CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPOQRT

TR
Region: WESTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT

3.STREET ADDRESS

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS

2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
] unknown
4,.CITY ST ‘ZIPCODE
McKinney TX 75070
4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
McKinney X 75070

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD,

INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

The 76" tall, 190 lb., consumer was traveling at speed of about 25

miles per hour when he

hit a gust of wind and became airborne.

- cont - :
" /
6.. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN, .IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 38YM ({/0]° RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY self
05/29/2006 dislocation to the 4th tarsal in the left foSERMGRMIRES "RELATIONSHIP
— elf
9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT / exosmmsonisddl, BRAND NAME

inflaced rubber tube used in water

Wegi Kite Tube
_SHrorrexomry | RGUGTFY

11 .MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR.

Sportsstuff :
unknown

unknown

866-831-5524

unknown

& PHONE 12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s,
unknown

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
on-line retailer '
unknown
unknown
unknown

DATE OF MFR

ISSUE 43
07/27/2006

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED,
OR MODIFIED? NO
IF YES,
INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

BEFORE OR AFTER THE

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
DATE PURCHASED 05/25/2006 AGE 2M

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
* None pertaining to the problem.

REPAIRED

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? [19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO "YES USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THIS
yes REPORT?

NO
, FOR ADMINISTRATION USE ,
' 20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.

07/25/2006 mij/HL H0670241A

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 . PRODUCT CODE(S) -

. 1124

25.DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
mij 07/26/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN
H0670241A

Narrative Continued

While in the air, the consumer and the inflated tube turned a
complete 360 degrees (once) and the consumer landed upright on
the tube. The consumer estimates that he hit the water at about
20 miles per hour. The consumer landed on the tube, but his foot
was wedge between the tube and himself. In the process of
getting on the boat after the incident, the consumer noticed that
his left foot looked abnormal.

The consumer was taken to E-Care/Urgent Care ER, 2810 Harden Blvd,
McKinney, TX. The consumer did not need surgery, but a surgeon .
examined his left foot. X-rays were taken, a black book was
placed on the consumer's foot to stabilize it and he was given
crutches. The surgeon referred the consumer to an Orthopedic
Surgeon.

The following day, the consumer saw an Orthopedic Surgeon, who
deadened the consumer's left foot and popped the bone back into
place. The consumer also suffered some ligament damage. X-rays
were taken and they showed that the bones were back in place,
where they were suppose to be. Pain killers were prescribed and
the consumer had to wear the boot for several days after the
procedure. '

The consumer plans to contact the manufacturer to inform them of
this incident.

Distributoxr Phone #:

CPSC Source: CO




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN
H0670241A

Narrative Continued

While in the air, the consumer and the inflated tube turned a
complete 360 degrees (once) and the consumer landed upright on
the tube. The consumer estimates that he hit the water at about
20 miles per hour. The consumer landed on the tube, but his foot
was wedge between the tube and himself. 1In the process of
getting on the boat after the incident, the consumer noticed that

i ) v ]
Dgls left foot looked abnormal.[[ : | pro+t6+‘VQ.
The consumer was taken to E-Care/Urgent Care ER, 2810 Harden Blvd,'B #

McKinney, TX. The consumer did not need surgery, bu sur o

examined his left foot. X-rays were taken, a black(bool was
placed on the consumer's foot to stabilize it and he™Was given
crutches.. The surgeon referred the consumer to an Orthopedic
Surgeon. (0
on
The following day, the consumer saw an Orthopedic Surgeon, who
deadened the consumer's left foot and popped the bone back into
place. The consumer also suffered some ligament damage. X-rays
were taken and they showed that the bones were back in place,
where they were suppose to be. Pain killers were prescribed and
the consumer had to wear the Soot for several days after the
procedure COo .

The consumer plans to contact the manufacturer to inform them of
this incident.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: CO




HO0670241A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below. - ‘

. inaccurate, T vas alru&y arlaorng
L e 2

The fuot sedence in ®S S -
na
d:,- « ‘\Qt Waf wa+ 15- ‘FJ )Qf A’PP“;MQM v =2 Seconds
‘3\u5‘f‘ «7‘% wad Sent me and H.z +U(a¢ wp To qro““'f 14 fee‘l‘,m-ybe
higher. T e a photo showing his,ant e angle of He repe indicates

e ketsw‘- was R I.‘nlyvmom_ Yo 60 Feet.

*7 the bone Alslocaled is #e' ¥ metatarsaliade left foo

#10 The produc s +he Wajo Kite Tube

418 Peoduct i WSt skl avileble,

I confirm that the information in the attached report
-(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

[31/0%

Date

I request that you do not release my name.

- -
t
|

%/ou may release my name to the manufacturer but
I request that you not release it to the general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
the public.



| | pvdl?
Doc No: 10660483A Issue: 39 06/30/2006
06/28/2006 19:50:36 ' '

Name = John Schreve
Address = 2848 Femrite Drive
City = Cottage Grove

State = Wisconsin

Zip = 53527

Email = jackyikes@aol.com
Telephone = 608-838-7749
Name of Victim = Greg
Victim's Address =

Victim's City = Delafield
Victim's State = Wisconsin
Victim's Zip =

Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: | can give you more information in the next few days, or give you other names that can. Greg,
the friend of a friend, died of internal

injuries after using the Wego Kite Tube on Little St. Germain lake, in St. Germain, Wisconsin. He had a broken
clavicle, lacerated liver and

spleen, and possibly other injuries. He died of a heart attack, caused by the stress of the lacerated liver, which was
bleeding profusely, . '

according to reports | received by voice, from a second party, reportedly after the coroner's report. | want to make
you aware of this

DEATH since | saw a report that you have just started an investigation into this inheritantly dangerous product. |
hope you can get it

removed from the marketplace. The victim was only 2 to 6 feet off the ground, yet still sustained significant bodily
damage when the "kite

tube" pummeled him into the water.

Victim's age at time of incident = 44

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6-26-06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube :
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff, Inc.
Manufacturer street address = 11213 "E" Circle (A) Omaha, NE 68137
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
Date product purchased = June 2006

Name Release = Do not release name

death = yes






10660483A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space

below. QVQ7 517 Z:OWXA /’ ()’\ama c; W"cvzimx

fie 0, ot 9 o

| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

of my knowledge and belief.
' ;/ /! /&0%

:}L /

Dat

| requesi that you do not release my name.

S You may release my name to the ménufacturer but | request that
you not rzlease it to the general public.

You ma» release my name to ine manufacturer and to the pubiic.




.2

(‘;:

Doc No: 10670367A Issue: 42 07/20/2006
07/19/2006 14:42:23

Name = I
Adcress -
City = Seattle

State = Washington

Zip = 98108-1226

Email

Telephone

Name of Victim = n/a
Victim's Address = n/a
Victim's City = n/a
Victim's State =

Victim's Zip = n/a

Victim's Telephone = n/a

Incident Description: Product flipped, daughter broke vertebrae when she hit the water from 14’ and 25mph.

A product safety incident was submitted in the Amazon.com Customer Review section of an item/ASIN detail page.
URL regarding the

product safety review: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/BOOOENJSSI/ref=sr_11_1/103-345461 5—2294221’7%
5Fencoding=UTF8&v=glance&n=3375251

A customer's review posting had a product concern with the Overton’s Wego Kite Tube; AMAZON.COM ASIN:
BOOOENJSSI. The

customer's review, titled: This is not a toy!!!!, July 9, 2006. "This is not a toy to be taken lightly. The weekend of the
Fourth my daughter

was seriously injured. She was at least 14’ in the air and travelling about 24 mph when she was flipped upside down
and slammed to the '

water headfirst. She fractured her C1 vertebrae and is very very fortunate not to have been paralyzed.”

Read news stories on the web from reputable sources. There have been deaths and very serious injuries reported
with this device. ltis

not a toy and it cannot be controlled by the tube rider or the driver of the boat as suggested by the manufacturer.
You are at the mercy of

the waves and any wind current that can flip the tube. BE VERY CAREFUL BEFORE DECIDING TO PURCHASE
THIS ITEM.

Victim's age at time of incident = n/a

Victim's sex =

Date of incident = n/a

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Overton’s
Manufacturer street address = n/a

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = n/a
Product involved still available =

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = n/a
Date product purchased = n/a

Name Release = Do not release name


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000ENJSSI/ref=sr_11_1/103-3454615-2294221?%25

10670367A

A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space

below. .
Ao newy in%\r\v“\b&(’a\ni YT VN &u:ﬁ.‘udio?\)vt conbeek x‘v\&o.

| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the_ best

of my knowledge and belief.

c-,;l-; 2 ] Ob
Date

| request that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturerbut | request that
you not release it to the general public. .

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the pubilic.



0&/7] b

-

Doc No: l0670192A' Issue:41  07/13/2006
07/11/2006 15:12:49

Name -
Address =N
City = Sallsbury

State = North Carolina : .
Zip = 2846 | 0B
Email y 2

Telephone = , vEa

Name of Victim = OO e RIRED: —ATUCHED

Victim's Address _ocmpssmses {2«
Redrs

Victim's City = Salisbury

Vict!m's Sjtate = North Carolina » ?mmw _ REACTPY
Victim's Zip = 28146

Victim's Telephone

Incident Description: Crashed into water on SportsStuff Away WEGO Kite tube. One second | was about 5 ft off
wather, next | was 20+ feet and unstable. |

am significantly bruised from waist down, torn muscles in both legs. When | hit, | was unconscious for almost 10
min and suffered from

memory loss.

Victim's age at time of incident = 45

Victim's sex = Female

Date of incident = 7/4/2006

Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff
Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
Date product purchased = Morganton, NC

Name Release = Do not release name






10670192A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space

below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

of my knowledge and belief.

72 ol
Signature : Date

| request that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that
X you not release it to the general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.



. 0p095°
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT ' 2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
Lorie Robertson . o 919-499-4905 ‘\unknown

3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST ZIPCODE
111 Riviera Lane Sanford NC 27332

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS ‘ 4b.INCIDENT CITY : ST ZIPCODE
unknown Sanford’ NC 27332

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

165 1b., 5'9" tall, son was riding the kite tube while being
pulled by boat (speed unknown) , driven by husband, and was

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 15YM (4’ 7' RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY ~ Kirstopher Cole Robertson
"~ 07/05/2006 see narrative 6 . RELATIONSHIP -
_ oomaﬂﬁt.-‘iﬂ son
9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT XOSOUSFONES e |10 . BRAND NAME

Kite tube 7“”‘” Wego Kite Tubes
DO REROTFY

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE V12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR

Sportsstuff M# unknown DOM unknown
unknown : ISSUE 42 | 3 heater's wauz, aDDRESS & PHONE
unknown KC Marine
unknown - 07/17/2006 unknown
Sanford, NC
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 5D

IF YES, fEFORE OR AFTER THE ‘16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:

DESCRIBE: unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES YES : : : USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION : NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THIS
: REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) [22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/14/2006 myg/HL HO670136A
23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200

25.DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
) myg 07/14/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) . OMB 3041-0029




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN
' H0670136A

Narrative Continued

approximately 16' height in air. As the kite tube started to
come down, the tube went down on its side, the abruptly
positioned upright, injuring son's right ankle.

Consumer, who is a nurse, examined son's injury and conducted Rx
at home.

The following day, consumer re-examined son's ankle and noticed
that this ankle had become swollen.

Consumer said prior to riding the kite tube, both son and husband
watched a video instruction, demonstrating proper riding.

07/06/2006 Consumer took son to Health Pavilion North in
Fayetteville, NC, where x-rays were performed. Physician
Assistant (name unknown) determined the bone remained intact.

PA placed son's right ankle in a temporary cast. Son was .

released same day. Consumer said medical registration rep. (name
unknown) commented that another patient had come in with similar

injuries as result of riding kite tube.

07/13/2006 Consumer took son to visit with orthopedic physician,
Dr. Bradley Broussard, 4140 Fern Creek Drive, Suite 801,
Fayetteville, 28314, 910-484-2171, who conducted another x-ray
and confirmed break to son's ankle. Physician determined surgery
was not needed and placed another temporary cast.

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard.

Digtributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY




H0670136A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the

space below.
' - b [frochore
Ph l‘7 p\u.ﬁohji;f G Hmj eorfiomens D7

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

ig«ékéw,muu

Signature Date

| request that you do not release my name.

'_ You may release my name to the manufacturer but
L request that you not release it to the general public.

/' You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
'~ the public.
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN
H0670136A

Narrative Continued

approximately 16' height in air. As the kite tube started to
come down, the tube went down on its side, the abruptly
positioned upright, injuring son's rlght ankle. 0O -

ao

Consumer, who is a nurse, examined son's injury and conducted Rx
at home. 0O

o

The following day, consumer re-examined son's ankle and noticed
that this ankle had become swollen. 00O

0o

Consumer said prior to riding the kite tube, both son and husband
watched a video instruction, demonstrating proper riding. (0O

0o

07/06/2006 Consumer took son to Health Pavilion North 1n
Fayettev111e, NC, where x-rays were performed R
Assistant (name unknown) determined thg¢ bone remained intact.
PA placed son's right ankle in a tempord
released same day. Consumer said medical reglstratlon rep. (name
unknown) commented that another patient had come in w1th similar

_injuries-as-xesult of riding kite-tube—U&- —o - ———-

0a

07/13/2006 Consumer took son to visit with orthopedic physician,
Dr. Bradley Broussard, 4140 Fern Creek Drive, Suite 801,
Fayetteville, 28314, 910-484-2171, who conducted another x-ray

and confirmed break to son's ankle. Physician determined surgery .

was not needed and placed another temporary cast. 0O
aa
Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC ‘Source: DIRECTORY




0pig3 o

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

I I unknown

3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST  ZIPCODE
I Fowlerville oMl 48836

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST  ZIPCODE
unknown Fowlerville Mi 48836

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

170 1b., 5'11" tall, husband was riding the kite tube while being
pulled by boat (driven by nephew) at about 30 miles per hour,

- cont -
6. DATE 7 +IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN ir8 .IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 37YM J|°! RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT(S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY HED ¢ self
07/06/2006 see narrative ves. RELATIONSHIP
— |
9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT W 10.BRAND NAME
. — o RREHETS .
kite tube Wego Kite Tube
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff M# unknown DOM unknown
untnown ISSUE 42 1137 raier s nawe, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown le—bay
unknown 07/17/2006 unknown
: unknown
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 2W
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? P S0, NOTE:
DESCRIBE: o

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 15.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES YES ’ USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THIS

REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |[21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO..
07/14/2006 myg/HL HO0B670134A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE (S)
3200
25.DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

myg 07/14/2006
CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN
H0670134A

Narrative Continued

when suddenly the kite tube elevated approximately 25' to 30!
into the air. Nephew, who was operating the boat, noticed that
the kite tube had gotten abnormally high and proceeded to reduce
the boat's speed (speed unknown). As the kite tube started to
come down, consumer's left foot hit the tube. The tube then
flipped over, throwing consumer into the water.

Wife took consumer to Cookeville Regional Medical Center in
Cookeville, TN where ER staff sent consumer for x-rays. ER
physician, Dr. Johns examined x-ray and determined consumer had
sustained a bi-maleolar fracture, requiring surgical
intervention. Dr. Roberts performed surgery where he inserted
pins and a plate into consumer's left ankle.

Consumer was kept overnight and discharged the following day.
Consumer said ER physician, Dr. Johns, mentioned that this is her
3rd patient she has treated as result of kite tube.

Consumer is concerned the kite tube presents serious injury
hazard.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT

3.STREET ADDRESS

" 4a.EMAIL ADDRESS
unknown

2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) {(WORK)

I unkooun

4.CITY ST ZIPCODE
Fowlerville Mi 48836

4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
Fowlerville Mi 48836

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD,

INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

170 1b., 5'11" tall, husband was riding the kite tube while being

pulled by boat (drlven by nephew) at about 30 miles per hour,

- cont -

6. DATE 7.1F INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 3TYM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME

INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY - self

07/06/2006 see narrative

self

RELATIONSHIP

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT

kite tube V‘%D W,\,a LQ

10.BRAND NAME
Wego Kite Tube

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff SUE 42 M# unknown DOM unknown
unknown
unknown ' e-bay
unknown 07/17/2006 unknown
; unknown
unknown
14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

OR MODIFIED? NO

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE

INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 2W

IF SO, NOTE:

unknown

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE

MANUFACTURER? YES
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO

CONTACT THEM?

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE?
~ YES

IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION

19.MAY WE
USE YOUR
NAME WITH
THIS
REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED

21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE)

22 .DOCUMENT NO.

07/14/2006 myg/HL H0670134A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200
25.DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

myg 07/14/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



H0670134A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

7-28-04
Date

| 1 request that you do not release my name.

X You may release my name to the manufacturer but
| request that you not release it to the general public..

: z You may relgase my name to the manufacturer and to
‘— the public. :



Oborso
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN
1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) %
3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ' ST ZIPCODE

R Saginaw M 48609
4a .EMATL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
» Saginaw Ml 48609

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210.

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 20YM ‘ RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY ” /|~{ 0% not given
06/24/2006 broken left eardrum e £ T RELATIONSHIP
son

*110.BRAND NAME
unknown

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
kite tube

it amid

2.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR

11 .MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE |1

Sportsstuff M#t unknown, DOM unknown
{jﬁﬁﬂm ISSUE 42 13 .DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown Spicer's Boat City Marina
unknown 07/17/2006 unknown :
unknown
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 23D

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:

DESCRIBE H Unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |[18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO YES , USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? with consumer THIS '

REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |[21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/14/2006 emj/HL H0670130A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE (8S)
' 1200 '
25.DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

_ emj 07/14/2006 ‘
CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0025




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN

H0670130A

Narrative Continued

5'9" tall, 1851b. son was on kite tube being pulled by a boat
(speed unknown). Son was approximately 16' in the air when kite
tube tipped sideways causing him to fall into the water. Son
injured his left ear.

6/24/2006 Son went to Mercy Hospital in Grayling, MI where he was
examined and treated by physician (name unknown) for a broken
left eardrum. Physician told son that his ear w111 heal on its
own in a couple of weeks.

7/2006 Son experienced an ear infection in his left ear.

7/1/2006 Victim (daughter's friend) was riding kite tube (height
unknown) being pulled by a boat (speed unknown) when her left
knee became stuck in kite tube before she struck the water
Victim injured her left leg.

7/2006 Victim went to hospital (name uhknown) where she was
examined and treated by physician (name unknown). Physician told
victim that her left leg was fractured above knee and below knee.

7/2006 Daughter visited the manufacturer's web site to obtain
instructions on how to return kite tube.

Vict #|Sex Age Name

Relationship

2 F 26Y not given victim

Vict # ’ Victim Injury Description

2 two fractures in left leg

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: INTERNET




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST  ZIPCODE
Saginaw Mi 48609

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
Sagirew Rigqins hake 5P Mi 486089 43L 27

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210.00

a0
- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 20YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (8) AND DESCRIBE INJURY not given
106/24/2006 broken left eardrum RELATIONSHIP
soNn

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
kite tube

10 .BRAND NAME
unknown

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR

Sportsstuff S - 4 M# unknown, DOM unknown
unk
unknown ‘ ,SUE 2 [ DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown ' Spicer's Boat City Marina
unknown 07/17/2006 unknown
unknown
unknown
14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

OR MODIFIED? NO

'DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 23D

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE
INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO,
Unknown

NOTE:

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVJ»}ILABLE? 19 ;MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO YES (NOT Swré& bu dent Muu\ USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION S0 NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? with consumer THIS
REPORT?
YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) [22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/14/2006 emj/HL : HO670130A
2;3 . FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
1200

25.DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
emj 07/14/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN
H0670130A

Narrative Continued

5'9" tall, 185lb. son was on kite tube being pulled by a boat
(speed unknown). Son was approximately 16' in the air when kite
tube tipped sideways causing him to fall into the water. Son
injured his left ear.dd :

o
6/24/2006 Son went to Mercy Hospital in Grayling, MI where he was ’3
examined and treated by physician (name unknown) for a broken 7 DR . HYDE

left eardrum. Physician told son that his ear will heal on its
own in a couple of weeks.[O oppuqﬂ ne ek « \3r3k+

7/2006 Son experienced an ear infection in his left ear.(d

oa

7/1/2006 Victim {(daughter's friend) was riding kite tube {height
unknown) being pulled by a boat (speed unknown) when her left
knee became stuck in kite tube before she struck the water.
Victim injured her left leg.0D

oo outﬂm,4ﬂ Gra

7/2006 Victim went to hospital (na unknown) where she was

examined and treated by physician (name unknown). Physician told
victim that her left leg was fractured above Xnee and below kiuee.
ca
o

7/2006 Daughter visited the manufacturer’'s web site to obtajin
instructions on how to return kite tube.

Vict #|Sex Age , Name Relationship
2 F 26Y not given victim Svi endle
Vict # Victim Injury Description
2 two fractures in left leg

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: INTERNET




H0670130A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

I confirm tha’t.the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

g o4/
Tt
Date

ignature

| request that you do not release my name.

3
SO

_‘/_ You may release my name to the manufacturer but
—- | request that you not release it to the general public.

Lo You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
“~- the public.



0444 3 0

’ o CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN
1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
Clarke Roberts 937-439-5058 937-208-7140
3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY _ ST ZIPCODE
140 South Village Drive Centerville OH 45459
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY - ST ZIPCODE
Centerville OH 45459

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES .
Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR# 06-210.

- cont -
6. DATE 7 .IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFEREN‘I‘ FROM
OF AGE/SEX 53YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURYromensaponis self :
06/17/2006 see narrative m_@ Z; , RELATIONSHIP
self
9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 10.BRAND NAME
kite tube ]Lﬂsfnv‘ Wego
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE ! 1 MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff S 4 M# unknown, DOM unknown
unknown ISSUE 42 |13 5earer's NaME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown » unknown

unknown 07/1 7/2006

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED - NEW
OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 16D
1F YES, EEFORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:
DESCRIBE: Unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |[19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO NO USE YOUR.
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? : discarded THIS
no REPORT?

. YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED (21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/14/2006 . emj/HL HO670126A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION ' 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
1200
25 .DISTRIBUTION ’ 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

emj 07/14/2006
CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) A OMB 3041-0029




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN
H0670126A

Narrative Continued

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury.

{Height and weight unknown) Consumer was on kite tube being pulled
by a boat going approximately 25-30 MPH. Consumer was
approximately 10' in the air when a gust of wind caused consumer

to fall into the water head first. Consumer experienced pain to
his right shoulder and right ear.

6/20/2006 Consumer went to Dayton Head and Neck Surgeons Clinic

(location unknown) where he was examined and -treated by physician
Wolfgang Dietz for a ruptured right eardrum.

6/27/2006 Consumer went to orthopedist John Lochner (location
unknown) where he was examined for a torn right shoulder rotator

cup. Consumer was also examined for a torn right shoulder
tendon.

7/2006 Consumer went to clinic (name unknown) where physician
(name unknown) performed surgery to repair his shoulder.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: INTERNET




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN

H0670126A
Narrative Continued
Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury.0O - 7/
o0 s oant ST

(Height and weight unknown) Consumer was on kite tube being pulled
by a boat going approximately 25-30 MPH. Consumer was
approximately 10' in the air when a gust of wind caused consumer
to fall into the water head first. Consumer experienced pain to
his right shoulder and right ear.0d

ad

6/20/2006 Consumer went to Dayton Head and Neck Surgeons Clinic
(location unknown) where he was examined and treated by physician

Wolfgang Dietz for a ruptured right eardrum.00

oo ‘

6/27/2006 Consumer went to orthopedist John Lochner (location
unknown) where he was examined for a torn right shoulder rotator
cup. Consumer was also examined for a torn right shoulder
tendon. 00 '

oo

7/2006 Consumer went to clinic (name unknown) where physician
(name unknown) performed surgery to repair his shoulder.

e [ Sol&uAe (Cepra.

Lot Cesmeriue Busioess oy
SOTE oy

Distributor Phone #:

CermerViLLE OHwo 4$459

CPSC Source: INTERNET




H0670126A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

I confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or.comments.| have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

L/QML« QL«—H 7,/%/:% |

Signature Date

j | request that you do not release my name.

- il

I 1 You may release my name to the manufacturer but
= | request that you not release it to the general public.

}ZWI You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
“= the public. |






| ANTEE
CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
Craig Watson 916-929-6955 unknown
3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY - ST ZIPCODE
2218 Rockbridge rd Sacramento CA 95815
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
' Sacramento CA 95815

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

175 1b., 5'8" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube while being
towed by boat, at about 20 mph. Consumer pulled back on tube,

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 44YM ({lo RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (s)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY V' v self
05/27/2006 see narrative MERPRYLSR HOTEIED - RELATIONSHIP
_ COMMENTR, - RED: ATGKED self
9 .DESCRIPTION OF .PRODUCT — EXCISIONSFORERS e 10.BRAND NAME
kite tube ‘ZW Wego Kite Tube
NOTRGROTFY __ REMOTIPY
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE |12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff ' 4 M# unknown DOM unknown
urknown - ISSUE 43 17 kater s nave, aDDRESS & PHONE
unknown Marinemax
unknown 07/24/2006 unknown
‘ ‘ : El Camino, CA
unknown

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 05/25/2006 AGE 2D
1F YES, fEFORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:
DESCRIBE: unknown

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE (18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? (19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO NO USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? returned to dealer THIS '
yes ' REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/21/2006 myg/HL ' _ H0670206A
23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 ,PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200
25.DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

myg 07/21/2006
CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: WESTERN

H0670206A

Narrative Continued

and tube elevated to about 25', when the tube suddenly made a
sharp left turn, then dove into the water. Consumer hit the
water hit at an angle, injuring his left side, shoulder and head.
Consumer was knocked unconscious, but came to as boat returned.
Friend pulled consumer into boat. Consumer said he was unable to
move his left arm.

Consumer was taken to Damron Hospital in Stockton, CA 95203, where
ER staff conducted x-rays. No fractures were found. Staff
placed consumer's left arm in a temporary cast. Consumer was
discharged same day.-

(same day) (height and weight unknown) son was riding the kite
tube while being pulled by boat, at about 20 mph, when the tube
suddenly elevated to about 25' high. The tube then suddenly took
a sharp turn, throwing son and tube into water, injuring his
chest muscle. Son was pulled into boat. Consumer was at
hospital at time of son's incident.

6/2006 Consumer & son visited with primary physician (name not
given) who examined consumer first. Physician advised consumer
to visit ER for an MRI. Physician examined son and determined he
had sustained injury to his chest muscle. Physician expects full
recovery. . S '

Consumer visited Mercy General Hospital where an MRI was performed
and determined consumer sustained nerve damage to left arm.
Neurologist, physician (name not given) stated that it will take
sometime for the nerves to grow back, with the exception of one,
which could may or may not grow back. Physician is uncertain
whether surgery will be necessary.

Consumer said primary physician recommended physical therapy.
Consumer 1s currently undergoing physical therapy.

(date unknown) Consumer took the kite tube back to dealer for a
refund.

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard.

Vict #|Sex Age Name Relationship
2 - M 18Y not given son

Viect # Victim Injury Description
2 see narrative

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

- Region: WESTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
Craig Watson ' 916-929-6955 9/6-213-2 773 unknown
3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST  ZIPCODE
2218 Rockbridge rd Sacramento CA 95815
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST  ZIPCODE
SZRCRALGC 100@oTrAL,com | Sacramento CA 95815

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

175 1lb., 5'8" tall, consumer was
towed by boat, at about 20 mph.

riding the kite tube while being
Consumer pulled back on tube,

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF .AGE/ SEX 44YM ‘ RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT(S)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY . self
05/27/2006 see narrative W P e g M RELATIONSHIP
(Penid self
9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 10.BRAND NAME
kite tube Wego Kite Tube

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE
Sportsstuff T M¢

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s,
M# unknown DOM unknown

DATE OF MFR

. _ _
32;'222352 1203 E.CIRCLE #h ISSUE 43 13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown OMMHA  MNE, , Marinemax
unknown ¢3! }707 124/2006 unknown

£] Camino, CA

unknown

1-599-914-5973

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED

OR MODIFIED? NO

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
DATE PURCHASED 05/25/2006 AGE 2D

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE
INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE
MANUFACTURER? NO
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO

CONTACT THEM?
yes

NO
IF NOT,

returned to dealer

18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? [19.MAY WE
' USE YOUR
ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
THIS
REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED (21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/21/2006 myg/HL HOB70206A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE (S)
3200

25.DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
myg 07/21/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN
H0670206A

Narrative Continued

and tube elevated to about 25', when the tube suddenly made a
sharp left turn, then dove into the water. Consumer hit the
water hit at an angle, injuring his left side, shoulder and head.
Consumer was knocked unconscious, but came to as boat returned.
Friend pulled consumer into boat. Consumer said he was unable to
move his left arm. 00O

aa

Consumer was taken to Damron Hospital in Stockton, CA 95203, where
ER staff conducted x-rays. No fractures were found. Staff
placed consumer's left arm in a temporary cast. Consumer was
discharged same day. 0O

acl
(same day) (height and weight unknown) son was riding the kite
tube while being pulled by boat, at about 20 mph, when the tube
suddenly elevated to about 25' high. The tube then suddenly took
a sharp turn, throwing son and tube into water, injuring his
chest muscle. Son was pulled into boat. Consumer was at
hospital at time of son's incident.00

(] .

6/2006 Consumer & son visited with primary physician (name not
given) who examined consumer first. Physician advised consumexr
to visit ER for an MRI. Physician examined son and determined he
had sustained injury to his chest muscle. Physician expects full
recovery. 00 '

oo

Consumer visited Mercy General Hospital where an MRI was performed
and determined consumer sustained nerve damage to left arm.
Neurologist, physician (name not given) stated that it will take
sometime for the nerves to grow back, with the exception of one, « N 5 :
which could may or may not grow back. Physician is uncertain Czﬂ4jixublyo§A49C/éLa4V/0
whether surgery will be necessary. [0 . Y

oo AN

Consumer said primary physician recommended physical therapy. OO

ansumer is currently undergoing physical therapy.(d

O .

(date unknown) Consumer took the kite tube back to dealer for a
refund. 00O

oo

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard.

vict #|Sex Age _ Name ' Relationship
2 M 18Y notgivenC. 7. - WATSow son

Vict # Victim Injury Description
2 see narrative '

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY




H0670206A

if you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the

space below. o

I confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Cesoy f U 7-27-0F

Signature'/ 4 Date

::] | request that you do not release my name.

. You may release my name to the manufacturer but
— | request that you not release it to the general public.

Wou may release my name to the manufacturer and to
=X\ the public.



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

0p0936
Region: WESTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT _ 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

Nickolas Joe Williams (Respondent) 405-884-2382 405-884-2382
3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST ZIPCODE
P.O. Box 899 Hinton OK 73047
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE

Hinton OK 73047

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD,

INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210.

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 28YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY self
05/27/2006 broken bones in left leg, and left ankle RELATIONSHIP
self
9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 10.BRAND NAME
kite tube Wego

11 .MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE

Sportsstuff WM/ ISSUE 43
unknown COMMENTS: 1 YEB KD

unknown e OVERRRED, e ATRCHED

unknown - EXOISIONSFO Exs.

unknown

= ~ 07/24/2006
A

12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s,
M# unknown, DOM unknown

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown

DATE OF MFR

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED,
OR MODIFIED? NO

REPAIRED -

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

DATE PURCHASED 01/01/2006 AGE 4 M

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE

INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO,
Unknown

NOTE:

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? ‘ 19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO YES : USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? with consumer THIS
no REPORT?

YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) (22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/21/2006 emj/HL H0670200A

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)

' ’ 1200

25.DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
emj 07/21/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT. REPORT

Region;: WESTERN

Narrative Continued

H0670200A

Respondent believes kite tube poses a risk of injury.

5'10" tall, 180 lb respondent was riding kite tube and being
pulled by a boat going approximately 25-30 MPH. Respondent let
go of the handles as he was landing. Respondent was
approximately 5' in the air when his left foot became entangled
in kite tube. Kite tube began spinning and respondent landed in
the water. Consumer and friends pulled respondent from the water
and into the boat.

Friends took respondent to the ER at McCalester Hospital in
McCalester, OK where he was examined by physician (name unknown) .
Physician took x-rays and told respondent that both bones in the
lower portion of his left leg were broken. Physician also told
respondent that his left ankle was broken. Physician told
respondent that he would have to see an orthopedic surgeon.

5/31/2006 Respondent went to Southwest Orthopedic in Oklahoma
City, OK where he was examined by physician (name unknown) .
Physician took x rays to confirm his injures and placed his leg
in a splint. Respondent went home.

6/1/2006 Respondent returned to Southwest Orthopedic where
physician (name unknown) performed surgery on his left leg.
Physician put a plate on respondent's broken bones and put screws
and pins in his ankle.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: INTERNET




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

Nickolas Joe Williams (Respondent) 405-884-2382 405-884-2382
3.STREET ADDRESS 4 .CITY ST ZIPCODE
P.O. Box 899 Hinton OK 73047
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE

Hinton OK 73047

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
Kite tube may be under recall for CAP NR#06-210.00

od
- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 28YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY self b
05/27/2006 broken bones in left leg, and left ankle RELATIONSHIP
: self
9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 10.BRAND NAME
kite tube Wego

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE

Sportsstuff
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
M# unknown, DOM unknown

ISSUE 43
07/24/2006

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

OR MODIFIED? NO
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE

INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

DATE PURCHASED 01/01/2006 AGE 4M

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
Unknown

MANUFACTURER?

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18. PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19.MAY WE
R N
NOT,

'\ IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO

USE YOUR

ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH

CONTACT THEM? wnth consumer THIS
' REPORT?
YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) ({22.DOCUMENT NO.
‘ 07/21/2006 emj/HL H0670200A
23 _.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(8)
1200

25 .DISTRIBUTION

emj 07/21/2006

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

~CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



H0670200A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signature Date

1

I request that you do not release my name.

.\ { You may release my name to the manufacturer but
I request that you not release it to the general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
the public.







O 0

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
Alisa Hayes 910-323-2481 unknown
3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST ZIPCODE
517 Rob Road Stedman NC 28391
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
unknown Stedman NC 28391
5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
170 1lb., 5'11" tall, son was riding the kite tube as it was being
pulled by a boat at about 25 miles per hour, when it suddenly
- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN / 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 23YM ({{?? RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY : 'b//// Zachary hayes
06/04/2006 see narrative. COMMENTS:_vES : RELATIONSHIP
~ OVERRWLED: __ AFTRCMED son

——v——

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
kite tube

10.BRAND NAME
Wego Kite Tube

-E;z:guﬁx
: Mimumw

— REMOTFY,
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff 42 M# unknown DOM unknown
k
ot ISSUE 42 |3 s NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown Overtons
unknown 07/20/2006 unknown
Greenville, NC
unknown
14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 05/29/2006 AGE 5D

1F YES, fEFORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:
DESCRIBE:

unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO YES ‘USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THIS
no REPORT?
YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/19/2006 myg/HL H0670181A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200

25 .DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

myg 07/19/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN
H0670181A

Narrative Continued

started going side to side, the took a ndse dive. Son was thrown
out the side of kite tube and into water, where he was knocked
unconscious. Other son jumped into water and took his face out
water. Son regained consciousness after 2 minutes.

Son started vomiting in route to to hospital.

Consumer took son to Bladen Regional hospital in Elizabethtown,
NC, where ER staff performed X-ray and MRI's and determined son
sustained bruising to rib cage, and a severe concussion. Son was
discharged same day.

6/19/2006 Consumer called and explained incident to dealer's rep.
(name unknown) who offered consumer a full refund and stated that
he will have the kite tube taken off the shelves. Rep. also
commented that they have had too many reports of problems with
the product.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
Alisa Hayes 910-323-2481 unknown

3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST ZIPCODE
517 Rob Road Stedman NC 28391

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS {4b,.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
unknown Stedman NC 28391

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

170 1b., 5'11" tall, son was riding the kite tube as it was being
pulled by a boat at about 25 miles per hour, when -it suddenly

- cont -~
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 23YM ’ RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT(S)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY Zachary hayes .
06/04/2006 see narrative. RELATIONSHIP
son

9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
kite tube

10.BRAND NAME
Wego Kite Tube

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE

Sportsstuff

unknown |SSUE 42
unknown

unknown

unknown 07/20/2006

12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
M# unknown DOM unknown

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE

Overtons |1\ RQA eankiﬁd :

unknown

Greenville, NC 27835
unknown | 80033\{—(05\( ‘

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 05/29/2006 AGE 5D

IF YES, EEFORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:

DESCRIBE: unknown

17.HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19.MAY WE

MANUFACTURER? NO YES USE YOUR

IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH

CONTACT THEM? ' : THIS

no REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED (21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) (22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/19/2006 myg/HL - HO670181A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE (S)
‘ 3200 :
25 .DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
myg 07/19/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029



HO0670181A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report please make them in the
space below.
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Mo

Y P\:JI‘Q\Q -
I conﬁrm that the information in the attached report

(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
_accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

@»dw ﬂaﬂ 200k

Sigrfature Date

D | request that you do not release my name.

] —ﬁ] You may release my name to the manufacturer but
| reguest that you not release it to the general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
the public.



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

44930
Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) - (WORK)
Matthew Thomas 847-515-8411 unknown

3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST ZIPCODE
10931 Cape Cod Lane Huntley iL 60142

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST 2ZIPCODE
unknown Huntley IL 60142

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD,

155 1b., 5'7"

tall,

INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
consumer was riding the kite tube as it was

being pulled by a boat driven by friend, at about 20 to 25 mph.

- cont -

6. DATE
" OF

INCIDENT (S)
06/25/2006

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS,

AGE/SEX
AND DESCRIBE INJURYWW

see narrative

OBTAIN
34 YIM

8 .IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM

RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
self

RELATIONSHIP
self

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT

kite tube

-—Wﬁ&,,

i 2

10.BRAND NAME
Wego Kite Tube

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE '

12 MdDEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR

Sportsstuff 42 M# uknown DOM unknown
urknown ISSUE 13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
866-831-5524 e-bay
unknown 07/20/2006 unknown
' unknown
unknown
14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED . NEW

OR MODIFIED? NO
BEFORE OR AFTER THE

IF YES,
INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006. AGE 24D

IF SO,
unknowq

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
NOTE:

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO | YES : USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THIS
yes REPORT?
YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED (21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/19/2006 myg/HL HO0670176A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200

25.DISTRIBUTION

myg 07/19/2006

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIﬁENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN

Narrative Continued

~ HO670176A

Consumer said the kite tube was holding steady at approximately
5' to 8' high in air, elevating to about 10' high, when it
drastically increase its height. Once it reached about 25' high,
the kite tube started to become unstable, swaying back and forth,
at high speed, where consumer began to lose control for about a
second. The kite tube then inverted and dove into water. Friend
turned the boat around and pulled consumer out of water, who
appeared to be in a daze. 30 minutes later, consumer started to
regain consciousness. :

Consumer was taken to Skaggs Hospital in Branson, MO, Tel:
417-335-7000, where ER staff performed a cat scan and x-ray.
Physician determined consumer had sustained a severe concussion,
with pulled ligaments in neck and back. Physician prescribed

" pain medication and advised to be woken up, from sleep, every 2
hours. If his pupils appeared to be of different dilation, he
will need to re-visit hospital. Consumer was discharged same
day.

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY




i

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

Matthew Thomas 847-515-8411 unknown
3.STREET ADDRESS 4,CITY ST Z1IPCODE

10931 Cape Cod Lane Huntley L 60142
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b,INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE

unknown s R ryn<on MO € o B (< -

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD,
155 1lb., 5'7" tall, consumer was

INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

6153
riding the kite tube as it was

being pulled by a boat, driven by friend, at about 20 to 25 mph.

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
' J OF AGE/SEX 34YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
AND DESCRIBE INJURY self
S
I 8&8&%8 ) see narrative RELATIONSHIP
self
9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 10.BRAND NAME:
rite tube Wego Kite Tube
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff - ' M# uknown DOM unknown <= :”OOO
known ; —_—
Unknown ISSUE 42 |13 pEaLER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
866-831-5524 0712012006 e-bay Spisth Mer:ne
Kn unknown — i
unknown unknown 1191 E- Mt G ’gml Ln,
unknown

Dandes . IL (24 25

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED
OR MODIFIED? NO ,
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE
INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
DATE PURCHASED 0610112006 AGE 24D

P.G.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
,, unknown

INevw K:ie Hfg)ﬁ‘wy«\n\g“ You're W:ling

TR

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19 .MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO YES - USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? : THIS
yes REPORT?
YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED {21,.RECEBIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07119/2006 myg/HL HO670176A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200

25 .DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
myg 07/1912006 :

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



HO0670176A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

SQQ C}‘C\ T\C“jes .e n ; NS 0\1 /\*\» re Per“}

l’}é Ir\(io\nﬁ- C"’“‘}
J2. Moy *
,3 D@c\lQr‘

)é . W ey 1\_:73

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

L _iojao)

Signature : Date /7

| request that you do not release my name.

| You may release my name to the manufacturer but
- | request that you not release it to the general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturerand to
the public.




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT.REPORT

pho4> o
Region: WESTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
James Howard 503-409-4798 unknown

3.STREET ADDRESS 4 .CITY ST ZIPCODE
110 Browney Avenue Apt 7 D Salem OR 97302

4a.EMATL ADDRESS 4b . INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
unknown Salem . OR 97302

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

135 1b., 5'11" tall, son was riding the kite tube as it was being
pulled by boat, driven by consumer, at about 20 to 25 miles per
- cont - ' '

. 6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
. OF AGE/SEX 22YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME

INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY not given

" 07/16/2006 see narrative. RELATIONSHIP

son
10.BRAND NAME

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT -

kite tube Sportsstuff
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff S 4 M# unknown DOM unknown
unknown ISSUE 42 | 37 earer's NaME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown e-bay
unknown 07/18/2006 unknown
unknown
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED,
OR MODIFIED? NO

REPAIRED

DATE PURCHASED (06/15/2006 AGE 1M

IF YES, EEFORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:
DESCRIBE: unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES YES USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THIS
REPORT?
YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) [22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/17/2006 myg/HL HO670145A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S) - S
3200

25 .DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

myg 07/17/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004). OMB 3041-0029






CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN
H0670145A

Narrative Continued

hour, when it suddenly went 25' to 30' up in air, then turned
sideways. Son was thrown into water.

Son was transported by ambulance to Stayton Memorial Hospital in
Stayton, OR, where ER staff, issued son with pain son had
sustained 2 crushed vertebrae in neck. ER physician, Dr. Charles
Stringham, referred son to a neurosurgeon for further treatment.
Son was released same day.

Consumer scheduled appt. with neurosurgeon, Dr. Jerry Hubbard's,
office for July 27th.

07/17/2006 Consumer called and explained incident to
manufacturer's rep. (name unknown) who offered to send consumer a
replacement tube; consumer has not accepted.

Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY




H0670145A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make conceming your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. !

WW 7*7‘15 o< .

‘S/gnature Date

'] 1request that you do not release my name.

I
[ E—

——

\ j: You may release my name to the manufacturer but
—=* | request that you not release it to the general public.

[— You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
‘the public.



