Topka, Tanya L.

From: : Stern, Richard L.

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 2:35 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670237A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern

Associate Director ]

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620 i

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----
From: Topping, John C.
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:49 AM
To:. EH-FER
Cc: Ingle, Robin L.
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complalnt - Doc #I0670237A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----
From: Noble, Laura EW
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 4:25 PM v
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670237A

107/13/2006 15:34:32

Name = Jeff or Kariss Miller
Address = po box 4004

City = ramona

State = California

Zip = 92065

Email = 91lkariss@cox.net
Telephone = 760.788.3888
Name of Victim = Greg Kaczur
Victim's Address =

Victim's City =

Victim's State = California
Victim's Zip = 92029
Victim's Telephone = _ -

Incident Description: Victim sustained moderate chest injury/3 fractured ribs using this
product and was taken to the local emergency department for treatment. Victim currently
being monitored by personal physician. Please DO NOT release our information. You are
welcome to phone or email for any additional ‘info.

Victim's age at time of 1nc1dent =

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 07.05.2006

Product involved = Wego Inflatable Towable Kite Tube by Sportsstuff Product brand
name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff/Wego Kite Tube Manufacturer street address =
1-888-814-8833 Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = ?

Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube Date product purchased
= June 2006 Name Release = Do not release name
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Topka, Tanyal.
From: - Stern, Richard L. _
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 2:33 PM
To: Topka, Tanya L. '
Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670223A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern

Associate Director ,

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620 .

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 10:33 AM

To: EH~FER ’

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A - Kite Tube

----- Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 8:50 AM .

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I06702232A

07/12/2006 18:26:40

Name = Quinn Eades

Address = 6499 N Lakeshore Dr
City = Shreveport

State = Louisiana

Zip = 71107

Email = geades@sport.rr.com
Telephone = 318-309-8507

Name of Victim = Quinn Eades
Victim's Address = 6499 N Lakeshore Dr
Victim's City = Shreveport
Victim's State = Louisiana
Victim's Zip = 71107 .
Victim's Telephone = 318-309-8507

Incident Description: I was using the Wego Kite Tube on Cross Lake according to the
instructions/video. I was about 15 feet off the water and wind hit the tube making it
EXTREMELY unsteady. I hit the water so hard it knocked the breath out of me. I was in
severe pain. We took the tube back and deflated it. I had to see a doctor twice. My doctor
. said I probably tore muscle or pulled the cartlidge away from me ribs. This tube is highly
dangerous and very unsteady. The video never states that. The manual does reference it,
but to no great degree.

Victim's age at time of incident = 41

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 06/08/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir

Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product

involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date

- 48
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product purchased = 05/06 Name Release = Release name to the rﬁ'aﬁufacturer and public
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L. .

Sent: ' Friday, July 14, 2006 2:36 P

To: . Topka, Tanya L. '

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: : FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670238A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern
Associate Director
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rsternecpsc.gov

!

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:50 AM

To: EH-FER ) ’

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670238A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:47 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. .

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670238A

07/13/2006 17:02:55

Name = Stephen Dilly

Address = 2125 Palomar Trace Drive

City = Lexington -

State = Kentucky

Zip = 40513-1120

Email = stevedilly@insightbb.com

Telephone = 859-223-7697

Name of Victim = Nathan Allen Dilly

Victim's Address = 2125 Palomar Trace Drive Victim's City .= Lexington Victim's State =
Kentucky Victim's Zip = 40513-1120 Victim's Telephone = 859-223-7697

Incident Description: While riding a Wego kite tube, my son unexpectedly rose to a height
of about 30 feet. The tube then started dipping violently from side to side, flipped
completely upside down, and threw Nathan to the water with considerable force. Nathan
landed on his back in the water. He was unable to take a breath for about 45-60 seconds.
He had to be pulled into the boat and.complained of sharp pain at the T4 veterbrae, '
sternum, and left flank with brusing. We called for an ambulance, which met us at the
dock. Nathan was fitted with a neck brace, and strapped to a board, and taken to the
hospital. Oxygen blood levels dropped into the 70's, but rose to the 90's when he was
given oxygen. Fortunately, there were no broken bones. A cat scan showed blood in the
kidneys. Nathan was released from the ER the same day. We followed ALL procedures to the
letter when we used the tube. He, myself, and others had ridden it several times
previously without incident. The day of the accident, the speed of the boat was at or
below the 20 mph recommended speed. 1In my opinion, the tube has two serious flaws: lack
of stability and lack of visibility. Please give me a call if you need any additional
information. By the way, when I .contacted the manufacturer, they wanted to only exchange
the tube for other products. However, the dealer that sold me the tube, Stokley Marine in
Nicholasville, Ky., immediately offered to give me a. complete refund.

W
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Victim's age at time of incident = 14
Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7/10/2006

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube
Product bramnd name/manufacturer =
Manufacturex street address = 2125 Palomar Trace Drive Place where manufactured (City and
State or Country) = Product involved still available = No Product model and serial number,
manufacture date = Date product purchased = 6/29/06 Name Release = Release name to the
manufacturexr and public



Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 2:35 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0670234A - kite tube

**********************.*****************************

Richard ‘L. Stern

Associate Director : ,

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
volce: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 8:46 AM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, -Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670234A - kite tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: ‘Thursday, July 13, 2006 4:24 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. )

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670234A

07/13/2006 14:41:00

Name = Gigi Conway

Address = 12844 Howe Road

City = Fishers

State = Indiana

Zip = 46038

Email = mike.conway@insightbb.com
Telephone = 317-842-3897

Name of Victim = Christopher Conway
Victim's Address = 12844 Howe Road
Victim's City = Fishers

Victim's State = Indiana

Victim's Zip = 46038

Victim's Telephone = 317-842-3897

Incident Description: My son rode on a kite tube and came down with the tube, but
reportly landed on his shoulder and ended up hitting his head on something and was
diagnosed with a concussion and has memory loss from that day. Seems fine now except for
continued memory loss of those hours. He was seen at St Vincent Pediatric ER in
Indianapolis

Victim's age at time of incident = 14

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7/9/06

Product involved = kite tube :

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Product
. model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release =

Release name to the manufacturer and public
: L2
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L,

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 2:45 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject; FW: Internet Fprm Complaint - Doc #l10670228A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern

Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

----- Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 1:49 PM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670228A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW ’

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 12:48 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. '

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670228A

07/13/2006 10:30:45

Name = Pam Keach

Address = 1206 Maymont Dr.

City = Murfreesboro

State = Tennessee

Zip = 37130

Email = pamelamatlock@aol.com
Telephone = 615-494-1441

Name of Victim = Corinne Neal
Victim's Address = 1206 Maymont DR.
Victim's City = Murfreesboro
Victim's State = Tennessee
Victim's Zip = 37130

Victim's Telephone = 615-494-1441

Incident Description: Middle ear trauma and perforation of ear drum resulting from Wego
Kite Tube flipping in wind and crashing the victim into the water.

Victim's age at time of incident = 14

Victim's sex = Female

Date of incident = 7-2-06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = 6-15-06 Name Release
= Release name to the manufacturer and public
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('Topka, Tanya L.

From: Schoem, Marc J.

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 12:31 PM
To: Ingle, Robin L.

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: H0670123A -- kite tube

There supposed to be able to get a refund 1f that’s all they will accept. I'll send this
to the firm to fix.

Marc J. Schoem

Deputy Director

Office of Compliance and
Field Operations

301-504-7520 - phone

240-638-6955 - cell

————— Original Message-----

From: Ingle, Robin L. )
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 12:30 PM
To: Schoem, Marc J.

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: H0670123A -- klte tube

Is it supposed to be the case that consumers can't get a refund from Sportsstuff if they
ask for one?

————— Original Message-----

From: Information Center

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 9:13 AM
To: Emerging Hazards

Subject: H0670123A -- kite tube

Product description: kite tube

Brand: .Wego

Model, serial #s, date of mfr: M# 53-5000, DOM unknown

-Manufacturer: Sportsstuff

Distributor: unknown )

"Dealer: Waterriders.com Premier Pool and Spa State of incident: OR Injury description:
severe headache

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury.

5'5" tall, 1401b. 16 year old son was on kite tube being pulled by a boat going
approximately 15-18 MPH. Son was approximately 10-12' in the air when a gust of wind
caused kite tube to become unstable. Son and kite tube began flutterlng from right to
left wvigorously. Son fell into the water on his right side causing a bruise on his
right thigh. 16 year old son also experienced soreness to his chest area and torso. Rx
at home. :

5'6" tall, 2001b. 13 year old son was on kite tube being pulled by boat going
approximately 17-20 MPH. Youngest son was tubing on the watéer when a gust of wind caused
him to fly approximately 4'° ,

up in the air. Son flipped down into the water. Son experienced severe headache. Rx
at home. :

7/9/2006 5'5", 155 lb consumer was on kite tube being pulled by a boat going

o o 60’3%



‘approximately 12-14 MPH. Consumer was approximately <10' in the air when the boat turned

causing kite tube to become unstable and consumer to fall into the water. The impact of
the water caused consumer to experience pain to her left shoulder and left side of her:

face. Rx at home. Consumer discontinued use of kite tube.
7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the incident to rep., (name
unknown) . Rep., offered consumer packages of other manufacturer products to equal the

value of the kite tube. Consumer declined offer. Consumer requested a refund. Rep.,

told consumer that there was nothing else they could do. Rep., also told consumer that

if she wants her money back she would have to contact the dealer where she purchased the
product. :

7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the dealer and explained the incident to rep., (name
unknown) . Rep., offered consumer other products and told her that they were not offering
refunds.

If you Wish to view the entire -document, click on the link: file://P:\CPSCPRIV\PDFDOCS
\IPII\2006\q3\H70123.pdf .


file://P:/CPSCPRIV/PDFDOCS
file:///IPIl/2006/q3/H70123.pdf

; CONSUmER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

-

Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT

(HOME)

2 .PHONE NoO.

3. STREET ADDRESS

4.CITY ZIPCODE

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS
u_nknown

4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE '

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD,

INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

170 1b., 6' tall, son was riding the kite tube while belng pulled
by a jet ski, at about 30 to 35 miles per hour. Per son's

- cont -

6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM

OF - AGE/SEX 17YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY not given ’
06/01/2006 see narrative RELATIONSHIP

" son

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
~water kite tube

10.BRAND NAME
Wego Kite Tube

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE

Sportstuff Inc.
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown

12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s,
M# unknown DOM unknown

DATE OF MFR

ISSUE 41 13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
: Cope Marine
07/14/2006 unknown
O'fallon, IL

618-632-6353

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED

OR MODIFIED? NO
IF YES,
INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

BEFORE OR AFTER THE

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
DATE PURCHASED 02/11/2006 AGE 4 M

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
"adult supervision”

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES YES USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THTS
REPORT?
YES
. , FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED [21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |[22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/13/2006 myg/HL H0670119A
23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200

25.DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
myg 07/13/2006

CPSC FORM 1757 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029
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Qb CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

(_.

Region: EASTERN
H0670119A

Narrative Continued

description, the tube was lifted approximately 9 to 15' in the
alr, where it became inverted, slamming him onto the water. Son
was taken to shore. After returning home, son started coughing
up blood with severe back pain. '

(same day) Consumer took son Union Hospital in Terre Haute, IN,
where a CT scan and an MRI was performed. Physician reviewed and
son had sustained a mild concussion, bruising to lung, bruising
to spleen -and a possible fracture to T8 vertebra, which was later
ruled out. Physician issued son with pain medication. Consumer
was kept for 2 nights and was later discharged. Per physician,
advised son 3 months of no contact sports.

Consumer feels the water tube presents a serious injury hazard.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT =~ Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

A : 518-696-4753

3.STREET ADDRESS

4‘.CITY ST ZIPCODE

TG

4a.EMAII, ADDRESS

VAl

4b.INCIDENT CITY ST . ZIPCODE

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210.

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 33YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME

INCIDENT (8) AND DESCRIBE INJURY not given - _

06/18/2006 two compound fractures in neck RELATIONSHIP

victim

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 10.BRAND NAME

kite tube - ‘Wego

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR

Sportsstuff
unknown
unknown

866-831-5524

unknown

ISSUE 41
07/14/2006

M# unknown, DOM unknown

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

OR MODIFIED? NO
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE

INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

DATE PURCHASED 06/11/2006 AGE 7D

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
Unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO YES ' USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? with consumer THIS
REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) [22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/13/2006 emj/HL HO670118A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE (S) .
1200
.ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

25.DISTRIBUTION 26

emj 07/13/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029
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: CONgﬁMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT
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Region: EASTERN
H0670118A

Narrative Continued

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of personal injury.

5'3" t3ll, 180 1lb victim was riding on kite tube being pulled by a
boat at approximately 30 MPH when he went up in the air (height
unknown) and fell off of it. Victim landed in the water and )
injure his neck. ' :

6/19/2006 The following day victim went to Evergreen Health Clinic
in Corinth, NY where he was examined and treated by physician
(name unknown) for a fractured neck. Physician told victim that
his neck was fractured in two places.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: INTERNET
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: ' Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: . Friday, July 14, 2006 5:29 PM

To: - Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: - FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #(0670252A - Klte Tube

Here's one of unknown brand. Shall I assign it?

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 4:54 PM

To: EH-FER .

Cc: Ingle, Robin L. _

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A - KIte Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 1:49 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Réports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. '

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A

07/14/2006 09:59:52

Name = Jilneti
Address =.g
City Rl
State
Zip =
Email :
Telephone e
Name of Vlctlm = 9
Victim's Address
Victim's City = |
Victim's State = Ohio
Victim's Zip = 45039
Victim's Telephone =%

Incident Description: I was injured this past Sunday (7-9-06) while riding a Kite Tube at
Norris Lake in Tennessee. During the course of riding the Kite Tube it lifted off the
water, at which time I lost control of the tube itself. The Kite Tube began to swing back
and forth then flipped over causing me to lose my grip on the- handles.. I was thrown into
the water and the next thing I felt was a snap in my left knee. I have been seen by an
orthopedic surgeon here locally in Cincinnati (Beacon Orthopedics), had X-rays and and
MRI, and discovered I suffered a torn Medial Collateral Ligament in my left knee.

Victim's age at time of incident = 39

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7-9-06

Product involved = KIte Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Unkonwn Manufacturer street address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = No Product
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release =
Release name to manufacturer only

| L5



¢ : CONSU.«ER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT -

-

Region: WESTERN

'1.NAME OF RE SPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST  ZIPCODE
R i 2 e , MN 56308

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST  ZIPCODE
unknown : e MN 56308

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR-HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard.

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEx 17YM ‘ RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (8) AND DESCRIBE INJURY self
06/27/2006 see narrative RELATIONSHIP
self

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
10' kite tube

10.BRAND NAME
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE
Sporttsuff Wegeo Kite Tube

un}:nown HSSUE 41
. 866.831.5524 07/14/2006

unknown

12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s,
M# 53-5000 DOM unknown .

DATE OF MFR

13.D.EAL‘ER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE

Stubs Marine
unknown
Alexandria, MN
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED
OR MODIFIED? NO

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

DATE PURCHASED 06/27/2006 AGE 1D

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE
INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO,
unknown

NOTE:

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? [19.MAY WE .
MANUFACTURER? NO YES ' USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THIS
maybe REPORT?

NO
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED (21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) [22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/13/2006 myg/HL ' ~ HO0670111A

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 ,PRODUCT CODE (S)

3200

25.DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
‘myg 07/13/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029
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¢ ' CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN
H0670111A

Narrative Continued

180 1b., 6'l tall, consumer was riding the kite tube while being
pulled by boat at no more than 20 miles per hour, when a gust of
wind lifted the kite tube approximately 45 to 50' up in the air,
and turning the kite tube to its side. Consumer was "shot down"
into the waterxr. Consumer experienced temporary loss of breath
and began bleeding from his mouth and nose. Consumer rested on
boat to regain breath while in severe pain. Consumer returned
back home.

The following day, consumer visited Douglas County Clinic where ER .
staff performed a CT scan and an x-ray. Physician, Dr.
Dittburner, reviewed the CT scan and x-ray and determined
consumer sustained a partially collapsed and punctured lung with
a bleb of air that was squeezed out. Physician scheduled
consumer f follow-up CT scan and advised consumer to stay off his
feet. Consumer was discharged same day.

06/29/2006 Consumer suddenly started coughing up blood.

06/29/2006 Consumer visited ER at Douglas County Hospital where ER
physician, Dr. Begheler, reviewed CT scan, performed by ER staff,
where he determined consumer experienced increased air around
lung and a lot of internal bruising. Consumer was given
medication by IV. Physician explained that if the air does not
subside, they will need to have it surgically removed. Consumer
was discharged same day.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT ™~ Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

B

4 .CITY ST ZIPCODE

3.
gy L OH 45873
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ° ZIPCODE
_ i B OH 45873
5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
Kite tube is under recall for CAP NR# 06-210.
- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 28YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY self
07/08/2006 broken right ankle ‘ RELATIONSHIP
self

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
kite tube

10.BRAND NAME
Wego Kite Tube

11 .MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sprotsstuff . M# unknown, DOM unknown
unknown ISSUE 41 5 .DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown .
unknown ‘ unknown
unknown 07” 4-[2006

!

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED

OR MODIFIED? NO

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE
INCIDENT?

DESCRIBE:

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
DATE PURCHASED 07/04/2006 AGE 4D

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
Unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO NO USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? with relative THIS
' REPORT?
YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED (21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |[22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/13/2006 emj/HL HO670112A _
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
; 1200

25 .DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
emj 07/13/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029

635



’ CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT ( Region: EASTERN
' H0670112A

Narrative Continued.

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury.

Consumer was being pulled behind a boat on kite tube when a gust
of wind came along causing him to go 30' in the air and loose
control. Consumex and kite tube began spinning out of control
until consumer was dumped into the water feet first. Consumer
injured his right ankle. :

7/8/2006 Consumer went to the ER at Defiance regional medical
center in Defiance, OH where he was examined and treated by
physician (name unknown) for a broken ankle.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: INTERNET

6>



Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:34 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670201A - Kite Tube

khkkkhkkhhhdkhhkkhhh kb kkkkkdrhhhhhdhkhkh ko kdokkkokdkdhkk

Richard L. Stern

Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Productsg U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 10:22 AM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L. :

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670201A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:00 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complalnt - Doc #10670201A

07/11/2006 22:32:58

Name =
Address
City
State = W
Zip = 28023
Email = ¥
Telephone .
Name of VlCtlm =
Victim's Address ; ; ‘ we Victim's City = China Grove Victim's State =
North Carolina Victim's le = 28023 Victim's Telephone =R EREENRER '

Incident Description: My son, % s o TS ‘Jr.gﬂﬁﬁﬁr suffered a broken neck {(c-7) on
Sun., July 9, 2006 while using e WEGO SKI KITE. A wind gust suddenly took my son to a
height of around 40-50 feet and crashed him with an extreme velocity to the water. He
came up coughing up blood and in extreme pain. He was rushed to the hospital where he
suffered internal injuries and a serious neck fracture. He had blood in his urine with
contusions to both lungs and kidneys. The neck fracture is stable, however, he is

expected to have a long recovery. The product is owned by friends.

Victim's age at time of incident = 21

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7-9-06

Product involved = Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = WEGO

Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available =
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release

= Do not release name
L 635
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- Topka, Tanya L.

From: : Stern, Richard L.
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:43 PM
To: ' Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #/0670180A - Kitetube

khkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhk dhkhkdhkhhkkhkhkhkhkkhdkhkikkhkhkhkhhhkhhhhkkhkkkhkhhkhhrkhkkkx

Richard L. Stern

Associate Director .

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

----- Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 3:44 PM

To: EH-FER '

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670180A - Kitetube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 8:22 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. :

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670180A

07/10/2006 20:11:03

“Name =
Address
City — el
State =
Zip = 56308
Email = . hasdimmrmndsc!
Telephone = itioRNNNINERC-
Name of Victim =.hinime
Victim's Address = &
Minnesota Victim's Zip #

. 8W Victim's City = Alexandria Victim's State =
@« Telephone = g

Incident Description: While using the Wego Kitetube Tyler was violently thrown into the
water from an estimated height of 15 to 20 feet the boat speed was approximately 15 mph.

He landed on his back and was unable to respond for approximately 30 to 45 seconds. He
was unable to stand and was in very severe pain. We took him to the emergency room of our
local hospitol and x-rays and CT scan and lab work. He did have blood in his urine and
all other tests came back normal. He had very large bruses on his lower back from the
impact. I believe that the speed of the boat in thier demonstration video in excess of
the speed they recomend for the Kite tube. He was unable to get out of bed for 36 hours
and after that amount of time he started to feel better. He still has some discomfort in
his left rib area and lower back pain. We watched and followed the manufacturers DVD.
This product is very unsafe and even on calm days without a gust of wind is very
unpredictable. We are very thankful that Tyler is. doing as well as he is but I fear for
the people who purchase and use this kitetube not knowing the dangers that it presents.

