body at Fohd du Lac Medical Examiner. 

Trauma: See autopsy report 

Specimens Taken: Blood, Usual autopsy specimens 

Photos: Autospy 

Investigated by: 249 Tirpe, Warden Selander 

Next-of-Kin;liii|iWiWiBfcMl^i - Wife Notified: By HYMC ER Staff 

Address: Same Phone: 

//SJ 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "C" 

VILAS COUNTY CORONER'S DEATH REPORT 

DECEASED N7U4E: 

I was contacted by the Vilas County Sheriff's Department to respond to 
a death at the Howard Young Medical Center Emergency Room. Upon my 
arrival I met with the ER physcian, Dr. Mark Richards who advised me that 
the deceased had been brought to Howard Young following a tubing accident 
in St. Germain. He advised me that the deceased had been alert and 
oriented and that following his return from the CT scanner the deceased 
suddenly crashed and that a code ensued. Dr. Richards stated that they 
had coded Mr. JSHHlli!^ for almost 2 hours before declaring him dead. Dr. 
Richards stated that the CT appeared to show a small laceration to the 
spleen and bruising to the liver with a small amount of blood in the 
cavity. According to Dr. Richards the deceased also had a left 
pneumothorax that was reduced with a chest tube and a pulmonary contusion. 

(11/14/61).. who was the driver of the boat that was towing Mr. 
Mr. niiHijp' stated that he was towing Mr. 'mgm0/Mf„m^..3AA^^ ^ ^ " ^ ^ ° ^ ^ ^ 
Little St. Germain Lake and had a spotter, Mr. mmmSHK&m;, ijL^^rear of 
the boat watching Mr. aiiataBWiî ôn the tube. According to MrJillPiliillllu. they 
were traveling between 40 and 45mph and that the tube was bouncing off the 
water approx. 2' into the air and then back down onto the water. 

Mr. rTnimmir- • • • that Mr. HfflHlft̂ informed him that Mr. Wmsmm. had 
fallen off of the tube and then they turned the boat back to where they 
thought Mr. ĵ /gm^HHtm. was to.pick him up. According to Mr. WUlMm- when 
they approached Mr.digiiiiill, Mr.««||iWirtold him that Mr.MiaMPl#i was 
lying face down in the water and had not given him the "OK" sign. Mr. 
ajjiiili then came to assist Mr. mmm" ±n rolling Mr.JWpiWMi o^^oato 
his back-. As they rolled K r . , J 0 S i m f m over he noted that Mr. IBMmifej,.had 
"snoring" respirations. Mr ."•^liWBli stated that Mr^ fiMHHMiPi*was wearing 
a life vest but was to heavy for him and Mr. Roadt to get into the boat by 
themselves. Mr. 4iliiH^and Mr.'IJHIÎ ' stated calling for help and some 
bystanders on the shore came out in their boat and assisted them in 
getting Mr. BiptMilil''back into the boat and to shore, Mr. fsHMlb stated 
that by the time the arrived at the shore and called 911 that Mr. 
was beginning to regain consciousness. Mrs.*iiipMPI*l(ii»stated that the" 
deceased had no significant medical history and was on no prescription 
medications. 

At this point I advised Mrs. spWWBiBfthat I would, be requesting an 
autopsy be done and that I would speak with her following the autopsy. I 
then proceeded to take Mr. lipWiMWlk into my care and setup an autopsy to 
be done that day at the Fond du Lac County Medical Examiner's Office. I 
also released the deceased for skin and bone donation at the wife's 
request. I also spoke with Warden Selander regarding the incident. 
Following this I transported the deceased to the Fond du Lac County Medical 
Examiner's Office in Fond du Lac for the autopsy. 

See Page 3 
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IDl 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "C" 

DECEASED NAME: 

Page 3 

VIIAS COUNTY CORONER'S DEATH REPORT 

Dr. Kelley the Fond du.Lac County Medical Examiner performed the autopsy 
and noted that a large quanity of blood was found in the abdominal cavity. 
He proceeded to explore the cavity and fovmd that a hepatic artery had 
been severed. Dr. Kelley also noted that there were posterior rib 
fractures on the left side indicating a substantial amotint of force had 
been transfered to the body when the deceased struck the water. 

Following the autopsy I advised Mrs. IlglljMMP by phone of the results of 
the autopsy and answered what questions she had. I then released the 
deceased to the funeral home for final disposition at the request of the 
family 

Signed: 

aul A. Tirpe - Coroner 

/ I p 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20207 

IDl 060628CWE543C - Exhibit "D" - Authorizations To Not Release Names - 2 pages 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting infonnation on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Omsumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned people to shaic 
product safety infoimation with us. We maintain a reconl ofthis information, and use it lo 
assist us (Tt identifytng and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this infomuition to manufacturers and distributors to inftum them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazaixls. Manufacturers may need 
the individoal^a name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. If yoo request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicaied your preference, please sign your name and date ihe 
document oo the lines provided. 

7'7'i>^ 

CPSC Hoaine: l-«00-63»-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: Mpcffuww.epscow 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "D" 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safefy Conunission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety inibimation with us. We maintain a record ofthis infonnation, and use it lo 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

'We routinely forward this infoniKition to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the infonnation to 
others requesting infonnation about specific products or hazaids. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that ibcy can obtain addilional infonnation on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page M^iether you will allow tis to disclose 
your name. If yoa request that your name remain confideatial, we will of course, hon(» that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please s ^ your name aod date Hic 
document on the lines provided. 

YES e HO 
\ 

7 6 £>t, 

Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hoiline: 1-80(W38-CPSC(2772) H CPSCs Web Site: hKp:Mwiw.cpsc.gov 
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IDI 060628CWE5430 - Exhibit "E - Contact List 

VICTIM 

- 42-year-old male 

CONTACT LIST 

44-year-old male owner of boat and driver 

45-year-old male spotter 

Jeff Dautermann - Warden 
Michael Sealander - Warden 
Chris Spaight - Warden 
Department of Natural Resources 
223 E. Steinfest Road 
Antigo, WI 54409 
(715) 623-4190 

Vilas County Sheriffs Department 
330 Court Street 
Eagle River, WI 54521 
(715) 479-4441 

Paul Tirpe, Coroner 
Vilas County Coroner 
29 forest Drive 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
(715) 543-2232 
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1. Task Number 

060705HBB3646 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 11 

2. Investigator's ID 

8999 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 06 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 26-year-old woman suffered multiple fractures in her thighbone when she was riding a kite tube at a public lake and 
the kite tube nosedived into the lake from about 15 feet above the water. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

8. City 

PUEBLO 

9. State 

CO 

10A. FirstProduct 
1264 - Water Skiing (activity, Appa 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

IOC. Model Number 
53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF 
11213E. Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
26 

13. Sex 
2 - Female 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

81-UPPER LEG 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

2 0 / 8 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 9 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/20/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28. Source Document Number 
10670011A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 //A 



060705HBB3646 
Kite Tube 

This investigation was done as follow-up to an incident report from the CPSC Intemet 
Hotline. The victim reported that she was riding on a kite tube when she suddenly lost 
control and the kite tube dove head-first into the lake from about 15 feet in the air. The 
victim rode the kite tube into the water and suffered multiple fractures to her thigh bone, 
near the hip socket. Information for this report is from interviews with the victim and her 
father, the owner/driver ofthe boat and kite tube. 

Incident 

This incident took place at a public reservoir. The AAA tour book lists the lake as a 
17,000 acre reservoir. The town the lake was named for is at an elevation of 4,662 feet 
above sea level according to AAA. 

The boat and recreation equipment was owned and operated by the victim's father. The 
father owns a vacation home near the lake and the victim said the family has gone to that 
lake most of her 26 years. The family uses their boat for waterskiing, towing a tube, and 
wake boarding. 

The victim is a 26-year-old woman. She said she is experienced with the water activities 
the family has done in the past, but preferred to ride on the tube towed by the boat. Since 
she has been an adult, she averages 2 trips per summer to the family vacation home and 
water activities. The victim is 5'7" tall and weighs about 130 pounds. 

In April 2006, the father was at the boat dealer near the lake getting a new tube to tow 
behind his boat. At the time he bought the tube, he saw a print advertisement for the kite 
tube and asked the dealer about the kite tube. About 1 week after he bought the other 
tube, he was back at the boat dealer and saw the kite tube. He discussed the kite tube 
with the dealer and decided to trade the new tube for the kite tube. The dealer and the 
father had never seen a kite tube prior to the purchase, but both of them thought it would 
be a fun product to use on the lake that summer. 

The father said that he received instruction manuals and a DVD instruction video with the 
kite tube. He said he read the literature and watched the video prior to using the product 
for the first time. The victim said she also watched the video prior to using the kite tube. 

On the day ofthe incident, several people were down at the lake to use the kite tube for 
the first time. The daughter said they were using 2 boats for various activities on the 
lake, but had to use the "faster" boat to tow the kite tube. The father said that he attached 
the kite tube to his boat using the instructions firom the product as well as the 45-foot tow 
rope that came with the kite tube. 

During the day, different groups of people were on the boat while several people tried 
using the kite tube. The father said that he was leaming to drive the boat (so it would 
work the best way for the kite tube) each time they tried it. He said they were the only 
boaters on their section ofthe lake. He said that there were things he leamed during the 
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060705HBB3646 
Kite Tube 

day about operating the boat and towing the kite tube that were not in the instmction 
manual. Some of them were: 

1. The instmctions state that the kite toy should not be towed at speeds greater than 
15 miles per hour. The father believes that because ofthe high altitude at the 
lake, he had to drive at least 25 miles per hour to get the kite tube to lift off the 
water. 

2. The father had to drive the boat into the wind to get the kite tube to lift off the 
water at 25 mph. He said that he estimated that he would have to drive at 45 mph 
to get the tube to lift with a tail wind, and he believed that was too fast to tow any 
people behind his boat, regardless ofthe device they were riding on. The father 
said the kite tube was too unstable in the air to use in a cross-wind because it 
would swing from side to side in the air. 

3. There was a translucent panel in the front half of the kite tube that appeared to be 
a window so that the rider and boaters could see and communicate with each 
other. Both the father and daughter said that the rider could not see the boat 
through the window. The father said he could not see the rider behind him 
through the window, so it was not possible to use hand signals to communicate. 
He had to watch the kite tube to see if the person was still riding or if they fell off. 

4. The father said that when he started towing the rider on the kite tube, the nose of 
the kite tube (where the tow rope attached) would submarine under the water 
surface. He had to watch the rider who was holding the ball rope to time his 
acceleration with a point where the rider was able to pull the nose ofthe kite tube 
above the surface. As soon as the kite tube accelerated enough to keep the nose 
above water, the rider had to immediately let go ofthe ball rope and grab the 
handles on the kite tube. 

5. The father said that once the kite tube was airbome, neither he, nor the rider could 
control the direction ofthe kite tube. He also said there was no way for him to 
slow down once the rider was airbome because it would make the kite tube crash. 
None ofthe riders or the father was able to figure out a way to land the kite tube 
without crashing. The father said none ofthe instruction materials that came with 
the kite tube told them how to land it, and the video did not show any ofthe 
demonstration riders landing the kite tube after a ride. 

The father said they used the kite tube for about 3 hours total on the day ofthe incident. 
It was the first time they tried the new kite tube. The wind was calm, and the father 
estimated the speed at about 10 to 15 mph while they were on the lake. The daughter 
said the water was also calm, and they were not near other boaters, so no other boats were 
disturbing the water around them. 

Most ofthe people with the group that day were not able to get the kite tube to lift up off 
the water. Prior to the incident, the daughter's husband was able to get it about 4 feet 
above the water before he fell off and hit his'head in the water. The daughter said her 
husband was about 5'7" tall and 160 pounds. After his crash, he said he had a headache, 
but did not think he was hurt enough to need medical attention. 

/A/ 
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Kite Tube 

The daughter said she was on her third ride ofthe day when she had the crash. Both her 
father and she said she was the best rider ofthe group, and the only one to really get the 
kite tube to lift and fly off the water. She was wearing a floatation vest, but no other 
safety equipment. 

The daughter said on her last ride, she remembered getting about 15 to 20 feet up in the 
air. The father said they were driving about 30 mph, and he was watching her during her 
ride while he drove the boat. 

The daughter said she did not remember shifting her weight or changing position when 
the kite tube suddenly dove nose first toward the water. The father said he did not change 
speed on the boat, and no wind or water activity changed at the time the kite tube started 
to dive. 

The daughter said she remembered seeing her husband crash away from the kite tube, so 
she decided to hang on to the kite tube and ride it down to the water. She remembers the 
front ofthe tube hitting the water first, and then falling into the water. She remembered 
feeling pain in her leg, but did not realize she was hurt until she tried to climb up on the 
ski ramp at the back ofthe boat and could not support her weight on her leg. 

The father said that he saw the kite tube dive, hit the water, and bounce back up before 
hitting the lake again. He said he knew his daughter had fallen into the water on the first 
bounce, so he tried to tum the boat around to go back and get her. He said that the drag 
from the un-manned kite tube severely slowed the boat because it was submarining in the 
water and acting like an anchor. 

The father could not see his daughter as she fell, but he believes that her knees and lower 
leg where held in the pocket on the kite tube where it inflates to make a pocket for the 
riders legs and feet to rest while taking off. When the kite tube hit the water, the father 
believes the injured leg was stuck in the pocket while the other leg released and the 
woman fell forward into the water. He believes that the forward momentum from the 
impact caused the bone to break before his daughter fell off of the kite tube. 

When the father got to his daughter, he realized she was severely injured, and rolled her 
up onto the ski ramp and held her while they drove back to shore. 

Other boaters in the area saw the incident and called 911 for help. The daughter said that 
she remembered the park rangers meeting them while they were still on the water, and 
that paramedics and an ambulance were on scene when they reached shore. 

The daughter was taken to a local hospital where she was treated for multiple fractures to 
her thigh bone, near the area where the thigh meets the hip socket. She has a plate in her 
leg, and currently is on 12 weeks where she may not put weight on the leg. The doctors 
told her that it may be 2 years before they know if the bone will heal from the injury. 

iNA 



060705HBB3646 
Kite Tube 

The father has reported the incident to his insurance carrier, but not to the retailer or 
manufacturer as of 7-18-06. 

Product Information 

The incident product is a Wego, model 53-5000 kite tube. The box listed the 
manufacturer as: Sportstuff, Inc., 11213 E. Circle, Suite A, Omaha, NE 68137, phone 
402-592-9085, Fax 402-592-1354. 

The kite tube was purchased at Rocky Mountain Boat Company, 290 S. McCuIloch 
Blvd., Pueblo West, CO 81007, 719-547-3100. The invoice was dated 4-29-06 and 
number 5862. 

The family used the kite tube for the first time on the day ofthe incident. 

The father said he has been notified ofthe recent recall ofthe product in July 2006. He 
still has the product and packaging. Photographs ofthe product, packaging, and inserts 
are attached to this report. 
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Kite Tube 

Attachments 

Attachment 1 Photographs of incident product and packaging. 

Attachment 2 Name Release Form. 

Attachment 3 Medical Records Release. 

Attachment 4 CPSC News 06-210, Recall announcement. 
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Kite Tube 

Contacts 

SlUyipjIif Email sent 7-6-06, Called Noon, 7-6-06, left voice mail. Victim called back 
2:21 p.m. left voice mail. Called her back 7-7-06 and set appointment for on-site 7-13-
06. 

Father/owner: 

visit 5:30 p.m. 7-18-06. 

Witnesses on boat: 

during visit 

visit 

a, CO Cell3| |?®On-site 

Stepmother: Jnt^iewed with father, 
e 18, Stepbrother/son of l ^S lHHy^o t interviewed/present 

i? Victim's Brother, age 16, not interviewed/present during 

Family Friend, adult, not interviewed/present during visit. 

Dennis Berayer, Pueblo State park range#iiii^Swlii8l|^, case #PUE-06-072 
Attempting to get copy of report left message 7-20-06 10:15 a.m. 

Parkview Medical Center, Hospital "Lisa" 719-584-4527. Attempting to contact for 
medical information. Family not sure of her position at hospital. 

f^nsurance Investigator for Boat US Insurance. Claim 
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Kite Tube 

Attachment 1 Photographs 

Photo 1 shows the 
deflated kite tube at the 
father's house. 

Photo 2 shows the 
labeling on the kite tube. 
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Kite Tube 

Photo 3 shows the 
company phone number 
around the smiley face. 
The ball rope is on the 
left side ofthe face. 

Photo 4 shows another 
waming label with 
instmctions for starting 
out holding the ball 
rope. 
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Kite Tube 

Photo 13 shows the 
marking on the tow rope 
that came with the kite 
tube. The family was 
using this rope at the 
time of the incident It 
was a 45 foot beginner 
rope. 

Photo 14 shows the 
DVD instmction video 
that came with the kite 
tube. 

The father and daughter 
said they both watched 
this video before using 
the kite tube. 

15 
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Kite Tube 

'f ROCKY MOUNTAIN BOAT COMPANY 
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Photo 18 is the receipt for the purchase ofthe kite tube by exchanging the "Big Mable 
Tube" for credit toward "Wego Kite Tube." 

• .~v 

» a . .A^A.^au£JJSJ..£.,,^Sk . \s.\^'A'. i$^.-.iJ,Sdiiik'SS:^SA'^^\: 

C u s t a r d I n s u r a n c e a d j u s t e r s , i nc . 

TONY PETERSON 
Branch Manager. 

n >̂ 2260 South Xanadu Way 
h ^ . Suite 255 

.i 'Aurora, CO 80014 

Photo 19 is the insurance investigator's card. 

(303) 338-
Fax: (303) 338-

19 
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Attachment 3 

APPENDIX VII-D-7 MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE F O R M 

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE 
This form authorizes release of infonnation in accordance with the Health Insuiance Portability and Accountability 
Act, 45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and 164, 5 U.S.C. 552a, and 38 U.S.C. 5701 and 7332. \ understand that my disclosure of 
the information requested on this form is voluntary. I fiirther understand that the Social Security Number will be 
used to locate records for release and if not voluntarily fumished completely and accurately, the health or medical 
facility will be unable to comply with the request. 

TO W H O M IT MAY 
1 request and authorize _ 2 

ONCERN: 
O ^ ^ r U c ^ , . (name of 

health or medical facility) to furnish the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission all 
infonnation and copies of any and all records you may have pertaining to (my case)(the case of) 

Patient Name 

Relationship to you j j j I C" - A-hji-vA— 

Patient Social Security Number 

including, but not limited to, medical history, physical reports, laboratory reports and pathological slides, 
and X-ray reports and films. 

AUTHORIZATION: I certify that this request has been made freely, voluntarily and without coercion 
and that the information given above is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand 
that I will receive a copy ofthis form after I sign it. I may revoke this authorization, in writing, at any 
time except to the extent ftat action has already been taken to comply with it. Written revocation is 
effective upon receipt by the unit or office at the facility housing the records. Redisclosure of my medical 
records by those receiving the above authorized information may be accomplished without my further 
written authorization and my records majijio longer be protected. Without my express revocation, the 
authorization will automatically expire.-\n^pon satisfaction ofthe need for disclosure; (2) on 

(date suppUeaby patient); or (3) under the following conditions: 

n-B- O i ^ 
(DATE) 

(SIGN PERSON AUTHORIZED TO SIGN FOR PATIENT) 

(WITNESS) 

CPSC F O R M NO 170 
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Task No . : 060705HBB3646 

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT 

The purpose ofthis record is to notify the reader that the following document(s), which is/are 
missing from this report, will not be collected. 

1. Park Ranger Report 

2. Medical Records 

3. 

The investigator indicates in the report that he/she requested a copy ofthe above listed 
document(s), but the document(s) was/were not yet available when the investigation report was 
completed. The investigator intended to forward the document(s) for attachment to this report 
when the requested material was obtained. 

The investigator has made numerous attempts, since the original request, to collect a copy ofthe 
requested document(s) but has not been successfiil. Because ofthe problems associated with the 
collection ofthis material and our limited investigation resources, no additional efforts will be 
made to collect the missing document(s). 

We apologize for any inconvenience the missing data may cause you. 

Date: July 20, 2006 Invesfigator No.: 89^9 

Regional Office: Supervisor No.: 
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I.Task Number 
060703HBB2659 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 02 

2. Investigator's ID 
9099 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 10 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

The victim, described as a 35-year-old male weighing 240 pounds, was being pulled with 2 tow ropes totaling 60 feet 
on a kite tube approximately five to six feet in the air when he began to loose control. He hit the water and lost 
consciousness for a few seconds before being retrieved by friends. He was taken to a local hospital where the was 
treated for vomiting, concussion, and cervical neck strain. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

MECOSTA 

9. State 

Ml 

10A. FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 
SPORTSSTUFF 

IOC. Model Number 

WEGO 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF 

11A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
35 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

8 . 5 / 0 

20. Attachment(s) 
2 - Documents 

21. Case Source 
06 - Emergency Room (not NEISS) 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 0 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/20/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9071 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Ross, Robin M. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670001A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 t / ^ 



060703HBB2659 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

On July 2, 2 006 the victim was on a friend's boat when he 
decided to go tubing using the kite tube. The victim was 
wearing a life preserver and there were spotters on the 
boat. This was the victim's second time using the kite 
t:ube; however he grew up on the water and has been water 
tubing for many years. The first time he used the tube he 
injured his foot but did not seek medical attention. He 
described the kite tube as performing differently from any 
other water tubes he has used in the past. 

The victim was approximately % of the way around the lake 
when he started to lose control. He described himself as 
being approximately six feet up in the air when the tube 
started to turn on an angle, almost turning upside down. He 
could not take his hand off the tube to signal the boat 
driver to slow down. He stated that because it happened so-, 
fast he was unable to lower the tube. The victim does not 
remember any other details. He fell into the water and lost 
consciousness for a few seconds before his friends turned 
the boat around to retrieve him from the water. When his 
friends reached him the victim knew he was not feeling 
well. He was taken to a local hospital where he was treated 
for vomiting, concussion and a cervical neck strain. A cat-
scan was performed and revealed negative results for 
bleeding and spine fractures. At the time of this interview 
the victim stated that he is still experiencing neck pain 
similar to whiplash. 

The victim did not know the length of the tow rope but was 
aware that it was available in different lengths. He stated 
that the longer the rope the higher you go in the kite 
tube. 

The tubing took place on Pretty Lake, in Mecosta, MI. The 
lake is described as being approximately one mile in 
diameter and a round circular shaped lake. 

The victim is described as a thirty-five year old male 
weighing 240 pounds. 

The consumer of the kite and boat owner is described as a 
twenty-six year old male. He also grew up on the water and 
has been driving boats for several years. He described. 

/ / ^ / 



060703HBB2659 -2-

himself as having ten years of experience in pulling skiers 
and tubers on boats. ' 

He purchased the kite tube in April, 2006 for $499 plus tax 
from Skier's Pier, in the Detroit area, MI. At the time of 
purchase he did not ask the sales staff how to use the 
product. Included in the purchase of the kite tube were an 
instructional video and two tow ropes. One rope was 4 0 feet 
in length and the other was 2 0 feet in length,•however the 
two ropes would be tied together to total 60 feet of rope. 
The consumer watched the video approximately 15 times. He 
also read the warning statements that were on the kite tube 
as well as the owner's manual that was included with the 
tube. He began using it on Memorial Day week-end and used 
it approximately every other week-end from then until the 
incident. Approximately 10-12 people have used the kite 
tube while on his boat. He explained that rnany of the 
people that used it complained of sore necks and backs; 
however the victim's injury was the most severe. 