4 | QTR

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT ’ Region: EASTERN
1.NAME OF RESPONDENT ' 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) {(WORK)
I _ unknown
3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY ST ZIPCODE
R Terre Haute , IN 47802
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS ' 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
unknown : Terre Haute IN 47802

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

170 1b., 6' tall, son was riding the kite tube while belng pulled
by a jet ski, at about 30 to 3B miles per hour. Per son's

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN " |8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 17YM n RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S)| AND DESCRIBE INJURMSERALRNIDIE. not given -
06/01/2006 see narrative COMMENTS: e YES S e SN L RELATIONSHIP
g 72 c . son
9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT 10.BRAND NAME

water kite tube mﬁ* 7“‘5fw Wego Kite Tube
2

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12. MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR

Sportstuff Inc. S 1 M# unknown DOM unknown
ﬂﬂﬁmﬁ | SUE 41 13 DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown Cope Marine
unknown 07/ 1 4/2006 unknown
: : : O'fallon, IL

618-632-6353

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPATRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 02/11/2006 AGE 4 M
IF YES, fEFORE OR AFIER THE 16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF SO, NOTE:
DESCRIBE: "adult supervision"

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES YES . USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? THIS
REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/13/2006 myg/HL . HO670119A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200
25.DISTRIBUTION ~ {26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
myg 07/13/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN
H0670119A

Narrative Continued

description, the tube was lifted approximately 9 to 15' in the
air, where it became inverted, slamming him onto the water. Son
was taken to shore. After returning home, son started coughing
up blood with severe back pain.

{(same day) Consumer took son Union Hospital in Terre Haute, IN,
where a CT scan and an MRI was performed. Physician reviewed and
son had sustained a mild concussion, bruising to lung, bruising
to spleen and a possible fracture to T8 vertebra, which was later
ruled out.  Physician issued son with pain medication. Consumer
was kept for 2 nights and was later discharged. Per physician,
advised son 3 months of no contact sports.

Consumer feels the water tube presents a serious injury hazard.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY




H0670119A

. If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

et S/’én - -

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. '

ignature . Date

[ request that you do not release my name.

You may release iny name to the manufacturer but
| request that you not release it to the general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
‘the public.



o _ CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT _ Region: WESTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT - - 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

- N | R unknown

3.STREET ADDRESS. : - |a.ciTY o ST ZIPCODE
= \ | SR ' : MN 56308

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS - 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST  ZIPCODE
unknown : QAT - : MN 56308

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
.Consumer feels the klte tube presents a serious 1njury hazard

- cont -
6. DATE 7 IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEx 1 YM ' _ RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (5)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY (7]09) seff . -
06/27/2006 see narrative ~ RELATIONSHIP
_ _ COMMENTS: JF:EAD - ‘A self
9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT : [Exc,s,omommégé ~ |10.BRAND NAME.
10" kite tube , : : ' “Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube
: : . _ .gﬁmmom B0 , A
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHQNE 12 .MODEL, . - SERIAL #'s, _DATE OF MFR
Sporttsuff Wego Kite Tube . - M# 53-5000 DOM unknown _
unknown . - ISSUEB 41 N3 hmarer s nanm, ADDRESS & PHONE
© 866-831-5524 ' . Stubs Marine
unknown ' 07/14/2006 unknown
' ‘ _ Alexandria, MN
_unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

OR MODIFIED? NO ' DATE PURCHASED 06/27/2006 - AGE 1D
- IF YES, fEF ORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? IF S0, NOTE:

DESCRIBE: | nKnow

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? [19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO  YES ‘ ' USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? ' _ o _ THIS
maybe o S ‘ REPORT?

, : . "~ NO

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED [(21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/13/2006 = | myg/HL . HO0670111A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION - - |24.PRODUCT CODE(S)
‘ 3200

25.DISTRIBUTION ' 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
' myg 07/13/2006 -

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) : : _ OMB 3041-0029




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT - . - Region: WESTERN -
H0670111A

Narrative Contlnued

180 1lb., 6'l tall, consumer was rldlng the kite tube while being
pulled by boat at no more than 20 miles per hour, when a gust of
wind lifted the kite tube approximately 45 to 50' up in the air,
and turning the kite tube to its side. Consumer was "shot down"
into the water. Consumer experienced temporary loss of breath
and began bleedlng from his mouth and nose. Consumer rested on

_ boat to regain breath whlle in severe pain. Consumer returned
back home. '

The following day, consumer visited Douglas County Clinic where ER )
staff performed a CT scan and an x-ray. Physician, Dr.

Dittburner, reviewed the CT scan and x-ray and determined

.consumer. sustained a partially collapsed and punctured lung with

a bleb of air that was squeezed out. Physician scheduled

consumer £ follow-up CT scan and advised consumer to stay off his

feet, Consumer was discharged same day.

06/29/2006 Consumer suddenly started coughing up blood.

06/29/2006 Consumer visited ER at Douglas County Hospital where ER
physician, Dr. Begheler, reviewed CT scan, performed by ER staff,
where he determined consumer experienced increased air around
lung and a lot of internal bruising. Consumer was given
medication by IV. Physician explained that if the air does not
subside, they will need to have it surgically removed. Consumer
was discharged same day.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY



e

H0670111A

If you have any changes, additibn_s, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below. v ' :

| confirm that the information in the attached report

“(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is

accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Sighature | o Date
" ’ |
) *\ | request that you do not release my name.

.
You may reiease my name to the manufacturer but

| request that you not release it to the general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
the public. ' :






CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)

3.STREET ADDRESS . 4.CITY ST  ZIPCODE

s i Somers . CT 06071

4a.EMAIL ADDRESS : 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
Somers CT 06071

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
Kite tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR#06-210.

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 14YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT(S)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY '/’t..- unknown :
07/09/2006 injured neck f? RELATIONSHIP -
COMMENTS: YES son

e OVERRU!
9.DESCRIPTION OF P T T—m o n -
RODIE o EXCISIONSIFOIA Exs azé‘/ 0 .BRAND NAM

- kite tube ‘ Revsions i Wego
' +ZIDONOTRENOTIFY . REBOTEY
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR

Sportsstuff - IS SUE 47 M# unknown, DOM unknown v
unknown ;.-w‘»‘:. = A

unknown is?«3id%. S4 113 DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown ) ] West Shore Marina

unknown : B7(19/20064 unknown

unknown
860-267-1764

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

OR MODIFIED? NO DATE PURCHASED 07/08/2006 AGE 1D

TNCine: oCTORE OR AFTER THE 16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
: IF SO, NOTE:

DESCRIBE: Only kite as high as you're willing to fall.

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.I5 THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES . YES ' » USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? with consumer THIS

REPORT?
YES '

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/18/2006 emj/HL HO670155A
23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 . PRODUCT CODE (S)
' 1200
25.DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

emj 07/18/2006
CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) OMB 3041-0029







CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

or—.

Region: EASTERN
H0670155A

Narrative Continued

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury.

54" tall, 120 lb. son was riding kite tube being pulled by boat
ar between 20 to 25 MPH. Son was coming down from the air
(height unknown) and landed in the water when he suddenly fell
onto the kite tube and injured his neck. Rx at home.

5'11" tall, 180 1lb. husband was riding kite tube being pulled by
boat at approximately 30 MPH. Husband was approximately 1' in
the air when he was blown off of kite tube. Husband landed in
water on his side and injured the right side of his body.

Consumer took husband to the ER at Backus Hospital in Norwich, CT
where he was examined by physician (name unknown). Physician
told consumer that the ribs on his right side were severely
bruised. Physician prescribed pain killers and told husband that
the bruising will heal on its own.

7/13/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the
incident to rep., (name unknown). Rep., told consumer that there
was a replacement program and to go online and pick out the
products that she wanted. Consumer requested a refund of her
money. Rep., told consumer that they were not offering refunds.

Vict #|Sex| = Age Name Relationship
2 M 47Y Ricky Wylot - husband
Vict # ‘ : Victim Injury Description

2 bruised ribs

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: INTERNET







HO670155A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
-space below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

PR ¥ A

Signature . Date

.j | request that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but
I request that you not release it to the general public.

"] You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
-~ the public. .






CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: WESTERN

1.NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
ST 5 . unknown
ST ZIPCODE
. 2 i CA 93065
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST  ZIPCODE
unknown Simi Valley CA 93065

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

6'2" 170 1lb., nephew was riding the kite tube as it was being _
pulled by boat, driven by consumer, at about 30 miles mph While
- cont - : ' . '
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM -

: OF = AGE/SEX 45YM RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME

INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY v </%“ 7 “self
06/27/2006 see narrative RELATIONSHIP

-~ _ _ commems:_v%‘_/m _ self

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT — OVERRC e > T10.BRAND NAME
kite tube A B Wego Kite Tube

. : - f N0 NOTRENOTFY M _ :

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE |12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
. Sportsstuff - M# unknown DOM unknown ‘ :

unknown ISSUE 42 I3 oEaLer's naMe, ADDRESS & PHONE
“unknown ‘ . ) - The Anchor
unknown 07/20/2006 unknown
' ' Rasida, CA
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED
'~ OR MODIFIED? NO

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE

INCIDENT?

DESCRIBE: ‘

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

' DATE PURCHASED 05/01/2006 AGE 1M

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
" unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES " YES o USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? : THIS
REPORT?
( YES
' FOR ADMINISTRATION USE : ,
20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/19/2006 myg/HL HO670177A _
23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE (S)
3200

25.DISTRIBUTION

26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
myg 07/19/2006 -

CPSC FORM ‘175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029






CONSUMER PRODUCT . INCIDENT REPORT

Region: WESTERN

Narrative Continued

HO0670177A

approximately 15' to 20' in air, he caught a gust of wind. As
consumer decreased the boat speed, the kite tube hit the water,
and nephew was thrown off. Consumer returned and picked up

nephew, who was in a state of shock and was spitting up blood.

Brother, who is a paramedic for the Los Angeles, CA fire dept. and
sister, who is a registered nurse, .and other 2 brothers, who were
at the scene, are EMTs, examined nephew. Nephew's bleeding
stopped on its own.

No further treatment was needed.

6/2006 180 1b.,_5'8'£all, consumef was riding the kite tube, as it
was being pulled by boat, driven by nephew, '‘at about 30 miles per
hour. As the kite tube reached approximately 20' high in air, he

suddenly. caught a gust of wind, taking the kite tube to one side ‘-

and throwing consumer into water. Consumer experienced temporary
loss of memory for a day and sustained a concussion. consumer
was examined by Brothers and sister, who also kept .close
observation of consumer. S

Vict #|Sex Age _ Name A Relationship
2 M 26Y Timothy M. Keane | . nephew '
Vict # Victim Injury Description
2 see narrative

Distributor Phone #: -

CPSC Source: DIRECTORY







* HOB7O0177A -

"If ydu have any changes additions, or comments you wish to‘ |
make concerning your attached report please make them in the
space below.

| confirm that the information in the attached repoi't , ,
- -(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief. ’ :

07—&7—@ .

Signa v " Date

]—_-’ | request that you do not release my name.

[

)«) You rh_ay release rhy name to the manufacturer but
| request that you not release it to the general public.

¢

i You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
— the pubilic. :







CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN

:l‘;,!NAME OF RESPONDENT 2 .PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
Nick Rabertson 317-507-7790 317-788-6340
3.STREET ADDRESS 4.CITY _ ST ZIPCODE
5715 Churchman Avenue Suite N Indianapolis : IN 46203
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS 4b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
Indianapolis ' : IN 46203

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD,

INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

Kite tube is under recall for CAP NR#06-210.

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX 18YM . - RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY O/v“l[ 97 -} James Robertson
07/15/2006 broken right collar bone / RELATIONSHIP
COMMENTS: . YES —NO @ brother

9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
kite tube

' EXCISIONS/FOIA EXS. s

Rovisions
£WW camRENOTFY

10.BRAND NAME
Wego

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE

ISSUE 43

Sportsstuff Inc.
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown

12 .MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
M# 53-5000, DOM unknown

13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
Buster's Marine ebay dealer ‘

07/25/2006 |  unknown

unknown
unknown

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED

OR MODIFIED? NO .

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE

INCIDENT?
DESCRIBE:

15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW
DATE PURCHASED 07/06/2006 AGE 9D

16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
Never kite higher than you're willing to fall.

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? 19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES YES USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? with consumer THIS
REPORT?
YES
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED (21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/21/2006 emj/HL : HO670210A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION 24 .PRODUCT CODE (S)
1200
25.DISTRIBUTION 26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

emj 07/24/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029






L@

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN
K : H0670210A

Narrative Continued

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury.

6' tall, 155 1lb. brother was riding kite tube being pulled by a
boat going approximately 30 MPH. Brother was approximately
15-20' in the air when a gust of wind caused kite tube to flip
over. Brother lost control of kite tube and fell into the water
head and shoulder first. Consumer helped brother climb onto the
boat and out of the water.

7/15/2006 Ambulance took brother to the ER at Bloomington Hospital
in Bloomington, IN where he was examined by physician (name
unknown). Physician told brother that his right collar bone was
broken. Physician prescribed pain killers for brother and put
his right arm into a sling.

7/19/2006 Consumer contacted the manufacturer and explained the
incident to rep., (name unknown). Rep., offered consumer free
manufacturer products. Consumer declined offer.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: CPO




H0670210A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

7-28-0C
Signature Date

;: | | lrequest that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but
‘' lrequest that you not release it to the general public.

: a/ You may release my name to the manufacturer and to

= the public.



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region: EASTERN

2..PHONE NO. (HOME) WORK)

'1.NAME OF RESPONDENT

ST YR YO . - < " y
- 3.STREET ADDRESS* 4 .CITY T _ ZIPCODE
ARG i SRR s MEEN 33556
4a .EMAIL ADDRESS ‘ - 14b.INCIDENT CITY ST ZIPCODE
unknown * Odessa FL 33556

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
Consumer feels the kite tube presents a serious injury hazard.

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF AGE/SEX S0Y/F A . RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (S)| AND DESCRIBE INJURY _(;/%M- 017 self
05/14/2006 floater to right eye U RELATIONSHIP
- . [FRIPRVLBR HOTIFIED :
} : ) self
. 9.DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT ~—— OVERRULED: __ATAGHED |10 . BRAND NAME
kite tube ﬁx:smusnrom Se Wego Kite Tube
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & T3 MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff . ot " M# 12063 DOM unknown E
. _
Ko ISSUE 43 [[370parer's naME, ADDRESS & PHONE
unknown . o ) Overtons (internet purchase)
unknown ‘ 07/26/2006 unknown
. - - Greenville, NC -
unknown

14.WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED 15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

OR MODIFIED? YES _ DATE PURCHASED 03/11/2006 AGE 2M

IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE - |16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
~ INCIDENT? AFTER - - 'IF SO, NOTE: '

DESCRIBE: o L unknown

damage: see narrative.

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES. , NO o USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN. TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? , discarded , C ' THIS
 REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
07/25/2006 myg/HL _ H0670234A
23.FOLLOW-UP ACTION . o - 24 .PRODUCT CODE (S)
, ' : S 3200 ‘
25.DISTRIBUTION |26 .ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
myg 07/25/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) N o OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

Region: EASTERN

Narrative Continued

' H0670234A

113 1b., 5'1-2" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube on lake,

while being towed by boat (speed unknown), driven by husband, who'

is a physician. As consumer was riding the kite tube, she
suspects.a gust of wind came through, lifting her and the kite
tube approximately 20' high into air, which then plummeted into
the water.  Consumer said impact of water was to right side of
her face. Consumer felt numbness to face, with light headache
for the day.

Shortly after incident (within one or 2 days), in morning,
. consumer noticed a floater in her right eye.

05/15/2006 Consumer visited with ophthalmologist, Raymond Sever,
for the Florida Eye Center in Tampa, FL, who examined consumer's
eye and confirmed consumer she had sustained a floater in her
right eye. Ophthalmologist indicated that. the floater may be
permanent . -

. Consumer poked a hole in kite tube to prevent further usage and
- discarded.

.7/2006 Consumer became aware of CAP for NR# 06-210.

7/24/2006 Consumer called mfr. and explained incident .to rep.
(name unknown) who said due to consumer no longer having

‘possession of the kite tube, she will need a "receipt of
purchase" to receive a replacement. )

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC- Source: DIRECTORY




« - , | HO0670234A

_ If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below.

CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region;: EASTERN
' H0670234A -
Narrative Continued . _
113 1lb., S5'1-2" tall, consumer was riding the kite tube on lake,
while’ belng towed by boat (speed unknown), driven by husband, who bano
is a physician. As consumer was riding the kite tube, she. WQS fl\/
suspects a gust of wind came through, lifting her and the kite :0
tube approximately 20' high into air, which then plummeted into a rC Q
the water. Consumer said impact of water was to right side of ~— on
her face. Consumer felt numbness to face, with light headache g ol
for the day. 0O : PCC

[T I

| confirm that the information in the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

| request that you do not release my name.

v

ou may release rhy n_éme to the manufacturer but
| request that you not release it to the general public.

___J

“You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
the publlc



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

~ Region: WESTERN

1 -NAME OF RESPONDENT

4a EMAIL ADDRESS

2.PHONE .NO.. (HOME) (WORK) -
P g " unknown
4,CITY ST . ZIPCODE
Por T RO Wl 54703
4b.INCIDENT CITY ST - ZIPCODE
“Oclair wi 54703

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD,

INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

The 6'3" tall, 215 1b., consumer was being pulled approx 20 miles
per hour, when the tube became airborne. The tube hit the water
- cont - : T o
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8.IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM .

OF AGE/SEX 41YM - RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME

INCIDENT (S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY (/V“\‘ {8/0(? self

06/18/2006 broken right ankle . PRVLER NOTIFIER , RELATIONSHIP

: : COMMENTS: _VE AO self

Q.PESCRIPTION OF  PRODUCT _4;5 l e 25¢. 10.BRAND NAME
infiatable tube for water activity- 4 Revuom_ _ Wego Kite Tube

11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR & PHONE |(12.MODEL, SERIAL #'s, DATE OF MFR

- Sportsstuff ' unknown : :
k : :
Unknown ISSUE 45 13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE
" unknown . Shields Sporting Goods
unknown 08/09/2006 unknown
Eau Claire Wi
unknown

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED
OR MODIFIED? NO
IF YES, BEFORE OR AFTER THE
INCIDENT? '
DESCRIBE:

'|15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW

' DATE PURCHASED 06/01/2006 AGE 2M

16.DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?

IF SO, NOTE:
" unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? |19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? NO NO USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? The owner has the product. THIS
yes ‘ REPORT?
NO
FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.
08/08/2006 mlj/HL H0680061A
23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION. - 124 . PRODUCT CODE(S)
3200 -

25.DISTRIBUTION

26 ,ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
mlj 08/08/2006

CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004)

OMB 3041-0029



CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT -

Reglon WESTERN
H0680061A

Narratlve Contlnued

and became airborne a second time. When the tube hit the water
the 2nd time, the consumer wrenched his right ankle. Both ankles
were in the pockets of this tube, that are designated for the
feet.

The consumer was taken to St. Joseph's Hospital, Chippewa Fall,
WI. X-rays were taken and the consumer's right foot was placed
in a temporary cast, because his right ankle was broken. The
consumer was scheduled to see an orthopedic surgeon the follow1ng
week. .

.The consumer saw the the orthopedic surgeon the following week and

‘based on his x-rays, surgery was recommended. The consumer had
surgery the following week. .

The consumer plans to contact the firm at a later time.

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: INTERNET




HO680061A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the
space below. ‘ -

Mn the dobe fid the wetem a
SQC.@r\'«Q fibe it became q - born{t ® ook
a hardl e h Fhe pight- o the Pshr Side

»0# H—»L ‘/’UAL [‘;i-(-'f'hc.g/a;la.%”@n it Q.cﬂge_

e Fheei me. ou7L, wr"‘LA-’ ’h‘/ #C€+ stidl in
%‘LLY/OO‘C_ ,éL7/‘S | | | |

| confirm that the information in the attached report _
~ '(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) is
accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief.

W /4. 74

Date

|gnare

| request that you do not release my name.

;}/f.ﬁu may release my name to the manufacturer but
- | request that you not release it to the general public.

j You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
the public. '



' CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT ~ Region: EASTERN

1°NAME OF RESPONDENT 2.PHONE NO. (HOME) . (WORK)
4.ciTY ' ‘ ' ST  ZIPCODE
3 » S : SC 29681
4a.EMAIL ADDRESS ST -ZIPCODE
sc 29681

5.DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES
.Klte tube appears to be under recall for CAP NR#OG 210

- cont -
6. DATE 7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS, OBTAIN 8 .IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
: OF AGE/SEX 15YM ' ‘ RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENT (8S) AND DESCRIBE INJURY _ not given
07/02/2006 laceration to Iiver; bruised lower right lung o RELATIONSHIP
. son
9 .DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT o . |10.BRAND NAME.
“kite tube , ’ Wego
11.MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE 12.MODEL, SERIAL #° s,DDATE OF MFR
Sportsstuff - ISSUE 46 — “M# unknown, DOM unknown
unknown : . e
‘unknown . | A 13.DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHOM&“j
" unknown ‘ | - Sportsstuff
wknown 08/14/2006 | uwknown e yesiZo 78
: . ‘ , . unknown //__ OVERRULED; e,
unknown ‘
. ,,Bmmmwnmaméﬁ;,

14 .WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED |15.PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW .

- OR MODIFIED? NO , DATE PURCHASED 06/30/2006 AGE 2D
1IF YES, fEFORE OR AFTER THE |16 .DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
INCIDENT? _ v IF SO, NOTE:

DESCRIBE: ' » - ‘unknown

17 .HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18.IS THE PRODUCT STILL AVAILABLE? '19.MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES YES : USE YOUR
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION ' NAME WITH
CONTACT THEM? with consumer ) THIS

! : ' REPORT?
YES

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE

20.DATE RECEIVED |21.RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22.DOCUMENT NO.

~ 08/11/2006 . emj/HL HO680123A _

23 .FOLLOW-UP ACTION - - |{24.PRODUCT CODE (S)
. o o 1200 :

25.DISTRIBUTION ~° |26.ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE

‘ emj 08/11/2006 - _
CPSC FORM 175 (03/2004) , _ OMB 3041-0029




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT

‘Region: EASTERN

H0680123A

Narrative. Continued

Consumer believes kite tube poses a risk of injury.

5'7" tall, 140 lb. son was riding" klte tube being pulled by a boat

travellng approx1mately 30 MPH. Kite tube and son were
approximately 20' in the air when the boat turned caus1ng a gust
of wind to-take kite tube up an additional 10'. "Kite tube
flipped causing son to fall approximately 30' into the water on
his right side. ' Son became unconscious and was floating face
down in the water. Husband turned son over and son regained
consciousness. Four people pulled son out of the water and slid

him onto the back of the boat. Son was coughing up small amounts

of blood.. Husband. contacted 911.

7/2/2006 Son was taken by ambulance to Oconee Memorial Hospital in
Seneca, SC where he was examined and treated by phy31c1an (name
unknown) . Physician performed a CAT scan and took X-rays.
Physician told husband that son had a laceration of the 11ver and
a bruised lower rlght lung..

7/2/2006 Son was transferred to Greenville Memorial Hospital in
Greenville, SC were he was observed for two days.

' 7/2006 Husband contacted the manufacturer and explained the
incident to rep., (name unknown). Rep., told husband that they

were not offering refunds and that they were only offering other
merchandise. :

Distributor Phone #:

CPSC Source: WOM




L g

HO680123A

if yeu have any changes, addit'iohs or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the

space below.

I confirm that the informationin the attached report
(including any changes, additions, or comments | have made) i is :
accurate to the best of my knowledge and behef

| request that you do notrelease my name.

e = . '
- L7 You may release my name to the manufacturer but
— requeSt that you not release it to the general public.

|T You may release my name to the manufacturer and to
— the public.



f’

- Victim's Telephone 7

_Doc Mo: 10670180A issue:41 . 07/12/2006
07/10/2006 20:11:03 ' ' :

Name'

Addre

City

State; N '

Zip = | EapRusRHATEER S \
NO .

Email comMENTgV-E;R\ﬁE‘ . ATIRCHED

(/
inti u\as N
Name of Victim gxctsmNS‘FO

Victim's Addres S A ‘ 7"’ Y ,_..B
Victim's City =% : ' AL DONOTRE ; ‘7

Victim's State ,
Victim's Zip = 56308 !

Inmdent Description: While using the Wego Kltetube Tyler was violently thrown into the water from an estimated

height of 15 to 20 feet the boat speed was
approximately 15 mph. He landed on his back and was unable to respond for approxrmately 30 to 45 seconds He

‘was unable to stand

and was in very severe pain. We took him to the emergency room of our local hospitol and x-rays and CT scan-and
lab work. He did

have blood in his urine and all other tests came back normal. He had very large bruses on his Iower back from the
impact. | believe that

the speed of the boat in thier demonstration vrdeo in excess of the speed they fecomend for the Kite tube. He was
unable to get out of

bed for 36 hours and after that amount of time he started to feel better. He stlll has some discomfort in his left rib
area and lower back

pain. We watched and followed the manufacturers DVD. This product is very unsafe and even on calm days without
a gust of wind is

very unpredictable. We are very thankful that Tyler is domg as weII as he is but | fear for the people who purchase
and use this kitetube

not knowing the dangers that it presents if any further information is needed from us feel free to contact me Lee
Ostendorf at work 320~

763-4111. Home 320-762-8540. Thank-you for your help. Regards Lee Ostendorf

Victim's age at time of incident = 15

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6-27-06

Product involved = Wego Kitetube :

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego

Manufacturer street address = Sportstuff Inc. 11213 E Clrcle Suite A Omaha, NE 68137
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =

Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = 53-5000
Date product purchased = 06-24-06 -

Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only



 10670180A

If you have any changes addmons or comments you wnsh to s |
make concerning your attached report please make them in the space
below. .

| confirm thet the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

of my knowledge and belief.

Ignatu

| request that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that
you not release it to the general public.

w

You mey release my name to the manufacturer and tc the public.




—ne

o

. “h.Doc No: 10670217A Issue: 41 07/14/2006
© 07/12/2006 16:08:04 ‘ o
Name = Sonja Win

Address = POB 295
City = Palmer

State = Texas | | ' |
Zip = 75152 ' L : . (/%M {

Email = sonjawitt@247365.com

" Telephone = 9728462901 ' " ‘ COMHEN TS RED: __Amcuem
Name of Victim = Zack Witt .~ - ' v
Victim's Address = PO Box 295 : : ~ EXC'SE:,?,’,?‘AE“
Victim's City = Palmer : , - .

Victim's State = Texas
Victim's Zip = 75152
Victim's Telephone = 9728462901

tncident Description: | was-driving the boat, and pulhng my son on the Wego Kite Tube. He was in the air-at varying
heights and stable for a while. A sudden :
gust of wind caused the tube to rise, then rotate right, catapulting my son into the water It appeared that he was
‘approximately 30-35

* feet in the air. The impact knocked the air out of him. He got back into the boat W|th brunses aIready VISIble on his
back and complaining of
pain in his back and left leg. He was taken by ambulance to a local hospltal and then careflighted to Baylor Hospltal
in Dallas. It was later
determined that he had fractured three vertebrae. We are blessed that there was no spmal cord involvement, and he
is expected to make ~
a full recovery. He was weanng anew neoprene life vest It is my bellef that he would have sustalned more injuries .
had he been v
wearing the standard type fife vest.

Itis also my belief that these kite tubes are mherently dangerous Neither the rider nor the driver can react qmckly

enough to changes in
the wind direction or velocity nor shlftlng of the rider's weight nor boat direction or speed which adversely affects the

" . tube. The tube is
poorly designed and it is my sincere desire that they be taken off the market,

Victim's age at time of incident = 14

Victim's sex = Male:

Date of incident = 7/1/06 .

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff
Manufacturer street address = www.sportsstuff.com
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
Date product purchased = 5/7/06

Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and publlc


http://www.sportsstuff.com

0670217A

tt you-have any changes, addmons or comments you wnsh to

below.

" make concerning your attached report please make them in ‘the space

| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

fre

- of my ktovvredge and belref

S ;. .
/ ;3 ; . . / /‘ )
/‘\/;°' e S o 7
AL AT TS 7 e
A L : I TAVN

Srgnatu*e ) - Date’

cuest that you do not r= ease my name.

You may release my name 0 the manufacturer but | aquest that
you 1ot release it to the ge:.ieral public. ' '

L Yoi: may release my nam: {0 the ma'nufacturer and t the public.



4
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Doc No: 10670223A issue:41  07/14/2006
07/12/2006 18:26:40 '

Name = Quinn Eades

" Address = 6499 N Lakeshore Dr

City = Shreveport
State = Louisiana

Zip = 71107

Email = qeades@sport.rr.com . : ' '
Telephone = 318-309-8507 o - . , mkﬁm‘y
Name of Victim = Quinn Eades - : ’ . * COMMENTS: __YES _I/NO

Victim's Address = 6499 N Lakeshore Dr ——OVERRULED: — ATTACHED

Victim's City = Shreveport ' e EXCISIONS/FOIA BX8. oo s .
C ey . . Revisions
Victim's State = Louisiana

~ Victim's Zip = 71107 - : agnmasuanrv —-RENOTFY,

Victim's Telephone = 318-309-8507 o o e : o -/?N‘ i /[

Incndent Description: | was using the Wego Klte Tube on Cross Lake according to the mstructrons/vrdeo | was about
15 feet off the water and wind hit the '

" tube making it EXTREMELY unsteady [ hit the water so hard it knocked the breath out of me. | was |n severe pain.

We took the tube back
and deflated it. | had to see a doctor twice. My doctor said | probably tore muscle or pulled the carthdge away from

me ribs. This tube is
highly dangerous and very unsteady. The video never states that. The manual does reference it, but to no great

degree.

Victim's age at time of incident = 41

Victim's sex = Male .

Date of incident = 06/08/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff

Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir Suite A :

Place where manufactured (City-and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137

- Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
Date product purchased = 05/06
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public -


mailto:qeades@sport.rr.com

10670223A

~ if you have any changes, additions, or comments you wishto
make concerning your attached report please make them in the space
below.

A I stedd LT o~ on //\L, a/qo Ayta 7[‘4&& Oer -
(ross /6,,/<<, ,A J/z/mqpof,l (h. T wes Wﬂay,wa/.e
15 ot FE bhae vedtr Chan o gust oF Wind
,Z‘/I/JPLC/ W fohe and j/mnu/ ML //17% Ha_ uuc\/(
T s /n SRvire ﬂau/\ f Cold éﬁ\/a_/y é/w\yv

T ook ko Fuhe bo k.t S hore . T eci<,
/0\//7 /V'Lﬂ_r//l(cv?[?()ﬂ éu%’ ﬂ\c\,f",/(,( /(07[- /UL/W I_S'c\.cu

dec for cgnd A Fock X- f‘c‘.?/_f'i Ha
/L/c‘ngl Cl /Fl CJ[

Ue cle e
‘ %ng/j Al Amo/// brusad ribs. |
./]uf o hatler in Dol S d"‘P o sme My d“"["/“vwl
vesord had /oa\m' /WJLUN”/IO/’ o d mosc e rolayers
Ller § duys T w55 /Lov‘— fstfer . L Seem My oot —
A L‘f e /’,’oéa— fora ’V\US(JJZ.. 14 -/C\/L. (u/!‘/‘u?&.

/
pnd A’Z’pifif ‘{my Lo WL priscrind more poin ilers
i:—;\/\o\) u)L A—{‘LIO‘XJL‘) .L"" UNGO V"L” olar O~ \N\Mx'h h»..éuf»- b.ﬁ. .
| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any 57"”“’) L
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best‘“‘ liahe
of my knowledge and belief. - - g - MT”"‘(X
. A : AV LA |
A< | 7//7/0»4» |
Signature Date

| request that you do not release my.namé.

D You may release my name to the ménufacturer but | request t'nét "
you not release it to the general public. :

You may release my n'ame' to the manufacturer and to the public.

T
'
’ LI



e

- Victim's City =

Doc No: 10670258A Issue:42  07/17/2006
07/14/2006 14:27:20 ‘ ' ' .

Telephone = SR
Name of Victim =
Victim's Address = ;

Victim's State = B0
Victim's Zip = 83642
Victim's Telephone = 2

Incident Description: On Saturday July 8th 2006 Lisa was riding on a SportsStuff Wego KITE Tube on Saturday at

Owyhee Resevoir. After about 1 minute

_she was trown from it. She sustained a broken back and 3 broken ribs

Victim's age at time of incident = 37

Victim's sex = Female

Date of incident = 07/08/2006

Product involved = SportsStuff Wego KITE Tube
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportsStuff

“Manufacturer street address = 7?7
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) Omaho, Neb

Product involved still available = Yes ,

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Klte tube
Date product purchased = ??

Name Release = Do not release name

{FRIPRVLAR NOTIFIED /
COMMENTSOVER e YES 2. gy

AC—ISIONSIFOIA Est.ZS-‘/-v

‘7 Revlsion*‘ .
£ 50 NOTRENOTIFY RE-W

(//’W//N



| 10670258

!

If you have any chahges additions, or comments y0u' wish to |
make concerning your attached report please make them in the space o
below.

| confirm that the information in the attached reportv (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the. best
~ of my knowledge and belief. :

|- lrequest that you do not release my name.‘

N “ " You may reiease my name to the manufacturer but | request that”
LX:J you not release it to the general public. _

" You may release m»y name to.the _manufacturer and to.the public.



o
- Doc No: 10670263A Issue:42 - 07/18/2006

. 07/14/2006 18:21:50°
i
Name = David Meyer .
Address = 908 11th Avenue NE
City = Aberdeen
State = South Dakota

Zip = 57401

Email = itsallgreektome@abe.midco.net

Telephone = 605-226-8101 WFRPRVIBRNOTIFIED

Name of Victim = David Meyer commsms:__vgsn NO \THCHED
Victim's Address = 908 11th Avenue Northeast .. OVERRULED; e

Victim's City = Aberdeen ' __EXC‘%S_IZ?;O‘AE‘"——““"
Victim's State = South Dakota ' f

Victim's Zip = 57401 _ DONOTRENOTIFY

Victim's Telephone = 605-226-8101 /ﬁlw 1 %o

Incident Description: Injury suffered while using the Wego Kite Tube. Was thrown while in the air and suffered a torn
AC in the left shoulder.

Victim's age at time of incident = 34

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/25/2006

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff

Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Circle, Suite A

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska
Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube, Model #53-5000
Date product purchased = June of 2006

Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public


http://midco.net

10670263A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space
below.

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

Qe 25/%

Stghature D) Ay WM E Yer Date

| request that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that
you not release it to the general public.

)
% You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.






. 07/1 5/2006 12:37:21

Name = mike little
Address = 930 w blue ridge dr

City = sanford
~ State = Michigan
Zip = 48657

Email = mike.little@tds. net

Telephone = 989-687-6933

Name of Victim = mike little

Victim's Address = 930 w blue ndge dr.
-Victim's City = sanford

Victim's State = Michigan

Victim's Zip = 48657

Victim's Telephone = 989-687-6933

Inmdent Description: Wego Kite Tube crashed |nto water on top of victim.
neck, back and right leg.- .

Victim's age at time of incident = 50

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 05/03/2006

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube ‘

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego

Manufacturer street address = : .
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) omaha, ne
Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date wego k|te tube
Date product purchased = 4/3/2006 _

Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public

Doc No: 106702884 issue:42  07/18/2006

COMMENTS: _.YES./
WWLED —AT m&Eﬁ

EXCISlONSIFOlA EXB. e
Revisions

Y AU——

T

Victim sustained concussion and injury to


mailto:mike.little@tds.net




10670288A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to . _
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space” ..~
below.. | . - | -

| confirm that the information in the attached reporf _(ihclUdihg any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best -
of my knowledge and belief. -

N R A _gfseot

Signbt‘ﬁr’é_ \/ | - Dat

‘L__ o requeSt thaf you do not release my name.
T You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that
| you not release it to the general pubilic.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.






‘ ‘I&
énoc No: 10670304A Issue:42  07/18/2006
07/16/2006 20:03:31 : '

Name = robert marlow
Address = PO 83

City = Lakeside
State = Montana '
Zip = 59922 : _ ' | R -

Email = robzzilla@yahoo.com
Telephone = 6198517591 : _ e ./
Name of Victim = Robert Marlow , . COMMENTS: ___YES (N0
Victim's Address = PO 83 ~— OVERRULED: ‘mf@
Victim's City = Lakeside —E"C‘S'°NS’F°'AM ’
Victim's State ='Montana
Victim's Zip = 59922 ‘
Victim‘s Telephone = 6198517591 o L : o

P (/V\M 1 é 8//0‘7

lncndent Description: While being towed on the Sportstuff Kite Tube, the tube sharply dove from an allitude of 15 feet
uncontrolably. Tube then collapsed and
threw the rider (Robert) into the air causing violent crash. The |mpact caused cracked and brunsed ribs. Breathing -
- difficulties and lung
problems.. Doctor claims 6 months to recover fully lam unable to work, and unable to enjoy summer activites. The
product did not ,
perform as the manufacturer stated. The tube is very mlsleadmg and is dangerous.

[ DONOTRENOTIFY __REAOTIFY.

Victim's age at time of incident = 43
. Victim's sex = Male
Date of incident = 07092006
Product involved = Wego Kite Tube .
Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff inc
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle Suite A
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) Omaha NE United States
Product involved stilt available = Yes
- Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube
Date product purchased = 07092006
Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public


mailto:robzzilla@yahoo.com




" |  I0670304A

"i
N
.

- Hyou havé any changes, additions, or comments you wishto
make concerning your attached report please make them in the Space

below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report (inciuding any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the. best
of my knowledge and belief. : :

Mam o 07/727/03

Signature - Date

| request that you do not release my»namé. ,

You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that
you not release it to the general public.

oc

DZ - You may release my name to the manufacturer and to thé public.






-
'

Y 5

Doc NO: 10680320A : Issue: 46 08/17/2006
08/15/2006 19:25:19

Name = Robert Beebe
Address = 175 Old Mountain Rd. P.O. Box 203

City = Marion
State = Connecticut
Zip = 06444

Email = Putsz@sprintmail.com
Telephone = (860)628-7516

Name of Victim = Michael Beebe W/

Victim's Address = 175 old Mountain Rd. P.O. Box 203 COMMENTS: __YES Y ‘

Victim's City = Marion S ——OVERRULED; __Ameﬂsﬁ
Victim's State = Connecticut -~ —_ EXCISIONS/FOIA Exs.

Victim's Zip = 06444 Revisiona

Victim's Telephone = (860)628-7516 DONOTRENOTIFY | 'Z
Incndent Description: My son went tubing on the " Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube" . It took h|m up approx ate 25

feet in the air and threw him off causing him

to hurt his legs and ankle. The empty tube then shot down into the water and ripped the ski bar out of the boat. One
of the heavy duty

braces broke in half and the other bent. The ski pole ripped and broke the back seat, then smashed against the
engine causing extensive

damage to the boat. If some was sitting in the back seat, the injury could have been tragic.

Victim's age at time of incident = 18

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7/3/06

Product involved = Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff

Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle, Suite A

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE. 68137
Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube #53-5000
Date product purchased = 6/28/2006

Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public


mailto:Putsz@sprintmail.com

b




10680320A

| If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space
below.

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best
of my knowledge and belief.

gnature - Date '

| request that you do not release my name.

T -You may release"my'name to the manufacturer but | request that
)_J you not release it to the general public.

DC You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.






¢

Doc No: I0670322A Issue: 42 07/19/2006

“07/17/2006 22:15:22

Name = @&
Address =
City = ¥
State .
Zip = 55421
Email gl

COMMENTS —YES aZNO

Telephone i

Name of Victim =¢ = OVERRULED; ‘eemn

Victim's Address =g .;Axcuswwszromas QiC_/,
Victim's City : . ' j

Victim's State = Misile v NOTRE-NOTIFY e RENOTIFY
Victim's Zip = 55421 o

Victim's Telephone = Zaiiiiiiegs _ ' . /P“" /( o

Incident Description: After reviewing the dvd and lnstructlons I took my first ride on the Wego Kite Tube After
traveling about 200 yards on the water

surface the tube started to rise above the water. It was |mp053|ble to control and bounced up off the water a few
~ times until soaring

~30-40 feet in the air and then turned and pIummeted into the Iake | had the wind knocked out of me and my back

was extremely sore.
Since then | have had limited ﬂex:bmty and serious back pam resulting in a loss .of sleep and restnctlons on my

activities. Since the
condition did not improve over time | V|S|ted my Doctor W|th Health Partners on 6/29/2006 for an exam where | was

told to continue

‘monitoring for |mprovement To this day | still have limited mobility, trouble sleepmg and have had to eliminate all .

athletic activities.

Victim's age at time of incident = 46

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/15/2006

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = SportStuff
Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product involved still available = Yes .
Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
Date product purchased = From Boattube.com

Name Release = Do not release name


http://Boattube.com

L

>



_of my knowledge and belief. "

10670322A

If you have any-changes, additions, or comments you wish to |
make concerning your attached report please ‘makethem in the space
below. ’

I confirm that the information in the attached repdrt (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

: 7/.z ///0_4

- Date

E - lrequest that you do not release my name.

: You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that
E you not release it to the general public. _

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.



-




L7

Doc No: 10670323A Cissue:42  07/19/2006
0717/2006 23:28:42 ‘ .

Name = Tracy Baublits
Address = 5504 Valley Avenue East

City = Fife

State = Washington

Zip = 98424

Email = TBaub@aol.com :

‘Telephone = 253.926.1337 : . EIFRIPRVLER NOTIFIED /

Name of Victim = Tracy Baublits ' ‘ : COMMENTS: _—

Victim's Address = 5504 Valley Avenue EAst OVERRUlED' __.Amﬂlﬁﬁ
Victim's City = Fife o EXCISIONSIFOIA EXS. et
Victim's State = Washington ‘ [R"‘"s“’""’

Victim's Zip = 98424 ’ NOTRE-NOTIFY

Victim's Telephone = 253.926.1337 o - (/V"‘" i (4

Incident Description: On 7/1/06, while kiting on the mtermedlate rope length on the SportStuff WEGO, | suffered a
concussion after falling from the WEGO kite
tube from approx. 15 ft in the air. Upon impact (elther with tube or water - still not sure) | was conscnous but
unresponsive. Having had
the breath knocked out of me very hard, | was having a hard time breathmg Once to shore, 911 was called &lwas °
transported to St. _
Clare Hospital. After several hours of triage care there, it was decided to transport me to the Trauma Care Unit at St
Joseph Hospital in
‘Tacoma, Wa. The Trauma unit then adm:tted me to the ICU, where'| stayed for 2 days before being dlscharged
Numerous tests were .

" needed, since | had not been lucid for about 24 hours and was still in severe pain. :
An enlarged right heart, 2 dis-associated ribs, stralned neck and a Grand Maul: Slezure due to the closed. head
trauma. At one point in the
ER, | also 'flat lined' for 20- 30 seconds and also suffered a severe bruised hip & thlgh In other words, the whole nght
side of my body
took the impact of my falll 17 days later & | am just now back to work, only light duty, yet still in constant pain from
my rib injury. :

Victim's age at time of incident = 41

- Victim's sex = Male
Date of incident = July 1, 2006
Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube ,
Product brand name/manufacturer = SportStuff -
Manufacturer street address = NE:11213 "E" Circle (A) Omaha, NE 68137 ...
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = United States (?)
Product involved still available = Yes , ' :
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Model 53-5000
Date product purchased = April 2, 2006
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only


mailto:TBaub@aol.com




10670323A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concermng your attached report please make them in the space
below.

- jwu, Uw\respvmwt or an \r\d\.ur‘
— Ao \ad Lower bucke P‘*'“ amh Neck poin
—Abouy §35,000.97 {in Whedea] bills

| confirm that the informatidn in the attached report (i'ncl'udi'ng any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best
of my knowledge and belief. :

S Bouldd _8l3]04
Signéﬁre | ~ Date

1 request that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that -
you not release it to the general public.

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.