If any further information is needed from us feel free to contact me Lee Ostendorf at work

R Thank-you for your help. Regards

Victim's age at time of incident = 15
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a -« -
Victim's sex = Male hd : e
Date of incident = 6-27-06
Product inwvolved = Wego Kitetube
Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego ]
Manufacturer street address = Sportstuff Inc. 11213 E Circle Suite A Omaha, NE 68137 .
Place where. manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available =
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased =
06-24-06 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only

o A



Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:32 PM

To: , Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670192A - WEGO Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern

Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov -

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 10:07 AM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670192A - WEGO Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 9:00 AM- :

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670192A

07/11/2006 15:12:49

Victim's
Victim's
Victim's
Victim's
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: Crashed into water on SportsStuff Away WEGO Kite tube. One second I
was about 5 ft off wather, next I was 20+ feet and unstable. I am significantly bruised
from waist down, torn muscles in both legs. When I hit, I was unconscious for almost 10
min and suffered from memory loss.

Victim's age at time of incident = 45

Victim's sex = Female :

Date of incident = 7/4/2006

Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube : :

. Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product .

model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Morganton, NC Name

Release = Do not release name
: 1,8
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: ~Stern, Richard L.

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:43 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670156A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern

'Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620 :

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 2:22 PM

To: EH-FER

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670156A -~ Kite Tube

———— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 9:01 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. '

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670156A

07/09/2006 23:29:36

Name = %
Address

City T
State
Zip =
Email =
Telephone =1
Name of Victim ¥
Victim's Address
Victim's City =%
Victim's State i
Victim's Zip = 55331

Victim's Telephone =i

Incident Description: Sportstuff WEGO Flying tube becomes unstable dropping victim from
the air in an unpredictable manner causing injury.

Victim's age at time of incident = 18

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/7/2006

Product involved = Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube Product brand name/manufacturer =
Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Cir Suite A Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product involved still
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Flying Tube Date
‘product purchased = Jan 2006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only

1 Y
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Topka,Ténya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: ' Wednesday, July 12, 2006 7:37 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L. .
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670118A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern

Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
vQice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstermn@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 1:02 PM

To: EH-FER ' :

Cc: Ingle, Robin L. ‘

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670118A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 3:00 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. _

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670118A

07/07/2006 13:01:12

Name = i
Address =
City =
State = oliiEn
Zip = 50129
Email = 1y
Telephone =%EEN
Name of Victim =
Victim's Address =
Victim's City =:
Victim's State =
'Victim's Zip = 50129
Victim's Telephone =y 4
Incident Description: I bought the Wego Kite tube in May. I watched the video
several times, and I also read the directions that came with the tube. I took
the tube out for the second time on 6/4/06.

We started with the 45 foot rope that the recommend for beginners according to the
video. I was only on the tube a few minutes when-I started to see some of the safety .
problems. The first problem I saw that when the tube goes into the takeoff position (
lifts off the water at a 45 degree angle) the rider can no longer see the boat and the
boat can no longer see the rider. The tube is ten foot across and with the rider sitting
on the very back of the tube, they are totally hidden. The second problem is that any
crosswind sends the tube ocut of control. It will not land even and will flip over in mid
flight. :
I was on the Wego Kite tube for about three minutes when I thought the tube was
getting out of control. I tried to signal the boat to stop but they could not see or hear
me. I tried to extend my body to get above the line of site of the tube, but this made the
tube fly even higher. When the tube went up it flipped over and slammed me back to the '

- A%,
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vwater. It happened so fast énat I do not even know how I hit® the water. After a second in
the water my left leg started to hurt. I ran my had down my leg and I was sure that my led
was broke at the femur:. I was taken by ambulance to thée hospital. The hospital confirmed
that I had a spiral fracture of the left femur (shattered from three inches below the hip
down to two inches above the knee). I had a rod and pins put in to stabilize the leg. I
also required 2 units of blood the day after surgery and another 2 unit’s the next day.
After eight days in the hospital I was released . The Doctor said that my recovery will
take about four months. ‘ ,

In my opinion this tube is dangerous and should not be sold. There is no way to
control the tube when it leaves the water. The second concern is the communication
between the boat and the person on the tube.

Thank You,

Victim's age at time of incident = 31
victim's sex = Male '

Date of incident = 6/4/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportssuff Manufacturer street address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = 5/12/06 Name Release
= Release name to manufacturer only

)
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Topk'a, Tanya L.

From: : Stern, Richard L.

Sent: ' Monday, July 17, 2006 9:19 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L. A

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670252A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern

Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620 )

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 4:54 PM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A - KIte Tube

- Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 1:49 PM

. To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670252A

07/14/2006 09:59:52

Name =
Address
City

Zip =
Email i
Telephone 3
Name of Victim = ) Y
Victim's Address = 7736 Turtle Hollow
"Victim's City = Maineville

Victim's State = Ohio

Victim's Zip = 45039

Victim's Telephone = 513-899-4829

Incident Description: I was injured this past Sunday (7-9-06) while riding a Kite Tube at
Norris Lake in Tennessee. During the course of riding the Kite Tube it lifted off the
water, at which time I lost control of the tube itself. The Kite Tube began to swing back
. and forth then flipped over causing me to lose my grip on the handles. I was thrown into
the water and the next thing I felt was a snap in my left knee. I have been seen by an
orthopedic surgeon here locally in Cincinnati (Beacon Orthopedics), had X-rays and and
MRI, and discovered I suffered a torn Medial Collateral Ligament in my left knee.

Victim's age at .time of incident = 39

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7-9-06

Product involved = KIte Tube :

Product brand name/manufacturer = Unkonwn Manufacturer street address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = No Product

1 o 2
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; —
model and =erial number, manuracture date
Release name to manufacturer only

-

Date product purchased

Name Release

24



Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: - Monday, July 17, 2006 9:18 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670255A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stexn

Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern®@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:38 AM

To: EH-FER

Ce: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670255A - Kite Tube

-----Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 2:38 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.- . '

Subject: Intermnet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670255A

07/14/2006 13:42:53

Name =
Address
City
State
Zip =
Email .
Telephone ="
Name of Victim
Victim's Address = & B s e
Victim's Zip = 84025 Victim's Telephone = ¥

g Victim's State = Utah

Incident Description: I took my family to Willard Bay, UT for a day of wake boarding and
kite tubing. My 18 year old sonJdii@was riding the Kite Tube when a gust of wind shot
i up in the air about thirty feet out of my rear view mirror. I immediately cut power
"to the engine as was my practicé whenever the tube would start to rise abruptly or swerve
from right to left. He veared to the right and the kite tube inverted and dove head first
into the water. My wife and the spotters on the boat screamed. We immediately circled to-
pick«Siil% out of the water. When we got to him he was disoriented and dazed. We pulled
him out of the water and began asking him questions to see if he was ok. It took e
about 45 minutes to regain all him memory. He remembered going high into the air and
thinking this is bad, and that is all he remembered. The next morning Mike's neck and
head were very sore, but he was ok. Before we used the kite tube for the first time we
read all the instructions and watched the dvd that was included. As the driver of the
boat It has always been my practice to reduce engine speed whenever the kite tube would go
too high or swirve to the right or left. I consider myself a very good driver. I also
have at least two designated spotters. Most of my teenage children, myself and my wife
have had successful flights on the Kite Tube, but on this particular day all the
preparation and safety precautions made little difference. . I realized that this product
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as fun as it was, has a terrible downside to it. We haven't Used the Kite Tube since that

day and we are grateful that we came away without any more serious

injury. I am glad to hear that SportsStuff is recalling the product and I plan on

turning mine in immediately.

Victim's age at time of incident = 18

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 06/17/2006

Product involved = WEGO KITE TUBE

Product brand name/manufacturer = SPORTSSTUFF Manufacturer street.address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product
model and ser ial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = MAY-2006 Name Release
= Release name to manufacturer only .

| s



Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 9:18 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0670258A - KtteTube
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Richard L. Stexn

Associate Director :

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Monday, July 17, 2006 8:42 AM

To: BH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complalnt - Doc #I0670258A - KiteTube

————— Original Message----- '

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2006 4:14 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670258A

07/14/2006 14:27:20

Name . =i
Address
City = 4
State =g -
Zip = 83642

Email = T
Telephone o
Name of V1ct1m =
Victim's Address
Victim's City "
Victim's State
Victim's Zip = 83642
Victim's Telephone =3

Incident Description: On Saturday July 8th 2006 Lisa was riding on a SportsStuff Wego KITE
Tube on Saturday at Owyhee Resevoir. After about 1 minute she was trown from it. She
sustained a broken back and 3 broken ribs

Victim's age at time of incident = 37

Victim's sex = Female

Date of incident = 07/08/2006

Product involved = SportsStuff Wego KITE Tube Product brand name/manufacturer =
SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = ???

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaho, Neb Product involved still
‘available = Yés Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite tube Date

product purchased = 27

Name Release = Do not release name
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" Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: ‘ Friday, July 14, 2006 2:33 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: . Schoem, Marc J.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: ‘ FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670223A - Kite Tube
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Richard L. Stern

Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 10:33 AM

To: EH-FER

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

------Qriginal Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2006 8:50 AM
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670223A

07/12/2006 18:26:40

Name = ¥
Address
City =
State = I§
zip = 71107
Email = gy
Telephone
“Name of Victim =
Victim's Address =
Victim's City = 4SSN .,
Victim's State = Louisiana
Victim's zZip = 71107
Victim's Telephone =g

Incident Description: I was using the Wego Kite Tube on Cross Lake according to the
instructions/video. I was about 15 feet off the water and wind hit the tube making it .
EXTREMELY unsteady. I hit the water so hard it knocked the breath out of me. I was in
severe pain. We took the tube back and deflated it. I had to see a doctor twice. My doctor
said I probably tore muscle or pulled the cartlidge away from me ribs. This tube is highly

- dangerous and very unsteady. The video never states that. The manual does reference it,
but to no great degree.

Victim's age at time of incident = 41

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 06/08/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product
involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture-date = Date

1 L7
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pébduct'purchased
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05/06 Naﬁ@’Release - Release name to the minufacturer and public .
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Topka, Tanya L.

Page 1 ot 2

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:31 PM
To: Ingle.. Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: FW: Kite tube Incident at Indian lake

Attachments: Kite tude incident |.L..doc

Here's another incident in Ohio, occurred 7/03.

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance annd Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

From: Gogle, Nancy [mailto:Nancy.Gogle@dnr.state.oh.us]
Sent: Wed 7/5/2006 11:13 AM

" To: Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Kite tube InC|dent at Indian Iake

- Dennis,

This was a notification that an incident occurred. Do you want a copy of the full report when | get it in a couple of weeks?

Nancy M. Gogle
phone: 614-265-6615

fax: 614-267-8883

From: Doncyson, Todd

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 9:20 AM

To: Quinn, Mike ' :

Cc: Wisse, John; McGarity, William; Gogle, Nancy
- Subject: FW: Kite tube Incident at Indian lake

From: Trump, Brett
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 3:48 PM

To: Sams, Brenda; Doncyson, Todd

7/5/2006
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Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Division of Watercraft
Wapakoneta Field Office
Critical Info:

Date Occurred: July 3, 2006

Time Occurred: 12:40pm

Location: Indian Lake State Park
Natureof Incident: Kite Tube Incident

Officer: T. Martin / P. Angelas

VICTIM
Namé g 7 i
DOB: Y
Age: 23
Sex: Male
City of Residence: Columbus Area

Type of Injuries: Face Bruise / Blood in Urine

Divisional Response: Dispatched Logan S.O.
Agencies Involved: Parks / Watercraft/ Lake View EMS / Logan County S.O.

Media: None at this time
Adequate Resources: Yes

Comments: Park officials felt this would not be a critical incident. Watercraft
Officers went to the hospital to see the extent of his injuries before making that-
determination. Officer Martin and Angelas took statements at the hospital. Officer
Martin reported to me that the extent of the injuries was bruising of the right side of
the face and blood in urine. They seemed to believe that Jjgi##would be treated and
released. A critical incident was not called in. Officers will be meeting with the
operator of the watercraft tomorrow for issuance of citations.

Brett A Trump

450
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Topka, Tanya L.
From: Boog, JeromeR.
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:04 PM

To: Ross, Robin M.; Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670024A

"Robin/Tanya

| spoke with the complainant whom is the father of the 19 year old victim. He owns Shamrock Marina in Tower, MN and is a
distributor of this product. He had the Wego Model# 53-500 kit tube. They had used the item about six times on different lakes.in
Minnesota. On 6-25-2006 they were on Man Trap Lake near St. Cloud, MN. They were pulling his son behind a boat at about 30
MPH. He said a gust of wind came up and pull the kit tube suddenly upwards to about 20’. The boy lost control and fell off into
_the lake. The force was so violent that he severed his aorta. He was rushed to hospital and is expected to make a 100%
recovery. The father said everyone that has used this product has injured himself. :

| will attempt to get up to Tower, MN either this week or early next week to examine the suspect kite tube.

Jerry Boog

From: Ross, Robin M.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 4:13 PM

To: Boog, Jerome R. -

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670024A

" Please follow up asap. Scottis on leave until Monday.
Thanks

Robin M. Ross
Supervisory Investigator
262-662-2583
262-662-2593 fax
262-366-0144 cell
rross@cpsc.gov

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Mon 7/3/2006 11:21 AM

To: Ross, Robin M.; Ault, Eric B.

Cc: Boog, Jerome R.; Putz, Scott W.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670024A

As with all these kite tube incidents, please get the preliminary details via telephone and email éll to Tanya
‘Topka ASAP. '

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202-595-4619

‘dblasius@cpsc.gov

7/5/20.06... - S . ———— . @5/'
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From: Topka, Tanya L. —
"Sent: Mon 7/3/2006 10:01 AM : ‘

To: Ingle, Robin L.

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.; Schoem, Marc J.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670024A

This is the 6th one today so same drill.

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer
U.S. CPSC

301-504-7594

WWW.CPSC.gOV

From: Ault, Eric B.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:47 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670024A

From: Noble, Laura EW ‘

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 7:59 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Marla L.
Subject: Internet Forrn Complaint - Doc #10670024A

07/02/2006 17:34:47

City = TéWer
State = Minnesota -
Zip=155 790

Email = sl
Telephone
Name of Victim =§
Victim's Address =
Victim's City = T WET

Victim's State = g
Victim's Zip i
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: Wego Kite tube accident. Gust of wind caused lose of control. Fall from 20" at approx 30 MPH -

Victim's age at time of incident = 19

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/25/2006

Product involved = Wego Kite tube marketed.by Sportsstuff Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff Kite Tube Manufacturer street
address = 11213 E Circle Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska Product involved still available =
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = model 53-500 Date product purchased = June 2006 Name Release = Do not release
name

7/5/2006 | | 65 .
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"Topka, Tanya L.

From: : , ingle, Robin L.
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 11:01 AM
" To: ' Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670062A - Tube kite

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10:56 AM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW:, Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A - Tubé kite

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 8:56 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A

07/04/2006 22:51:21

Name = §
Address
City =
State = .
Zip = 5280
Email =g
Telephone
Name of Victim
Victim's Address
Victim's City =
Victim's State ="M
Victim's 2ip = 52722
Victim's Telephone =

6

Incident Description: My brother in law, Scott Olderog, was using a tube kite at
approximately 25 ft above water when he lost control (the tube turned in the

air) and lost grip. He fell to the water and was knocked unconscious for several minutes.
Luckily, two nurses were watching and helped (along with several others) to stabilize him
while we attempted to contact the ambulance. He is currently in the intensive care unit
for observation of a broken blood vessel in his brain. -

Victim's age at time of incident = 30

Victim's sex = Male ‘

Date of incident = 7/4/06

Product involved = Tube kite

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego

Manufacturer street address = unknown

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = unknown Product involved still
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = unknown at this time
Date product purchased = on ebay, June 2006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer
only )

L gs3



Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 11:01 AM

To: : Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0670059A - Kite Tube

----- Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10:52 AM-

To: EH-FER

- Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A - Kite Tube

----- Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 8:55 AM ,
To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A

07/04/2006 16:06:41

Name =
Address
City :
State
Zip =
Email

Name of Victim =
Victim's Address
Victim's City =4
Victim's State
Victim's Zip = 96l
Victim's Telephone

Incident Description: Slightly windy day with Wego Kit Tube on Whiskeytown Lake in
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area in Northern California. ‘
Travelling. about 35mph, kit tube caught a gust of air and reached a height of about 30 or
35ft. Remained stable for a few moments and then suddenly flipped over, I let go to fall
and -started falling back towards the water. A gust of wind caught the kite tube and it
swung between me and the water and I landed on it then the water. I immediately felt pain
in my leg and thought maybe it was a dislocated hip. After a car ride to the ER, sitting
in the ER for 2 hours, and finally getting X-Rays I was told I'd broken my hip.
(Displaced Femoral Neck) which is a major trauma and I had to have surgery that same
night. (Surgery involved placing [3] 4" long bolts into my hip) I'm not able to walk on
it for 3 months, after which point it will have healed, or it will not have healed
properly and I'll have to have another surgery with a full hip replacement. All of the
nurses and doctors were shocked that at 20 I'd broken my hip and said the force of the
impact must have been extreme. They checked for (but didn't find, luckily) internal
bleeding of my organs.

Victim's age at time of incident = 20

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/12/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube’ .
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE Product involved
still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube
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Date product purchased = 6/1;uv6 Name Release = Release name te¢ manufacturer only
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: Topka Tanya L.

From: \Mele Stephen V.’ _
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:18 PM ~
To: Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: Kite tube IDIs (060621HCC1594)

Importance: High
| just got through to Chris Huebner at NC Wildlife Resources Commission this morning. He verified that he added that the kite
tube is a Wego brand kite tube to his report based on what the investigator told him the safety warning was on the tube. The

warning read something to the effect of "Don't fly any higher than you care to fall”. He gave me the investigator's number and |
left a message. | already have the investigation report from NCWRC (provided by Dennis). : :

Steve Mele

From: Ault, Eric B.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 11:54 AM’

To: Dobbins, Allen C.; Poyer, Julie A.; Mele, Stephen V.
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.

Subject: FW: Kite tube IDIs

Please see the note below from Dennis Blasius concerning giving these assignments priority.

060609HCC1577 - Sue Gabriel

060619HCC2607 - DuWayne Kapelis

060620HCC2617 - Just transferred to Helen's team as we have learned that the incident occurred in GA, not
OH.

060621HCC1594 - Steve Mele

060703HBBZG59/2660 Just assigned to Julie's team this morning.

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10:38 AM
-To: Nava, Frank J.; Ault, Eric B.

Subject: Kite tube IDIs

Hi guys. These IDls are very high priority. Only one has been completed since we began assigning them two
weeks ago, although some of the investigators have given Tanya Topka the quick summary update we
asked for.

We need these IDls just as soon as you can get them completed. As | check the status of these in IFS, few
have any investigator progress comments so it is a little difficult to offer assistance, but in some cases we
are waiting on official reports, etc. Please let the investigators know that if they run into any roadblocks, I'm
more than willing to assist in any way possible. '

Some of these IDIs have 45 day target dates-- this just isn't going to work if we want these field
investigations to impact any corrective action that might be being considered. | know there are many
obstacles... but what can we do to get these completed IDIs very, very quickly?

Dennis

696
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 11:27 AM

To: Ault, Eric B.; Nava, Frank J.

Cc: Cave, Carol J.; Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: Kite tube incidents '

Importance: High

Attachments: FW Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670062A - Tube kite.msg; FW Internet Form Complalnt Doc
#10670059A - Kite Tube.msg

We had two more very serious injury incidents (CA and IA) reported this morning. | am forwarding the
incident details so that you can have an investigator follow-up ASAP, today if possible. The actual DI
assignments will be made by EPI, no need to create duplicate a33|gnments in IFS.

Can we contact the consumers or family by telephone and obtain the following:

~» What model were they on (Wego Kite Tube or the Manta Ray from Sevylor’?)
« Where/when did they purchase the product?
« What was their understanding of the warnings (did they read them) and the danger involved?

Confirm reporting regarding the following:
o Age of victim and how much experience they had with product before injury

Location of incident

Speed of boat at time of incident
Summary of accident scenario
injuries

Please email Tanya Topka, Robin Ingle and me with these details as soon as you can. Provide the
completed IDI as quickly as-is practical, but the above information will give Tanya enough to keep the case
moving.

A little more background: There are two known manufacturers we are currently aware of. The Wego Kite
Tube sells for approximately $500 and is made by Sportstuff Inc., 11213 E. Circle, #A, Omaha, NE, ph.
#402-592-9085. It is a circular red, yellow and black tube.

Call or email me if you have any questions and thanks for all your help.

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

&5
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Topka, Tanya L.

" From: , Ingle, Robin L.
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:20 PM
To: : Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #/0670156A

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 $:01 AM )

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670156A

07/09/2006 23:29:36

Name =
Address
City
State = M
Zip = 5533
Email =
Telephorie
Name of Victim =
Victim's Address
Victim's City
Victim's State =
Victim's Zip = 55331
Victim's Telephone =

Ee 2T =i

Incident Description: Sportstuff WEGO Flying tube becomes unstable dropping victim from
the air in an unpredictable manner causing injury.

Victim's age at time of incident = 18

Victim's sex = Male ‘

Date of incident = 6/7/2006 :

Product involved = Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube Product brand name/manufacturer =
Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Cir Suite A Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137 Product involved still
available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Flying Tube Date
product purchased = Jan 2006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ingle, Robin L.,
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:17 PM
To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670143A -- Sports Stuff Air Pump

Here's a new and different complaint about Sports Stuff.