On the day of the incident the consumer used the 60 feet of 
tow rope to pull the kite tube. There were spotters on the 
boat however he stated that he does not rely solely on the 
spotters. He frequently uses his mirrors because he does 
not feel that the reaction time is always quick enough with 
the spotters. While pulling the victim he described the 
boat speed at traveling approximately 2 5-30 miles per hour. 
He described the victim as being approximately five feet in 
the air when he noticed him starting to lose control and 
the kite tube jerking from the left to right and left to 
right again. He explained the victim as reacting in a 
"squirrelly" manner. He slowly started slowing down and 
attempted to get the victim as close to the water as 
possible to lessen the length of his fall when the victim 
fell into the water. He did not see the kite tube actually 
dive to the surface. He turned the boat around and went to 
retrieve the victim from the water. When he reached the 
victim, the victim told the consumer that he was not 
feeling well. 

He noted no damage or apparent equipment failure on 
the tube. 

The consumer stated that the most important factors in 
deciding what speed to travel at, in his opinion are the 
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weight of the tube rider and the wind direction. The key 
factor in the height of the kite tube is the speed of the 
boat. According the consumer the driver has to be aware and 
if the tube gets too high then you have to let up on the 
throttle. He added that when you let up on the throttle it 
must be accomplished slowly because if done quickly, it 
would bring the tube down too fast. He stated that 
communication with the tube raider is difficult for two 
reasons. The first reason is that it's difficult for the 
tube rider to let go of the tube. The second reason is even 
if the tube rider is able to let go of the tube with one 
hand it is difficult for the driver to see the tube rider's 
hand. 

The consumer gave an example of another kite tubing 
incident prior to the victim's incident: 

Another rider prior to the victim, described as weighing 
180 pounds, reached a height of approximately 15-20 feet. 
The consumer started slowing the throttle down when the 
tube did a complete 360 degree turn. He missed the tube on 
the last spin and hit the water. He experienced a sore neck 
but did not seek medical attention. 

PRODUCT; Water Tube 

The product involved in this incident is the Sportsstuff 
Wego Kite Tube. The tube is yellow in color with black, 
red, and white writing and designs. 

There are two Skier's Pier's located at: 

2 505 Dixie Highway 35 99 Orchard Lake Road 
Waterford, MI 48328 West Bloomfield, MI 48329 
248-674-8800 248-682-2180 

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff 
1-888-814-8833 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Exhibit "A" - Contact List 

Exhibit "B" - Authorization for Release of Name 
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Exhibit "C - Status of Missing Document Form 
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Exhibit "A" - Contact List 

This in-depth investigation was assigned and initiated on 
7/10/06. The information contained in this report was 
obtained during telephone interviews with the jjlctim,;̂  

k and the consumer/boat owner. 

//SS-



'^9 
(AKhi/b/tS 

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting informafion on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting informafion about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O YES • N O 

fU^^e^ A ma 
' • (S ig iSa ta^ , . • . 

7AA-P^ 
(Date) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-fl0O-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
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Task m'.0^Old7^M>ll C^ 
D a t e : ^ 

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT(S) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, bat could not 
be obtained. 

V. P/li>£t>q t ^ fiA y^^ jOAdc/Uc/ 

3-_ 

4, 

5-

Bate:"'"' '" .' - '77'̂ 7!7E^-A0-6ti • • ' 'J—MestigatPrNd: ' -^•'^^^••-

Regional OfBcc: C A ^ / ^ Supervisor No: 
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1. Task Number 

060703HBB2656 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 18 

2. Investigator's ID 

9091 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 05 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 27 y/o male was riding on a kite tube when it went airborne about 25 in the air then took a sudden nose dive. The 
victim was knocked unconscious momentarily then was transported to the hospital where he was treated for 
cracked/dislocated ribs and bruises to his lungs. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

8. City 

BENTONVILLE 

9. State 

AR 

10A. F i rs tProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO/SPOTRSSTUFF 

IOC. Model Number 

UNKNOWN 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
UNKNOWN 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Vict im 
27 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposit ion 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
6 2 - Intern. Org. Inj. 

16. BodyPart (s) 
Involved 

31 -UPPER TRUNK 

17. Respondent 

1 -Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

5 / 0 

20. Attachment(s) 
0 - No Attachments 

2 1 . Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Y e s 0 No O V e r b a l 

24. Review Date 
07/26/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 . 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distr ibut ion 
Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
10660516A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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IDI 060703HBB2656 
Page 1 of 2 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS: 

The complainant notified CPSC via the web site to describe an accident he was 
involved in while riding on a Wego/Sportsstuff Kite Tube. (Ref. Doc No. 
10660516A) The assignment was originally assigned to CPSC Investigator Hull 
then transferred to CPSC Investigator Gaines since the complainant was located 
in Kansas City, MO. The following limited information was obtained during the 
investigation. 

Information obtained by CPSC Invesfigator Hull: 

ConsumerA/ictim: Contact made on 7/5/06. The consumer lives in Kansas City, 

63401. He provided the following phone and fexjiumbers to reach him in 
Kansas City: Phone: l i i i i | | i i i ^@8, Fa)^ l^ iMi^P^p^ Note that the incident 
took place on Beaver Lake in Arkansas. 

The consumer provided an overview of the incident as well as confirmed the 
information as noted below. I did fax an Authorization for Medical Records 
Disclosure to him which I hope to get back today. As stated below, the 
consumer's friend has the product. The consumer agreed to make contact with 
his friend to get identifying information off of the product, purchase details, and 
pictures. He also agreed to provide full contact information for his friend. In 
addition, he is working with his girlfriend to make a copy of a video of the actual 
incident that she has (I told the consumer that we would be willing to pay for a 
copy ofthe tape and for overnight shipping. 

• Product: Tube Kite (Described as being 10 feet in diameter), Note: 
Product purchased and in possession ofthe victim's friend in Arkansas. 
Investigator is coordinating with and in the process of obtaining contact 
information, purchase details, positive product identification, and pictures 
from the victim's friend. 

• Manufacturer: Preliminary information indicates that the product is a 
Wego/Sportstuff product. 

. Incident Date: June 18, 2006 
• Incident Location: Beaver Lake, Arkansas 
• Victim's Age: 27-year-old Male 
• Experience: None (Victim had no prior experience or training in regard to 

the product). 
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IDI 060703HBB2656 
Page 2 of 2 

• Summary of Incident and Injuries: A 27-year-old, Kansas City, MO, male 
was kite tubing with friends on a lake in Arkansas. The consumer 
watched four other people in his party ride the kite tube approximately five 
times each and then got onto the kite tube himself. The victim was on a 
kite tube being pulled by a boat at an undetermined speed for less than 20 
seconds when the kite tube lifted the victim approximately 15 to 25 feet 
into the air and then took a violent downward turn, nose-diving into the 
lake. The victim was knocked unconscious. He was transported to a local 
hospital emergency room where he was treated for cracked or dislocated 
ribs, bruises to his lung, whiplash, and a bruised rear end. 

• Hospital: Northwest Medical Center-Bentonville, 3000 Medical Center 
Parkway, Bentonville, Arkansas 72712, 479-553-1000. 

Follow up information obtained by CPSC Investigator Gaines: 

On 7/10/06 I contacted the victim to obtain additional information about the 
incident. The victim was hesitant and said he was confused as to why so many 
people were contacting him about the incident. He stated that he wishes he 
hadn't reported the incident and wants to "take a step back" from the whole 
thing. He stated that the situation is getting a little sensitive on his end with 
everyone involved especially since it was his girlfriend's parents place where the 
accident happened. At this time he was unwilling to provide any additional 
information. 

After I explained CPSC's position and roll in the investigation and why we were 
trying to obtain the information, he was a little more relaxed. He stated that he 
had not been able to contact his friend yet who actually had the item. The victim 
did state that he was feeling better and is healing well. I provided my phone 
number and told him I would send him an e-mail so that he would have that 
information in case he was willing to provide any additional information on the 
incident. I also encouraged him to pass my information on to his friend and 
encourage him to contact me with any information on the product. < 

On 7/10 I also contacted the Bentonville Sheriffs Department, Army Corps of 
Engineers at Beaver Lake and the Game and Fish Department at Beaver Lake; 
they all stated that they were unaware of the incident. The ranger at the Game 
and Fish Dept. stated that many times people don't think to report incidents to 
them. 

Attachments 

None 
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1. Task Number 
060710HBB2674 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 04 

2. Investigator's ID 

8156 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 12 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 029808 

The 40 year old male victim was riding a kite tube on a lake pulled by a 21' boat powered by a 351 HP inboard engine. 
He was riding at about 15' when a wind gust pushed the kite tube up to about 25/30'. The kite tube nose dived into the 
water. The victim was rescued and he was taken to the hospital and treated for a perforated right ear drum. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

8. City 

WILMAR 

9. State 

MN 

10A. FirstProduct 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
SPORTSSTUFF 

IOC. Model Number 

WEGO 53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
40 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62 - Intern. Org. Inj. 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

94 - EAR 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 4 / 4 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
13 - Other Case Source 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes O No 0 Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/26/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0670097A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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SUMMARY 

The product involved in this incident is a 10' diameter 
flying kite tube. It is similar to inner tubs that are 
designed to be towed behind a motorized boat on the water. 
With this inflatable device you can pull up on the front of 
the kite tube and it becomes airborne as it is being 
pulled. 

The brother-in-law of the 40 year old victim (180 lbs) is a 
deputy sheriff. On 7-3-2 006 he went into a sporting goods 
store with his brother with the intention of buying a 
towable inner tube. They were going up to their mother's 
house which is on Eagle Lake north of Wilmar, MN. While in 
the store there was a video tape playing and promoting the 
"Wego" kite tube. He said the video tape really made 
riding the kite tube look, like a lot of fun so they decided 
to buy one. 

They brought it home that day and they watched the enclosed 
DVD. They watched the DVD because they wanted to learn how 
to ride or operate the kite tube. They wanted to know how 
to get the kite tube airborne and maneuver it. They 
didn't read the owners manual or any other written 
instructions or warnings that came with it. 

They went out to their mother's house for the holiday and 
some fun on the water. They used the kite tube several 
times without any problems on the first day. 

The next day (7-4-2006.) they decided to use the kite tube 
once again. The temperature was around 85 degrees F and 
there was moderate wind estimated at between 7/14 MPH. 

The boat they were using was a 21' 1993 inboard fiberglass 
motorboat. It was powered by a 351 Ford engine. It was 
owned by the brother of respondent. 

They used trial and error figuring out how to ride the kite 
tube. They used the tow rope that was provided with it. 
They used it at.the 65' length. They found that you have 
to be traveling between 25/30 MPH to get the rider up in 
the air. You also have to be traveling against the wind. 
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He said during the course of the day four of the family 
members had used the kite tube with different degrees of 
success. 

His wife used it and never got it off the water. She rode 
it around the lake similar to a normal towable inner tube. 
The respondent and his brother both weigh about 250 lbs. 
He said when they rode the kite tube it would bounce up and 
down off the water. He said it was similar to a frog hopping 
up and down. They never got more than 6/7' off the water. 
His brother was riding it once and never got more than a 
couple feet off the water. He got thrown off the kite tube 
and sustained a bruise to his arm. The injury wasn't 
serious and he didn't require any professional medical 
attention. 

He said his brother-in-law doesn't weigh as much as he 
estimated his weight at about 180 lbs. He was able to get 
a little higher while riding the kite tube. 

He said at the time of the accident his brother-in-law was 
riding the kite tube. They were going across the lake at 
about 3 0 MPH and he was riding at about 7'. Near the end 
of the ride when they were nearing the end of the lake the 
kite tube went up to about 15/20'. They were nearing the 
end of the run and started to slow down to lower the kite 
tube. He said they hit a wind gust which pushed up the 
kite tube to about 25/30'. The kite tube turned and did a 
nose dive to the water. 

The rider held onto the kite tube as it hit the water. 
When they looked back the victim was laying face first in 
the water. He was wearing a PFD. They quickly turned 
around and drove back to the victim. He dove into the 
water and pulled him into the boat. He was still 
unconscious so they unhooked the kite tube, called 9-1-1 on 
their cell phone and headed to shore. 

While on the way to shore the victim regained consciousness 
and started to spit out water. He guessed that the victim 
was out about 3 0 seconds. When they arrived on shore the 
paramedics had arrived and checked over the victim. He was 
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starting to feel better and told the paramedics he didn't 
need to go to the hospital. Later that day he complained 
of water in the ear and his wife took him into the ER.. He 
was diagnosed with a perforated ear drum. 

The respondent said once you get the kite tube up in the 
air you are at the hands of driver of the boat. He said 
while you are close to the water you can maneuver the kite 
tube by shifting your weight with your feet and pulling on 
the handles and rope. However, once you are airborne the 
boat controls the kite tube. He said once you get up you 
can't see the boat anymore. There is a plastic window, but 
you can't see through it. He had a hard time figuring out 
how high the kite tube was flying while he was on it. He 
said hand signals wouldn't work as no one would see them. 

I spoke with the 40 year old victim. He said the kite tube 
was purchased by the respondent's brother. He had never 
been on a kite tube until the day of the accident. He 
hadn't looked at any training DVD's or the owners manual. 
His brother-in-law briefly told him what he had to do to 
ride the kite tube. 

He said the first time he rode the kite tube he had no 
problems. He was pulled across the lake at about 3 0 MPH 
behind the- boat and he went up and down in the air. He 
guessed that he might have reached a height of about 
10/15'. The longest ride in the air was about 15 seconds. 

He said during the second ride he was able to get the kite 
tube off the water easier. He said the last thing he 
remembers was being up in the air about 15' and the kite 
tube shooting up higher in the air and the nose turning 
over towards the water. The last thing he remembers was 
the kite tube nose diving towards the water. 

The next thing he remembers was sitting on the dock and the 
paramedics were examining him. He told the paramedics that 
he was feeling better and they could leave. However, later 
he started his head continued to ring and he had a 
headache. His wife took him to the hospital and he was 
treated for a perforated right eardrum. He is still 
experiencing soreness in his right shoulder and neck from 
his injuries. 
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He said that once you are in the air riding the kite tube 
you have no control over it. You are controlled by the 
speed of the boat and wind. Once in the air he couldn't 
see the boat or boat operators because of the angle of the 
kite tube. He said there was a plastic window that you 
couldn't see through. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved in this incident is a 10' diameter 
flying inner tube". It has two heavy duty bladders that are 
covered by a nylon skin cover. There are two built in 
slots for the rider's feet and.8 padded handles. There is 
a rope with easy grip sponge balls attached to the front 
for pulling up the front during use. 

The suspect kite tube was purchased on 7-3-2006 from: 

Shields Sporting Goods Store 
St. Cloud, MN 

It was identified as a "Wego" kite tube Model# 53-5000. It 
is distributed by: 

Spportsstuff. Inc. 
11213 E. Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

The suspect kite tube had been returned to the dealer so no 
photographs were available. 

The boat used during the incident is a 1993 21' open 
motorboat with a fiberglass hull. It is powered by an 
inboard Ford 351 engine. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Minnesota DNR Report 
2 . Contact List 
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Attachment #1 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
WATERCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 

County Complaint No. 

06019380 
This form must be submitted whenever a watercraft accident results in: 

1. Loss of Life 2. Injury beyond First Aid. 3. Property Damage of $2000 or more. 
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT. COMPLETE ALL BLOCKS {INDICATE THOSE NOT APPUCABLE BY "NA") 

«s 
t^ 

DATE OF ACCIDENT 
7/4/2006-

TIME 
04:45 D A M 13PM 

t^AME OF BODY OF WATER 1 M LAKE 2 • RIVER 3 D POND/DfTCH 
Eagle Lake 4 D OTHER (Specffy) 

LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND (Give Location Precisely) 
NW comer about 300 yard from shore. Out from old Tom Thumb. 

NEAREST TOWN/CITY 
Willmar 

COUNTY 
Kandiyohi 

s 
z 
1— 
U . 

£ 
o 
ir, 
Ul 

1 

OPERATOR (Last First Middle) 
r.l\f^^^l^mM&m^ijlfij, 
ADDfJE^jjri i j jgl^ 

n r w ! j 2 | p « K T F - MM 7IP r n o F - .'5fi5n-l 
TELEPHONE: HOME ^ p ^ l M i l W O R K 

Oyyj>IEg^^jyg{^iggt Middle) 
I ^ ^ M U H J ^ R H n ^ l ^ q ^ v 

-^^^Sn 
CITY AMBSSPBTATE: Mi4 ZIP COD E: 56201 
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 
BOAT NtJMBER (State & Number) 

MN 3197 GP 
TYPE OF BOAT (Check One) 
1 K Open Motorboat 9 D Olher 
2 D Cabin Motorboat 
3 D Auxiliary Sail 
4 n Sail (Only) 
5 • Rowboat (non-motorized) 
6 Q Canoe 
7 D Personal Watercraft (jet ski) 
8 n Pontoon 

BOATMAKE 
Ski Centurion 

HULL MATERIAL 
1 n Aluminum 
2 EI Fiberglass 

(plastic) 
3 DWood 
4 a Steel 
5 Q Rubber (Vinyl) 
6 D Other (Specify) 

PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES If Wom, Wh. 
(Answer All Questions) 

Yes No 
E3 D Was boat adequately equipped with D 1 D II E 

CG Approved Lifesaving Devices 
S D Were PFD's Accessible D IV D V 
S D Were PFD's Used 

OPERATOR'S DATE 
OF BIRTH 

5/20/1974 

OPERATOR'SAGE 

32 

WAS BOAT RENTED 

n YES H NO 

NO. OF PERSONS 
ON BOf^D 

3 
BOATMODEL 

Trutrac II 
ENGINE (check one) 
1 D Outboard 
2 D Inboard-Outdrive 
3 El Inboard gasoline 
4 D Inboard diesel 
5 D Water Jet 
6 D None 
7 D Other (Spedfy) 

at Type 

3111 

OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE 
(check one from each type) 

This Type of Boat Other Types of Boats 
1 D Under 20 hours 1 Q Under 20 hours 
2 D 20 to 100 hours 2 D 20 to 100 hours 
3 D 100 to 500 hours 3 S 100 to 500 hours 
4 H Over 500 hours 4 D Over 500 hours 
5 D Unknown 5 D Unknown 
OPERATORS FORMAL INSTRUCTION IN 
BOATING SAFETY (Check All that Apply) 
1 n State 

Permit Nu 
_ 5 S None 
mber S n Unknown 

2 n USCG Auxiliary 7 D Other (Specify) 
3 D U.S. Power Squadrons 
4 n American Red Cross 

MFG HULL IDENTIRCATION NO. 
FINA1664J889 

BOAT DATA (Propulsion) 

Number of Engines ione 

Make of Enainefs) Ford 351 

Horsepower (total) unknown 

Year Built (Engine; 
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

Yes No NA 
E) n n Were approved fire 

extinguishers used 
(Check Yes or No only 
If there was a fire) 

1993 

BOAT NAME 
N/A 

BOAT DATA (Construction) 

Length 21 Feet 

0 Inches 

Year Built 1993 
(Boat) 

LIGHTS (Answer All Questions) 

Yes No NA 
D D E Was boat equipped with required 

lights (If operating after sunset) 
D D El Were lights used 

(If operating after sunset) 

pa 
Q: 

Z3 
z 

UJ 

1 

OPERATOR (Last, First Middle) 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 

OWNER: (Last, First Middle) 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 
BOAT NUMBER (State & Number) 

TYPE OF BOAT (Check One) 
1 n Open Motorboat 9 D Other 
2 D Cabin Motorboat 
3 D Au>dliary Sail 
4 n Sail (Only) 
5 D Rowboat (non-motorized) 
6 D Canoe 
7 D Personal Waterwaft Qet ski) 
6 n Pontoon 

PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVK 
{/\nswerAII Questions) 

Yes No 
n n Was boat adequately equipp 

CG Approved Lifesaving • 
D D Were PFD's Accessible 
n n VUprft PFD's 11.Sfirf 

BOAT MAKE 

HULL MATERIAL 
1 D Aluminum 
2 n Fiberglass 

(plastic) 
3 D Wood 
4 D Steel 
5 D Rubber (Vinyl) 
6 D Other (Specify) 

: E S tf Worn, Wh; 

edwith D l D M C 
evices 

Div Dv 

OPERATOR'S DATE 
OF BIRTH 

OPERATOR'SAGE 

WAS BOAT RENTED 

D Y E S D N O 

NO. OF PERSONS 
ON BOARD 

BOAT MODEL 

ENGINE (check one) 
1 D Outboard 
2 D Inboard-Outdrive 
3 D Inboard gasoline 
4 • Inboard diesel 
5 D Water Jet 
6 n None 
7 D Other (Specify) 

JtType 

] l l l 

f 

Yes tl 

n [ 

-IRE EXTf 

io NA 
D D We 

extir 
(Chf 
iffhf 

OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE 
(check one from each type) 

This Type of Boat Other Types of Boats 
1 D Under 20 hours 1 D Under 20 hours 
2 D 20 to 100 hours 2 D 20 to 100 hours 
3 D 100 to 500 hours 3 D 100 to 500 hours 
4 D Over 500 hours 4 D Over 500 hours 
5 n Unknown 5 D Unknown 
OPERATOR'S F 
BOATING SAFE 
1 D State 

PermH Nu 

"ORMAL INSTRUCTION IN 
rrv (Check All that Apply) 
_ 5 D None 
mber 6 FT Unknown 

2 D USCG Auxiliary 7 D Other (Specify) 
3 n U.S. Power Squadrons 
4 D American Red Cross 

MFG HULL IDENTIFICATION NO. 