Doc No: 10670325A Issue:42  07/19/2006

. 07/17/2006 18:29:58

" Name = Mike Deeg

Address = 5551 Choice Cut Ct

City = Evansville
State = Indiana
Zip = 47720

- Email = mmad@exénte com ' :
" Telephone = 812-963-5671. | ' L/%“ / b0

Name of Victim = Abbey Deeg

Victim's Address = 5551 Choice Cut Ct COMMENTS: ves

Victim's City = Evansville - S — OVERRULED; _..Amu@
Victim's State = Indiana _ '  _ EXCISIONSIFOIA Exs. _
Victim's Zip = 47720 . ' Revisions

Vlctlm s Telephone = 812-963-5671 , ’ [ NOTRENOTIFY . .RENOTIFY

Incident Description: Abbey was on tube and it cllmbed to approx. ten feet. lt turned over |n the air and she fell on
her back. After seekinf medical attention and : o

getting her back x- rayed it was found that she has a compressuon fracture in her back

© Victim' s’age at time of incident = 23

Victim's sex = Female
Date of incident = 7-2-06

Product involved = Sports Stuuf Kite Tube

Product brand hame/manufacturer = Sports Stuff
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Circle

- Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska

Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Kite Tube
Date product purchased = 6-1-06 '

Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public


mailto:iumad@excite.com




106703254

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to 4
make concerning your attached report please make them in the space =

below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

~of my knowledge and belief.

/QM%K@! - *éw@i

Signature , Date

m ~ lrequest that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that
you not release it to the general public.

Yeu may release my' name to the manufacturer and to the public.

b






L
NP
A

" Telephone.

“City =

Doc No: 10670326A Issue:42  07/19/2006
07/17/2006 18:33:08 ’ ' S

Name
Address

State =™
Zip = 48237
Email = digs

COMMENTS: vss_ué
— OVERRULED; ___ATTACHED)

Acnsronsrrom N,

Name of Victim

Victim's Address

Victim's City ~— Rovisions

Victim's State ALvd; ) / Donomzuonw

Victim's Zip = s v / b
V|ct|m s Telephone = mﬁ _ /fv\

Incident Description: My partner was severly injured on memorial day weekend on a Kite Tube “He fell from about

20 feet in the air and was knocked
unconsious. Because of the water depth I couldn’t perform proper cpr SO i proceeded to hit him in the back to get

“him to expell the

 water. He remembers being in the air and then does not remember anythmg untrl after he got to the hospltal He

suffered a compressed
neck. He bruised his abdomen, pelvis and grorn He tore his groin mucsle and the muscle from hrs heck to his

shoulder. He was off
work for 9 days and in a neck brace for weeks Other then some reacurnng neck pain he has completely healed. |

cant say how glad |

~ .am that you pulled this stupid product off the market. They-forgot to mention on the box that you cant control wind

velocity or air current.
No thrill ride is worth a life. | promptly deﬂated the tube and threw it away.

Victim's age at time of incident = 33
Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 05/27/2006

- Product involved = Water Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Wego K|te Tube
Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha Nebraska
Product involved still available = No . o

Product model and serial number, manufacture date =

Date product purchased = March or April

Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only






. Ni you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
‘make concerning your attached report please make them in the space
below. _ |

I confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

of my knowledge and belief.

r - r w0l
Signature T Date ‘

I request that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that
you not release it to the general public. :

" You may release my name to the 'manufa.cturer and to the public.







by
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Doc No: 10680069A Issue:45  08/07/2006

08/03/2006 20:34:07

: Name = Douglas M. Shald

Address = 6723 E Telegragh St.

City =Yuma -

State = Arizona

Zip = 85365

Email = cmshald@aol.com .
Telephone = 928-344-2048 : o coMMENTS:_YESJAO
Name of Victim = Nicholas M. Shald - | —-OVERRULED: —
Victim's Address = 6723 E Telegragh St. : - —_ EXCISIONSIFOIA EX5. o
Victim's City = Yuma : ' ' Revisions

-Victim's State = Arizona ' ‘ DO NOTRE-NOTIFY
Victim's Zip = 85365 . . : ' ' ' q
Victim's Telephone = 928-344-2048 S _ v L/f(" (&[]

Incident Description: The Wego Kite Tube was hovenng at about 10 ft. above the water when it suddenly caught an
unexpected amount of air. On its way :

down, it tanded at an awkward angle, causing the vnctlm s ankle to break m two places

* Victim's age at time of incident = 15

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/17/06

Product involved = 10 ft. wide kite tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube/Sportsstuff Inc.
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Circle (Suite "A")

“Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, Nebraska 68137

Product involved still-available = No .

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = N/A
Date product purchased = 6/16/06

Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public


mailto:cmshald@aol.com




© 10680069A

If you have any changes; additions, or comments you wishto .
make concerning your attached report please make them in the space
below - |

| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any |
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best
of my knowledge and belief. ‘ :

/‘//oé

Signatu ‘ Déte/
j | request that you do not release my name.
I You may release my name to the manufacturer but | requést that

you not release it to the general public.

ii ~ You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.



Al




‘Doc No: 10680136A issue:45  08/09/2006
08/07/2006 21:21:07 ) -

SERIPRIARNOTIEED
COMMENTS: YES‘/NO
— OVERRULED: m@

AXCISIONSIFOJA Bxs. .gZi_

Revisions

Victim's Address
-Victim's City

Victim's State = - | ororresomry
Victim's Zip = e ' ' | /%“ 1/ 0‘7

V|ct|m s Telephone = ¥

Incident Description: Fell from a Wego K|te Tube approx1mately 40' (caught a gust of wmd that sent him up too hngh
and kite got out of control). His life jacket ’

busted open when he hit the water, and an ambulance lifted him out of the boat At the hospltal it was found that he
“had ruptured a
" kidney that was not a healthy kldney prior to the accident.

Victim's age at time of incident = 30

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 5/28/06

Product involved = Wego kite tube
-Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportsstuff

Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = online - www. sportsstuff com
Product involved still available = No :
Product mode! and serial number, manufacture date =

Date product purchased = 2006 :

Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only


http://www.sportsstuff.com

.




10680136A

f you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report please make them in. the space
below ’

| confirm that the information in the attached repert (including any.
changes, additions, or comments [ have made) is accurate to the best
of my knowledge and belief. L

Sy L

Signature / - Date

| request that you do not release my name.

" You may release my name to the manufacturer but { request that
{ you not release it to the general public. _

Yo | may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.






§

1 boc Na: 10680604A

Issue: 48

<v 08/25/2006 23:5517

Name = Nichols Melancon
Address = 10209 Coronado Ave NE
City = Albuquerque

State = New Mexico

Zip = 87122

Email = nmelancon@qwest.net
Telephone = 505-235-9905

Name of Victim = Andre Melancon
Victim's Address = 10209 Coronado Ave NE
Victim's City = Albuquerque
Victim's State = New Mexico
Victim's Zip = 87122

Victim's Telephone = 505-235-9905

08/29/2006

HFRIPRYI.BR NOTIFIER
COMMENTS: ___YES AO
—__ OVERRULED; —.ATTRCHED

e EXCISIONSIFOIA EXS. oo
Revisions

ez

Incident Description: While riding the kitetube a wind gust caused the rider to loose control and was thrown violently

into the water knocking him

unconcious. He was taken to the emergency room and treated for a ruptured lung.

Victim's age at time of incident = 19

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = ’

Product involved = WEGO Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff
Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product involved still available = No

Product mode! and serial number, manufacture date = WEGO kite tube

Date product purchased = April 2006

Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public


mailto:nmelancon@qwest.net
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If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to

make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space
below.

| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

of my knowledge and belief.
2/ i’ g’ ,/ ~\--£_\ .

I request that you do not release my name.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but | request that
you not release it to the general public.

X [

You may release my name to the manufacturer and to-the public.



.




1. Task Number

2. Investigator's ID

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint
A 16-year-old male sustained bruised ribs after falling off of a kite tube. The kite tube was approximately 35 feet in
the air when it began erratically tipping from side to side and then completely flipped over. The victim was taken to
the hospital where he was treated and released.
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————

060620HCC2608 9103 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 2006 06 17 2006 07 03
uPC

Looron
mwﬁ ;!“ t{_/&’l/??

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE CALEDONIA Mi
10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
- 3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa SPORTSSTUFF WEGO 53-5000

Omaha, NE

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSTUFF, INC.

11A. Second Product
0

11B. Trade/Brand Name
NONE

11C. Model Number
NONE

NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address

12. Age of Victim
16

13. Sex
1- Male

14. Disposition

1 - Injured, not Hosp.

| 15. Injury Diagnosis
53 - Cont./Abras.

16. Body Part(s)
Involved
31 - UPPER TRUNK

17. Respondent

2 - Eyewitness

2 - Telephone

18. Type of Investigation

19. Time Spent
(Operational / Travel)
16/ 0

20. Attachment(s)
2 - Documents

21. Case Source
06 - Emergency Room (not NEISS)

22, Sample Coltection Number

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

O Yes O No @ Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
08/11/2006 9101 Eric B. Ault
27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number
Ingle, Robin L. 10660269A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029
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CHRONOLOGICAL NARRATIVE

This investigation was initiated based on incident reported by the Mecosta County
Emergency Department. The victim reportedly sustained facial trauma and chest wall
contusion. The incident involves a Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube, which was recalled per
recall notice #06-210 on 7/13/06. The consumer was interviewed via telephone after
confirming that she did not have the kite tube involved in the incident.

The consumer resides in Caledonia, Michigan with her husband and 16-year-old son.
The consumer stated that they jointly purchased 4 kite tube with a friend. The consumer
stated that the friend actually went to the store and bought the kit tube. The consumer
further advised that she believes the kite tube was purchased at a boat dealership named
Skiers Pier located at 2505 Dixie Hwy, Waterford, Michigan for approximately $400.
This investigator asked for the friend’s name and contact information, however the
consumer indicated that her preference was not to release his name and contact
information at this time. The consumer explained that she and her husband should be
able answer any questions about the incident. The consumer agreed to provide this
information in the future if necessary.

The consumer stated that her 16-year-old son, who was injured in the incident, has past
experience water tubing on single and double water tubes. She further advised that prior
to the incident, her son had been on this kite tube approximately two times with no
problem. The consumer described her son as being 5’8" tall and weighing about 135
pounds. On June 17, 2006 the consumer and her family were at the Muskegon River,
near Big Rapids Michigan. The consumer stated that her husband tied the kite tube to a
ski boat. The consumer’s son got on the kite tube and the boat began to accelerate. The
consumer stated that she was riding in the boat along with her husband and friend. The
consumer stated that as the boat reached about 20 mph, they approached an area along
the shoreline where the trees are shorter. The consumer believes that in this area the
wind was particularly gusty and this caused the kite tube to quickly rise in the air
approximately 35 feet. At this height the consumer witnessed the kite tube tip
approximately 100 degrees to the left and 100 degrees to the right and then it completed
flipped over. The consumer’s son fell off the kite tube into the water. The consumer
stated that the kite tube did not fall on top of her son. The consumer stated that they
found her son lying face down in the water and he was unconscious. They placed him on
the boat and after several seconds he regained consciousness. The consumer stated that
he was bleeding from his mouth. The son was taken to the emergency room where the
-consumer stated he was diagnosed as having bruised ribs but had no broken bones. The
consumer stated that her son. was not hospitalized.

The consumer stated that she talked to her son about the incident and he told her that
while he was air born he managed to tuck his shoulders in to protect his neck before
hitting the water. The consumer believes this action saved her son’s life and that he
could have easily broken his neck if had not known how to react.



IDI 060620HCC2608

InformationvProvided per the Investigation Request Form

This interview was conducted via telephone, the victim’s mother and father who
witnessed the incident, provided the following requested information:

One person was on the kite tube at the time of the incident.

The mother stated that this kite tube had been used several times a couple
of days before this incident occurred. The mother stated that 2 adult male

* friends and one adult female friend all used the kite tube several times

without incident. The mother further advised that her son, the victim, had
been on this kite tube about two times (on the same day of the incident)
before this incident occurred. Although the victim had experience with
other water tubing equipment this was his first time kite tubing.

The father stated that he tied the rope/tow harness to the ski boat. The
father stated that he was not sure but he believed the rope was 50 feet
long. The father further advised that the rope was not modified or

lengthened and it was the standard length that came with the kite tube.

The father stated that the rope came with the kite tube and he assumed it
"was originally sold with the kite tube. He further stated that it appeared to
be in good condition and was not torn or damaged during the incident. -

The mother stated the ski boat was traveling about 20 mph when the
incident occurred. )

The mother stated the kite tube was approximately 35 feet in the air when
it began to erratically tip from side to side and then completely flip over.

The narrative above summarizes what they stated occurred during and
immediately after the incident. The mother stated that both the kite tube

and rope were not damaged in the incident.

The mother stated the victim was wearing a helmet and a life jacket.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

The product involved in the incident is kite tube. The product was purchased by a family
friend. The consumer stated that this person is aware of the recall and she believed he
had already returned it to the manufacturer as instructed in the recall notice. The
consumer confirmed that it was one of the recalled Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes but she
had no further product information because she did not have the unit in her possession.
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ATTACHMENTS

Exhibit “A” — Contact Sheet
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Exhibit A

Contact Sheet




'Doc No: 10660269A Issue:38  06/20/2006 TC56
+ 06/17/2006 19:52:15

Name of Heaith Care Professional =
Address =

Telephone

Product involved = Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego

Manufacturer street address = www.sportsstuff.com

Place where manufactured (City and State) = Overton's product item #12063
Product model and serial number =

Date product purchased = 2006

Incident Description: Being pulled behind boat on a Kite Tube made by Wego...flipped by air gusts several times
and flew up 25" before falling onto chest onto

Kite tube, causing facial trauma, and ches wall contusion, with presentation on coughmg up blood. Family states
rumor afterwards by

bystanders of a death of someone on same in Texas.

Victim's age at time of incident= 16

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/17/2006

Name of Victim = contact hospital for this and HIPPA compliance regualtion adherance
Victim's Address =

Victim's City =

Victim's State = .

Victim's Zip =

Victim's Telephone =

Product involved still available = Yes -
Where product located = owned by neighbor of victim


http://wwAw.sportsstuff.com

1. Task Number _ : " | 2. Investigator's 1D o -
060620HCC2617 ' - 9104 - EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident | 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
. YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT -
810 - 2006 05. 27 2006 07 27 ; e
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC '

There were two victims, one was a 21 year-old male and the other was a 25-year-old male. The 25-.year-old' male was
victim #2 and was the only one to require medical treatment. The 25-year-old male was riding a kite tube which
- crested at approximately 65 feet. The victim upon landing was unconscious having suffered a concussion, two broken

teeth and a lingering fear of heights.

A ' /5(7’0‘7' i

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE : - | PHENIX CITY » . AL

10A. First Product - | 10B. Trade/Brand Name | 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO KITE TUBE UNKNOWN

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
" 'SPORTSTUFF, INC
11213 E. Circle #A

Omaha, NE -
11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number
0 ‘ . NONE ' NONE
11D. Manufacturer Name and Address |
NONE
12. Age of Victim _ 13. Sex 14, Dispos_ifion 15. Injury Diagnosis
25 1- Male 1 - Injured, not Hosp. 52 - Concussion
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
‘Involved ' o : (Operational / Travel)
75 - HEAD 1 - Victim/Complainant . { 3 - Other 30 /9 .
20. Attachment(s) ' " | 21. Case Source 22. Sample Collection Number
0 - No Attachments 1 04 - Radio, TV :
23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)
O Yes (O No @ verbal - _
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By : 26. Regional Office Director
08/21/2006 9067 Eric B. Ault

27. Distribution
Ingle, Robin L.; Seymour, Linda A. '

28. Source Document Number
X0660460A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029







060620HCC2617

The information contained in this report was obtained from a telephone interVieW' with
victim two, the respondent on July 27, 2006. The respondent states he and victim one
had performed extensive research on the kite tube before victim two purchased the
kite tube. Both victims had watched the video via internet 6 times prior to the purchase
and then watched the DVD that came as part of the kite tube kit. See Attachment 1

for history of this case. : . -

Victim two, the respondent is a 25-year-old male. Victim one and owner. of the Wego _
Kite Tube is a 21-year-old male. On May 27, 2006 the two victims along with a friend
who was driving the boat went to Lake Harding for the day. The previous week this :

* same trio had spent the week on Lake Oliver enjoying playing with the kite tube. There

_ were no incidents therefore they were looking forward to another day of fun. On May 27, B

~ 2006 victim number one rode the kite tube. He landed near the boat in a dlsonented state.
but still on the kite tube. He landed along side the boat and the respondent was able to
pull him into the boat. This victim did not seek medical attention. The respondent then’
rode the kite tube. The boat pulled the kite tube against the wind where it crested at -
approximately 65 feet. The respondent states at the peak of the ride he realized.
something was 'wrong, he could no longer see the boat pulling the kite tube and he felta
difficult landing was imminent. The respondent curled up in a fetal position and prayed
for the best. When the kite tube landed his knees hit his face with such force it caused a .
concussion rendering him unconscious. The respondent states he was treated at a local
ER with follow-up by his personal physician. The respondent was unable to drive for a
month. He states he breaks out in a sweat at extreme heights which did not occur prior to

" the accident. The respondent states two of his teeth were broken which have requlred ’
extensive work which he hopes will be completed by the time he gets married in N
September of this year. The respondent was unable to estimate the speed of the boat as
he was concentrating on surviving. The respondent states there were no drugs
(prescription or other) and/or alcohol involved in these incidents.
The respondent states the kite tube had the rope attached to it when it was purchased '
and they did not change anything. The two victims and the driver of the boat were

- all wearing life jackets. The respondent states if he had not been wearing the life’

jacket he would have died. He states his friends told him when he landed his head was

lolling from one side to the other and his eyes were rolling. The life jacket kept him

afloat until they could rescue him. The respondent states the boat had a canvas top

obstructing the driver’s view of him when he crested. The respondent states that the

week before they had-experienced no problems with the kite tube and they used it all

week.
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On the day of the incident when they first used the kite tube it would not rise very hlgh as-
they were going with the wind: They tumed around, went agamst the wind: and thlS is -

~ when the incidents occurred

When the respondent contacted me the CPSC recall was in effect. V1ct1m oue who =
owned the kite tube had returned it and received a full refund.

I was unable to interview the other victim. I was also unable to interview: the driver.of -
the boat. The respondent states the trio had been involved in water activities all of their -
lives and the young man who drove the boat drives boats professmnally for water sk1
events where several skiers perform m- unlson BRI

- The respondent states the kite tube was purchased at Extreme Marine and C&cles; 11 07 S
‘Highway 280 Bypass, Phenix City, AL 36867-0000. I called this business entity. ' I ‘was‘f R

told they had sold approximately 12-15 of the kite tubes and had approximately 5°
returned. They gave refunds for each one that was retumed and sent them back to the ‘. :
manufacturer. - el L

The Wego Kite Tube is manufactured by Sportstuff, Inc 11213 E Clrcle, #A
Omaha, NE, Telephone # (402)592 -9085. o

ATTACHMENTS:

1-List of Contacts



 Address:

Attachment 1
060620HCC2617

List of Contacts

Name: R C
Title: Victim Two/Respondent
Address: wd it '

Telephone:

Name: .
Title: Manager — Extreme Marine and Cycles

AL 36867
Telephone: X o

-

History: This case was assigned on July 5, 2006 with specific instructions that it was a.

high priority. The source document was a WVTM-TV interview printed from the
internet that does not indicate the date it aired nor does it indicate the date of the incident.

" CPSC arbitrarily assigns the first day of the month if the incident date is unknown. 1

spent three days to include 14 hours on July 6, 2006 traveling from place to place
inquiring about the incident, attempting to-ascertain the date of the incident and locate
facts none of which were forthcoming. On July 7, 2006 I was told by Rick Moll, News
Director WVTM-TV (ABC affiliate) Columbus, GA that he did not know the date of the
incident as they had held the story for several weeks in an attempt to verify facts. Mr.
Moll further stated they had destroyed all information pertaining to the case. The tip on
the case came via e-mail and they had destroyed it, they had destroyed the telephone
numbers of the victims, and they had destroyed the address of one of the victim’s homes
where the interview was conducted. He did state if he or the reporter remembered
anything they would call me. In approximately three weeks victim two/respondent called
my supervisor stating the television station had called-him stating “the Corp of Engineers
are involved” and ask him to call. The case was reopened, closed inadvertently, reopened
again and this will be the third time it has been closed. The respondent addressed the
issues with the television station. The respondent states the TV station either did not
believe the kite tube crested at such a height and/or they felt that alcohol or drugs were
involved thus the delay in airing the story. Neither victim has a telephone listed in their
name.






1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID
060621HCC1594 9001 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
. YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 - 2006 05 20 2006 06 21
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint uPC

A 22 year old male suffered a broken femur bone in his right leg as a result of riding a kite tube that crashed while
being towed by a motorboat on a lake. The victim was riding the kite tube about 20 feet in the air when it suddenly
fell and turned over sideways, apparently causing the victim to strike the kite tube with his leg after the kite tube
bounced off of the water. The victim was transported to the ER by EMS he was treated for a fractured femur.

SIERIPRYL.BR MOTIFIED
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—OVERRULED: __ ATTACHED

== EXCISIONS/FOIA Exs.
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7. Location (Home, School, etc)
'9- SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE

8. City 9. State
WAKE FOREST NC

10B. Trade/Brand Name
WEGO

10A. First Product
3200 - Water Tubing (ac_:tivity, Appa

10C. Model Number
53-5000

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSTUFF, INC.
11213 E. Circle, Suite A

Omaha, NE 68137

11A. Second Product
0

11B. Trade/Brand Name
NONE

11C. Model Number
NONE

NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address

12. Age of Victim
22

13. Sex
1--Male

14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis

1 - Injured, not Hosp. 57 - Fracture

16. Body Part(s)
Involved
81 - UPPERLEG

17. Respondent -

1 - Victim/Complainant

19. Time Spent
: (Operation7l [ Travel)

18. Type of Investigation

3- Other 21/ 2

20. Attachment(s)

9 - Multiple Attachments

21. Case Source
13 - Other Case Source

22. Sample Collection Number

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

@ Yes O No O Verbal
24, Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
07/25/2006 8978 Eric B, Ault

27. Distribution

Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

28. Source Document Number
X0660472A
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On 5/20/06, a 22 year old male suffered a broken femur
bone in his right leg as a result of riding a kite tube
that crashed while being towed by a motorboat on a lake.
The victim was riding the kite tube about 20 feet in the
air when it suddenly fell and turned over sideways,
apparently causing the victim to strike the kite tube with
his leg after the kite tube bounced off of the water.

Information in this report was obtained through in-
person interviews with the victim and the boat operator
(where photos were taken of the kite tube and of X-rays of
victim’s injuries), a boating accident report received from
the NC Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC), product
description, specifications and return information on the
manufacturer’s web-site [see Exhibits 3,5,7]. The NC
Wildlife Resources Investigator did not take any photos.
This product was recalled by the manufacturer on 7/13/06
{see Exhibit 6]. No samples were requested in the
assignment instructions, only photographs were required.
Photos were taken of the victim’s X-rays. No medical
release was provided by the victim so medical records. were
not requested from the hospital. The victim did grant
authorization for his name to be released [see Exhibit 4].
An EMS report was requested, but was not provided [see
Exhibit 9]. There were no other officials
involved/official reports to collect.

. The kite tube involved in the incident was about two
to three weeks old when the incident occurred. The victim
stated that he had no previous experience with similar
products, but he had ridden on regular tubes a number of
times. Both he and the boat operator stated that the kite
tube and the tow rope were new and appeared to be in good
condition at the time of the incident. He had used this
kite tube four times prior to the incident without any
major problems or injuries. He stated that he did get the
kite tube up to 20 feet on one occasion prior to the day of
the incident. ‘

On the day of the incident, the victim was at the lake
with his friends. They were riding on his 18 foot stingray
ski boat. One of his friends was driving the boat while he
got ready to ride on his kite tube. The victim was wearing
a life jacket. He stated that a DVD comes with the product
and that he and the driver of the boat had watched the DVD
and followed all of the directions. The victim stated that
he read the warnings that are printed on the kite tube. He
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said he did not ask the retail sales staff any questions
when he purchased the kite tube and they did not offer any
directions or cautions.

At the time of the incident, the weather was clear,
the temperature was 85 degrees, Fahrenheit and the, water
conditions were calm (waves less than 8 inches), the wind
was moderate (7 to 14 mph), and the visibility was good
Alcohol was not listed as a factor in the incident [see
Exhibit 3, pg. 1].

According to the boating accident report, On May 20,
2006 at about 4:30 pm, the 22 year old male victim was
flying on a “flying kite” (kite tube) about 20 feet above
the surface of the lake when the operator slowed down after
crossing the wake of another boat. The kite turned over
and the victim lost control, falling about 20 feet to .the
surface of the lake. The victim was helped back into the
boat by the other passengers and transported to the boat
access area when EMS arrived on the scene. EMS transported
the victim to the emergency room where he was treated for a
fractured femur in his right leg [see Exhibit 3, pg. 37.
The yellow section of the tow rope broke in two during the’
incident [see Exhibit 1(I-L)].

The victim was the only person on the kite tube and he
was the only one being towed by the boat at the time of the
incident. The boat operator (victim’s friend) had over 100
hours of experience operating boats and the victim stated
that his friend had driven his boat on numerous occasions
for two years. The victim’s estimated height and weight
are six feet tall and about 170 pounds.

The victim stated that he did not believe that he
could direct/control the direction and height of the kite
tube. He stated that he achieved a maximum height of about
25 to 30 feet above the water during the incident and that
he was this high (25 - 30 feet) off the water when things
began to go wrong. He said all of the sections of the tow
rope were tied together and being used at the time of the
incident. This would make the length of the tow rope about
65 feet long. The victim estimated that the boat was going
about 25 miles per hour at the time of the incident. He
salid that was the speed it took to get the kite tube
halfway out of the water and from there one pushes off with
his legs to get the kite tube to fly.
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The victim stated that he could see the boat through
the window of the kite tube. He did not signal the boat to
slow down. It was already slowing down when he was 30 feet
in the air and then the wind stopped blowing and the kite
tube suddenly dove down to the water. He could not do
anything to lower the kite tube towards the water. He did
not notice any mechanical issues with the kite tube except
that “you can’t control anything”.

Both the victim and the boat operator stated that the
victim fell sideways toward the water and struck the water
sideways, on his right side/right leg. The victim stated
that he was still on the kite tube when it struck the water
and he believes that his leg actually struck the kite tube
after the kite tube bounced off the water, then bounced
back into the air before it finally landed in the water.

The boat operator stated that the maximum height
achieved during the incident was more like 20 feet above
‘the water and this was about the height when the kite tube
dove down to the water. He stated that the speed of the
boat just prior to the incident had been about 25 miles per
hour, but he was already slowing down at the time of the
incident to less than 25 mph. - He said there was nothing
else he could do to halt the dive. The boating accident
report form completed by the operator lists the boat speed
at 10 - 20 miles per hour at the time of the incident. The
NC WRC investigator also put the speed of the boat at about
10 - 20 mph at the time of the incident. The boat operator
stated that he could not communicate with the rider
(victim). He did not remember who attached the tow
rope/tow harness to the kite tube and boat just prior to
the time of the incident. He agreed with the victim that
all three sections of the tow rope were being used at the
time of the incident (65 feet). '

The victim was operated on that same day (5/20/06) to
repair the fracture. His right femur bone had broken in
three places and the doctors inserted a rod and screw :into
his leg to help repair the fracture ([see Exhibit 2(a-e) to
view photos of victim’s X-rays]. The victim was released
from the hospital that same day (5/20/06). He was still
utilizing crutches one month after the incident. He claims
to have incurred over $40,000 in medical bills as a result
of his injury.
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The victim did not report the incident.to the
manufacturer, but he was considering contacting them to
obtain a replacement or refund for the recalled kite tube.
He still had possession of it at the time he was
interviewed by this investigator. He is also considering
pursuing litigation to cover the medical expenses he has
incurred as a result of his injury. ’

PRODUCT INFORMATION

The product is a Wego brand inflatable kite tube that
is 10 foot in diameter, yellow colored, and designed to be
towed behind a power boat.

- MANUFACTURER: SPORTSSTUFF, INC.
11213 E. Circle, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137

BRAND: WEGO

MODEL: 53-5000

The victim purchased the kite tube from Overton’s Boat
and Supply store, Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, NC around the
first week of May. He no longer has the original sales
receipt. The retail price of the kite tube was $499.99.

The product description and specifications for the
kite tube are as follows (see Exhibit 5):

Wego Kite Tube

10ft diameter flying tube
Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of
action towable is here, taking you to a whole new level of
excitement! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly
through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight
as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights,
leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake! The level of
extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KITE TUBE.
Anything else is beneath it...
Model 53-5000 Sug. Retaill: %59%.95

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR
INFO

Features:

e 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration

e 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating
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e Computerized doubie stitched sewing

e  Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment

e Muitiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked

L de heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit

o  Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick c_onnection
®  Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation

e Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and
leg use

e 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard

e  Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls

° Reﬂectiye Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping
®  Variable loops for detachable leash use

° Panoramic see through double windows

®  Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included

e High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution
accent striping

o  Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly:
Kite Tube Instructional Videg

The kite tube is labeled in part: “***KITE
TUBE* **WEGO***SPORTSSTUFF***NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOQU'RE
WILLING TO FALL!***WARNING! KITE TUBE USER Release of
Liability: By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you
agree that you have read and understand the entire
Sportssuff’s product manual..This release shall extend to any
loss, damage, injury, or expense due to any cause whatsoever
including negligence or breach of contract on the part of
Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design
and/or manufacture of the kite tube***Water-ski
handsignals***ITEM NO:53-5000***U-CONTROL RIDER SPEED HEIGHT
SAFETY*** [see Exhibit 1(a-h)].

The original retail box that the kite tube was packaged
in is labeled in part: “***WEGO KITE TUBE***
SPORTSSTUFF***120” diameter***WEGO TOWABLE***$499 99* %%
FEATURES! 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted
saucer configuration***840D full body nylon double .gkin
cover with PU coating***.Speed safety valves for fast easy
installation /deflation***Parallel slotting system with non-
slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot,
knee and leg use***8’ padded non-slip handles with knuckle



060621HCC1594

guard***Segmented tow rope is included adjustable length
style 45/55/65 foot lengths..***” [gsee Exhibit 1
(m-0)1]. '

ATTACHMENTS

Exhibit 1(a-0) - Photos of kite tube, rope & packaging.

Exhibit 2(a-e) - Photos of victim’'s X-ray.

Exhibit 3 - Boating accident report (NCWRC).

Exhibit 4 - Authorization for Release of Name.
Exhibit 5 - product info. from SportsStuff web-site.
Exhibit 6 - Release NO. 06-210 (Kite tube recall).
Exhibit 7 - Return info. from SportsStuff web-site.
Exhibit 8 - Contact List.

Exhibit 9 - Status of Missing document form.
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06021HCC1 594 Exhibit 1(a) Vie of one side 0 deﬂaed kite tube that was
involved in the incident. “KITE TUBE” labeling is visible in this photo.

Page 1 of 17
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(b) — view another end of deflated kite tube that was

involved in the incident. “WEGO?” labeling is visible in this photo.
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(c) — this view of the kite tube shows the skull and
crossbones :
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(d) — view of labeling on the opposite side of the kite tube |
that was involved in the incident which reads in part: “***SPORTSSTUFF***NEVER
KITE HIGHER THAN YOU’RE WILLING TO FALL!***”.

Page 4 of 17
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(f) — view another warning label on kite tube which reads in
part: WARNING! KITE TUBE USER Release of Liability: By assembling and inflating
the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read and understand the entire Sportssuff’s

product manual...This release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury, or expense due to
any cause whatsoever including including negligence or breach of contract on the part of

Sportsstuff and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufacture of the kite
tube®**”,

Page 6 of 17
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(h) — Close-up view of item No, printed on one of the labels
attached to the kite tube. “***[TEM NO>:53-5000%**>
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(
tube. )
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1060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(h) — more labeling printed on the itc tube which reads in
part: “***U-CONTROL RIDER SPEED HEIGHT SAFETY***”.

Page 10 of 17
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(J) — another view of broken section of tow rope which

measures about 12 feet long.
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(k) — View of all of the rope sections involved in the
incident. The yellow, red, and white sections all tie together to create the maximum
length about 65 feet which was the length of the rope at the time of the incident.
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06062 1HCC1594 Exhibit () — View of broken end of the tdw oe from the mai

section of the rope.
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(m )— View of front side of victim’s kite tube’s retail box
which is labeled in part: “***WEGO KITE TUBE ***SPORTSSTUFF***120”
diameter***”
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit I(n) - View of sales sticker affixed to kite tube’s retail box
which reads in part: “***WEGO TOWABLE***$499 99***>
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 1(0) — View of product features printed on the kite tube’s
retail carton which reads in part: “***FEATURES! 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot)
with slanted saucer configuration***840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU
coating®**.. Speed safety valves for fast easy installation /deflation***Parallel slotting
system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee and ;leg
use***8’ padded non-slip handles with knuckle guard*** Segmented tow rope is
included adjustable length style 45/55/65 foot lengths...***”.

Page 17 of 17
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(b) clos-up photo of‘uper left x-ray (from Exhibit la) of
victim’s femur bone showing victim’s injury.

Page 2 of 5
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T left X-ray (from Exhibit lar)'of victim’s
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(c) — photo of low
femur after treatment - showing the metal rod and screw that doctors placed in victim’s
leg to help heal the fracture. '
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(d) — close-up photo of upper right x-ray (from Exhibit 1a)
of victim’s femur showing another angle of victim’s injury.

Page 4 of 5
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060621HCC1594 Exhibit 2(e) — photo of lower right x-ray (from Exhibit 1a) of victim’s
femur after treatment - showing another angle of the metal rod and screw that doctors
placed in victim’s leg to help heal the fracture.

Page 5 of 5
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“NOH1LOLIFE ENFORCERENT Fax: 319-707-0045 Jun 20 2006 13:34 P. 05
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NC‘HLOUFE EﬂFORCEMEN? Fax:919-707-0045 | Jun 20 2006 13:34 F.07
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On Saturday, May 20, 2008 at approximately 1630 hours, Jussm Anthoay Shank was operating an 18" stingray
inboard motor boat on Falls Lake in Wake County, Noith Cam!%na. Mr. Shank was towing the cener of the
mamrboat Scott Willam Ziegler, on a flying kite. Mr. Eegtér was flying approximately twenty feet above the
surface of the lake, according 1o wrme&es in the boat. The|operator slowed down when he began crossing the
wake of another boat. At this time, witnesses stated the Kite tumed over and Mr. Ziegler fost control and fell
approximately twenty feet to the surface of Falls Lake, Ar. Zieglm was helped back into the boat by the other’
pamengemmm;}madm Upperﬂanoncfeekaommmea Engine 381 from the Bayiesf fre
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20207

060621HCC1594 Exhibit 4, Pg. 1 of 1

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem.
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned people to share
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use it to
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems.

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need

the individual’s name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or
incident situation. :

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow us to disclose
your name. If you request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that

request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the -
document on the lines provided.

(/ YES O NO
/f///ﬁ/@W/ 7/‘>/0(7

V748 onatvre) (Miate)




SportsStuff® Wego Kite Tube™ Page 1 of 2
060621HCC1594 Exhibit 5, Pg. 10of 2

new stuff | kite tube | acrobats | haif-pipes | mables | motopods | speedzones | patriots | world class i decks | my-t | concepts | bo

tubes

Wego Kite Tu
10ft diameter flying tu
Take flight with the WE
action towable is here,
excitement! Whip acro
through the air like a b
rise above the water, r
nothing but adrenaline
has been raised with t
beneath it...

Model 53-5000 Sug. R

KITE TUBE W
MARKET - CL

Features:

@ 120 inch inflat
configuration

® 840D full body

o Computerized

® Nylon zippered
adjustment

® Multiple mesh

® Two heavy-dut
cockpit

¢ Reinforced tow
connector for e

® Speed safety v

e Paralle! slotting
neoprene padd
. use
. . ¢ 3 padded, non
o Heavy-duty sta
e Reflective Safe
outside top tap
@ Variable loops
@ Panoramic see
e Adjustable leng
rope inciuded
e High visibility.
watersports sa
caution accent

e Instructional D
included

http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml | 7/13/2006


http://www.sportsstuffcom/towables/wego/index.shtml

060621HCC1594 Exhibit 5, Pg. 2 of 2

Wego Kite Tube

10ft diameter flying tube

Take flight with the W' KIT TU The ne t generation of action towable is here, taking you to a2 whole new
level of e citermnent Whip across the water fike a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird - perience the thrill
of flight as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake
The level of e treme sport has been raised with the W KIT TU  Anything else is beneath it

Model 5 -5000 Sug Retail: $599.95

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR
INFO

Features:

120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration

840D fuill body nylon double skin cover with PU coating

Computerized double stitched sewing

Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment

Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked

Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit

Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation

parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and necprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and
leg use

8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard

Heavy-duty starting leash with éasy grip sponge balls ‘
Reflective Safety piping on alt handles and on the outside top taping
Variable loops for detachable leash use

Panoramic see through double windows

Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included

e High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution
accent striping

e Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included

e & o o

o ® ©° ® ©

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly:
Kite Tube Instructional Video
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'NEWS from CPSC

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Office of Information and Public Affairs : Washington, DC 20207
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm’s Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524
July 13, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772
Release #06-210 CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after
Reports of Deaths and Injuries

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff,
Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes.

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries include a
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause
of the incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this
voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. .

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube.
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has black caution warning
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement “Never Kite higher than you are
willing to fall.” The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various
retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600.

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can
.also visit the firm's Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information.
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http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html 7/21/2006


http://www.sportsstuff.com
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with
consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800)'638—2772 or CPSC's
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join a CPSC email
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall

060621HCC1594 Exhibit 6, Pg. 2 of 2
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http://www.cpsc.qov/talk.html
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http://www.cpscgov
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html
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WEGO KITE TUBE REPLACEMENT REQUEST
After this form has been submitted, a Customer Service Representative will contact you with an RMA number.
Please use the tarm on this page to request your replacement product(s). Before we ship your
chosen replacements, you must send us your Wego Kite Tube as outlined below:

Please
completely fill
out the form
and press the

SUBMIT button
when you're
finished. *ALL
FIELDS ARE
REQUIRED

Date
Purchased:

Product

condition:

Store where
product was
purchased:

SN L 5 o T R e 45 ) e e
First and last

name: —

L e S Y i 5 i SR RS SRR AR

Street address: s

<Select>

R o

Country:

£-mail address: | yourmail@serviceprovider.co

BN X
Area code
phone number

Please choose
your desired
repiacementi cam more about the replaccment options here

OpUion:iciose the new window when done to return to this form

i e " i T e— g o

- CLEAR FORM suBmIT i
i Thank You

<Select Replacement O

Wego Return Procedure:

Click here if your kite tube is new or unused and has NEVER been inflated.
If your Wego Kite Tube has been used, we will need you to compiete the

following s S .
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PLEASE CUT OFF THE FOLLOWING PARTS OF YOUR UNIT TO RETURN TO SPORTSSTUFF
1. CUT OFF THE ALUMINUM TOW CONNECTOR FROM THE COVER.

2. USING SCISSORS, CAREFULLY CUT OUT ONE (1) WARNING PATCH ON THE WEGO |
COVER. T IS NECESSARY THAT YOU CUT ALL THE WAY THROUGH THE COVER TO RETURN
THE WARNING PATCH. PLEASE USE THE WARNING PATCH WITH THE ITEM NUMBER 53-
5000 PRINTED ON IT.

3. PLEASE LOCATE THE VALVES ON EACH OF THE TWO (2) INNERTUBES. CUT OUT EACH
VALVE LEAVING A 1 INCH RADIUS AROUND EACH VALVE, WITHIN THIS RADIUS THERE
SHOULD BE AN ITEM NUMBER 53-5000. BE SURE TO LEAVE THIS NUMBER INTACT SO
THAT WE CAN IDENTIFY THE ITEM WHEN YOU RETURN T TO US.

4. PLACE ALL OF THESE PARTS INTO A SINGLE APPROPRIATE SIZED MAILER. AGAIN WF
MUST HAVE ALL PARTS BACK IN ORDER TO PROCESS THE RETURN.

AGAIN, THE PARTS TO RETURN ARE:
~

r
™

1 ALUMINUM TOW CONNECTOR,
1T WARNING PATCH CONTAINING THE [TEM l\‘IUMBER CUT FROM THE .COVER

2 VALVES FROM THE INNERTUBES WITH ITEM NUMBERS INTACT

5. PLEASE WRITE THE RMA NUMBER THAT YOU RECEIVE AFTER SUBMITTING YOUR

REQUEST ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE MAILER. THI RMA NUMBER1 E TREMEL

IM ORTANT. WITHOUT IT OUR RETURN AND E CHAN E ORDER MA NOT BE
ROCE ED. PLEASE PRINT THE ENTIRE NUMBER CLEARLY. SPORTSSTUFF WILL NOT BE

~ RESPONSIBLE FOR RETURNS THAT ARE MISSING THE RMA NUMBER.

We MUST have all of these parts returned before we wm ‘Shlp out the replacement product.
Please send envelope to :

Sportsstuff Inc.
11213 E. Circle

Suite A

Omaha, NE 68137

ATTN: RMA #

I ou Wegoi b e ti i it o igi . gig ot bee
oee o oee but ee i te t co0o teei tutio o o to

etu te o etet ittou

1. Be sure to securely close your Wego back in it's original carton. All parts must be inside
the box if you had previously opened it, including manuals and DVD.
2. Remove any shipping labels that were placed on the outside of the carton

. Write the RMA number that you receive from Customer Service on the outside of the

arton
4. Please also write tho name of the person we are shipping the exchange order to on the
outside of the carton, along with the return address.
5. Please return the Wego Unit to:

Sportsstuff Inc.
11213 E Circle
Suite A

Omaha NE 68137
Attn: RMA #

6. You should use UPS Ground Service to return the unit, and you may charge the ground
freight to our UPS account. Sportsstuff Customer Service will give you the account number
when your request is received.

7. Once we have received your Wego return, we will process and ship out your exchange
product via UPS Ground service.
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CONTACT LIST (060621HCC1594)

1. Scott 2iegler/victim
Justin Shank/boat operator
6012 Crayford Dr.

Raleigh, NC 27604
(919) 996-4885

6/20 - initiated with phone messages for boat operator and
victim.
7/13 - in-person interviews with victim & boat operator.

. 2. CPT Chris Huebner / Officer John Evans
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
1717 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1717
(919) 707-0033 / (919) 569-0454

7/5 & 7/24 - brief telephone interviews.
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Task Number: 060621 HCC1594
Date: 7/24/06

Status of Missing Document(s)

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be
obtained.

1. EMS Report (Bay Leaf Fire Dept./Six Forks EMS).

2.




X0660472 Issue:. 38 June 21, 2006

Irish, Cathleen A.

Page 1 of 1

From: Spitler, Virginia R.

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 4:05 PM
To: Irish, Cathleen- A,

Subject: FW: North Carolina incident

Here’s the incident information.

Virginia Spitler

Management & Program_Analyst

US Consumer Product Safety Commission
Diviston of Hazard Analysis
307-504-7307

From: Ingle, Robin L.

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 3:57 PM
To: Spitler, Virginia R.

Subject: FW: North Carolina incident

From: Blasius, Dennis R.

Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2006 3:51 PM
To: Ingle, Robin L.

Subject: RE: North Carolina incident

Report was received from the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, Chris Huebner,
ph. # 919-707-0010 that on May 20th, 2006 their Dept. investigated a kite-tubing incident
involving injury to Justin Shank. Incident occurred on Falls lake, Wake County, NC, near

Raleigh. Victim sustained a broken right femur.

Dennis Blasius
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director,

Office of Compliance and Field Operations
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission -
Ph. # 262-650-1216

Fax # 262-650-1217

Cell # 202-595-4619

dblasius@cpsc.gov

6/20/2006



1. Task Number

2. Investigator's ID

060703HBB2656 9091 EPIDEMIOLOGIC

3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATIQN
' YR MO DAY .- YR MO DAY REPORT
840 2006 06 18 2006 07 05 :

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint

A 27 ylo male was riding on a kite tube when it went airborne about 25 feet in the air then took a sudden nose dive.
The victim was knocked unconscious momentarily then was transported to the hospital where he was treated for )
cracked/dislocated ribs and brunses to his lungs.

urPC

HIERIPRYLER HOTIFIER
COMMENTS:_YESAO

OVERRULED;

JAX:SIONSIFOM Exs.
Revisions

— ATTACHED

ase

' mesmnrv ~REHOTEY

\/BZ‘“///&V‘O

11A. Second Product
0 .