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 9:01 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. :

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670143A

07/08/2006 13:27:33

Name = 2§
Address
city &
State = #§ I3
Zip = 55123 ,

Email = tiiishealiciuiiey
Telephone =%
Name of Victim
Victim's Address My N N m ' s Cd
Minnesota Victim's Zip = 55123 Victim's Telephone ;

Widctim's State =

Incident Descfiption: Operating air pump in deflation mode when pump head exploded. A
portion of the pump head struck victim's left eye causing loss of intra- ocular bleeding
" and complete logs of vision.

Victim's age at time of incident = 47

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 07/03/2006

Product involved = 2.5 psi Electric Pump Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff
Manufacturer street address = unknown - 1-888-814-8833 Place where manufactured (City and
State or Country) = Made in China Product involved still available = Yes Product model and
serial number, manufacture date = 2.5 psi electric pump; Model 57-1504; Date 0104 Date
product purchased = 2004 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only

49T



fbpka,Tanya L.

From: Schoem, Marc J.

Sent: . ~Monday, July 10, 2006 12:44 PM
To: . Topka, Tanya L. B
Subject: Fw: Tube Kiting Incident

hhkkhkkkkhkkhrhkk dhkikkkkkk

Marc J. Schoem

Deputy Director

Office of €ompliance and
Field Operations

301-504-7520 - work

240-638-6955 - cell

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

————— Original Message-----

From: Wolfson, Scott J.

To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J.
Sent: Mon Jul 10 11:45:27 2006
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident

FYI.

We really should get Tim McGraw's wife to be a spokesperson for our anti-kite tubing
message. :-) ’

From: Kroh, Mary A. _

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:33 AM

To: Wolfson, Scott J. ) )

Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety

There was an article in the latest People Magazine and his accident was mentioned. After
his mishap he could not get out of bed for a couple of days.

Mary

From: Wolfson, Scott J.

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:28 AM

To: Kroh, Mary A. )

Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety

No, we were not aware of that, but that is of great interest to us. Did you happen to see
a news story on it?

- | 6560
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Thank you.

From: Kroh, Mary A.
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:26 AM

To: Wolfson, Scott J. .
Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety

Are you aware that Tim McGraw the country music singer, recently had a tube kiting
accident?

Mary Kroh



Heads up - two KT cases on same lakec. ( . - 'Page. 1of3

Topka, Tanya L

From: Mele, Stephen V.

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 4:14 PM

To: Topka,,Tanya L.

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Heads up -- two KT cases ohsame lake - Update (060706HBB1616)

Attachments: Kite Tube Shoﬂ.mbg

I conducted an interview with the complainant/victim today at his office and also just completed a brief telephone interview wnth the
owner of the boat. | obtained the following information:

Victim's age: 40 YOM

Incident location: Raleigh, NC (Falls Lake)

The kite tube is a Wego brand kite tube. The victim provided a short video clip of the kite tube (taken a week or two prior to the
incident) which is attached to this email. The video confirms that this is a Wego kite tube. The victim was the only person on the
kite tube at the time of the incident.

He stated that the tow rope is 65 feet long that was the section where it was hooked up at the time of the incident. He and the - -
boat owner both said and that it came new with the new Kite tube that his friend (boat owner) purchased on ebay just before
memorial day week-end. The boat owner confirmed that the tow rope is 65 feet long and that there are 3 different sections on the
rope where it can be hooked onto the boat (at 45 feet, 55 feet or 65 feet). The victim stated that he had used this kite tube 2 or 3
times prior to-the incident (on Memorial day and on about 6/1 or 6/2). He has not used any other kite tube in the past, but he has
over 20 years experience being pulled by regular tubes. He also parasailed once. He stated that he couldn't get much off of the
water the previous times and that they believed that this was because the boat was not traveling fast enough.

The boat owner who was in the boat at the time of the incident stated that the boat was traveling between 29 - 31 mph at the time
of the incident. There was little or no wind. It took about this speed to get the victim lift out of the water. The victim weighed an
estimated 195 - 200 pounds at the time of the incident.

The victim was only on the kite tube for about 5 minutes when the incident occurred. The victim stated that the kite tube suddenly
went up in the air to about 6 feet and immediately flipped over toward the left side as it dove down toward the water. The boat
owner stated that the kite tube’s height was more like 3 to 4 feet off the water at the time of the incident. The victim is not sure
how he landed on the water (i.e. face up, face down, sideways, efc.), but he believes his foot was still in the kite tube and that it
struck the kite tube and the water when the crash occurred. He broke his ankle {Talus bone) and has 3 screws in it to repair it.
The boat owner is selling the kite tube again on ebay, but promised to take a photo of the labeling on the kite tube and email it to
me.

Steve

From: Mele, Stephen V.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:59 AM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Ault, Eric B.

Sub]ect' RE: Heads up -- two KT cases on same lake - Update

| spoke to Chris Huebner, NCWRC, He checked and they did not conduct an investigation of this incident, but they will do one
now. His investigator is in training and then on vacation, so their investigation may not begin for a few weeks. He will provide me
their report when completed. . ‘ v

fjust left a v0|ceman message for the complalnant ‘

Dennis, | asked Chris Huebner about the possibility of doing a search for other kite tube incidents. He said the kite tube wouldn't
likely show up in a search, but also added that he's been in his current position since August, 2005 and he reviews every boating
accident report (covering all of NC) that is prepared. He indicated that because these products are unique he'd remember if one
was mentioned in a previous report. These two incidents are the only ones he's aware of anywhere in NC and according to his
conversations with other officers and officials, the May incident was the first time they'd ever seen one of these products on the
lake

7/16/2006 | | | éé 2
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Steve

From: Blasius, Dennis R, .

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 9:16 AM

To: Ault, Eric B.; Mele, Stephen V.,

Subject: Heads up -- two KT cases on same lake

| believe Steve has the first incident, this is bélieved to be a second. Can he handle both?

Steve, | received the first report from Chris Huebner of the NC Wildlife Resources Commiss'io'n; fax the
request to # 919-707-0045 and tell him you need it right away.

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product -Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell #202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

----QOriginal Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L.
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670073A '

07/05/2006 13:01:05

Name =

City =
State

Telephone 5
Name of Victim =i
Victim's Address =
Victim's City =
Victim's State =
Victim's Zip =
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 feet off the water the tube twisted and dived
uncontrolably to the water. My right foot somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium scews to
be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks or so depending on the recovery.

Victim's age at time of incident = 40
Victim's sex = Male

" Date of incident = 6/08/06
Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address

7/10/2006 & 4 3
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= dont know Place where manufactured (City a\rfd State or Country) = don't know Product involvéd still available = No Product model and

serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube He is now selling it on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release
= Release name to the manufacturer and public
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Topka, Tanya L.
From: Blasius, Dennis R.
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006-2:58 PM
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.
Cc: Schoem, Marc J. _
Subject: Two more reports'attached from MN, three more will be coming from that state

Attachments: MN 063006.pdf; MN 070106.pdf

Not counting the Tower, MN victim case that was reported to us. That victim is reportedly in critical condition.

Dennis Blasius
. Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
"U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216
Fax # 262-650-1217
Cell # 202-595-4619
. dblasius@cpsc.gov

465
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Topka, -Tanya L.

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 3:26 PM

Toﬁ : Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: Two more reports attached from MN, three more will be coming from that state

Attachments: MN 070406.pdf

Unfortuna’tely yes. And, here's a third MN case that also just arrived.

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Fri 7/7/2006 2:00 PM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: RE: Two more reports attached from MN, three more will be coming from that state

These are meant to be new reports, right?

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 2:58 PM.

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: Schoem, Marc J. .

Subject: Two more reports attached from MN, three more will be coming from that state

Not counting the Tower, MN victim case that was reported'to us. That victim is reportedly in critical condition.

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

(766
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Topka Tanya L.

From: Boyd, Mary Ellen
Sent: Tuesday, July 04, 2006 11:58 AM
~ To: Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County -

Attachments: DNR.doc; 7-3-06KiteTubeJournal and Courier Online - News.htm

Hi Tanya'here is a copy ofthe news story Eric refers to. Also the letter | sent to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources to
try to get their account. Don't know if John Lewis got the message and or if he was able to come up with anything more
immediate or not.” Hope you're having a good holiday!

From: Ault, Eric B.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 11:36 AM -

‘To: Lewis, Johnnie; Boyd, Mary Ellen

Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County

Is either one of you onduty today, and if so, could somebody call as requested and get some preliminary
details about the cited incident? Thanks.

From: Blasius, Dennis R,

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:26 AM

To: Ault, Eric B.; Poyer, Julie A.

Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County

Julie can we have sormeone make some calls regarding the kite tube incident mentioned and get back to
Tanya with a brief summary as soon as possible?

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

- From: Topka, Tanya L.
Sent: Mon 7/3/2006 10:03 AM
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Cc: Schoem, Marc J.
Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County

Robin actually I think it rhjght be what we are looking for. Go ahead and assign it.
Dennis can you have the field call about the incident listed half way through the news story about a rope from a kite tube getting stuck.
http://www. ]conlme com/apps/pbcs. dll/amcle?AID”20066070%O%10

Tanya Topka, Compliance Ofﬁcer
U.S. CPSC :
301-504-7594 . y

WWW.CPSC.gov ' é J? 3

7/6/2006 -
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Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:43 AM
To: Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County

You have been sent the following article from Robin Ingle as ‘a courtesy of the Journal and Courier (Lafayette-West Lafayette, IN).
"22 ticketed for boating violations in White County"

‘To view this article on The Journal and Courier Web site, go to:
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbes.dll/article? AID=2006607030310

The following is a short message from Robin Ingle:

There's a tube kite incident méntioned here, but I don't think it's the kind you want -- is it?

(7Y

7/6/2006


mailto:jconline@jounialandcQurier.com
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent:  Thursday, 'July 06, 2006 9:09 AM

To: ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: Heads up -- two KT cases on same lake

Steve Mele has the first one, I'll see if | can arrange for him to handle both

Dennis Blasius ' |
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,

Office of Compliance and Field Operations

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax #262-650-1217

Cell # 202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 7:22 AM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: Heads up -- two KT cases on same lake

This report, which I sent to you both yesterday (and is being assigned) occurred on Falls Lake, near Raleigh, NC. Note that we have another,
different case that occurred on the same lake. That incident is 060621HCC1594, which occurred on 5/20/07 and involved a male victim in his
20s. That case is still open -- I wonder if the official report will come from the same place? (in the 5/20 case, I think the NC Wildlife Resources
Commission was one of the agencies mentioned in the source doc).

Will the same investigator get both cases? I don't want to step on your toes, Dennis -- just wanted to give you a heads up.

Robin

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670073A - Kite Tube

From: Noble, Laura EW :

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L.
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670073A

07/05/2006 13:01:05

Zip = 27596 : & O )/
7/6/2006 - :
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Email = i
Telephone =
Name of Victin ks
Victim's Address =
Victim's City =
Victim's State =
Victim's Zip =
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 feet off the water the tube twisted and dived
uncontrolably to the water. My right foot somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium scews to
be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks or so depending on the recovery.

Victim's age at time of incident = 40

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/08/06

Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address
= don't know Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available = No Product model and
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release
= Release name to the manufacturer and public

7612006 3 | | . | é ?é |
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Wednésday, July 05, 2006 5:31. PM

To: ' Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0670073A - Kite Tube

Will assign as HBB.

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM

To: EH-FER :

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM :

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A

07/05/2006 13:01:05

Name = Jg
Address
City. =g
State ZHEisaTame
Zip = 27596
Email =
Telephone T
Name of Victimg
Victim's Addres
Victim's City
Victim's State
Victim's Zip =
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6
feet off the water the tube twisted and dived uncontrolably to the water. My right foot
somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium
scews to be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks
~or so depending on the recovery.

Victim's age at time of incident = 40

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/08/06

Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite
Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = don't know Place where manufactured (City
and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available = No Product model and
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it
on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and
public

i | 477



SN

Topka, Tanya L.

TN

From: . Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:31 PM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: ‘ FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0670072A - Kite Tube

Will assign as HBB.

----- Original Message-----

From: Topping, ‘John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM
To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----
From: Noble, Laura EW
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports;

Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A '

07/05/2006 12:14:41

Name = 27
Address
City =4

State =N o )
Bip = 02762 0 2
Email - ~ AR 2o i e ay-a 5 3 ; Y
Telephone =
Name of V1ct1m =
Victim's Address .
Victim's City
Victim's State = gl
Victim's Zip = 02093 T
Victim's Telephone ik

Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;

Incident Description il vos injured on. Saturday July 1, 2006 while on the Wego
Kite Tube. He has a broken femur, bruised ribs and has been in ICU since the.

Victim's age at time of incident = 24
Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7/1/2006

Product involved = Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego .

Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country)
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date

Release = Do not release name

Product involved still available =
Date product purchased = Name

7



Topka, Tanya L.

From: : Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:30 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

Will assign as HBB.

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:14 PM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:39 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. :

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A

07/05/2006 10:42:13

Name = s
Address
City = j
State = §
Zip = 21911
Email = 4
Telephone
. Name of Victim
Victim's Address
Victim's City =ukig
Victim's State .= Maryland
Victim's Zip = 21904
Victim's Telephone =4

Incident Description: Travelling 25 mph the tube abruptly flew 25feet in the air and.
ejected the victim off of the tube. The victim was coughing up blood and had to be flown
to a trauma center for evaluation.

~ Victim’'s age at time of incident = 19

Victim's sex = Male )

Date of incident = 6-11-06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product
model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 Name
Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public

©?77



RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #(V‘"60516A

Page 1 of 2

ST

Topka, TanyazL.

From: Hull, Robert
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM

To:

-Ross, Robin M,; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject:  060703HBB2656 Update

Importance: High

Robin/Tanya,

Here is what I have on the investigation (060703HBB2656) to this point:

Product: Tube Kite (Described as being 10 feet in diameter), Note: Product purchased and in possession of the
victim’s friend in Arkansas. Investigator is coordinating with and in the process of obtaining contact
information, purchase details, positive product identification, and pictures from the victim’s friend.
Manufacturer: Preliminary information indicates that the product Is a Wego/Sportstuff product.

Incident Date: June 18, 2006

Incident Location: Beaver Lake, Arkansas

Victim’s Age: 27-year-old Male :

Experience: None (Victim had no prior experience or training in regard to the product)

'Summagy of Incident and Injuries: A 27-year-old, Kansas City, MO, male was kite tubing with friends on a lake

in Arkansas. The consumer watched four other people in his party ride the kite tube approximately five times
each and then got onto the kite tube himself. The victim was on a kite tube being pulled by a boat at an
undetermined speed for less than 20 seconds when the kite tube lifted the victim approximately 15 to 25 feet into
the air and then took a violent downward turn, nosediving into. the lake. The victim was knocked unconscious.
He was transported to a local hospital emergency room where he was treated for cracked or dislocated ribs,
bruises to his lung, whiplash, and a bruised rear end. '

Note that the consumer does have video tape of the full incident. This consumer has agreed to prov1de a copy of the

tape.

Thanks,
' Bob Hull

From: Topka Tanya L

Sent:

Mon 7/3/2006 9:05 AM

To: Ault, Eric B.; Ingle, Robin L.
Cc: Blasius, DennlsR Schoem, Marc J.
- Subject: RE: Internet Form Complamt Doc #10660516A

Robin,

Please assign for completion asap. CBB priority if possible.

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer
U.S. CPSC

301-504-7594

WWW.CPSC.ZoV

From: Ault, Eric B.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006'10:04 AM

. To: Topka, Tanya L.

- Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A

FYI - in today's crop of Internet Complaints.

71612006 | | é 8 7
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RE: Internet Form Comp lint - Doc #(7"3460516A ( i Page 2 of 2

----~DriginaMessage-----

From: Irish, Cathleen A.

Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 4: 10 PM _

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L.
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A

06/30/2006 14:36:49

Telephone =

Name of Victim
Victim's Address =
Victim's City = §
Victim's Stat
Victim's Zip = 634
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: We tried the new Wego kite-tube on Sunday 06/18/06. After several (4 I think) people rode it first it was my turn. Each
had approximately 5 tries on it before I did. When I got on the tube my one and only ride lasted around 20 seconds. Soon after the kite-tube
caught air with me on it, it took me up to approximately 20 ft within approximately a few seconds. Just as it was hitting its peak it turned
downward violently. I was knocked unconscious and when'I came to, spit up quite a bit of blood. My injuries included a bruised lung and my
ribs had a severe injury, possibly cracked or dislocated. Other injuries include a hurt neck, back and a bad bruise on my back-side.

Victim's age at time of incident= 27

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 06/18/2006 . o )

Product involved = kite-tube approx 10ft in diameter Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego/Sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = ,
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, manufacture date
= Date product purchased = Name Release = Do not release name

7/6/2006 - é



“It's-sounds cc rny,”
says Hill of singing
alongside her guy.
“Butit’s really

incredible—soulful.”

and you walk in mine.”

“Ican’thelpit. I getready in 10 min-
utes. I'm a guy,” insists McGraw.

“We need a day where we switch....”
Hill begins. McGraw finishes her
thought: “Yeah, like Freaky Friday.”

One activity that crosses gender lines
isworking out. They travel with a spe-
cially equipped trailer. “I do Pilates,”
says Hill. “He has a weight workout.

_‘ _It’s basically scheduled within the day.”
“Although I haven’t done much,” he
adds, “since you tried to kill me!”

“Right,” she agrees.

Right? About two weeks earlier, Hill
explains, the family spent a few days
off at their place in the Bahamas, and
she was driving a boat that was pulling
McGraw, holding an innertube, up into
the air--“like four stories high,” she
says. Their account of the accident:

McGraw: “She was going way too fast.”

Hill: “You should never have gotten
on it! It had the skull with the bones
across the face. Not a good sign.”

McGraw: “I had a pretty hard crash.
I couldn’t get out of bed for two days.”

98 July 17,2006 PEOPLE

dream is to one day walk in your shoes,

TIM: “THEN SHE HAS
TODOALLTHE
DETAILS, COME IN
AND CLEAN UP MY
MESS. ..

TH A

Hill: “What did that sign say? ‘Don’t
go higher than you are afraid to fall.’”
Once again, he admits defeat. As he
said joking earlier, “I might as well own
up to whatever it is or was—make it
my fault, because it always is anyway.”
T LitttewenderHTat after many a con-
cert, while his wife hunkers down in
the bus to sleep, McGraw says he goes

“up front with the bus driver {to] watch
the road and listen to music....”
“...And talk guy talk,” says Hill.
“Well,” says McGraw, “everything else
behind that [bus] door is estrogen!” Not
that he minds, as evidenced by the lov-
ing look—and kiss—he gives his wife
during the finale of each concert, sit-
ting across from her strumming his gui-

* tar as they sing their duet “I Need You.”
“It’s completely calm and quiet,” she

says. “He catches his breath and I catch
mybreath and we're just staring at each
other...” It’s the only moment, she
admits, when she is sure not to “drift
away” from her role as sexy star-wife
to stressed-out mom: “I’ll look out.in
the crowd and see a kid and think, ‘Oh,
I forgot to put the clothes out for the
girls for bed?” Okay, so she’s not always
aromantic—and certainly never arock
chick with tattoos. But she has forgiven
her man his sins. “He’s a great daddy,”
says Hill. “Who cares about picking
clothes from off the floor?”

By Karen S. Schneider. Natasha Stoynoff

in Philadelphia D




C .

Topka, Tanya L.

From: - Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 9:13 AM
To: . Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Subject: ' RE: Tube Kiting Incident

“I,have obtained a photocopy of this article. It happened in the Bahamas. It clearly
describes (but doesn't name) a Wego kite tube, and refers to the "Don't go higher than
you're willing to fall" statement as well as to telltale markings on the Wego. It says he
fell from "like four stories high" and couldn't get out of bed for two days after.

Unfortunately, we can't assign it because it happened in the Bahamas.

-----Original Message-----

From: Topka, Tanya L. -
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 1:16 PM -
To: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer
U.s. CPSC

301-504-7594

WWw . CpSC.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Schoem, Marc J.

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 12:44 PM
To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: Fw: Tube Kiting Incident

LR R EE SR ESERE RS EEEEEEEE

Marc J. Schoem

Deputy Director :

Office of Compliance and
Field Operations

301-504-7520 - work

240-638-6955 - cell

Sent from my BlaékBerry Wireless Handheld

————— Original Message---3-
From: Wolfson, Scott J.
To: Vallese, Julie M.; Schoem, Marc J.
Sent: Mon Jul 10 11:45:27 2006
Subject: FW: Tube Kiting Incident

~

FYI.

We really should get Tim McGraw’s wife to be a spokespersoh for our anti-kite tubing
message. :-)



http://www.cpsc.gov

From: Kroh, Mary A.

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:33 AM

To: Wolfson, Scott J. ’

Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety

- There was an article in the latest People Magazine and his accident was mentioned. After
his mishap he could not get out of bed for a couple of days.

Mary

From: Wolfson, Scott J.

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:28 AM

To: Kroh, Mary A.

Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety

No, we were not aware of that, but that is of great interest to us. Did YOu happen to see
a news story on it? :

Thank you.

From: Kroh, Mary A.

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 11:26 AM

To: Wolfson, Scott J.

Subject: RE: CPSC Newslog 06-120: Recalls, Tube Kiting, Pool Safety, Bicycle Safety

Are you aware that Tim McGraw the country music singer, recently had a tube kiting
accident? : : '

Mary Kroh



" Topka, Tanya L.

::

From: Schoem, Marc J.

Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 8:59 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L. .