BOAT DATA (Propulsion) 

Number of Engines 

Make of Enqlne(s) 

Horseoower (total) 

Year Built (Enqine) 
NGUISHERS 

sre approved fire 
iguishers used 
jck Yes or No only 
.̂rf̂  wa.Q a firfi ' i 

LIGHTS 

Yes No NA 
D n D WE 

light 
D D D W£ 

rif 

BOATNAME 

BOAT DATA (Constmction) 

Lenath Feet 

Inches 

Year Built 
(Boat) 

(Answer All Questions) 

is boat equipped with required 
s (If operating after sunset) 
>re lights used 
rin(^rarinn affpr siin.qRtl 
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OPERATON AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 
CC/)ec/c all that apply fdr eac/) Watercraft) 

1 2 
1 D D Fishing 
2 D Demis ing 
3 D DAnchored 
4 D n Drifting 
5 D QApproactiing or Leaving Dock 
e n D Tied to Dock 
7 D D o n Boat Lift 
B D D Fueling 
9 B D Water Sports (Skiing etc.) 
10D D Towing a Boat 
11D D Being Towed by Another Boat 
12D D Racing 
1 3 n D Hunting 
14D D Scuba Diving or Swimming 
1 5 n D Other (Specify) 

PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT 
(Check one Only) 

1 D Falls Overboard 9 D Collision with 
2 D Capsizing fixed Object 
3 D Grounding 10D Collision with 
4 D Flooding floating object 
5 D Sinking 11D Falls in Boat 
6 D Fire or Explosion 1 2 0 Hit by boat 

(Fuel) Propeller 
7 D Fire or Explosion 13 B! Other 

(Other than fuel) Fell off kite 
8 D Collision with watercraft 

\NK iN YOUR OPINION CAUSED THE ACCIDENT 
(Chec^ All That Apply) 

1 D Weather Conditions 
2 D Excessive Speed 
3 D No Proper Lookout 
4 D Overloading 
5 D Alcohol / Drug Use 

WATER CONDITIONS 
1 H Calm (Waves less than 6") 
2 n Choppy (Waves 6" to 2') 
3 D Rough (Waves 2' to 6') 
4 D Very Rough (Greater than 6") 
5 D Strong Current 

6 D Improper (Loading) 
7 D Hazardous Waters 
8 D Fault of Equipment 
9 S Other (Specify) 

Hazanjous water toy 
Temperatures 

Air85°F 

Water 70 "F 

O, _RATORS CONDITION 
(Check for each operator) 

1 2 
1 D D Had Been Drinking 
2 D D Had not been drinking 
3 D D Unknown 
4 n D Other 
1) 0. BAC 2) 0. BAC 

WIND 
1 D None 
2 D Light (0 to 6 mph) 
3 H Moderate (7 to 14 mph) 
4DSUong(16to25mph) 
5 D Stonn (Over 25 mph) 

WEATHER 
(Check One Only) 
1 H Clear 
2 D Cloudy 
3 D Fog 
4 D Rain 
5 D Snow 
6 D 

VISIBILITY 
DAY NIGHT 
1 El Good n 1 
2 0 Fair D 2 
3 D Poor D 3 

DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENED 
{Sequence of events. Include failure of equipment. If diagram ie needed attach separately. Continue on additional slieets if necessary, 
include any infonnation regarding the Involvement of alcohol and ^ or drugs in causing or contributing to the accident. Include any 
descriptive infomiation about ttie use of PFO's.) 
This boat was pulling a Kite Tut>e. While pulling the kite the operator of the boat noticed that it was getting too 
high, so he slowed the boat. Witnesses estimated the kite tube was approximately 15 feet above the water. 
When the boat slowed the kite tube dove into the water. The vicfim was seen floating face down in the water. 
The witness jumped in, turned him over, and lifted him into the boat. The victim was unconscious for an 
estimated 30 seconds. The victim refused transport by the ambulance, however was later taken to the 
emergency room by his vvife. He learned that he had a perforated ear drum. The victim was wearing a PFD. 

D Deceased 13 Injured 
NAME (Last, Firsl Middle) 

TATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56273 
Injured 

NAME (Last, First Middle) 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 

DATE OF BIRTH 
10-02-65 

LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND 
same as accident 

DATE AND TIME OF RECOVERY 
7/4/2006 4:45 QAM 13 PM 

MEDICAL TREATMENT 
Syes_ a No 

S NATURE OF INJURY knocked unconscious and perforated 
D DEATH CAUSED BY ear drum. 
DATE OF BIRTH LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND 

DATE AND TIME OF RECOVERY 
DAM D PM 

O NATURE OF INJURY 
D DEATH CAUSED BY 

MEDICAL TREATMENT 
D Yes D No 

WAS VICTIM {Check that Apply) 
1 D Swimmer 
2 D Non-Swimmer 
3 M Wearing a PFD 
4 O Not Wearing a PFD 
5 D Unknown 
WAS VICTIM (Check that Apply) 
1 D Swimmer 
2 O Non-Swimmer 
3 D Wearing a PFD 
4 D Not Wearing a PFD 
5 n Unknown 

Ui 

o 
g 
< 
u 

ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE 

Watercrafl 1 $ 0 
Watercrafl 2 $ 
Other Prooertv $ 

Total $ 0 

DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE 
0 

OTHER PROPERTY OWNER 
NAME (Last, First Middle) 

ADDRESS: 

CITY; STATE: ZIP CODE: 

WITNESS 1 
NAME (LaslJFirstMiddle) 

CITY:aSMRTATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 

WfTNESS 2 
NAME (Last, First Middle) 

ADDRESS; 

CITY: STATE; ZIP CODE: 
TELEPHONE; HOME WORK 

LOCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 
in the boat that was pulling the kite tube. 

LOCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT 

REPORTED BY 
Mi 

TATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 

DEPARTMENT RECEIVED BY 
Kandiyohi County Sheriffs 

Offk» 

DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 
7/4/2006 4:4a DAM g] 
PM 

DATE SUBMITTED 

ACTIONS TAKEN BY IfvTVESTIGATOR 
Gathered infomiation and completed watercrafl acddent report. Advised operators about 
infromation received about other accklents and safety concems. 

ARRESTS OR WARNINGS (Last, First MicJdIe) 
NAME: 
NAME: 

Statute Number 
# 
# 

Ticket Number 
# 
# 

INVESTIGATOR'S SIGNATURE 

NAME OF REVIEWING OFFICE 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

DATE RECEIVED REVIEWED BY 

Reports should be forwarded to: BOAT AND WATER SAFETY, MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES , 500 LAYFAYETTE RD, 
ST PAUL, MN 55155-4046 

l l?0 
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Contact L i s t 

Attachment* 2 

Kandiyohi County Sheriffs Department 
Todd Newman 
Wilmar, MN 
320-214-6700 

Brother-in-law 

/ /7/ 



I.Task Number 

060703HBB2658 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 05 07 

2. Investigator's ID 

9083 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 05 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 029808 

This kite tu be incident involved a 26-year-old male who was riding the kite tube for the first time. A gust of wind 
suddenly caught the tube and lifted it approximately 25-feet into the air. Immediately after the gust, the kite tube 
twisted first to the right then to the left and then stayed on its side, with the victim still holding on. The kite tube then 
plummeted 25-feet to the water surface. The victims body was thrown in one direction while his right leg remained 
stuck in the leg slot of the tube. He suffered a broken right femur as a result. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

IOA. FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8. City 

PEWAUKEE 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

9. State 

Wl. 

10C. Model Number 

KITETUBE 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INC. 
11213 "E" Circle (A) 
Omaha, NE 68137 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
26 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

81 -UPPER LEG 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 2 / 1 . 5 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

# Yes O No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/19/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670004A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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The kite tube involved in this incident is owned by the victim's friend, as was the boat that 
pulled the kite tube. The kite tube was utilized with the tow rope that came with the tube upon 
purchase (believed to be about a fifty-foot length rope by the victim's friend). The victim and 
group of friends arrived at Pewaukee Lake in Wisconsin around noon. The victim indicated that 
he and other friends had read the manual, warning labels and watched the informational DVD 
provided for the kite tube and were excited to try it out. 

The boat pulling the kite tube at the time ofthe incident was a "19-foot, Malibu, Sportster, in­
board motor" with a "350 Chevy Engine (about 310 HP)". The boat was driven by the victim's 
twenty-six-year-old friend, who according to the victim is an experienced boater. The victim 
relayed that the boat driver and kite tube owner, his friend would be willing to answer any 
questions that CPSC might have about the incident. 

According to the victim, the winds were about fifteen miles per hour around the time the incident. 
The victim stated that they were on the west side of Pewaukee Lake, which according to the 
victim is somewhat more protected from the wind and other weather elements, by the many trees 
along the shore. The victim said that it was the first "real nice weekend that we had in 
Wisconsin this season". 

The incident occurred on the first occasion that the victim tried the kite tube. The victim was 
wearing an approved personal flotation device while riding the kite tube. There were six people 
riding in the boat that pulled the victim on the kite tube. As a result, there were at least three to 
four spotters available to watch and relay the victim's status to the boat driver. 

The victim is a twenty-six-year-old male (D.O.B. 2/18/1980), who describes himself as fit and 
active, with a lean, muscular build. He weighs about 145 pounds and is approximately five foot 
nine inches tall. The victim has water-skied, jet skied and been active in water sports for many 
years prior to this incident. 

On May 7, 2006, at around 12:30 p.m. the victim decided to try the kite tube after watching one 
other friend ride the tube before him. He instructed the driver ofthe boat to go no more than 
twenty miles per hour and to take it easy with him. Thus the victim indicated that the boat was 
going no more than twenty miles an hour while he was on the tube. The victim estimated that he 
was on the kite tube for a total of about two minutes prior to the kite suddenly crashing down to 
the water. 

The victim described that he was on the tube and "not catching much air at first, until the boat 
turned into the wind". When the boat was traveling into the wind the kite went approximately 
ten feet up and stayed at that height for about a minute. Then suddenly, a gust ofwind appeared 
to catch the kite tube causing it to soar approximately twenty-five feet into the air. Then 
according the victim, while twenty-five feet in the air, the kite tube abruptly twisted to the right 
and then twisted to the left, with the victim unable to control the movement ofthe tube. After 
twisting to the left, the victim explained that the kite tube stayed sideways and rapidly 
plummeted to the water. 

The victim indicated that his body stayed on the tube the entire time during rapid plunge to the 
water and upon hitting the water his body seemed to be thrown in one direction, while his right 
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leg stayed in the leg slot (cockpit area) on the kite tube. The victim then explained that the he 
somehow released his leg from the tube and was stunned by the tremendous pain that he felt in 
his right hip and leg area. The victim said that he thought that either his leg and/or hip was 
dislocated or broken. The victim indicated that he experienced some numbness right away, but 
mainly extreme pain in his hip and leg. 

The boat that had been pulling the victim came around to pick him up. However, the victim was 
unable to get himself into the boat. The victim described that a couple of his friends had to lift 
him out ofthe water by his life jacket onto the boat's swim platform and then into the back ofthe 
boat. Once out ofthe water and in the boat, the victim stated that he was in the most severe pain 
he has ever experienced. One ofthe victim's friends called 911 from a cell phone while they 
were out towards the middle ofthe lake and arranged for the boat to meet emergency medical 
services (EMS) at the boat dock. The victim explained that as far as he could remember it 
seemed like EMS was at the dock by the time the boat reached the dock area, and this was within 
a couple of minutes of the call to 911. 

The victim explained that he was in such extreme pain that he could not be moved from the boat 
until EMS administered an IV and gave him two doses of morphine. Then the victim still could 
not be moved from the back seat ofthe boat. As a result, the EMS team removed the boat seat 
and lifted the boat seat along with the victim into the ambulance. The victim indicated that the 
ambulance proceeded to the hospital emergency room were he was admitted. 

The next day, about twenty-six hours after the accident, the victim explained that he underwent 
surgery to repair a broken right femur. The victim stated that his doctor explained to him that the 
amount offeree it takes to break a femur is great. In fact, the victim relayed that his doctor 
explained that femur breaks are most often seen as an injury from a violent car crash and such a 
break can be life threatening. 

The victim explained that thus far he has been out of work as a carpenter for more than two 
months and therefore has been without income for two months. In addition, he has observed 
bills for his medical expenses in excess of forty thousand dollars; three thousand of which has 
been "out of pocket" expenses that the victim has incurred as a result ofthis incident (See 
Exhibit B Compcare Insurance Statements). The victim indicated that he has been seeing an 
orthopedic physician on a regular basis due to this injury and that the injury according to the 
physician appears to be healing well. 

At the time ofthe interview, on July 7, 2006, the victim continues to walk with a considerable 
limp and the assistance ofa cane. The victim indicated that the future extent of his injury is 
unknown at this time; however, he plans to continue physical therapy and hopes to be back to 
work soon. The victim indicated that he had not yet contacted the manufacturer ofthe kite tube 
to inform them ofthe incident and his serious injury, but he planned to contact them with this 
information in the near future. 

The victim explained that after reading on the internet about other serious injuries and even 
deaths associated with this product he decided to file an internet complaint with the U.S. CPSC 
to let the agency know about his injury. The victim's complaint was received by CPSC on July 
1, 2006 and assigned for investigation on July 3, 2006. This Investigator received the 
investigation assignment on July 5, 2006, and conducted the in-person interview on July 7, 2006. 

/ / ' / ^ 
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

Manufacturer: Sportsstufflnc. 
Omaha, NE 

Product Name: Wego Kite Tube 
Warnings: Numerous, previously recorded by CPSC and not requested for this 

Investigation. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit A-Digital Photographs 

Exhibit B-Compcare Medical Documentation of Expenses provided by the Victim 

Exhibit C-Release of Name Form 

Exhibit D-Investigation Contact Sheet 

Exhibit E-Missing Document Form 
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DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

A-1 Overview photo taken by CPSC Investigator during in-person interview, showing the 
kite tube iiivolved in this incident (deflated after incident) 
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A-2 Photo provided by the victim, taken by one of his friend's showing the inflated kite 
tube just after the incident 
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A-3 Photo provided by the victim, showing the victim high in the air, on the kite tube just 
prior to the kite tube plummeting to the water. The victim estimated that he was about 25 
to 27 feet above the water in this photo. 
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IDI 060703HBB2658 Pg. 1 of 1 Exhibit C 

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAl- 'HlY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this infomiation to manufacturers and distributors to infonn them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the infonnation to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Maniifacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional infonnation on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

7 " 

YES O NO 

(Signature) (Date) 

CPSC Hotline-. 1-800-638̂ PSC(2772} H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
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INVESTIGATION CONTACT SHEET 

Name:" -"'•• • / '". 
Title: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Naine: ' ' "•;;'* : ", • 
Address: 

Phone: 

Narhe: 
Address: 

Phone: 
Fax: 

Name": ; / A -. . ' 
Address: 

Phone: 

Name: 
Address: 

Phone: 
Fax: 

Ryan Rescheske ' ' '. 
Victim 

2115S. 94"'St. 
West Allis, WI 53227 
(414)651-3542 

macoy@wi.rr.com 

Waukesha County'SherifPs Dept. 
515 W.Moreland Blvd. 
Waukesha, WI 53187 
(262) 548-7126 

City of Pewaukee Police Dept: 
W240 N3065 Pewaukee Road 
Pewaukee, WI 53072 
(262) 446-5070 
(262)691-5720 

Village of Pewaukee Police Dept. 
235 Hickory St. 
Pewaukee WI 53072 
(262)691-5678 

Town of Delafield Fire & Rescue 
W304 N2455 Maple Avenue 
Delafield, WI 53018 

(262)367-6930 
(262)367-9544 

Contact Dates/Information 
Initial -07/05/06 emailed & telephoned 
victim 7/6/06-set up in person 
interview 
07/07/06-in person interview with 
victim 
7/10/06-emailed victim to request that 
he obtain medical records 7/13/06 
emailed about recall 
7/17/06-follow up on records not yet 
obtained, is working on doing that 

Contact Dates/Information 
7/10/06 No report done as a result of 
incident (per D. Blasius) 

Contact Dates/Information 
7/10/06 No report done as a result of 
incident (per D. Blasius) 

Contact Dates/Information 
7/10/06 No report done as a result of 
incident (per D. Blasius) 

Contact Dates/Information 
7/10/06 Faxed request for report. No 
response received as of 7/18/06 

//F.r 
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Task Number: 060703HBB2658 

Status of Missing Documeiit(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. Town of Delafield Fire and Rescue Report 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

/ / H 



1. Task Number 

060621 HCCI 594 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006' 05 20 

2. Investigator's ID 

9001 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 21 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 22 year old male suffered a broken femur bone in his right leg as a result of riding a kite tube that crashed while 
being towed by a motorboat on a lake. The victim was riding the kite tube about 20 feet in the air when it suddenly fell 
and turned over sideways, apparently causing the victim to strike the kite tube with his leg after the kite tube bounced 
off of the water. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

IOA. FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

8. City 

WAKE FOREST 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

9. State 

NC 

10C. Model Number 

53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213E. Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 68137 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
22 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

81 -UPPER LEG 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

21. Case Source 
13 - Other Case Source 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

# Yes O No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/25/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8978 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660472A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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060621HCC1594 

On 5/20/06, a 22 year old male suffered a broken femur 
bone in his right leg as a result.of riding a kite tube 
that crashed while being towed by a motorboat on a lake. 
The victim was riding the kite tube about 20 feet in the 
air when it suddenly fell and turned over sideways, 
apparently causing the victim to strike the kite tube with 
his leg after the kite tube bounced off of the water. 

Information in this report was obtained through in-
person interviews with the victim and the boat operator 
(where photos were taken of the kite tube and of X-rays of 
victim's injuries), a boating accident report received from 
the NC Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC), product 
description, specifications and return information on the 
manufacturer's web-site [see Exhibits 3,5,7]. The NC. 
Wildlife Resources Investigator did not take any photos. 
This product was recalled by the manufacturer on 7/13/06 
[see Exhibit 6]. No samples were requested in the 
assignment instructions, only photographs were required. 
Photos were taken of the victim's X-rays. No medical 
release was provided by the victim so medical records were 
not requested from the hospital. The victim did grant 
authorization for his name to be released [see Exhibit 4]. 
An EMS report was requested, but was not provided [see 
Exhibit 9]. There were no other officials 
involved/official reports to collect. 

The kite tube involved in the incident was about two 
to three weeks old when the incident occurred. The victim 
stated that he had no previous experience, with similar 
products, but he had ridden on regular tubes a number of 
times. Both he and the boat operator stated that the kite 
tube and the tow rope were new and appeared to be in good 
condition at the time of the incident. He had used this 
kite tube four times prior to the incident without any 
major problems or injuries. He stated that he did get the 
kite tube up to 20 feet on one occasion prior to the day of 
the incident. 

On the day of the incident, the victim was at the lake 
with his friends. They were riding on his 18 foot stingray 
ski boat. One of his friends was driving the boat while he 
got ready to ride on his kite tube. The victim was we"aring 
a life jacket. He stated that a DVD comes with the product 
and that he and the driver of the boat had watched the DVD 
and followed all of the directions. The victim stated that 
he read the warnings that are printed on the kite tube. He 
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060621HCC1594 

said he did not ask the retail sales staff any questions 
when he purchased the kite tube and they did not offer any 
directions or cautions. 

At the time of the incident, the weather was clear, 
the temperature was 85 degrees, Fahrenheit and the water 
conditions were calm (waves less than 8 inches), the wind 
was moderate (7 to 14 mph), and the visibility was good 
Alcohol was not listed as a factor in the incident [see 
Exhibit 3, pg. 1]. 

According to the boating accident report. On May 20, 
2006 at about 4:30 pm, the 22 year old male victim was 
flying on a "flying kite" (kite tube) about 20 feet above 
the surface of the lake when the operator slowed down after 
crossing the wake of another boat. The kite turned over 
and the victim lost control, falling about 20 feet to the 
surface of the lake. The victim was helped back into the 
boat by the other passengers and transported to the boat 
access area when EMS arrived on the scene. EMS transported 
the victim to the emergency room where he was treated for a 
fractured femur in his right leg [see Exhibit 3, pg. 3]. 
The yellow section of the tow rope broke in two during the 
incident [see Exhibit 1 (I-L)] . 

The victim was the only person on the kite tube and he 
was the only one being towed by the boat at the time of the 
incident. The boat operator (victim's friend) had over 100 
hours of experience operating boats and the victim stated 
that his friend had driven his boat on numerous occasions 
for two years. The victim's estimated height and weight 
are six feet tall and about 170 pounds. 

The victim stated that he did not believe that he 
could direct/control the direction and height of the kite 
tube. He stated that he achieved.a maximum height of about 
25 to 30 feet above the water during the incident and that 
he was this high (25 - 30 feet) off the water when things 
began to go wrong. He said all of the sections of the tow 
rope were tied together and being used^ at the time of the 
incident. This would make the length of the tow rope about 
65 feet long. The victim estimated that the boat was going 
about 25 miles per hour at the time of the incident. He 
said that was the speed it took to get the kite tube 
halfway out of the water and from there one pushes off with 
his legs to get the kite tube to fly-

//s? 
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The victim stated that he could see the boat through 
the window of the kite tube. He did not signal the boat to 
slow down. It was already slowing down when he was 30 feet 
in the air and then the wind stopped blowing and the kite 
tube suddenly dove down to the water. He could not do 
anything to lower the kite tube towards the water. He did 
not notice any mechanical issues with the kite tube except 
that "you can't control anything". 

Both the victim and the boat operator stated that the 
victim fell sideways toward the water and struck the water 
sideways, on his right side/right leg. The victim stated 
that he was still on the kite tube when it struck the water 
and he believes that his leg actually struck the kite tube 
after the kite tube bounced off the water, then bounced 
back into the air before it finally landed in the water. 

The boat operator stated that the maximum height 
achieved during the incident was more like 20 feet above 
the water and this was about the height when the kite tube 
dove down to the water. He stated that the speed of the 
boat just prior to the incident had been about 25 miles per 
hour, but he was already slowing down at the time of the 
incident to less than 25 mph. He said there was nothing 
else he could do to halt the dive. The boating accident 
report form completed by the operator lists the boat speed 
at 10 - 20 miles per hour at the time of the incident. The 
NC WRC investigator also put the speed of the boat at about 
10 - 20 mph at the time of the incident. The boat operator 
stated that he could not communicate with the rider 
(victim). He did not. remember who attached the tow 
rope/tow harness to the kite tube and boat just prior to 
the time of the incident. He agreed with the victim that 
all three sections of the tow rope were being used at the 
time of the incident (65 feet). 

The victim was operated on that same day (5/20/06) to 
repair the fracture. His right femur bone had broken in 
three places and the doctors inserted a rod and screw into 
his leg to help repair the fracture [see Exhibit 2(a-e) to 
view photos of victim's X-rays]. The victim was released 
from the hospital that same day (5/20/06). He was still 
utilizing crutches one month after the incident. He claims 
to have incurred over $40,000 in medical bills as a result 
of his injury. 
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The victim did not report the incident to the 
manufacturer, but he was considering contacting them to 
obtain a replacement or refund for the recalled kite tube, 
He still had possession of it at the time he was 
interviewed by this investigator. He is also considering 
pursuing litigation to cover the medical expenses .he has 
incurred as a result of his injury. 

PRODUCT INFORMATION 

The product is a Wego brand inflatable kite tube that 
is 10 foot in diameter, yellow colored, and designed to be 
towed behind a power boat. 

MANUFACTURER: SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 

BRAND: WEGO 
MODEL: 53-5000 

The victim purchased the kite tube from Overton's Boat 
and Supply store. Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, NC around the 
first week of May. He no longer has the original sales 
receipt. The retail price of the kite tube was $499.99. 

The product description and specifications for the 
kite tube are as follows (see Exhibit 5): 

Wego Kite Tube 
lOft diameter flying tube 
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of 
action towable is here, taking you to a whole new level of 
excitement! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly 
through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight 
as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, 
leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake! The level of 
extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KITE TUBE. 
Anything else is beneath it... 
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95 

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR 
INFO 

Features: 

• 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 

« 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 

l/f/ 
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« Computerized double stitched sewing 

« Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 

• Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 

e Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 

» Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection 

« Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 

« Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and 
leg use 

o 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 

. 8 Heavy-duty starting leash vvith easy grip sponge balls 

« Reflective Safety piping on ali handles and on the outside top taping 

» Variable loops for detachable leash use 

• Panoramic see through doubie windows 

o Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 

« High visibility, billboard style, red and yeliow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution 
accent striping 

o Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included 

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly: 
Kite Tube Instructional Video 

The kite tube is labeled in part: "***KITE 
TUBE***WEGO***SPORTSSTUFF***NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU'RE 
WILLING TO FALL!***WARNING! KITE TUBE USER Release of 
Liability: By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you 
agree that you have read and understand the entire 
Sportssuff s product .manual...This release shall extend to any 
loss, damage, injury, or expense due to any cause whatsoever 
including negligence or breach of contract on the part of 
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design 
and/or manufacture of the kite tube***Water-ski 
handsignals***ITEM NO:53-5000***U-CONTROL RIDER SPEED HEIGHT 
SAFETY*** [see Exhibit 1 (a-h)] . 