NONE

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City ‘9, State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE BENTONVILLE - AR
10A. First Product ' 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
. 3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO/SPOTRSSTUFF - UNKNOWN
10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
UNKNOWN
11B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number

'NONE

NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address

12. Age of Victim
27

13. Sex.
1-Male

14. Disposition
-4 - Hospitalized

15. Injury Diagnosis’
62 - Intern. Org. Inj.

16. Body Part(s)
Involved
31+ UPPER TRUNK

17. Respondent

1 - Victim/Complainant

18. Type of Investigation

2 - Telephone

19. Time Spent
: (Operationzl / Travel)

5/0

20. Attachment(s)
0 - No Attachments

07 - Consu

21. Case Source

mer Complaint

22, Sample Collection Number -

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

O Yes @ No O Verbal
24. Review Date -| 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
07/26/2006 8929 Frank J. Nava

27. Distribution
Topka, Tanya L.

28. Source Document Number
10660516A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029




IDI 060703HBB2656
Page 10of 2"

»SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:

The complainant notified CPSC via the web snte to descnbe an accrdent he was
involved in while riding on a Kite Tube. (Ref. Doc No. :
I0660516A) The assignment was originally assigned to one CPSC Investigator
then transferred to another CPSC Investigator since the complainant was located
in Kansas City, MO. The following limited information was obtalned durrng the
investigation. : :

Information obtained by CPSC Investigator #1:

The consumer provrded an overview of the mcrdent as weII as conf' rmed the

. information as noted below. | did fax an Authorization for Medical Records -
Disclosure to him which | hope to get back today. As stated below, the
consumer's friend has the product. The consumer agreed.to make contact with .
his friend to get identifying information off of the product, purchase details, and".
pictures. He also agreed to provide full contact information for his friend. 'In _
addition, he is working with his girlfriend to make a copy of a video of the actual -
incident that she has (I told the consumer that we would be wrllrng to pay for a
copy of the tape and for overnrght shipping.

. Product Wego Tube Kite (Descrlbed as belng 10 feet in dlameter) Note:
Product purchased and in possession of the victim's frrend in Arkansas.
Investigator is coordinating with and in the process of obtaining contact
information, purchase detarls positive product identification, and prctures :
from the victim's friend.

» Manufacturer: Preliminary information indicates that the product is a

Wego/Sportstuff product.

Incident Date: June 18, 2006 _

Incident Location: Beaver Lake, Arkansas

Victim's Age: 27-year-old Male

Experience: None (Vnctrm had no prior experience or trarnrng |n regard to

the product)




IDI'060703HBB2656
Page2of2 -

« ~ Summary of Incident and Injuries: A 27-year-old, Kansas City, MO, male = -
was kite tubing with friends on a lake in Arkansas. The consumer. . .-
watched four other people in his party ride the kite tube approximately fi ve- .
times each and then got onto the kite tube himself. The victimwasona -
kite tube being pulled by a boat at an undetermined speed for.less than 20
seconds when the kite tube lifted the victim approximately 15 to:25 feet '
into the air and then took a violent downward turn, nose-diving into. the

lake. The victim was knocked unconscious. He was transported toa Iocal' v

hospital emergency room where he was treated for cracked or dlslocated

ribs, bruises to his lung, whiplash, and a bruised rearend. . -
«- Hospital: Northwest Medical Center — Bentonville, 3000 Medical- Center

Parkway, Bentonville, Arkansas 72712, 479- 553 1000 o

- Follow up information obtained by CPSC Investlgator #2:

- On 7/10/06 | contacted the victim to obtain addmonal information about the a
incident.. The victim was hesitant and said he was confused as to why so many A
' people were contacting him about the incident. He stated that he wishes he
hadn't reported the incident and wants to "take a step back" from the whole
thing. He stated that the situation is getting a little sensitive on his end with -

everyone involved especially since it was his girlfriend’s parents place where the =~

accident happened. At this time he was unwilling to provide any addltnonal o
information. - -

After | explained CPSC's position and roll in the investigation and why we were: -
trying to obtain the information, he was a little more relaxed. He stated that he’
had not been able to contact his friend yet who actually had the item. The victim
did state that he was feeling better and is healing well. | provided my phone.
- number and told him | would send him an e-mail so that he would have that -
information in case he was willing to provide any additional information on the,
incident. | also encouraged him to pass my information on to his friend and-
encourage him to contact me with any information on the product. ‘

On 7/10 | also contacted the Bentonville Sheriffs Department, Army Corps of
- Engineers at Beaver Lake and the Game and Fish Department at Beaver Lake;
they all stated that they were unaware of the incident. Theranger at the Game
and Fish Dept. stated that many times people don't think to report |nC|dents to
them.

Attachr‘nents
1) Contacts ’
2) Missing Document form



060703HBB2656

Attachment 1: Contacts.

Consumer/Victim: S, Contact made on 7/5/06 The consumer hves in
Kansas City, MO, with a permanent address o fnliiEEINEERNINc, Hannibal, MO
63401. He provided the follo i phone and fax numbers to reach h1m in Kansas City:

) 9. Note that the incident took place on Beaver

Lake 1;1 Arkaneés



Task Number: 060703HBB2656

Status of Missing Documént(s)

The official records below were requested for this inve.stigation report, but could not be
obtained. ' K ' ’ :

"~ 1." Medical records .

2.

3.




1. Task Number ' _ ‘ -| 2. Investigator's ID ' : , '
060703HBB2659 ' 9099 | EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4.Date of Accident | 5. Date Initiated - INVESTIGATION
" YR MO DAY YR MO DAY . » REPORT
810 2006 07 02 2006 07 10 ' -
6. Synopsns of Accident or Complaint UPC

The victim, described as a 35-year-old male welghlng 240 pounds, was being puIIed with 2 tow ropes totahng 60 feet
on a kite tube approximately five to six feet in the air when he began to loose control. He hit the water-and lost -
consciousness for a few seconds before being retrieved by friends. He was taken to a local hospltal where the was
treated for vomiting, concussion, and cervical neck strain. S }

- COMMENTS: __ves _¥
/LOVERRULED AT'D\DHE) ’
= EXCISIONSFOIA Exo. Q
Looron
DOROTRENOTFY ___;
7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City ' ~ | 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE . MECOSTA . . : Mi
10A. First Product *| 10B. Trade/Brand Name "~ ] 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa. | SPORTSSTUFF L WEGO
10D. Manufacturer Name and Address '
SPORTSSTUFF
11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name ' 11C. Model Number
0 ' NONE : NONE
11D. Manufacturer Name and Address ’ ‘
NONE '
12. Age of Victim 13. Sex |14 Disposition . 15. Injury Diagnosis
35 : 1-Male : 4 - Hospitalized _ 52 - Concussion
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved . _ - _ (Operational / Travel)
75 <-HEAD . 1 - Victim/Complainant 2 - Telephone - 85 /0
20. Attachment(s) -121. Case Source 22. Sample Collection Number
2 - Documents 06 - Emergency Room (not NEISS)
23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)
O Yes @ No (O Verbal
24, Review Date 25, Reviewed By . 26. Regional Office Director
07/20/2006 - 9071 . : : Eric B, Ault -
27. Distribution ‘ 1 28. Source Document Number
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennls R; Ross Robin M. : 10670001A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/?006 OMB NO. 30410029 -
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:

On July 2, 2006 the victim was on a friend's boat when he
decided to go tubing using the kite tube. The victim was -
wearing a life preserver and there were spotters on the
boat. This was the victim’s second time using the kite
tube; however he grew up on the water and has been water
tubing for many years. The first time he used the tube he5
injured his foot but did not seek medical attention. He
described the kite tube as performing differently from any
other water tubes he has used in the past

The victim waS'approximately-% of the way around the lake
‘when he started to lose control. He described himself as -
.being approximately six feet up in the air when the tube »
- started to turn on an angle, almost turning upside down..- He_
could not take his hand off the tube to signal the boat
driver to slow down. He stated that because it happened so -
fast he was unable to lower the tube. The victim does not
remember any other details. He fell into the water and lost’
consciousness for a few seconds before his friends turned .
the boat around to retrieve him from the water. When his
friends reached him the victim knew he was not feeling '
well. He was taken to a local hospital where he was treated
for vomiting, concussion and a cervical neck strain. A cat-
scan was performed and revealed negative results for ’
bleeding and spine fractures. At the time of this interview
the victim stated that he is still experlen01ng neck - pain
‘similar to whiplash. :

The victim did not know the length of the tow rbpe but was
aware that it was available in different lengths. He stated
that the longer the rope. the- hlgher you go in the klte
tube. -

- The tubing took place on Pretty Lake, in MeceSta;'Mi. The .
lake is described as being- approximately one mile in :
diameter and a round circular shaped lake.

The victim is described as a thlrty flve year old male
weighing 240 pounds

The consumer of the kite and boat owner is described as a
twenty-six year old male. He also grew up on the water and
has been driving boats for several years. He described
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hlmself as hav1ng ten years of experlence in pulllng sklersvj
and tubers on boats. : » :

He purchased the kite tube in April, 2006 for $499 plus-tax
from Skier’'s- Pier, in the Detroit area, MI. At the time. of.
purchase he did not ask the sales staff how to use. the :
product. Included in the purchase of the kite tube ‘were .an -
instructional video and two tow ropes. One rope was-40 feetf
in length and the other was 20 feet in length, however the .
two ropes would be tied together to total 60 feet of ‘rope.
The consumer watched the video approximately 15 times: He__f
also read the warning statements that were on the kite tube
as well as the owner’s manual that was included with the:
tube. He began using it on Memorial Day week-end and used
it approximately every other week-end from then until the

~ incident. Approximately 10-12 people have used the kite’

tube while on his boat. He explained that many of - the A
people that used it complained of sore necks and .backs;
however the victim’s injury was the most severe.

. On the day of the incident the consumer used the 60 feet of

tow rope to pull the kite tube. There were spotters on the
boat however he stated that he does not rely solely on the
spotters. He frequently uses his mirrors because he does
not feel that the reaction time is always qulck enough w1th
the spotters. While pulling the victim he descrlbed the -
boat speed at traveling approximately 25-30 miles per hour.
He described the victim as being approximately five feet in
‘the air when he noticed him starting to lose control and.
the kite tube jerking from the left to right and left to
right again. He .explained the victim as reacting in a
“squirrelly” manner. He slowly started slowing down and
-attempted to get the victim as close to the water as
possible to lessen the length of his fall when the victim
fell into the water. He did not see the kite tube actually
~dive to the surface. He turned the boat around and went to
"retrieve the victim from the water. When he reached the
victim, the wvictim told the consumer that he was- not
feeling well.

He noted‘no damage or apparent equipment failure on
the tube.

The consumer stated that the most important factors,in'
deciding what speed to travel at, in his opinion are the
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weight of the tube rider and the wind direction. The key
factor in the height of the kite tube is the speed of the
‘boat. According the consumer the driver has to be aware and
if the tube gets too high then you have to let up on the
throttle. He added that when you let up on the throttle it
must be accomplished slowly because if done quickly, it
would bring the tube down too fast. He stated that
communication with the tube rider is difficult for .two
reasons. The first reason is that it’s difficult for the

. tube rider to let go of the tube. The second reason is even
if the tube rider is able to let go of the tube with one
hand it is difficult for the driver to see the tube rider’s
hand. ’ '

The consumer gave an example of another kite tubing
incident prior to the victim’s. incident: "

Another rider prior to the victim, described as weighing
180 pounds, reached a height of approximately 15-20 feet.
The consumer startéd slowing the throttle down when the
tube did a complete 360 degree turn. He missed the tube on
the last spin and hit the water. He experienced a sore neck
but did not seek medical attention. '

PRODUCT: Water Tube
The product involved in this incident is. the Sportsstuff
Wego Kite Tube. The tube is yellow in color with black,

red, and white writing and designs.

There are two Skier’s Pier’'s located at:

2505 Dixie Highway 3599 Orchard Lake Road
Waterford, MI 48328 - West Bloomfield,_MI 48329

248-674-8800 248-682-2180

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff
1-888-814-8833

ATTACHMENTS :

Exhibit “A” - Contact List

Exhibit “B” - Authorization for Release of Name
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Exhibit “C - Status of Missing Document Form
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Exhibit “A” - Contact List

This in-depth investigation was assigned and initiated on
7/10/06. The information contained in this report was - .:
obtalned during teélephone interviews with the v1ct1m,‘*
' P and the consumer/boat owner, Aaron Pfau.' e

Victim: -

~ Boat Driver:




u.s. 'CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20207

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION - T

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. .
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned people to share. =~
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use 1t to R
- assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems : , s

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and dlstnbutors to mfom them of ‘
the involvement of their product in an incident situation, We also give the information to

W 5703/%5 .,Zé 5,? - -
Bt

others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need o

the individual’s name so that they can obtam additional mformatlon on the product or .
incident smmnon R

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you wﬂl al]ow us to dlsclose o

your name. If you request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that -
request. Afler you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the.
document on the lines provided. : ’

7/8 'ﬂé |

(Date)

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: hitp:/hwww.cpsc.gov


http://www.cpsc.gov

| 64/’5//’ G

Task No: MO 7ﬂ 3‘”15 5’7

Date: Y-20 "0

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT(S)

The official records below were requo@ted for this investigation report, but could not
be obtained. ‘

1. /oﬂﬂ%g ragh o f %{1,4/10_62@&/

2.

Regional Office: 4~/ E Supervisor No:



HERPRVLER NOTIFIED
COMMENTS':_YESA
OVERRULED; —.

ATTRCHED
AC_ISIONSIF()!A £ 22C,

Revistons
DONOTRE-NOTIFY

o

1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID
060703HBB2660 9101 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 2006 07 02 2006 07 05
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC

16 YOM sustained a rope burn to the neck and a slight concussion after being struck in the neck with a tow rope used
with a kite tube. The victim hit his head on the boat after being struck with the rope.

7. Location (Home, School, etc)
5 - OTHER PUBLIC PROPERTY

8. City
MONTICELLO

9. State
IN

10A. First Product
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa

10B. Trade/Brand Name
WEGO KITE TUBE

10C. Model Number
53-5000

SPORTSSTUFF
111213 East Circle #A
omaha, NE

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address

11A. Second Product
852 - Rope Or String

118. Trade/Brand Name
SPORTSSTUFF TOW ROPE

11C. Mode! Number
UNKNOWN

SPORTSSTUFF
111213 East Circle #A
omaha ’

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address

15. Injury Diagnosis
52 - Concussion

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition
16 1 - Male 4 - Hospitalized
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation
Involved
75 - HEAD 1 - Victim/Complainant 1 - On-Site

19. Time Spent
(Operational / Travel)
175 /4.5

20. Attachment(s)
9 - Multiple Attachments

21. Case Source
13 - Other Case Source

22. Sample Collection Number

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

() Yes @ No (O Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
07/25/2006 _ 9071 Eric B. Ault

27. Distribution
Ingle, Robin L.; Spitler, Virginia R.

28. Source Document Number
X0670043A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB-NO.

30410029
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This investigation was initiated from an on-line news
article. The news article states that a 16 YOM was
hospitalized after being struck in the neck with a tow rope
used with a kite tube.

The information comntained in this investigative report was
obtained from an accident report from the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources (INDNR), a telephone
interview with the responding conservation officer, and an
on-site investigation with the water show staff, including
the victim, at the Indiana Beach. Resort in Monticello,
Indiana on July 24, 2006.

On July 24, 2006 an on-site investigation was conducted by -
this investigator with the assistance of an Indiana
Department of Natural Resources conservation officer.

According to a boat operator (27 YOM; not involved in the
incident) with the show, the Indiana Beach Water Show
incorporated the use of the incident tube kite in their
water show this year at the direction of the California-
based company that owns and manages the water show. The
management company shipped two identical kite tubes to the
show staff earlier this year for use in the show.

According to the local water show manager (20's YOM), the
incident tube kite was used for approximately one month,
seven days a week, for four shows each day. The water show
management company instructed the local staff to
discontinue use of the incident kite tube a couple of days
after the incident due to the product being recalled.

According to the INDNR report, the incident occurred during
a water show on July 02, 2006 at approximately 2:00 p.m.
The water conditions were rough, the wind conditions were
very strong at 15-25 mph, and the weather was clear. The
estimated water temperature was 79 degrees and the
estimated air temperature was 85 degrees.

The INDNR report states that the incident boat operator was
a (24 YOM) with over 500 hours of boat operator experience.
In addition, this person had received formal instruction as
a boat operator. The incident boat (See Exhibit A) was a
2006 19’ fiberglass runabout with a 340 hp in-board motor.
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The victim (16 YOM) asserts that he was riding on the
incident kite tube solo immediately prior to the incident.
He had gotten off of the kite tube and was coming up into
the incident boat from the rear port side, when the boat
operator accelerated the boat and began to make a left hand
turn. At this time the kite tube tow rope (See Exhibit A)
tightened and began moving toward the victim due to the
boat’s movement to the left. The victim asserts that he did
not move fast enough and the tow rope hit him on the right
side of his neck and his head hit the port side interior of
the incident boat.

Approximately three hours after the incident the victim was
transported by EMS personnel to Monticello Hospital where
he was diagnosed with a 3” rope burn to his neck and a
slight concussion. The victim was treated and released.

The boat operator asserts that the tow rope used at the
time of the incident came with the incident kite tube. He
claims that the rope was always used with the kite tube at
it 65’ length.

The boat operator involved in the incident was not
available during the on-site investigation.

The local show manger claims that the incident tow rope
broke once during the month long time frame it was used.
The rope was tide back together and was used up to the time
-when the tube kite use in the water show was discontinued.

The local show manager asserts that the kite tube was
always used with just one rider. He also claims that when
towing the kite tube without a rider, there is a ‘
significant about of drag due to the front of the kite tube
dipping down into the water. He asserts that this drag
effect with the kite tube contributed to the tightening of
the tow rope at the time of the incident.

See incident scene diagram at Exhibit B.

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION:

Product: Wego Kite Tube

Model : 53-5000
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Color:

Price:

Water Show

Management Company:

Retailer:

Manufacturer:

LABELING:

_3_
Yellow/Black/Red/Gray/White °

Unknown

Dave Draves

Mirage Entertainment

19435 E Walnut Dr N

City of Industry, CA

Telephone Number: 909-595-0531 x204

Unknown

Sportsstuff, Inc.

111213 East Circle #A

Omaha, NE

Telephone Number: 402-592-9085

See Exhibit’s A-3 to A-6 for labeling on the incident

mixer.

ATTACHMENTS :

Exhibit-A: Photographs
Exhibit-B: Incident Diagram
Exhibit-C: INDNR Report
Exhibit-D: Contact Information
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Exhibit A
Page 1 of 16

Exhibit A-1 is a view of the incident kite tube.
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Exhibit A-2 is a v1ew of the_1nc1dent klte tube
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Exhibit A-3 is a view of the incident kite tube.

Tow Rope
Attachment
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Exhibit A-4 is a view of the incident kite tube.
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Exhibit A-5 is .a view of the incident kite tube labelinga
N AR e Cvietst v e ‘
K R

L)

]

 flight is not
rider wajghe « i 0 a8¥-
ontt 31, a lighter person will Kite easier than

Natural o boat traffic, power

"« Usge rear b:'"dbmaksmdbammmcénmmwmm
* Maximum 1 rigg, ¢ap °°!I'"'~ Using highar tow paint means the Kitd can Kta hig
. Dondoxcmmmummm

mumweigMnrlOOpounda‘ninhumbodMlzmufmmdo -
while alrborne. Too much movement the Kite become 5%
"main & goad center of gravity, Tt atteto ’ ;
bostcontrolhandpqnmons.

1 second or many minutes.

- «.m'
mm"'wm' nt

* Len hang depend
. Ast;’:llgg:boath%'g'mmwind -bogfspeogmdridrwelght-
omMmance ) croates the optimum Kiting pevformance.
What you are looking for (up ard down).
w;?:wammuwmummwmmwmwzm
-pushing your weight down with a:swift, sitting m
26 your positan i he sotting system cockn i adiiss ity o o 00
~  drdown from the horizontal, R
et {6 adust left to right balance.
onof foot ant hand positions toié

on the wind,




IDI 060703HBB2660
Exhibit A
Page 6 of 16

¥V VY

TR W %Y WY

'l'odo Bion
Alles OX

Mams";ailpidamcntfo
- Schneller

:0‘“‘ mes ite ’
SHS L

Bl W
Glnl a la derecha

l(..‘ 7

Rachts halten

WAsssnsxl-HANMGNA'-E

Rt \“r"

ﬁ?gpﬁrr:‘z?‘! M

vy ;4.1 oLt K
n‘nzlc,fjl‘,“:“::w"" "4 .- el

«
TS 'y



IDI 060703HBB2660
Exhibit A
Page 7 of 16

KITE TUBE USER
Rel of Liabllity:

you have resd and understand the entira SportsshATs A
contalned in that materia! pricr to using the Kite <.

and Hting the Kite Tube, you agroe that
itional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube wéll

By assembiing ;
product manual, incluging &) instructions and warnings ;
Tube. You additionslly agres that you wifl ensure any add ;
ﬁmmmMMmywmhmz:NWﬁhggu?mam

listed within tha owner's manial proper
i mshﬂwhewldmcndewmﬂ,tomomllwemmmmﬂnodbth.hmm;
'ﬁb.mmdaudowﬁwwwnmmfoﬂhWﬁnthpmductmunua!.YourmNyapduls
m’mmmmmocmsmutaam,wmemwmmdwlw.wxm%mzym
, pormitted try you to use, in any manne, the Kite Tube, to Sportaatufl any nd @ o e

. - ~.

= ——

.

BRI

.
=
=
>
3>
o
.;
:’b' .
-
>
e

WO

. . ) deny any oral or written g ,
me?“WN%WB’.Hhﬂhgﬂuhhﬂhummwn&mhmmwnmmmmmutﬁn'.:

oy LT oygunuad

[IMN




IDI 060703HBB2660

Exhibit A

Page 8 of 16

Exhibit A-8 is a view of the incident kite tube labeling

.
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Exhibit A-10 is a view of the tow rope used with the
incident kite tube.
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Exhibit A-11 is a view of the tow rope labeling.
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Exhibit A-12 is a view of the tow rope labeling.

EGINNER LENGTH 45" s
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Exhibit A-13 is a view of the tow rope labeling.
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Exhibit A-14 is a view of the tow rope labeling.
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Exhibit A-15 is a view»of the incident boat.
R LA ,‘.'!'_-"‘ I B
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Exhibit A-16 is a view of the inc;dent boat.

TSI

=~

Pole where the kite tube tow rope
was attached. :







REPORT OF INDIANA OFFICERS
STANDARD BOATING ACCIDENT

State Form 36432 (R9 ¢ 8-95)
Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforeement Division
402 West Washington Street, Room W253D. indianapolis, IN 46204

U.S.C.G. number

Prop. Code
713

Casc Number

(6-91-028439

ACCIDENTS RESULTING IN INJURY DEATH OR DAMAGE OF $200. 00 OR MORE MUST BE REPORTED AUTHORITY IC 14- 13 4-2

- ACCIDENT DATA - - 3o
Date |m0n(h day. )'car) Day of \wck Aptual localtime  [_| AM Number of boats Number of injured Numbcr of fatalities To(at Damagc
7-02-06 SUNDAY 1400 PM 1 o 0 30
Ciy Township County State Body of water
MONTICELLO UNION WHITE IN LAKE SHAFER
Water ~ Cvery rough Wind (MPH) — [JLight {(0-6) Xstrong (15-25) | Weather  [JCloudy [ JRain [ JHazy
condition  [Tcam  Prough  []Strong current [CINone ClModcrate (7-14)  {_]Storm (over 25) Hcicar [Fog Csnow
@ Day Visibilily X)Good [:] Poor Estimated water teniperature Estimated-air temperature | Weather encountered D Not as forecasted

85° BXIWas as forecasted {:]No for ecast oblamed

Lk _[H] oOPERATORE & 7 '

M Namc ol npu*\tnr(last first. middle initial) sex :M
F [ 1F

Address (number and street, apt. No.)

City. state. ZIP code

Telephone numnber sge Date ofhirth {month, day, year)

[T 100 XOver 500 hours

[Jror to 500

Experience of operator
D Under 20 hours

120 w0 100 ["TOver 500 hours

1101 10 500

Experience of operator
DUnder 20 hours

Formal instruction Name of Instrucling agency

Forma) instruction Name of Instrueting agency

BYes CINo MIRAGE ENTERTAINMENT Oves [No

Test given DHKNone [ IRefused Type given [ JUrine 1 Testgiven [ JNone [JRefused Typegiven [ JUrinc Cother

D Aleohol  [Tprug OsAc o MBiood [Breath ather | [Jalcohot D b [OBAC A (R CIBrean
VESSEL 1 [ ] RENTED T = - CIWESSBEL2Z % [7] RENTED

Name of registered owner (last, first, middle initial) Name of 1cg|stmed owner (Jast, fust, nuddlc muml)

MALIBU BOATS

Address (nuinber and street, apt. No.) Address {(number and street, apt. No.)

5075 KIMBERLY WAY :

City, statc, ZIP code Cily, state, ZIP code

LOUDON, TN, 37774

Registration numbcr HIN Registration number HIN

N/A MB2P6139D606

U.8.C.G. documented (nrame and number) U.5.C.G. documented {name and numnber)

N’[,A

Year Length Make Maodcl Color Year Length Make Modec! Color

2006 19 MALIBU . RESP GREY

Hull material (primacy) Boat tvpe CIcabin [prersonat Hull material (primary) Boat type L]cabin Personal

Clawminum  [JWood | [Jon boat [Jrontoon Watercraft ClAuminum [Iwood [on boat [Jrontoon Walcrcraft

DAFiberglass [rtastic Runabaal OHouschoat [ 1Other CFiberglass Trtastic [(JRunabout [ _JHousebont [Jother

Ustecl other [ lsailboat Ccanoe [steer [Jother [“Isaiiboat Clcunoe

Use Fuel Use Fuel

BApcasuce [eassenger for Hirs GAS T IPlcasure Clrassen ger for oire

(Orishing [TIresting (demo only) Horsepower [CIFishing [OJresting (demo only) Horsepower

ClLivery {1Govemment Agencies 340 CLivery [_JGovernment Agencics

Propulsion (primary) : Propulsion (primary)

I:]Outhoard [Csail Binvoard et [“Joutboard DSail OJinboard et

DlnfOutboard DAuxi!im}' Sail D Electric Trolling DOthcr D]n"Outboard DAuxiliary Sail DEloctric Trolling DOther

Activity at time of accident Activity at time of accident

Ccrising CJrucling [JFishing [[]Ticd at Dock [(Cruising [JFueting [eishing {Jticd at Dock

E]Racing [OTewing LJAL Anchor [[JScuba Diving DRacing Orowing [ JAt Anchor [(]Scuba Diving

Morifing [IBcing Tawed B Approaching Dock [ Water Sking [:lDriﬂing DBeing Towed E]Approaching Dock DWater Skiing

[swimming  [[JHunting Other: Oswimming [ JHunting Tl  Other

Fire extinguisha Type of fire extinguisher Fire cxtinguisher Type of fire extinguisher

D30n Board UNKWN [Jon Board

[Jused Number used Oused Number used

[CINone 0 [INone

Continued on other side



: Bd VESSELA e E T T T OVER
Was vessel cqutppod with U.5.C.G. approved Personal Was v esscl cqmppcd v.n.h U.S.C.G. approved Personal
Flotation Devices? Flotation Devices?
Were they serviceable? Bves [no Were they serviccable? Oves  [No

Were non-approved P.F.D.s carmied? | Were they accessible? vee  [JNo | Were non-approved P.F.D.s carricd? Were they accessible? Cdyes  [No
Ove: XNo Were they used”? Clves Bno | Tlves  [INe Werc they used? Oves TN
Type ol accident ) [_IFirerExplosion (other than fuel) Type of accident [_IFire/Explosion (vther than fuel)
DHEI Floating Object IBums Clcolision with Vessel [CIHie Floating Object DBurns DCol!ision with Vessel
BAFals in Boat DCnpsizing Clconision with Fixed Object [JPalls in Boat DCapsizing D(‘.ollision with Fixed Object
DFallx Qverboard DGmunding Jconision with Floating Object [CIFalis Overboard [:]Gmunding DCollision with Floating Object
DHitby Proplier DSinking Cdother (specify) OOt by Propller DSinking - Clother {specify)
Clrire or Explosion (fuel) DF]oating Crire or Explosion (fuel) DFloating
Damage estimated this vessel QOther properly damage Damage estimated this vosscl Other property damage

$ ) ) .

T T CIYSJURED [ ] DECEASED - [ 1 WITNESS

‘ Namc (Iast first, middie mmal)

Address (number and street, apl. No.)

City, stale, ZIP codc

Date of birth (moath, day, year) Age Tclephone nutnber
)
Nature of injury / cause of death .
Dlntcrvicwcd DS[atcmcm
- 71 INJURED, ‘[] DECEASED [ ] WITNESS [ ] INJURED __ [] DECEASED  [_| WITNESS
Namc (hsl firs(, middle initial) Name (last, first, middle initial)
Address (number and street, apt. No.) Address {(number and strect, apt. No.)
[Ciwy. state. ZIP cude City. state, ZIP code
Datc of birth (month, day, ycar) | Age Telcphone number Date of birth (month, day, year} | Age Telephone number
() C )

Nature of injury / causc of death

D Interviewed DStatcmcm

Nature of injury / cause of death

Dlntmvicwcd DStatcmcnt

' ACCIDENT DESCRIPTION

Lnst sequence of events, mc!ude fallure of equipment and any information regarding the involvement of alcohol and for drugs in causing or contributing to the

accident. Provide any descriptive information about the use of P.F.D.s. If accident caused injury, indicate if injury required medical treatment beyond first aid. If

n be provided, please attach. Continue on additional sheets if necessary.
—a I'HE INJURED VICTIM, 11AD JUST PERFORMED IN INDIANA BEACH SKI SHOW HE HAD BEEN-
PULLED ON A SKY KITE TUBE. HE WAS BEING PICKED UP BY THE TOWING BOAT AND BEING TAKEN
BACK TO THE DOCK. THE VICTIM WAS CLIMBING INTO THE BACK OF THE BOAT WHEN THE SKI
ROPE SWUNG AROUND AND HIT HIM IN THE NECK KNOCKING HIM INTO THE BOAT AND BUMPING
HIS HEAD ON THE BOAT. VICTIM DID NOT COMPLAIN UNTIL ABOUT 3 HRS LATER WHEN HE STARTED
HYPERVENTILATING AND COULD NOT STAND ON HIS LEGS TO START THE NEXT SHOW MONTICELLO

EMS WAS CALLED AND TOOK VICTIM

TO MONTICELLO HOSPITAL AND THEY

RAN SOME TESTS FOR

CONCUSSION.WHEN { TALKED TO HIM AT HOSPITAL HE WAS RESPONSIVE AND HAD ABOUT A 3 INCH
ROPE BURN ON HIS NECK WHERE THE SK1 ROPE HAD HIT HIM. LATER I TALKED TO THE SUBJECT
AND HE SAID THAT THE TESTS SHOWED THAT HE HAD A SLIGHT CONCUSSION.

Operator 1 insured by: Operator 2 insured by: Datc of report (imonth, day. year)
MIRAGE ENTERTAINMENT N/A ¢ 7-2-06

Name of investigating ofticer 1.D. number Ageney Name of field supervisor, Date (month, day, year}

TOM SKINNER S 0636 IDNR L g ) L/ g » 7 1~ 04

Name ol assisting olficer 1.D. number Agency Photls taken? Operator’s report furnished
NONE NA NWA © NO YES

I your opinion what caused the accident?

FAULT OF OTHER PERSON

Bonst Ofemj‘ar

Were any charges filed as a result
of this investigation?

NO
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PERSONS CONTACTED BY THIS INVESTIGATOR

INDNR Contacts:

Local Water Show
Manager:

Boat Operator:

Victim:

Danielle (LNU)

Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources
402 W. Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Telephone Number: 317-232-4010

First Sgt. Dan Dulin
Telephone Number: 765-447-9582

Dave Schwanke
On-site Escorting Conservation Officer
Telephone Number: 574-870-1644

Jerome Conway
Indiana Beach Water Show
Telephone Number: 219-484-3005

Jesse Wilson
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22 ticketed for boating violations in White County

By Jennifer Christos
ichristos@journalandeourier.com

July 3. 2006

As of Sunday evening, Indiana conservation officers patrolling Lakes Freeman and Shafer had issued 22
arrest tickets and 18 warnings so far this holiday weekend.

"Most of them were for safety violations such as not wearing a life jacket or speeding through an idle
zone," said conservation officer Matt Tholen.

Two of the violations were for operating a personal watercraft underage. One person was 12 years old
and the other one was only 10. [ndiana law requires someone to be at least 15 years old and to have
certain training before piloting a personal watercraft.

According to Tholen, the mother of one of the children was upset because her child was allowed to use a
jet ski in their home state of Kentucky.

"Indiana's laws are tougher," Tholen said. "I had to remind her she wasn't in Kentucky anymore."

The White and Carroll County sheriffs' departments also reported two BWI arrests, both Saturday
evening on Lake Freeman.

"Officers are more likely to find people boating while intoxicated in the evenings because they've been
drinking all day," said Tholen.

Tholen said the number of BWIs is actually a little lower than he expects for this time of year.

There have also been relatively few boating accidents so far this weekend. Conservation officers have
only reported two incidents. -

"One man's boat was badly damaged when a rope became twisted in the propeller," said Tholen, "But no
one was hurt."

The other accident was at Indiana Beach.

A ['A rope that was pulling a tube kite during the ski show tightened and struck one of the boat passengers

kih',

in the neck," said First Sgt. Dan Dulin. "This caused him to fall and strike the boat."
A 16-year-old boy from Camden remains hospitalized after the event. |

Conservation officers on the lakes will remain vigilant over the next few days.

http://www jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article? AID=/20060703/NEWS/607030310&templat... 7/3/2006
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"We'll be checking boat speed with our portable radar units, especially at night when the speed limit is
only 10 mph,” said Tholen.

He also reminds boaters that they must have thelr bow and stern lights on and properly working after
" dusk, or they will be stopped.

"That's how we normally get peoplé on other violations,” said Tholen,
So far, conservation officers have not conducted random checkpoints on the lakes, but Tholen hopes that
will change soon. He would like to see periodic boating safety checks similar to seat belt and sobriety

checkpoints for automobiles.

"We probably won't do it this season,” he said, "but we'll be doing it soon."

http://www jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dlV/article? AID=/20060703/NEWS/607030310&templat... 7/3/2006
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1. Task Number : ‘1 2. Investigator's [D.

i

HER/PRYLER NOTIEIED
COMMENTS: __.YES 2 NO :
. OVERRULED; —— ATTACHED

EXC!S!ONSIFOIA Exs.

=m,mm §7Wf7'-

060706HBB1615 © 9102 "EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4.Date of Accident | 5. Date Initiated leVESTIG.A.HON
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 . 2006 07 03 2006 07 06 ~ :
6. Synopsis of Acc:dent or COmplamt - UPC '

A 31 year old female who was very expenenced in water sports was bemg towed for the first time behind a ski boat v
using the kite tube. After just two minutes the tube soared.about 15 feet into the air and slammed the victim down

. onto the surface of the water. She was unconscious for several minutes and suffered numerous centusions and
felt lucky to not have been seriously hurt. She seems to have recovered without complication. : .

~|7- Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City - 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE: - ORANGE SPRINGS FL.
10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Mode!l Number
- 3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa - | WEGO . KITETUBE |

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSTUFF, INC.
11213 E. Cir. #A -
Omaha, NE 68137--1243

11A. Second Product ' 11B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number
0 A NONE NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address

NONE .

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 114, Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
31 ' 2 -Female 1 - Injured, not Hosp. 53 - Cont./Abras.

16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of investigation 19. Time Spent

Involved ) ) _ . . {Operational / Travel)

85-ALLOFBODY | 1 -Victim/Complainant 2 - Telephone QZO -

20. Attachment(s) .| 21. Case Source ‘ 22. Sample Collection Number
9 - Multiple Attachments 07 - Consumer Complaint '

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

O Yes O No @ Verbal

24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director

08/07/2006 ' 9067 Eric B. Ault

27. Distribution
Ingle, Robin L.; Putz, Scott W.; Dunlap, Glenn L.

28. Source Document Number
10670090A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2096 OMB NO. 30410029 -
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This investigation was |n|t|ated by a complamt recelved by the U.S. Consumer '
Product Safety Commission. _

The information contalned in thls mvestlgatlon was supphed by the foIIowmg h
sources: : :

1 A telephone interview wuth the V|ct|m on 7-24- 2006
Victim — 31 year old female 5'6.5, 170 pounds

This incident occurred at Island Lake in Orange Springs FL (Marion. Coonty) on
7-3-2006. Please see the map of the area in the exhibits. This small lake was -
located approxrmately 3 miies SW of Orange Springs FL '

The victim was very athletic and active’ sports enthusiast and had been skiing,
wake and hydro boarding for 15 years and had lots of experience with water v
" sports, boats and water activities. She had no compromlsmg physrcal '

- disabilities. :

The victim could not describe the make and model of the boat but stated that it
was intended for pulling skiers and had a special tow rope arm/mount which -
would secure the tow rope about 6 feet above the floor of the boat so that
passengers could transverse without getting entangled in the rope. She-could -
not estimate how high the rope would have been above the level of the water:
when being used to tow a skier or in th|s case, the product was a Wego Klte
Tube by Sportsstuff, Inc. :

The product belonged to the family of her husband and she did not have the "
manual or the receipt for the product but indicated it had been recently
purchased new. She indicated that it had only been used 3-4 days over two
weekends. Her cousin had read the manual before using the product and -
instructed the other’ members and the drivers of the boat according to the
mstructrons :

The victim read the manual after the incident and told me that they only thing that

they did that was not per the manual, was that the instructions indicated to

- connect the rope to the lowest portion of the boat. - However, this was a ski boat
and it was specifically designed to attach ropes to skiers and devices at the

elevated position and not elsewhere. :

On the previous day and the,day of the incident the victim had watched four other
family members use the product without incident. The instructions had indicated
to attach the rope at the pre manufactured connection on the rope which made
the rope the shortest connection which was recommended for beginners and
what was being done W|th the users for those two days. The victim could not
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estimate the actual |ength of the rope from the connection at the boat to the klte
tube. : . v .

This was the first time the v:ctlm had used the product however she had _
observed several other riders and spoken with them regarding thelr r|de and felt v
conf dent about trying the product S

On the day of the incident (unspecrt" ied trme) the victim |nd|cated there was very
little wind and did not believe they were traveling across or with the wind etc.
since the wind was little or none and the lake was very calm with very little chop
The main disturbances of the water, was from other boaters and she could not-
estimate how many other boats were on the water that day. The victimwas.
wearing an unspecified brand of life vest. Her father was driving the. boat,and .
this was his first time to drive while towing the kite tube, however he had been "
fully briefed on how to tow this product from a cousin who had read the -

- instructions.

There was only one person o_n'the kite tube, which was the victim. :

According to the victim, “I was using the kite tube for the first time. | was using the shortest rope. . - -
~ The boat was traveling about 30mph (Speed recommended per the instructions)andthe =
tube was popping.up and down (The tube had floated out above the water twice during
the ride) out of the water.(The whole ride lasted about 2 minutes) The last few times I-felt
the kite was kind of wobbly so | tried to keep the kite from lifting. (The boat had traveled about
% of the lake which was a circular route) | then remember lifting again and kind of coming
down towards the left a little. The rest | am amnesic to but my family states after that time a sudden
gust of wind picked the kite up 10-15 feet and then flipped over and slammed back down into the.
water. They said it happened so fast there was no time to-do anything to keep it from happenmg lam
“sure | must have lost consciousness, however when they got back to me | was awake and dazed. |-
remained confused for about 20 minutes they said. | only remember bits and pieces surrounding that
time. | did go to the hospital because | had a bad headache and shoulder pain and abdominal pain.
There were no serious injuries found. So basically it resulted in a concussion, the left side of my face.
and my left clavicle was swollen but not broken. 1 had a hematoma to my left scapula. 1 did not have
any abdominal injuries on the CAT scan, but definitely have a strained muscle. And iast, my left breast
is numb. | spent the entire next day with a severe headache, bouts of nausea and endless tiredness
and muscle aches. Of course it is only 2 days since the crash, and hopefully | will make a full recovery.

- The victim indicated that there was no way to communicate with the driver and
no way to issue instructions to slow down or speed up as you can when water
skiing. She indicated that you would have to climb up the kite tube to be able to
look and see where you were gomg and to stgnal to the boat driver, and no way
to maneuver the product

~ The victim gave verbal permission to release her name with copies of this report.
The victim appears to have healed without further complications since the

incident. Further attempts to contact the victim to gain additional information by
phone and email were not returned and were abandoned. The product could not



IDI 060706HBB1615 T Page 3 of 3

be further identified by a model number, other than it was a Wego.Kite Tube.
The victim indicated that she had not contacted the manufacturer at the time of
my interview.

Product Information:

Wego Kite Tube
Sportsstuff Inc.

11213 ECir#A

Omaha, NE 68137-1243
Phone: (402)592-9085
www.sportsstuff.com

Attachments:

Exhibit #1 Contacts - ,
Exhibit #2 Map of the lake and area:

Exhibit #3 Information from the w_eb site
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7-24-2006
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1. Task Number

2. Investigator's ID

MERIPRVLBRNOTIFIED

COMMENTS: _YES Z__NO
- OVERRULED; e

e EXCISIONSIFOIA EXS. st

Revisions

Aam——

060706HBB1616 9001 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
: YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 2006 06 08 2006 07 06
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint upPC

A 40 year old male fractured his right ankle while riding a kite tube about six feet high off the lake when the kite tube
suddenly flipped to the left side and dove down, crashing to the water. The victim was treated at a local urgent care
center where three screws were inserted into his ankle to help repair the fracture.

A //{8/0'7

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE WAKE FOREST NC

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO 53-5000

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSTUFF
11213 E. Circle, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137

11A. Second Product
0

11B. Trade/Brand Name
NONE

11C. Model Number
NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE

12. Age of Victim 113. Sex 14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
40 1- Male 1 - Injured, not Hosp. 57 - Fracture
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved : (Operationa}l / Travel)
37 - ANKLE 1 - Victim/Complainant 3 - Other 13/ 1

20. Attachment(s) -

21. Case Source

9 - Multiple Attachments . 07 - Consumer Complaint

22. Sample Collection Number

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

@ Yes O No O Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
08/01/2006 8978 Eric B. Ault

27. Distribution

Mele, Stephen V.; Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

28. Source Document Number
[0670073A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029
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On 6/8/06, a 40 year old male fractured his right
ankle while riding a kite tube about six feet high off the
lake when the kite tube suddenly flipped to the left side
and dove down, crashing to the water.

Information in this report was obtained through an in-
person interview with the victim and a brief telephone
interview with the boat operator/owner of the kite tube.
The victim provided me with a short video c¢lip of the kite
tube taken a week or two before the incident. This clip
(referred to as Exhibit 1) was forwarded by email to the
distribution list for this IDI. Product description,
specifications and return information was obtained from the
manufacturer’s web-site [see Exhibits 3 & 5]. This product
was recalled by the manufacturer on 7/13/06 [see Exhibit
4]. No samples were requested in the assignment
instructions, only photographs were required. Medical
Records were requested, but not provided [see Exhibit 7].
The NC Wildlife Resources Commission had not completed
their investigation of this incident at the time this
report was submitted. The victim granted authorization for
his name to be released [see Exhibit 2]. There were no
other officials involved/official reports to collect.