Subject: .FW: FW: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in Canada

Marc J. Schoem
Deputy Director
Office of Compliance and
Field Operations
301-504-7520 - phone
240-638-6955 - cell
————— Original Message-----
From: Mark Veitch [mailto:Mark Veitch@hc-sc.gc.cal
Sent: Friday, July 07, 2006 8: 09 AM
To: Schoem, Marc J.
Cc: Sandra Wright
Subject: Re: FW: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in Canada

Hi Marc;

I just got your message this morning. Thank you for the heads up on that
one. '

We have been investigating this product and I can give you the following

preliminary results, though it isn't much at this point. We have had

one report of an injury to date, and we have had some media inquiries

regarding the product. We have not found there to be any product defects

in this extreme sport product, though vyour findings and this most recent 1nc1dent in
Guelph will all go towards our response to this issue.

I have copied in: a couple of colleagues who are close to the issue.
Shannon Whittle (613-952-6260) would be the best contact to discuss the
investigation. I'll give you ‘a call in a couple of minutes, but I will
be out for the rest of the morning and be back in the afternoon.

Thanks.

Mark Veitch .

National Complianc¢ and Information Systems Division (NCISD) / Division de la conformité
nationale et des systémes d'information (DCNSI) Consumer Product Safety Bureau (CPSB) /
Bureau de la sécurité des produits de consommation (BSPC). Health Canada / Santé Canada
Tel: 613-952-5656 Fax: 613-952-9138 .

"Schoem, Marc J."
<MSchoem@cpsc.gov
>

2006-07-06 05:00
PM

R " To: - "Mark Veitch" <Mark Veitchehc-sc.gc.ca>

! '


mailto:Mark_Veitch@hc-sc.gc.ca
mailto:Mark_Veitch@hc-sc.gc.ca

| cc: . B

| Subject: FW: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in Canada

Mark,

I sent this to Sandra and understand she is out of the office. I will call you in a few
minutes to discuss. Thanks : :

Marc J. Schoem

Deputy Director

Office of Compliance and
Field Operations

301-504-7520 - phone

240-638-6955 - cell

————— Original Message-----

From:. Schoem, Marc J. .

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 4:07 PM

To: 'Sandra_ Wright@hc-sc.gc.ca'

Subject: Confidential - Fw: Kite tube death in canada

Sandra, see below email about a death in Canada involving a kité tube product. We are
aware of at least two other deaths in the U S and some .

37 injury incidents. Are you aware of these products? Are you investigating? We issued a
safety alert a week ago that you can find on our website to see the products in question.
If you or someone can call me on this I would appreciate speaking to you further. Thanks

Please keep this information confidential.
hkkkkhkhhkhkhhkhkhhdihk *rxkhxk

Marc J. Schoem

Deputy Director

Office of Compliance and
Field Operations

301-504-7520 - work

240-638-6955 - cell

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

————— Original Message-----

From: Vallese, Julie M. .

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Stern, Richard L.
Sent: Thu Jul 06 14:47:58 2006

Subject: Kite tube death in canada

Just got off the phone with a reporter in Guelph, Ontario. A man died on a kite tube on
Lake Belwood a day or two ago. :
In reading the article, alcohol may have played a role.

My computer is down so I can't attach the article but you can read it at
www .guelphmercury.com There will be a follow up article in tomorrow's edition.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

khkhkkhkkkdhhhkhkhhhkhkkhkkkhhhhhkhkhkihkkhhhkhhrhhkhhhhhhrrhhhdhrhhhordrhthrdk

Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this e-mail (and any
attachments) are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. _
| ‘ VRS


http://www.guelphmercury.com
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Topka, Tanya L.

- From: Stern, Richard L.
Sent: : Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:01 AM
To: ‘ Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #/0670069A - Kite Tube

LA E R ESEEE S S AL E RS EEEESEEESEREEEEEEEESEES RS R EREEEEEE]

Richard L. Stern

Assoclate Director ,

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
volice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

~----Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:14 PM

To: EH-FER '

Cc: Ingle, Robin L. .

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:39 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. :
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A

07/05/2006 10:42:13

Name = @
Address = "
City = i 3
State =dikIENEN-;.
Zip = 21911

Email = &
Telephone
Name of Victim
Victim's Address
Victim's City

Victim's State
Victim's Zip = 21904

Victim's Telephone =

Incideﬁﬁ Description: Travelling 25 mph the tube abruptly flew 25feet in the air and
ejected the victim off of the tube. The victim was coughing up blood and had to be flown
to a trauma center for evaluation. ' |

Victim's age at time of incident = 19

.Victim's sex = Male '

Date of incident = 6-11-06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube _

Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product
model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 Name
Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public

S Ve
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:01 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670072A - Kite Tube

L EEE S S SRS SRS R SRR E RS R RS S SRR AR RS EE SRR RS R R EE RN

Richard L. Stern

Associate Director

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
volice: 301-504-7620 :

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

‘Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM.

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670072A

07/05/2006 12:14:41

Email = kil
Telephone = .
Name of Victim
Victim's Address
Victim's City =
Victim's State =
Victim's Zip = 02093

Victim's Telephone = ¢

il

was injured on Saturday July 1, 2006 while on the Wego

Incident Description:, L
en femur, bruised ribs and has been in ICU since the.

Kite Tube. BHe has a br

Victim's age at time of incident = 24
Victim's sex = Male '
Date of incident = 7/1/2006

Product involved = Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego
Manufacturer street address = _ ,
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available =
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name
Release = Do not release name '


mailto:rstern@cpsc.gov

Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.
Sent: v ‘ Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:01 AM
To: ' Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670073A - Kite Tube

/

hkkkhkhkhkhhkkhhh Ak kA hkkhhk Ak hhhhhhhh ok kkhhhhkhkdkkddhh*

Richard L. Stern

Associate Director _ _ .
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620 : <
fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

-----0Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:23 PM

To: EH-FER ’

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670073A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670073A

07/05/2006~13:01:054

Name = i
Address .
City = §
State =% o B
Zip = 27596
Email = s
Telephone =%
Name of Victim =
Victim's Address
Victim's City =
Victim's State =
Victim's Zip =

Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6
feet off the water the tube twisted and dived uncontrolably to the water. My right foot
somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium
scews to be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks
or so depending on the recovery.

Victim's age at time of incident = 40

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/08/06 .

Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite
Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address = don't know Place where manufactured (City
and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available = No Product model and
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it
on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and

public
1 ’ _ Z27? e?
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c o (.
Topka, Tanya L '

From: Melee,v Stephen V.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:14 PM
To: " Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J. _

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)
Importance: High

ALERT: There was yet another kite tube incident in NC. It occurred on Lake Gaston, near the VA/NC border (my area
again). Chris Huebn er, NCVVRC has forwarded the below synapsis to me. He provided me with contact info. for the offical and will
give me a copy of the report when. he receives it, probably next week. I'll contact the responsible NCWRC official after lunch.

Could someone from headquarters create an assignment for me? It appears they are being assigned as HBB assignfnents,
right? . : :

Steve

Stephen V. Mele

U.S. CPSC

Raleigh/Durham Field Office
P.0. Box 52054

Durham, NC 27717

PH: (919) 403-0281

Fax: (775) 908-8050

email: smele@cpsc.gov

From: Huebner, Chris A. [mailto:chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org]
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:04 PM

To: Mele, Stephen V.

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident

For more info. Contact:
Captain Mark Bruton
252-443-3791

Captain Chris Huebner

Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator
NCWRC

1717 Mail Service Center

Raleigh NC 27699-1717

919-707-0030

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:31 AM
To: Huebnér, Chris A.

Cc: Freeman, Thomas E SAW

Subject: Re: Wego Kite Tube Accident

Chris,

Just had another on my desk on Lake Gaston.

A subject was pulling a female near Jimmy Creek on Lake Gaston and the tube

was off the water approximately 2 feet when they hit the main body of the

lake and the tube shot up approximately 10 feet and turned sideways and the _ »

female was slammed to water and knocked unconscious but was pulled from CO 7 D

7/7/2006
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FW Wego Kite Tube Accident ( : — Page 2 0f 3

water by occupants of boat and taken to hospita»where she was ok. I just

got this across my desk and made contact with the female boyfriend and
talked to him about this and he gave me this blow by blow report. If that
subject needs to call me about this I can talk to him. I'm sending this

boating accident report to Raleigh in Courier today. Let me know if you need
further on this.’

an

----- Original Message ----- »

From: "Huebner, Chris A." <chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org>
To: "Bruton, Mark H." <lukejack@earthlink net>

Cc: "Reams, John L." <reamsjl@earthlink.net>

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:52 AM

Subject: Wego Kite Tube Accident

> Mark,
>
> I have learned of a boatmg accident that occurred on Falls Lake on June
8th
>2006.
> .
> The accident involved a Wego Kite Tube. Got to this link to see one
> http://www sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml
> <http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml> This tube will
fly
> through the air after you get up to speed. It can reach heights up to 60
- > feet and apparently we have a couple on Falls Lake. The tube is a big
> concern at the moment with people getting killed and injured all over the
> country. This is the second accident at Falls reported. The first one was
a
> man that broke his femur after falling 20 feet. Jon Evans did that report.
> This one was reported to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and
> needs to be investigated. '
>
- > The CPSC is looking at taking some kind of action or warning people about
> the dangers of these tubes.
>
> Please have someone get in contact with this man and doa report. If
> possible we need to take pictures of the tube.
>
> The CPSC is using our reports to assist them with domg something about
> these tubes.
>

>
> The man involved was

> He fell off the tube and broke his ankle.

>

>

>

> ] know Jon is in training so he isn't available.

> v

> The man with CPSC is named Steve Mehli (I don't think that is spelled
.> correctly) and he has left a message with Jon about the other accident

72006 | | 9/ |
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FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident o Page 3 of 3

that . (

> Jon investigated. Could you make sure Jon contacts him back?
> v
> His number is 919-4-03-0281.

VVVVVVYVY

> Captain Chris Huebrer

> _ A
> Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator
>

>NCWRC

>

> 1717 Mail Service Center

>

> Raleigh NC 27699-1717

>

>919-707-0030

>

>

>

7/7/2006 . | 4 . : | @92
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) Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ingie, I‘?obin L.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:04 PM
To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: Ml kite tube incident

Will do.

From: Topka, Tanya L.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:22 AM
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Subject: MI kite tube incident

Can we get this one assigned? Mi kite tube incident It needs a document number.
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbes.dii/article?AID=/20060706/METRQ02/607060315/1050/SPORTS06

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer
UsS. CPSC

301-504-7594

WWW.CPSC.goV

693

7/7/2006
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Charles V. Tines / The Detroit News

Wllllams patrols Lake Orion and makes safety inspections of boaters and personal
watercraft on Wednesday.

Water accidents dampen festivities

Sheriff stresses boating and swimming safety after five major accidents over holiday
weekend.

Mike Martindale / The Detroit News

LAKE ORION -- Two near-drownings and
two paralyzing accidents over the long holiday
weekend have marine deputies preaching
water safety to anyone who will listen.

"All these incidents underscore the need for people to always keep safety in mind when
havmg fun," said Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard. "The two most common factors
in these tragedies is improper use of equipment or alcohol. We have to be diligent around water
because tragedies can happen in a second. You have to be sharp all the time."

The Oakland County Sheriff's Marine Division, which is responsible for 450 lakes, was
called out to five serious accidents since Saturday, including three on Tuesday

Among them: é 9%

On Tuesday, a 21-year- old University of Michigan senior from Plymouth Township was
7/7/2006 -
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with college friKcuds on Sylvan Lake when
he dove into 29 inches of water and suffered
spinal cord injuries. The man, a strong
swimmer who previously had participated in
triathlon events, is paralyzed. Alcohol was
involved.

On Tuesday, a 42-year-old Waterford
Township woman was hospitalized, also for
partial paralysis, after a kite tube accident on
Union Lake. Her husband was also treated
temporarily at an area hospital after he
attempted to rescue his wife.

On Tuesday, a 3-year-old boy was treated

at an area hospital after he wandered into
water at a Camp Dearborn beach, near
Milford, and was under water for a few
minutes. He was revived and reported in good
condition.

On Sunday, a 48-year-old man slipped on
a dock on Cass Lake and fell into the water
unconscious. He was rescued by a neighbor,
who performed resuscitation, and was treated
at an area hospital for injuries and released.
Alcohol was involved, investigators said.

On Saturday, an 11-year-old Cleveland
boy on a visit to the area was in a swimming
pool in Lathrup Village with other youths
when he apparently went under water and did
not resurface. The boy, who may have been
underwater for 15 minutes, remains
hospitalized on life support.

Oakland County has more than 82,000
registered watercraft. On Wednesday, Scott
Slagle, 45, of Lake Orion was given a surpris’e
spot safety inspection by deputies to ensure he
had the proper equipment on board his

Yamaha SR 230. Slagle was "boat legal" and

said he was glad to see the deputies out.

"Over the weekend, it was crazy out here,"
Slagle said. "Boats cutting off other boats.
Boaters coming too close to tubers. When
somebody falls off a tube, it only takes a
second to run over them with another boat; it's
not like you have brakes on these like a car."

Sgt. Dan Toth said there have also been
several boating accidents including a personal
watercraft accident on Lake Neva in White-
Lake Township in which the operator
slammed into an aluminum dock, and an
incident on Lake Orion when an intoxicated
boater who collided with another craft had to
be chased down by deputies.

Page 2 of 3
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Charles V. Tines / The Detroit News
Oakland County Sheriff's Marine Deputy
Milt Williams inspects Scott Slagle's boat to
ensure Slagle has the proper equipment
while he and his family are on Lake Orion.
"Over the weekend, it was crazy out here,”
says Slagle, 45, of Lake Orion. "Boats
cutting off other boats.” See full image

Safety tips
The Oakland County Sheriff's Office Marine Division
offers the following tips for boaters:

Know your craft.

Be weatherwise.

Bring extra gear you may need.

Tell someone where you're going, who is with
you, and how long you'll be away.

Ventilate after fueling.

Anchor from bow, not stern.

Always carry all required safety equipment,
including floatation devices for every passenger and
a fire extinguisher.

Take a safe boating course.

* Printer friendly version

P Comment on this story

P Send this story to a friend
P Get Home Delivery

L19

"I don't know if it's the economy, the hot humid weather or the holiday falling on a Tuesday,

7/7/2006


http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060706/METRO02/607060315/1050/SPORTS06

Water acmdents dampen festivities - 07/06/06 -The Detroit News Online -

Weblogf

Autos Blog

Photo Blog

Politics Blog
Bizarro News
Entertainment Blog
Travel Blog

Parent Blog

TV Blog

Recreation Blog
Newsmakers Blog
Sports Blog

Motor Sports Blog
Pistons Blog
Tigers Blog

NFL Blog

Red Wings Blog

~ Big 10 Blog

High School Sports
Bullard’s Pundit Blog
Terry Foster Sports
Tom Long Movies
Dan Mears Photoblog
RSS

Page 3 of 3

but our lakes secmed more congested with boaters th1s week," Toth said. "A lot of boaters
who normally might be going up north to cottages or campgrounds are staying closer to home.
It's putting more boats on our area lakes."

The kite tube accident concerns Toth and others. Kite tubes, relatively new and legal water
toys, are towed behind watercraft and can take riders up to 65 feet in the air. The U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission earlier this month issued warnings about their use after
two deaths and 12 serious injuries elsewhere involving the inflatable nylon saucer-shaped tube.
People have been seriously injured when abruptly dropping back down and slamming into the
water.

The federal group is investigating whether to pull kite tubes off the market.

They have been banned at some U.S. Army Corps of Engineers controlled lakes in Texas
and Utah following serious injuries in those states.

“You can reach Mike Martindale at (248) 647-7226 or mmartindale@detnews.com.
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Topka, Taﬁ)y—a L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: . Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:53 PM

To: ' Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0660516A - Kite-tube

\

hhkkhkhkhkhkhkhhk khhkkhkkhkhdhkdhhkhhhhhhhrhkhddrhhhkhhrdhkhrhrdxkx

Richard L. Stern

Assoclate Director _ )

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

- fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rsterne@cpsc.gov

s

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006.11:48 AM

To: EH-FER .

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A - Kite-tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Irish, Cathleen A. -

Sent: Friday, Junée 30, 2006 5:10 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A

06/30/2006 14:36:49

Name = Dwight W. Riney
Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave
City = Hannibal

State = Missouri

Zip = 63401

Email = drineyw@hotmail.com
Telephcne =

Name ‘of Victim = Dwight Riney
Victim's Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave
Victim's City = Hannibal
Victim's State = Missouri
Victim's Zip = 63401

Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: We tried the new Wego kite-tube on Sunday 06/18/06. After several
(4.1 think) people rode it first it was my turn. Each had approximately 5 tries on it
before I did. When I got on the tube my one and only ride lasted around 20 seconds. Soon
after the kite-tube caught air with me on it, it took me up to approximately 20 ft within
approximately a few seconds. Just as it was hitting its peak it turned downward
violently. I was knocked unconscious and when I came to, spit up quite a bit of blood.

My injuries included a bruised lung and my ribs had a severe injury, possibly cracked or
dislocated. Other injuries include a hurt neck, back and a bad bruise on my back-side.

Victim's age at time of incident = 27

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 06/18/2006 _

Product involved = kite-tube approx 10ft in diameter Product brand name/manufacturer =
Wego/Sportsstuff Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or
Country) = Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, manufacture

- N ik
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 3:13 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: . FwW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670059A - Kite Tube

dhkhkkhhrohhhddhhkhkh dhhhdhkhrkxdhhdhhhhhhhhhhhhrrdkrdrdhkdx

Richard L. Stern

"Associate Director ,

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10:52 AM

To: EH-FER :

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 8:55 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670059A

07/04/2006 16:06:41 .

Name =“James Dalziel

Address = 1364 Chestnut St.

City = Redding

State = California

Zip = 96001

Email = sensicale@egmail.com
Telephone = 530-524-9654

Name of Victim = James Dalziel
Victim's Address = 1364 Chestnut St.
Victim's City = Redding
Victim's State = California
Victim's Zip = 96001

Victim's Telephone = 530-524-9654

Incident Description: Slightly windy day with Wego Kit Tube on Whlskeytown Lake in
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area in Northern California.
Travelling about 35mph, kit tube caught a gust of air and reached a height of about 30 or
35ft. Remained stable for a few moments and then suddenly flipped over, I let go to fall
and started falling back towards the water. A gust of wind caught the kite tube and it
swung between me and the water and I landed on it then the water. I immediately felt pain
in my leg and thought maybe it was a dislocated hip. After a car ride to the ER, sitting
in the ER for 2 hours, and finally getting X-Rays I was told I'd broken my hip.
(Displaced Femoral Neck) which is a major trauma and I had to have surgery that same
night. (Surgery involved placing [3} 4" long bolts. into my hip) I'm not able to walk on
it for 3 months, after which point it will have healed, or it will not have healed
properly and I'll have to have another surgery with a full hip replacement. All of the
nurses and doctors were shocked that at 20 I'd broken my hip and said the force of the
impact must have been extreme. They checked for (but didn't find, luckily) internal

bleeding of my organs. _
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Victim's age at time of incident = 20

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/12/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube ~

Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir
Suite A Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE Product involved
still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube
Date product purchased = 6/1/06 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only
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Topka,TanQaL,

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: ' Wednesday, July 05, 2006 3:12 PM
To: Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0670062A - Tube kite

khkhkkkhkhkkkhkhhhhhkhk Ikhkhkhkdhhddhkdhkdrhdhkhkdhkhkhkhhkhkhhdirhhdtk

Richard. L. Stern

Agssociate Director -

Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620 '

fax: 301-504-0359

e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 10:56 AM

To: EH-FER

Cc: .Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Intexnet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062A - Tube kite

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 8:56 AM )

To: Emerging Hazarxds; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670062RA

07/04/2006 22:51:21

Name = Amanda Olderog

Address = 1210 Royal Oaks Drive
City = Davenport

State = Iowa

Zip = 52806

Email = amanda-olderog@mchsi.com
Telephone = 563-349-4252

Name. of Victim = Scott 0Olderog
Victim's Address = 3112 Summertree Ave
Victim's City = Bettendorf
Victim's State = Towa

Victim's Zip = 52722 ,
Victim's Telephone = 563-332-1455

Incident Description: My brother in law, Scott Olderog, was using a tube kite at
approximately 25 ft above water when he lost control (the tube turned in the

air) and lost grip. He fell to the water and was knocked unconscious for several minutes.
Luckily, two nurses were watching and helped (along with several others) to stabilize him
while we attempted to contact the ambulance. He is currently in the intensive care unit
for observation of a broken blood vessel in his brain. R

Victim's age at time of incident = 30
"Victim's sex = Male '

Date of incident = 7/4/06

Product involved = Tube kite

‘Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego
Manufacturer street address = unknown
Place where manufactured  (City and State or Country) = unknown Product involved still
.available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = unknown at this time

| 0]


mailto:rstern@cp.BC.gov
mailto:amanda-olderog@mchsi.com

(

N -
Date product purchased = on ebay, June 2006 Name Release = Release name to manufacturer
only



Heads up -- two KT cases on same lak?f : ( . Page 1 of 2

Toqpkab fanya L.

From: BIasuus Dennls R.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:47 AM

To: Mele, Stephen V.; Ault, Eric B.