The original retail box that the kite tube was packaged 
in is labeled in part: "***WEGO KITE TUBE*** 
SPORTSSTUFF***120" diameter***WEGO TOWABLE***$499.99*** 
FEATURES! 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted 
saucer configuration***840D full body nylon double skin 
cover with PU coating***...Speed safety valves for fast easy 
installation /deflation***Parallel slotting system with non-
slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, 
knee and leg use***8' padded non-slip handles with knuckle 
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guard***Segmented tow rope is included adjustable length 
style 45/55/65 foot lengths...***" [see Exhibit 1 
(m-O)]. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit l(a-O) - Photos of kite tube, rope & packaging. 

Exhibit 2 (a-e) - Photos of victim's X-ray. 

Exhibit 3 - Boating accident report (NCWRC). 

Exhibit 4 - Authorization for Release of Name. 

Exhibit 5 - product info, from SportsStuff web-site. 

Exhibit 6 - Release NO. 06-210 (Kite tube recall). 

Exhibit 7 - Return info, from SportsStuff web-site. 

Exhibit 8 - Contact List. 

Exhibit 9 - Status of Missing document form. 
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06062IHCC 1594 Exhibit 1(a) - view of one side of deflated kite tube that was 
involved in the incident. "KITE TUBE" labeling is visible in this photo. 

Page 1 of 17 /A7 
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(a) - photo of victim's x-rays depicting victim's injury and 
treatment. 
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(b) - close-up photo of upper left x-ray (from Exhibit la) of 
victim's femur bone showing victim's injury. 
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(c) -photo of lower left x-ray (from Exhibit la) of victim's 
femur after treatment - showing the metal rod and screw that doctors placed in victim's 
leg to help heal the fracture. 
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I 
06062 IHCC 1594 Exhibit 2(̂ dj - close-up photo of upper right x-ray (from Exhibit la) 

of victim's femur showing another angle of victim's injury. 
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(e) - photo of lower right x-ray (from l-\liibil laj of \ iciiin"s 
femur after treatment - showing another angle ofthe metal rod and screw that doctors 
placed in victim's leg to help heal the fracture. 

Page 5 of 5 
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NAME ANO A D l ^ R ^ S O F OWNER ' 

...AAA - ;.. . 
RENTED BOAT? 

•Yes . 
( f o f 

persons on 
board vB5seL 

OWlsARREST Q y g j , 

# OF O T H E R / i R R e S T S 

S O F S K E R S TOWED 

B A C 

BOATREGISTRATIOM# BOAT NAME S O A T M / « e BOAT MODEL MFFi HULL IOENT!F(CATtON # 

I T f E O F B O A T 
Op^^o ta r txn i t 
Cabin Motortioat 
AuxSlsryS^ 
Mini .Jet 8cwi 

OJhoffEpeo?^ 

R9vvt>c;«( 
PVifC 
Pontoon 
Housetksl' 
Alrtnat 
Sailonfy 

H U U . fclATERlAL 
Wood 
Ahiiriictuiti 

f%erg|^s 
RlAberArinyf 
PissUt 
omsr 

ENGINE I 
OvUwrard ] 
inboard o^E^ne 
Iniioard ctelel 

3d»>*r (Sipeerfy) 

PROPULSKJN 

HoTBCfRMer {total)' 
TypeoThjeJ 

CONSTRUCTION 

Yfer built (txsa^ 

Furoimint jiear? O^c^* Q N O Year - _. 
Indicate whethar riUSCGAu)8iiaiyt:««tesjiMBnif«rgSn" 

LJSOtertocs* wam •Of i iS f 

G m m i y O H i A J HME OF. ACCIDENT 
Oiftlrag 

Sommereisl AetiH% 

M3rteiA»ring 
OocWingiUrKtaadng 
R<jwtng?Paa!ftmj 
WeterSong 

T(M$n9 

VWiitewator. Sporta 
Other (SjwcifV) 

BdATSPeSft 

AtAnd^Kw 
Tw^to-Otxk • 
F « * T 8 , 
FisHnf) 
Hunting • • ., , 

BangTwySsJ 
Leunctiing 
.C^ansirg Speed 
Makinp ReUiai^ 
Starting E r ^ t » 

PERSON/U. FLOATION OI^ / iCES (PFOS) 

Wa3 Use bost aiSeqfuate!y.equtpp«Krv(!j9r 
COAST OUARD A P P H O ^ D 'pLOTATiON 

Wure ttiey acoEi££SUei'7 
tfVero thny oervicabte? 
Were ttiey «seri,hy autvivors? 
VW«f lTy f«7 [3 j \ J t l Q J C 
JV{spec«v} _ ^ j 

Was'tfJB"'iJBi5«il esmng KON epprovat 
flotsiicin daviC2£3? 
Were 8iesr SCCESSJUB' 
vnmna may usecr? 
^rycs. in£ScanaWif«i 

yea 
YBS _ Wo 
Yes 

No 

No 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 
gslsmgterf amount 
TM3Boat a 

Ottwr 
Plrop«rty 

FIR6 EJcrtNGOlSHER 
Were they used? (ft 
y<», (lot Tytpe(s) temi 
ffuocd.) 

TifP^ss: 

DESCRIBE PROPERTY DAMAGE 

DAMAGED PROPfcRTY: 

DESCRfaE^eSSEL DAMAGE: 

"''"''"'' i''"'''"'"^'-' • \f rnofe husn ^ famines and'/ of injtitKs. attacn aacfc'&naj t om^sy l-AtALnitSAHblNiUMIkii' 
TSraEJSHT 

Name 
»6tA43l^lcabi9 

D< D^ D3 

? i ! ^ Rssfrnr 

B&wfrnrti?r 

PFD Worn? 

I t c 3 Typt 

eDROWNING 
OTHER' 

BIRTH 

SlftTH BSwrnmer 
NonSvitmjtnef 
^FOWomV 
Y«5J Type 

t3SffM£WI^5B7 

BOROWNIWG 
OTHER 

LJPlSAPPliWWWefe 

Pftysicai CoraJibort' 

Ajcohol [fmplvad? 
QYes e^-C. 

Hmm , 

O^ D2 D^ 

A«*kH5S 

V ^ s i ^ # 

^^^ 
a!«Tn 

2 
l^on Syi'tmmoc 
PFD Womt 

BDROWNINO 
cnwgR 

t^hysicsii tioiidtlion: 

Prepstiw tnjmy? Q Y C S 

Ateohol Involved? 
• Yes BAC. .. 

Ptiysicd CondrMm: 

Propetter Injiyy? n ^ e s 

Arcssn« tnvotvEsdr? 
• ' ^ w B.A.C. 

IWSUmtiU 

eifRTH 
t 2 - i » a 3 

primary Srifjr/ fuytm f»rmir tKOiusn tvsnca 
Secondary Injury (rons 
Rm0(3ter (flj'sffy? Q Y e a 
trytiry Cawserf By Jmpaa Tritft watar 

AKWM? r i T e s B A C . 
PFDWbrnTlx lY€« ' 

Scott W.Zfegier 

a * 0= D3 

Adsiittaa ' 
9a\ i t i t3 i ! f ipntDT. 

R3iBt^MC27S^ 

BISTH Secondsiy Injury 
PfOpeBa-lrt^ify? Q Y T O 
Iftjiijy Cau3e«i By. 

lies*0BS freaiinem? LJYes" 
Hospaafized? n " ^ * * 
Alcohol? [~]Ye3 B.AC. 
PFOWomTL jYes 

Vessel ff 

n i n=: D3 

AdiiTssa'' 

flJRTH SeootHtsfylf^ry 
Prejpafier Injury? O Y e s 
injiiry Cii iSft i By 

MetSgal Tnaanngnt? [ lYeji' 
Hcsf«3Hzad? r i Y e s 
AIcBhri? C l Y e s B A C . 
PFOwomTTTYcs 

Name 

VtstSfiJff 

D * Qz D3 

060621HCC1594 Exhibit 3, Pg. 2 of 6 

/olO/ 



NCltLOLIFE EtlFOHCEPIENT Fax:919-107-0045 ] Jun 20 2006 13:34 

.• •..- •• -I-- - -' - .̂- .^•Mmmt^i.-mkiimxmi:,, „. .̂„ .>.. 
P.O? 

DESCRIBE W H A I J HAPPENED |8«<p(5nc« af «mit». Inside arisJ ©ostein any faSure <rf aqtî pment or nmi^imy. I J » ( M * lofann^on t ^a i i t i a 8w 
imdnerngin <f i l l « ^ SNM: or / dn%s In: c a ^ ^ 

i • • 

On Saturday, May 20,2IKJ6 al aî jroadlmatety 1630 hours. Jt^rn Anthojiy Shank was operaSng an tS' s8nQ«iy 
inboafd mottâ  boal «fl Fsm Lalo^ In Ws^e Coiaity. North Osjroina. Mr. ̂ ank was tevrfng tHe flwuier # the 
Iflfrtorboat, scott VWIiam Zlegleri ort a fliteg Wtfe. Mr. 2 ^ f | r was flying aHMWdmatety tsNmty feet above tBte 
sMfface of «ie Wfee, acccitilteg loviitiwssesln Itwi bo^, Thetoerator sJonMsd dovm K * « I tie tsepin cie^wi^tt© 
wake of anottjp* iioat. >« mis limk wmesses staled flie Wt̂  !iM»«*l aver and Mr. Zle0&r test cftntro! and fdi 
approjiitiately feNenly fee* to tfieiarfaoe of F*s IM^ . m . Be^fim washeJpetf Ua** Wo fte toe^ by m o»m 
paisenfets and i rs j^^f ts l to Uftiw Partem Gtie^ Boat Achss& Atm. B^pie 3t1 i«wi Ae BmfleM fire 
tjepatteeirt and Sis Foflcs E W ^ M 1272^eî jaf»ded totM boat access srea. R*. aeglerwastoii^portedlo W?*e 
MedkaJ Center arid feeM^ tof » fcfokffl fefB«r Irt ĥ^̂^ 

. ; • • ; • ' • 

/ 

IX 

A.J.£vaR3 

$ifaNATUJF^ 

•^iij Iirfi III ir i inn 'iiiiiiii'liniiiwii "IT 

^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ ^ ^ m * 
Dsiite,;SMbJ»i|tte<J~.. 

- '-^-~—~-— - — . . . . - A . — — . — ^ -. v-, ,—>„,. , . .m—^— B .,„ •„„..^.. . _ . „ „ _ _ _ _ _ _ •l imnwMiirMMnlg - ~ — — « — — — ^ - ^ — ^ — ^ — ^ — • 

Causes t @ ^ oft (̂ftrsedk a t t ^ " ' • ""'" 

"ThWBStJgaiSco }~JCoM|f»c«be4ct6rai3i»eS''' 

Sectsttdaiy Caoise of ^^aadenl 

Secs«»<feiy Cswse^T Sfcdtetf 
Tl iiiiimiiii I I •••MjiiiiiunniiiniMrTno MiiiiiiiiiiiinfffiffinffrT 

p^Ttaty Cawssof Acqseffit 
' j/^tj^'y-/f^/kiM./Afy.aiE:. 

5iUL eo^cbo 

^ • ^ % ' oC 
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A 

A,̂ .gVA7}l§. a ^ f \ 

PALkB'-LAhW7 7 
V^App CobPr XA7C 

Dmw$N7& /wrrpsmiP^ 

-I J ' j j j : J i ; p 

• • " ' i -

fLfMa HITf 

BaAT^^t 

Jl i. 

BAST 
BAA/H 

\fim^Afim^7 
4AANA.k.PMMjF-
SQiAl/H . • P , 

(^ , J «-.j^ ! ( . „ ^ . ^ ^̂ j -•• « l6 4 -"Tl 
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, •^tATE'pF'fiSRTH CAR6U«A"-S-

, . -\mxiu!SS^M€i&i^i;Tt^i'^]: 

, .;*4il f m i3]jeratoripf«<! 

' • • ' • • » ; « 

i i PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT-«U. OUT cdMPlEtELY 

t . .BOATING AcdlDEt iTRgPORT. 

iH:^Bsstayog<ig!Mai«&jW(fe.is.jt^ ĉ 

F o r i i i H 0 * . 1 

Rew 1/01 

S i S ^ M j ^ S ^ i s S i f e j J ^ i ^ g ^ j d e a U j or l i i j uor .^ I>f0p$'iy <ii5TOS9e m ewcass o( $SOQ. Rep'otfe in 

2ei;i 

SoAFHas^f ioSlKQi; 

:j^-:/.g?^^yr'(y-TYRE •OF'SOAT-?^^*"! •; 

> 
<Open Mci6>i£ci^i 
CaMn DiotQAcrst 
AwjEary^ati 

PWC 
Cancu 
OtiTct (Specrfy) • 

HytJ.-«ATBRIAL*t 
Wood 
AJuininam 
Steel ̂  

^Rl jetgtasE 
RiAbenMnyl 
PtasUc 
Other 

I OuBwaird - •! 
1lrrf5«anJ- I 
lljitw'sniHMrtttiwe 

/ • 
fJKQPULSiPN 
No.%f(^ i r tes 
Moeseisofiwef ftotalT 

NiatBEROFSKtERS 
BBNG TOWED: 

: T ^ : ^ 4 / Â̂  

"f i 

. = B O A T M { ^ a 

g ^ i ^ O R S £ ? ( K ^ E N C E ' - . . • . , , .OPERATOR' ; 

§} fij S a o lo : ] W Jiour$, V . -̂  ^ ^ ^ & s t f E . ^ ' i i t s 

L-J ?4,'''^rsm' 

^ 

j t z X . 

Hos Ma t nad a 
FQf current yesr? 
IndteateWeattffif 

SAfety 

f<AMEOF BOOY OF WATER 

F W L I y ^ f l i F t C A T I O M NO.' 

;.CONSnRUCinON 
-rsisngth 

Ycof boJB ([tmsl) / ^ c ^ 

tir^«s u &itan 

S.}S5S-*«»IN3Ty Coanesjt t i da f f i e l x i j i r 
itflRe / local exsminawjo 

Other 
LOCAl ioM •Lst 

StATK. NEAREST C l j y OR TOWN 

hM> 

L^ 
"rfeMPERATURE 

coomr 
{/\kA^&^ 

Raio 
Sf»»r 
Hazy 

OPERATiONATTlMc 
(CtieOt all aaoUc^bts] 

Cpnsnw5rtt ACSv t̂y 
Cn^kiKi 

J?awm5rPadi3ir.g 

Wjpfer SIcng 

ToBnsJmtns' 

WATER CONCmONS 
CSto (W5VS3 isss tfind 6*) 
ctKjppy (waves 6- lo l a i 
ROugft (waves Z* to S"? 
VBjy Ro«gh (grsatsrtll,M &'1 
Strang Cunent 

•S 

fi 

OF ACCJDENT 
Driftmg 
At Aftchot 

Kunimg 

Senmmfng 
&6ii!gTiiw«l 

LsurKtVtiq 

TYPE OF ACCIoefW" •?aw«K,Or.a) 
GrfturKiing 

HMOf fixjBcaioo 
(Oiheftenl!ualJ 

^ ^3fer J-fehao 

after CS3«;^ 

PERSONAL FLOATATtON OeviCeS 
Was tha boat sdei^yattiV equfppsd v«af» 
COAST GUARD APPROVEO^OTATION 
oeviCES? ffl'^es n «e 
Wene they accessible? J^ Yus _ | No 
Were fsay servfcatJteT V Yes _J No 
V*«lMre tneYtaed ty&iirwwQre? ^ Yes . | Wo 

Whal t y p e ? r 3 t .Ql f .CS'^ * *V 'Us f^ ' 

Were PFO'S property Used? 

AdjUSS!}?, 
Saed? 

Air 

Water 

WIND 
None 

, lJ9fi» (0-e mph} 
, 5;̂  iltoaeraie (7-i.i£ mcsj 

__ Strong <1S-i5 mcr-.i 
StOrtfl (Over 25 rr.r-.t 

QCoateicrt wilh 
f i'Lted ObloCl 
^CoBision with 

Ftaatmg Ot^eci 
': ~1 Falls Ovemoard 

BFate Is; bo-ott ' 
Hit sy Motqr or 

i Prcpaiter 
i rstnjcR by bost 

WKAT IN YOUR OPINION cz-HrRiB'jr=a 
Tp T H E ACCfOENT' fCnecu s i apoiicabis; 

Careless J RacWess |XJWatJ3 

BOAT S P E E D : 

{ [ lUf idar - 1 0 mph 0 2 1 - 40 mph 

Was use veissat camng ISQN sppr^eQ-
ftaaudn devices? . Q ' * ' * * - K i '^* 
Were thcy 3cc8ssa3Se'?y) Yes 

Were they usetf?' Q '̂ •^^ 

If Y m . m€iesHs kip4 j 

VlSi.9il.IT*' 
Day Night 

x|Gooo r 
J ''^'" L 

I ^oor r 

Exccaoivc Speec) 
No Proper Lookoui 
Resfaif^ced Vison 
Ovcrtoading 
lisfxepei Lenxiitig 

(Hasartgus wsKefs 
^ D a m / L a c x 

jShatj j Tum 
(SianJrw fn Gear 
Failure to Vent 
Other J 

PlAio fKH u^e 
| | [ jOrjo use 
l_ jF3i«o(Hui l 
j I F^u< of Macntncry 

r j O w i a t a * Jn«xs*ft«ccs 
I ii^jKaiofinacefiBOii 
n N ; <• mtcioMi' Licrjs 
; l l jTxiajer Ajicrawng 
" C j ^ s s E i i WaiSf3 

PROPERTY DAMAGJE 
Estimated smSunk 
This Bast ^ p yv& 

OtHSf 

FIRE EXTINGUSHER 
WSiS £h«y us4d? {If 
yes. ist Typ^s (sJ ^nfi 
f!Wt*«r used.) 

JI'-ssgNio • NA 

Name 3r:o AQOress or Pnjoerry owner 

i£&iXA..Q£Xi Sfe i ^ 
OESCRlfi^ pAtipERTY DAVAGe 

DESCRloe VESSEL OAMAGE 
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N C « l L O L I F f EHFOfiCEaEHT F a x : 9 1 9 - 7 0 7 - 0 0 4 5 

f . / . J -.Name ' ^AiMress — * — ; o a f e a f B i i t h 

| ] 

- »S • - .<• ' 

-% 

• - • . • ' : ' ^ ' ' 

^^/MM7-^m}7i4,A/AA--::,:, •,;..;.;., :;.-;.. ':i 

_ _ ^ .̂ Jon 20 2006. 13:36 

•WasVfefn? ' 'T ' " 
P. 10 

vWoifi Svwmmer 
jff^}NQtt\7 • 

"f '̂WSi"'-'--yHie;'T 

beathCaiised 

av 
DtTOwir̂ g 
Other 

v:.ii-'j:iMAŝ m:?'̂ ':(r{:'A-'i--'-'H4' 

' "f-.-'^r^-..^^; 
: • . : '•'S->-.mt3viBi<S\^^::if. 

r^r'i- 'V?Si''->».'«•• 

l ^ w f i n f i B e r ' 
ueam^Causea" 
By.? 

- ;g^ Ofgattr paused .-i^' 
irrrefiXc,̂  rf i?,s 

PropeHer in|ury?' " 

Q V^ ' -
Alcohol trvi«3(ved? 

rropeaedijjury?'..,-. 
.^•yeS'',;-"'-.:-"'-*' 
r̂S5ft̂ ."lAytiJv&d?,~r 

Kffiipefier.it j jyQ^: 

•J^anf f i •AiSclTessj'.. 

Name AcWess .Ds teo fB f r th 

^.>^.Vlv Secs i i | ^ i y * fu i y . ; . ..̂  ._.... 

f*i!!p^%Skj7 [Jl Yes ••'";: Aioc^a?'"- ' "•'•'' 

Name Address Date of Birth 
J 

Pnmanripto .' 
SeeerHterjrlJ^tny 
i=5s}|!e!tofl(̂ «By? 
( i ^ t y Caused By 

D , Vfis 

Piin^fy !n|ttiy 

Secorwfety Injiuy 
Pmpefler Injufy? 

ACCIOENT beiifl^PTIQN 

n ^̂ ŝ 

i-MssBcal TrEstment • • 

Aknhor? 
PFD Wjim? 

y ••; -Yes' 

^Yes 

•Tes 
Yes 
Yes 

Media! Treatrneftt 

AJCONO*? 

P F O VVcrn? 

Ye 
Yes 
Yes 

0E5CRI8E Vi/HAT KA.°PEN£D (ssauqncs of avante, indute ajyl eeptein arty.farluns of equipment cr mac'rvn^rf. IftsMos inmimsahn rtjaming 
ttS6 tawoJvsment of sicahel and / cr crugs in causing qr conWhuiing to Itia acxadent tndurie any de5<J^rive inforrwatsofl abooi (he us^ sf PFD's 

a^-Uj^ r-itfU^dx. V.:U,--W%.^ J£„lV ,2.-0 ^+- 4o 4W.S^^4 i 
J ^C<1 

£^'H^ h}^hj&- ^-4?ujcLcAd c<,«t̂  C / J ' w - A ^ , ^PUjufAht 

V E S J E L l^U. î  (j'tTnorg'ttian 2 vaaaeis, atraeftaS'bitiotat fonTntSTT 

Nama of O.Deratdr 

Operator Adorasi 

Oparator Tdeptmrw N u m t e r laosiNwTuser 

A/A A^AUle I f/f ^^1,537? (^A7Z^SL<U 

( < ^ \ l . - r t r - a . i ^ ( ^ \ C\9 . - ,KA f^~t^X^. t^ /^ t / y c "2A<^O^A 
sahone Numoe 

. . a X < . « l ' ^ 

— H l j (̂ t.% gob? 
scSim'er Atidr^ss 

'^'"'^^{j.O 12- C T ^ ^ A ^ 4 - P \ A H K ^ I RA/€/fL 'AC ZlC^of 
j^Wwpss'gl ' 

\ ) g j \ A . ' ^ G ' i b s/ 
NSme 

Adtlress 
•. I O f 

Address ^ ^ 

Teie j i tone Numisef 

Yeleghone t i tmskr 

Name Addrass I eleofione Hutdtst 

PERSON CtiNtPLETJNG REPORT 

r/^/s/ ^7/1 t*tefne ''';'gi' ' '<^^ .^ . "^ / i K x a . A A 

Q OpersjOf / J OwtesT 

Address 

'̂ f̂ W^^ ^̂  "^°^ 
letenfione Numser 

o f n %Z7 B^77 
Cat! 
SuciTiifted 1^ î l-tP O p 
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U.S. CONSUMER PROu>UCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20207 

060621HCC1594 Exhibit 4, Pg. 1 o f l 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
docvunent on the lines provided. 

/ YES O NO 

/AO^ 
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~y^ .4.4 AtA^-'AAA'- '^/^•/i/'/A.'i^.(/A/A-A'A 

A>-. ̂ r ' / ^ - . - - y . ^ ^ T ^ 
fljJSl^ ' -^**'*"^ 'r^ •".;„ - - "•» ~'V.-t'vr* jTf 

a n U HRE H E R E : HOmE - T D U J H E L E S - UJEGD KITE TUBE 

new stuff I .kite..tube | acrobats | half-pipes | mables | motopods | speedzones | patriots | world class j decks ] my-t | concepts | bo 
, tubes 

£Pl 

' i i * •* T ' A —• 

» s * f t « S d ^ i S S ^ » * . ^ •"•••'• '• 

| j j^J5rJS,lft*:K^. 