The kite tube involved in the incident was about 10
days old when the incident occurred. The victim stated
that he had no previous experience with similar products,
but he had over 20 years experience riding on regular
tubes. He also tried parasailing once. The victim used
the kite tube two or three times prior to the incident, but
he didn’t get far up into the air on these previous
occasions. There were no problems prior to the incident.
The victim’s estimated weight was about 195 - 200 pounds
and he is about 5 feet 10 inches tall. Both the victim and
the boat operator/owner stated that the kite tube and the
tow rope were new and appeared to be in good condition at
the time of the incident. The victim attached the tow rope
to the ski pylon or center of the boat. All three sections
of the rope were attached together so the full length of
the rope (65 feet) was being used at the time of the
incident.

On the day of the incident, the victim was at the
lake with his friends. They were riding on his friend’s
motorboat. His friend was driving the boat while he got
ready to ride on the kite tube. The victim was wearing a
life jacket. He stated that a DVD comes with the product
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and that he and the driver of the boat had watched the DVD
and followed all of the directions. The victim stated that
he read the warnings that are printed on the kite tube.

The boat owner purchased the kite tube on-line and did not
ask any questions or get any other instructions from the
seller.

At the time of the incident, the weather in the
nearest recorded city to the lake was around 80 degrees,
Fahrenheit and the wind was light - less than 7mph. The
victim and boat operator both stated that there was little
or no wind on the lake at the time of the incident.

On the afternoon of June 8, 2006, the 40 year old male
victim was riding on a kite tube a few feet above the
surface of the lake for only about five minutes when the
incident occurred. He stated that he was traveling a few
feet off the surface of the water when a sudden gust of
wind took him up to about six feet above the water. The
victim stated that within seconds of the kite tube
attaining its maximum height of six feet it flipped to the
left and dove down at the same time. The boat
operator/owner stated that the kite tube’s actual height
when the incident occurred was more like three or four
feet, although it may have achieved a maximum height of six
feet.

The kite tube crashed to the surface of the lake but
neither the victim nor the boat operator is sure how the
victim landed when he first struck the water. The victim
believes that his foot was still in the kite tube and that
it struck the kite tube and the water when the crash

occurred. The victim broke his ankle (Talus bone) and has
" three screws in it to repair it.

The victim was helped back into the boat by the other
two passengers. They drove the boat back to the victim’s
friend’s car and the victim’s friend' transported the victim
to the urgent care center where he was treated and released
that same day.

The victim was the only person on the kite tube and he
was the only one being towed by the boat at the time of the
incident. The boat operator (victim’s friend) was 36 years
old and only towed regular tubes prior to using the kite
tube. He said the boat was traveling between 29 - 31lmph at
the time of the incident.
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The victim stated that he did not believe that he
could direct/control the direction and height of the kite
tube but he said it was possible to alter the angle by
positioning your body or the tube differently. The victim
stated that he was at a 90 degree ankle at the time of the
incident and was trying to sustain an angle of between 45
degrees and 60 degrees. ‘

The victim stated that he could not see the boat at
the time of the incident. He did not try to slow the boat
down. The victim did not notice any mechanical issues with
the kite tube. He could not do anything to lower the kite
tube towards the water.

The victim’s ankle was operated on that same day
(6/8/06) to repair the fracture. Three screws were

inserted into his leg to help repair it.

" The victim did not report the incident to the
manufacturer.

PRODUCT INFORMATION

The product is a Wego brand inflatable kite tube that
is 10 foot in diameter, yellow colored, and designed to be
towed behind a power boat.

MANUFACTURER: SPORTSSTUFF, INC.
11213 E. Circle, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137

BRAND: WEGO

MODEL: 53-5000

The victim’s friend (boat operator) purchased the kite
tube new from ebay a few days before Memorial day
(5/29/06). He no longer had the original sales receipt.

At the time of the phone interview with the victim’s friend
(owner of kite tube) he was in the process of closing a
sale of the kite tube on ebay. He is believed to have sold
it prior to the recall.

The product description and specifications for the
kite tube are as follows (see Exhibit 5):



060706HBB1616

Wego Kite Tube

10ft diameter flying tube :

Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next generation of
action towable is here, taking you to a whole new level of
excitement! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly
through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight
as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights,
leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake! The level of
extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KITE TUBE.
Anything else is beneath it...

.Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $599.95

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR
INFO

Features:

° 120 inch infiated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration

° 8405 full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating

e  Computerized double stitched sewing

e Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment

e Multiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked

e  Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit

e Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection
e  Speed safety valves for fasf easy inflation and defiation

e Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and
leg use :

e 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard

e Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls

e Reflective Safety piping on all handies and on the outside to.p taping
¢ Variable loops for detachable leash use

° Panoramic see through double windows

o  Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included

o High visibility, billboard style, red and yeliow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution
accent striping

¢ Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included

Watch the included instructional videé to learn how to fly:
, Kite Tube Instructional Video
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Exhibit 1 -

Exhibit 2 ~
Exhibit 3 -
Exhibit 4 -
Exhibit 5 -

Exhibit 6 -

Exhibit 7 -~

ATTACHMENTS

video clip of kite tube (sent by separate
email) . ‘

Authorization for Release of Name.
product info. from SportsStuff web-site.
Release NO. 06-210 (Kite tube recall).
Return info. from SportsStuff web-site.

Contact List.

Status of Missing document form.



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20207
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U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem.
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned people to share
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use it to
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems.

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of

~ the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need
the individual’s name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or
incident situation,

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow us to disclose
your name. If you request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the
document on the lines provided.

_@YES» o NO

(Signature) ;- 4 . (Date)

CPSC Hofline: 1~800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: hitp:/fwww.cpsc.gov
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http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml ' 7/13/2006
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Wego Kite Tube

10ft diameter flying tube

Take Hight with the W KIT TU The ne t generation of action towable is here, taking you to a whole new
level of e citernent Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird perience the thrill
of flight as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake
The level of e treme sport has been raised with the W KIT TU Anything else is beneath it

Model 5 -5000 Sug Retail: $599.85

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR
INFO

Features:

120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration

840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating

Computerized double stitched sewing

Nyion zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment

Multipte mesh drain ports, bar-tacked

Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit

Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation

Paraliel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and
leg use

8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guard .

Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls

Reflective Safety piping on all handies and on the outside top taping
Variable loops for detachable leash use

Panoramic see through double windows

Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included

High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution
accent striping

e  Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included

e 06 & © © o & & o

e o & 6 ©

Watch the included instructiona! video to learn how to fly:
Kite Tube Instructional Video
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NEWS from CPSC

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Office of Information and Public Affairs | Washington, DC 20207
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ' Firm’s Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524 |
July 13, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772
Release #06-210 CPSC Medla Contact: (301) 504-7908

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after
Reports of Deaths and Injuries

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff,
Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes. :

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries include a
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause
of the incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this
voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. :

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube.
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has black caution warning
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement “Never Kite higher than you are
willing to fall.” The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various
retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600.

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can
also visit the firm's Web site at www,sportsstuff.com for more information.

060706HBB1616 Exhibit 4, Pg. 1 of 2

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml06/06210.html ' 7/21/2006
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Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with
consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.govitalk.html. To join a CPSC email
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.govi/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov. ' .
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WE O KITE TUBE RE LACEMENTRE UE T
After this form has been submitted, a Customer Service Representative will contact you with an RMA number
Please use the form on this page to request your replacement product(s) efore we ship your
chosen replacements, you must send us your Wego Kite Tube as outlined below:

Please
completely fill
out the form
and press the

SU MIT button
when you re
finished A
F1 DS AR
R _UR D
Datell Month . j
Purchased

‘Product
- condmon

Store where
product was
purchased

First and last ll
o name: |

Streét address: Do

I <Select>

State Province: ©oummmrrpmr e g e v o - 5 S S O

7 SRR RS

Country Ir <Select>
R

-mail address:
e B e i,

Area code

phone number
R

Please choose
your desired

. replacerrxent Lcarn more about the replacement options here
Option: | Cjgse the new window when done to return to this form

<Select Replacement Option>

CLEAR FORM- - SUBMIT
: Thank ou

Wego Retu oeue

Click here if your kite tube is new or unused and has N V R been inflated
I ou Wego Kite Tube bee u e e i ee outo o etet ¢
oo i g te
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P AS CUT FFTH F WIN PARTS F URUNITT R TURNT SP RTSSTUFF:
1 CUT FFTH A UMINUMT WC NN CT RFR MTH C V R
2 USIN SCISS RS, CAR FuU CUT UT N (1) WARNIN PATCH NTH W
C VRITISN €C SSAR THAT -UCUTA TH WA THR U HTH C V RT R TURN
TH WARNIN PATCH P AS US TH WARNIN PATCHWITHTH IT MNUM R5 -
5000 PRINT D NIT

P AS CAT TH VAV S N ACH FTH TW (2)INN RTU S CUT UT ACH
VA V AVIN A 1 INCH RADIUS AR UND ACH VA V  WITHIN THIS RADIUS TH R
SH U D AN IT MNUM R 5 -5000 SUR T AV THIS NUM R INTACT S
THATW CANID NTIF TH IT MWH N UR TURNITT US
4 PAC A FTH S PARTSINT A SIN APPR PRIAT SI DMAI R A AINW
MUST HAV A  PARTS ACKIN RD RT PR C SSTH R TURN

AIN, TH PARTST R TURN AR :
" 1A UMINUMT WC NN CT R,

A
I
r 1 WARNIN PATCH C NTAININ TH IT MNUM RCUTFR MTH C V R

T 2VAVY SFR MTH INN RTU S WITHIT M NUM RS INTACT

5P AS WRIT TH RMANUM RTHAT UR C IV AFT RSU MITTIN UR

R UST NTH UTSID FTH MAI R THI RMA NUMBERI E TREMEL

IM ORTANT. WITHOUT IT OUR RETURN AND E CHAN E ORDER MA NOT BE -

ROCE ED.P AS PRINTTH NTIR NUM RC AR SP RTSSTUFFWI N T
R SP NSI F RR TURNS THAT AR MISSIN TH RMA NUM R

We MUST have all of these parts returned before we will ship out the replacement product
Please send envelope to :

Sportsstuff Inc
1121 Circle

Suite A

maha, N 681

ATTN: RMA

I ou Wegoi b e ti it o igi gi g ot bee
oae 0 o0oee but 2 e i te t o0 teei tutic o o to

etu te o eteu ittou
1 e sure to securely close your Wego back in it s original carton All parts must be inside
the bo if you had previously opened it, including manuals and DVD
2 Remove any shipping labels that were placed on the outside of the carton

Write the RMA number that you receive from Customer Service on the outside of the
carton '
4 Please also write the name of the person we are shipping the e change order to on the
outside of the carton, along with the return address
5 Please return the Wego Unit to:

Sportsstuff Inc
1121 Circle
Suite A

maha N 681
Attn: RMA

6 ou should use UPS round Service to return the unit, and you may charge the ground
freight to our UPS account Sportsstuff Customer Service will give you the account number
when your request is received

nce we have received your Wego return, we will process and ship out your e change
product via UPS round service
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CONTACT LIST (060706HBB1616)

1. Tain Hamilton/victim
25 West Chase Ct.
Youngsville, NC 27596

Wk: (919) 341-5981

7/6 - initiated with phone message.
7/7 - Conducted in-person interview with victim.

2. Taylor Budd/boat owner & operator
Apex, NC
Wk: (919) 313-5630

7/7 - telephone interview.

3, Chris Huebner/CPT
- NC Wildlife Resources Commission
1717 Mail Service Center
- Raleigh, NC 27699-1717
(919) 707-0033

7/6 - brief telephone interview.

4. Doctors Urgent Care Center
3721 Lynn Road, Suite 104
Raleigh, NC 27613

7/31 - sent letter & waiver requesting medical records.
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Task Number: 060706 HBB1616
Date: 8/1/06

Status of Missing Document(s)

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be
obtained.

1. Medical Records (Urgent Care Center, Raleigh, NC).
2. Boating Accident Report NCWRC)
3.

4.




¥ .'D?oc': No: 10670073A Issue: 40 07/06/2006
_07/05/2006 13:01:05 '

Name = lain Hamilton

Address = 25 West Chase court
City = Youngsville

State = North Carolina

Zip = 27596

Email = ihamilton1@nc.rr.com
Telephone = 919 341 5981
Name of Victim = lain Hamilton
Victim's Address =

Victim's City =

Victim's State =

Victim's Zip =

Victim's Telephone =

incident Description: [ was riding a Wego Kite tube on Falls Lake NC. At no more than 6 feet off the water the tube
twisted and dived uncontrolably to the

water. My right foot somehow took the impact completely snapping my tallus bone (Ankle)  required 3 titanium
scews to be installed to

repair the bone and will not be able to drive for another 8 weeks or so depending on the recovery.

Victim's age at time of incident = 40

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/08/06

Product involved = Inflatable watersports tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Wego Kite Tube by Sportstuff

Manufacturer street address = don't know

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = don't know

Product involved still available = No .
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = A friend of mine bought the tube. He is now selling it on ebay
Date product purchased = Yes

Name Release = Release name to the manufacturer and public


http://gnc.rr.com

ERIPRYLER NOTIFIED
" COMMENTS: __vss..% ,
OVERRULED; ATTACHED

_ Ax;slomsmou\ Exs. &2_5;/

: r)

1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID ' :
060706HBB1618 9052 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code ‘4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated ~ INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 2006 07 : 01 2006 07 11 ‘ "
6. Synopsis of" Accident or Complaint UPC

A 42-year-old male was riding a kite tube when it started to wave right and left and then took a hard left and slammed
into the water. He suffered two broken ribs, a punctured lung and severe bruising from his thtghs to his chest He is in
the process of healing and expects a full recovery. .

7. Location (Home, School, etc)
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE

8. City' B

LAKE CHAUTAUQUA

9. State
CNY:

10A. First Product

3200 - Water Tubingv(activity, Appa

10B. Trade/Brand Name
SPORTS STUFF/WEGO

10C. Model Number
-KITE TUBE

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
- SPORTS STUFF
12213 E. Circle, #A
Omaha, NE -

‘ 11A. Second Product
0

11B. Trade/Brand Name
NONE

11C. Model Number
NONE

NONE .

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address

12. Age of Victim
42

13. Sex
1 - Male

14. Disposition
4 - Hospitalized

15. Injury Diagnosis
57 - Fracture

16. Body Part(s)
Involved -
. 31-UPPER TRUNK

17. Respondent

1 - Victim/Complainant 2 - Telephone

18. Type of Investigation

19. Time Spent
(Operational / Travel)
8/0 :

20. Attachment(s)
2 - Documents

21. Case Source
07 - Consumer Complaint

22. Sample Collection Number

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

Q Yes @ No O Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By ‘ 26. Regional Office Director
08/07/2006 9067 Eric B. Ault

27. Distribution

“Ingle, Robin L.; Putz, Scott W.; Gébriel, Susan S.

28. Source Document Number
10670098A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029
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Informat1on contamed in this report was obtained from a telephone conversatlon w1th the -
‘victim. He was in New York where he lives some of the time. C

The victim in this incident was a 42- year—old male who welghed 205 pounds and was five -
feet, eleven inches tall. He stated he was in good health and was very experienced with
boating activities: He has been involved in wake boarding, water skiing, wmd sallmg,
parasailing and many other water sports through the years. C

The victim related that he purchased the Sport Stuff Wego kite tube online from
overtons.com. When the kite tube arrived, he read all of the instructions and watched a -
video that came with the kite tube. He added there were all sorts of warmngs on the k1te
tube itself. He read all of them . :

He was at Lake Chautauqua in New York and tried the kite tube for a couple of trmes m .
late June. The first two times, he could only get the kite to fly in the air one or two feet

 Hehadno problems with it other than it would not ﬂy like it shows on the Sport Stuff

website.

The third time he tried the kite tube, this incident occurred. It was in the afternoon of

July 1, 2006. The weather at Lake Chautauqua, New York on July 1, 2006 was reported

" to be around 77 degrees Fahrenheit with scattered clouds. The wind speed was out of the '
southwest at 10. 4 miles per hour with wind gusts at 21.9 miles per hour. :

The victim stated that this was a family day. There was no alcohol or illegal drugs
involved in this outing. There were two adults and four children on the boat when he was
niding the kite tube. : '

. The boat driver was an expenenced boat owner and dnver The victim had full
confidence in the boat driver. :

The kite tube came with a tow rope that was approximately 65 feet'long but they only
used about 55 feet of the tow rope. The victim was the only one on the kite tube _He was
wearing a bathing suit and a life vest.

The boat driver started out slow and got up to almost 40 miles per hour before the kite
'~ tube would go into the air. ‘The‘victim was 1n the air for just a minute or two before a
gust of wind caught the kite tube. He estimated that he was about 25 to 30 feet in the air.

All of a sudden, the kite tube began waving left and right, then twisted hard to the left.
The victim could not see the boat driver while he was on the kite tube. He could not
signal the boat driver to slow down. He stated that there was nothing he could not.
because there is no way to control the kite tube.


http://overtons.com
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When the kite tube twisted hard to the left, the top of the k1te headed down to the water - -
The victim curled up in a ball and hit the water in the lake very hard. He was knocked
unconscious from the 1mpact on the water. ' : Ce

The boat driver immediately turned the boat around and came to help him. He was in the '
water for less than five minutes. The victim’s son jumped in the water to help him. They _
pulled him up at the back of the boat.. He was still unconscious. The people in the boat
thought he was dead. . ,

The boat driver called 911 and took the victim to a dock for the emergency personnel
By this time, the victim was coughing up and gaining consciousness. He was taken to the o

local emergency room. He was admltted in the hospital and was there for two days

‘He stated that he suffered two broken ribs and a punctured lung He had severe brulsmg g

from his thighs to his chest. He stated that he has been healing but is still _sornewhat SUCH S |

At first, the victim thought he would send the kite tube back to the Iretai']er,'oyertones‘.eorn
and request his money back. However, at the present time, he has decided to holdonto .
the kite tube because he is considering litigation with the manufacturer of the kite tube“

The victim related that he would e-mail photographs of the k1te tube, but the photographs
have not been I‘CCCIVCd : a

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:.
The victim described the kite tube as a Sports Stuff Wego kite tube. It was circular‘ tube.~ :
It was red and yellow with black stripes in color. It had windows on the front of kite

“tube. It was made for only one rider. There were several warnings imprinted on the kite
tube. The manufacturer is Sport Stuff Inc, 12213 E. C1rcle #A, Omaha, NE '

~ The victim purchased. it new from the website called overtons.com.

SAMPLE:

None collected.

 ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 - Missing Document Form
Attachment 2 — Identification of Contacts


http://overtons.com

Task Number:___060706HBB1618

Date: ___8/4/2006
- Status of Missing Document(s)
The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be

obtained. o

1.  Victim’s photographs of the kite tub

2.
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ATTACHMENT 2

- IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

P8 contacted by telephone.




1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID L
060706HBB3649 8096 ~ EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
840 2006 06 12 2006 07 11
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC

A 20-year-old male was on a kite tube. He was 25'-35' high in the air and was being towed by a ski boat going between
25-35 mph. The kite tube remained stable for a few moments and suddenly flipped over. He fell off the kite tube and a
gust of wind caught the kite tube and it swung between the victim and the water. He landed on the kite tube and then
the water. He suffered a broken hip which required 3 bolts to repair and will require further surgery for a full hip
replacement.

-~ o

: o YES e
COMMENTS: ATTACHED

OVERRULED; e
Somonsrontn 3.
evisions

A
/¢“ (Z of]

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE REDDING CA

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO KITE TUBE 53-5000

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSUFF INC, '
11213.East Cir. Suite A
Ohmaha, NE 68137

11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name
0 NONE

11C. Model Number
NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE

15. Injury Diagnosis
57 - Fracture

13. Sex
1 - Male

14, Disposition
4 - Hospitalized

12. Age of Victim
20

19. Time Spent
(Operational / Travel)
16 /1

16. Body Part(s)
Involved
79 - LOWER TRUNK

17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation

3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 3 - Other

20. Attachment(s)
9 - Multiple Attachments

21. Casé Source
07 - Consumer Complaint

22. Sample Collection Numyber

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

O Yes @ No () Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
08/18/2006 9021 Frank J. Nava

27. Distribution
ingle, Robin L.

28. Source Document Number
10670059A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029
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This IDI is based on a consumer complaint. The information
in this report was provided to me by a paralegal to the
victim’s attorney. She could only provide me with just
general information on the incident. They are still
gathering information on this incident from the victim and
from other witnesses.

The victim, a 20-year-old male, is 6’ tall and weighs about
160 1lbs. He lives with his roommate in a single family
dwelling. He and his roommate owned a 16’ ski boat. The
boat was made in 1986.

According to the paralegal, on June 11, 2006 or the day
prior to the incident, the victim and his roommate visited
a water sport retailer and purchased a kite tube. He took
the large kite tube box to the counter and paid about
between $500.00 to $600.00 for this kite tube. He did not
ask the sales staff how to use the product and they did not
offer any directions or cautions in using the kite tube.
Inside the kite tube box there was a DVD video and written
instruction on using the kite tube. The legal assistant said
the victim read and looked at the instructional video and
other material that came with the kite tube.

On June 12, 2006 the victim and his roommate plus another
- friend went boating in a large nearby lake. The lake is
located in a public national forest area. The weather was
clear and slightly windy. The victim rode the kite tube
three times prior to the incident. '

The victim was on the kite tube in the water. The kite tube
was on a 45’ main tow rope along with 2 extensions. The
total length of the tow rope and two extensions was 65'.
The victim’s roommate was the driver and one of their
friends was the spotter. The boat took off and was going
between 20-35 MPH. The kite tube reached a height of between
25’ - 35’ . The kite tube remained stable for a few moments
and then suddenly flipped over. The victim let go of the
kite tube and started falling back towards the water. A
second gust of wind caught the kite tube and it swung
between the victim and the water. The victim landed on the
kite tube then the water. He immediately felt pain in his
leg and thought it was a dislocated hip. The boat circled
back and picked up the victim in the water. He was then
driven to an emergency room and after receiving X-rays, he
was told the hip was broken (displaced femoral neck). He
‘underwent surgery that evening. The surgery involved
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placing three 4” long bolts into his hip. He will not be
able to walk for three months and he will require another
surgery with a full hip replacement.

After the incident, the victim moved from his home to his
parents residence in another state. The victim’s parents will

assist with his care., The victim retained an attorney in his
parent's state in a lawsuit against the manufacturer.

The paralegal told me the victim was the only one on the
kite tube. He used the kite tube three times prior to the
‘incident. He did not have any prior experience on these kite
tubes. He could not recall if he could direct/control the
direction and height of the kite tube. He could not signal
the boat to slow down. The kite tube had flipped over
suddenly. He could not do anything to lower the kite tube
back down towards the water. The kite tube did not have any
mechanical problems. The victim wore only swimming trunks
and did not have any safety gear.

The paralegal told me the wvictim and his roommate used
their 16’ ski boat to water ski. So, both the victim and
the roommate have experience in towing products behind
their boat. ‘

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

The product involved in this incident is a Wego Kite Tube.
The kite tube is a 10’ diameter saucer shape inflatable
which is towed by a boat. The kite tube can be towed across
the water like a water tube or fly up in the air. The
manufacturer is Sportstuff Inc., 11213 E. Circle, Suite A,
Omaha, NE 68137. Telephone number 402.592.9085.
Manufacturer’s Internet website, www.sportsstuff.com,
listed the Wego Kit Tube model number as 53=500.—

The paralegal is in the process of getting the exact model
number, other information on this product, and more details
of this incident. She will send me photographs of the
actual Wego Kite Tube at a later date.

EXHIBITS:

#1. Manufacturer Internet information on the Wego Kite Tube.
#2. CPSC Incident Report.
#3 Authorization for Release of Name.
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SportsStuff® Wego Kite Tube™
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Name
Addr
City
State
Zip=
Email

Telep

Name
Victim
Victim
Victim
Victim
Victim

incident Description: Slightly windy day with Wego Kit Tube on Whnskeytown Lake in thskeytown National
Recreation Area in Northem California.

Travelling about 35mph, kit tube caught a gust of air and reached a height of about 30 or 35ft. Remained stable for a
few moments '

and then suddenly flipped over, | let go to fall and started falimg back towards the water. A gust of wind caught the
kite tube and

it swung between me and the water and | landed on it then the water. | immediately felt pain in my leg and thought
maybe it was a

dislocated hip. After a car ride to the ER, sifting in the ER for 2 hours, and finally getting X-Rays | was told I'd
broken my hip.

{Displaced Femoral Neck) which is a major trauma and | had to have surgery that same night. (Surgery involved
placing [3] 4" long
polts into my hip) I'm not able to walk on it for 3 months after which point it will have healed, or it will not have heale:
properly and 'l have to have another surgery with a full hip replacement  All of the nurses and doctors were shocked
that at 20

'd broken my hip and said the force of the impact must have been extreme. They checked for (but didn't find,
luckily) internal

bleeding of my organs.

Victim's age at time of incident = 20

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/12/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand namefmanufacturer = SportsStuff

Manufacturer street address = 11213 E Cir Suite A

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE
Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and seriat number, ranufacture date = Wego Kite Tube
Date product purchased = 6/1/06

Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only
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u.s. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION’
WASHINGTON, BC 20207

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem. |
The U. 8. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned people to share
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use it to
assist us in identifying and xesolving product safety problems.

‘We routinely forwsad this information to manofacturers and distributors to inform them of
the ivolvement of their prodnet in an incident situation. We also give the information to
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers roay need
thexmhwdml’smsothntﬂneycanobhmad@omlnﬁoma&ononthepmduaor
incident sitwation.

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow us to disclose
your name? If you request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that

Wmmmmwwwmmuﬁreme,pmmgnyommmcanddmmhe
document on the lines provided.

GPSC Hotine: 1-800-838-CPSC{2172) H CPSC's Web Sile: hitpiliwwer cpsc.gov


http://www.t,)sc.gov
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List of Contacts:

Victim:

'7-1 1-06 1 telephoned the victim and left a message on his telephone
recorder. :

7-15-06 1 telephoned victim and spoke with the victim’s roommate. He will
relay my message to the victim.

8-7-06 I email a message to the victim.

8-10-06 I telephoned the victim and léft a message on his telephone
recorder.

8-11-06- Victim email me and told me to contact his attorney.

8-14-06 I called attorney and left a message.

8/17-06 Para-Legal to the attorney called me and gave me general
information on the incident. They are still gather information on this -
incident.



concussion and then released.

(GER/PRVI.BR NOVIFIED
COMME :'_YEs!_/no

OVERRULED: . ATTACHED

< EXCISONSFON m@.
/4-

= BONOTRENOTIFY __RE-NOTIFY

A (/‘Z/D’?

1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID .
060707HBB1625 9001 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 2006 06 17 2006 07 07
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC

A 34 year old female suffered a mild concussion as a result of riding a kite tube that crashed while being towed by a
motorboat on a lake. The victim was riding the kite tube about two or three feet above the water when a sudden gust
of wind took her up to about 10 to 12 feet above the water, she lost control and the kite tube dove down and crashed
into the lake sideways. The victim was temporarily knocked unconscious. She was hospitalized overnight for a mild

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City i 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREAT!ON PLACE HENRICO NC

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO 53-5000

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSTUFF, INC.
11213 E. Circle, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137

11A. Second Product
0

11B. Trade/Brand Name
NONE

11C. Model Number
NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE

14. Disposition
1 - Injured, not Hosp.

15. Injury Diagnosis
52 - Concussion

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex
34 2 - Female
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent
Involved
75 - HEAD 2 - Eyewitness

18. Type of Investigation
3 - Other

19. Time Spent
(Operational / Travel)
11 /1

20. Attachment(s)
9 - Multiple Attachments

21. Case Source
13 - Other Case Source

22. Sample Collection Number

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

(O Yes @ No (O Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
08/03/2006 8978 Eric B. Ault

27. Distribution

Ingle, Robin L.; Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R.

28. Source Document Number
X0670067A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO.

30410029
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On 6/17/06, a 34 year old female suffered a mild
concussion as a result of riding a kite tube that crashed
while being towed by a motorboat on a lake. The victim was
riding the kite tube about two or three feet above the
water when a sudden gust of wind took her up to about 10 to
12 feet above the water, she lost control and the kite tube
dove down and crashed into the lake sideways. The victim
was temporarily knocked unconscious.. She was hospitalized
overnight for a mild concussion and then released.

Information in this report was obtained through

telephone interviews with the victim’s fiancé, boat
operator/owner, and NC Wildlife Resources Commission
" (NCWRC) officials. The victim’s fiancé stated that the
victim did not remember anything about the incident due to
being knocked unconscious. Information was also obtained
from a boating accident report received from NCWRC [see
Exhibit 1], as well as from product description,
specifications and return information on the manufacturer’s
web-site [see Exhibits 2&4]. The NC Wildlife Resources
Investigator did not take any photos. A photograph was
requested from the boat owner/operator (kite tube owner,
but it was not provided. This product was recalled by the
manufacturer on 7/13/06 [see Exhibit 3]. No medical
release was provided by the victim so medical records were
not requested from the hospital. There were no other
officials involved/official reports to collect.

The kite tube involved in the incident was about two
days old when the incident occurred. The victim’s fiancé
stated that the victim had no previous experience with
similar products, but she had ridden on regular tubes a
number of times and had gone parasailing once. Both the
victim’s fiancé and the boat owner/operator stated that the
kite tube and the tow rope were new and appeared to be in
good condition at the time of the incident. This was the
first time that the victim had used the kite tube. The
boat owner/operator’s son’s had apparently used it for a
day or two prior to the incident.

On the day of the incident, the victim was at the lake
with. her fiancé, the boat owner/operator and at least two
other people in the boat. They were riding on a 250
horsepower open motorboat. The boat owner was driving the
boat and the victim’s fiancé was in the boat. The victim
was wearing a life jacket and got in the water to ride the
kite tube.
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The boat owner stated that a DVD comes with the
product and that his son had watched the video. The
boat/kite tube owner stated that he did not ask the retail
sales staff any questions when he purchased the kite tube
and they did not offer any directions or cautions. He read
the instructions/warnings printed on the kite tube.

At the time of the incident, the weather was clear,
the temperature was 90 degrees, Fahrenheit and the water
conditions were choppy (waves 6” to 2’). The wind was
light (7 to 14 mph), and the visibility was good. Alcohol
was not listed as a factor in the incident [see Exhibit 1,
pgs. 1&2].

On June 17, 2006 at about 4:15 pm, the 34 year old
female victim was flying on the kite tube for about 15
minutes at two or three feet above the surface of the lake
when a sudden gust of wind took the kite tube and the

victim up about 10 - 12 feet in the air (according to the
victim’s fiancé) where she suddenly lost control and
slammed down sideways onto the surface of the lake. The

boat operator stated that the maximum height achieved was
more like seven or eight feet above the water. The victim
was knocked unconscious for about one full minute. The
boat operator whipped the boat around and the victim’s
fiancé and two other people helped the victim back into the
boat within three to three and one-half minutes of the
incident. The victim was taken to the emergency room,
treated for a mild concussion and kept overnight for
observation. She was released the next day.

The victim was the only person on the kite tube and
she was the only one being towed by the boat at the time of
the incident. The 57 year old boat owner/operator (kite
tube owner) had many years of experience operating boats.

The victim’s fiancé stated that he did not believe that
she could direct/control the direction and height of the
kite tube. He stated that the kite tube appears to rock
back and forth and become unstable when wind gets a hold of
it and drives it up into the air. He believes that the
maximum angle that could be achieved on this kite tube is
45 degrees.

The victim’s fiancé indicated that the tow rope was
about 20 or 30 feet long. There were two sections of the
tow rope attached together. The boat operator stated that
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the boat was -traveling at between 18 to 20 miles per hour
at the time of the incident.

The boat operator stated that he could not communicate
with the victim and that he did not actually see the kite
tube dive to the surface because he was operating the boat.
The boat operator said his son attached the tow rope to the
boat based on the manufacturer’s instructions.

The victim did not report the incident to the
manufacturer. The boat operator/kite tube owner is aware
of  the recall but has not yet contacted the manufacturer to
report the incident/return the kite tube. He still had
possession of it as of August 2, 2006.

PRODUCT INFORMATION

The NC Wildlife Resources Commission, the victim’s
fiancé and the boat owner/operator (kite tube owner) all
confirmed that the product is a Wego brand inflatable kite
tube that is 10 foot in diameter, yellow colored, and
designed to be. towed behind a power boat.

MANUFACTURER: SPORTSSTUFF, INC.

11213 E. Circle, Suite A
. Omaha, NE 68137

BRAND: WEGO
MODEL: 53-5000

The boat owner/operator purchased the kite tube from
Lake Gaston Sales & Service, Littleton, NC about two days
prior to the incident. He no longer has the original sales
receipt. ' :

The product descriptidn and specifications for the
kite tube are as follows (see Exhibit 2):

Wego Kite Tube

10ft diameter flying tube

Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE! The next deneration of
action towable is here, taking you to a whole new level of
excitement! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly
through the air like a bird! Experience the thrill of flight
as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights,
leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake! The level of
extreme sport has been raised with the WEGO KITE TUBE.
Anything else is beneath it...
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Model 53-5000 Sug. Retail: $598.95

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR
INFO

Features:

® 120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration

e 840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating

¢ Computerized double stitched sewing

e . Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment

° Muttiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked

o Two heavy-duty PVC biadders-outer ring and slotting cockpit

. R;einforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection
®  Speed safety valves for fast easy ‘mﬂatioh and deflation

e  Parallel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and
leg use

o 8 padded, non-slip handies with knuckle guard

&  Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls

. Reﬂect;ve Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top pap‘mg
¢  Variable loops for detachable leash use

¢ Panoramic see through double windows

o  Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow ropé included

e High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution
accent striping

¢ Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly:
Kite Tube Instructicnal Video ‘

ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit 1 - Boating accident report (NCWRC).
Exhibit 2 - Product info. from SportsStuff web-site.
Exhibit 3 - Release NO. 06-210 (Kite tube recall).
Exhibit 4 - Return info. from SportsStuff web-site.
Exhibit 5 - Contact List.
Exhibit 6 - Status of Missing document form.






STATE OF NORTH CAROLIA | PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT - FiLL OUT COMPLETELY" o 4.7 ant
L b BOATING ACCI INVEST , PORT b
| WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION | TING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATORS REPOR
. : o ACCIDENT DATA . .
2 _vesseum GPERATOR RANE VESSEL# OPERATOR NARE VESSEE S GPERATOR NANE
DATE OF ACCIDENT TIME zm NAME OF BODY OF WATER NEAREST CITY OR TOWN
17-Jur-08 4515 s Lake Gaston enti
STATE LOCATION (Bwe tocation precisely) tat U K, Ol |
__North Carofina Srmmyps CRK. Long:
WEATHER _ WATER CONDITIONS TEMPERATURE
cw [[Calnt (waves less than 67 §(Estimataj
. [X] Choppy (waves 6"10.2) e o
- Fog Haw " [Rough (waves 2 bo 6} 22 F|
| {Very Rough (greater than 6) Witer o
Strong Current 70

C&?&'&i&um -
No / improper Lights’
Weather

Excessive Speed
[No Prope Lookout
Reatricted Vision

L]

| rgi X1

ACCIDENT CAUSE(S) (Chiéck =i appﬁcab!e)

VESSEL #1 INFORMATION

Johry Chirtstinbury
244 Hesbon Dr.
Hearica, NG

{HAME AND ADDRESS OF OPERATOR |

AGE OF OPERATOR-

cenoer: MALe R remae [

EXPERIENCE
[ Junder 10 Hours

DATE OF BIRTH'

SMayas

- b 11040100 Hours
[ 1 X]Ovex 100 Hours

® TYPE OF BOAT “|consTRUCTION - ’
| X}Open Matortboat © Length )
[ JAwdfary Sal Yeammboa) __199%
Mind Jet Boat
g Xfves Eﬁdo.
[ Other (specity) Yes (Mo Year
o cemmmwwmm
‘ _ Focal exam [otier
foreranon ATT:MEOFAccmem PERSONAL FLOTATION BEVICES (PFD'S) PROPERTY DAMAGE
J(Mwawcdﬂe) Nas the boat adequately equipped with Estimetedanmmtﬂﬁsﬂod NA
] Conwnarcial Activity AST GUARD APPROVED FLOTATION Other Property .
F tcrm DEVICES? ] ves |D=SCRiéE F‘RUPEHHUAMA(:!:
| |Mdrrvering We(eﬂmyﬁx:e&a’hle? : s DNO
» Rowing/Padding Were thy cervatio? [Xjvee  [JMe  |NAME AND ADDRESS OF GWNER
| {Xweter ciing 910 they ueed by survivors? [Kvee [ for pamacen proPERTY:
g :MWSpmts devices? Yes @m. DESCRIBE VESSEL DAMAGE:
Homreem wosveymomir [ o P
b ETNEOR R Wero they used? Cve [Ov  [5Sarsreen [Nt Mg
: W«e#\eyused?(“m,ﬁst'fms(s)md# !.fves_,wmmw . . .
E‘}"*’ T }  [lundertomen * [Xpoz0  [Jar40

060707HBB1625 Exhibit 1, pg. 1 of 6

e







VESGEL # 2 fNFORMATlON

~(Jf more than two vessels, add additional forms)

NAME'AND ADDRESS OF OPERATOR

AGE OF OPERATOR.

GENDER: Male [_|Female ]

OPERATOR EXPERIENCE

Under 10 Hours

N/A e i [L}10t0 100 Hours [ JOver 100 Hours

DATE OF BIRTH 3 QPFRAT(R EDUCATION :}Nene
- =4 Motate  [JRed Cross
. OPERATOR TELEPHONE # OWNER TELEPHONE # USCG Auxillary mer Squadmn
o iher
NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER RENTED BOAT? [# of - QWI ARREST [Jyes BAC
Tes pdano on

e board vessel: l: OF OTHER ARRESTS
o OF SKIERS TOWED

BOAT F ...G!STRAT!ON .

' BOA-T NAME

_BOA% MAKE IBOAT MODEL

' MFR HULL IDENTIFICATION#

. .TYéE.QE BOAT

Rovboat - qHULL MATERIAL ENGINE ) PROPULS!ON . CONSTRUCTION
- [ Jonen'motorboat: | 1PWE [ Jwood.- Outboard. #.of engines - Length-
" [ [Cabin Matoibout Fotitooty B}urmnum Hiboaird gawlma Hoursepuwer, {lokal)
T Jawanaty sail Housevoat | [Istes I1nbo4rd dicsel  IType of fuet . Year bultt (564t)
~1 IMini Jet Boat JAirboat | [Fiberglass Inboard-outdrive | R I 7 ‘
~ []canoe/kayak Sail only Rubberfvinyl “Juet sk , vRawon? | ]70s. LIN0
- [_JOther (specify) " IPlastic Other (Specify) |For current yea? _ DYes [Jne Year
o ; Qthver : _!n‘tﬁce{ewhether LISCA Awilliary (‘oudesy Marine Exam
Stateflocal exam DOther

OPERATIQN AT TIME OF ACC—!DENT lPERQONAL FLOAT!ON DEV!CES (PFD‘S) [PRQPERTY DAMAGE (F‘RE EXT!NCUBHER 1

{Check salt applicable) ; Drifting - Was the boat adequately equipped. With Estimated amount: .[Were they used? (if
' '_']Commercial Activity { "{At Anchor COAST GUARD APPROVED FLOTATION This Boat $ ves, list Type(s) and
[Jriedtonock  JoEvices? [Jves [Jno [t used)
P " R b Other )
. |Fueling - ere they-accessible? Yes No $ : DYes BNo DNA
= . ' ung + i Annhinn Ve «, {PTOperty T o
n Fishing Neret thay icabis? IS Ro ' . 4 jpe.;
| _{Hunting [Were they used. by survivors? Yas No
C[skinDiving  fwhat Type?[]1- [ 10 [ |DESCRIBE:PROPERTY DAMAGE- :
Swimming :'V (specify). ) . .
:_Bezng,_Towed “Were PFD's properly Used? | ]ves INAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNEROF |
Haunchisg as the vessel carring NON appvoved OAMAGED PROPERTY: o
L-T Changing Speed [flotation devices?’
: Making Repmrs Were titey accessuble? . . Lo
| _|Starting Engine Were they used? Yes IDESCRIBE VESSEL DAMAGE:
Tourriament H‘ Yes, indicste kind : :

' BUXI SPEEL. Nt Moving ]Uﬁder 70 M'F'n 1 ]10 20 7 R GG
~TATALIT ES_ ANW more than es and / of mjures, anach adamonal formis
) DECEASED
Name N/ JAddress ASV ATH G, Physical Conddon:
; - A M/A Swimmer OROWNING - Prépeﬂer Injury?  []Yes
Vassel # : ’ Non Swimimer § CTHER i
[ O2 Os — PFD'Wom? , Alcohal Involved?
' Yes Typa DISAPPEARANCE | [JYes: BAC.
Name Address E T D hysical Condition:
L BIRTH [ Jswimmer . [ JorowninG . .
Vessel # Non Swimmer OTHER >copeler injury? [ Jves
O+ Q2 O3 _ PFD Wom? Adcohot Invoived?
Name Address JATE OF DEA :
- BIRTH: DROWN!NG
Vessel # ) OTHER T L
0O+ O2 Os Aleshal involved?
- "Name ~ Address. DATEQ ead.
Heather Olesevich 738 Henery St. BIRTH [Secondary lnjury .
Vessel# — 12171 |Propeller injuy? [ JYes.
OOz O Roanoks Raplde NG 1 Injusy Caused By: fatitng off tube
Name ' %ddréss" DA Pnmary Injury ‘ » ' L al T
: ) BIRTH Secondary Injury : Hospitelized? Yoa o
Vessel#.- = - : iPropeller Injury?. [:]Yes Alcohol? Yes BAC. . .
34 [:]2 s . InjuryCaused By PFD wom?] JYes - -
“Name /iddress - DA‘TEGF anary ln1ury s ed:caTTreatment’? ]__]Yes
' - BIRTH, Secandary Injury Hospttaltzed? [Jyes
Vessel$ : Prapétier tnjury? [ Jyes atcoher? [ Jyes BAC,
0O 02 O3s Injury Caused By: lPFD Womn? [ ]Yes

060707HBB1625 Exhibit 1, pg. 2 of 6

P



ACCIDENT DESCRIPTION

DESCRlBE WHAT HAPPENED (seauence ofeveﬂte include atut exgitain any failure afequipmentoc mactmefy include: riformation regardiag the',
mvolvement of alcche!: and or L-drags in‘causing or cormbtm;zgtothe accident. include any descriptive information about the use of PFD'’ s)

The opera‘tor of vessel®¥ 1,9 ry- was puiting R v A
the tube while rounding the oom near immy Creek and the mam Lake She was knocked ou A reaﬂv She was taken

10 the Halifax Regenat Meticat Center Tor treatment of & mild concussion.

et

e ﬁ—b-\—(‘(\}_“f)cown{ Address BN T

OfficerBadge Number L 2% . Yo BRox C(—) _ (!QSQ_)__S»_MQ

SIGN E L2 7 G 14 tedfon , NC Date Submitted

' ' 332;{0 _ 6-29-06 @ .
{do not use} - FOR REPORTING AUTHORITY REVIEW (use agency date stamp) _

Causes based on (chec.k one) T Seoondmy C-ause of Accident Date Received . 1

This report lnvesﬁgabon and this report |

alnve:ﬁgaﬁon %mﬁd rotbe determined  § ‘ ' ‘ 7/ 5 /05

Primary Cause of Accident Secondary Cause of Accident Reyiewed By /7 T //ﬂ L E ¥ o0d

| UALLLr £EL bt ok - , | ec

WA 778 ‘ _ AW

060707HBB1625 Exhibit 1, pg. 3 of 6 Copt Made N Cuciny



! . ] a’ | .
lth .
PO TS TR U SO ) N S : . -
. {
ek e It bocs e .
. : i i !