Cc: Ingle; Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: Heads up -- two KT cases on same lake - Update

thanks Steve

From: Mele, Stephen V.

Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 9:58 AM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Ault, Eric B.

Subject: RE: Heads up -- two KT cases on same lake Update

| spoke to Chris Huebner, NCWRC, He checked and they did not conduct an investigation of this incident, but they will do one
now. His investigator is in training and then on vacation, so their investigation may not begin for a few weeks. He will provide me
their report when completed. .

| just left a voicemail message for the complainant.

Dennis, | asked Chris Huebner about the possibility of doing a search for other kite tube incidents. He said the kite tube wouldn't
likely show up in a search, but also added that he's been in his current position since August, 2005 and he reviews every boating
accident report (covering all of NC) that is prepared. He indicated that because these products are unique he'd remember if one
was mentioned in a previous report. These two incidents are the only ones he's aware of anywhere in NC and according to his
conversations with other officers and ofF cials, the May incident was the first time they'd ever seen one of these products on the
lake.

Steve

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 9:16 AM

To: Ault, Eric B.; Mele, Stephen V.

Subject: Heads up -- two KT cases on same lake

| believe Steve has the first incident, this is beliequ to be a second. Can he handle both?

Steve, | received the first report from Chris Huebner of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission; fax the
request to # 919-707-0045 and tell him you need it right away.

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
“Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202 595 4619

' ----Original Message----- )
From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 2:16 PM - % )7

7/7/2006



Heads up -- two KT cases on same lake- : (" Page 2 of 2

To: Emerging Hazards; InternetIncident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L.
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670073A

07/05/2006 13:01:05

Name = Iain Hamilton .
Address = 25 West Chase court
City = Youngsville

" State = North Carolina

Zip = 27596

Email = ihémiltonl@nc.rr.com
Telephone = 919 341 5981
Name of Victim = Iain Hamilton
Victim's Address =

Victim's City =

Victim's State =

Victim's Zip =

. Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 feet off the water the tube twisted and dived
uncontrolably to the water. My right foot somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle) I required 3 titanium scews to
be installed to repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks or so depending on the recovery.

Victim's age at time of incident =40

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/08/06

Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sportstuff Manufacturer street address
= don't know Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = don't know Product involved still available = No Product model and
serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it on ebay Date product purchased = Yes Name Release
= Release name to the manufacturer and public

744
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FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I/O670069A - Kite Tube ( Page 1 of 2

T“opk‘a, Tanya L.

7

From: Webb, Robert L.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:43 AM
To: Kohen, Beverly J.; Topka, Tanya L.
Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube
Importance: High

Incident involves the Wego Kite tube.

Victim- Henderson- is the brother of the complainant - Klawitter.

Victim - DOB: 09/16/1986; 5'11"; 170 pounds.

At the time of the incident victim was wearing a helmet and life vest. being pulled by a "bay liner boat with MD registration-
unknown number at this time. ;

Speed of the boat was about 25 mph. height of fall was about 25-30 feet to the water. Boat owned by Klawitter. Has the boat for a
couple of years.

Kite tube purchased for $500.00 via the inter-net from BOATTUBE.com and shipped via UPS on or about 05/22/2006.

Product comes with a muilti-colored rope for use in the form of 45 feet for beginners; 55 feet and the longest length of 65 feet as
per conversation with complainant. _

Compiainant saw the video on the inter- net and though this might be a "fun” thing to'do and have.

Only warning he could remember was "Go as high as you are willing to fall". Will check the tube out during interview meeting.

Victim was flown by helicopter from the accident site to local hospital where he was treated and released for a minor head
concussion.

Telephone interview with Klawitter this date. Meeting set for 7:00 AM in Maryland at his home to photograph the kite tube and to
obtain any documents that might be available. Victim lives with his parents in a nearby town. This was the first time use by the
victim of the kite tube. '

Any other areas of concern or concentration for the interview of 07/07/2006 77

From: Kohen, Beverly J.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:50 AM

To: Webb, Robert L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

From: Ault, Eric B.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 8:16 AM

To: Robinson, Pamela

Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670069A - Kite Tube

An IDI will be forthcoming from Epi on this incident, but we need to get started as soon as possible. Dennis
has sent details on areas of interest in this investigations which | forwarded earlier. Thanks. *

From: Blasius, Dennis R,

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 4:31 PM

To: Ault, Eric B.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

May show up in IFS as early as tomorrow, but we can get someone started on it in the meantime?

7/7/2006 | | 17 05
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FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I<047OO69A - Kite Tube ( Page 2 of 2
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From: Ingle, Robin. L.

Sent: Wed 7/5/2006 4:30 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

Will assign as HBB.

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:14 PM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

----- Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:39 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L.
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A

07/05/2006 10:42:13

Name = Daniel Klawitter

Address = 105 Turtleback Court

City = Rising Sun

State = Maryland .

Zip=21911

Email = danklaw(@yahoo.com
Telephone = 302-631-7393

Name of Victim = Richard Henderson III
Victim's Address = 1784 Jacob Tome HWY
Victim's City = Port Deposit ‘
Victim's State = Maryland

Victim's Zip = 21904

Victim's Telephone = 410-658-6059

Incident Description: Travelling 25 mph the tube abruptly flew 25feet in the air and ejected the victim off of the tube. The victim was coughing
up blood and had to be flown to a trauma center for evaluation. :

Victim's age at time of incident = 19
Victim's sex = Male
Date of incident = 6-11-06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 Name
Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public
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FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #1(0670072A Kite Tube ' Page 1 of 3

Topka, Tanya L.

From: Twitchell, Jason M.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 5:48 PM

To: Kessler, Charles R; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: JMT - Assign when into IFS Internet Form Complaint - Doc #16670072A - Kite Tube

| forgot to include that the boat speed at the time of the incident was estimated to be between 20 and 25 mph.

Jason Twitchell ,
Product Safety Investigator

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
P.O. Box 392

Shrewsbury, MA 01545

508-842-5304

jtwitchell@cpsc.gov

From: Twitchell, Jason M.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 5:43 PM

To: Kessler, Charles R; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: JMT - Assign when into IFS Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670072A - Kite Tube

Spoke with victim’s sister, Megan Kirby (22YOF), this afternoon by telephone. The victim purchased the approximately 12-foot
Wego Kite Tube online (website unknown) and received it Friday, June 30, 2006. According {o the sister, there were warnings on
the product and/or product literature that mentioned.you would be safe as long as you kept the speed below a specified m.p.h.
She stated that the victim had read the warning and had the impression that the product would be safe to operate.

The victim was a 24 YOM who had no prewous experience with this product. The victim lived with his parents on a small
lake in Wrentham, Massachusetts, where the incident occurred. His parents owned an inboard speed boat (hp unknown) and
one of the victim’s friends on the lake owned a similar type boat. :

The victim received the product in the mail on Friday 6/30, inflated it, and tried it out on the lake with two similar-aged friends. The
sister stated that they each took a turn for about 10 to 15 minutes each. One friend suffered a bloody nose from his ride and
another friend suffered a slight shoulder strain. The victim operated the kite tube without incident. The following day, July 1, 2006,
the victim went out on the lake with three different friends (ages between 21 and 24 YOMs). The sister wasn’t sure whose boat
they were using. At about 1 pm, the victim took a turn in the kite tube. He got into the tube in the middle of the lake. He
grabbed the handles and when the speed boat accelerated, he was lifted into.the air. The victim told his sister that he
was at a height-of about 25 feet for a few minutes when suddenly the wind must have caught the tube and caused it to tilt
and go down sideways. With the victim holding on to it, the tube apparently landed in the water sideways. Upon impact,
he reportedly bounced'a considerable distance away from the tube. When the boat circled around to the victim, he appeared
unresponsive and they thought that he was either in shock or unconscious. Two of his friends entered the water to rescue him.
They reported that the victim started to yell and scream. Concerned that he may have suffered a head or spinal injury they laid
him on the end platform of the boat, called 911, and transported him to shore. When they got to shore in about five minutes, the
ambulance was there. The EMS took some time to stabilize him and put his leg in traction before transporting him by ambulance
to Rhode Island Hospital in Providence, RI.

The victim suffered a broken femur in his right leg and bruised ribs. There was no head or spinal injury. The victim is
currently in intensive care due to complications involving bone marrow leaking into the blood which resulted in respiratory
difficulties and delay of surgery. Surgery to his leg is scheduled for Monday, July 10.

'm trying to arrange for an onsite to inspect the kite tube on Monday, July 10, 2006 at the parent’s house.

Jason Twitchell

Product Safety Investigator

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
P.O. Box 392 '

Shrewsbury, MA 01545 o /7047

7/7/2006
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Cottral, Bridgette D.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 4:38 PM

To: ’Topka,»Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Media Coverage Interest on Da\}enport, |A Tube Kite 7/4/06 Incident

FYI - my appt. with this family is in about 1 hour. I will send some feedback
to you tomorrow. '

Investigator Bridgette Cottral

US Consumer Product Safety Commission

Western Division, Davenport, IA Post

PO Box 595, Rapids City, IL 61278

309-523-2346, Fax 309-523-2394, Cell 563-650-0945

beottral@cpsc.gov WWW.CPSC.ZoV HOTLINE: 800-638-2772
"Saving Lives and Keeping Families Safe."

From: Cottral, Bridgette D.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:37 PM

To: Vallese, Julie M,

Cc: Ross, Robin M.: Nava, Frank J.

Subject: RE: Media Coverage Interest on Davenport, IA Tube Kite 7/4/06 Incident

Julie -

.I want to share some back ground info with you about this area. The location of
this incident was near Andalusia, IL on the Missigssippi River, which has many
damns north of St. Louis to Minneapolis area. The river above each damn is
like a large lake, and it draws lots of water sports all summer. Andalusia is
south of Davenport, which is one of 4 cities here called the “Quad Cities”
which includes 2 cities in Iowa (along with Bettendorf - where this victim
lives) and 2 cities in Illinois called Moline and Rock Island. The Mississippi
River separates the 2 states. There are about 4 damns within a 100 mile radius
- of the Quad Cities. Hope this background info helps you. '

Investigator Bridgette Cottral

. US Consumer Product Safety Commission

Western Division, Daven.pon; IA Post

PO Box 595, Rapids City, IL 61278

309-523-2346, Fax 309-523-2394, Cell 563-650-0945

beottral@cpse.gov WWW.CPSC, g0V HOTLINE: 800-638-2772
"Saving Lives and Keeping Families Safe.™

From: Cottral, Bridgette D.
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 2:48 PM
To: Vallese, Julie M,
" Cc: Ross, Robin M,; Nava, Frank J. ‘
Subject: Media Coverage Interest on Davenport, IA Tube Kite 7/4/06 Incident
Importance: High

Ref: Doc # I0670062A

Julie - £/u to my phone call -

7/7/2006 . - - | ; ’705/
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I was contacted by:

Cheri Bustos, Senior Director of Communications
Trinity Hospital

2701 17" Street

Rock Island, IL 61201

309-779-2979

bustosc@trinityqgc.com

She is interested in doing a media interview/press release to all local media
(TV/Print) ASAP on thig July 4th incident, which occurred here on the
Mississippi River. He was treated at this hospital and released after 1 day,
but has some brain/memory issues. She is trying to get the victim’s family to
go before the camera and asked for our assistance. I told her I would call you
and ask you to call her.

I have a-4:30 pm interview TODAY with the family and several witnesses who
include on of this (Trinity) Hospital’s Nurses who provided first aid on the
scene and may have saved the victim’s life.

Thanks for your help.
By the way, you looked “marvelous” on CNN the other day!

Investigator Bridgette Cottral

US Consumer Product Safety Commission

" Western Division, Davenport, IA Post

PO Box 595, Rapids City, IL 61278 .

309-523-2346, Fax 309-523-2394, Cell 563-650-0945

beottrali@cpsc.gov WWW.CPSC.E0V HOTLINE: 800-638-2772
"Saving Lives and Keeping Families Safe."

71712006 | | R ‘ /70?
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Kite tube death 1n canada

Topka, Tanya L. '

Page 1 ot 3

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06,2006 3:54 PM
To: Biasius, Dennis R,; Schoem, Marc J.
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: Kite tube death in canada

Here's the article Julie mentioned from Canada; in case you had a hard time locating it:

From the Guelph (Canada) Mércury: : _ ‘
Drowning leads to impaired boatirig chérge

THANA DHARMARAIJAH -

GUELPH (Jul 6, 2006)

A Bramptbn man has been charged with operating a motorboat while impaired following a drowning at Belwood Lake
near Fergus Tuesday.

Dennis Persaud, 40, also faces charges of driving while disqualified and failure to comply with his probation.
A bail hearing was scheduled for today at provincial court in Guelph.

Just after 8 p.m. Tuesday, 38-year-old.Glen Buttigiég of Caledon was on a kite tube being towed by a motorboat with
two men on board when the tube flipped and Buttigieg drowned, police report.

The inflatable tube "flies up to about 20 feet," Wellington OPP Constable Keith Robb said yesterday. "It was airborne
and it flipped over. He jumped from it into the water and went under."

Buttigieg, a horse trainer, had come to Belwood Lake with a group of friends. A couple of them had been filming from
another motorboat while Buttigieg was kite tubing, Robb said.

They jumped into the water to pull him to the shore, but he was pronounced dead at Groves Memorial Community
Hospital in Fergus.

An autopsy was performed yestérday to determine the cause of death, but the results were not available at press time.
Police seized both motorboats at the scene of Tuesday's drowning for further investigation.

Under new federal legislation, boaters face tough penaltjes for being under the influence of alcohol. -

These include losing their motor vehicle dri&er’s liceﬁce if they're convicted of impaired boating.

"It is an added punishment to deter people from drinking (and operating a boat)," Robb said.

Those charged with boating while intoxicated automatically lose their driver's licence for 90 days.

For a first conviction, a minimum year-long licence suspension is automatic.

7772006 | | | /7/ 0
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There's a three-year suspension for a sevwnd conviction.

Sindy Parsons, public education manager with the Lifesaving Society --an organization that certifies all Canadian
lifeguards -- said people need to think twice before getting behind the wheel of any vehicle, including a boat, while
-drunk.

"People think because it's aboat, it's different . . . but people's lives are at risk," she said.

Parsons said she doesn't believe people are becoming more irresponsible when it comes to water safety, but they are
becoming more aware of drowning incidents.

"Water is great fun but we need to be careful around it," she said. "Canadians love to enjoy the water in the summer,
but drowning is very quick and silent and you can drown in seconds."

People should remember to wear life-jackets, which will ensure they're kept above water in the event of an accident.

Last summer, three people -- a 40-year-old Kitchener man and two brothers, aged nine and seven, from Toronto --
drowned in a small quarry at the Belwood Lake conservation area.

Prior to those deaths, records show no one had drowned in that vicinity since 1996.

Dave Schultz, spokesperson for the Grand River Conservation Authority, said in response to last year's drowning, the
conservation authority started loaning out life-jackets, outfitted beaches with better signs, added buoy lines to show
where water is more than four feet deep, and emergency telephones.

However, in Tuesday's kite tubing death, the drowning occurred in circumstances that were beyond the conservation
authority's jurisdiction, Schultz said.

"In the lake, when peoplé are on boats, they're under the jurisdiction of federal and provincial laws."
Nancy Buttigieg, Glen Buttigieg's stepmother prior to a diyorce, was saddenéd by Tuesday's drowning.
"It's awful, absolutely awful," she said from her home in' Innisfil, Ont., her voice choking with emotion.
She said Buttigieg was known for his love of outdoor activities, and one of his passions was riding horses.

"He was an absolute natural,” she said, addlng it was a love he shared with his father, who trained thoroughbred horses
for a living.

Buttigieg had trained his own thoroughbred horses for several races at the Toronto's Woodbine Racetrack since at least
1992, Woodbine Entertamment spokesperson John Siscos said.

However, records showed a gap from 1995 to this year, when Buttigieg trained two horses.

One of the highlights of his career came in 1994 when Bronze Basque, a four-year-old chestnut gelding, won the Fair
Play Breeders' Cup.’

tdharmarajah@guelphmercury.com

From: Blasius, Dennis R.
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:26 PM

717/2006 | - | /7/ /



Kite tube death in canada ( Page 3 of 3

To: ‘:Scﬁoerrf," Marc J.; L e
Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.
Subject: FW: Kite tube deathin canada

Can we ask Canada to investigate this incident Marc?

From: Vallese, Julie M.

Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 1:47 PM A

To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dénnis R.; Stern, Richard L.-
Subject: Kite tube death in canada

Just got off the phone with a reporter in Guelph, Ontario. A man died on a kite tube on Lake Belwood a day or two ago.
In reading the article, alcohol may have played a role. '

My computer is down so I can't attach the article but you can read it at www.guelphmercury.com There will be a follow up article in
tomorrow's edition.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

772006 o i]/Q\


http://www.guelphmercury.com

Topka, Tanya L.

From: - Ault, Eric B. :

Sent: . Monday, July 03, 2006 10:47 A

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670024A

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 7:59 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. :

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670024A

07/02/2006 17:34:47

Name = Randy Kladivo

Address = 4553 Bradley Road

City = Tower

State = Minnesota

Zip = 55790

Email = shamrock7@frontiernet.net
Telephone = 218-753-5457

Name of Victim = Travis Kladivo
Victim's Address = 4553 Bradley ROad
Victim's City = Tower

Victim's State = Minnesota
Victim's Zip = 55790

Victim's Telephone = 218-753-5457

Incident Description: Wego Kite tube accident. Gust of wind caused lose of control.
Fall from 20' at approx 30 MPH

Victim's age at time of incident = 19

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/25/2006

Product involved = Wego Kite tube marketed by Sportsstuff Product brand name/manufacturer
= Sportsstuff Kite Tube Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle Suite A Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska Product involved still available
= Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = model 53-500 Date product
purchased = June 2006 Name Release = Do not release name


mailto:shamrock7@frontiernet.net

Topka, Tanya L.

From: ' Topka, Tanya L.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 11:04 AM

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Cc: Schoem, Marc J.

Subject: FW: 22 ticketed for boating V|olat10ns in White County

Robin actually I think it might be what we are looking for. Go ahead and assign it.
Dennis can you have the field call about the incident listed half way through the news
story about a rope from a kite tube getting stuck. '
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006607030310

‘

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer
U.s8. CpSC '
301-504-7594

WWW .CpSC.gov

----- Original Message-----

From: jconllne@journalandcourler com [mailto:jconline@journalandcourier.com]
Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:43 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: 22 ticketed for boating violations in White County

You have been sent the following article from Robin Ingle as a courtesy of the Journal and
Courier (Lafayette-West Lafayette, IN). .

"22 ticketed for boating viclations in White County"

To view this article on The Journal and Courier Web site, go to:
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006607030310
The following is a short message from Robin Ingle:

There's a tube kite incident mentioned here, but I don't think it's the kind you'want -~
is it


http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006607030310
http://www.cpsc.gov
mailto:jconlineOjournalandcourier.com
http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2

Topka,Taﬁyalﬂ

,
/,'\\
# \

From: : " Topka, TanyalL.

Sent: ' Monday, July 03, 2006 10:24 AM
To: Ingle, Robin L.

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670011A

A

Robin and Dennis same drill as before. Another-incident.

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer
U.S. CPSC

301-504-7594

WWW.CpSC. gQV

————— Original Message-----

From: Ault, Eric B. : .

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:22 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L. ) : ;
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670011A

Dropping like flies.

-----Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW S -
-Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 7:58 AM A
- To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports;.
" Hudnall, Maria L. - ' o Coh
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670011A

3

‘07/02/2006 13:49:14

Name = virginia wilson
Address = 1139 eaton cr 1F
City = castle rock

State = Colorado

Zip = 80104

Email = vwilson4x4@yahoo.com
.. Telephone = 3039071563

_ Name of Victim = same
Victim's Address =
Victim's City. =

Victim's State =

Victim's Zip =

Victim's Telephone =

Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;

Incident Description: I was riding a wego kite ﬁﬁbe when it suddenly and violently nose
dived into the water. The result was a splintered femur and I was in the hospital for 9

days : . N , ey

Vietim's age at time of incident = 26
Victim's sex = Female

Date of incident = 06-11-06

Product involved = wego kite tube

Product. brand name/manufacturer = sportstuff Manufacturer street address = Place where

manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased

Release name to the manufacturer and public

= Yes Product
may 06 Name Release

715


http://www.cpsc.gov
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Topka TanyaL..
Sent: | Monday, July 03, 2006 10: 20 AM
To: Blasius, Dennis R. '

. Cer i SChoem Marc J: .

"Shvbject': ~  Canfield get started’? JU T R 5 B S

Attachments: FW Internet Form Complaint - Doc #IO670004A Krte Tube: msg, RE Internet Form Complaint - Doc
" #I0670001A - Kite Tube.msg; FW Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A.MSG A

Dennis,
,..These are all bein assngned CBB wrth a 15 day turn around Can you make Sure the fleld |s at least gettlng started on these and '
“making phidne calls? Thanks o

Tanya- Topka Cornphanoe Officer
U.S. CPSC -

. 301-504-7594

WWW.CpsC.gov

7/3/2006 | E | /7 / ’é


http://www.cpscgov

Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 9:58 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #IO670001A Kite Tube

-----Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 9:57 AM

To: EH-FER .

- Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complalnt - Doc #I0670001A - Kite Tube :

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 8:57 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670001A

07/02/2006 -19:44:53

Name of Health Care Professional = Sonja Navarro Address = Mecosta CO. ER City = big
rapids State = Michigan Zip = 49307 Email = SonjaN9ll@triton.net Telephone = 231-796-8691

Product  involved = Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer =

Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State) = Product model and serial number = Date product
purchased =

Incident Description: Patient on a Kite Tube, was up several feet in the air, kite flipped
and patient fell off, hitting head on water, sustaining loss of consciocusness for several
seconds. Awoke vomiting. CT scan is negative for bleed, CT C-spine is negative for
fracture. Diagnoses here in ER: vomiting, concussion with loss of consciousness, and
cervical neck strain. Injury occurred on Pretty Lake while visiting mother-in-law's at
15664 Jaeger Dr., Mecosta, MI.

Victim's age at time of incident= 35
Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7/2/2006

Name of Victim = Jennings, Shawn
Victim's Address = 723 W. Ridge Ct.
Vietim's City = Lake Orion
Victim's State = Michigan

Victim's Zip = 48359

Victim's Telephone = 248-214-1350

Product involved still available = Yes
Where product located = Aaron Pfau in Detroit, MI area

717


mailto:SonjaN911@triton.net

Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:07 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. .

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670004A - Kite Tube

And another one!

———-- Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:05 AM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 8:57 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. i

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670004A

07/01/2006 20:02:17

Name = Ryan Rescheske
Address = 2115 S. 94th St.

City = West Allis
State = Wisconsin

Zip = 53227

Email = macoy@wi.rr.com

Telephone = 4146513542
Name of Victim = same
Victim's Address =
Victim's City =
Victim's State =
Victim's Zip =
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I was on a KITE TUBE and broke my right leg. I was doing exactly
what i was instructed to do by the video, when i soared to uncontrolable heights and lost
control. I hit the water with such force that i broke my right femur just below my hip.

I have done some extinsive surgery, and reabilitation. along with more than 40,000 dollars
in medical expenses. I know i am not the first to do this. across the nation is just
lighting up with other kite tube injuries, even DEATH!

Victim's age at time of incident = 26

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 05-07-06

Product involved = Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego

Manufacturer street address = : ‘

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available =
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = Name Release
= Release name to manufacturer only S

s


mailto:macoy@wi.rr.com

Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ault, Eric B.

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2006 10:04 AM

To: : Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660516A

FYI - in today's crop of Internet Complaints.

————— Original Message-----

From: Irish, Cathleen A.

Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 4:10 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. . :

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660516A

06/30/2006 14:36:49

Name = Dwight W. Riney
Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave
City = Hannibal

State = Missouri

Zip = 63401

Email = drineyw@hotmail.com
Telephone =

Name of Victim = Dw1ght Rlney
Victim's Address = 10 Sunny Slope Ave
Victim's City = Hannibal
Victim's State = Missouri
Victim's Zip = 63401

Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: We tried the new Wego kite-tube on Sunday 06/18/06. After several
(4 I think) people rode it first it was my turn. Each had approximately 5 tries on it
before I did. Wheén I got on the tube my one and only ride lasted around 20 seconds. Soon
.after the kite-tube caught air with me on it, it took me up to approximately 20 £t within
approximately a few seconds. Just as it was hitting its peak it turned downward
violently. I was knocked unconscious and when I came to, spit up quite a bit of blood.

My injuries included a bruised lung and my ribs had a severe injury, possibly cracked or
dislocated. Other injuries include a hurt neck, back and a bad bruise on my back-side.

Victim's age at time of incident = 27

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 06/18/2006

Product involved = kite-tube approx 10ft in diameter Product brand name/manufacturer =
Wego/Sportsstuff Manufacturer stréet address = Place where manufactured (City and State or
Country) = Product involved still available = Product model and serial number, manufacture
date = Date product purchased = Name Release = Do not release name

7/


mailto:drineyw@hotmail.com

Topka, Tanya L.

From: . Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: ‘ Monday, July 03, 2006 9:24 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10660483A - Wego Kite Tube
Importance: High

- Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2006 8:33 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660483A

06/28/2006 19:50:36

Name = John Schreve

Address = 2848 Femrite Drive
City = Cottage Grove
State = Wisconsin ' ’
Zip = 53527

Email = jackyikes@aol.com
Telephone = 608-838-7749
Name of Victim = Greg
Victim's Address =

Victim's City = Delafield
Victim's State = Wisconsin
Victim's Zip =

Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I can give you more information in the next few days, or give you
other names that can. Greg, the friend of a friend, died of internal injuries after using
the Wego Kite Tube on Little St. Germain lake, in St. Germain, Wisconsin. He had a broken
clavicle, lacerated liver and spleen, and possibly other injuries. He died of a heart
attack, caused by the stress of the lacerated liver, which was bleeding profusely,
according to reports I received by voice, from a second party, reportedly after the
coroner's report. I want to make you aware of this DEATH since I saw a report that you
have just started an investigation into this inheritantly dangerous product. I hope you
can get it removed from the marketplace. The victim was only 2 to 6 feet off the ground,
yet still sustained significant bodily damage when the "kite tube" pummeled him into the
water.

Victim's age at time of incident = 44

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6-26-06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff, Inc. .

Manufacturer street address = 11213 "E" Circle (A) Omaha, NE 68137 Place where
manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available = Yes Product
model and serial number, manufacture date = Date product purchased = June 2006 Name
Release = Do not release name death = yes

740
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7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing("“"zident.' Union Lake, ML (" _ Page 1 of 1

Topka Tanya L.

From: Topka, Tanya L.

Sent: Tuesday, July 11,2006 9:12 AM

To: Ingle, Robin.L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI.

Attachments: 070506. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, Ml.pdf

Please assign normal priority can be telephone

Dennis, the investigators do not need to prowde me updates anymore. Marc is handling the negotlatlons with the firm and we
don’t really need the updates anymore.

Robin and Dennis after tomorrow you do not need to assign anymore of these idis just send me the document numbers so | can
keep track of all the reports coming in. Although if either of you really want to assign them you can. .

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer
U.S. CPSC

301-504-7594

WWW.CPSC.goV

From: Grundy, Michelle A. )

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2006 10:46 PM

To: Kohen, Beverly J.

~ Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Vece, John R.
Subject: 7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI.

This incident was reported tonight on my local news station. This IS a kite tubing accident.

Michelle

72/

7/11/2006


http://www.cpscgov

7/95/O6L3iWoman injured in kite tubing(‘“‘ ~ident. Union Lake, MI.

* Topka, Tanyal,

Page 1 of 1

From:
Sent:
To:

- Ce:
‘Subject:

Grundy, Michelle A.
Monday, July 10, 2006 10:46 PM
<ohen, Beverly J.

. Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Vece, John R.

7/05/06. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI.

Attachments: 0 70506. Woman injured in kite tubing accident. Union Lake, MI.pdf

-This incident was reported tonight on my local news station. This IS a kite tubihg accident.

Michelle

7/11/2006

722
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Topka, Tanyal.

From: ) Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 4:09 PM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L

Cc: Spitler, Virginia R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670180A - Kitetube

————— Original Message-----

From: Toppirg, John C.

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 3:44 PM

To: EH-FER o

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet: Form Complaint - Doc #I0670180A - Kitetube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW )

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2006 8:22 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Marxria L. ’

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670180A

07/10/2006 20:11:03

Name /i

Address
City
State

Telephone
Name of Victim =

Victim's Address glctim's State =

Incident Description: While using the Wego Kitetube Tyler was violently thrown into the
water from an estimated height of 15 to 20 feet the boat speed was approximately 15 mph.
He landed on his back and was unable to respond for approximately 30 to 45 seconds. He
was unable to stand and was in very severe pain. We took him to the emergency room of our
local hospitel and x-rays and CT scan and lab work. He did have blood in his urine and
all other tests came back normal. He had very large bruses on his lower back from the
impact. I believe that the speed of the boat in thier demonstration video in excess of
the speed they recomend for the Kite tube. He was unable to get out of bed for 36 hours
and after that amount of time he started to feel better. He still has some discomfort in
his left rib area and lower back pain. We watched and followed the manufacturers DVD.
This product is very unsafe and even on calm days without a gust of wind is very
unpredictable. We are very thankful that Tyler is doing as well as he is but I fear for
the people who purchase and use this kitetube not knowing the dangers that_lt presents.

If a;y further information is needed from us feel free to contact me 3§ o

Home 4 Thank-you for your help. Regards
Victim's age at time of incident = 15

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6-27-06

Product involved = Wego Kitetube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego -
Manufacturer street address = Sportstuff Inc. 11213 E Circle Suite A Omaha, NE 68137
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Product involved still available =
Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased =

| 724
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06-24-06 Name Release = Reléa;e name to manufacturer only
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EW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube — Page 1 of 3
N ) { .

Topka, Tanya L.

From: Glogowski, Henry P.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 2:49 PM

To:  Webb, Robert L.

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

Good job Bob

From: Webb, Robert L.

Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 2:39 PM

To: Glogowski, Henry P.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

FYl
Have spoken with Dennis.
Will write up after meeting with complainant

From: Webb, Robert L.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:43 AM

To: Kohen, Beverly J.; Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: RE: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A Kite Tube
Importance: High

Incident involves the Wego Kite tube. :

Victim- Henderson- is the brother of the complainant - K!awntter

Victim - DOB: 09/16/1986; 511", 170 pounds.

At the time of the incident victim was wearing a helmet and life vest. being pulled by a "bay Imer boat with MD registration-
unknown number at this time.

Speed of the boat was about 25 mph. height of fall was about 25-30 feet to the water. Boat owned by Klawitter. Has the boat for a
couple of years.

Kite tube purchased for $500.00 via the inter-net from BOATTUBE.com and shipped via UPS on or about 05/22/2006.

Product comes with a multi-colored rope for use in the form of 45 feet for beginners; 55 feet and the longest length of 65 feet as
_per conversation with complainant.

Complainant saw the video on the inter- net and though this might be a "fun” thing to do and have.

Only warning he could remember was "Go as high as you are willing to fall". Will check-the tube out during interview meeting.

Victim was flown by helicopter from the accident sité to local hospital where he was treated and released for a minor head
concussion. .

Telephone interview with Klawitter this date. Meeting set for 7:00 AM in Maryland at his home to photograph the kite tube and to
obtain any documents that might be available. Victim lives with his parents in a nearby town. This was the first time use by the
victim of the kite tube.

Any other areas of concern or concentration for the interview of 07/07/2006 ??

From: Kohen, Beverly J.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:50 AM

To: Webb, Robert L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

7/7/2006


http://BOATTUBE.com

FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10A70069A - Kite Tube Page 2 of 3
[\

- C

From: Ault, Eric B. »

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 8:16 AM

To: Robinson, Pamela

Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

An IDI will be forthcomihg from Epi on this incident, but we need to get started as soon as possible. Dennis
has sent details on areas of interest in this investigations which | forwarded earlier. Thanks.

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 4:31 PM

To: Ault, Eric B.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

May show up in IFS as early as tomdrrow, but we can get someone started on it in the meantime?

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Wed 7/5/2006 4:30 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

Will assign as HBB.

. -----QOriginal Message-----
From: Topping, John C.
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 5:14 PM
To: EH-FER
Cc: Ingle, Robin L.
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A - Kite Tube

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2006 12:39 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.; Hudnall, Maria L.
Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670069A

07/05/2006 10:42:13

Name =@
Address '

Telephone ¥
Name of Victim
Victim's Address 4
Victim's City %
Victim's State D
Victim's Zip = 21904

Victim's Telephon®#

N2

7/7/2006 -



EW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I;“70069A Kite Tube . o Page 3 of 3

Incident Description: Travelling 25 mph the tube- abruptly flew 25feet in the air and ejected the viciim off of the tube. The victim was coughing
up blood and had to be flown to a trauma center for evaluation.

Victim's age at time of incident = 19
Victim's sex = Male
Date of incident = 6-11-06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube _

Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff Manufacturer street address = Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000 Date product purchased = 6-1-2006 Name
Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public

25

7/7/2006



Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ault, Eric B.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:40 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670098A

Another one for you guys to assign.

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:28 AM

To: Emerging Hazazrds; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
"Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Intexnet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670098A

07/06/2006 10:11:28

Name = #
Address i
34681 Email =
- ictim's Address . N b
"Florida Victim's Zip = 34681 Victim's Telephone

ity rystal beach State = Florld Zl

4

Incident Description: The Sports Stuff Wego Kite Tube is a very hazardous sporting device
that should be pulled from the market. While it was given the 2006

Sports Manufacturer Product of the Year, it will kill people that want to have fun with.
their towable "toy".

http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/

I am a very active 42 year old and have tried many different sports: wake boarding, water
skiing, inter tubing, wind surfing, kite board sailing, snow boarding, snow skiing, knee
boarding, barefooting, parasailing, and others. I have never come across a product that I
thought could kill me until my recent incident with the Wego Kite Tube. T ask for your
help in getting this device off the market. Since my accident I have heard a boat dealer
in Columbus OH sent his tubes back because someone died on it in Texas. I wish I had
known. Here is the article link of the death. http://www.kfdml. com/englne pl'>
station=kfdmgid=14598&template=breakoutlocal .html

Here are a few photos from my smack down on the Kite Tube Saturday 7/1/06. After flying
the but 25-30 feet in 'the air, it inverted and whipped me into the water as we were going
40mph. Luckily, I curled into a ball and have a lot of extra padding in my butt. I was
knocked u c1ous and floating face down until I was pulled out of the water by the
driver # I am fine, with some bruising,

2 broken and a punctured lung. All will heal. I am sendlng the tube back. It
certainly wasn't stable when it was flying. Of all the sports I have tried, this was the
most dangerous and is going to kill someone. Luckily, it wasn't my time...

I want to get the word out that this will kill people and it is not a toy for children

Victim's age at time of incident = 42

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7/1/2006

Product involved = wego kite tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = sports stuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 e.
circle suite a Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = omaha, ne 68137
Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
wego kite tube towable Date product purchased = 6/20/2006 Name Release = Release name to
the manufacturer and public
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Autt, Eric B.

Sent: - Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:34 PM

To: ' Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #10670090A

I don't remember seeing this one before. I assume you will have it assigned.

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 7:50 AM »

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L.

Subject: Intexnet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670090A

07/05/2006 21:00:28

Telephone =
Name of VictiIm =
Victim's Address =
Victim's City =
Victim's State =
Victim's Zip =
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I was using the kite tube for the first time. I was using the
shortest rope. The boat was traveling about 30mph and the tube was popping up and down out
of the water. The last few times I felt the kite was kind of wobbly so I tried to keep the
kite from lifting. I then remember lifting again and kind of coming down towards the left
a little. The rest I am amnestic to but my family states after that time a sudden gust of
wind picked the kite up 10-15 feet and then flipped over and slammed back down into the
water. They said it happened so fast there was no time to do anything to keep it from
happening. I am sure I must have lost consciousness, however when they got back to me I
was awake and dazed. I remained confused for about 20 minutes they said. I only remember
bits and pieces surrounding that time. I did go to the hospital because I had a bad .
headache and shoulder pain and abdominal pain. There were no serious injuries found. So
basically it resulted in a concussion, the left. side of my face and my left clavcle was
swollen but not broken. I had a hematoma to my left scapula. I did not have any abdominal
injuries on the cat scan, but definitely have a strained muscle. And last, my left breast
is numb. I spent the entire next day with a severe headache, bouts of nausea and endless
tiredness and muscle aches. Of course it is only 2 days since the crash, and hopefully I
will make a full recovery.

Victim's age at time of incident = 31

Victim's sex = Female

Date of incident = 7/3/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff Manufacturer street address = unk Place
where manufactured (City and State or Country) = unf Product involved still available = No
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = unk Date product purchased = unk Name
Release = Do not release name ' : :
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- Topka, Tanya L.

From: Blasius, DennisR.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 3:26 PM

To: Ault, Eric B.; Nava, Frank J.

Cc: Cave, Carol J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Schoem, Marc J.
Subject: Kite tube investigations update ‘

Thank you to everyonein the Field who has been involved in the investigations concerning kite-tube
products. At this point we have upwards of 30 on-site, priority IDIs assigned. The information from these in-
person interviews has proved quite valuable and has allowed critical information to be obtained about the
products involved.

Unfortunately CPSC is learning of additional injury incidents. For assignments assigned after 7/06/06
involving Wego Kite Tube products, we no longer need copies of the owner's manuals, instructions, or other
warning information to be included in the investigative report. We will require one photo of the Wego product
(if the unit is still available) to confirm the manufacturer; the consumer may provide this.

Timeliness is still critical in this rapidly progressing inquiry. We need the completed investigative reports as
soon as reasonably possible. Investigations assigned after 7/06 do not need to be conducted on-site if we
can get all relevant information requested in the assignment message from a combination of the official
reports and telephone interviews. Investigators will must decide on a case-by-case basis if they need to
follow-up their initial telephone interviews with the victims, boat operators, spotters, law enforcement or other
witnesses with any in-person interviews. If in doubt, the Investigator should consult WIth their supervisor or
Tanya Topka (or me.) .

If the product/manufac.turer involved is not known or involves a pro'duct other than the Wego Kite Tube,
-please conduct a full on-site investigation and carefully document the product.

One note: Please obtain the exact length of the tow rope being utilized to pull the kite tube-like product at
the time of the incident, regardless of brand name or manufacturer. :

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell #202 595-4619 .
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Mele, Stephen V.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:52 PM

To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.

Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)

Here are some more details for this to be assigned.

Incident location: near Roanoke Rapids, NC (where Jlmmy Creek connects with main body of Lake Gaston).
Date of incident: 6/17/06

Also note that no photos were taken by NCWRC.

Stephen V. Mele

U.S. CPSC

Raleigh/Durnam Field Office
P.O. Box 52054

Durham, NC 27717

PH: (919) 403-0281 .

Fax: (775) 908-8050

email: smele@cpsc.gov

" From: Mele, Stephen V.

Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:14 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW.ONE! (Lake Gaston)

‘ALERT: There was yet another kite tube incident in NC. It occurred on Lake Gaston, near the VA/NC border (my area
again). Chris Huebner, NCWRC has forwarded the below synapsis to me. He provided me with contact info. for the offical and will
give me a copy of the report when he receives it, probably next week. I'll contact the responsible NCWRC official after lunch.

Could someone from headquarters create an assignment for me? It appears they are being assigned as HBB assignments,
right?

Steve

Stephen V. Mele

U.S. CPSC

" Raleigh/Durham Field Ofﬂce
P.O. Box 52054

Durham, NC 27717

PH: (919) 403-0281

71712006 | | 1732



FW: Wego Kite T'ube Aecident ( .

Fax: (775)'908-8050
email: smele@cpsc.gov
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From: Huebner, Chris A. [ mailto:chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org]
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:04 PM

To: Mele, Stephen V.,

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident

For more info. Contact:
Captain Mark Bruton
252-443-3791

Captain Chris Huebner

Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator
NCWRC

1717 Mail Service Center

Raleigh NC 27699-1717

919-707-0030

----- ‘Original Message-----

From: Mark H. Bruton [mailto:fukejack@earthlink. net]
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:31 AM

To: Huebner, Chris A. .

Cc: Freeman, Thomas E SAW

Subject: Re: Wego Kite Tube Accident

Chris,

Just had another on my desk on Lake VGaston.

A subject was pulling a female near Jimmy Creek on Lake Gaston and the tube

was off the water approximately 2 feet when they hit the main body of the
lake and the tube shot up approximately 10 feet and turned sideways and the

_ female was slammed to water and knocked unconscious but was pulled from
water by occupants of boat and taken to hospital where she was ok. I just

got this across my desk and made contact with the female boyfriend and
talked to him about this and he gave me this blow by blow report. If that
subject needs to’call me about this I can talk to him. I'm sending this

boating accident report to Raleigh in Courier today. Let me know if you need
further on'this.

----- Original Message ----- )

From: "Huebner, Chris A." <chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org>
To: "Bruton, Mark H." <lukejack@earthlink.net>

Cc: "Reams, John L." <reamsjl@earthlink net>

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:52 AM

Subject: Wego Kite Tube Accident

> Mark,

>

> I have learned of a boating accident that occurred on Falls Lake on June
8th

> 2006.

> . .

> The accident involved a Wego Kite Tube. Got to this link to see one

> http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml

> <http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wegofindex.shtml> This tube will
fly

> through the air after you get up to speed. It can reach heights up to 60

> feet and apparently we have a couple on Falls Lake. The tube is a big

> concern at the moment with people getting killed and mjured all over the
> country. This is the second accident at Falls reported. The first one was

7/7/2006 -
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a - -
> man that broke his femur after falling 20 feet. Jon Evans did that report.

> This one was reported to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and
> needs to be investigated.

> .

> The CPSC is looking at taking some kind of action or warning people about

> the dangers of these tubes.

>

> Please have someone get in contact with this man and do a report. If

> possible we need to take pictures of the tube.

>

> The CPSC is using, our reporis to assist them with doing something about

> these tubes.
>

>
> The man involved was

> 1 know Jon is in training so he isn't available.

i The man with CPSC is named Steve Mehli (1 doﬁ’t think that is spelled
> correctly) and he has left a message with Jon about the other accident
t>hz;:>n.inve:stigated. Could you make sure Jon contacts him back?

Z His number is 919-403-0281.