Wego Kite Tu 
10ft diameter flying tu 
Take flight with the WE 
action towable is here, 
excitement! Whip aero 
through the air like a b 
rise above the water, r 
nothing but adrenaline 
has been raised with t 
beneath it... 
IVlodel 53-5000 Sug. R 

KJIETUBEVy 
IVIARKET - CL 

Features: 

o 120 inch inflat 

configuration 

« 840D full body 

e Computerized 

a Nylon zippered 

adjustment 

o Multiple mesh 
a Two heavy-dut 

cockpit 

9 Reinforced tow 

connector for e 

o Speed safety v 
o Parallel slotting 

neoprene padd 
use 

8 8 padded, non 

« Heavy-duty sta 

9 Reflective Safe 
outside top tap 

a Variable loops 

« Panoramic see 

s Acljustable leng 
rope included 

a High visibility, 
watersports sa 
caution accent 

9 Instructional D 
included 

http://www.sportsstuffcom/towables/wego/index.shtml 
/2dO 
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Wego Kite Tube 
lOft diameter flying tube 
Take flight with the VV KIT TU The ne t generation of action towable is here, taking you to a whole new 
level of e citement Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird perience the thrill 
of flight as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake 
The level of e treme sport has been raised with the W KIT TU Anything else is beneath it 
Model 5 -5000 Sug Retail: $ 5 9 9 . 9 5 

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR 
INFO 

Features: 

« 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration 
o 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating 
» Computerized double stitched sewing 
« Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment 
o Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked 
« Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit 
o Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection 
« Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation 
o Parallel slotting system vvith non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and 

leg use 
o 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard 
o Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls 
» Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping 
» Variable loops for detachable leash use 
• Panoramic see through double windows 
o Adjustable length styie 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included 
« High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution 

accent striping 
• Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included 

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly: 
Kite Tube Instructional Video 

/ jor 
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WEGO KITE TUBE REPLACEiVIENT REQUEST 
After this form has been submitted, a Custorner Service Representative will contact you with an RMA number. 

Please use the form on this page to request your replacement product(s). Before we ship your 
chosen replacements, you must send us your Wego Kite Tube as outlined below: 

Please 
completely fill 
out the form 
and press the 

SUBMIT button 
when you're 

finished. 'ALL i 
F1E.LDSARE ' 
REQUIRED = 
-irr --T - -z-r , 

Date 
Purchased 

Product 
condition 

Store where 
pi oducl v^as 
purclidsed 

i£...-^3sl:. j3::u:.i53ij: 

Month T- IP^^^I Year > | 

<Select Condition> • !S ' t r 'w r fB -9 i t / / ' ' i i 0 f - i s0 i . 

First and last 
lame - - - ?s ~j5r-

Street address -j 

;-:4A7xAi. 'AA^A^AHA A A 7 A A A ^ ^ 

City 
•'T'A..'j JTi wA ^ 

State/Prov'nce 

<Select> 

szr^^xsT"?:: 

Zip I 

Countiy 

./..iiiH^i:Miii::iiii'^.:A^i'-, iM.yi:.MiiAiiSM.&s7/ii iiim&-A,Ki?SmiS0i*MiM'i'SX>-^S^ 

f:*fi|N|i*?JS:5|5#f#SJ'';#'"*p"'rt;K;t:^ 

<Select> • 1 

E-rnail address I yourmail@serviccprovid=r com 

^- Area codo ^ 
pnone riunhei 

km?A7AMA0ASmAAAA 

0 î0A$A^A7^A0iAAiAAA7W. 

Please choose <Select Replacement O; n n 
your desired l i_ ,.„ 
replcjcemont Lcdm more about the replatci 11 

option Close the new window v 

T j l 

I CLEAR FORM SUBMrr •I 
J f h a hank You 

•-^•Ksjr -^szn-

Wego Return Procedure: 

Click here if your kite tube is new or unused and has NEVER been inflated. 
If your Wego Kite Tube has been tised, we will need you to cornpie.te the 
following steps; 

/^7 
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PLEASE CUT OFF THE FOLLOWING PARTS OF YOUR UNIT TO RETURN TO SPORTSSTUFF: 
1. CUT OFF THE ALUMINUM TOW CONNECTOR FROM THE COVER. 
2. USING SCISSORS, CAREFULLY CUT OUT ONE (1) WARNING PATCH ON THE WEGO 
COVER, IT IS NECESSARY THAT YOU CUT ALL THE WAY THROUGH THE COVER TO RETURN 
THE WARNING PATCH, PLEASE USE THE WARNING PATCH WITH THE ITEM NUMBER 53-
5000 PRINTED ON IT. 
3. PLEASE LOCATE THE VALVES ON EACH OF THE TWO (2) INNERTUBES. CUT OUT EACH 
VALVE LEAVING A 1 INCH RADIUS AROUND EACH VALVE. WITHIN THIS RADIUS THERE 
SHOULD BE AN ITEM NUMBER 53-5000, BE SURE TO LEAVE THIS NUMBER INTACT SO 
THAT WE CAN IDENTIFY THE ITEM WHEN YOU RETURN IT TO US, 
4. PLACE ALL OF THESE PARTS INTO A SINGLE APPROPRIATE SIZED MAILER, AGAIN WE 
MUST HAVE ALL PARTS BACK IN ORDER TO PROCESS THE RETURN. 

AGAIN, THE PARTS TO RETURN ARE: 

1 ALUMINUM TOW CONNECTOR, 

1 WARNING PATCH CONTAINING THE ITEM NUMBER CUT FROM THE COVER 

2 VALVES FROM THE INNERTUBES WITH ITEM NUMBERS INTACT 

5. PLEASE WRITE THE RMA NUMBER THAT YOU RECEIVE AFTER SUBMITTING YOUR 
REQUEST ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE MAILER. T H I RMA NUMBER I ETREMEL 
I M ORTANT. WITHOUT IT OUR RETURN AND E CHAM E ORDER MA NOT BE 

ROCE ED. PLEASE PRINT THE ENTIRE NUMBER CLEARLY, SPORTSSTUFF WILL NOT BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR RETURNS THAT ARE MISSING THE RMA NUMBER. 

We MUST have ali of these parts returned before we will ship out the replacement product. 
Please send envelope to : 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E. Circle 
Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
ATTN: RMA # 

I ou Wego i b e ti i it o igi gi g ot bee 
o e e o o e e but e e i te t o o t e e i t u t i o o o t o 
etu t e o eta u it to u 

1. Be sure to securely close your Wego back in it's original carton. All parts must be inside 
the box if you had previously opened it, including manuals and DVD. 
2. Remove any shipping labels that were placed on the outside of the carton 
3. Write the RMA number that you receive from Customer Service on the outside of the 
carton. 
4. Please also write the name of the person we are shipping the exchange order to on the 
outside of the carton, along with the return address. 
5. Please return the Wego Unit to; 

Sportsstuff Inc. 
11213 E Circle 
Suite A 
Omaha NE 68137 
Attn: RMA # 

6, You should use UPS Ground Service to return the unit, and you may charge the ground 
freight to our UPS account. Sportsstuff Cu.stomer Service will give you the account number 
when your request is received. 
7. Once we have received your Wego return, we will process and ship out your exchange 
product via UPS Ground service. 

//1/V 
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CONTACT LIST (060621HCC1594) 

1. Scott Ziegler/victim 
Justin Shank/boat operator 
6012 Crayford Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27604 
(919) 996-4885 

6/20 - initiated with phone messages for boat operator and 
victim. 

7/13 - in-person interviews with victim & boat operator. 

2. CPT Chris Huebner / Officer John Evans 
NC Wildlife Resources Commission 
1717 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1717 
(919) 707-0033 / (919) 569-0454 

7/5 & 7/24 - brief telephone interviews. 
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Task Number: 060621HCC1594 
Date: 7/24/06 

Status of Missing Document(s) 

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be 
obtained. 

1. EMS Report (Bay Leaf Fire Dept./Six Forks EMS). 

2. 

3-

4. 

5. 

/A^ 



1. Task Number 
060706HBB1617 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 11 

2. Investigator's ID 
8951 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 06 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 19 year old single male rider of a kite tube fell from a height of 25 feet in the air, into the water of the river on w/hich 
the boat pulling the kite tube was operating. The victim was wearing a helmet and life vest at the time ofthe incident. 
The victim suffered a mild concussion from the fall. The boat pulling the kite tube at the time of the incident was 
occupied by the driver, the victim's brother and two other individuals as the boat traveled at about 25 miles per hour. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

PORT DEPOSIT 

9. State 

MD 

10A. FirstProduct 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO 

10C. Model Number 

53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSTUFF, INC 
11213 East Circle, #A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

118. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
19 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
1 - Injured, not Hosp. 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

16. Body Part(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

3 - Other 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

19.5/3 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

# Yes O No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/12/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8922 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670069A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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This assignment was predicated upon a consumer's compliant of a kite tube incident 
involving the complainant's nineteen year old brother (DOB: 09/16/1986; 5' 11"; 170 
pounds), as the victim. The complainant provided the information in this report, as he 
was the owner and the driver ofthe 19 foot "Bayliner Capri" boat, bearing Maryland 
vessel registration # MD 8594BS being used to tow the kite tube, at the time ofthe 
incident. The complainant has owned this boat for a three year period prior to the kite 
tube incident. The victim was unavailable for interview as he was out ofthe area. 

The product involved in this incident is one ofthe emerging hazard products, described 
as a "Wego" kite tube by Sportsstufflnc; - model 53-5000, of 11213 East Circle, #A, 
Omaha, NE - ((402) 592-9085). The complainant (DOB: 07/18/1974; 5'9"; 175 pounds) 
had purchased the kite tube off of the inter-net, after seeing a video on the kite tube and 
thinking this might be a "fun" thing to do, from "boattube.com, on 05/18/2006, under 
their order # 1293. The kite tube was delivered to the complainant on 05/22/2006 via 
United Parcel Services (UPS) at the cost of $499.95. Included in this order was a "free" 
life vest as a gift for purchasing the kite tube. Also received was an instruction video to 
be reviewed prior to using the kite tube. No changes, repairs or modifications were made 
to the kite tube by the complainant. 

On Sunday evening, 06/11/2006, at about 5:00 PM, the complainant, the victim, the 
victim's 18 year old girlfriend and a 19 year old male friend ofthe victim's (both the 
girlfi:iend and the male friend's dates of birth; height and weight are unknown), were all 
in the boat on the Susquehanna,river, in an area down stream ofthe Conowingo Dam, 
near the town of Port Deposit, Maryland. The weather was bright and sunny, with a 
strong wind blowing. Boat traffic in the area was light and the area was clear of any other 
obstructions. According to the complainant, "it was the ideal weather conditions and time 
of day, to fly the kite tube". Both the victim and the complainant had on at least three 
separate occasions, prior to the incident, watched the instructional video to insure that 
they understood the safety issues on the use ofthis kite tube. It should also be noted that 
on at least two separate dates/occasions, before the incident, both the complainant and the 
victim had attempted to "fly" the kite tube by pulling it behind the boat, but had been 
unsuccessful, in at least eight to ten attempts to get the kite tube out ofthe water and into 
the air. The victim, who was wearing the "free gift' life vest and a water ski type of 
helmet, was the only person on the kite tube. The complainant attached the kite tube 
hamess to the back of his boat and adjusted the tow rope to a length of about forty five 
feet, which was the recommended length for a beginner to use as outlined in the 
instructional video. With all in place the boat was moved out to a position to stretch of 
the rope away from the boat. 

fA'7 
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Once all was in place, the complainant began to run the boat at a speed of between twenty 
five (25) and thirty (30) mile per hour (mph). This was the recommended speed to travel 
in order to get the kite tube up in the air according to the instmctional video. Once the 
boat reached this speed, the kite tube became airbome. The kite tube was in the air at a 
height estimated to have been about twenty five feet off of the surface ofthe water, for 
about a three to four minute period. At this point a gust ofwind suddenly "kick up", 
causing the kite to dip and begin tuming towards a vertical position. In order to try to 
right the kite tube, the complainant sped up the speed ofthe boat, a little, which only 
caused the kite tube to go more out of control, as it tumed and twisted in the air. The 
complainant then tried backing off of the speed that the boat was traveling, but at this 
point the kite tube was in the vertical position and tossed the victim off and into the water 
below. The complainant could not see whether or not the kite tube landed on top ofthe 
victim as he was tuming the boat around to go to the area in which the victim had landed 
in the water. Arriving at the point where the victim was in the water, the people in the 
boat pulled the victim into the boat and they took him to the shore. The victim had blood 
mnning firom his mouth as he was coughing up the blood and water which had gotten into 
his body from this incident. Medical personnel were called to the scene and medical 
treatment was begun at the boat dock area. A medical helicopter was called to the scene 
and the victim was air lifted to the University of Maryland medical center in Baltimore, 
Md. 

Maryland Natural Resources police- officer J. Vogt, was the responding official, to take 
charge at the incident scene. Under that organization's central region case number of 
106007225-N, the report was filed at 3738 Gwynnbrook Ave., Owings Mills, Maryland 
21117 - ((410) 356-7060), the police headquarters. 

On 07/06/2006 in a telephonic interview and again on 07/07/2006 in a face to face 
meeting with the complainant at his home, the facts ofthis incident were verified. The 
complainant stated that this was the first inflatable product that he had every towed 
behind his boat. He additionally stated that both he and the victim had planned to use 
hand signals to communicate while using the kite tube, but that with the distance off of 
the water and size and configuration ofthe kite tube this was not able to be done as they 
could not see one another. The complainant saw the victim fall from the kite tube, land in 
the water, but lost sight ofthe victim for a brief period as he began to tum the boat 
around to go to the aid ofthe victim. The complainant executed a Release of Name 
Authorization which is attached as an exhibit to this report. 

/AAS 
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Further from watching the instmctional video pertaining to the kite tube, it was the 
impression of both the victim and the complainant, that the kite tube could be controlled 
by the length of rope being used as it limited the height that could be reached. The 
consumer noticed no mechanical issues with the kite tube after the incident and stated 
that he saw none prior to the incident. The complainant felt, that even though the 
instmctional video did not show the kite tube rider wearing a helmet, if was very 
fortunate that the victim was wearing one at the time ofthis incident, along with the life 
vest. In regards to the safety wamings that appear both on the kite tube and in the video 
the complainant and the victim had both been made aware of them and read them fully 
before using the kite tube. The complainant did state that it is written in bold lettering on 
the kite tube- "never kite higher, than you are willing to fall", which the complainant 
found interesting in light ofthis incident. 

A copy ofthe medical release form was provided to the complainant to obtain the release 
of medical records for treatment ofthe victim, by obtaining the victim's signature, when 
he retums to the area. The victim was treated and released from the medical center at the 
University of Maryland, without an over night stay for a slight head concussion. The 
victim does not suffer from any lingering effects ofthis incident, although he still has 
follow up doctor's visits to be made. 

Telephonic contact was made with the responding police department in order to obtain a 
copy of their report. The report has not yet been completed and should be forwarded to 
this office when ready for public information. 

In a telephonic briefing to the Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, Office of 
Compliance and Field Operations and follow up e-mail instmction, no copy ofthe 
owner's manual was obtained in this investigation. During the face to face meeting with 
the complainant, the kite tube was inflated in the garage area ofthe complainant's home 
and a color photograph ofthe kite tube was exposed as required by the assignment 
instmction to verify the manufacturer ofthe kite tube. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: 

The product involved in this incident is a kite tube, inflatable, purchased on line 
from "Boattube.com" for $499.95. Kite tube by "WEGO" is made by Sportsstuff, Inc., 
11213 East Circle, #A, Omaha, NE. 

/A^ 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

1) Contact Information 
2) Release of Name Authorization 
3) Missing document form 
4) Color identifying photograph 
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CONTACT INFORMATION; 

Daniel Klawitter, 105 Turtleback Court, Rising Sun, MD 21911 - ((302) 631-7393) 
contact dates 07/06 & 07/2006 

7Ar 



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the infonnation to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers noay need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page v̂ ĥether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

^̂^̂  z~~ 
- J/i YES • NO 

AyAAh/inAAt /L 
(Signature) (Date 

^/ZoC 

CPSC HotSne: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) • CPSC's Web Site: htlp://www.cpsc.gov 
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Task No.: 060706HBB1617 

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT 

The purpose ofthis record is to notify the reader that the following document(s), which is/are 
missing from this report, will not be collected. 

1. victim's medical records 

2 Police report 

3. 

The investigator indicates in the report that he/she requested a copy of the above listed 
document(s), but the document(s) was/were not yet available when the investigation report was 
completed. The investigator intended to forward the document(s) for attachment to this report 
when the requested material was obtained. 

The investigator has made numerous attempts, since the original request, to collect a copy ofthe 
requested document(s) but has not been successfiil. Because ofthe problems associated with the 
collection ofthis rhaterial and our limited investigation resources, no additional efforts will be 
made to collect the missing document(s). 

We apologize for any inconvenience the missing data may cause you. 

Date: July 8, 2006 Investigator No.: ^^^^ 

Regional Office: Supervisor No.: 
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if entilymg photograph ofthe kite tube 

Q^ 
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I.Task Number 

060703HBB2657 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 25 

2. Investigator's ID 
8156 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 05 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 759641 

A 19 year old male was using a kite tube on a lake. He was being pulled by a boat at about 30 MPH when a gust of 
wind pushed the kite tube upwards. He was thrown from from it and landed right shoulder first into the water. He was 
air lifted to the hospital and treated for a severed aorta, minor spleen, kidney injuries and concussion. He was 
hospitalized for a week and released. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY 

10A. FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

B.City 

LITTLE FALLS 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

9. State 

MN 

IOC. Model Number 

53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
19 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

89-NECK 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
62 - Intern. Org. Inj. 

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 8 / 9 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

# Yes O No O Verbal , 

24. Review Date 
07/12/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

27. Distribution 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670024A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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SUMMARY 

The product involved in this accident is 10' diameter 
flying kite tube. It is similar to inner tubes that are 
designed to be pulled behind a boat on the water. With 
this inflatable device you can pull up on the front of the 
kite tube and it becomes airborne as it is being pulled 
behind a boat. 

The complainant's 19 year old son (16 0 lbs.) saw this item 
advertised on the internet. His family owns a resort and 
marina on a lake in northern Minnesota. _ The father ordered 
one of the kite tubes directly from their marina supplies 
dealer in Minnesota. He purchased the kite tube in June 
2006. The kite tube was sent directly to them from the 
dealer which is about 22 0 miles away. There were no 
discussions with the dealer about any potential safety 
issues with the kite tube. 

The kite tube came with an owner's manual, instructions for 
using it and also a DVD covering the safe use of it. The 
19 year old victim said he read over the manuals and the 
warnings that covered the 10' diameter kite tube. He 
didn't watch the DVD that came with it. 

To use the kite tube you knee down in the two slotted 
openings. You hold onto the ball and leash to keep the tip 
of the kite tube out of the water. When you hit the proper 
speed the kite tube will lift off the water and you stand 
up. You then use the hand grips and position of your feet 
to control the flight. The manufacturer states if you sit 
down quickly it will bring down the kite tube. Please see 
the attached owner's manual for the proper use of a kite 
tube. 

The victim always used a certified floatation device when 
using the kite tube. He used no other protective 
equipment. 

He said during the first time he attempted to use the kite 
tube he had some difficulty getting it off the water. He 
said this was the first kite tube device he has attempted 
to ride. He tried the three different lengths of tow rope 
that came with it. He said the distributor said at about 



2 0 mph the kite tube should become airborne. He said the 
boat had to be traveling at least 25 MPH with some wind 
before he was able to become airborne. He said if there 
wasn't any wind the boat had to be traveling at over 30 
MPH. 

The father who drove the boat several times while pulling 
individuals on the kite tube agreed that the boat had to be 
moving at least 2 5 MPH before anyone could get the kite 
tube airborne. 

The victim had used the kite tube about six times before the 
accident. He had one other incident where he sustained 
some injuries using it. About two weeks before the 
accident he was out on the lake and was being pulled by 
their boat. He guessed that he was up in the air about 
15-2 0' when he hit a wind gust. This threw the kite tube 
off balance and it came down hard on its side in the water. 
He was able to hold onto the kite tube, but he sustained 
bruises to both of his elbows from his impact with the 
water. While he was riding the kite tube his sister was 
taking a video tape of him. It shows the kite tube up in 
the air and losing control of it as it hits the water. The 
victim sent me a copy of this incident and it is attached. 

Several other members of the family have experienced 
acciderits while attempting to ride the kite tube. The 
victim's brother (225 lbs.) was riding it and got it 
airborne. He lost control and the kite tube came down 
hitting the water very hard. He hit the side of his upper 
torso and had the wind knocked out of him. 

His uncle (185 lbs.) had the same thing happen to him. 
This time the kite tube flipped over and he landed on his 
back and shoulder. He sustained a bruised shoulder and 
ribs. 

His 16 year old sister (115 lbs.) came down hard sideways 
into the water and hit face first. She sustained a bloody 
nose. None of these injuries required professional medical 
attention. 

On the day of the incident (6-25-2006) they had driven to 
Fish Trap Lake near Little Falls, MN. There were several 
family members there for the day and they were using the 
kite tube most of the day. 
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The weather according to the National Weather Service for a 
nearby reporting station was a high of 79 degrees F with an 
overcast sky for parts of the day. The average wind speed 
was 5.5. MPH with gusts of 2 0 MPH. 

The son couldn't remember any of the details of the 
accident due to his injuries. 

At the time of the accident the father of the victim was 
driving the boat. He said they were traveling at about 30 
MPH. He was driving into the wind and the victim was up in 
the air about 10-15' on the kite tube. He said they hit a 
gust of wind and the kite tube flew up into the air to 
about 25'. He said the kite tube went flying one way and 
the victim went flying off the other way. He said the 
victim went right shoulder first into the water. He said 
it sounded like a rifle shot when the boy hit the water. 

The victim was unconscious when he pulled him partially 
into the boat. He said he pulled his upper torso into the 
boat and let his legs dangle in the water. He is a life 
responder for the local fire department and didn't want to 
pull the boy into the boat in case he had back or neck 
injuries. He called 9-1-1 from the boat and drove back to 
shore. He said the boy regained consciousness within a 
couple of minutes. 

When they reached shore the local paramedics had arrived. 
They C collared the victim and drove him out of the resort 
area up to the road when a helicopter was waiting. The boy 
was air lifted to the hospital in St. Cloud, MN. It was 
determined that, he had severed his aorta. He also had 
minor kidney, spleen damage and a concussion. He was 
transferred to Hennepin County Medical Center, Minneapolis, 
MN. 