SRR SO (ORI SO SR DRV SO SO a_‘ m e e e M . wodena B R Now .

Nal/l . bt

A . !

oofi
\J
|
=

4 of 6

P9

t1

}

=
>

1Y}

— To!

N

x o S L opeme SR N | ©

. H j i po

AR N T N O O A @
: \ _ ) i a4)]
i . SO U O O O O S | d e I

b g r~

; ¢ =

! o

[V = I S SR W ©

o

e

e

At e

T ;um(;;g-,” RN NN wum
I s » .

i
g
&
4

e

e : :
: , !
. : :

e BT Y G R B T B e B A TR L it e T ST GU RN Ve

RERY vy



K




STATE OF NGRTH.CARGLINA - PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT -. ‘*'L&'b&*'bﬁﬁ?h&‘rﬂw Form MB 4.1

W"J,DLY!’ERESE)UR{I'"S COMMISSION” : BuAT&NG ACCIDFNT RFP@R"’ R S ¥ I

The operator of every vessel lnvolveJ is required to Eta reportin v g Whenever a boating acc»dent Tosults In 105s of iTe, medical Teatment

s2yond first ald, disappeafaﬂce #om B vt mm wwcwm Hvali mm fkam orlnjury, or property damage In-excess of $500. Reports in
déath, disappearance and injry cases must be sub‘:;med Within 48 ot ﬁbﬁs il otiver cases are required within 10 days. All reports shafl be N
- geubmited to the Yadife Recoy t"e" Co")mmwn 1717 Mall Servige Cente Raleigh Noﬂh Caroﬁna 270994717 . e ;

R AGE 9F\?_E%ATOR OPERATQRS EXPERIENCE OPERATOR |

A Under 16 hours. GENDER. -
DM:ELQF : T :-'_' D 10-to- 100hours E/MALE :
- [2—-Over100 bours [ Femae |
t :
o s FOEMAL lNgTRUC”ON IN BaATlNG SAFEW 8
- A M&;‘m“ & £
TR TRALO T TEoRTAVE
' w VAL p glle
T [HUCCMATERTAL
Frype of fuet g
}OArd- .. . - {Has boathad a Safou{ Exanunahon? {d/ Yes. U No.
e e ey euvent yearz [ = [ INo™ 7 yer e e
-(Sf = ndicate Whether CGAwstary Courtesy Marine Exam ~ - {:
T TG Shte/bcal_exammahon
N S . R | " |Qther ‘ L
DA'IZO ccmt-:gr .TJMF_..‘ am. NAMEOFBODYQPW TER e LOGATION et
7 - w7y é’w-f 7R 4 /mm V’OM" e i
N FCITYOR® '0 O
C/ /7@/2//*/°04 d/"ﬁam'f&ﬂ/
JER CONDDIONS ~ LWIND
' Rain Calm (waves lessthan 67) .
Cloudy Choppy (waves 6"to 2) Air
Fog . Hazy Rough (waves 2’ to 6°) i -
Very Rough (greater than 67) Aot ‘ a [ . {Strong.(15-25 mph),
J Stv Water ——,}—é— F Stdlm Over 25 mpl

Fire or Explosu)n Fuel) - | | F'aﬁs Oveérboard

| Pire ok Explosian.... ... [ | FOHS BT DORL. . coummarnem]
[ JHit by Motor or

(6PERTY DAMAGE' FIRE EXTINGU!SHER

“BOATSPEED: T T T [Estimated-amos " fWere they used? (if -
Th:s Boat . oﬁlz yes, ImTypes (s) and
W 20.mph e o = . number

No DNA o

"PERSONAL FLOATATION DEVlCES
Was the boat adequately ippe : -
COAST GUARD APPROVED FLOTATION _ z_ | s g,

DEVICES? T
o ¥ D'dnde\' 10-mph D21-40mph

\Were they Gassiibte?

Were theysemcable? ‘yg,.‘.,.,
mdmw B qs pns
What Wpé'[jr Do v,
[V (spec®) | | i
Were PFD!s propesty Used? @‘es- No [Were they used? [Clves [JNe A RO
Ad}usted? -"NO_Z_ lf Yes, indicate kind, | ﬂd /t/p‘
¥ Sized?’ Y es-' 2ET L .

b o LR L b T S S A N

. o L . - 7 . I - sl - . . . = L

060707HBB1625 Exhibit 1, pg. 5 of 6






i e s B P S Y SR
oavase suae % aaes deissenes <3

r ' '- T IR o ——

TmeaTminn o gemsiAmmI 0 o T o Hrbpe((er ury?

———— s . EEELEA

A:coho! Involved? |-

Reme . Adws D

P e Ty “‘Non Swimmer
R i a ) PFD Wom?

Name - Address .»-—Bqtg&g({_gﬁfhww"l,*Was me? eath Caused
P BEIAESRE ] E Sw1mmer

T

..Drowning _fAlcohol Involved? _ T
omer |7 Yes 7]

| Medical Treatment "1 Yes
‘Hospitalized? ™ "1 | ves]’
1. Alcohol? - ‘Yes
: "} PFD wom? “Yesl "
I Medical Treatment ©
- -f ‘Hospitalized?

“F Ateohol?

Socondaty lnjury:
__|Propefler Injury?”
- “linjury Caused By .
“ IPrimary Injury -+
T3 reeondaryz-injury e

Propeller Injury?” -
Yiojury Caused By PFED Womn?

o fPiimary njury "l Mpdicat Treatrnent -
: {secondary tnjury* | Hospitalized? ~ =
1Propeller Injury? . rT ves 1 Aleokar? 7 - ’
{njury Caused By: }Q;\[[ ,%qp/f@&l) Wém? ... .. VA4Yes). .

2 Y I
<
3

D SCRIBE WHAT HAPPENED (sequerice of events, mclv de and E@}am any faﬂure of equxpment or machmery Include mformatmn regarding i

TR

the invalvermant of alcohol andJ o drugs i eausmg o contributing to-the accident. ” indlude any dmnptwe Tnformation sbout the use of PFE's

SJowiws., Kite Hede wes? pos?. Eo@w#rdyéc%
ﬁé/V bda /Qﬂ//t/f 6»57,.../5‘;;&'/'/;/&4 aff : L

AC&,& 54 Zeob /r-«,éc 7’/'/‘0.6& /‘/j pQ/ JGA d/r?E’

.~

"Name-of Ope'rnto} ol »

Opel‘a‘tor Add!eSs

. Name of me
- Owner Address

ﬂephonemé

{J-opermtor -

Signature

aps g0 i e A A T e 2N

060707HBB1625 Exhibit 1, pg 6 of 6



SportsStuff® Wego Kite Tube™ : Page 1 of 2
060707HBB1625 Exhibit 2, Pg. 10f2

e s . . e —
Eu'mf AP Rdodend ‘~s
40U ARE HERE: HOME - TOWABLES - LWWEGD KITE TUEE

new stuff | Kite tube | acrobats | half-pipes | mables | motopods | speedzones | patriots | world class | decks | my-t | concepts | bo

tubes

Wego Kite Tu
10ft diameter flying tu
Take flight with the WE
action towable is here,
excitement! Whip acro
through the air like a b
rise above the water, r
nothing but adrenaline
has been raised with t
beneath it. ..

Model 53-5000 Sug. R

KITE TUBE W
MARKET - CL
Features:

e 120 inch inflat
configuration
© 8400 full body
¢ Computerized
¢ Nylon zippered
adjustment
¢ Multiple mesh
® Two heavy-dut
cockpit

@ Reinforced tow
connector for e
Speed safety v

e Paraliel slotting
neoprene padd
use

e 8 padded. non
Heavy-duty sta
@ Reflective Safe
autside top tap
® Variable loops
©® Panoramic see
& Adjustable leng
rape included
o High visibility,
watersports sa
caution accent

included

http://www .sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml 7/13/2006


http://www.sportsstuff.com/towables/wego/index.shtml
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Wego Kite Tube

10ft diameter flying tube

Take flight with the W KIT TU The ne t generation of action towable is here, taking you to a whole new
level of e citement Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly through the air like a bird perience the thrill
of flight as you rise above the water, reaching incredible heights, leaving nothing but adrenaline in your wake
The level of e treme sport has been raised with the W KIT TU Anything else is beneath it

Model 5 -5000 Sug Retail: $599.95

KITE TUBE WITHDRAWN FROM MARKET - CLICK HERE FOR
. INFO : :

Features:

120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration

840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating

Computerized double stitched sewing

Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment

Muitiple mesh drain ports, bar-tacked ]

Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit

Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy quick connection
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation

Paraliel slotting system with non-slip footsteps and neoprene padding for comfortable foot, knee, and .
leg use

s 8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckie guard

° Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balis

e Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping
e Variable loops for detachable leash use

e  Panoramic see through double windows

e Adjustable fength style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included

e High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard and caution
accent striping :

e Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included

¢ & ¢ 6 @ 5 o o

Watch the included instructional video to learn how to fly:
Kite Tube Instructional Video



Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after Reports of Deaths and Injuries Page 1 of 2

NEWS from CPSC

'U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

- Office of Information and Public Affairs Washi.ngton, DC 20207
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Firm’s Recall Hotline: (866) 831-5524
July 13, 2006 CPSC Recall Hotline: (800) 638-2772
Release #06-210 _ CPSC Media Contact: (301) 504-7908

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market after
Reports of Deaths and Injuries

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff,
Inc., of Omaha, Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite Tubes.

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries include a
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause
of the incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the kite tube from the market and is undertaking this
voluntary recall out of an abundance of caution. ‘

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube.
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product valve. The floor of the tube has black caution warning
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and crossbones and the statement “Never Kite higher than you are
willing to fall.” The tubes were imported and sold through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and various
retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600.

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday to learn how to obtain free replacement products. Consumers can
also visit the firm's Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information.
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Send the link for this page to a friend! The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting
the public from unreasonable risks of serious injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products.
under the agency's jurisdiction. Deaths, injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the
nation more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from
.products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with
consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC's web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. To join.a CPSC email
subscription list, please go to www.cpsc.gov/cpsclist.asp. Consumers can obtain this release and recall
information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov.
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WE O KITE TUBE RE LACEMENTRE UE T

After this form has been submitted, a Customer Service Representative will contact you with an RMA number
Please use the form on this page to request your replacement product(s) efore we ship your
chosen replacements, you must send us your Wego Kite Tube as outlined below:

Please
completely fill
out the form
and press the

SU MIT button
when youre

finished A
FI DS AR

product was
purchased:
L N S 2

Country l[ <Select>

SRy N W I
BT

-mail address: l[ yourmaﬂ@serv:ceprowder com
PR P .
Area code
phone number: |
T A e e e

O

Please choose
your desired §i
replace"}e”t Lc1r11 more about the replacement options hcrc

option: | Cigse the new window when done to return to this form

= s

CLEAR FORM- ‘ - SuBMIT
- Shieiieiad | NANK  OU

Wego Retu oOeue

Click here if your kite tube is new or unused and has N V R been_inflated
I ou Wego Kite Tube bee u e g i ee outo o elet e
oo ig te



mailto:yourmail@serviceprovider.com
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P AS CUT FFTH F WIN PARTS F  URUNITT R TURNT SP RTSSTUFF:
1 CUT FFTH A UMINUMT WC NN CT RFR MTH C V R

2 USIN SCISS RS, CAR FU CUT UT" N (1) WARNIN PATCH NTH W

C VRITISN C SSAR THAT UCUTA TH WA THR U HTH C V RT R TURN
TH WARNIN PATCH P AS US TH WARNIN PATCHWITHTH IT MNUM RS -
5000 PRINT D NIT :

P AS CAT TH VAV S N ACH FTH TW (2)INN RTU S CUT UT ACH
VA V AVIN. A 1 INCH RADIUS AR UND ACH VA V  WITHIN THIS RADIUS TH R
SH UD ANIT MNUM R 5 -5000 SUR T AV THIS NUM RINTACTS.
THATW CANID NTIF TH IT MWH N UR TURNITT US
4 P AC A FTH S PARTSINT A SIN APPR PRIAT SI D MAI R A AINW
MUST HAV A PARTS ACKIN RD RT PR C SSTH R TURN

A AIN, TH PARTST R TURN AR :

I 1A UMINUMT WC NN CT R,
a 1 WARNIN PATCH C NTAININ TH IT MNUM RCUTFR MTH C V R

2VAV SFR MTH INN RTU S WITHIT M NUM RS INTACT

5 P AS WRIT TH RMANUM RTHAT UR C IV AFT RSU MITTIN UR

R UST NTH UTSID FTH MAI R THI RMA NUMBERI E TREMEL

IM ORTANT. WITHOUT IT OUR RETURN AND E CHAN E ORDER MA NOT BE
ROCE ED.P AS PRINTTH NTIR NUM RC AR SP RTSSTUFFWI N T

R SP NSI F R R TURNS THAT AR MISSIN TH RMA NUM R

We MUST have all of these parts returned before we will ship out the replacement product
Please send envelope to : ’

Sportsstuff Inc
1121 Circle

Suite A .

maha, N 681

ATTN: RMA

I ou Wegoi b e ti i it oigi gi g ot bee
oee oocee but e e i te ¢t 00 teei tutio o o to

etu te o eteu ittou .

1 e sure to securely close your Wego back in it s original carton All parts must be inside
the bo if you had previously opened it, including manuals and DVD

2 Remove any shipping labels that were placed on the outside of the carton

Write the RMA number that you receive from Customer Service on the outside of the

carton
4 Please also write the name of the person we are shipping the e change order to on the
outside of the carton, aleng with the return address
" 5 Please return the Wego Unit to:

Sportsstuff Inc
1121 Circle
Suite A

maha N 681
Attn: RMA

6 ou should use UPS round Service to return the unit, and you may charge the ground
freight to our UPS account Sportsstuff Customer Service will give you the account number
when your request is received

nce we have received your Wego return, we will process and ship out your e change
product via UPS  round service
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CONTACT LIST (060707HBB1625)

e/victim’s fiancé

i NC 27870

7/7 - Conducted telephone interview.

y/Boat owner & Operator,

7/12 - telephone interview.

3. Chris Huebner/CPT
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
1717 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-1717
(919) 707-0033

7/6 - initiated with brief telephone interview & email.
7/13 - picked up boating accident report.

4. CPT Mark Bruton
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
Roanoke Rapids, NC
(252) 443-3791

7/6 - telephone interview with CPT Bruton.
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Task Number: 060706HBB1625
Date: 8/2/06

Status of Missing Document(s)

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be
obtained.

1. Photo of kite tube (from boat operator/owner).
2.

3.




XOET0067
_____ Original Message-----~ m 4

From: Mele, Stephen V.

To: Mele, Stephen V.; Topka, Tanya L.; Ault, Eric B.; Blasius, Dennis -
R. '
CC: Kohen, Beverly J. -
Sent: Thu Jul 06 12:52:03 2006 ' JUL 07 2006
Subject: RE: Wego Kite Tube Accident - NEW ONE! (Lake Gaston)

Here are some more details for this to be assigned.

Incident location: near Roanoke Rapids, NC {(where Jimmy Creek
connects with main body of Lake Gaston).
Date of incident: 6/17/06

: 34 YOF

Also note that no photos were taken by NCWRC.

Stephen V. Mele

U.S. CPSC

Raleigh/Durham Field Office

P.0O. Box 52054

Durham, NC 27717

PH: (919} 403-0281

Fax: (775) 908-8050

email: smele@cpsc.gov <mailto:smelelcpsc.gov>

Chris,

Just had another on my desk on Lake Gaston.

A subject was pulling a female near Jimmy Creek on Lake Gaston and the
tube was off the water approximately 2 feet when they hit the main body
of the lake and the tube shot up approximately 10 feet and turned
sideways and the female was slammed to water and knocked unconscious
but was pulled from water by occupants of boat and taken to hospital
where she was ok. I just got this across my desk and made contact with
the female boyfriend and talked to him about this and he gave me this
blow by blow report. If that subject needs to call me about this I can
talk to him. I'm sending this boating accident report to Raleigh in
Courier today. Let me know if you need further on this.



mailto:smele@cpsc.gov
mailto:smele@cpsc.gov

1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID
060710HBB2668 9044 _ EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated : INVESTIGATION
: YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
840 2006 06 04 2006 07 12
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC Unknown

On the first use of a kite tube by a consumer, being pulled by a boat at about 30-35 mph, he fell off about 15 feet into a
lake. He had a severe spiral fracture to the upper leg and was hospitalized for 6 days, during which he had surgery
and needed two blood transfusions. He later suffered a compartment syndrome with severe swelling and was
hospitalized for 2 more days. He reported this injury to the manufacturer on 7/5/2006, 8 days prior to the recall.

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE JEFFERSON 1A

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name _ 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO 53-5000

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSTUFF INC.
11213 E. Circle # A

Omaha, NE
11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number
0 NONE NONE
"] 11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE
12. Age of Victim 13. Sex ' 14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
31 1-Male 4 - Hospitalized 57 - Fracture
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
. Involved (Operational / Travel)
81 - UPPERLEG 1 - Victim/Complainant 1 - On-Site 16 / 4
20. Attachment(s) 21. Case Source 22. Sample Coliection Number
9 - Multiple Attachments 07 - Consumer Complaint

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

@ Yes O No - (O Verbal .
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
09/07/2006 8929 Frank J. Nava
27. Distribution - | 28. Source Document Number
Topka, Tanya L. - 10670118A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029

$
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All information contained in this report, was obtained
through an on-site visit with the victim and his wife, who
was a witness. The consumer reported this incident (source
document) . '

On 5/12/2006, a 31l-year-old consumer purchased a new
product called a kite tube from an online internet
retailexr. He had researched the product for 3-5 hours
before purchasing it and watched the video that came with
it several times, as well as read the written directiomns
prior to using the product.

The consumer selected this model of kite tube because it
appeared to be the largest model on the market, with the
widest diameter and he thought it was a quality product.
He noted the weight limit for the rider was about 200
pounds. He was about 5'11” tall and he weighed about 185
pounds and he was confident he could ride the kite tube
safely and enjoy it the way it was designed.

Exhibit 1, Photo 1:
Label on the kite tube.

The consumer understood
that kite tubing was a new
sport using a new product
that he had not seen on the
market before. He also
knew it was considered an
extreme sport. However, he
felt confident in the
safety of the product as
well as his ability to
operate it. He had enjoyed
: many sports over the years
including knee-boarding and parasailing, and he and his
wife had been avid boaters for many years.

In addition, the consumer and his wife were both members of
the National Guard and he had spent much time in the past
few years in an active status. He had over 14 years of
gservice time and had spent significant time away from home
on active duty in various places in the world. His
professional role in the National Guard was as a teacher of’
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“hand-to-hand” combat. He worked on staying physically fit
and he felt he was in prime physical condition. He often
ran 5-10 miles at a time and enjoyed many sports. He was
always careful to warm up and do things the right way to
stay in good condition. '

The consumer purchased the kite tube on a website called
EBay for about $350.00, plus shipping, and it was delivered
to his home a few days later in mid-May, 2006. He
purchased the associated tow rope and it also came with ' a
video. It arrived in an original shipping carton and was
not inflated. The consumer also received the owner’s
manual and he read it prior to using the product. A few
weeks later they inflated the kite tube and used it for the
first time. Two young friends of his took turns riding it.
Everyone had fun and they had no problems with the kite
tube while using it that day.

Exhibit 1, Phoéto 2:

Close up of the kite tube. ,
TR E On 6/4/2006, the family took
the boat out for the day on a
nearby lake called Twin
Lakes, in western Iowa. The
boat they were operating was
a 2001 Model, 25”7 “Mariah”,
with a 325 HP inboard -
outboard motor. They were
very familiar with it and had
owned it for many years. The
family was avid boaters and
they took the boat out about
50 times a summer spending
over 100 hours on the water near their home. They also took
regular boating trips to other lakes in the Midwest.

On the boat that day was the 31-year-old male and his wife,

and the family’s three young children. They also had two
other adults with them including a 26-year-old male friend

who used the kite tube for the first time that day on the lake.
It had been inflated as directed. It was a warm day with
temperatures in the 80's, and a light breeze about 5 mph.

. At about 6:00 pm,. the 26-year-old male went first and he
rode the kite tube for about 10 minutes as it was being
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towed by the boat. He went airborne for about 5 minutes of
the time and he appeared to enjoy the experience. They
stopped the boat and the 31-year-old male climbed on to the
kite tube for his first turn on it. He knew immediately
that it was hard to ride and control which was a surprise
to him. Within 2 minutes of use, he was airborne and it
felt like he was out of control as it went up and down, and
side to side, in an erratic pattern.

Exhibit 1, Photo 3: ihe boat and deflated kite tube.

At this time, the 31-year-old male’s wife was operating the
boat, and the 26-year-o0ld male friend who had just ridden
the kite tube was acting as the spotter. They did not
observe that the rider was in distress, and did not know
that he was panicked. It appeared to them that he was
having fun, even though the kite tube was not performing in
a smooth motion as it was portrayed in the video. They
really had no way of communicating with each other. They
could not hear each other due to the distance and the
boat’s motor noises.



060710HBB2668 , -4-

They also’ could not see each other well because the rider
was above the kite tube. The small clear plastic window in
the bottom of the kite tube did not offer a clear or
focused view. The 31-year-old male tried to signal to the
boat to stop, because he felt the tube was getting out of
control, but he knew that they could not see or hear him.
He tried to extend his body to get above the line of site
of the tube, but this made the tube fly even higher.

After just a few minutes of riding the kite tube, at about
6:30 pm, on 6/4/2006, as the tube went higher, it flipped
over and threw the rider into the water. The boat was
traveling about 30-35 mph with the minimum length of tow
rope extended at 45 feet long for beginners, and he was
about 10-15 feet in the air. The rider was wearing a wet
suit and a life jacket.. The kite tube was unstable as the
wind blew from the left to his right, and the next thing he
knew he was in the water.

Exhibit 1, Photo 4: Injury caused to the lower left leg.

The 31-year-old male
immediately knew he was
injured. His face hurt
and after a few moments in
the water, his left leg
started to hurt. He ran
his hand down along his'
leg he felt it was bulging
"in one place and he knew
it was broken at the
femur. He rested in the
water floating with the
aid of his life jacket, until the boat came up along side
him and picked him up.

They called 911 for help and made arrangements for the
ambulance to meet them on shore. The ambulance transported
the 31-year-old male to the nearest hospital. They
confirmed that he had a spiral fracture of the left femur
and that it was shattered from three inches below the hip
down to two inches above the knee.
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Exhibit 1, Photo 5: Injury caused to the upper left leg.
N T i

The victim spent a total 6
days at this hospital. He
had surgery 20 hours after
the incident, where they
inserted a rod and pins to
stabilize the leg.

Later, after returning
home, he was again
hospitalized after he
developed complications
called “compartment syndrome”. His leg swelled up to
measure about 31” at the thigh, and 22” at his calf. This
compared with his waist size of 32”. This was a very
severe and painful condition which. was difficult for him to
endure for several days. In addition, the wvictim lost
feeling in his right foot for awhile. He spent two days in
the hospital.

During the first hospitalization, the victim required two
units of blood the day after surgery and another 2 units
the next day after that. He spent a total of 8 days in the
hospital. His full recovery was expected to take about 4
months.

Exhibit 1, Photo 6: Photo shows the injury to the left leg
including where he required surgery under each of the 3
bandages.
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Exhibit 1, Photo 7: Close up of the leg after surgery.

On 7/7/2006, the victim reported this incident to CPSC on-
line (source document). On 7/10/2006, the victim’'s wife
had their fourth child. Both she and her husband were
‘hospitalized at the same time, but in different hospitals.

On 7/12/2006, I contacted the victim and made an
appointment to visit him as soon as possible. On
7/19/2006, I visited the victim and his wife, who was a
witness to this incident. The nature of the interview
process included interviews with the victim and his wife
both together and separately and the enclosed information
was collected. :

Also during this visit, I observed a deflated incident unit
being stored in their boat in a covered building and I
photographed it (exhibit 1). They also provided the Kite
Tube Owner'’s Manual (exhibit 2) and Towable Owner’s Manual
(exhibit 3). I also observed they had the video that came
with the kite tube when they purchased it.

During this visit, the victim explained that he was what he
would call an adrenaline junky and that he thought kite
tubing would be fun. He noted that he always took the
required precautions and he never took unnecessary risks
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always following recommended .guidelines. He took pride in
not being “stupid” and doing things right.

The victim stated that it just blew his mind that this type
of severe unpredictable injury could be caused on the first
use of the kite tube. He said if he had any idea it was
such a dangerous product he would have never used it,
especially since they were expecting their fourth child.

He also stated that after this incident, he wanted everyone
to know that he felt that the kite tube was dangerous and
it should not be sold. He stated that there is no way to
control it after it leaves the water and goes airborne and
that the second concern is that there is no communication
between the boat and the tube.

Also, during this visit, the victim’s wife explained they
knew there was some risk with the kite tube and that in
fact they had waited to use it the first time until their
new health insurance became effective. They had a delay in
coverage because her husband had recently changed jobs.

In addition, she noted that they had much experience with
parasailing and that they thought they knew what they were
doing but that this kite tube was totally different than
anything else they had experienced. She reported that she
operated the boat 99 percent of the time they were on it
including when her husband parasailed. She noted that when
he parasailed that he could rise as high as 200 feet in the
air and that they always felt in control and safe at what
they were doing. As compared, she said the kite tube was

. totally unpredictable.

They reported that they did not know what they will do with
the incident unit. They reported that they notified the
manufacturer of this incident and the serious injury that
it caused on 7/5/2005, a few days before contacting the
CPSC. They waited to notify them due to the
hospitalization and medical complications the victim was
having. They reportedly told them the kite tube was unsafe
and gave them specific reasons for this conclusion
including details of his injury.

They noted that the manufacturer’s representative took
their name and telephoné number but they said they were not
sure if they were going to buy back the kite tube or just
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replace the value of it for other products. The victim
felt they were cooperative, but that they did not appear to
be decisive as to the concerns he raised. They did not
mention a pending recall and overall did not appear
concerned about the severity of the injury that it caused
him. :

During my visit on 7/19/2006, the victim and his wife
reported they were aware of both CPS5C news releases on kite
tubes including CPSC News Release 06-202, dated June 30,
2006; and CPSC News Release 06-202, dated July 13, 2006,
titled “Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tubes Withdrawn from Market
after Reports of Deaths and Injuries”, in which they
announce that the incident unit had been recalled. They
noted that they only learned of these news releases after
the incident, and that it was interesting especially since
they had spoken with the Manufacturer on 7/5/2006, prior to
the recall on 7/13/2006.

They said they were glad that the product was not longer on
the market. I noted that the victim was using crutches to
be mobile and that they had set up a convalescent bed for
his use in the first floor family room so he did not have
to go to the second floor to sleep. He reported he was
doing better and he was recovering but that he was not
certain as to the status of his ability to continue to
serve on a full commission in the.National Guard. This
concern distressed him greatly.

The victim reported that he was also very upset that he had
this injury about the time his wife gave birth to their
fourth child and that it had caused significant problems
for them to handle all the responsibilities associated with
that. He reported that he had a very severe injury and
that had been very hard on him. He reported that his
weight had dropped from 185 to 159 pounds since he was
injured.

The victim told me that he felt confident that he would
recover and stated that he was very concerned that others
would be injured if they did not know about the recall. He
reported that his doctors told him that only 50 percent of
the people who suffer this type of spiral fracture to the
femur survive the injury because they usually suffer a
severe blood loss at the time of the incident.
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They also told him that just 10 years ago, a person with

this type of injury would have had a permanent disability
from it, but that today’s medicine helped to prevent this
level of disability and that he hoped for a full recovery.

Exhibit 1, Photo 8: Warning label on kite tube.

The victim reported that he was aware of another person who
he works with who suffered a very serious injury after he
had his injury. This other person had a broken arm and two
severely bruised legs after he fell from a similar kite
tube. He reported that his employer had since these two
incidents asked all of their 110 employees to not use

kite tubes, so that they do not loose other employees to
injuries like these two had.

The victim provided the additional photos of his injuries
and I requested his medical records and will provide them
as an addendum to this report (exhibit 6) when they are
received.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

FROM VICTIM:

How many people were on the kite tube at the time of the incident? = ONE
Did you have previous experience with similar products?  YES

Did you have any experience with this unit? NO

Did this unit perform differently than the others you tried? YES

Did you believe you could direct / control the direction and height of the kite
tube? YES

What happened when you became airborne? FLIPPED OVER & LOST
CONTROL

How high off the surface of the water were you at the time that things began to go
wrong? ABOUT 10-15 FEET

What was the maximum height achieved during the incident? ABOUT 15 FEET
Could you see the boat (due to the angle of the tube kite)? NOT VERY WELL
Did you try to signal the boat to slow down? YES '

Did you do anything to try to lower the tube kite back down towards the water?
TRIED TO RISE ABOVE IT SO TO BE SEEN

Describe specifics regarding the actual crash. FLIPPED OVER

Did you notice any mechanical issues with tube kite? YES, IT WAS MOVING,
TWISTING AND DIPPING FROM SIDE TO SIDE

What were you wearing (safety gear)? YES, LIFE JACKET & WET SUIT

FROM DRIVER AND WITNESSES:

Had you towed inflatable or similar products behind the boat previously? YES
What experience did you have with this particular product? FIRST USE

Who attached the tow rope/ tow harness to the tube kite and to the boat? VICTIM
Was it done based on instructions provided? YES

. How long was the rope (i.e., distance from where it was tied on boat to where it

was tied to the kite tube, after tying)? SET AT MIN. LENGTH OF 45 FEET
What was the age and condition of the tow rope? NEW, CAME WITH ORDER
What was the speed of the boat? ABOUT 30-35 MPH

How did you decide what speed you would travel? FROM EXPERIENCE

How high off the surface of the water was the kite tube at the time that things
began to go wrong? ABOUT 10-15 FEET

What was the maximum height achieved during the incident? ABOUT 15 FEET
How did you communicate with the kite tube rider? SIGHT ONLY

Did you actually see the kite tube dive to the surface? NO, FIRST SAW THE
VICTIM FALL

Why/ why not? KITE TUBE FELL TOO, WHEN STOPPED BOAT

Did you try to do anything to halt the dive or avoid the crash? SLOWED DOWN
What did you do after the crash? RESCUE VICTIM

Was there any damage or apparent equipment failure noted? NO
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FROM PURCHASER OF KITE TUBE:

e Did you ask the sales staff how to use the product? BOUGHT ON-LINE, SAW
- INFO ON WEBSITE ONLY
o Did they offer any directions/ cautions? YES, IN VIDEO
o Did any instructional material come with the product? YES
e Did you read it? YES :
e Did you read any safety warnings that may have been on the product itself? YES,
HAS MANY, READ THEM ALL.

" PRODUCT INDENTIFICATION:

Water Tubing (Product Code 3200)

Type: Kite Tube, included tow rope, DVD and starting leash
Item # 53-5000

Brand: “WEGO” _

Manufacturer: Sports Stuff Inc., 11213 E. Circle # A,
Omaha, NE, 402-592-9085, www . sportstuff.com

Retailer: Purchased from EBay

Date Purchased 5/12/2006

Price: $350.00 (plus shipping)

SAMPLES COLLECTED: None

ATTACHMENTS

Exhibit 1 - 8 Photographs

Exhibit 2 - Kite Tube Owner’s Manual

Exhibit 3 - Towable Owner’s Manual

Exhibit 4 - Authorization for Release of Name
Exhibit 5 - Description of Respondents

Exhibit 6 - Authorization to Release Medical Records
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SPORTSSTUEF.

WEGO KITE TUBE OWNER'S MANUAL

Important information is enclosed in this manual. Please read these materials
prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference.

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the store!

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) (8am-5pm, CST Monday-Friday)
Oo:wqm.:_m:o:m on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making the

most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high performance towable is
designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole family.

AWARNING A

A RELEASE OF LIABILITY A

By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree that you have read
and understand the entire Sportsstuff’s product manual, including all
instructions and warnings contained in that material prior to using the
Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure any additional or
subsequent users of the Kite Tube will read and understand the entire
owner’s manual. Misuse or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in
risks, dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury or death.
The risks and dangers that may be encountered through the improper
use of the Kite Tube can be avoided by reading and following the warning
guidelines listed within the owner's manual and by proper use of the Kite
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shall be evidence of your
agreement, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to properly follow the
instructions and abide by the warnings set forth within the product manual.
Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall also constitute a release, to
the extent permitted by law, by you and by any third party permitted by
you to use, in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any and all
liability for any loss, damage, injury and/or expense that you or any user
of the Kite Tube may suffer as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This
release shall extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to any
cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach of contract on the part
of Sportsstutf and/or any party participating in the design and/or manufac-
ture
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A KITE TUBE DESCRIPTION A

Away Wego! “Kite Tubing”, the mystery of flying, becomes a reality. The
Kite Tube creates an air pocket an the under carriage bottom that
enables lift via ground effect and the aerodynamic shape. Be prepared to
reach new heights! Spend the summer gaining experience riding the Kite
Tube. The Kite Tube is designed to glide, soar, and fly. You can use it like
a regular deck tube in the whips, figure eights, and circles. It “kites” the
best in a straight boat pattern into the wind and will rise out of the water
slowly or quickly based on the rider weight, wind and boat speed. Expect
the unexpected! The basic idea behind the Kite Tube is simple; The Kite
rider kneels or stands on the tube that is tethered to the tow boat. As the
boat moves forward into the wind, the Kite and the rider rise up from the
water’s surface to perform a water ballet in the air with the rider balanc-
ing on top. Kite Tubing is not as dangerous as some extreme sports,
however it can be more dangerous than regular tubing with the added
dimension of height. In Kite Tubing, safety has to be taken seriously.
EVERYONE is a beginner, regardless of previous experience. Read all
instruction and warnings before using the Kite Tube. Start slow and begin
by using the 45 foot section of the included tow rope.

AKITE TUBE SPECIFICATIONS A

« 120 inch inflated diameter(10 foot) with slanted saucer configuration.

« 840D nylon double cover with pu coating( full body cover).
 Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for easy
tow rope connection.

» Computerized double-stitched sewing.

» Multiple mesh bar-tacked drain ports.

« Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment.

- Parallel slotting system with footsteps and neoprene padding for comfort.
+ Reflective piping on all handles and on the outside top taping.

* Various loops for use of detachable leash(s).

* Panoramic see-through double windows.

« High visibility red and yellow watersports safety colors with checkerboard
and caution accent striping.

« Easily seen bold, billboard-style graphics.

« Skull graphics is a reminder to pay attention and not to fool around,
take nothing for granted. :

» Two heavy duty pvc bladders, one supports the outer ring and the
other is the slotling system cockpit for the rider. Both have speed safety
valves for easy inflation/deflation.

» Leash with two sponge balls is included. )

« Segmented tow rope is included. Adjustable length style in 45, 55, and
65 foot lengths. .

—a

A KITE TUBE ASSEMBLY AND INFLATION A

Proper inflation is key to the optimum performance of this towable. The
tube is designed to fit snugly in the cover, and there should be no wrinkles
in the cover when the tube is properly inflated.

IMPROPER INFLATION

PROPER INFLATION

Photo “A” shows a severely underinflated tube. Note how the adult sinks
in when standing on the tube. Under-inflation causes the towable to sit
low in the water. Additional stress is applied to the tube, cover, rope and
boat/watercraft, by being dragged through the water instead of pulled
across it. This stress causes the air in tubes to be displaced and the tube
may rupture. The same stress causes nylon covers to tear and ropes to
stretch. The boat/watercraft cannot plane off and extra gas is consumed.

Photo “B” shows a properly inflated tube. Note how the cover is taut with
few wrinkles, and how the adult barely sinks in when standing on the
tube. This tube would ride high on the water, providing you with an exciting
ride - less stress on the tube, cover, rope, and boat/watercraft. Proper
inflation will insure a longer life-span for your product.

Inflation Maintenance:

Finally, it is not enough to simply fill it up and go! It is important to moni-
tor the amount of air in this product as heat will cause the bladder to
expand, possibly causing damage to the seams or |-beams. Don’t let it
sit on the beach, dock, or boat/watercraft full of air! If it is stored out of
the sun in a cool place, you may need to add air. Check and adjust infia-
tion levels each time you use your tube. You'll have more fun, and your
toys will last longer.

The best air pumps to use are:

* 110v electric: 2.5 psi (model #57-1504A) or 3.0 psi (model #57-1508)

* Hand/foot pump specifically for towables: LP1 (model #57-1003)

* 12v pumps (model #57-1510) can also be used but a their maximum
output is only .8 psi so a secondary pump such as the Sportsstuff LP1
hand pump (model #57-1003) will need to be used.

» Leaf Blower

* Vacuum with two-way switch

-



—
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Your WEGO towable is equipped with the Speed Safety Valve pictured
below:

Speed Safety Valve - A hybrid valve utilizing the best of
both the Oversized Safety Vaive and the Speed Valve. Pulls
out for fast inflation/deflation, then can be pushed in flush
with the tube. For use withstandard electric pumps, shop
vac, wet vac, leaf blowers,and vacuums with a 2-way
switch for fast inflation/deflation.

mmoc_.mﬁsm<m_<mc<=q3_<m:mm_.=::._mcoﬁo_s wo..zo: o::m.<m_<m§o
the base. To inflate, open only the top portion of the valve. Using the
hose from your inflator, inflate through the top opening of the valve.

The optimal inflator is a 2.5 psi or higher electric pump. You may also use
a 1.1 or 3.0 psi pump. Using the 12v pump (model #57-1510) followed by
the LP1 hand pump (model #57-1003) totop off the unit takes about 3.5
minutes. The 1.1 psi 110v pump followed by using the LP1 hand pump
(model #57-1003) totop off the unitwill inflate the WEGO in a few min-
utes. The 2.5 electric pump (model #57-1504A) will inflate the WEGO in just
over 3 minutes. The 3.0 pump (model #57-1508) will inflate the WEGO in as
little as 2 minutes.

Please call Sportsstuff at 1-888-814-8833 to order directly.

1. Open the box and locate Owner’s manual information and instructional
DVD.

2. Review owner’s manual and instructional DVD first and share the infor-
mation with all other users and or spotters.

3. Locate a flat, wide-open, clean and clear area to open and assemble
the product. .

4. Unfold the nylon cover so the yellow cover with winged skulls is com-
pletely unfolded along with slotting system cockpit. .

5. Please notice the bladders have already been assembled in the cover.
There are two valves total. One on the slotting portion and another on the
outside ring.

6. Locate and open the padded valve cover on theslotting portion (cock-
pit area) Open the valve and inflate until firm and the cover is wrinkle free
and taut. It may be necessary to adjust the cover to fit the inflation holes.
Use.the zippered openings in the cover to adjust bladder position if nec-
essary. :

7. O_owm valve completely and secure valve cover.

8. Locate the valve on the outer ring and repeat steps 6-7.

9. Please note that the window panels are not supported by an internal
bladder, so stay off of this portion of the cover.

10. With assistance, carefully lift the unit into water.

11. Do not drag across harsh surfaces, as this will damage the unit.

12. Once at the water entry point attach tow rope to unit and hook up to
the boat. Make sure leash is attached to the nose loop.

13. Enjoy your Kiting experience. .

—4

PLEASE NOTE OVER INFLATION WILL Obc.wm THE BLADDER TO HAVE
A CONCAVE EFFECT ON THE UNDERSIDE, CAUSING THE KITE TUBE
TO SUBMARINE.

PLEASE NOTE UNDER INFLATION WILL CAUSE KITE TUBE TO NOT
PERFORM AS DESIGNED. WHEN KITING, YOU CAN TELL VISUALLY IF
YOU ARE CORRECTLY INFLATED

Proper inflation means you’ll have a wonderful flight experience, so fol-
low the above instructions closely.

* You may clean your towable using a soap and water or mild detergent.
* You should inspect your unit frequently for wear and tear. If you need
parts replacement piease contact Sportsstuff 1-888-814-8833.

o wmn.o..m each use always check inflation, tow connection and boat con-
nection.

* After using the Kite Tube do not leave out in direct sunlight, but keep in
a shaded area.

° When the unit is not in use NEVER leave this unit is direct Sunlight at
any time,

* The strong UV rays will quickly destroy and downgrade the nylon cover
and age the materials prematurely.

¢ Monitor and adjust biadder pressure on warm days.

e Never use strong cleaning agents.

¢ The towable, s&m: clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool,
dry area out of direct sunlight. (in between uses and at the end of the
boating season.) -

. *» To deflate, simply open red valve.

° Avoid storing this product in areas of exireme temperatures and please
take precautions against animals and rodents.

* Bright colored fabric covers used on the towables may bleed or fade
when initially wet. Protect all boat interiors, docks and car interiors from
possible staining.

A KITE TUBE TETHER TOW ROPE A
We have included a new style tether tow rope for use with the Kite Tube.
Overall the tow rope Is 65 foot length, but can be adjusted to 55 foot
length and 45 foot length. Since the Kite Tube is unlike any previous tow-
abie tube with the added dimension of sustained height. We believe that
the boat driver, rider and spotter are all beginners. We recommend the
follewing to get the hang of Kiting, how the Kite reacts being towed by
the boal, how the wind affects the flight while being ridden by different
size riders. Experience is the best teacher.

Step one: BEGINNER LEVEL

All ﬁ@miamqw start E_m: 45 foot tow rope to get some experience. Use at
ieas? 12 {imes for a minirnum of 20 minutes per use.




Step two: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
All intermediates can increase rope length to 55 foot to get more expeyi-
ence. Use at least 24 times for a minimum of 20 minutes per use.

Step three: MASTER LEVEL. .
All masters can increase length to 65 foot to get more experience.

You can spend all summer gaining experience Kiting and really still not '
have experienced all things, wind speed, rider weight and boat speed
create many variables (different kinds of watercraft, lack of wind) etc.
Attach the Kite Tube Tether tow rope to the aluminum connector on the
tube and to a towable hook on the rear of the boat. We recommend you
use a low tow point on the rear transom of the boat or tow hook.

A KITE TUBE HEIGHT INSTRUCTION A
NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO FALL
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Just think of the fall, in normal tubing you can get thrown off and go up
to 15 to 20 foot high, but in kiting you are already at a certain height
above the water and can get thrown higher. At a boat speed of 10 and 20
mph the water gets harder the faster and higher you go so control the
boat speed and tube height and watch out for gusty and cross winds.
Many bodies of water have natural barriers or wind breaks, be aware of
these situations. Due to the height factor, you must use the Kite Tube in
waters at least 6 feet deep (a guideline could be 1 foot of water depth for
every foot of tube height). For best kiting use against the wind in straight-
line runs.

A RIDER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules:

* Avoid gusty and cross winds, use in light to moderate steady winds.
» Gusts and cross winds can cause this product to experience sudden
changes in height or direction.

* Use in at least 6 feet of water depth, the higher you Kite, the deeper -
the water should be.

* Never use in shallow waters.

» Boat driver, spotter and rider are all beginners, take it easy, learn in
light steady wind, start slow, _

* Your body weight is a factor on balance and control, shifting helps to
control kiting (rider is ballast).

‘» Have pre-ride discussion with rider, driver and spotter.

* Never Kite higher than you’re willing to fall.

» Into a steady wind, flight occurs more easily.

» With the wind, flight is not so easy. .

* Based on rider weight, a lighter person will Kite easier than heavier per-
son. )
« Do not over-estimate your ability, Kiting takes a practiced level of skill.
+ Keep tube’s nose up when starting out, pull back on the ball/leash t0
help hold the nose up until the boat reaches planing speed.

» Rider safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter.

« Stay 100 yards from shore, avoid other boat traffic, power lines and

e

immovable objects. . \
wﬁm_.mém_‘m of natural wind breaks and barriers that change the wind

H_@ﬁ.m rear transom tow point. Using higher tow point means the _Azm. can
Kite higher.

« Maximum 1 rider capacity .