>

VVVYVVYV

> Captain Chris Huebner

>

> Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator
>

>NCWRC

>

> 1717 Mail Service Center
>

> Raleigh NC 27699-1717
> .
>919-707-0030

>

>

>

7/7/2006
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Re: Kite tube complaint (I0670073A) o Page 1 of 2
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fbpka; Tanya L.

From: Mele, StephenV.

Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 1:11 PM

To: Biasius, Dennis R.; Ault, Eric B.; Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: FW: Kite tube complaint (10670073A) Update

This is a flup email from the complainant (2nd incident on Falls Lake, Raleigh, NC). FYI - I'm meeting the victim at his office
tomorrow at noon. He believes the tube has already been sold on ebay, but he'll email me a picture of the kite tube from an
earlier video. He has no photos or video from the incident itself. '

Steve

Stephen V. Mele

U.S. CPSC

Raleigh/Durham Field Office
P.O. Box 52054

Durham, NC 27717

PH: (919) 403-0281

Fax: (775) 908-8050

email: smele@cpsc.gov

From: ihamiltonl@nc.rr.com [mailto:ihamilton1@nc.rr.com]
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:31 PM .
To: Mele, Stephen V.

Subject: Re: Kite tube complaint (I0670073A)

Steve,

: -
Thank you for the quick response. My friend has the tube for sale on
ebay, closing tomorrow. He has email details to prove he bought the
tube. We have some video of the particular tube, would that help?

As for what happened I'll call you this afternoon.

----- Original Message -----

From: "Mele, Stephen V." <SMele@cpsc.gov>
Date: Thursday, July 6, 2006 11:29 am
Subject: Kite tube complaint (10670073A)

To: ihamiltonl@nc.rr.com

>
>
> Dear MR-
Z .
> My name is Steve Mele and I'm a Product Safety Investigator with the
>TU.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. I'm contacting you to follow
> up on the complaint you submitted to the CPSC website regarding a kite
> tube incident you had with a Wego brand kite tube that occurred on
> FallsLake on 6/8/06. As you are probably aware, the CPSC has
> jurisdictionover many different types of consumer products.
>
> This product area is currently a high priority with CPSC since kite
> tubes are a new product and there have been a number of recent
> publicized injuries throughout the country involving kite tubes.
>We are ' '
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> fellowing up on the incidents we are aware of 10 try to get as much
> detail as possible about how the incident occurred and to document the
> product information on the individual kite tube involved in the

> incident. I'd like to arrange an appointment with you to discuss your
> incident and, if possible, to examine/photograph the kite tube

> that was :

> involved in the incident. This would be at a date and time of your

> convenience, but I would like to do it as soon as you are available,

> preferably within the next week.

>

> You may respond to this email or call me directly at (919) 403-0281.
>

> Thank You.

2 :

> Sincerely,

> .

> Stephen V. Mele

> Product Safety Investigator

>U.S. CPSC '

> Raleigh/Durham Field Office

>P.0. Box 52054

> Durham, NC 27717

> (919) 403-0281

> email: smele@cpsc.gov

>

>PS. Ialso left you a voicemail message this morning.

>

>

> *************************************************************

> Unless otherwise stated, any views or opinions expressed in this

> e-mail (and any attachments) are solely those of the author and do

> not necessarily represent those of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
> Commission. :

>

> Copies of product recall and product safety information can be sent
> to you automatically via Intemet e-mail, as they are released by

> CPSC. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this service go to the following
> web page: http://www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp

>

> st 3 sk ok ok sk ok sk ke ok sk ok ok 3K e ok 3K e e ok sk e Sk sk s ke sk Sk ok ok 3k ok 3K ook ok o sk st sk ok ok ke ok sk ok ok ok sk sk ok

- .

>

>
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fopka,Tan&aL.

From: Stern, Richard L.

Sent: : Thursday, July 06, 2006 1:00 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0670090A - Kite Tube

IEEE TR E RS SRR AS R RS ERE R AR ER R R R R SR EEEESEEEESEEEESEESS]

Richard L. Stern
Associate Director
Fuel, Electrical & Recreational Products U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
voice: 301-504-7620 '
fax: 301-504-0359
e:mail: rstern@cpsc.gov

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 1:00 PM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L. :

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670090A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW :

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 8:50 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. ‘

Subject : Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670090A

07/05/2006 21:00:28

Name =
Address
City =
State
Zip =
Email = 3
Telephone ”
Name of Victim =
~Victim's Address =
Victim's City =
Victim's State =
Victim's Zip =
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: I was using the kite tube for the first time. I was using the
shortest rope. The boat was traveling about 30mph and the tube was popping up and down out
of the water. The last few times I felt the kite was kind of wobbly so I tried to keep the
kite from lifting. I then remember lifting again and kind of coming down towards the left
a little. The rest I am amnestic to but my family states after that time a sudden gust of
wind picked the kite up 10-15 feet and then flipped over and slammed back down into the
water. They said it happened so fast there was no time to do anything to keep it from
happening. I am sure I must have lost consciousness, however when they got back to me I
was awake and dazed. I remained confused for about 20 minutes they said. I only remember
bits and pieces surrounding that time. I did go to the hospital because I had a bad
headache and shoulder pain and abdominal pain. There were no serious injuries found. So
basically it resulted in a concussion, the left side of my face and my left clavcle was
swollen but not broken. I had a hematoma to my left scapula. I did not have any abdominal
injuries on the cat scan, but definitely have a strained muscle. And last, my left breast
is numb. I spent the entire next day with a severe headache, bouts of nausea and endless
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‘tiredness and muscle aches. Ot course it is only 2 days since the crash, and hopefully I
"will make a full recovery.

Victim's age at time of incident = 31

Victim's sex = Female

Date of incident = 7/3/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sports Stuff -Manufacturer street address = unk Place
where manufactured (City and State or Country) = unf Product involved still available = No
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = unk Date product purchased = unk Name

Release = Do not release name
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’fopka,: Tanya: L.

From:' Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: : ' Thursday, July 06, 2006 1:16 PM
To: . Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: FW: Internet Form Compiaint - Doc #l0670098A - Kite tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 1:12 PM

To: EH-FER

Cc: .Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670098A - Kite tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW -

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:28 PM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. _ .

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0670098A

07/06/2006 10:11:28

crystal beach State = Florlda Zip =

) Name of Victim =yiiiemesiing

rystal beach Victim's State =

"Torida Victim's Zip =

Incident Description: The Sports Stuff Wego Kite Tube is a very hazardous sporting device
that should be pulled from the market. While it was given the 2006

Sports Manufacturer Product of the Year, it will kill people that want to have fun with
their towable "toy".

http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/

I am a very active 42 year old and have tried many different sports: wake boarding, water
skiing, inter tubing, wind surfing, kite board sailing, snow boarding, snow skiing, knee
boarding, barefooting, parasailing, and others. I have never come across a product that I
thought could kill me until my recent incident with the Wego Kite Tube. I ask for your
help in getting this device off the market. Since my accident I have heard a boat dealer
in Columbus OH sent his tubes back because someone died on it in Texas. I wish I had
known. Here is the article link of the death. http: //www kfdml.com/engine.pl?
station=kfdm&id=14598&template=breakoutlocal.html

Here are a few photos from my smack down on the Kite “Tube Saturday 7/1/06 After flying
the but 25-30 feet in the air, it inverted and whipped me into the water as we were going
40mph. Luckily,'I curled into a ball and have a lot of extra padding in my butt. I was
knocked unconscious and floating face down until I was pulled out of the water by the
Sy Jiit. I am fine, with some bruising,
2 broken ribs and a punctured lung. All will heal. I am sendlng the tube back. It
certainly wasn't stable when it was flying. Of all the sports I have tried, this was the
most dangerous and is going to kill someone. Luckily, it wasn't my time.

I want to get the word out that this will kill people and it is not a toy for children

Victim's age at time of incident = 42

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7/1/2006

Product involved = wego kite tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = sports stuff Manufacturer street address = 11213 e.
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circle suite a Place where manufactured (City and State or Coﬁﬁtfy) = omaha, ne 68137
‘Product involved still available = Yes Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
wego kite tube towable Date product purchased = 6/20/2006 Name Release = Release name to

the manufacturer and public
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- FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident [ Page 1 of 3
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quka, Tanya L

From: Blasius, Dennis R. _

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:21 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)

Steve Mele is trying to get more detail now

From: Mele, Stephen V.

Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 11:14 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)

ALERT: There was yet another kite tube incident in NC. It occurred on Lake Gaston, near the VA/NC border (my area
again). Chris Huebner, NCWRC has forwarded the below synapsis to me. He provided me with contact info. for the offical and will
give me a copy of the report when he receives it, probably next week. I'll contact the responsible NCWRC official after lunch.

- Could someone from headquarters create an assignment for me? It appears they are being assigned as HBB assignments,
right? ' ' ' '

Steve

“Stephen V. Mele
Us.CcPSC -
Raleigh/Durham Field Office
P.O. Box 52054
Durham, NC 27717
PH: (919) 403-0281
Fax: (775) 908-8050 !
email: smele@cpsc.gov '

From: Huebner, Chris A. [mailto:chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org]
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:04 PM ’
To: Mele, Stephen V..

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident

For more info. Contact:
Captain Mark Bruton
252-443-3791

Captain Chris Huebner

Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator
NCWRC

1717 Mail Service Center

Raleigh NC 27699-1717
919-707-0030

From: Mark H. Bruton [mailto:lukejack(@earthlink.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:31 AM

To: Huebner, Chris A.
Cc: Freeman, Thomas E SAW
Subject: Re: Wego Kite Tube Accident

Chris, | ' - | | ;7 &/
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AN

Just had another on my desk on Lake Gaston.
A subject was pulling a female near. Jimmy Creek on Lake Gaston and the tube
was off the water approximately 2 feet when they hit the main body of the
lake and the tube shot up approximately 10 feet and turned sideways and the
female was slammed to water and knocked unconscious but was pulled from
-water by occupants of boat and taken to hospital where she was ok. I just
got this across my desk and made contact with the female boyfriend and
talked to him about this and he gave me this blow by blow report. If that
subject needs to call me about this I can talk to him. I'm sending this
boating accident report to Raleigh in Courier today. Let me know if you need
further on this.

----- Original Message -----

From: "Huebner, Chris A." <chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org>
To: "Bruton, Mark H." <lukejack@earthlink.net>

Cc: "Reams, John L." <reamsjl@earthlink.net>

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 10:52 AM

Subject: Wego Kite Tube Accident

> Mark,

> .

> I have learned of a boating accident that occurred on Falls Lake on June
8th

> 2006.

> :

> The accident involved a Wego Kite Tube. Got to this link to see one

> http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml

> <http:/fwww.sportsstuff.cony/towables/wego/index.shtml> - This tube will
fly

> through the air after you get up to speed. It can reach heights up to 60

> feet and apparently we have a couple on Falls Lake. The tube'is a big

> concern at the moment with people getting killed and injured all over the
> country. This is the second accident at Falls reported. The first one was

a

> man that broke his femur after falling 20 feet. Jon Evans did that report.

> This one was reported to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and
> needs to be investigated.

>

> The CPSC is looking at taking some kmd of action or warning people about
> the dangers of these tubes.

>

> Please have someone get in contact with this man and do a report. If

> possible we need to take pictures of the tube.

>

> The CPSC is using our reports to assist them with doing somethmg about
> these tubes.

>

>

>
> The man involved was

> He fell off the tube and broke his ankle.
>

7/7/2006
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FW: Wego Kite Tube Aecident .

> ' N (,_,
- .

> ] know Jon is in training so he isn't available.

> .

> The'man with CPSC is named Steve Mehli (I don't think that is spelled '
> correctly) and he has left a message with Jon about the other accident
that

> Jon investigated. Could you make sure Jon contacts him back?
2 :
> His number is 919-403-028 1.
>

VVVYVVYV

> Captain Chris Huebner

>

> Hunter and Boating Safety Coordinator
> . ‘
>NCWRC

>

> 1717 Mail Service Center

>

> Raleigh NC 27699-1717

>

> 919-707-0030

>

>

>

7/7/2006
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FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident /,ﬂ.’, - Page 10of3

Topka, Tanya L.

From: Ault, Eric B.

-Sent:  Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:18 PM

To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.; Davidson, Verlene; Ingle, Robin L.
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)

Verlene - looks like they want HQ to assign all of these now. So please ignore my request below. Thanks.

" From: Ault, Eric B.
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:17 AM
To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.; Davidson, Verlene
Subject: RE: Wego Ktte Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)

Steve - We can just have Verlene Davidson do it from using this e-mail as the source document. Give it the
same priority as the other tube kite incidents. :

Verlene - please aSSlgn IDI to Helen s team. MIS 12165 Thanks

From: Mele Stephen V.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 11:14 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R

Cc: Kohen, Beverly J

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)
Importance: High

ALERT: There was yet another kite tube incident in NC. It occurred on Lake Gaston, near the VA/NC border (my area
again). Chris Huebner, NCWRC has forwarded the below synapsis to me. He provided me with contact info. for the offical and will
give me a copy of the report when he receives it, probably next week. I'll contact the responsible NCWRC official after lunch.

Could someone from headquarters create an assignment for me? It appears they are being assigned as HBB assignments,
right?

Ste\}e

Stephen V. Mele

U.S. CPSC

Raleigh/Durham Field Office
P.O. Box 52054

Durham, NC 27717

PH: (919) 403-0281

Fax: (775) 908-8050

email: smele@gcpsc.gov

From: Huebner, Chris A. [mailto:chris.huebner@ncwildlife.org]
Sent: Thu 7/6/2006 12:04 PM

To: Mele, Stephen V.

Subject: FW: Wego Kite Tube Accndent

For more info. Contact:
Captain Mark Bruton

71712006 i o | %% a
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FW: Wego Kite Tube Accident ( - Page | ot 4

Topka, Tanya L.

From: Mele, Stephen V.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 6:38 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)

Tanya,

| don't have an assignment number for this incident yet, but here is some more information | obtained.from a telephone interview
with the victim's fiancé who was also in the boat at the time of the incident.

Incident occurred on Lake Gaston (near Roanoke Rapids, NC). Victim is a 34 YOF. They do not have any photos of the incident.
He confirmed that it was a Wego kite tube and believed it was purchased new about a week before the incident from a retailer
near the lake along with the tow rope.

The boat was traveling about 25mph at the time of the incident and the 34 year old victim was riding alone on the kite tube. This .
was her first time using a kite tube. She was on it about 15 minutes mostly traveling only 2 or 3 feet above the water, when a
sudden gust of wind took the kite tube and the victim up to about 10 - 12 feet in the air where she suddenly lost control and
slammed down sideways onto the surface of the water. She has used a parasail once before and a regular tube a number of
times. The tow rope is estimated to be 20 - 30 feet long (I'll try to get exact info. from boat owner/operator).

Note: victim's fiancé stated that the kite tube appears to rock back and forth and become unstable when wind gets a hold of it and
drives it up in the air. He believes the maximum angle that could be achieved on this kite tube and tow rope is about 45 degrees.

I've left @ message for the boat operator who owns the boat and will try to get a photo of the kite tube and more specifics from him.
I'll also contact the victim tomorrow afternoon, but her fiancé said that as a result of being knocked unconscious {and not
breathing for one full minute) during the incident, she still doesn't remember much beyond first getting on the kite tube and after
she was back on the dock. The victim was kept overnight at the hospital for observation. She suffered a mild concussion as well
‘as contusions to her left side and shoulder.

I'l receive a copy of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission invest. report next week.

‘I have some more info from the victim's fiancé, but | believe this is all you require at this point.

Steve

From: Mele, Stephen V.

Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2006 12:52 PM

To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Cc: Kohen, Beverly J.

Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)

Here are some more details for this' to be assigned.

Incident location: near Roanoke Raplds NC (where Jimmy Creek connects with main body of Lake Gaston).
Date of incident: 6/17/06

Victim: 34 YOF

(boyfriend's number. M
ctim's boyfriend

perator:

Owner of bo

71712006 - 7 ¢5
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Schoem, Marc J.

Sent:  Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:51 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L .; Blasius, Dennis R.i_'Ross,. Robin M.
Cc: Mullan, John G.

Subject: FW: Kite Tube Death in Wisconsin

Robin — can you find out anything about this death for Tanya? Thanks

Marc J. Schoem

Deputy Director

Office of Compliance and
Field Operations

301-504-7520 - phone

240-638-6955 - cell

From: Vallese, Julie M.

Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:49 PM
To: Schoem, Marc J.

Subject: RE: Kite Tube Death in Wlsconsm

There was a death yesterday of a man who was riding in one of these kite tows in Rhmelander WI. A reporter from the Daily
News in Rhinelander wants an interview with CPSC.

Dean Acheson
The Daily News, Rhinelander, WI
715-365-6375

Deadline is today or tomorrow (preferably today). He is writing a hard news story on the death today. He wants you to be in a
sidebar that he’s also writing on the safety of these kite tow devices.

From: Schoem, Marc J.

Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:28 PM
To: Vallese, Julie M.

Subject: Kite Tube Death in Wisconsin

Julie,

Can you send me any details, on the death you received in Wisconsin?

Marc J. Schoem

Deputy Director

Office of Compliance and Field Operations -
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610

Bethesda, MD 20814

301-504-7520 - phone

240-638-6955 - cell

6/27/2006
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Schoem, Marc .

Sent:  Tuesday, June 27, 2006 12:13 PM

To: Topka, Tanya L; Mullan, John G.

Cc: Stern, Richard L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Subject: OIPA reporting second Kite Tube Death - Privileged and Confidential

Julie advised me she gota call from a reporter advising her of a second kite tube death in Wisconsin. She discussed
CPSC issuing somethin g before the July 4 weekend warning consumers about the nature of the product. | advised her
we were waiting to hear back from the two firms at the end of the week. | advised her to go ahead and prepare a draft
alert for our review and ifthere was a way we could get something cleared we would so we could try and stay in front
of the media on this issue. She will include the actions taken by the National Park Service and others/ .When | get
something, I'll share it with you all to review. '

Marc J. Schoem

Deputy Director

Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway, Suite 610
Bethesda, MD 20814

301-504-7520 - phone

240-638-6955 - cell

6/27/2006 o f Z
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Topka, Tanya L.

From:  Ross, Mark K.

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 9:53 AM

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.
Cc: Spitler, Virginia R.

Subject: RE: Could we have another incident?

I'm trying to track down more information. This is all | know from Julie Vallese:

- I called kutv to see if they have a number. She said she'd getback to me but hasn't
vet. '

His name is pUSREM 211 I know is he lives in the greater Salt Lake area. His
wifes name isoBNMMMBER if that helps get a llstlng In the story she said these
things shouldn't be sold.

Mark

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 9:35 AM

To: Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

Cc: Ross, Mark K.; Spitler, Virginia R.
Subject: RE: Could we have another incident?

KUTV is the news station that had some of the original videos that we saw about kite tubes(Tanya, | thmk you
watched them in my oﬁice)mmlght have been in those videos.

From: Topka Tanya L.

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 9:33 AM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Ingle, Robin L.

Cc: Ross, Mark K.

Subject: RE: Could we have another incident?

I don’t see this name in the case file anywhere so it might be a new one. Can we get more details from Mark?

“Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer
Us.CPSC

301-504-7534

WWW.CPSC.gov

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 9:24 AM
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: Could we have another incident?

OIPA, Mark Ross, is following up on a TV interview done by KUTV in Utah about an apparent:
victim named § . Does this ring a bell with you?

7¢&

6/20/2006
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Topka, Tanya L.

From.: Wilson, Barbara B.

Sent:  Wednesday, June 21, 2006 5:22 PM
To: Topka, Tanya L.

Cc: Englander, Sidney C.

Subject: IDI 060612HCC3582

Tanya-

I am working on the kite tube fatality in Texas. T am still trying to gather information, but understand you wanted some
. info as soon as possible. Here is what I have so far.

It was a Wego Kite Tube (where they purchased and when is still unknown). T understand Marc Bernstein emailed photos .
of the Wego Kite tube which is the same one that I am looking at - he also forwarded the owners manual which I obtained
and is the same (it will be included as an attachment to the report). The victim was 33 years old and according to the game
warden, the boat they purchased was relatively new to him as was the kite tube. They had only tried it one time before
which was the day before the incident. The game warden stated that there was inexperience on the part of thevictim and
the boat operator because of the newness of the product. :

The boat that was pulling the victim was owned by the victim and reported to be a 1998 Sea Ray Motorboat. It was 20'10"
in length, fiberglass hull, HIN was SERA44586798, with a 260 hp engine. The boat operm‘or believed he was gomg
approximately 32 mph and that the throttle was 90% of full.

The water depth was 40 feet, 85 degrees, water temp was 80 degrees, winds were blowing south and light (0-6 mph) and
- the water was calm to choppy (less than 6"). The accident occurred at 3:15 p.m. and visibility was good.

There were four passengers on the boat and the victim was on the kite tube. The observer for the boat told the game
warden that he was 15-20 feet in the air when the tube began a hard nose dive to his left. When the victim hit the water,
the observer stated he was not in contact with the kite tube. He skidded two fimes on the surface of the water before
coming to a stop. '

The warden stated that the cause of death was a transection of the aorta, a deceleration injury caused from the impact
of his body with the surface of the water. There was no water in the lungs so the victim died upon impact and did not
drown, nor was his neck broken.

I am still investigating and will update you as I get information.

Barb Wilson

Investigator

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Houston Office

Office: 281-647-0113

Fax:  281-915-4385

"6/22/2006 | : o ' V7S/C% .
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Bernstein, Marc M.