He spent one week in the hospital, 3 days in intensive 
care. The doctors told the family that someone normally 
has less than 1% chance of surviving this type of injury. The 
victim is at home recovering from his injuries. He is at 
about 90% and is scheduled for a follow-up visit within the 
next week. He hopes to get clearance to return to all his 
normal activities. The father said during his next visit 
to the hospital he will attempt to get copies of medical 
records covering his son's injuries. 
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The father and son said this kite tube is very dangerous to 
use and has several inherent problems. The driver of the 
boat has complete control over the entire flight of the kite 
tube. He determines the boat speed that you have to pull 
the kite tube to get it airborne and have to watch the 
flight of the kite tube to see how it is reacting. He has 
to make sure that you are driving into the wind and not 
into a cross wind. Driving into a cross wind will make the 
kite tube unstable and can cause it to flip over. If the 
rider is having some difficulties he has to slow down to 
lower the kite tube. However, you can't slow down too 
quickly as the kite tube will nose dive into the water. 

The owner's manual recommends that you have a spotter and 
it is a state law that you do have a spotter with this type 
of activity. However, the driver has to react immediately 
to how the kite tube is reacting so he has to watch it 
himself or it. will flip over or nose dive into the water. The 
father said you have to watch the kite tube so you're 
driving the boat one direction and looking back in the 
other direction. He heard of one incident involving a kite 
tube where the. boat actually drove right into a tree as the 
driver was watching the rider not where he was headed. 

The victim said when you are up in the air riding the kite 
tube you are completely in the hands of the boat driver. 
He said you lean back and can't see over or around the kite 
tube. He said they have a clear plastic panel in the kite 
tube. However, you can't see through it and any hand 
signals wouldn't be seen. The motor on the boat is loud 
enough where it is difficult to yell loud enough to be 
heard. 

He said the speed of the boat, length of tow rope and wind 
speed determines how high the kite tube goes. He has heard 
of individuals using 100' of tow rope and a very fast boat 
to get the kite tube very high. 

He doesn't know if you could make this kite tube safe. He 
said the kite tube has a single connection point in the 
middle front for the tow rope. So when you pull it up into 
the air you have a 10' diameter saucer shaped device being 
pulled by a single rope traveling at high speeds. This is 
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inherently unstable. He wondered if you had two tow ropes 
secured to the front spread apart if the kite tube would be 
a little more stable while up in the air. He didn't know 
if this would be more dangerous if the kite tube nose dived 
into the water or flipped over. 

They spoke with their dealer about this incident. They are 
a larger marine supply distributor in Twin Cities, MN. 
They told the father that they had sold about 1,000 of the 
suspect kite tubes. They were aware of several other minor 
injuries caused by riding a kite tube. However, none were 
as serious as sustained by the victim. 

The aunt of the victim called the manufacturer and 
complained about the danger of riding a kite tube. They 
told her if the instructions are followed it should be safe 
to use their kite tube. 

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

The product involved in this incident is a 10' diameter 
flying inner t:ube. It has two heavy duty PVC bladders that 
are covered by a nylon skin cover. There are two built in 
slots for the rider's feet and 8 padded handles. There is 
a rope with easy grip sponge balls attached to the front 
for pulling up the front during use. There is colorful 
labeling on the nylon cover along with numerous cautions 
and warnings. Please see the attached photographs for a 
view of the complainant's kite tube. 

The kite tube was purchased in June 2006 from: 

Bell Industries, Inc. 
58 0 Yankee Doodle Road 
Eagan, MN 55121 
651-452-3165 

It is identified as a "Wego" kite tube Model 53-5000. It 
is distributed by: 

Sportstuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
402-592-8833 
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Please see the attached photographs for a view of the 
suspect kite tube. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Photographs and video showing kite tube accident 
2. Entries from Steadywinds.com covering safety concerns 
3. Page from www.sportstuff.com describing kite tube 
4. Wego Kite Tube Owner's Manual 
5. Towable Owner's Manual 
6. Warranty Information 
7. Authorization For Release of Name 
8. Contact List 
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Attachment#1 

Shows view of the "Wego" kite 
tube. 
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7Â  
f.-'..-.i 

/JSo 



060703HBB2657 

Shows the master length (65') 
for the tow rope for the tube 
kite. This is the length of tow 
rope being used by the victim. 
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Attachment* 7 

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consimier Product Safety Commission, depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record ofthis information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting infonnation about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

O NO 

AfkAn^ lA^h/^P"^ 
(Signature) 

CPSC Hotline: 1-«00-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
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C o n t a c t L i s t 

Randy (Fa the r ) & T r a v i s (Victim) Klad ivo-Compla inan t 
4:553 Brad l ey Road 
r o w e r , MN 55790 
218-753-5457 

/ASS> 



1. Task Number 

060614HCC3605 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 03 

2. Investigator's ID 
1947 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 06 26 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

A 16 year-old female sustained no injuries when while riding a kite tube she was elevated to 30 feet and the product 
began oscillating and became unstable. The product then nosedived and accelerated towards the water and ejected 
the victim from the product while 15-20 feet above the water. The victim landed in the water awkwardly and received 
subsequent medical treatment. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

BULLFROG 

9. State 

UT 

10A. FirstProduct 

3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO KITE TUBE 

10C. Model Number 
53-5000 

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF, INC. 
11213 E. Circle, SuiteA 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Ageof Victim 
16 

13. Sex 
2 - Female 

14. Disposition 
0 - No Injury 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
70 - No Injury 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

99-NO INJURY 

17. Respondent 

2 - Eyewitness 

18. Type of Investigation 

3-Other 

19. TimeSpent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 8 / 2 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
01 - Fire or Police Dept. 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 9 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/13/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9021 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. 

28. Source Document Number 
X0660350B 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 

/iS'f 



060614HCC3605 

The following information was obtained through a telephone interview with the 
consumer/boat operator and victim's 20 year-old brother (hereafter, "older brother"). 
Both interviewees witnessed the incident while the older brother also rode the product. 
Inquiries made to the victim and her parents have gone unretumed. Additional 
information was obtained through intemet research, discussions with related officials and 
official reports. The investigation was generated by a report submitted by local officials. 
The involved product is a circular tube kite. There was only one incident that resulted in 
medical treatment, but other riders also complained of product-related problems (e.g., 
instability ofthe product while airbome). 

The victim was one of a total of 20 individuals (12 children) participating in a weekend 
recreational activity with family members and friends. No alcohol or other illegal dmgs 
were used by any ofthe participants. The victim is a 16 year-old female who stands at 5'1 
and weighs approximately 901bs (Please note that the report from the local officials lists 
the victim's age as 14 years old, but her birth date as 05/10/1990). Although the victim is 
athletic and participates in formal swimming activities at her school, she has limited 
water-related activity experience, and has only participated in water-tubing (regular—not 
tube kiting) on several occasions. No occasion resulted in an incident or injury. No 
additional relevant information could be obtained regarding the victim's history. 

The consumer ofthe product (hereafter, "boat operator/consumer") is a 56 year-old male, 
who was also the boat operator during every occasion the product was used (rode). The 
boat operator/consumer has known the victim and her family for approximately 15 years. 
The boat operator/consumer has extensive water-related experience, which includes 
having owned several motorboats, sailboats, and having served in the U.S. Navy and as 
Merchant Marine. The boat operator/consumer also has 5 years of experience of towing 
adults and children in water-related recreational activities. The boat operator/consumer 
reported no prior incidents while he was towing any rider. 

The boat operator/consumer watched the product demonstration video on the 
manufacturer's website on May 25, 2006 and purchased the product on May 28, 2006 at a 
local retailer. The boat operator/consumer had no prior knowledge or experience with the 
product. While at the retailer, the boat operator/consumer watched the product 
demonstration video for a second time before purchasing the product. The boat 
operator/consumer received no product-related information from the sales staff. The 
product remained in its original packaging until June 1, 2006 when the boat 
operator/consumer, victim, and others embarked on their trip. Upon opening the product, 
the boat operator/consumer observed the tube kite, a three-segmented tow rope, the 
instmctional video, and an owner's manual. The boat operator/consumer did not read the 
owner's manual, but instead relied heavily on the previously viewed instmctional video 
for guidance and information on the product. The older brother also watched the 
instmctional video on the manufacturer's website approximately one month prior to the 
incident. It is not known if any other participant watched the instmctional video or read 
the owner's manual. 

The boat used to tow the riders was a 1991, 20-foot, 200 horsepower motorboat. The boat 
operator/consumer reported no recent mechanical problems with the boat, though 
subsequent to the incident, the victim's brother incurred problems with the throttle. No 

/7S^ 



060614HCC3605 

prior agreement was made among the participants regarding how the rider ofthe product 
would communicate with anyone on the boat and no one person was specifically 
designated as "spotter". Only one individual rode the product per occasion. All rides 
occurred on either June 2"̂  or 3''' of 2006. 

The boat operator/consumer and the victim's 54 year-old father inflated the product on 
June 1, 2006. However, after a few attempts to ride the product by the victim's older 
brother, it was concluded that the product was not properly inflated, which was 
preventing the rider in attaining elevation.No incidents were reported. The boat 
operator/consumer leamed that the product retained a second center compartment and a 
second fill valve that also required inflation. The boat operator/consumer drained the 
water that filled the compartment during the first riding attempts and inflated the center 
compartment. It is unknown how much water that inadvertently filled the inner 
compartment. On each occasion, the boat operator/consumer inflated the product 
according to the instmctional video's guidelines that stated to fill the product until "firm". 
The boat operator/consumer tethered the tow rope to the motorboat and the product, and 
reported no difficulty. The boat operator/consumer utilized the tow rope at its maximum 
length (65 feet) for all riders. 

The first individual to ride the product was the victim's 20 year-old brother (hereafter, 
"older brother"). The older brother is reportedly in excellent shape and stands at 5'7 and 
weighs approximately 1601bs. The older brother has 3-4 years of water recreational 
experience that includes wakeboarding and jet skiing, and reported that he has not been 
involved in any water-related incidents resulting in injury. This was the older brother's 
first experience with the product. The older brother rode the product for approximately 
twenty minutes, which includes before and after the product was inflated for the second 
time. The older brother was able to lift the product out ofthe water and maintain an 
elevation of 4 feet for approximately 10 seconds. The boat was reportedly traveling 
between 30-40mph. Although the older brother did not report any incident where he fell 
from the product, he did report having great difficulty in lifting the product out ofthe 
water and maintaining control ofthe product once he attained elevation. The older 
brother reported that the product, once airbome, would oscillate and become unstable. 
The older brother attempted to shift his weight while in the product and airbome to 
compensate for the oscillation, but reported it was quite difficult to keep the product 
stable. The older brother also stated that he could not communicate with anyone on the 
boat once he and the product became airborne as he could not see over the front ofthe 
product and the double-paned window (plastic) near the front ofthe product did not 
provide a clear view (e.g., became fogged). 

The second individual to ride the product was the victim's 16 year-old brother (hereafter, 
"brother"). The brother stands at 5'7 and weighs 1301bs, and is reportedly also in 
excellent shape. No additional information regarding the brother's history or product-
related experience could be obtained. Although the brother did not fall off the product or 
sustain any injury while riding the product, he did lament to the others that the product 
was difficult to lift out ofthe water and control once airbome. It is unknown how long the 
brother rode the product or if he attained elevation or the exact altitude. The boat 
operator/consumer reported that the boat was traveling approximately 30mph during the 
brother's ride. 
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The last person to ride the product was the victim. The incident occurred on June 3, 2006 
at approximately 1:30pm. The weather was reported as pleasant and the wind was listed 
as light (0-6 mph) and the water condition was reported calm (waves < 6in.). Vessel 
traffic in the area was light. This was the victim's first experience with the product, and 
with the entire riding experience lasting 3-4 minutes. Again, no specific individual was 
designated as "spotter" while everyone attempted to observe the victim during her ride. 
On 4-5 occasions before the incident, the victim was unsuccessful in her attempts to lift 
the product out ofthe water and attain elevation. On the victim's last attempt to lift the 
product out ofthe water and attain elevation, she was able to maintain an elevation of 
approximately 5 feet for a few seconds before the product continued to rise 
approximately 30 feet above the water. The victim's older brother reported that he could 
not see the victim at anytime while she was airbome, and thus it was not possible to 
communicate. 

Almost immediately after reaching the peak elevation of 30 feet, the product began to 
oscillate and the observers on the boat told the boat operator/consumer to slow down. The 
boat operator/consumer immediately "cut the power" to the boat when he observed the 
product oscillating and approximately 30 feet in the air (the boat operator/consumer 
leamed from towing the victim's two brothers that once the product begins to oscillate, 
the boat needs to immediately slow down to assist the rider in controlling the product). 
The boat operator/consumer estimated that the product oscillated for approximately 20 
seconds before the product began to "nosedive" towards the water. While descending the 
product continued to oscillate and became even more unstable and began to lean to the 
left, and subsequently became inverted and ejected the victim from the product while at 
15-20 feet above the water. The boat operator/consumer reported that once the product 
began to nosedive, it (and the victim) seemed to accelerate, and it took approximately a 
total of 2-3 seconds for the victim to become ejected from the product and land in the 
water. 

The victim fell into the water at an awkward position with her feet above her head. The 
victim's right shoulder/side landed first into the water and she was at approximately a 30 
degree angle with the water's plane. The boat operator/consumer immediately tumed the 
boat around and the victim's family members assisted the victim back into the boat. The 
victim was crying incessantly but was able to move all extremities. The party retumed to 
the houseboat, and when the victim began to complain of numbness in her face/cheek and 
legs, the boat operator/consumer radioed for medical assistance. 

When the local officials arrived at the houseboat to provide medical assistance, the victim 
was situated in a home-made C-collar and was complaining of back pain and shortness of 
breath. The victim reported to the local officials that she did not recall landing in the 
water (i.e., incident) and may have lost consciousness. An orthopedic surgeon was 
located nearby and overheard the radio call for assistance and also arrived on the scene. 
The surgeon evaluated the victim and did not observe any signs of motor functioning 
impairment, but did feel in-line point tendemess at the victim's C-6 vertebrae and 
suggested that the victim receive further medical treatment. The local officials agreed 
with the surgeon's recommendations, and the victim was transported by air ambulance to 
a local hospital to receive further treatment.. Further evaluations revealed that the victim 
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did not sustain any specific injury and was given two 500mg of pain reliever and released 
to her parents' custody. The victim and others retumed to their vacationing activities 
without incident. The victim has also retumed to her normal routine of physical activities 
(e.g., swimming) and has not reported any further complications stemming from the 
incident. 

The product did not sustain any damage, and once the boat operator/consumer retumed to 
the houseboat, he immediately deflated the product after deciding that no one would ride 
the product after the victim's incident. On June 7, 2006 the boat operator/consumer 
retumed the product to the retailer requesting, and was granted, a full refund. The boat 
operator/consumer stated that he believes the product is unsafe for both adults and 
children, particularly since the boat has to travel over 30mph in order for the product's 
rider, be it adult or child, to attain elevation. The boat operator/consumer stated that at 
that speed, the product easily becomes unstable once airbome. Relatedly, the boat 
operator/consumer feels that the product's instmction to maintain the boat's speed below 
20mph is in contrast with attaining elevation (i.e., the boat must go faster than 20mph for 
the rider to attain elevation). 

Intemet research revealed correspondence among consumers and operators ofthe product 
on various websites. A June 21, 2006 response (i.e., blog) was written (i.e., posted) to 
concemed consumers ofthe product by a manufacturer's spokesperson (Exhibit I), which 
stated that the manufacturer "follows the guidelines set forth by the Water Sports 
Industry Association" (paragraph 7 of Exhibit 1). A phone call was placed to the 
executive director ofthe Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) regarding any 
possible promulgation of standards or endorsement ofthe product. The director stated 
that while the WSIA wamings are intended as guidance for manufacturers of water-
related products, the product manufacturer made no prior attempts to seek confirmation 
with WSIA regarding the product or any tow rope standards. The director stated that 
regarding tube kites, the WSIA has never "crafted any language" as related to tube kites 
or endorsed the product in an^'way. Furthermore, the director stated that the tube rope 
standards and wamings promulgated by WSIA are not intended for tube kites tow ropes 
as pertinent factors, such as tensile strength and capacity may differ between regular 
(inner) tubes and tube kites. The tube and tow rope wamings and standards promulgated 
by WSIA have been attached as a reference (Exhibits F & G). No attempt was made to 
contact the spokesperson for the manufacturer regarding the aforementioned statement as 
to WSIA guidelines. 

On June 15, 2006, and after responding to numerous incidents involving serious injuries, 
the local officials ofthe recreational area implemented a ban all on tube kiting. This 
restriction was generated from the numerous incidents occurring in the recreational area 
and subsequent interviews with related parties and various agencies (see Exhibit H for 
restriction proposal and related correspondence). The law enforcement specialist also 
stated that the park rangers have generated approximately 10 additional reports regarding 
contact with individuals subsequently preparing to participate in tube kiting. All 
individuals were alerted to the newly imposed ban, and no additional reports of injuries 
were noted. In addition, after watching the product's instmctional video (DVD) on 
numerous occasions, the law enforcement specialist at the recreational park/area 
determined that the video narrator discloses that the boat operator (and rider) should go 
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only between 10-20mph, but the video consistently shows boat operators going between 
30-40mph, enabling the rider to obtain flight. 

On June 16, 2006, a local retailer stocking an exemplar product was visited. Exemplar 
photographs ofthe packaging were taken and are included as Exhibit A. 

Product Identification: 

The product is a Wego kite tube'^'^, and is a 120inch (10 foot) inflatable, circular tube 
kite that is designed for a single rider, and to be towed behind a boat via tow rope and 
achieve flight when a certain boat speed is attained. The model number for the product as 
listed on the manufacturer's website and exemplar packaging is: 53-5000. The product 
indicates that a patent is pending and that it is made in China. The manufacturer is: 

SportsStuff, Inc. 
11213 E. Circle, Suite A 
Omaha, NE 68137 
(402) 592-9085—P 
(402) 592-1354—F 
www.sportsstuff.com 

The suggested retail price as listed on the manufacturer's website is $599.95; however, 
the price paid by the consumer was $499.00. The product is largely yellow in color with 
wide black diagonal accent striping and a sectional red border with various product 
labeling and identification, which includes various skull graphics. The product maintains 
an "840D" nylon covering and panoramic, see-through double plastic windows that are 
located near the front ofthe product. Near the rear ofthe product is a parallel slotting 
system cockpit for the rider. A handle system is located undemeath the nylon covering 
and is accessible via eight different circular slots that offer the rider eight different "non-
slip" handle positions. The product is also equipped with a three-segmented tow rope that 
is adjustable to lengths of 45, 55, and 65 feet. The front ofthe product maintains a 
molded, aluminum connector for attachment to the tow rope. 

The product was purchased at: 
Bass Pro Shops 
Outdoor World 
7970 East 49'̂  Ave. 
Denver, CO 80238 
(720)385-3600 

Various wamings are located on the product's packaging (exemplar), and include a 
lengthy "Release of Liability" waming (Exhibit A, photo 8), which iterates that by 
assembling and inflating the product the consumer has implicitly agreed to have read and 
understands the owner's manual and releases the manufacturer of any responsibility as 
related to damage, loss, or injury. The exemplar packaging also retains wamings 
disclosing that the product is "Not A Lifesaving Device"... "Never Leave Children 
Unattended"... "Use Only Under Competent Supervision" (Exhibit A, photo 7). 
Although the website shows the product with the waming, "NEVER KITE HIGHER 
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THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL" (Exhibit J), the exemplar packaging does not 
reveal such a waming on the product. However, the exemplar packaging also reads that 
"Designs Featured In Photography Subject To Variations" (Exhibit A, photo 7). Although 
two additional waming can be observed on either side ofthe product's parallel slotting 
system, neither one is legible as observed as a photograph on the exemplar packaging or 
website. A photograph ofthe incident product (Exhibit C, page 3) reveals the wording 
along the outer perimeter ofthe product, "U-CONTROL: RIDER SPEED HEIGHT 
SAFETY". Clearer photographs were requested from the relevant officials, but not have 
been received as of yet. 

Other relevant wording found on the exemplar packaging (Exhibit A, photo 10) includes, 
"Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird! Experience the 
thrill of flight as you rise above the water reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing 
but adrenaline in your wake!" (Emphasis added). Instructional wording observed on the 
exemplar unit (Exhibit A, photo 12) includes, "Beginners will benefit greatly by 
following the directions explained in the included instmctional DVD and owner's 
manual.. .With a good amount of practice, you'll be able to hover slightly above the 
water's surface for minutes at a time!" (Emphasis added). 

No incident or exemplar sample was collected. 
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Exhibits: 

A. CPSC Photographs of Exemplar Packaging (10 pages) 
I. Front view of exemplar product packaging 

, 2. Manufacturer contact information—as viewed on top of exemplar 
packaging 

3. Exemplar product's model number and UPC 
4. UPC and retailer price of exemplar product 
5. Top view of exemplar product packaging 
6. Product's features—as listed on exemplar producf s top (packaging) 
7. Guarantee and waming of top of exemplar product's packaging 
8. Waming label on exemplar product's top (packaging) 
9. Product infonnation—labeling on firont of exemplar product 
10. Wording on front of packaging of exemplar product 
II. Bottom view of packaging on exemplar product 
12. Riding instmctions on exemplar product (packaging—bottom) 
13. Side view of exemplar product 
14. Producf s features—as listed on exemplar producf s packaging (side) 

B. Notice of Inspection to Retailer (1 page) 
C. Local Official Incident Report (11 pages) 
D. Owner's Manual for Product (11 pages) 
E. Owner's Manual for Tow Rope (7 pages) 
F. Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) waming manual (13 pages) 
G. Photos of WSIA waming labels—tow ropes and tubes (1 page) 
H. Local Recreational Officials Final Draft Regarding Product Ban and Related 

Correspondence (70 pages) 
I. Intemet Written Response (i.e., "blog") by Manufacturer Spokesman (1 page) 
J. Photo of Product as Seen on Manufacturer's Website—July 5, 2006 (1 page) 
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U.S. C0NSUM6fl PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

NOTJCE OF INSPECTION 
1. DATE. 

mloG 
2. TIMI 

_A.M. J2_..i M. 

3. FROM (Area Offiea and Addren) uvn \Mrsa wTTica ana MoorBsi t \ 

Cfsc- CFi'A) cA 

A. NAMS AND TITLE OF/fNDIVtDUAL 

\ 7 < ^ (K - ^ tiA^\/S 
TA 

4 ̂r i :S , t\CA. ^ ffl f ^ i ^ 

^ B. FIRM NAME / 

4. TO 
\\o.{W •Lt^oAX 

C. NUMBER AND STREET ADDRESS 

363 î Mh r̂coicLro f 12'SS' 
D. CrfY, STATE ANO ZIP CODE 

OAiAci, cA A^ko/o 
Notice of Inspection is hereby given pursuant to: 

• Flammable Fabrics Act (15 U.S.C. 1191 etseq.); 

• Federal Trade Conunission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.); 

• Sections 16, 19 ahd 27 of the Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2065,2068 and 2076) 

• Section 704(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 374(a)) [Authority for inspections 
in connection with the Potsoti Prevention Packaging Act of 1970 (15 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.)] and/or 

• Section 11(b) of the Federal Hazardous Substances Act as Amended (15 U.S.C. 1270(b)). 

Refer to the back of this form for a discussion of inspectional authority and for pertinent statutory language. 

g. PURPOSES OF INSPECTION ANO NATURE OF INFORMATION TO 8E OBTAINED AND/OR COPIED. 

The purpose of this inspection is to obtain information; to review and obtain copies of items including but not 
limited to records, reports, books, documents; and labeling; and to obtain samples, in order to enforce or de­
termine compliance with the Acts administered by the Consumer Product Safety Commission. 

6, FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REOUIREMENTS 

Those from whom information is requested should state whether any of the information subrnitted is believed 
to contain or relate to a trade secret or other matter which should be considered by the Commission to be 
confidential and whether any of the information is believed to be entitled to exemption from disclosure by the i / / -7 
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IS. lP*Q0a<7 NAflRATlvE; 

laciiesil Ssnngisr^ : On .Saturday Jut2c 3,2(KJ6 at 1332 hour^ i vi-da aiivist̂ d oo isn injared f&is^e ia the 
isrcii of Iceberg Canyon. Glen Caayon dispat4> center was CDiiftcd 0I a tubiag accident via marina band 
radio wuh itie reponiug party rfiiiuesimg medical assistance. Ranger Scon Sample and 1 respontled 10 the 
area in NFS patrol vessel 256. A-S Ranger Sample and I arrived co ih£ atea of buoy 79 wc were dittctetf 10 
a hovselJoat besehijd ors che wcslcm shore uf Hiv simn channel. The patient, Jtivoails i, was amiapted 
iimde Ihe tiduseboat. Juvenile 1 wi3S stattuS, up-iigui on a couch, with a tome'Biade C-<»!lar applied, 
Juveni Je 1 appears d So be bl d Lsiress and wa.s complsuning of bat^ pain and slteitassii of breath. 

I 
! 

1 was cflntacied by Dr. Copland an onfcopedic Swrgean with a practise: in Grand Junwjion, CO. Dr. 
Copfaad w<3£ unK^snciaisd wills ib£ pans' ^<] had heaxU aver marine band radio a call &r help. Pr-
Copland had stated thut baseil on his preJiojinary cxam he did sot observe; any signs of motor funcUoa 
iiEnpairroent m neuroIo^caJ deficiL He did, bowever-state that be fell uj'Jinc point lenderness at the C-6 
vertebra upon pslpatfon uf Juvenijc 1. BT. Copland was requesting furiher TOcdical trcHtnient wilh 
Juvenite 1 evacuated by helicopl^ to Si. Mary's bo&piiat in Grand Junction, CO. Based npo A my 
adldUiooai ^mnii^ation of the paileol and ths; traumafic nature of the accidi^nt, La^eed with Or Cvpland^s 
isajanneudaiicus. Cla^ic lifeguard helico|Jl#r kndc4 4t A high point gijjaceat to tite houseboats several 
yards away and ihc paiiem was tran%oTts4 to fhe faellcopier. 

Qu Snwiay, Jane 4,2C»61 eoittaorf TisW MarAaatj^is «*P pfco» al Si- Maiy's hia^lwl- T. Maistea . 
stated lltaE ills daii^tar baJ suffsred no mc^ca! inj in|es m a fesult ef the *'i;te-tuutng" accident. T. 
Mifctam stated ih&i slie only bad a mt& neek. Tlie faaaly was rcwfuiag to Gten Csoiyea tSat day m 
ooniiraie theii vacation. i 
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U?<1TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE fNTERfOB fOf^ i ( ^ ^ -
NATlONAli PARK SERVICE vgHSiQN oa.oi.oo 

SUPPLEMENTAL INCIDENT RECORD Gi£N CA!WD« NRA 
Qaag ff: I (M-1365 

SSlSOlnier^ellDr. ^ 
HoBSRja.'TXTTei* I 

^%£^deitt Sttmsinrjr: l>[iririg otir iqitict) uintact with L. Ma r̂chunt, ] ,mkcdi the parties 
involved how the accident occuntd. Steve Yodsr, the owncr/apcraiar, was driving his 
vessel, a 20 tl. Four "Winns towjng L. Marcbant cn u 'kite-tube;" ia the sfea of buoy 79 at 
the tnoutb of Iceberg Canjon, Yodw estiniated his vcRsePs î peed wbils lowing L. 
Mjjrchani was between 20 to 26 mph. Witnesses co ihc ve«el staled llr<il Ihey sa^esusi 
to L, Maichani to iidjust her position OH ibii kite-wbe, by moving up a position on the 
kite-tube's foot pegSj in order to assist the ilube in lining off ihc water and iaio iht aif. 
This is the desired function of the titbr. t^ Marchaui wisjgks an csitmated SO lbs. 
Wi{ne5.sc5 stated thai after JL. Manchant m-Ais the adjustment oa itic tube, shs was 
propelled into ilie air iSn esutnatcd JS to .101'l. From tbis height she lost control of thi 
kite-tube, ibe tube flipped 180" as it **coiik-3crewed" fo the vkfater. L. Manj^tsat landed on 
ber back as ibe tube stniek ihc water. YodeV statetJ thai lue anild ayoi sjow the vesseVs 
speed to preveni Jbis accident. Yoder, the owner ofthe kiie-tt;be is reiuniiiig the lube to 
the merchaai who sold it. See attached -î ssel uccidenr report by Utsh Sisie Parki Ranger 
JaredJories. 

On SÊ n© iistiBini care: Sangsr Sample and f competed f̂  Maicbani inside ibc houseboat 
bs&cbed on ifee westerti shure in the area of buoy 79 in the fnain chiunie!, L. Marebani was 
seated up-right on -a couch. A hoaiemade C-coUiix had been placed amobd her neck, 
preveniicg her frrsm moving her head. Dr. Copland was altcndJtig to her as *e anived. 

Dr. Copland Slated ihat based on bis prelimiijary exam he did nol observe any si^** of 
motor funtiion ioipaiiment or ueuittlogicaj dcfidi. He did, however, stale that he felt ij>-
line poim tenderness al the C-6 vertebra upon palp^tioit of h. Marcbant's bsck. Dr. 
Coplsmd was requesting furlher msdical ircalaicni wiih L, Matcbant evacuated by 
beisoptcf to SJ. Mary's Hospital in Griand Junctiaa. CO. 

Ranker Sample and I, wiih the assistance of Dr. Copland, placed L- Marchani onto a 
back-boajrd and immobilized bcf. We reioDved ths bomsmade C-collgr, replacing ii with 
%Q iidjtisiHble »iUa7 fmm our medicui kit. Upon our examinaiion, L. Miutrhanr slated that 
she could not ttmenibet hitting the water oa Uic kire-iube. V m sug^stcd to me ihat L-
Marchant lost ainscienccs, jf only for a brief rime. ITii!. iiinbsr indicated lo me ibat 
additional roedicd (reatment weis needed. In iaddiijon, head, nec6, <ind hnick̂  pain were 
noted upon palpation of these ureas. I- Merchant stated ibut bcr pain iQle^anee level wsa u 
7 oul ofa pos-siblc 10. She was ei-so complaimng of shortness of breath. L, Merchant was 
placed on 6 ml. of 10U5P oxygen vi«i a nasal iwinula. Set: attached patient care r&cotd. 
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iatabase iwiansgement 

Vstem 
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y teh ttv^w of Pan® ̂  ^gg@g^j^ 

! 

Case #: 200600428 incideni: ADBdeni UUilMCass#' Wae*-Off ^ , k 
^votvement: Boat Ineideni TvPe: ^CHSir- Waee.Offgsfk 

? S r 5 i S r = B ? ^ ^ ^ ^ ° f Tlmenaia ReportDat^.S/S/SO^ county; KANE Heamal ctty/i©wn: SuHfroQ 

Waathsr: Vi^lliilitf: 
mhtrAgerieylftV8lv^?yes« 'Sutn,tta>pyafr.ptjn «A8tiicy:NPS * C I M 

Spicrpsia: 0^231430 

Vessel accident wrth in|ufy 10 fsmala bsina towed on Kfte Tube 

N?sTTr; ^ ^ n ^ ^ ' ^ ' ' " ' ^ ^ ^^°° ^ ° " ^ '̂ '̂  e/3/061 nSSi a meaicaj call on tha 
a v l ^ ' S l S L T S T S IT^^^ ̂ ' '^ ^ ^ * ^ Nurea while n d ^ S S ^ 

fte hmm and other wltfiesses wno were alsci on the^ssef " 

Apparently lmm mm fining cw a Kiii Tiiiit. ̂ ^ m Wm vms&i a»i m^ t,-^ ^^^ 
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to 3D faet according to dilfefem wifnekses). The tude then tjecams unstable ana 
oscillated back toward The water at ajtigh velocdy. laura Tell and strucH her bacK 
on the wsmr. She was helped t^d i i i ^ tha iKiat and lakqn back la their neartjy 
houssDom where they called tor help. NPS Rangers Matt Stark and Scott 
SampJa treated her untif Qssste Heiicopster arrived snd flew her otat. 

There hava baen ssvaral simiiar apcfderris with this tpe of Mm m lake FoweH 
this year ffisulting in serious injury. Pictures est me tute ̂ td tf© vessel towig it 
are available upon reques!. 

AsssciStSd Report: 

liiiiaiJj 
Tfps: Operator/Ownar %&i:U t a i l Kaisie: Ytsdei RmtHaisie; Smve 

MMi@ fnitfai: B ^ ! 
008:1/22/1960 Age: SB DLsr ©ther #: 98-204-1201 SS i : 
MOm'm: T i m Omm St 
Clt^Arvada Stale: CO ZipCgfe'sooo? Wsffc^fions: Koine 
Phsne: S03-4Sfi-5747 
Iniijrvi No Injury Tr^rtnesiti Tre^ed By: 
Transpertsd: Aleohol and/w Oriigs: f lMiite.-
Efiisrcfsmem ACKan: None •»S«Hte )̂/Rul«c«|: 
Veilicte/Baaf Olsposii^n; *i^r ̂ wefeboa? /fumt̂ amJ if«te« topou/icfafif m oamiftw 

LOO Eiridsnfi® Sfii2®ii? *tJsffmts&sini 

Op^ff i i^ StatMs: Alive R^fsrl e t g ^ : O&mplQie @U}Arraiit?-. N «cit 
Otter eaatins&t^ttfipet , 

pTBuarf tnfury: Sec©nfil8?y Injurf: 
VietlmWas: T©«le®logylie|iarte«c«lvttff N QQUmeprntt 

D&aih Caused mr- VleHni Aelli^ir- WeHm Oisappeared? bl 
Pli^ieal coprtlliom Swiflisnlns « i l l i ^? N Tw»otl»R35 infiatsMgf 

f fp t : . Iriiyred :F l.aitNa.i!i©il?amh«t First i a » i :Laim M i « » 

£ #;8SS980982B -»UWS 3PPf4 1.»'M : 8t:ei: : 9 -9 -P - ¥ ^ WUW3 um-m aas 
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Iniiidh 1 
OOB! 5/10/1 Sa2 l^@:14 PL.0rclh@r#:QQOQOQQOO SS#i 
ilddr»as; SSiS Ginger Rd i 
City: Houston Sl8t©:TX Sf l Codp 77084 WoilcPtlo«»: Home 
PHont: 281-4^1-4917 } 
Injury: Possible Injuiy Triatonont: femefgency room Tr t i l td Bsp; 
Tmnspsi^d: Airvac Alcatel and/fr Prtig^.' ''Rssylts: 
Enlofmmsnt fiamm None «Coik!{s)/Flul8p): 
Vshlcte/Boal Piafmsllion: %m w^Jc^oar fjwwoer a«ri wtt̂ rv Itn^umiefi m rmfitams 
FroK^^ pamiaga (estimalttli SO.OO 1 Evidence Smlm^l *ust ttmaŝ  m rmratsva 
moMim. "^t^f^i.tt^/Kf^ms^yiff:, 

Opdfstor S^Mtis: Alive Report Stdlus: Complele BUI Arr®s«?: N 
Oilier Soating CRa^ons: } 
Frop»iier f nfur^? N injury Caused By: 
Prlroaiy Ifi|ury: Back Injury Swonbary Injurf: 
Victim Wa®i To^tiJaiiify Re{3Qft Mscslvsd? M OSH Repdft 
fteeepr^? ^ 

#of 

Pean € m i i i ^ Sy: Vicim itot{vi#i ¥ l ^ m Plsaî fapifftfS? N 
Ph^&ai C^mdltiom SwIifiitiingJIiili^tN TfptefPFP: I 

i|iffiTaTi^Vit||.m-i[.i«.i(|w^^ II • iiiiMm,miimmu..^.»mmmilMm*imim)Mimimi.mMi:i,idsmmmm 

itifla%ilii@? 

• I 
TOTwsWItnssS' S»:;F iasl-Manmt^hito WmmUmftmiMm'i MWdts 
IflttlsIsH - i 
PH&sWtQ/ISM ^ 6 : 2 0 DLordlli@r#:0!K}Q4iQQO0 iS# : 
(Address: 443i Reid Meadow | 
erty; ICaty Stele: TK ap Cod®: 77449 W«fli PhonfflB Homg 
Pnow: 2S1-8S5-g647 \ 
injury: No Infury Tf©a»ieni: Treated Br-
Transpsrtsd: ^cdhal and/nr Pryga: ^Besults: 
Enfomement Aetiofi; None ^̂ CkHlsCsl/Rulals}; 
VeWele/ftaat Piposllien: "iMf reft'c^oat nt̂ rrosr smt mrmrs mmitieiefi in mirs^s 
PmmtttM Pamass (e^iniala): $Q.W gvjdefiee Satemi? .%»r i ^ j ^ in narabi/e 

IOperatdrStatus: fS®pNBrl@Situ@: Mf3tBet^ired eUlJ^r^sr?:IM #of 
CII1i@r B&mitm €^t^lQi^' I 
Prwp«J!sr in|iiry? N tejury Castsidi %: 
Prifliiry Injury: S@e@ntiir̂  Inpry; 1 

I Victim Was: Toslpsloi^ Rapor! Bebalwd? N PQH flspoft 
Iliacelwd^N i 
Pealli Canasd By: Vtetirn Activity; \ Victim PiisppearsNl? N 

I Phyafcal Candltlan: Swlisimlnf ^ | l ! ty?N T y ^ o f P f P : iniitaWa? 

8 j!,:egS9S098S-© ^ I M I ^ Jiay l-WW : l 6 | : f l • i - i - i - «!N m M ! ^ .N13T3:Ag IMiS 
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fnqi¥MMl #4 

T p » ; Witness Mms-M Last Marria: H ârshant Fint'liainr.03vln' Wdiia 
Ifiitiai: J I 
008:10/7/1915 %a:20 PL Or olhir #T QQOOOQODO SSt i 
Alldress: P.O. iax 3315 I 
City: West Palm State: NY 3Sp Cai^: i i : ^7 Wsffe Pheita: «cnii: 
Phomz 281'734-52g5 | 
Injury: ND tnjyry Treatmanl: Treated gy: 
Jmrmpmi»iir Alcohol arwltor Oruia: «ne§ii|ts: 
Eflforccfiiant Action: Nona Hkm^MMulHMJ: 
Vthlele/Biiat PtSfmsitlQn: "L̂ st vetth^mmt mmtm amr mtms mpomaê  m nairsms 
Fr^Mrty Pamtia CagHmafal: $0.00 i Evidence Ssizaii? 'Ust t^m^ m nmissm 
M^AM^iSASSA^pMf^PAAAAl7^tAMBS7i 
Pp^ralsrStsbis: eapsrt Status: ifsiot REqured BUI Arrest?: N § m 
0%@r @i!i@lfr̂  @ibsil!on@: | 
Premier l i i |ur^ N injtiiy C^us^d Sy: 
"Primary Injury: Ssoandary Injury; 
Vfetim W ^ : To8ico!oi^ Report Hmmvm^f H PON Rspsrt 
Radalvailf N | 
PestH Caused Up VIellm Activity: VIelirri DlsaispMrsil?- Pt| 
WUfslmi Cftwditien: Swiiiimln@ ^ t % ? N Type af PFD; {nBatablif 

M&!asJfS!rs'iSi.̂ .alife H'̂ r.-'lt.VjJFAr't''.'. .v,..-;V'--„"'"*. „ .n-".-'. \! 
U5PIS Caia f; 2QQ6UTCK301 Air Tamparaiurefsat,}; 9a Water 
f eRilJeratoriCiat): 72 ', 
Wa^r Oanditlon: Calm (waves < e in.| Wind ponfiilwrt: Light (0-8 mphj 
Ty|»OIAteld«ftt:Sinliing, . *Clth^. 
Wimmvm^tfm^mv^mt^Q^sr' . ,i ^Olhef: Fault of equipmfsnt-t 
Maehlneif Falluri-: ' i^uipnant Faliim: 
AcetMH PeserlpMm: Hit and ^ m ^ N 
iTO^f^rtem Sl i t i i i : Qamptets C i i# i« las«^ Prij Operator R^ort 

fflewliiiwr- i 
Pati tnvi.9ttg«iloti Comp!t^Nd; 6/&^cAfi Piti^ inwgflgiioii Ripert. 
HmMm4t i ' 

B c ^ i l 

Individyii #: i 
Minilllrg40 

Mate: Four Winns Pedel: 20a Hofizo Y#ar: 1991 
BaiHn: I 

e #;BS298099Z6 -^maas ms^ i . m • m-m = s -a -a • im mimo m n m jwas 
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.plffltwfeoeii'trttii 

Safety Ejcamlnaitton? N Currentti SxamlfiedBy: *Other 
Werm nm a^iliigylsher msmmtH I 
Operation at tlene of aseidsnf j Cruising. , 
Activity at tiros ot aeeldant: Water SKitnfl, Tuhing Spiead: 21 to 40 mph 
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Contact List: 

Gavin Marchant (victim's brother/witness) 
P.O. Box 3315 
West Point, NY 10997 
(281) 734-5265—C 
Date of Contact: July 10, 2006 

Steve Yoder (boat operator/consumer) 
7787 Orion St. 
Avarda, CO 80007 
(303) 456-5747—H 
Date of Contact: July 11, 2006 

IVlark Law, Law Enforcement Specialist 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040 
(928) 608-6252—P 
(928) 608-6259—F 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Sportsstuff, Inc. (product manufacturer—Wego) 
1-888-814-8833—P 
www. sportsstuff. com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Diversified Marine Products (product distributor) 
1-800-777-0141—P 
www.dmpiTtarine.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 (contact was made by CPSC, not respondent) 

Vina Ramus, Parts and Accessories Manager 
Marine Max (product retailer—Wego) 
1363 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510)535-6161—P 
(510)535-1787—F 
www.marinemax.com 
Date of Contact: June 16, 2006 

Larry Meddock, Executive Director 
Water Sports Industry Association 
P.O. Box 568512 
Orlando, FL 32856-8512 
(407)251-9039—W 
(407) 620-7992—C 
wsiaheadquartersi@earthlink.net 
Date of Contact: June 29, 2006 
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Tammy Wright, Law Enforcement Officer 
Utah State Parks and Recreation 
1594 W. North Temple 
Salt Lake City, UT 84114 
(801)538-7359—W 
Date of Contact: July 12, 2006 
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I.Task Number 

060706HBB1619 

3. Office Code 

810 

4. Date of Accident 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 01 

2. Investigator's ID 

9108 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 06 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 

While a 24-year-old male was tube kiting on a lake from a height of 20 to 25 feet and a boat speed of 25 to 35 m.p.h., 
the kite tube suddenly tilted sideward and fell to the water below. The victim was treated at a local hospital for a broken 
right femur and bruised ribs. The victim is expected to make a full recovery. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

10A. FirstProduct 

3279 - Flotation Devices 

8. City 

WRENTHAM 

IOB. Trade/Brand Name 

WEGO 

9. State 

MA 

10C. Model Number 

53-5000 

10D. IVIanufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSTUFF INC. 
11213 East Circle,#A 
Omaha, NE 68102 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

11B. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

l i e . Model Number 

NONE 

11D. IVIanufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
24 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

81 -UPPER LEG 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

18. Type of Investigation 

2 - Telephone 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
57 - Fracture 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 0 / 0 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes # No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/13/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
9062 

27. Distribution 
Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Kessler, Charles R; Twitchell, Jason M. 

26. Regional Office Director 
Eric B. Ault 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670072A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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The information contained within this report was obtained from the victim's sister, 
stepmother, and friend during separate telephone interviews; fi-om the local fire official 
during a telephone interview and review ofthe incident and emergency medical services 
report; and from the state environmental police official during a telephone interview. As 
instructed by the Compliance Officer, this high-priority assignment did not require an 
onsite investigation or the collection of product literature. As this investigator did not 
have the opportunity to examine the incident product, the information contained in the 
product identification section ofthis report is based upon information received from the 
above-listed respondents and/or from the manufacturer's website. 

The victim's sister, a 22-year-old female, and the victim's friend, a 24-year-old male, 
provided the majority ofthe details for this incident involving a kite tube. The 24-year-
old male victim, approximately 160-pounds in weight, was described as a normally active 
young adult with no known medical or psychological abnormalities. The victim lived 
with his parents on a small lake where the incident occurred. The victim's father owned a 
340-horsepower inboard-motor power boat which was docked at this same address. 
Although the victim had limited previous experience with the incident product, the 
victim's friend stated that the victim, who had lived on the lake his entire life, was 
considered to be an expert-level water skier, a near expert wake boarder, and experienced 
with water tubing activites. He fiirther explained that the victim and his friends, described 
as experienced with various water sports, were always seeking to try new watercraft 
devices. 

On June 30, 2006, the victim received the recently purchased kite tube via the mail. Upon 
opening the product packaging and reading the instructions, the victim and two friends 
decided to try the product on the lake. According to the victim's sister and friend, there 
were wamings on the product and/or product literature that mentioned you would be safe 
as long as you kept the speed below 25 m.p.h. She stated that the victim had read the 
wamings and had the impression that the product would be safe to operate. The product 
was sold with an adjustable tow rope. According to the victim's friend, the tow rope was 
adjusted by the victim to the expert-level length of 65 feet. Each ofthe three participants 
took a brief ride on the incident kite tube. The average boat speed was estimated to be 25 
m.p.h and the average height ofthe rider did not exceed 10 feet. The friend stated that 
although the victim's ride was without incident, he (the friend) suffered a minor shoulder 
strain from his ride and that the other rider suffered a bloody nose. Neither injury 
required medical treatment. 

On July 1, 2006, the following day, the victim took his father's boat out on the lake with 
three different male friends, ages 21, 22, and 23. The 21-year-old male was the driver of 
the boat at the time ofthe incident while the other two friends were spotters. The driver 
reportedly had more than 500 hours experience operating power boats. The tow rope 
length was maintained at 65 feet. The victim was wearing a bathing suit and life vest. 
According to the historical weather data website, www.weatheainderground.com, the 
weather conditions for the local area at the approximate time ofthe incident were as 
follows: 82° F temperature, 44% humidity, 15 m.p.h. wind speed, 20 m.p.h. wind gusts, 
and clear. 
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The victim entered the water to prepare for his ride at approximately 1 p.m. The 24-year-
old friend, who was not present, stated that the friends present on the boat and witnesses 
on the lake have described the following details to him. During the victim's ride, the boat 
speed was reported as averaging between 25 m.p.h and 35 m.p.h. He apparently had no 
problems becoining airbome and maintained a height of about 12 feet for approximately 
one minute. As the boat accelerated, he then reportedly increased an additional 10 feet to 
a total height of between 20 and 25 feet. 

Almost immediately after reaching a height of between 20 and 25 feet, the incident kite 
tube suddenly tilted sideward with the victim holding on to it, and fell to the water below. 