« Do not exceed 200 pound maximum weight or 100 pounds minimum,

be at least 12 years of age and a height of 5 feet or more.

« Balance to minimize movement while airborne. Too much movement
can cause the Kite Tube to become wobbly and overturn. Maintain a
good center of gravity. ,

¢ 10 and 2 o’clock are the best control hand positions.

» Hang time, Kite time, can be 1 second or many minutes.

« Length of hang time depends on the wind, boat speed and rider
weight.

. >mm=m6_= boat heading into the wind creates the optimum Kiting per-
formance. . i

+ Ballet performance is what you are looking for (up and down).

« Use the large panoramic window to see the boat and to view rider
height. .

« Force the tube down by pushing your weight down with a swift, sitting
motion.

» Use your position within the slotting system cockpit to adjust pitch, or
the angle by which the nose of the tube is inclined up or down from the
horizontal.

e Use the handles to adjust left to right balance.

¢ Utilize a combination of foot and hand positions to accommodate the
current wind and boat speed conditions.

* Do not use this tube if you are pregnant, could be pregnant, or if you
have neck or back problems. . ‘

* Raise arms above head following a spill to signify to the boat driver
and spotter that you are okay. .

* A rider that falls or is ejected should try to fall away from the Kite Tube.
* Experience safe Kiting.

A BOAT DRIVER INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNING A

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules:

* Driver should be at least 16 years of age and pass a coast guard i
approved boating course.

* Utilize a large, wide angle, rear view mirror (20 inch width) to keep eye
on Kite elevation.

* Slow speed to reduce height, a sudden gust of wind can send the rider
up to 20 feet high or more in haif a second. .

* Maintain constant communication with spotter about the Kite Tube and
its performance.

” Adjust boat speed to reduce the height of the Kite Tube.

The Kite Tube is unlike any other towable tube, it can sustain flight at
wm_._.o:w heights for long periods of time. .
_A.s.::a. boat speed, rider weight and length of rope are big variables in
. iting performance. :
<_um< attention and adjust the boat speed frequently to fit the conditions.

ou are the director. . .

* Never Kite higher than you want the rider to fall, adjust your speed.

—_— e ————




¢ Avoid excessive boat speed ai all times.
» Have pre-ride meeting with spotier and rider to discuss the type of side
o be given.
* Determine the best conditions for Kite tubing based on rider weight,
boat speed and wind speed.
* Give-way to all other watercrafi, especially sailboats. .
» The Kite Tube can sustain flight with steady head wind and boat spee:.
Head into the wind
* Be aware of cross winds and wind gusts.
..%mm the large, panoramic window to monitor and communicate with ihe
rider.
* Don’t gamble with rider safety. Driver must accept 100% responsibifiiy
for the safety of the rider. . A
¢ Instruct the rider to lean back and pull on the leash to keep the n
up until the boat and tube plane out, as the boat planes out and the
rises out of the water, there will be almost no drag on the boat.
= Most boating accidents happen in less than 2 seconds.
* Reaction time varies from 120 to 255 feet of boat iength. :
* Do not be in-attentive. Do not let your mind wander. Focus on what you
are doing
; » Never use the Kite Tube with wind forces so strong that you are unable
” to maintain control. :

* Don’tKite in electrical storms.

* The Kite Tube is an air foil of extremely limited capabilities with regard

to wind and turbuience.

* Instruct all riders of rules and warnings, pius how to ride. -

* in riding position, the rider and tube are at a 452 angle o the water’s

surface.

* Avoid floating objects and all immovable objects.

+ All riders should be towed at speeds that allow for reasonabie contrel.
H * Avoid submarining the towable when first starting out or on sgills.
m * Slow boat down to 5 mph to turn around and pick up the rides.
¢ In many cases when the rider falis off, the Kite will continue to be air-
borne
* Don't be & gunner; slamming the throtile forward and forgetting abous
the towable and your rider. Focus
* In no-wind conditions, use zig-zags, whips, figure eights and circles
that the Kite Tube will Kite in, but remember the Kite Tube is designed o
Kite into the wind.
* Do not throw away your owners manua! or DVYD. You must review peri-
odicaily and especially when aliowing others to use or borrow your |
Tube.
¢ Unlike most towables that ride on the waier’s surface and have tres
dous drag, when the Kite Tube is Kiting or flying there is almost no ¢va
and the boat has a tendency to go faster, so watch out for this effect (&
lot of drag to nc drag).
» Don’t overload your boat with a lot of passengers.
* Like many towables, rider balance oo far forward can cause towable
to nose under. This is called submarining. When the you start mo
ward, make sure the rider holds the leash on the tube to help keep ik
nose up during takeofi, till the boat reaches planing speed and iifi ¢
on the Kite Tube. If the boat driver, spotter and rider are not paying &
tion, the towable could nose in. This causes the submarine effect, w :
results in the lowable acting like an anchor. Reduce speed immediately,
otherwise you will create too much drag on the boat and tube, causling
something to break. '

&}

ke
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« Pay attention when starting out to prevent this effecl. Let’s say every-
thing goes right and the Kite Tube and rider are :m<.m__=m. ata mcm.ﬁm_zm.a
height above the water and the rider falls off. The Kite might continue its
flight or crash down into the water. We suggest that you slow the boat
down to 5mph, otherwise the towable might again act like a submarine,
because it is upside down or wind conditions have forced it into a weird
com&o:.i:m_.m it cannot be towed at any speed other :5:. 5mph.

« It is the obligation of the boat driver to operate the boat in responsible
safe manner and not try to “dump the rider”. .

« Experience safe Kiting. N

A SUBMARINE EFFECT WARNING A

LIKE MANY TOWABLES, A RIDER’S BALANCE TOO FAR FORWARD CAN
CAUSE TOWABLE TO NOSE UNDER. THIS WE CALL SUBMARINING.
WHEN THE BOAT DRIVER STARTS FORWARD, HE OR SHE SHOULD
MAKE SURE THE RIDER HOLDS THE LEASH TO HELP KEEP THE NOSE
UP DURING TAKEOFF TiLL THE BOAT REACHES PLANING SPEED AND
LIFT OCCURS ON THE KITE TUBE. IF THE BOAT DRIVER, SPOTTER
AND RIDER ARE NOT PAYING ATTENTION THE TOWABLE COULD NOSE
IN. THIS CAUSES THE SUBMARINE EFFECT, WHICH RESULTS IN THE
TOWABLE ACTING LIKE AN ANCHOR. REDUCE SPEED IMMEDIATELY,
OTHERWISE YOU WILL CREATE TOO MUCH DRAG ON THE BOAT AND
TUBE CAUSING THE SOMETHING TO BREAK. PAY ATTENTION, WHEN
STARTING OUT TO PREVENT THIS EFFECT.

LET’S SAY, EVERYTHING GOES RIGHT AND THE KITE TUBE AND RIDER
ARE TRAVELING A SUSTAINED HEIGHT ABOVE THE WATER AND THE
RIDER FALLS OFF. THE KITE MIGHT CONTINUE IT’S FLIGHT OR CRASH
DOWN INTO THE WATER. WE SUGGEST YOU SLOW THE BOAT DOWN
TO 5MPH, OTHERWISE THE TOWABLE MIGHT AGAIN ACT LIKE A SUB-
MARINE BECAUSE IT IS UPSIDE DOWN OR WIND CONDITIONS HAVE
FORCED IT INTO A WEIRD POSITION WHERE IT CANNOT BE TOWED AT
ANY SPEED OTHER THAN 5 MPH. BOAT DRIVER SHOULD TURN TO
PICK UP RIDER AND START ALL OVER AGAIN.

IT IS THE OBLIGATION OF THE BOAT DRIVER TO OPERATE THE BOAT
IN RESPONSIBLE SAFE MANNER AND NOT TRY TO “DUMP THE
RIDER”. THE KITE TUBE IS DESIGNED TO BE RIDDEN AT SAFE LEVEL
WITHOUT HAVING TO HAVE SOME CRAZY BOAT DRIVER TRYING TO
CREATE PROBLEMS. EXPERIENCE SAFE KITING.

4 SPOTTER OR OBSERVER INSTRUCTION - A

* Have watersports safety flag

* Keep driver aware of other boating traffic, obstacles, etc

* Keep driver aware of towable state and rider conditions and how the
towable is doing

* Keep tow ropes from getting caught on protrusion from the boat

* We have found that small megaphone helps to communicate with ridet
Prior to takeoff and give last minute instructions
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A WIND SPEED AND EFFECT A

We are providing you with the following information to help you evaluate
your current conditions before Kite tubing.

Wind speed(mph) Wind effect
0-1 smoke rises vertically
2-3 direction oﬁ:m wind shown by smoke drift, but not

by wind vanes

4-7 wind felt on face: leaves rustle: ordinary wind vane
moved by wind

8-12 leaves and twigs in constant motion; wind extends. a
light flag

13-18 raises dust, loose paper: small branches are moved

19-24 small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested wavelets
form on inland waters

25-33 large branches in motion; Ez_m,::m. heard in power
lines; umbrella difficult to use

34-40 gale

41-47 strong gale

48-55 storm o -

56-63 violent storm

64+ hurricane

WARRANTY POLICY:

Sportsstuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in

- material and workmanship for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of pur-

chase. This warranty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire and other uses
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff

.a:.mo:< at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifica-

tion Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This warranty
is only valid in the USA.

If you have any questions about any Sportsstuff, Inc. _u_‘om:o_. replacement parts or
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at:

Sportsstuff Inc. .
11213 E Circle Suite A

Omaha, NE 68137

Toll Free: 888-814-8833

Tel: 402-592-9085

Fax: 402-592-1354 )

E-mail: customercare @sportsstuff.com

Warranty registration is available on-line at:http://www.sportsstuff.com

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for a
product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, inc. After
receiving an authorization number, please ship returned products to the following
address: .

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center .
11213 E Circle, Suite A

Omaha, NE 68137 .

(Please label package with RA #)
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TOWABLE OWNER'S MANUAL

Important information is enclosed in this manual. Please read these materials
prior to assembling and using this product. Keep for future reference.

For questions on assembly, parts or warranty, contact the experts at
Sportsstuff. DO NOT RETURN this product to the store!

Contact us TOLL FREE: 888-814-8833 (USA) Amm_:.m.un_. CST Monday-Friday)

Congratulations on your new towable purchase! Sportsstuff prides itself in making
the most innovative inflatable products on the planet. Your high performance tow-
able is designed to provide an exciting and unique riding experience for the whole
family. i

AWARNING A\

To lessen your risk of serious injury or death, follow these rules:

» Not a lifesaving device. Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent
supervision.

¢ Read the owner's manual carefully before using your Sportsstuff towable.

» Not for use by children under six (12) years of age.

» The watercraft driver is responsible for the towable and riders since the towable
cannot be controlled by the rider(s). The rider(s) may not be able to see where
he/she is going.

« Always have an experienced watercraft driver at the helm and aiways have three
or more people present for safe tubing-one to drive the watercraft, one to observe
and one or more to ride.

* Observer in the boat/watercraft should keep the driver aware of the towable
rider(s) status. . :

= Always keep a lookout for other boats/watercrafts, swimmers, towables, and
other obstructions in the water. Stay away from other boats and personal water-
craft, docks, pilings, bridges, shallow water and the shore.

* The watercrait driver should avoid excessive speed or sharp turns which might
cause the towable to flip over, resuiting in serious injury to the rider.

« Never exceed 20 mph when towing adults or 15 mph with children.

* Use a tow rope specifically designed for the WEGO

* Never operate the boat/watercraft or ride the towable under the influence of alcohol
or other drugs.

* Never place wrists or feet through the handles or towing harness.

¢ Riders should keep arms and feet out of the water.

* Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your
particular tube.

* Use a tow rope of at least 1500 ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling two people, 3350 Ibs average




tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 fegq in
length but not exceed 65 feet. v

* The stress on the rope is different from the stress on the tube, and wil} vary with
the weight of the passengers, design, and surface area of the tube.

* Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type It (PFD) ski vest or as recom-
mended by proper government authorities.

¢ Use this product only on water.

* Know your limits, Stop when you're tired. Act responsibly. Be in good physicat
condition and be cautious in your use of this or any other towable.

* Do not use this unit when it is'under-inflated. The risks involved with this could
include entrapment which may result in death or serious injury. .

The manufacturer, Sportsstuff, Inc., does not have control over the use of this product
and assumes no liability therein. Under no circumstances is Sportsstuff or the seller,
liable for any loss, damage, injury or expenses of any kind arising out of the use of
this product. It is the responsibility of the user to determine the proper suitabiliiy
and safety of the product during normal use. This product is subject to age, wear
and deterioration from use and weather conditions. We strongly recommend that
you inspect the product cn a regular basis.
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REPLACING PRODUCT PARTS:

If a leak or problem is suspected with your tube, locate the valves,deflate the item
and remove the inflatable PVC bladder to inspect possible problem areas. Contact
Sportsstuff warranty department for prompt parts replacement if a problem is
located. For non-warranty parts replacement, follow the same procedure. When a
replacement is received, follow the steps below:

1. Unfold the cover and lay the bladder out. :

2. Locate the bladder and the infiation valve. Carefully place the PVC bladder inside
the cover of the product in the appropriate location.

3. Line up the valve with the valve opening in the cover.

4. Refer to the WEGO manual for further assembly information.

MAINTENANCE:

Very little care is required for the bladder or cover.

* You may clean your towable using soap and water or mild detergent.

» Never use strong cleaning-agents.

* The towable, when clean and dry, can be deflated and stored in a cool, dry area
out ot direct sunlight.

¢ To deflate, simply unfasten the entire valve from the base.

» Avoid storing this product in areas of extreme temperatures and please take pre-
cautions against animals and rodents.

* Bright colored fabric covers used on the towable may bleed or fade when initiafly
wet. Protect all boat interiors and all other surfaces from possible staining.

TOW ROPE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPORTSSTUFF PRODUCTS:

* The watercraft owner/operator is responsible for informing all the persons riding
or using tow ropes of the WSIA Recommendations for tow ropes. Improper use of
your tube and rope could resuit in serious injury or death.

* Following are the WSIA (Water Sport Industry Association) Recommendations for
tow ropes (Do not exceed recommended rider capacity for your tube):

[‘/. L L ) -

—

z:.:,_umw of Riders Combined Weight of Riders Rope Tensile Strength
One min 100lbs - max 200 Ibs 1500 Ibs

» A standard tow rope should not exceed 65 feet.

. The.tow rope should be assembled in a manner appropriate for the watercraft
and tow tube. :

« Please check all rope connections for frays, cuts, sharp edges, knots and wear
and tear before each use. Discard any ropes that appear to be worn. It is
recommended that you replace each tow rope at the beginning of the boating season.
« Tow ropes are subject to stretching during use. Please warn riders and persons
in the boat/watercraft of the danger of ropes recoiling.

« DO NOT place arms, legs or head in the handle section as serious injury may result.
« Ensure that the tow rope is free from all body parts prior to towing a rider and
while the tube is in use.

« Do not use a tow rope with a bungee material to pull skiers or riders. This type of
apparatus could also result in serious injury or death to the tube rider or
passengers in the boat/watercratt.

« Ropes will deteriorate with direct sunlight exposure. Please store away from
direct sunlight and discard any rope that is frayed, discolored or raveling.

« Do not add hardware to this product that is not supplied by Sportsstuff.

« Avoid the propeller and engine at all times. Should the rope become tangled in
the propeller, shut off the engine and remove key from ignition before retrieving
rope from propeller.

AWARNING! GENERAL USE AND SAFETY: A

« When using a Sportsstuff product, you are engaging in an exciting recreational
activity with inherent risks. Act responsibly and only use your product with the
awareness of and willingness to accept the risks involved.

* Read all instrictions and warnings provided to you in this owner’s manual and
those printed on the product. Do not discard this manual.

* As in any recreational activity, reckless use, misuse, inexperience and/or neglect
of the proper equipment used may result in serious injury or death. '

* Visually inspect the towable and tow rope before each use. Do not use if product
or tow rope is damaged in any way.

* This product is NOT for use by children under 12 years of age.

* Never leave children unattended. Use only under competent supervision.

* Sportsstuff products are NOT to be used for rental use.

+ Do not consume alcohol or other drugs while using this product. Even small
quantities of alcohol and other drugs can impair judgment, balance, and coordination
which can greatly affects one’s performance.

* Make sure all riders are wearing a U.S. Coast Guard Type il (PFD) approved life
vest at at all times. )

* Be conscious of the weather conditions as weather changes can-occur very quickly.
* Check with your state or local government 1o learn their specific legal requirements
concerning towables and towing.

* Use tow ropes that are designed specifically for towables with WSIA (Water
Sports industry Association) break strength guidelines.

A WARNING! BOAT DRIVERS NOTICE: 4 °

* The boat/watercraft driver has the ultimate responsibility for the safety of the
riders. .

* Carefully survey the water before you begin towing riders.
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» Do Not pull a towable without a rider. A towable is designed to have a rider in
order to balance the weight distribution of the product
+ Be aware of water conditions along with changes in the weather. The condition

. of the water greatly influences the type of ride the rider will have. Please take intg

consideration the age and physica! ability of your rider.

« itis the boat/watercraft driver’s responsibility to instruct the riders how to ride a
towable. The boat/watercraft driver should carefully instruct the riders of poteniia!
risks and possible injury that may occur if they partake in careless behavior,

« At the beginning of the ride, carefully take the slack out of the tow rope. Never
jerk start a towable. After the rider has signaled that he/she is ready, the driver can
slowly bring the towable to a planing point.

* Most towables will plane out at 10 to 20 mph, depending on the weight of the
rider. It is important to keep the nose of the item up until the item Is planing.

¢ The resistance of the product varies widely with these factors: boat speed, turns,
water conditions, number of riders and their weight, towable size, shape and function.
The boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat speed to fit these situations 1o
minimize resistance of the towable.

* Use in wide, open spaces. Stay at least 100 yards from shallow water, shore,
rocks, boats, docks and buoys. Most accidents happen on turns and in congested
areas.

* The boat/watercraft driver determines the speed and the action of the towable in
turns and when crossing the boat/watercraft wake. In the straight-a-ways, the
boat/watercraft towing speed is the same as the towable speed. The towable
speed will increase when the boat/watercraft makes a 90 to 180 degrees turn
without increasing the boat/watercraft speed. If the boat/watercraft speed is 20
mph, the towable speed can be 30-40 mph. The “slingshot effect” sends the user
outward from the center of the towable. Be aware of the limitations of the rider.

« Large wakes combined with the wave action and speed can contribute to a
rough ride. Use a safe speed that enables the towable to plane out. The
boat/watercraft driver should adjust the boat/watercraft speed and turns to fit the
water conditions and the age, experience, skill and physical strength of the rider.

« Excessive speed or sharp turns might cause the tube to flip over abruptly, possibly
causing serious injury to the rider.

« If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph
until the towable is upright again.

« Under normal conditions, the maximum safe speed for adults is 20 mph. Safe
speeds for children are less than 15 mph, depending on the age and physical
capability of the child.

+ Please make sure your boat/watercraft is tow-worthy and has the appropriate
horsepower to pull rider(s) and the tow tube. Do not exceed the boat/watercraft
passenger capacity.

« Extreme drag forces can develop when pulling this tube. Please use towable in
calm water. Heavy waves or choppy conditions can create more drag or even result
in a submarine or anchor effect,

« Extreme drag forces may also result if: the rider(s) fall off, the tube noses in or
tips over and water fills cockpit/seating area. The boat/watercraft operator should
immediately slow or stop to eliminate this factor.

« Death or serious injury can result from the submarine or anchor effect causing
more extreme drag forces on the tow rope and/or tow paint. The tow rope might
have too much stress and either break and snap back at the rider(s) or other
occupants of the boat. It is the boat driver's responsibility to make sure this does
not occur.

. Do not exceed the weight guidelines of your boat. Do not allow passengers to
hang outside the boat or side on the gunwales (sides/edges of the boat) outside
the normal seating area of the boat. Uneven weight distribution or additional
weight may affect the handling of the boat. Never allow water to overflow the gun-
wales (sidesfedges of the boat) of the boat.

A WARNING! . BOAT OWNERS WITH HIGH TOWER AND PYLONS A

Tow/Ski towers are not designed for use with any inflatable tube towing.

« Use only lifting eyes/transoms or tournament-rated ski pylons for towing tubes.
« Consult your boat’s manufacturer if you are unsure of it’s tournament rating.

« Do not tow any inflatable from a ski eye.

+ Any tow pylon or ski pylon installed after market is not intended for inflatable
tube towing. :

o Death or serious injury may result if an unapproved ski/tow pylon is used.

‘A WARNING! SPOTTERS NOTICE: A"

« Always use a spotter (observer) in the boat to communicate the needs of the
rider to the driver.

» The spotter must be the eyes of the driver and the rider, always alert to recog-
nize possible danger so proper action can be taken to avoid any risk to the rider.
» If the towable overturns, the boat/watercraft driver should not exceed 5 mph
until the towable is upright again. )

* The spotter should hold up a safety flag cautioning all other boaters that riders
are in the water.

- A WARNING! RIDERS NOTICE: :A

* Do not use this items as a personal flotation device.

* Do not exceed the manufacturers recommended number of riders for your par-
ticular tube.

* Use a tow rope of at least 1500 Ibs average tensile strength for pulling a single
person, 2375 Ibs average tensile strength for puiling two people, 3350 lbs average
tensile strength for pulling three people and 4100 Ibs average tensile strength for
pulling four people on an inflatable tube. The tow rope should be at least 45 feet in
length but not to exceed 65 feet.

* Only use this product with a responsible hoat/watercraft operator who knows
how to effectively operate the equipment. .

* This product should be used in water only. Do not launch from dock or land.

* Do not use near piling, docks, shores or shallow water or other obstructions that
could cause serious injury to the rider.

M Om”ﬂ:_q instruct the other riders the proper way to attach rope and operate the
owable,

* DO NOT strap or attach arms or legs to cover or tube. Never place hands or
feet in between the tube or cover.

* This item has no braking or steering mechanism and can develop high speeds
under certain towing conditions. Use at your own risk!

* This product is not a life saving device.

* Take necessary breaks when you are tired.

* Never get near the propelier with the engine running, even if it is in neutral.
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GENERAL TROUBLE SHOOTING GUIDE:

Symptom: Product won't hold air. . .
Solution: Check to see that the valve is fastened properly. Re-fasten vaive if :mmn-

ed. Check to see if the product was inflated fully from the beginning. If you sus-

pect it wasn’t inflated fully, add more air. PVC Repair Adhesive is available from
Sportsstuff at www.sportsstuff.com or 888-814-8833 for small hole or seam repairs.

Symptom: Valve is leaking

Solution: Listen closely to hear if air is leaking. Be sure the valve and cap are
screwed in or fastened straight and are tight. Leakage can occur if the valve is not
fastened correctly.

Symptom: Product inflates but doesn’t become firm.

Solution: Please check to make sure it was inflated firmly with a high volume air
pump. If you are sure you inflated it properly, fully assess it for a leak or re-fasten
the valve. If a leak is detected, the bladder may be patched by using Sportsstuff
PVC Adhesive which can be purchased directly from Sportsstuff.

Symptom: Cover is very loose (Applies only to products with covers).

Solution: Please check to make sure that your product is inflated fully and the tube
is in place. The cover should fit snugly over the well-inflated tube. If the cover
remains loose, add more air. See also the INFLATION section of this manual.

WARRANTY POLICY:

Sportssiuff warrants, to the original purchaser only, that their high performance
products, when used for normal recreational purposes, are free from defects in
material and workmanship for a period of ninety (80) days from the date of pur-
chase. This warranty does NOT cover: products for rental, for hire and other uses
not considered for normal recreational purposes; nor punctures, cuts, abrasions in
normal use. For prompt parts replacement or warranty issues, contact Sportsstuff
directly at 888-814-8833. Replacement parts are shipped within 48 hours of notifi-
cation Monday through Friday. Do not return to your dealer (USA ONLY). This war-
ranty is only valid in the USA.

if you have any n:mm:o:m about any Sportsstuff, Inc. n_.on:nﬁ replacement parts or
locating a dealer in your area, contact us at:

Sportsstutf Inc.

11213 E Circle Suite A

Omaha, NE 68137

Toll Free: 888-814-8833

Tel: 402-592-9085

Fax: 402-592-1354

E-mail: customercare@sportsstuff.com

Warranty registration is available on-line at:http://www.sportsstuff.com

Prior authorization is required for returned merchandise. No credit will be given for
a product that is sent back without prior authorization from Sportsstuff, Inc. After
recelving an authorization number, please ship returned products to the following
address:

Sportsstuff, Inc. Return Center
11213 E Circle, Suite A

Omaha, NE 68137

(Please label package with RA #)

W -

s ]

WATERSPORTS RESPONSIBILITY CODE

Be aware that there are elements or risk in boating, skiing, and riding that common
sense and personal awareness can help reduce. Know your ability level and stay
within it.
To increase your enjoyment of the sport follow the "Watersports Responsibility Code”,
It is your responsibility to:
- Familiarize yourself with all applicable laws, the risks inherent in the sport, and
proper use of the equipment.
» Know the waterways where you will be skiing or riding. Do not ski or ride in
shallow water, near shore, docks, pilings swimmers or other watercraft.
« Always have a person other than the boat driver as an observer and agree on
hand signals before starting.
+ Always wear a U.S. Coast Guard Type lll (PFD) vest.
» Read your owner's manual and inspect your equipment prior to use.
» Ski or ride within your limits. Always ski or ride in control and at speeds
appropriate for your ability.,
+ Always turn ignition off when anyone is near smaaan power drive unit.
+ Carbon Monoxide (CO) paisoning trom engine exhaust may cause injury or
death. Never "Platform Drag" or touch a swim platform while the engine is
running.
* Not operate watercraft, ski or ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Water Sports Industry Association
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20207

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem.
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned people to share
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use it to
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems.

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to -
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need

the individual’s name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or
incident situation.

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow us to disclose
your name. If you request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that

request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the
document on the lines provided.

e

/o (I YES/ o NO
//T"'/_ e O o o .
57 ) Ly TJuby 15 202
(Signature) P (Datt) ~

”

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http:/www.cpsc.gov
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DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS:

Trent Gierstorf, Victim
* Val Gierstorf, Witness
1943 K Ave., Jefferson, IA 50129
(C) 515-370-8449, (H) 515-386-8922, tvgierst@netins.net

Initially contacted on 7/12/2006
On-site visit on 7/19/2006
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APPENDIX VII-D-7 MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE FORM

U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR MEDICAL RECORDS DISCLOSURE

This form authorizes release of information in accordance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountablllty i
Act, 45 C.F.R. Parts 160 and 164, 5 U.S.C. 552a, and 38 U.S.C. 5701 and 7332. 1 understand that my disclosure of
the information requested on this form is voluntary. 1 further understand that the Social Security Number will be
used to locate records for release and if not voluntarily furnished completely and accurately, the health or medical
facility will be unable to comply with the request.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: :

I request and authorize 7 & [/(]'iTv (name of
health or medical facility) to furnish the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission all
information and copies of any and all records you may have pertaining to (my case)(the case of)

Patient Name S ¢ (1(1; 4] L_O ERO (7
Relationship to you ‘Lfﬁ QIZH N
Patient Social Security Number L{ ,\,?C‘ - 62"’3‘%& 7

including, but not limited to, medical liistory, physical reports, laboratory reports and pathological slides,
and X-ray reports and films.

AUTHORIZATION: I certify that this request has been made freely, voluntarily and without coercion
and that the information given above is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand
that I will receive a copy of this form after I sign it. I may revoke this authorization, in writing, at any
time except to the extent that action has already been taken to comply with it. Written revocation is
effective upon receipt by the unit or office at the facility housing the records. Redisclosure of my medical
records by those receiving the above authorized information may be accomplished without my further

* written authorization and my records may no longer be protected. Without my express revocation, the
authorization wijll automatlcally expire: (1) upon satisfaction of the need for-disclosure; (2) on

(2 Z ﬁ[ / 'C'} é (date supplied by patient); or (3) under the following conditions:

/

7 7/ 2L 0k

_______ (BATE)/

__________ 1Z4, L/r*\(]///%

(SI(JI)fATURE OF}f PATIENT OR PRRSON AUTHORIZED TO SIGN FOR PATIENT)
/I {‘ . -
e 4

(WITNESS)
CPSC FORM NO 170




Doc No: 10670118A Issue: 41 07/10/2006
07/07/2006 13:01:12

Name = Trent Gierstorf

Address = 1932 K Ave

City = Jefferson

State = lowa

Zip = 50129

Email = tvgierst@netins.net
Telephone = 515 386 8922
Name of Victim = Trent Gierstorf
Victim's Address = 1932 K Ave
Victim's City = Jefferson
Victim's State = lowa

Victim's Zip = 50129

Victim's Telephone = 515 386 8922

Incident Description: | bought the Wego Kite tube in May. | watched the video several times, and | also read the
directions that came with the tube. | took
the tube out for the second time on 6/4/06. ‘ '

We started with the 45 foot rope that the recommend for beginners according to the video. | was only on the
tube a few minutes
when | started to see some of the safety problems. The first problem | saw that when the tube'goes into the takeoff
position ( lifts off the
water at a 45 degree angle) the rider can no longer see the boat and the boat can no longer see the rider. The tube is
ten foot across
and with the rider sitting on the very back of the tube, they are totally hidden. The second problem is that any
crosswind sends the tube
out of control. It will not land even and will flip over in mid flight.

"l was on the Wego Kite tube for about three minutes when | thought the tube was getting out of control. | tried

to signal the boat to
stop but they could not see or hear me. | tried to extend my body to get above the line of site of the tube, but this
made the tube fly even
higher. When the tube went up it flipped over and slammed me back to the water. It happened so fast that | do not
even know how. | hit-
the water. After a second in the water my left leg started to hurt. | ran my had down my leg and | was sure that my
led was broke at the
femur. | was taken by ambulance to the hospital. The hospital confirmed that | had a splral fracture of the left femur
(shattered from three
inches below the hip down to two inches above the knee). | had a rod and pins put in to stabilize the leg. I also
required 2 units of blood
the day after surgery and another 2 unit’s the next day. After eight days in the hospital | was released . The Doctor
said that my
recovery will take about four months.

In my opinion this tube is dangerous and should not be sold. There is no way to control the tube when it
leaves the water. The
second concern is the communication between the boat and the person on the tube.

Thank You,
Trent Gierstorf

Victim's age at time of incident = 31

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 6/4/06

Product involved = Wego Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportssuff
Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product invoived still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
Date product purchased = 5/12/06
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1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID
060710HBB2674 8156 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY : REPORT
840 2006 07 04 2006 07 12
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 029808

The 40 year old male victim was riding a kite tube on a lake pulled by a 21' boat powered by a 351 HP inboard
engine. He was riding at about 15" when a wind gust pushed the kite tube up to about 25/30". The kite tube nose
dived into the water. The victim was rescued and he was taken to the hospital and treated for a perforated right ear
drum. :

oo 0 1 [1E]077

. OVERRULED; — ATTACHED
e EXCISIONSIFOIA EXS. ot
Revisions
¥/ DONOTRENOTFY RERORFY

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State
9+ SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE WILMAR : MN

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name "10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa SPORTSSTUFF WEGO 53-5000

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSTUFF, INC.
11213 E. Circle Suite A

Omaha, NE
11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number
0 NONE NONE
11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE
12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposit'ion 15. Injury Diagnosis
40 1-Male 1 - Injured, not Hosp. 63 - Puncture
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent . 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved (Operational / Travel)
94 - EAR 1 - Victim/Complainant 3 - Other R 14 / 4
20. Attachment(s) - 21. Case Source 22. Sample Collection Number
23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)
O Yes O No @ Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
07/26/2006 8929 ' Frank J. Nava
27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number
Topka, Tanya L.; Blasius, Dennis R. X0670097A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029
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SUMMARY

The product involved in this incident is a 10’ diameter
flying kite tube. It is similar to inner tubes that are
designed to be towed behind a motorized boat on the water.
With this inflatable device you can pull up on the front of
the kite tube and it becomes airborne as it is being
pulled.

The brother-in-law of the 40 year old victim (180 lbs) is a
deputy sheriff. On 7-3-2006 he went into a sporting goods
store with his brother with the intention of buying a
towable inner tube. They were going-up to their mother’s
house which is on Eagle Lake north of Wilmar, MN. While in
the store there was a video tape playing and promoting the
“Wego” kite tube. He said the video tape really made
riding the kite tube look like a lot of fun so they decided
to buy one.

They brought it home that day and they watched the enclosed
DVD. They watched the DVD because they wanted to learn how
to ride or operate the kite tube. They wanted to know how
to get the kite tube airborne and maneuver it. They

didn’t read the owners manual or any other written
instructions or warnings that came with it.

They went out to their mother’s house for the holiday and
some fun on the water. They used the kite tube several
times without any problems on the first day.

The next day (7-4-2006) they decided to use the kite tube
once again. The temperature was around 85 degrees F and
" there was moderate wind estimated at between 7/14 MPH.

The boat they were using was a 21’ 1993 inboard fiberglass
motorboat. It was powered by a 351 Ford engine. It was
owned by the brother of respondent.

They used trial and error figuring out how to ride the kite
tube. They used the tow rope that was provided with it.
They used it at the 65’ length. They found that you have
to be traveling between 25/30 MPH to get the rider up in
the air. You also have to be traveling against the wind.
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He said during the course of the day four of the family
members had used the kite tube with different degrees of
success.

His wife used it and never got it off the water. She rode
it around the lake similar to a normal towable inner tube.
The respondent and his brother both weigh about 250 lbs.

He said when they rode the kite tube it would bounce up and
down off the water. He said it was similar to a frog hopping
up and down. They never got more than 6/7’ off the water.
His brother was riding it once and never got more than a
couple feet off the water. He got thrown off the kite tube
and sustained a bruise to his arm. The injury wasn’'t
serious and he didn’t require any professional medical
attention.

He said his brother-in-law doesn’t weigh as much as he
estimated his weight at about 180 lbs. He was able to get
a little higher while riding the kite tube.

He said at the time of the accident his brother-in-law was
riding the kite tube. They were going across the lake at

about 30 MPH and he was riding at about 7’. Near the end
of the ride when they were nearing the end of the lake the
kite tube went up to about 15/20’. They were nearing the

end of the run and started to slow down to lower the kite
tube. He said they hit a wind gust which pushed up the
kite tube to about 25/30’. The kite tube turned and did a
nose dive to the water.

The rider held onto the kite tube as it hit the water.

When they looked back the victim wasg laying face first in
the water. He was wearing a PFD. They quickly turned
around and drove back to the victim. He dove into the
water and pulled him into the boat. He was still
unconscious so they unhocked the kite tube, called 9-1-1 on
their cell phone and headed to shore.

While on the way to shore the victim regained consciousness
and started to spit out water. He guessed that the victim
was out about 30 seconds. When they arrived on shore the
paramedics had arrived and checked over the victim. He was
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starting to feel better and told the paramedics he didn’'t

need to go to the hospital. Later that day he complained

of water in the ear and his wife took him into the ER. He
was diagnosed with a perforated ear drum.

The respondent said once you get the kite tube up in the
air you-are at the hands of driver of the boat. He said
while you are close to the water you can maneuver the kite
tube by shifting your weight with your feet. and pulling on
the handles and rope. However, once you are airborne the
boat controls the kite tube. He said once you get up you
can’t see the boat anymore. There is a plastic window, but
you can’'t see through it. He had a hard time figuring out
how high the kite tube was flying while he was on it. He
said hand signals wouldn’t work as no one would see them.

I spoke with the 40 year old victim. He said the kite tube,.

was purchased by the respondent’s brother. He had never
been on a kite tube until the day of the accident. He
hadn’t looked at any training DVD’s or the owners manual.
His brother-in-law briefly told him what he had to do to
ride the kite tube.

He said the first time he rode the kite tube he had no
problems. He was pulled across the lake at about 30 MPH
behind the boat and he went up and down in the air. He
guessed that he might have reached a height of about
10/15’. The longest ride in the air was about 15 seconds.

He said during the second ride he was able to get the kite
tube off the water easier. He said the last thing he
remembers was being up in the air about 15’ and the kite
tube shooting up higher in the air and the nose turning
over towards the water. The last thing he remembers was
the kite tube nose diving towards the water.

The next thing he remembers was sitting on the dock and the
paramedics were examining him. He told the paramedics that
he was feeling better and they could leave. However, later
he started his head continued to ring and he had a
headache. His wife took him to the hospital and he was
treated for a perforated right eardrum. He is still
experiencing soreness in his right shoulder and neck from
his injuries.
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He said that once you are in the air riding the kite tube
you have no control over it. You are controlled by the
speed of the boat and wind. Once in the air he couldn’t
see the boat or boat operators because of the angle'of the
kite tube. He said there was a plastic window that you
couldn’t see through.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

The product involved in this incident is a 10’ diameter
flying inner tube. It has two heavy duty bladders that are
covered by a nylon skin cover. There are two built in
slots for the rider’s feet and 8 padded handles. There is
a rope with easy grip sponge balls attached to the front
for pulling up the front during use.

The suspect kite tube was purchased on 7-3-2006 from:

Shields Sporting Goods Store
St. Cloud, MN ’

‘It wag identified as a “Wego” kite tube Model# 53-5000. It
is distributed by:

Spportsstuff, Inc.
11213 E. Circle Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137

The suspect kite tube had been returned to the dealer so no
photographs were available.

The boat used during the incident is a 1993 21’ open
motorboat with a fiberglass hull. It is powered by an

inboard Ford 351 engine.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Minnesota DNR Report
2. Contact List



State Use Only STATE OF MINNESOTA Caounty Complaint No.
5607 TONBE2673 WATERCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 06019380
Attachmenti #1 This form must be submitted whenever a watercraft accident results in:

1. Loss of Life

2. Injury beyond First Aid.

3. Property Damage of $2000 or more.

PLEASE TYPE CR PRINT. COMPLETE ALL BLOCKS (/INDICATE THOSE NOT APPLICABLE BY "NA")

o DATE OF ACCIDENT TIME NAME OF BODY OF WATER 1 BJ LAKE 2 [JRIVER 3[] POND/DITCH
o 8| 7/412006- 04:45 (1AM IPM Eagle Lake 4 [] OTHER (Specify)
E S TOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND (Glve Location Precisely) NEAREST TOWN/CITY COUNTY
7 "1 NW comer about 300 yard from shore. Out from old Tom Thumb. Willmar Kandiyohi
OPERATOR (Last, First Middle) OPERATOR'S DATE OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE
Redmond, Brian Mark - OF BIRTH (check one from each type)
ADDRESS:; - 512011974 This Type of Boat Other Types of Boats
5635 Hwy 71 NE 1] Under 20 hours 1 [J Under 20 hours
CITY: Willmar STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 OPERATOR'S AGE 2] 20to 100 hours. 2 [J 20 to 100 hours
TELEPHONE: HOME 3202310964 WORK __ 3[]100to 500 hours 3 [X) 100 to 500 hours
. 32 4] Over 500 hours 4 [} Over 500 hours
5 [] Unknown 5 [J Unknown
- WAS BOAT RENTED OPERATOR'S FORMAL INSTRUCTION N
o« OWNER: (Last, First Middle) -BOATING SAFETY (Check All that Apply)
ij | Bedmond, Gregory James ClJyEs ®NO 1 [] State 5 BJ None
o | ADDRESS: Permit Number 6 [] Unknown
= | 5636 Hwy 71 NE NO. OF PERSONS 2 [J USCG Auxifiary 7 [ Other (Specify)
5 CITY: Willmar STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 ON BOARD 3 [ U.S. Power Squadrons
= | TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 3 4 [ American Red Cross
- BOAT NUMBER (State & Number) | BOAT MAKE BOAT MODEL MFG HULL IDENTIFICATION NO. | BOAT NAME
L MN 3197 GP Ski Centurion Trutrac FINA1664..889 N/A
E TYPE OF BOAT (Check One) HULL MATERIAL ENGINE (check one) BOAT DATA (Propulsion) BOAT DATA {Construction)
1 ] Open Motorboat 9 [[] Othar | 1 [ Aluminum 1 [J Qutboard :
- Q | 2 [ cabin Motorboat 2 [ Fiberglass 2 [ Inboard-Outdrive | Number of Engines ange Ltength 21 Feet
X | 3 [J Auxiliary Sail (plastic) 3 [ Inboard gasoine
L’E 4[] Sail (Only) 3 [0 wood 4 ([ Inboard diesel Make of Engine(s) Ford 351 0 Inches
< |5 [ Rowboat (non-motorized) 4 ] Steel 5 [ Water Jet
; 6 [J Ccanoe 5 1 Rubber (Vinyl) | 6 [] None Horsepower (total) unknown Year Built 1993
: 7 [] Personal Watercraft (jet ski) 6 [1 Other (Specify) | 7 ] Other (Specify) (Boat)
8 [.] Pontoon Year Built (Engine) 1993
PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES If Worn, What Type - FIRE EXTINGUISHERS LIGHTS (Answer All Questions)
{Answer All Questions) : :
Yes No ' Yes No NA Yes No NA
[] Was boat adequately equipped with  [J1 (11t K i 6 O O were approved fire O O B2 was boat equipped with required
CG Approved Lifesaving Devices extinguishers used lights (If operating after sunset}
K [0 Were PFD's Accessible OwvQOv {Check YesorNoonly | [0 [0 [ Were lights used
B [ Were PFD's Used if there was a fire) (If operating after sunset)
OPERATOR (Last, First Middle) OPERATOR’S DATE OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE
e OF BIRTH (check cne from each type)
ADDRESS: - This Type of Boat Other Types of Boats
1) Under 20 hours 1 [J Under 20 hours
CITY: STATE: __ ZIP CODE: OPERATOR'S AGE 2[J20to 100 hours 2 [ 20 to 100 hours
TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 3[1100to 500 hours 3 [] 100 to 500 hours
: 4 [} Over 500 hours 4 [J Over 500 hours
5 [1 Unknown 5 [J Unknown
WAS BOAT RENTED OPERATOR'S FORMAL INSTRUCTION IN
OWNER: {Last, First Middle) BOATING SAFETY (Check All that Apply)
e O YeEs [INO 1 [] State 5[] None
o~ | ADDRESS: : Permit Number 6 [] Unknown
i NO. OF PERSONS 2 [JUSCG Auxiliary 7 [ Other (Specify)
B | CITY: _____ STATE: _ZIPCODE: ______ ON BOARD 3 [ U.S. Power Squadrons -
Z | TELEPHONE: HOME ___ WORK ___ 4[] American Red Cross
E BOAT NUMBER (State & Number) | BOAT MAKE BOAT MODEL MFG HULL IDENTIFICATION NO. | BOAT NAME
g TYPE OF BOAT (Check One) HULL MATERSAL ENGINE (check one) BOAT DATA (Propulsion) BOAT DATA (Construction)
2 110 open Motorboat 8 [ Other | 1 [ Aluminum 1 [ Outboard
w2 [J Cabin Motorboat 2 [ Fiberglass 2] Inboard-Outdrive | Number of Engines Length Feet
< 3 7] Auxliary Sail {plastic) 3 [J Inboard gasoline i
S | 4 sail (Only) 3 [ Wood 4 [] Inboard digsel Make of Engine(s) tnches
5 [ Rowboat (non-motorized) 4[] Steel 5[] Water Jet
6 [] Canos § [J Rubber (Vinyl) | 6 ] None Horsepower (total) Year Buitt
7 [ Personal Watercraft (jet ski} 6 (1 Other (Specify) | 7 [1 Other (Specify) . (Boat)
8 [ Pontoon Year Built (Engins)
PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES tf Wom, What Type FIRE EXTINGUISHERS LIGHTS (Answer All Questions)
(Answer All Questions) '
Yes No ) Yes No NA Yes No NA
[0 [JWas boat adequately equipped with 11 31t I O O [ wWere approved fire O O [ Was boat equipped with required
CG Approved Lifesaving Devices extinguishers used lights {If operating after sunset)
) [ Were PFD’s Accessible OwvQgv {Check YesorNoonly | [0 [1 [0 Were lights used
M M Wera PEN's | lsad if thare wag a fira) (If nnarating aftar einsat)



OPERATON AT TIME OF ACCIDENT WHAT IN YOUR OPINION CAUSED THE ACCIDENT OPERATORS CONDITION WEATHER-
( Checkzaﬂ that apply for each Watercraft) (Check All That Apply) (Check for each operator) (Céeck One Only)
1 . 1 2 1 Clear

1 [d O Fishing 1 [0 Weather Conditions 6 [J Improper {Loading) 1 0 [O Had Been Drinking 2 [ Cloudy

20 [ Cruising 2 [] Excessive Speed 7 (] Hazardous Waters 2 [J [ Had not been drinking | 3 [] Fog

3 [J Anchered 3 [[] No Proper Lookout 8 [ Fautt of Equipment 30 O Unknown' 4[] Rain

4 O 0O Drifting 4 [] Overloading 9 [ Other (Spedify) 4[] O Other 5[] Snow
=2 | 5 L] Approaching or Leaving Dock 5 [ Alcohol 7 Drug Use Hazardous watertoy | 1) 0. BAC 2) 0. BAC 60 :
Ol sO [J Tied to Dock WATER CONDITIONS Temperatures WIND VISIBILITY
.: 70 O0On Boat Lift 1 BQ Calm (Waves less than 67) 1 [1 None DAY NIGHT
a | 80 [0 Fueling B 2 [ Choppy (Waves 6" to 2) Air 85 °F 2 [ Light (O to 6 mph) 1 Good [11
o 9k [} Water Sports (Skiing etc.) 3 [ Rough (Waves 2’ to 6") 3 B Moderate (7to 14mph) |} 2[] Fair [32
O 1 (1)'1__:_]1 B é‘eox_mngT a Br:ja:) Another Boat g [D] gtery chjgh (C:reater than &) | Water 70 °F 4 B Strong ((;veS}o 25 mph) 30 Poor {13
n ing Towed by Another Boa rong Curren 5 L] Storm (Over 25 mph)
wi | 120 O Racing DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENED
0 13[0J [0 Hunting {Sequenice of evants. tnclude failure of equipment. If disgram is needed aitach separately. Cantinue on additional sheets if necessary.
- 14(] [ Scuba Diving or Swimming Include any information r:guamr!,r;g the involvement of alcoho! and / or drugs in causing or contributing te the accident. Include any

Oth : des‘criptive information about e use of PFD's.}

. = 1500 L] Other (Specify) This boat was pulling a Kite Tube. While pulling the kite the operator of the boat noticed that it was getting too
g PRIMARY CAUSE OF ACCIDENT high, so he slowed the boat. Witnesses estimated the kite tube was approximately 15 feet above the water.
— (Check one Only) When the boat slowed the kite tube dove inte the water. The victim was seen floating face down in the water.
O | 10Falls p_verboard 9 [ Coltision with | The witness jumped in, turned him over, and lifted him into the boat. The victim was unconscious for an
Q | 2 [ capsizing fixed object | estimated 30 seconds. The victim refused transport by the ambulance, however was fater taken to the
< |3 B gl’ou(;lding mEJﬂCo(lision with | emergency room by his wife. He learned that he had a perforated ear drum. The victim was wearing a PFD.