Sent: Wednesday, June 21, 2006 4:51 PM | |
To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Staebell, Eugene E.; Nava, Frank J.; Valleée, Julie M.
Subject: Kite Tube--preliminary report

As to assignment #060614HCC3606, | have learned that the involved product was a Wego kite tube that was purchased in late
May 2006 via an online purchase through Wal-Mart (the consumer stated that they product is selling quickly and is hard to find in
stores). The price paid for the product was $499.00 and research shows that that is the common price. The consumer had no prior
experience with the product and began using the product during a four day interval on Lake Powell and Utah Lake that saw atotal
of six people use the product and three individuals falling from the product. No one had prior experience. The consumer's wife -
and 10 year-old son received slight injuries upon using the product. Both fell approximately five feet into the water while the boat
was traveling at 25mph and 20mph, respectively. Both individuals (wife and son) rode the product three times each before
incident. Wife hurt her back while son hurt his knee. No medical attention for either party. The following day, the consumer's

friend, the primary victim, received a neck injury (C2 vertabrae fracture). The primary victim is 29 years old and is 6'2, and weighs
190ibs. The product is in the process of being returned to manufacturer--SportsStuff, Inc.

IDI is ongoing. Please call for any additional information.

Marc Bernstein

Investigator

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
1212-H El Camino Real, PMB 582

San Bruno, CA 94066

Tel: 650-871-0995

Fax: 775-278-5863

750
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‘Topka, Tanya L. B
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From: Perrizo, Rosemary /

Sent: - Tuesday, June 20, 2006 8:41 PM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M.
Subject: RE: Kite Tube - Nebraska

Attachments: Kite-TubePhotos.doc

I interviewed one of the victims and a spotter today. Here are the answers to your initial questions:

What model: Wego Kite Tube by Sports Stuff, Inc. - Omaha, Nebraska

Where purchased: Omaha Marine Center, Omaha Nebraska

When purchased: Ordered in April - Received late May - Use the weekends of May 27th and June 3rd
Incident Date: 6/3/06

Age of victims: 20 yom, 5’ 11", 160# 21 yom, 5' 9" 170# (brothers)

Injuries:

20 yom - Kite-tube landed upside down in water. Victim knocked unconscious for several minutes and was floating face
down in water. Dad jumped in and pulled him into boat. He went to ER and had CAT scan. (Neg.) Second degree '
concussion. Next day - blood in urine. Went to ER two days later for kidney pain. Had trouble with memory for several days. Still
has some memory loss of details of incident.

21 yom - Kite-tube made nose dive in water. Victim knocked off tube when it hit water. Coughing up blood and developed
bump on a rib the next day. He went to doctor a couple days later as he hurt all over. X-rays taken of chest - OK.

Location of incident: Missouri River - North of Omaha at a place called Ryan's Landing between the towns of Blencoe and Little
Sioux.
Speed of Boat: Victims say 25 mph - Omaha Marine Center said after seeing video - 45-50 mph.

! will be interviewing the parents of the victims tomorrow evening who owned the boat and purchased the kite tube as well as the
other victim. They have a video of one of the incidents and will make me a copy. They have since returned the kite tube for a
partial refund. The parents have found a website where other users of the kite tube have made comments. Some are good
reviews, but a number of them are not and note |njur|es Website: www.steadywinds.com (It's a regular kite website but has
news articles on the kite-tube.)

Reviews are at www steadywinds.com/archives/2006/02/28/kite-tube/

| also went to the Omaha Marine Center and took photos of a kite-tube on display. Itis 300 cm in diameter (10 ft). They provided
me with all of the written literature and a copy of the DVD video the owner, boat driver and rider should view before using the kite-
tube. They had seen the video shown on TV of the incident and said that the kite-tube was under inflated and that the boat was
traveling at 45-50 mph and not the recommended 25 mph. | have attached the photos of the packaging info and the kite-tube.
-(May take a little while to open.)

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Tue 6/20/2006 4:46 PM

To: Perrizo, Rosemary

" Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M.
Subject: RE: Kite Tube - Nebraska

Rose was able to track down our victims this PM.

From: Perrizo, Rosemary

Sent: Tue 6/20/2006 7:51 AM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M.
Subject: RE: Kite Tube - Nebraska

i will update you by the end of the day.

751
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From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Tue 6/20/2006 8:42 AM

To: Perrizo, Rosemary

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M.
Subject: RE: Kite Tube Nebraska

yes, I'd also do that

From: Perrizo, Rosemary

Sent: Tue 6/20/2006 7:38 AM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M.
Subject: RE: Kite Tube - Nebraska

How about | contact the Marine Center who was quoted in the news article and is a current seller of the kite tube?
There was not a reporter noted in the news release, but I will try to find out who it was.

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Mon 6/19/2006 9:26 PM

To: Perrizo, Rosemary

Cc: Topka, Tanya L.; Ingle, Robin L.; Ross, Robin M,
Subject: FW: Kite Tube - Nebraska

Dont contact the manufacturer unless Tanya glves the go ahead. I'd contact the news reporter that wrote
the story and see what they can do for you.

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director, -

Office of Compliance and Field Operations -

- "U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission g
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202 595—4619

From: Perrizo, Rosemary

Sent: Mon 6/19/2006 8:10 PM

To: Ingle, Robin L.; Blasius, Dennis R.; Ross, Robin M
Subject: Kite Tube Nebraska

| have one more address to check out for the owner of the boat and if that does not pan out my final choices are to call.the news
station, marine center that commented in the article or the manufacturer which is located in Omaha. But, if | do that, the cat's out
of the bag that we are investigating. Let me know if any of you have an objection to my next steps. If | don't hear from anyone by
9:30 AM tomorrow (6/20) when | have to leave for an appomtment | am planning on stopping at the marine center

tomorrow afternoon.

Also, | have contacted or met in person with the following agencies.

Omaha PD

Omaha FD

Douglas County Sheriff

Douglas County Treasurer - (Boat reglstratlon)
U.S. Coast Guard

Nebraska State Police

Game & Parks - Boating Law Administration

6212006 ' 7SZ.


mailto:dbLasius@cp_sc.gov

Page 3 01’3

« (

None of them had a report on the incident, or had even heard that it happened. It is possible that the consumers took the child to
the medical center on their own and phoned the media about the product. :

6212006 | | 7 s5
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Topkg, Tanya L.

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 10:37 AM
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.
Cc: Spitler, Virginia R.

Subject: North Carolina incident

The North Carolina incident involved. a male in his 20s. Being pulled at speed at a height of
approx. 20'; boat had to suddenly slow, and kite tube dived to the surface. broke his right
femur. Wego again. Occurred on Falls lake, near Raleigh. Official report is on its way to me
now. .

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

L A DS DALLVAS CixA )
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North Carolma Wildlife Resources Commmsm

Richard B. Hatmlton, Executive Director

’ Jume 20, 2006
M. Denis K. Blasius SENT VIA FAX TO 262-650-1248
Deputy Regional Diirector 1217
US Conswmer Product Safety Commuission
2331 Silverail Rd #24

Pewankee W1 53072

Dear M. Blasius:

~ Attachediss copf of the E.oating accident report referenced to the above dated May 20,
2006, NC G.8. 75A-11 (b) states this report shallinot be admissible as evidence.

If I cam be of further assistance, pléaw feﬁl frée to contact me at (919) 707-0041.

Nancy Boyk 1,
?mcessmg Assistant V

Enclosure

Exforcement Division, So:ﬁoa mmiqn ?mm 7710 Mail Service Cemer
Raleigh, NC 276951719
Phona: 919-T07-0041; bax 9197 TUT0045

1ETTER BAR letter.doc .
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NCYILOL IFE ENFORCEMENI—.ax:919-707-0045

Jun 20 2008

NC Wildlife Resources X717 Mail Service Ceuter Ralcigh, N.C. 27659-1717

NCWRC F

ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

Mr., Peanis R Bladios
Depaty Regivaal Director |

T

Fhone:
Fox: 262650-1218
LL '

REMARKS:  x Urgent For yaur tevies

Date: June20, 2006

—4132 P. 01

From: Naacy Boykin

Phous:

919-707-0D41

Fax phone:

019-707-0045

i Aztax:hed is the copy of the boating accident report you '"cque_gt_eéa
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Tu esday, June 20, 2006 1:45 PM

To: , Ingle, Rabin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Spitler, Virginia R.
Subject: NC tube kite report attached |

Attachments: NC tube kite report.pdf

Maybe we can use the cover letter as the originating document. I'll forward this on to Eastern Region so they .
can get a head start. '

Dennis Blasius

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,
Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Prod uct Safety Commission
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell #202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

6/20/2006 | \ | | ?63
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% A 33 year old male was injured at Tenpla Em: Harina wh;ile baing tm«red hehind a
vassel, Ko was flown to bLas Vagso where hg wag trested for bwkan viba,
cracked vertelarae, a punchtured lung and a biaaiﬁng splash.
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attendant., The operator's identivy ife nob ; TUOWLE
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| . HARRATIVE: , _ _
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E
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‘;
2 wag being towed on a “Rits? tube. ;'mm tuba ta agproxamtely 5 fouot
in diamster with o megh fabrle covaring the wenter. The tube is dosigned to
1ift off the watsyr as it catehss air uudﬁmeath while being towad.

SRABRNNERr, and ‘nis friends, Lo

wers towing the tubg heh:‘md ¥
not gcl: the tube to 1ift off the water. They rcportadly 'u.rzt: a white male ot
another vensel (vangel #2), who offered to tow the tubs behind hiz boat becauze
it was fagter. '

;;

The white male is described as 45-50 yours olid with dirty blonde hair. A
white fomale w‘zxo was in hia haa!: WS ag;pmximmaly 4% yaax:s @ld. The coupls

Sugewiaoz & ﬁame. {plﬁasa pmnc}

&

@partlng Oﬁt’ xcetta Ham&
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SUPPLEMERTAL INCIDENT RECORD SEEET

(

Incident Fumbey: LAMECSI0000246

I .
|X|Supplemental sheet used {(if more narrati
ot ' '

|Narrative

ve)

that he wap from Cordelaine,Ib.
driving.

yellow stripes.
to ba 2-3 vears old.

and female.
the k;ts tuba being towad hohind tho boat.
i b 5 vegsel.

approsimately 15 feat oE£f the waLSET .
40~ 45mph.

The

spproschad vesasl #2 and sowl in

last time anvone o vansel #1 saw him.
Tha operator of vamsel #2 went to the gas

gas dopk attendant Jou Adrley{ses witnege
Taunch,

rlesding aplaaw
ACTIUN TARKEM:

gperator of veszol #2.

Repdrting Oif.cer‘s'ﬁame

A— o St AT T WO IR, W T o=

|IERT RILEY

Gl SN’ S friends saw hinm come 6FE€ Chs B
from a distance and then deu;dad shat soms

andras fumped into the watezr and aanxataWnn to the tube.
attachsd the tubs to vessel #1 and towad 1
vednel #2 repartadly stated that be wad go

removed his boat £rom ihe lake and

-was flown to LVHMC by Care Flight
joarned that He had a puncbtured 1ung, braken rikhp, cracked wvertebrae esnd a

had a acg, gugsiblf an australxan sheep ﬂagg on board. The operater gtated

Ha wap r&porteﬂly drinking a Cooxs hear while
The veaasel bad an Idaho ‘egistxﬁtinn {pumber unknown) on the gida.
Fhe vansel in described ae approximakely 230-25 fesk, white with turguolse and
It had a8 open bhowW and an

iznbonxd mobtoxr. The boat appoavred

SRR, 2o Lans Asdrus got into the Tdaho boab wis:b the uwnidentified malsa
Both state thst they nevasr ga% anyone's pamo. ENIMMEERE oot oo

His €rimnds continued to wakih

Witnenses piate thar the %kitsy tube was mpving arratieslly and YXdifted

beat was reportedly traveling

e and hit the water. They watched
thing mmst be wrong. They

Ehe water coughing up blocd. Lane
They

The operator of
Thid was tho

i to the dock.
ng tm go for help.

B

dock and raported the injury to the
tatemant} . Ha then went £o the boat
imfr the area.

-

k-

CIn follow up with bim later, I

Following patient <are. a search &€ the Tgmglﬁ BAr ares was cohplated Eot *b&
5 ddentity ls st

1l oot known. The ipvestigation iz

ugarvgsor 5 Name {pléasé print

[Pepcrtﬁng foxcex's ngnatur# Dats

S0 (06

Supervisgy'a Signature bate

|
! <:#jj_::k<22€§:ruﬂ"\
o

-~

Syt
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SUPPLEMENTAL INCIVENT RECORD SHEET

Incident Nomber: LAMEQS0D000946

™
I | |Supplemental sheet used (if more marrative)
L

Varrative

cngging .

INTERVIERG ¢
1 LeclRRCERmel 01/06/76) statad on scthe that the Hoat operator of vessel 42
maid he was from Cordelsinel, ID. BHa ptated that the oparater was drinkisg a
can 6f Coora Deer while driving. WSS tated that the operstor said he was
going for help aﬁta: the aceident “nlﬂu'gﬁﬁtata& that ha jurmpad ig the wabsz
unkto ?ha tubaa Ha uaatad that m«an woariog &

TR {10/36/75) ptated that E‘za.s friends mat a man while motoring
inh¢ the marina The man zoked how the ,uba worked snd offersd to tow it
| . behind his boat as his boab was faster. Rarick stated that he saw the sccident
fxom vesspl $#1. He stated thst the bomt n@m:m:ct of vessel #2 was drinking a
can of beor.(cos witness statement)

{7/30/78) {see witnnss statement)

4 NN (5/18/75) stated that the ragigatrnhion on vossel #2 was from
Idaho. #He stated tRat he recegnized this hacause he wasn £rom 1dnhu {aae
witnese statsamant) : '

| vmmﬂm‘mm _

‘ b lown to LVHMC
suspook -unkn‘

CEARGES PERDING:
Operating in a Tetklﬂaﬁfnﬁgligeﬂt manner
Fatlora %o xeport accidenk.

Reporting Officer‘'s Name ) Name {please prin

JERI RILEY
feporting Officer's fignsture Date Supervigor s Signature Dete
Q"?’fﬁ“’“ oGOz . EUT - Lol bbbt
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Topka, Tanyal.

From: Ingle, Robin L.
Sent: Monday, June 19, 2006 10:37 AM

To: Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.; Spitler, Virginia R.
G a
Subject:—ﬁeﬁgﬁﬂ?fe"ﬁg\(ite tube incident
A A .

ig-incident, this one at a place called Lake Harding. We will assign.

Updated spreadsheet to follow.

Kite Tubing Dangers
hitp://www.wtvm.con/Global/storv.asp?s=5037637
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Kite 'l'ubing Dangers
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£ print

Columbus

Kite Tubing Dangers

i Kite Tubing Dangers
: A fun day on Lake Harding turned into horror for these two water
sport enthusiasts.

They were riding what's called a kite tube -- it's an inflatable tube
that's pulled behind a boat and eventually becomes airborne.

Sounds exciting, but when a gust of wind hit this tube --
excitement for them turned into fear.

"Big gust of wind went 65 feet in the air back to the water. When
you hit the.water it's like hitting concrete,”says Chase Bailey

After falling from the air, Chase Bailey was face down and unconscious in the water.
He was treated for head injuries.
But, that wasn't enough for his friend who took a ride as well.

"The kite tube stalled out came back down and I landed on top of the kite from mid air just
like a trampoline. It shocked my knee and exploded by chin from the inside out, broke off
two teeth in the back, and the doctor said I had a pretty good concussion,”says Ryan Reid.

In a statement the kite tube manufacturer, Sportsstuff.com, says:

"The Wego Kite Tube has been extensively tested and has been found to be a safe item when
properly used under the recommended guidelines.”

Those guidelines and Warnings are posted all over the kite tube. right here it says "never ride
higher than you're willing to fall”. ' '

Something these two éay is difficult when mother nature is involved.
"We are really Iucky'it didn't break both our necks,"says Reid.

Kite tubing has caused at least one death in texas and several injuries across the country.

http://www.wtvm.com/Global/story.asp?s=5037637 - 6/19/2006 W
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The manufacturer is stressing the importance of readihg the guideiines and watching the
instructional video before riding the kite tube.

By Jade Hindmon

jhindmon@wtvm.com

AdNow All content © Copyright 2001 - 2006 WorldNow and WTVM, a Raycom Media s!
of i For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of

DS

http://www.wtvm.com/Global/story.asp?s=5037637 6/19/2006


mailto:jhindmon@wtvm.com
http://www.wtvm.com/Global/story.asp?s=5037637

Pan
N

VTopka, Tanya L.

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: - Monday, June 19, 2006 10:29 AM
To: Schoem, Marc J.; Topka, Tanya L.; Spitler, Virginia R_; Blasius, Dennis R.
Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #l0660269A - Kite Tube

We will assign.

————— Original Message-----

From: Topping, John C.

Sent: Monday, June 19, 2006 10:20 AM

To: EH-FER

Cc: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: FW: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660269A - Kite Tube

————— Original Message-----

From: Noble, Laura EW

Sent: Monday, June 19, 2006 10:09 AM

To: Emerging Hazards; Internet Incident Reports; Incident Reports; Cohn, Murray S.;
Hudnall, Maria L. ,

Subject: Internet Form Complaint - Doc #I0660269A

06/17/2006 19:52:15

Name of Health Care Professional = Sonja R. Navarro Address = Mecosta Co. Emergency
Department City = Big Rapids State = Michigan Zip = 49307 Email = sonjan9ll@triton.net
Telephone = 231-796-8691

Product involved = Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego

Manufacturer street address = www.sportsstuff.com Place where manufactured (City and
State) = Overton's product item #12063 Product model and serial number = Date product
purchased = 2006

Incident Description: Being pulled behind boat on a Kite Tube, made by Wego...flipped by
alr gusts several times and flew up 25' before falling onto chest onto Kite tube, causing
facial trauma, and ches wall contusion, with presentation on coughing up blood. Family
states rumor afterwards by bystanders of a death of someone on same in Texas.

Victim's age at time of incident= 16

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/17/2006 :

Name of Victim = contact hospital for this and HIPPA compliance regualtion adherance
Victim’'s Address = Victim's City = Victim's State = Victim's Zip = Victim's Telephone =

Product involved still available = Yes
Where product located = owned by neighbor of victim


mailto:sonjan911@triton.net
http://www.sportsstuff.com

Topka, Tanya L.

- V ‘ Page 1 of 1

From: Topka, Tanyal.
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2006 11:32 AM
To: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: can we get this assigned?

Can we get this
assigned and have
an investigator
contact him at the
number listed?

First Mate .
Member # 7336

[lposted June 03, 2006 09:49 AM =

Fhokokxokxkkx WARNING ****xkxxkx* 1'm go sorry to report this but all of yod who care
about your body (specifically your spinal area ) need to read this story that happened to
my brother in law yesterday afternoon at Lake Powell.

He was on this kite tube that incidentally I had ordered last week , and was going along .
fine being towed at 30-35 MPH, and approx 15' in the air when a gust of wind took him
for the ride of his life (literally). He spiraled donwward hitting the water neck first.

Bottomline it is a miracle (doctors words) that he is alive. He BROKE his C2 (remember

Christopher Reeve)in his neck and currently has a cage around his head called a halo to
prevent movement that he will have to wear for at least 3 months. His mobility will never
be the same and all of you dummys that think your too tough to have this happen to him
think about how it will feel to have the Doctor standing over you with a Cordless Drill and
a 1/4" drill bit that you would normally use to fix the house up but instead he is drilling
into your all important brain. (huh makes you think about it a little more.......... ) THIS IS
REAL PEOPLE AND THIS COMPANY WILL GO DOWN FOR THIS. WE LIVE IN A COUNTRY
THAT LITAGATION PROVIDES NEGATIVE RESULTS FOR COMPANIES THAT MANUFACTUR
ITEMS THAT HURT PEOPLE.

Dave v
801-548-6309 if you have any questions

_ Dave Young. -

2000 Bayliner Capri 1850
2006 Dodge Ram "Hemi"

Posts: 17 | From: Utah | Registered: Jun 2006 | IP: Logged | E:

Tanya Topka, Compliance Officer

U.S. CPSC
301-504-7594
WWW.CPSC.gOV .

6/19/2006
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Topka, Tanya L.

From: : _ Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 4:08 PM
To; Blasius, Dennis R.; Topka, Tanya L.
Cc: ' Ross, Robin M.

Subject: RE: WI Kite Tube Death

Doc number is X0660583A.

————— Original Message-----

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 4:03 PM
To: Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.
Subject: Re: WI Kite Tube Death

I just asked Robin Ross to let is know the number Sent from my Blackberry Wireless
Handheld

Smem-- Original Message-----
From: Ingle, Robin L.

To: Topka, Tanya L.

CC: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Tue Jun 27 15:02:37 2006
Subject: RE: WI Kite Tube Death

I can get a doc number and IDI number. Unless you've already done that, Dennis? Once I
have a doc number I'll send a new spreadsheet. I haven't sent a spreadsheet lately because
there haven't been any changes since the last one, to my knowledge.

From: Topka, Tanya L.

Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2006 2:53 PM
To: Ingle, Robin L.

Cc: Blasius, Dennis R..

Subject: FW: WI Kite Tube Death

Another fatality in WI this time. By the way has there been an upda