Upon impact, the victim reportedly bounced a considerable distance away from the tube. 
The boat immediately circled around to the victim. Upon approach, he appeared 
unresponsive and they thought that he was either in shock or unconscious. Two of his 
friends (the spotters) entered the water to rescue him. They reported that the victim 
started to yell and scream. Concemed that he may have suffered a head or spinal injury, 
they laid him on the swim platform located on the stem of the boat, called 911 with a cell 
phone, and transported him to shore. When they got to shore in about five minutes, the 
ambulance was there. The victim was reportedly in extreme pain. The local EMS 
technicians took some time to stabilize him and put his leg in traction before transporting 
him by ambulance to a local hospital. 

The victim suffered a broken femur in his right leg and bmised ribs. There was no head 
or spinal injury. The victim was treated in intensive care unit due to complications 
involving bone marrow leaking into the blood which resulted in respiratory difficulties 
and delay of surgery. 

On July 10, 2006, successfiil surgery was performed on the victim's right leg. The 
victim's stepmother stated that the victim's recovery was progressing well. 

The state's department of environmental police responded to the scene and conducted an 
investigation. A copy of their investigative report was requested. The local emergency 
medical services report was obtained and a copy ofthe victim's medical records was 
requested from the family. When or if these records are received, a separate addendum 
will be submitted. 

PRODUCT INFORMATION 

The product was a tube kite. The Wego-brand inflatable tube kite, model 53-5000 was 
approximately 10-foot in diameter, circular in shape, and red, yellow, and black in color. 
The saucer-type tube was composed of mostly heavy-duty nylon materials and included 8 
handles. The product contained black cautionary waming stripes on the floor and black 
skull and crossbones on the bottom. The product was purchased, online, by the victim 
and received via the mail on June 30, 2006. The purchase cost was approximately $500. 
The product was sold with a tow rope component. The adjustable tow rope was 
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segmented into three different lengths; 45 foot for beginner level; 55 feet for intermediate 
level; and 65 feet for expert level. 

The product was manufactured by: 

Sportstuff Inc. 
11213 East Circle, #A 
Omaha, NE 68102 
Tel 402-592-9085 

PRODUCT RECALL NOTICE 

On July 13, 2006, during this ongoing in-depth investigation, the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) announced a recall (Release #06-210) ofthe incident 
product. Upon review ofthe recall notice, the victim's sister confirmed that the product 
involved in this incident was the same as the recalled product. 

SAMPLE COLLECTION 

As per CRC instructions, there was no sample collected. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit 1: Contact List 
Exhibit 2: Local fire department response and emergency medical services report 
Exhibit 3: CPSC recall notice dated 7/13/06 
Exhibit 4: Missing document form 
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Contact List 

. \'ictim's sister 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-6-06; email exchange on 7/13/06. 

/, Victim's stepmother 
Incident location: Lake Pearl, Wrentham, MA 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-13-06. 

\', Victim's friend 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-13-06. 

Robert Morrill, Fire Chief 
Wrentham Fire Department 
99 South Street 
Wrentham, MA 02093 
Tel. 508-384-3131 
Email: rmorrill(ajftre.wrentham.ma.us 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-10; and received EMS report 7-11-06. 

Joseph Collamati, Chief of Police 
Wrentham Pohce Department 
89 South Street 
Wrentham, MA 02093 
Tel. 508-384-2121 

Telephone interview conducted on 7-10-06. 

Officer Robert Forseyth 
Massachusetts Environmental Police 
251 Causeway Street, 1^'Floor 
Boston, MA 02114 
Tel. 617-626-1650 / 800-632-8075 
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Telephone interview conducted on 7-10-06. 

Sargeant Richard Sylvia 
Massachusetts Environmental Police 
Boat & R.V. Safety Bureau 
Building 1019, Route 132, 2"'' Floor 
Hyannis, MA 02601 
Tel. 617-727-2617 

Requested investigative report by telephone on 7-12-06. 
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Wrentham Fire Department 
EMERGENCY PATIENT REPORT 

page 1 of 4 
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Tp) i&B i^iiJ C f̂ mvkf̂ eHA jê A^ Dys/^^ IH&€ MsAf iJ^^€ £ t.'C X ' /̂  i / f M 

/ ^ u fii&kA^ %i^t^.f/Jh/i T p ) ^ f h ^ JC_a 
H^3 N^A H^*°77t>l^ i«%'t? / r u v )M 

r ^ J k ' ^ P f ^ K . i ^ f ^ - ^ P r i j A ^ ( A t ) J H ^ h^f^^jA. A ^TAf t>L î a 
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1. Task Number 
060710HBB2669 

3. Office Code 

840 

4. Date of Accident 
YR IMG DAY 

2006 07 04 

2. Investigator's ID 
9044 

5. Date Initiated 
YR MO DAY 

2006 07 10 

EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION 

REPORT 

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC Unknown 

While airborne on a kite tube about 40 feet In the air, a consumer lost control when it began twisting and flipping and 
he let go and fell into the Mississippi River and he was knocked unconscious. He was wearing a life jacket. He was 
rescued and then hospitalized for one day in ICU for a brain injury that was caused by a broken blood vessel. He is 
experiencing short term memory loss and unable to work temporarily. 

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE 

8. City 

ANDALUSIA 

9. State 

IL 

10A. FirstProduct 
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa 

10B. Trade/Brand Name 
WEGO 

10C. Model Number 
53-5000 

IOD. Manufacturer Name and Address 
SPORTSSTUFF INC. 
11213 E. Circle # A 
Omaha, NE 

11 A. Second Product 

0 

118. Trade/Brand Name 

NONE 

11C. Model Number 

NONE 

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address 
NONE 

12. Age of Victim 
30 

13. Sex 
1 - Male 

14. Disposition 
4 - Hospitalized 

15. Injury Diagnosis 
52 - Concussion 

16. BodyPart(s) 
Involved 

75 - HEAD 

17. Respondent 

1 - Victim/Complainant 

18. Type of Investigation 

1 - On-Site 

19. Time Spent 
(Operational / Travel) 

1 6 / 1 

20. Attachment(s) 
9 - Multiple Attachments 

21. Case Source 
07 - Consumer Complaint 

22. Sample Collection Number 

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only) 

O Yes 9 No O Verbal 

24. Review Date 
07/13/2006 

25. Reviewed By 
8929 

26. Regional Office Director 
Frank J. Nava 

27. Distribution 
Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L. 

28. Source Document Number 
I0670062A 

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029 
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All information containeci in this report, was obtained 
through an on-site visit with the victim anci several 
witnesses, incluciing family members, who reporteci this 
incident (source document). 

In June, 2006, a consumer purchased a new water tubing 
product called a "kite tube" from an-on-line company called 
EBay (exhibit 7). He had researched the product both on­
line (exhibit 2) and in magazines, including one called 
"Wake Boarding". 

The consumer was looking for the largest model with the 
widest diameter he could find because he noted the weight 
limit for the rider was generally about 200 pounds. He 
planned to use the new kite tube with his brother. He and 
his twin brother were approaching their 31st birthday's, on 
7/9/2 006. Both men were about 6'2" tall and they each 
weighed about 200 pounds. 

They observed many places on-line that sold kite tubes. 
Prior to purchasing the kite tube, the consumer observed a 
video on-line that showed how the product was used and 
detailed several key safety rules. The consumer understood 
that it was a new sport using a newly invented product that 
was considered an extreme sport. However, he felt 
confident in the safety of the product as well as his 
ability to operate it. Both he and his brother enjoyed 
many sports over the years including snow and water skiing. 
They also had experience with ATV s and had been avid 
boaters for many years. 

The consumer purchased the kite tube on a website called 
EBay (exhibit 7) for about $389.00, plus shipping, and it 
was delivered to his home a few days later. He purchased 
the associated tow robe along with the kite tube and it 
also came with a DVD that he watched. It arrived in an 
original shipping carton and was not inflated. The 
consumer did not remember seeing the owner's manual. They 
inflated the kite tube and used it for the first time a few 
days later. 

They used the kite tube twice in the first month they had 
it. The first time they used it, the kite tube did not 
fly. They thought it was under-inflated and that may have 
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caused it to not go airborne as it was designed to do. A 
few weeks later, they took it out again. This time they 
inflated the kite tube with more air and it was used by 
younger, smaller males who were in their boating party. 

During this second use of the kite tube, it became airborne 
about 5" or more from the water, while they were operating 
the boat at about 2 5 mph. They took turns with two younger 
males using it, including a 10-year-old, and a 15-year-old 
family member. The 15-year-old male was about 5'8" tall 
and he weighed about 130 pounds. The older 30-year-old 
twin brothers observed the kids on the kite tube and 
thought that it looked fun. They planned to take the kite 
tube out in the near future again. 

On 7/4/2006, the family took the boat out for the day into 
the Mississippi River where it bordered Iowa and Illinois. 
The boat they were operating was a 19 94 model, 2 5 %" 
"Cobalt", with a 350 HP inboard/outboard motor. They were 
very familiar with it and had owned it for many years. The 
family was avid boaters and they took the boat out about 
twice a week near their home in eastern Iowa. They also 
took regular boating and fishing trips to Canada, as well 
as to other lakes in the Midwest. 

On the boat that day were the 3 0-year-old twin brothers, 
their wives, the two family's four young children and the 
family dog. They planned to use the kite tube during the 
day on the river and had inflated it as directed. The part 
of the Mississippi River (exhibit 9) they were boating in 
had had some back-water known as sloughs that were lake-
like with deep water in parts. They had boated in this 
area 100's of times. It was a busy "Holiday" on the river, 
with many people nearby including some enjoying several 
beach areas on a large nearby,island. There were at least 
8 boats in the area and many people were in or near the 
water, enjoying the hot summer day which was sunny with a 
light breeze. 

At about 12 noon, on 7/4/2006, they had been on the river 
for about 3 hours and they prepared to use the kite tube. 
The twin brother who had purchased the kite tube, climbed 
onto it, and the other twin brother operated the boat. 
Other family members watched. He was able to get the kite 
tube airborne about 10 feet above the water during the 
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about 20 minutes that he was on it. 

Later, the brothers switched places. The brother, who was 
wearing a life jacket, climbed onto the kite tube, while 
his twin brother operated the boat, and other family 
members watched. They were excited and were enjoying this 
twin brother's first attempt to fly the kite tube. 

All the family members were watching from the boat as the 
twin brother riding the kite tube became airborne. The tow 
rope was extended to the maximum amount about 6 5 feet. As 
the boat speeded up the kite tube went higher into the air. 
The maximum they operated the boat speed at was about 4 0 
mph, but they ran it mostly from 25-3 0 mph. The kite tube 
rider appeared to be having fun as it went up and down in 
the air. 

Others, nearby in boats and on the beaches were watching 
them. Someone yelled "Here he comes a g a i n " . All eyes were 
reportedly on the man riding on the kite tube. He went 
very high in the sky, higher than any other time they had 
used the kite tube. One witness described what happened 
next: 

"He was u s i n g a t ube k i t e a t abou t 25 f e e t above t h e w a t e r 
when he l o s t c o n t r o l ( t h e tube k i t e t u r n e d i n t h e a i r ) and 
l o s t g r i p . He f e l l i n t o t h e w a t e r and was knocked 
unconsc ious f o r s e v e r a l m i n u t e s . L u c k i l y , two n u r s e s were 
wa tch ing and h e l p e d (a long wi th s e v e r a l o t h e r s ) t o 
s t a b i l i z e him w h i l e we a t t e m p t e d t o c o n t a c t t he a m b u l a n c e . " 

The victim reportedly became unstable as he was up in the 
air, reportedly at heights at or exceeding 4 0 feet above 
the water. He was trying to maintain the stability of the 
kite tube, but it was moving and twisting and dipping from 
side to side. He reportedly felt like he was going to 
fall, and it got very scary for him, so he let go of the 
handles and fell into the water, which was as much as 40 
feet below him. 

When the victim hit the water, he fell feet first, but hit 
his upper chest and head at an angle to the water. He was 
knocked unconscious from the impact with the water. He was 
floating in the water because he was wearing a life jacket. 
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His twin brother, who was operating the boat at the time of 
the incident, immediately stopped the boat and then he 
jumped into the water to rescue his brother. 

The brother pulled the victim along side the boat. Soon a 
friend of the family, who was a Registered Nurse for over a 
dozen years in the medical-surgical area, also came along 
side the boat and assisted in the rescue effort. They 
found the victim was~breathing, but he remained 
unconscious. He was gurgling and had blood coming from his 
mouth. They wanted to get him into the boat in case.they 
needed to perform other emergency medical steps including 
CPR or artificial resuscitation. 

Others gathered around to assist in lifting him into the 
boat. The first responders, including another registered 
nurse came over to help, decided they needed to keep him 
rigid in case he had spinal or other neck or head injuries. 
It was a very difficult situation because the victim was 
unconscious,, but he continued breathing. 

Others in the area including several family members called 
911 on cell phones to request help. Several attempted to 
communicate with the US Coast Guard by.radio. All were 
asking for immediate medical emergency rescue of the victim 
at the location of the incident, due to the severity of his 
injuries. However, they encountered many problems 
including difficulty in identifying their exact location in 
the river, and dropped or lost cell phone calls and loss of 
radio contact. The situation was very difficult and no one 
knew if a rescue could be completed in this location. 

After about a total of 5-10 minutes, the victim became 
alert and was able to respond to his rescuers efforts to 
help him. They observed that he was awake but he wasn't 
thinking clearly. His color improved but he got a bit 
combative. They tried to hold him rigid. As he became 
more alert, he started pulling himself into the boat, and 
other assisted him into the boat. 

They took him to a nearby dock area about ŷ  mile away, 
where they found an ambulance and police waiting for them. 
The ambulance stopped a few miles away and picked up a 
paramedic. They transported the"victim about 5 miles to 
the nearest hospital and he was admitted for care in the 
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intensive care unit. They preformed many medical 
procedures including a cat-scan, chest x-ray and EKG to 
determine his condition. 

On 7/5/2006, a victim's family member reported this 
incident to CPSC on-line (source document). She reported 
that he was currently hospitalized in the intensive care 
unit due to his injuries, which included a broken blood 
vessel in his brain. This condition affected his short 
term memory. The victim was released, from the hospital on 
7/6/2 006 and was advised to stay off work. He continued to 
suffer from some memory loss and had some bruising and cuts 
and there was concern that he had swallowed some river 
water during the incident. 

On 7/6/2006, I visited the victim and his family and other 
witnesses to this incident. The nature of the interview 
process included interviews of the individuals, separately 
and together and the following additional information was 
collected. 

Also during this visit, they placed the deflated incident 
unit in the driveway, and I photographed it (exhibit 1). 
The tow rope was not photographed' because it was not 
available. They provided information about where they had 
purchased the kite tube including the reference number 
(7247541437) for their purchase through EBay, and explained 
that it came with the tow rope, training video on DVD, and 
starting leash. They identified the email address for the 
seller on EBay and noted that he was selling them, and 
currently had 12 units available for sale. 

I observed information on the incident unit at the 
manufacturers website (exhibit 2), including the 
Kite Tube Owner's Manual (exhibit 3) and Towable Owner's 
Manual (exhibit 4). I also observed a contest that they 
were announcing at this website called the "The Great Tube 
Challenge" (exhibit 5) for new designs of kite tubes. 

In addition, the victim's family reported that they had 
heard a nearby large sports and boating retailer called 
"Scheels Sports" had discontinued sales of tube kites and 
that they were advertising that they would refund any they 
had previously sold "no questions asked." I found this 
information was advertised on their website (exhibit 6) at 
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www.scheelssports.com and www.msnbc.com. 

During this visit, the victim's family members explained 
that the tow rope that came with the kite tube was 
adjustable in three lengths including 45, 55 and 65 feet 
long. They stated that they were using the rope at the 
longest length of 65 feet during the incident because they 
wanted it to fly. They explained that the other two times 
they used it at the shorter lengths, but that it did not go 
airborne very high and they were dissatisfied with the 
experience. 

The victim and his brother reported that that they felt 
they had a very strong grip while using the handles on the 
kite tube and felt comfortable with the grasp they had as 
the kite tube went airborne. The victim said he bailed out 
only when the kite tube became unstable and he thought he 
was loosing control of it. They said no one thought the 
kite tube would go so high. The victim said it took a long 
time to fall into the water from the height of about 4 0 
feet. 

During this visit, the victim's brother, who had purchased 
the kite tube, reported that it had "shot up so quickly", 
that it doubled in airborne height so incredibly fast, and 
that it looked like it was very difficult to control by his 
brother at that height. He stated that after the incident, 
they had thought about how high the kite tube must have 
gone in the incident and determined that it had to be as 
much as 4 0 feet in the air. He stated that they had never 
seen it go that high before. 

Also, during this visit, the victim's wife explained she 
did not realize the risk involved in using the kite tube 
and that it appeared to her that he had no way to control 
it while airborne. In addition, she noted it was difficult 
to see the rider when airborne and for them to see the boat 
so communication was difficult between them. They also 
noted that the window on the kite tube was very hard to see 
through and that it did not work so that the rider was left 
to look over the side to see the boat below and it was not 
normal to look down but rather up. 

They reported that they did not know what they will do with 
the incident unit or if they will notify the manufacturer 
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of this incident. They stated that they were not aware of 
the CPSC news release (reference CPSC News Release 06-202, 
dated June 30, 2006) until after this incident. They said 
that the product needs to be redesigned to make it safer 
and that it needs some way to better stabilize it when it 
is airborne. They noted that the kite tube weighs about 50 
pounds as dry weight and about 55 pounds when inflated. 
They noted that the kite tube could cause some serious 
injuries if it hit: someone when it landed. 

The victim reported that the head injury this incident 
caused him, gave him the worst headache he has ever had in 
his life and that it lasted well over 24 hours. He stated 
that he felt fortunate that this was the worst that had 
happened to him. I requested his medical records and will 
provide them as an addendum to this report (exhibit 11) 
when they are received. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

FROM VICTIM: 
• Howmanypeople were on the kite tube at the time ofthe incident? ONE 
• Did you have previous experience with similar products? NO 
• Did you have any experience with this unit? NO 
. Did this unit perform differently than the others you tried? NO EXPERIENCE 
• Did you believe you could direct / control the direction and height ofthe kite 

tube? YES 
• What happened when you became airbome? LOST CONTROL 
• How high off the surface ofthe water were you at the time that things began to go 

wrong? ABOUT 40 FEET 
• What was the maximum height achieved during the incident? ABOUT 40 FEET 
. Could you see the boat (due to the angle of the tube kite)? NOT VERY WELL 
• Did you try to signal the boat to slow down? NO 
• Did you do anything to try to lower the tube kite back down towards the water? 

HAD NO CONTROL 
• Describe specifics regarding the actual crash. LET GO AND DROPPED TO 

WATER 
• Did you notice any mechanical issues with tube kite? YES, IT WAS MOVING, 

TWISTING AND DIPPING FROM SIDE TO SIDE 
• What were you wearing (safety gear)? YES, LIFE JACKET 

FROM DRIVER AND WITNESSES: 
• Had you towed inflatable or similar products behind the boat previously? YES 
• What experience did you have with this particular product? THIRD USE 
• Who attached the tow rope/ tow hamess to the tube kite and to the boat? DRIVER 
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• Was it done based on instmctions provided? YES 
• How long was the rope (i.e., distance from where it was tied on boat to where it 

was tied to the kite tube, after tying)? SET AT MAX LENGTH OF 65 FEET 
• What was the age and condition ofthe tow rope? NEW, CAME WITH ORDER 
• What was the speed ofthe boat? ABOUT 25 MPH 
• How did you decide what speed you would travel? FROM EXPERIENCE 
• How high off the surface ofthe water was the kite tube at the time that things 

began to go wrong? ABOUT 40 FEET 
• What was the maximum height achieved during the incident? ABOUT 40 FEET 
• How did you communicate with the kite tube rider? SIGHT ONLY 
• Did you actually see the kite tube dive to the surface? NO, FIRST SAW THE 

VICTIM FALL 
. Why/ why not? KITE TUBE FELL TOO, WHEN STOPPED BOAT 
• Did you try to do anything to halt the dive or avoid the crash? SLOWED DOWN 
. What did you do after the crash? RESCUE VICTIM 
• Was there any damage or apparent equipment failure noted? NO 

FROM PURCHASER OF KITE TUBE: 
• Did you ask the sales staff how to use the product? BOUGHT ON-LINE, SAW 

INFO ON WEBSITE ONLY 
• Did they offer any directions/ cautions? YES, IN VIDEO 
• Did any instmctional material come with the product? SAW VIDEO BUT DO 

NOT REMEMBER SEEING ANY WRITTEN MATERIAL 
. Did you read it? YES, SAW VIDEO ONLY 
• Did you read any safety wamings that may have been on the product itself? YES, 

HAS MANY, READ THEM ALL. 

PRODUCT INDENTIFICATION: 

Water Tubing (Product Code 3200) 
Type: Kite Tube, included tow rope, DVD and starting leash 
Item # 53-5000 
Brand: "WEGO" 

Manufacturer: Sports Stuff Inc., 11213 E. Circle # A, 
Omaha, NE, 402-592-9085, www.sportstuff.com (exhibit 2) 

Retailer: Purchased from EBay (Ref. # 7247541437) in June 
2 006, from trigger@wabash.net, reportedly located in 
Dundas, IL (exhibit 7) -> 

Price: $ 389.00 (plus shipping) 

SAMPLES COLLECTED: None 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 1: Incident unit. 
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Exhibit 1, Photo 2: Labeling on incident unit. 
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Scheels Sports voluntarily recalls tube kit< 
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Message 
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A popular water sport could be seeing its last 

days. The Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Is now warning consumers about the possible 

dangers associated with a new type of water 

recreation known as tube kit ing. Tube kites, 

which can fly up into the air several feet above 

the water, are larger than other tubes on the 

market and more difficult to control. 

This year two people died from injuries they 

received while tube kiting and many others have 

suffered a long list of injuries including broken 

necks, ribs, and jaw fractures. 

Scheels Sports has decided to pull the product 

from its shelves nationwide. 

Ryan LaBarge , Schee ls A s s i s t a n t Manage r 

"What we did is a voluntary recall, so we decided 

that anyone who purchased a Wego here, no 

questions, you can return it here just because we 

feel it's unsafe." 

For more information on the dangers of tube kiting you go to the 

MORE LOCAL LINKS FROM NE\ 

• NewsCenterl.com 
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Your name 

Your e-mai l address 

Send 

Your e-mail address and/or phone number 
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Exhibit 8 

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20207 

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME 

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. 
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concemed people to share 
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use it to 
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems. 

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of 
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to 
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need 
the individual's name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or 
incident situation. 

Would you please indicate on the bottom ofthis page whether you will allow us to disclose 
your name. Ifyou request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that 
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the 
document on the lines provided. 

. ^ - - X E S - 0 NO 

CPSC Hotline: 1-S00-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http://www.cpsc.gov 
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Exhibit 9 
LOCATION OF INCIDENT 
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Exhibit 10 

DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS; 

Victim 
Witness 

IA 52722 

On-site visit on 7/6/2006 

[, Witness 
t, Witness 

it, IA 52806 

Intially contacted on 7/5/2006 
On-site visit on 7/6/2006 

Tfiiiity Hosgttal, Rock Island, IL 

On-site visit on 7/6/2006 

4. Cheri Bustos, Senior Director of Communications 
Trinity Hosptial, 2701 IV*"̂  Street, Rock Island, IL 
61201, 309-779-2979, bustosc@trinityqc.com 

Initial contact on 7/5/2006 

12^/-

mailto:bustosc@trinityqc.com