4 ooding oating object
5 [} Sinking 11 Falls in Boat
6 [] Fire or Explosion 12[C] Hit by boat
(Fuel) Propeller
7 O Fire or Explosion 13 B Gther
(Other than fusl) Fell off kite
8 [] Collision with watercraft
[J Ceceased X Injured DATE OF BIRTH | LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND | WAS VICTIM (Check thaf Apply)
NAME (Last, First Middle) 10-02-65 same as accident 1 [] Swimmer .
Eckhoff, Kevin Jerome DATE AND TIME OF RECOVERY MEDICAL TREATMENT | 2 [J Non-Swimmer
a ADDRESS: 7/14/2006 445 MNAaM KAPM | K Yes & No 3 X Wearing a PFD
- [ 2834 Co Rd 40 NE B NATURE OF INJURY knocked unconscious and perforated 4 [] Not Wearing a PFD
g CITY: New London STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56273 | [0 DEATH CAUSED BY ear drum. 5 [J Unknown
5 EAh[/)leEofI?setdF {:hlﬂg(jjl;rc)ed DATE OF BIRTH | LOCATION WHERE VICTIMWAS FOUND | WAS VICTIM (Check that Apply)
O ast, Firs e : 1 ] Swimmer '
> DATE AND TIME OF RECOVERY MEDICAL TREATMENT | 2 [ Non-Swimmer
ADDRESS: OJAM TIPM | [ Yes O No 3 [[1 Wearing a PFD
—_— 1 NATURE OF INJURY 4 1 Not Wearing a PFD
CITY: STATE: __ZIP CODE: ______ [[) DEATH CAUSED BY 5 [ Unknown
w ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE OTHER PROPERTY OWNER
o Wat W $0 0 NAME (Last, First Middle)
g atercra 0 )
= | Watercraft2 $_ ADDRESS:
g Other Property $
Total $0 CITY: STATE: __ ZIP CODE:
» WITNESS 1 WITNESS 2
Y] NAME (Last, First Middle) NAME (Last, First Middle)
17) Redmeond, Bradley Daryt
7, ADDRES%‘: ADDRESS:
t | 716 NW B St -_
2 | crry: Willmar STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 CITY: STATE: __ ZIP CODE:
b= | TELEPHONE: HOME WORK TELEPHONE: HOME WORK
; LOCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT LOCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT
in the boat that was puliing the kite tube.
REPORTED Bj( ' DEPARTMENT RECEIVED BY DATE AND TIME RECEIVED DATE SUBMITTED
NAME (Last, First Middle)} Kandiyohi County Sheriffs 71472006 4:48 [JAM X
t Neumann, Todd Gary Office . PM :
ADDRE%S: ACTIONS TAKEN BY INVESTIGATOR
= | 2201 23‘ StNE . Gathered information and completed watercraft accident report. Advised operators about
= | CITY: Willmar STATE: MN ZIP CODE: 56201 infromation received about other accidents and safety concerns.
O | TELEPHONE: HOME WORK 320-214-6700
O [ARRESTS OR WARNINGS (Last, First Middie) Statute Number Ticket Number INVESTIGATOR'S SIGNATURE
NAME: # # .
NAME: # T #
NAME OF REVIEWING CFFICE DATE RECEIVED REVIEWED BY
‘,'_-' Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
<« | Reports should be forwarded to: BOAT AND WATER SAFETY, MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES , 500 LAYFAYETTE RD,
5 ST PAUL, MN 551554046 . )

060710HBB2674
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060710HBB2674  |Attachment#2

Contact List

Kandiyohi County Sheriffs Department
Todd Neéwman

Wilmar, MN

320~214-6700

Brad Redmond
Brother-in-law
Wilmar, MN
320-231-0964

Kevin Eckhoff -
Victim

New London, MN
320-354-0022



POl

WAIERKUKAR | NUMBEK 1

X0670097  7/7/2006 Issue 40 Jul 7 2006 14:30
Sgie s Oy S & STATE OF MINNESOTA County Comptaint No.
«\i e WATERCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT g6{15389
This form must be submitted whenever g watercrafl zccident results’ing
. 1. Loss of Life 2. Injury beyond First Aid. 3. Property Damage of 32000 or more.
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT. COMPLETE ALL BLOCKSI{INDICATE THOSE NOT APPLICABLE BY NA ")
& DATE OF ACCIDENT TiME f‘l&iﬂE QF BODY OF WATER 1 LAXE 2T RIVER 31 PONDIDITOM
i e e G543 [am [@eu OiiETRe &[] OTHER (Specily) 1855
g LOCATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND {Gwe Locatiogn P:g::sety} MNEAREST TOQV}’N{CLIY COUNTY e
- T wicomenaboul 300 yardiromishors OittomoldTemdhoimbs Willst Raraysk.
OPERATOR {(Last, Firsi Middie) OPERATOR'S DATE OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE
Redmchd, Brigh Mafk OF BIRTH {check ong fram each type)
ADDRESS: EXple Tev i This Type of Boat QOwer Types of Boats
5835 RO TINE 1 Under 20 howrs 1] Under 20 hours
CITY; Widmisr STATE: 1N 2IP CODE: 56963 OFERATOR'S AGE 2320w 100 hours 2 0 20 10 100 biours
TELEPHONE: HOME 0207330865 WORK e ' " 301100t0 500 hours 3 BF 100 to 500 howrs
32 4 [® Over 500 hours 4 ] Over 500 bours
.} 5[ Unknown 5 [ Unknoan
WAS BOAT RENTED OPERATOR'S FORMAL INSTRUCTION i
OWNER: (Last, Firs) mdd:e) . BOATING SAFETY (Check All that Appty)
A0, Gropsty 1ames I YES R NO 1 [ State gl 5 (X} None
: i Permit vurmber . 8 [] Unknown
A5 NG, OF PERSONS 2 USCG Auxiiary 7] Other (Specity) -
CITY: Wil STATE: Bl 21 ccve_w ON BOARD 3{] U.S. Power Squadrons . Bl
TELEPHONE: HOME 5 WORK 25508 . 4 [ American Red Cross
BOAT NUMBPER (smm & Number} | BOAT MAKE BOAT MODEL MFG HULL IDENTIFICATION NO. | BOAT NAME__
MNSSTGH SERCARIER, - pHIRAREIRALY o
TYPE OF BOAT (Check One) MULL MATERIAL ENGINE (check one) BOAY DATA (Proputsion) BOAT DATA (Canstruction)
1 ) Opan Motorboat 9 [ Other | 1 [J Aluminum 1 3 Outboard § .
2 D Cabin Motcrboat  S3E5R 2 B3 Fiberglass 2 D tnboard-Outdrive | Numbor of Englnes E4 tength 23 Feet
3 {71 AuxiBary Sal {plastic) 3 ] Inboard gasolu‘e
4 {7} Sail {Ondy) 3 [ wood 4 D Inboard dieset Make of Enginals} O inches
5 [} Rowooat (non-motorized) 4 ] Steel 5[] Water Jet , .
6 [ Cance 5 ) Rubbor (Vinyly | 6 [J None Horsepower {lotal} year guiti 1353
7 [ Personal Watercralt (el ski) 6] Other {Specity) | 7 L] Other (Spealy) . ) (Boat)
8 {7} Pontoon FHE sz Year Buill fEnding .
" PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES iFWorn, What Typa FIRE EXTINGUISHERS LIGHTS {Ansvrer All Questions)
{Answer Al Queshions) . )
Yes No ' Yes o, NA Yc.. No NA
[} was bost adequately equippedwith  [J1 T i B in B [0 O were approved fire (BN ‘Was boat equmped with ‘&qwxgd
CG Approved Lifesaving Davices extinguishers ysed lights {if operaiing after sunsel}
B [ Were PFDYs Accrssible Ow 3V {Check Yes or Noorty | 10 [0 (B Were fighls used
] Were PFD's Used if there was & fire) - {H operating sfter sunsed)
i . R
O?ERATOR {Last, First Middte) OPERATOR'S DATE OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE
i OF BIRTH {check one from each wpe)
ADDRESS & This Type ofBoat - Cther Types of Brals
. 18] Under 20 hours 1 [ Under 20 hours
T e L STATE: 5 ZkP CODE: i OPERATOR'S AGE 2{]20% 100 hours ‘2[J20t0 100 hours
TELEPHONE: HOME Fiins WORK s . 3] 10010 500 hours 3 (J 100 1o 500 hours
em 4 [} Over 500 hiours 4 [ Over 500 hours
5 1 Unkinown 5[] Unknown
‘ WAS BOAT RENTED OPERATOR'S FORMAL INSTRUCTION IN
QWNER: {Last, t ijdle) H DOATING SAFETY {Chack All that Apply)
Lot e ,.m YES .QONO 1 (0 State 32D 5[0 None
b K Peantt Rumber 6 [ Unknown
x be 73 NO., OF PERSONS 2 [ USCG Awmdliary 7 (3 Other (Spect
¢ | CAY: 58 sTATE: & zIP CODE: i ON BOARD 30 U.S. Power Squadrens . FHEES
I | TELEPHONE: HOME 2555 WORK Bas HEE 4 [ American Red Cross
BOAT NUWBER (atam & Number} | BOAT MAKE A0AT MODEL MEG HULL tD{:NTlFtCATION ND, | BOAT NAME
s ” F L)
TYF“C OF BOAT (Cnack Ona} - MULL MA%ESAL ENGINE ( (check one} BOAT DATA (Prcpulsmn) ; BOAT DATA {Construction)
1 {] Open Motorboat & Other 1 1 Aluminum s {3 Outboard | . ’ <
2 ] Cabin Molerboat 2 [ Fiberglass 2 £ wboard-Ouldrve | Number of Engines Forin Length Fest
3 [} Auxiliary Sall {plastic) 3 [ Inboard pasoline .
4 {] Sait Onty) 3] Woed 4 {1 tnboard dieset Maks of Engine(s) EEEH Inches
5 [ Rowboat {non-motodzed) 4.[] Steet 5 {1 water Jet -
& L] Cancs s ] Rubber (Vinyl} | 6 [] None Horsepaver (total) F9R88 Year Bult 9
7 (] Parsonal Waterorht (et ki) | 6 O3 Other (Speatyy | 7 [ Other {Specty) ' {Boal)
8 {1 Ponioon . Year Bull (Engine) FERL
¢ R RBOMAL F—‘LO'TA‘T‘ION DEVICLS If Worn, What Type FiRﬂ ﬂx’fuNGU\&HEF\a TOURIGHT S (Angwer AR Questions}
(Anzwer Al Questions) ’ ) ’ - ‘
Yes No i Yes -No NA Yos No NA
{3 {3 was bost adequately equipped with ~ [J1 30 it 3 [ 13 were approved fire 0 0O O wasbeat equmoed with tequired
CG Approved Lilesaving Devices . . extinguishers used fights {if operating after sunsef} -
{21 O Were PFO's Accessidle Ow gv | (Check Yes ar Noarty | {0 [0 [0 were fights used
D f] Were PFD™ 5 Used i ifthere was g firg) { operahng afier sunaet)

Page 1



Jul 72006 14:31 P 02
- !
| . . .. :
™o " i
CRERATON AT TiME OF ACCIDENT WHAT 1N YOUR OPINION CAUSED THE ACCIDENT OFERATORS COMDITION | | WEATHER
{Check 51 that apply for sach Walercraft) {Check AR That Appiy) (Cneck for each cperalor) (Check One Only)
1 2 . . : : i S 1B Clear
1 [ {Z] Fishing + O Weather Condiliens 6 [Jilmproper {Loadig) 10 D Had Been Drinking 2 ] Cloudy
203 O Cruising 2 [0 Excessive Speed 7 O Hazardous Waters | 20} T Had not been drinking | 300 Fog
3 8 8 Anchored 3 8 No Preper Lookout 8 l= Fault of Equspmenl 3 g g {)nknaev%‘ﬁ 4 8 Rain
4 Orifling. 4 [} Overteading e R 18 4 Gther 501 Snow
= | 5[] O Approaching or Leaving Dock 1.5 [J Alcoho! / Drug Use ¥ 1} DHEBAC 2) 0EEBAC [1n)
o | 8] O Tied to Dock WATER CONOTIONS Temperamm WiND T bOVISIBILTY
o 70 O OnBeat Lift 1 30 Calm (Waves less than &7 1 Neone DAY NIGHT
n | 81 [ Fueling 2 {7 Choppy (Waves 6" 10 27 Alr 8 °F 2 [ Light {0 to 6 mphy) tH Good [J1
& 90 [0 water Sports (SKiing etc.) 3 [ Rough (Wavis 2 10 67 . I3[ Moderaie (Tlotdmpny | 200 Far [J2
O 10[8 8 Towing a Boat 4 IE:JJ Very Rough (Greates than 6} | water 78 °F 4 [T} Strong (16 to 25 mph) 3 0 Peor I3
13 Being Towed by Ancther Boat 5[] Strong Cumant 5 [ Stoern~{Over 25 mph)
o 1 1200 O Racing DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENED ' 5
o3 1301 (O Hunting {Sequence of everts. chude failure of equipment, ddiageam is nseded atlach segnmigly, Coatinus on additions! sheets If necessary.
1407 {7 Scuba Diving or 5 '-«nmmg rn:ﬁudu an-j irformaticn regavding tha inwglvment of atzobol and [ ar drags in Canging g comtritnting to e 1ct:¥dcm wciute any
[ 1501 T Other (Specify) BEiE e informalion about e use of PFD's) e
=z = mﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂn "3RIl Topa W il RS K 1K op
Wi I PRIMARY CAUSE OF AGCIDENT A %‘fe’é,g%k “’%‘!’cfé
al fChack one Orly) EpLALEl ORE IO
O | 103 Feis Overvoard § (1 Catlision with {5r S THean
Q) | 2] Cepsizing fixed objact Shiseui 3
< Grounding 10} Cotlision with AEABEATAL
4 ] Floading fisating object
5 [ Sinking 110 Falls in Boat
§ [T} Fire or Explesion 121 Hit by baat
(Fuel) Propaiier
7 [} Fire or Explosion 13 [ Other
~_ (Other than fusl) FeliohRE
8 ] Caollision with watercrafl -
: 1
[JDeceased PG Injured DATE EQF BIRTH )CATION WHERE VICTIM WAS FOUND W{:\JS VICTIM (Choek thal Apply}
NAME (Last, First Middte) : ? e 1 L] Swimmer,
Eckhofi, Kevih Jefcetia DATE _AND TREOF ¢ RECOVERY 2 {7 Non-Swirnmer
@ | ADDRESS: B Bt a@_} 3 [ Wearing 3 PFD
<5 | PSR YANINE NATURE OF NJUR 4T Not Weaﬁng a.PFD
& | oy: Newtonosn STATE: M ZIP CODE: @m 1 DEATH CAUSED BY 5 {1 Unknown,
= [ Deceased L igured WA.S VICTIM (Chetk maprpiyJ
0 | NAME {Last, First Muﬁdle} 1] Swimmer,
o L T A MEDICAL TREATMENT | 2 [] Non-Swirpmer
Aﬁogess. {1ves N 3 ] Wearing a PFD
e o . o 4 [J NotWaaring a PFD
SITY: 27 STATE: ! ZIP CODE: B e s Unknown;
] i
W ESTIMATE OF DAMAGE DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGE . OTHER PROPERTY OWNER
o |- . ! NAME (Last, First Mirfdle) i
& | watercaftt 88 : e e !
5‘ Watercraft 2§ : ADDRESS: "
Other Property § e ‘
Q Total  $D CITY: Bome STATE: | 1 ZIP CODE: B3
WITNESS 1 WITNESS 32 ;
{ﬁ gﬁ“ﬁgainfsé F(‘g;‘ “gdd‘e) NAME (Last, Firsi Middle) .
et EdEy agﬁ E%fﬁ' : i
@ ;og%r; 5’, S8: wg;c 55 3
TRE : .
2 | CiTY: ..W_M? STATE: _1&219 CODE: Bz CITY: 7S STATE: 8 2/P CODE: m_
= | TELEPHONE: HOME ) 'WORK FEE | TELEPHONE, HOME Sl WORK Hirtded
g LOCATION AT TIME OF ACC!DENT f(éi_'OCATION AT TIME OF ACCIDEMT

L s A e S A S

i

4

DATE AND TIME RECEIVED,

H

REPORTED BY DEPARTMENT R:CEWED BY BATE SUBIITTED
NAME (Last, First Middle) S i B CAM . N
2 ST S ‘
:3: T“t[if' : g ¥ él‘ it gﬂgﬁ’ﬁgfam Wznn
2 | CITY: Wimar STATE: B ZiP CODE: ﬁgggm [ ame e hguf;(’f! o A
O TELEPHONE. HOME & ORK 20535067 T X,@%ﬁf s
O [TARRESTS OR wmmmc;s (Lssf Flrsl Lidote] Statule Number i Tcke.  Number | INVESTIGATOR'S GIGNATURE
gz Lo Bt .
R | e e
WAME OF REVIEWING OFFICE DATE RECENED REVIEWED BY
}_{f Minnesola Department of Naturat Resources - ;
| Reports should be forwaraes to: BOAT AND WATER SAFETY, MINNESOTA GEPARTMENT or— MTU’?AL RESOURCES , 500 LAY"F"AY'E' TTERD.
'c_t; ST PAUL, MN 551 554046
)

i

Page 2



‘The preceding form did not scan well and the narrative on page two in response to
“Describe What Happened” is difficult to read because of the dark background. Here is a
transcription of that narrative:

This boat was pulling a Kite Tube. While pulling the kite the operator of the boat noticed
that it was getting too high, so he slowed the boat. Witnesses estimated the kite tube was
approximately 15 feet above the water. When the boat slowed the kite tube dove into the
water. The victim was seen floating face down in the water. The witness jumped in,
turned him over, and lifted him into the boat. The victim was unconscious for an
estimated 30 seconds. The victim refused transport by the ambulance, however was later
taken to the emergency room by his wife. He leamned that he had a perforated ear drum.
The victim was wearing a PFD.



Kite tube is recalled; Minnesotans among the injured . : Page 1 of 2

DuluthNewsTribunecom

Kite tube is recalled; Minnesotans among the injured

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS - A Nebraska company voluntarily recalled 19,000 inflatable kite tubes that go airborne when towed by
a boat after two people were killed and several riders were injured, including at least five Minnesotans.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission asked consumers to stop using kite tubes, which*are sold for $500 to
$600 by Sportsstuff Inc. The recall covers all the kite tubes sold by the company, the commission said.

A Milwaukee man died while using the kite in northern Wisconsin on Little St. Germain Lake in Vilas County and two
other deaths occurred in Texas and southwestern Ontario.

The recall was announced last week after 39 national accident reports detailed riders suffered injuries such as a broken
neck, punctured lung, cracked ribs, a concussion and other chest, back and facial injuries.

"We don't know what caused the accidents," said Michael Beckelman, a company attorney, adding that the company is
cooperating with the investigation to find out what action is necessary.

Although it's not clear how many were sold in Minnesota, 19-year-old Travis Kladivo of Tower was one of the
Minnesotans injured, suffering a ruptured aorta and two collapsed lungs.

Kladivo had ridden the kite tube many times before and knew the danger of trusting his body to the 10-foot-wide device
being pulled by a boat traveling up to 30 miles per hour.

"The feeling you get on a tube kite is like flying in a saucer," Kladivo said. "It's insane and that's when it's under control."

When he was hurt, Kladivo was 10 to 15 feet in the air when a gust of wind swept beneath his kite tube, shaking the
inflated saucer, lifting it another 10 feet into the air.

"You're flying blind,” Kladivo said. "There's no way to control it. And this time, I went one way and the tube went the
other.”

The sound of Kladivo crashing against the water on June 19 was louder than a rifle shot, said Randy Kladivo, Travis'
father.

Kladivo, a junior at Bemidji State University, was told it took four units of blood to keep him alive while being
transported from St. Cloud Hospital to Hennepin County Medical Center.

Surgeons toid his family that his hieart might've stopped momentarily when he hit the water, long enough for a clot to
slow the flow of blood through the ruptured aorta.

Another rider, 40-year-old‘Kevin Eckhoff from New London was knocked out after being slammed from 15 feet in the air
into the water. ’

"It happened so fast,” he said. "There was no way I could get off.”

Eckhoff suffered a perforated eardrum and a separated shoulder. He said soreness in his neck still keeps him from
turning his head.

"I've done extreme stuff.before but I knew right away that this is dangerous,” he said.

http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/news/politics/15083955. htm?template... ~ 7/24/2006
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‘On June 30, 2006, a 20-year-old St. Paul, MN ‘male ‘was

riding on a tube kite that was being pulled behind a power - -

boat on a 1lake near Battle Lake, MN. The tube kite had
been wused approximately five to six times prior by other
individuals. At an earlier time, a 16-year-old male had
been using the tube kite when he was tossed up into.the air
approximately 30 feet. The rider landed back onto the tube
without injury. : : o : : ' T

At around 8:20 p.m., the 20-year-old male/ who ~ was
approximately 71 inches tall and weighed 170 pounds, was
riding the tube kite. The individual was wearing.a life
jacket and had not been consuming alcohol. " The air
-temperature was 90 degrees with' no wind.: It was cloudy :
with good visibility. '

The 20-year-old male proceeded to ride the tube kite up
into the air, approximately twenty to twenty-five feet off
of the water.  The boat was traveling’ approx1mately '35
miles per hour on a calm lake. S

While in the air, thé tube kite turned unexpectedly'to the
side in a perpendicular fashion. It tipped quickly and ‘the
tube shot down to the water. The rider lost control of the -
. tube and fell, landing on top of the tube.. The boat slowed
down and stopped. . :' —_

As the boat went back to the rider, he was found in the

water by the tube. The victim was spitting up blood and in
pain. Authorities were contacted. A call came into the -
Otter Tail County dispatch at 8:37 p.m. on June 30, 2006.
The victim was pulled into the boat and transported to
shore where he was taken to a local hospital. The victim
was reported to have bruised his chest and lungs " The
victim’s current condltlon is unknown. '

- This investigator initially spoke with the 39-Year—old male

driver of the boat by telephone on July 13, 2006. ' The
individual e-mailed this investigator a photograph of the
incident tube kite, which is contained in Exhibit A. The-

photograph shows -a 16-year-old male being thrown up into
the air. The rider, who landed back on top of the tube,
was not injured. The driver of the boat stated that h1s
brother owned the incident tube kite.



IDI 060711HBB2676 - o -2-

The driver of the boat stated that this was the first day

that he was towing the tube kite. The incident occurred on . . -

the - third or fourth run. The driver stated that he. had
extensive experience with other water sports that 1ncluded '
‘'pulling skiers and other inflatable equlpment :

According to the drlver, the speed of the boat depended on L
the weight of the rider. The driver estimated that he was
traveling between 30 and 35 miles per hour during ‘the
incident run. The driver thought that the rider - was -
approximately 25 feet in the. air when the tube klte started
to go out of ‘control. - The individual thought - ‘this’ was
probably the maximum helght that the rider had gone on thej
tube. : L

 'The driver stated that there is no way'to_communicatefwith"”v'

the rider. According to the driver, you can’t see. through
the plastic viewing area on the tube ‘kite. The driver -

believed that the tow rope was in good condition- and wasfi<7

approx1mate1y 75 feet long.

AcCording_to the driver, the rider .can’t control the tube .

kite, The . tube tends to go from side to side, as well as .

up and down. Once the tube turned to the side. in a .
perpendicular fashion and went out of control,. there was
nothing that he could do. The driver stated that he slowed
down but the tube was still going up. The tube flipped-and -

then the boat pulled it back down.. '~ According to the .

driver, there wasn’t anything mechanlcally wrong w1th the
tube kite prior to or after the 1nc1dent

The driver;of'the boat stated that -everyone involVed with
the tube kite watched the instructional video that was
provided with the product prior to 1ts use. '

On July 24, 2006, this investigator spoke with the owner of
-the boat and tube kite by telephone. The owner of the boat
stated that he purchased the tube kite from a marine dealer
in Battle Lake, MN. . According to the consumer, he picked
up the product after store hours as the tube kite had been
" set outside the retail store. The owner of the tube kite
stated that he did not ask the sales staff from the retail:
store how to use the product. According to the consumer,
an instructional DVD came with the product. The consumer
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stated that he watched the DVD prior to the tube klte belng
used.

According "to the tube kite owner, the product was used
approximately five to six times prior to the incident on
June 30, 2006. The consumer stated that' he was familiar
with other towed inflatables. The owner of the tube kite
stated that the product came -with a 70 .-foot rope.
According to the owner, he did not make any modifications
or repairs to the tube kite prior to the incident.

The boat owner stated that the incident occurred‘Very fast;
The tube kite shot straight up and then went straight down.
. The tube hit the water and then the rider landed hard on

top of the tube kite. The boat owner called for medical
assistance. According to the tube kite owner, he was not
related to the victim. The consumer did not prov1de any

contact information for the victim.

The owner of the tube kite did not provide a purchase
invoice for the product. 1In a telephone conversation with
the product owner on July 24, 2006, he stated that the
incident tube kite was being stored at a location near
Battle Lake, MN. The owner was aware of the recall
- involving his tube klte and intended on returning it to the
dealer ' :

An incident report was filed with the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources and - is the source document for this
1nvestlgatlon

PRODUCT INFORMATION:

Tube Kite
Brand: ‘ Wego 10-foot Kite Tube
Manufacturer: Sportsstuff, Inc.

11213 E Circle, Suite A

Omaha, NE, 68137

Tel: 402-592-9085

Fax: 402-592-1354

Customer Service: 888-814-8833
www . sportsstuff.com

Made in China .



http://www.sportsstuff�com
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PRODUCT INFORMATION (CON’T) :

Retailer: Battle Lake Marine, Inc. - -
' 23394 State Highway 78
Battle Lake, MN 56575
(218) 864-8183

Purchase Date: June 10, 2006 .

Retail Price: . $500

The product consists of a ten-foot, circular, 'inflatabléf'.
tube kite that is red, black, and yellow in color., The-

.cover of the tube kite bore a picture of a skull .and
crossbones. -

' The*cover>of the tube kite contained,

“KITE TUBE

WEGO _

SPORTSSTUFF”
Power Boat
The boat that was pulling the tube kite wés a 2005
“Glastron” brand, fiberglass Runabout, 17-feet long, with a
Volvo 225 HP engine..  The hull identification number -was

#GLA463523405.

ATTACHMENTS :

Exhibit A —-. Photograph

Exhibit B - Contact information
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Exhibit A-1 'below

shows the  tube kite ‘iﬁ7 Chéf
incident. ‘ . :;a,:‘“fl:
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Exhibit B

Contact Information

Jibcistrayst

Boat Operator

Contact: 7/13/06

—

Boat and Tube Kite Owner.

Sty

;24/06'

7

Victim v
No contact



1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID .
060711HCC2677 9067 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
840 2006 05 27 2006 07 12 '
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint uUrPC

An 18-year-old male was using a tube kite for the first time on a lake. The individual was riding on the tube, which was
approximately 15 feet in the air. The tube was being pulled by a power boat traveling approximately 25 mph. The tube
kite suddenly turned to the side and the rider was thrown into the water. The victim was taken to an area hospital
where he was diagnosed with pulmonary contusion, a sprained right knee ligament, and hematuria.

. Yyes X
oMM e VED;, K
S o 4
Z/ EXCISIONSIFOIA Exs. '
Revisions
O NOT RENOTIFY __REOTEY
.7. Location {(Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE BALSAM LAKE wi
10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO KITE TUBE 53-5000
10D. Manufacturer Name and Address )
SPORTSSTUFF, INC.
11213 E Circle, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137
11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number
0 ' NONE NONE
11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE
12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
18 1- Male 1 - Injured, not Hosp. 62 - Intern. Org. Inj.
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved (Operational / Travel)
31 - UPPER TRUNK 1 - Victim/Complainant 1 - On-Site 14 /2
20. Attachment(s) 21. Case Source 22. Sample Collection Number
9 - Multiple Attachments 07 - Consumer Complaint

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

'

() Yes @ No () Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
08/25/2008 8929 Frank J. Nava
27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number
Topka, Tanya L. 10670156A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029



IDI 060711HCC2677

On the evening of May 27, 2006, an 18-year-old Excelsior,
MN male was riding on a tube kite that was being pulled
behind a power boat on a lake near Balsam Lake, WI. The
tube kite had been used approximately eight times prior by
other individuals over an approximate two hour period
without incident.

The 18-year-old male was riding the tube kite for the first
time. The individual was wearing a full wet suit with a
life jacket, but did not have gloves on. The 18-year-old
male proceeded to ride the tube kite up into the air,
averaging between fifteen and twenty feet off of the water.
The boat was traveling approximately 25-26 miles per hour
with light winds on the lake.

"The rider was in the air for around 45 seconds when the

tube kite suddenly turned to the side. The rider was
unable to hang on and was thrown from the tube kite. The
individual hit the water with a great deal of force. When

spotters in the boat saw the tube kite turn and throw the
rider into the water, the boat operator immediately cut
power and returned to the area where the rider went into
the lake.

As the boat pulled up to the wvictim, blood was visible
coming from the 18-year-old’s mouth and they realized that
he was injured. The victim was pulled into the boat and
transported to shore. The victim was removed from the boat
and transported by ambulance to a hospital in St. Croix
Falls, WI where he was seen in the emergency room. The
victim was treated and released from the hospital at 12:22
a.m. on May 28, 2006. The wvictim was diagnosed with
pulmonary contusion as a result of chest trauma, a sprained
right knee ligament, and hematuria.

This investigator initially spoke with the complainant, who
is the father of the victim, by telephone on July 12, 2006.
An on-site visit was conducted at the consumer’s residence
on July 17, 2006. Photographs were taken of the incident
product and are contained in Exhibit A. The information
contained in this report was obtained from the complainant
and his son, who were both interviewed by this investigator
on July 17, 2006. The victim’s mother assisted in the
interview with her son as he is deaf.



IDI 060711HCC2677 ' -2-

The victim stated that he had never used a tube kite before
and that this was the first time that he had been on the
incident tube. In high school, the individual had
participated in athletics and was in good physical health.
The victim had extensive experience with water sports that
included water skiing and the use of other equipment that
was pulled behind a power boat. '

According to the rider, the direction and height of the
tube kite was controlled by the boat speed, allowing for
little or no control of the tube by the rider once
airborne. The rider believed that he went up a maximum of
approximately twenty to twenty-five feet, which was his
approximate height when he lost control of the tube kite.
The rider stated that he could not see the boat unless the
tube moved from side to side. : ‘

The rider stated that the incident happened so fast that he
was unable to notify the driver or those in the boat. The
rider stated that when the incident occurred it felt as if
the tube bent in on the side. When it popped open, he
could not hang on and was shot immediately into the water.
According to the rider, there wasn’t anything mechanically
wrong with the tube kite at the time of the incident.

The wvictim’s father stated that he was the owner of the
tube kite, having ordered it at a boat show. The consumer
stated the tube kite was shipped to him. The complainant
did not ask the sales staff from the retail store where the
product was actually received from or how to use the product.
According to the complainant, an instructional DVD came
with the tube kite. The consumer stated that he and the
driver of the boat watched the instructional DVD.  The
consumer also stated that he read the safety warnings that
were on the product.

According to the father, he was 1in the boat and saw the
incident occur. The father stated that he was filming his
son’s ride on the tube kite with his cell phone. The
complainant provided a copy of the video, which 1is
contained in Exhibit B. The father stated that he too had
used the tube kite but without incident.

The complainant stated that the tube kite had been used
about eight times prior to the incident. According to the
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consumer, he was familiar with other towed inflatables. -
The father stated that he had attached the rope from the
tube kite to the boat. The rope was stated to have been at

its maximum 65 feet at the time of the incident. The
complainant stated that his brother was driving the boat
and was going approximately 25 miles per hour. The father

stated that his son was up in the air a maximum of about 20
feet and was around fifteen feet up when the incident
occurred.

According to the consumer, there is no way to communicate
with the rider while in the boat or operator while on the
tube kite. The father stated that the tube kite suddenly
went out of control without warning and there was nothing
that could be done. The complainant stated that the driver
could not let off the throttle fast enough. According to
the consumer, it was not windy at the time of the incident.

The complainant = stated that he did not make any
modifications or repairs to the tube kite prior to the
incident. The consumer did not provide any contact
information for the owner/driver of the boat. '

At the time of the on-site visit, the complainant also
provided a copy o©of his son’s discharge instructions from
the emergency room that can be found in Exhibit C. The
consumer provided this investigator with information on the
tube kite that he had obtained on-line along with tube kite
height estimations that he had derived from product
advertising. See Exhibit D for this information.

The consumer also provided the e-mail notification that the
retailer had sent to him detailing the recall of his tube

kite. This information 1is contained in Exhibit E. The
complainant had discussed the incident with the dealer from
whom the product was purchased. The complainant did not

provide this investigator with a copy of the purchase
receipt for the tube kite.

According to the consumer, he contacted the manufacturer
about the incident on or about July 11, 2006 via their 1-

800 telephone number and requested a full refund. The
- consumer replied that he contacted the manufacturer again
on July 14, 2006. According to the complainant, the
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company would not give him his money back, stating that the
pbroduct is fine and there is no issue with it.

PRODUCT INFORMATION:

Tube Kite
Brand: . Wego 10-foot Kite Tube
Model: 53-5000
UPC: 0 29808 00518 0
Manufacturer: Sportsstuff, Inc.
11213 E Circle, Suite A
Omaha, NE, 68137
Tel: 402-592-9085
~Fax: 402-592-1354
Customer Service: 888-814-8833
www.sportsstuff.com
Made in China
Retailer: Premier Pool and Spa Inc.
204 North Chestnut Street
Highway 41
Chaska, MN 55318
Purchase Date: January 2006
Retail Price: $599 with $100 credit

on additional product

The product consists of a ten-foot, circular, inflatable,
tube kite that is red, black, and yellow in color. The
product contained “53-5000” imprinted near its valve. The
cover of the tube kite bore a picture of a skull and
crossbones.

The cover of the tube kite contained,

“KITE TUBE

WEGO

SOLO

SPORTSSTUFF

NEVER KITE HIGHER THAN YOU’RE WILLING TO FALL!”


http://www.sportsstuff.com
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Power Boat

The boat that was pulling the tube kite was described as a
“Master Craft” brand, twenty and one-half foot 1long, "“Pro
Star 205” model with a 285 HP engine. '

ATTACHMENTS :

Exhibit A -

Exhibit B -

Exhibit C -
Exhibit D -
Exhibit E -
Exhibit F -

Exhibit G -

Photographs

CD containing video of incident

(SSPX0006 Fall From WEGO) and

additional video of tube kite in use
Victim’s medical records

Product information provided by complainant
along with complainant’s notes estimating

height of tube in advertisement

E-mail from retailer to consumer
regarding recall

Authorization for Release of Name Form
(Do Not Release) '

Contact information
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Exhibit A-1 below shows the top of the tube kite involved
in the incident.
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Exhibit A-2 below shows the bottom of the tube kite with
its rope connected to it. ‘




IDI 060711HCC2677 -8~

. Exhibit A-3 below shows the product’s model number located
near the valve on the tube.
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Exhibit A-4 below shows the “SPORTSSTUFF” logo and “NEVER
KITE HIGHER THAN YOU’RE WILLING TO FALL!” on the product.
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Exhibit A-5 below shows the skull and crossbones depiction
on the bottom of the tube kite.
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Exhibit A-6 below shows the viewing area on the tube kite.
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Exhibit A-7 below shows handles and the point of attachment
for the leash on the tube kite.
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Exhibit A-8 below shows a “KITE TUBE USER” warning label on

the product.
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Exhibit A-9 below shows waterskiing hand signals
product.

Asturn to dock
Reresa ul musl

Astour & is baso
2ur@ck zum Dock

Slower

Pius douceniont
Langsamer

Cut right

on the
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warning label on the product.

Exhibit A-10 below shows a
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Exhibit A-11 below shows a “KITE TUBE RIDER” warning label
on the product.
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Exhibit A-12 below shows 2 “KITE TUBE BOAT DRIVER” warning
label on the product.
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Exhibit A-13 below shows “ITEM NO. :53-5000"
of the warning labels.,

listed on one
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Exhibit A-14 below shows the retail box for the incident
‘tube kite.
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Exhibit A-15 below shows another side of the retail box for

the incident tube kite.

RTSSTUFF, INC.
?:201: E Circte, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137 USA
Tel: 402.592.9085
Fax: 902.592.1354

MADE IN CHINA
Customor Sorvice:
069.614.8933
Intemnot Addresss

hipAverw. sporisstulf,com
E-mall: cuslomoscars@aportsstult.com

—

i

-20-

WEQO YOFT. KITS WD
Model & 53-5C00

Patant Ponong
© Sportasnd, inc, 2005

i
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Exhibit A-16 below shows manufacturer information listed on
the retail packaging.

SPORTSSTUFF, INC. |
11213 E Circle, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137 USA
Tel: 402.592.9085

Fax: 402.592.1354

MADE IN CHINA

Customer Service:

888.814.8833

Internet Address:

| http:/lwww.sportsstuff.com ,
I E-mail: customercare@sportsst

] GUARANTEE: Sportsstuff, Inc. warrants; to

- ° only, that their high performance products-wh
“recreational purposes are free \ defs I
workmanship for a period-of L)
FOR PROMPT-PAR E
DIRECTLY: :
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Exhibit A-17 below shows product information listed on the
retail packaging.
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Exhibit A-18 below shows
retail packaging.

warning

AWARNING

KITE TUBE USER
Release of Liability:

- By assembling and inflating the Kite Tube, you agree
that you have read and understand the entire
Sporisstutf's product manual, including all instructions
and warnings contained in that material prior to using
the Kite Tube. You additionally agree that you will ensure
any additional or subsequent users of the Kite Tube will
read and understand the entire owner's manual. Misuse
or improper use of the Kite Tube could result in risks,
dangers and hazards which may result in serious injury
or death. The risks and dangers that may be encountered
through the improper use of the Kite Tube can be avoided
by reading and following the waming guidelines listed
within the owner's manual and bfv lKroper use of the Kite
Tube. Your assembly and use of this product shail be
evidence of your agreement, to the fullest extent
pemnitied by law, to properly follow tha instructions and
abide by the wamin%s set forth within the product
manual. Your assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall.
also canstitute a release, to the extent permitted by law,
by you and by any third party permitted by you to use,
in any manner, the Kite Tube, to Sportsstuff from any
and all fiability for any loss, damage, injury and/or -
expense that you or any user of the Kite Tube may suffer
as a result of the use of the Kite Tube. This release shall
extend to any loss, damage, injury or expense due to
any cause whatsoever, including negligence or breach

A

Rgrtucnpam]a]m the design and/or manufacture o

ite Tube. The terms of this release shalt be effective
and binding upon you, your heirs, next of kin, executors,
administrators, assigns and representatives. Your
assembly and use of the Kite Tube shall constitute your
agreement to assume and accept any or all known or '
unknown risks of Injury to ¥ou. and/or to third parties
through the use of the Kite Tuba. Sportastuff and related
parties have not made and hereby expressly deny dny
aral or written reprasentation a.nd/tvar warnanty, including
warranty fora particutar purpose,
forth herein and in the Sportsstulf's Kite Tube manual.
o5

information

of contract on the part of Sportsstuff and/or any ft}‘ar;y -t

other than what Is set

listed'on the

y 4

P A AW 4 AW 4y 4 4
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Exhibit A-19 below shows additional product information
listed on the retail packaging. :

» .,

RS :f.zmm |NFLATED san A
p e : N

W

DIAMETEII 300+ C\g§
1- PEHSON MAX. GAPABITY

. o
b ': .é ﬁ"/

BORN 10, FLYE \

GO KITE TUBE! The pext generation of

takingyouto 2 whole new 1evel of

Take flight with the WE
like a deck tube, 07 fly

action towabte is hete, -
1 Whip acress the wa . asyos
Bxcl!el:!::'; air h:e a bird! Experience the lt::;l ll‘;a “:g g
\ : t:lmu?mve the water reaching lncredlblefhe:zeme e rthas -
ota 1 The level of @ i
ling in your wake! b paneath L.
- a?;z::fh‘the waGO KITE TUBE. Anything glse
raise

|Ncnes ﬁhmms
D

e unkil

)




IDI 060711HCC2677 -25-

“

Exhibit A-20 below shows product information listed on the
retail packaging.

e 3 l-r"sou MAX _
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3 BORN TO B oo
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X

Take flight with the WEGO KITE TUBE!
actlon towable is here, taking you to a whole new ieve gf
m excitement! Whip across the water ljkg 3 deck tube, of M
¥+ throvgh the air like a bird! Experlence the tyyy) of '"‘ght a:
rise above the water reaching incredihje beights, leaving not l::“
but adrenaline in your wake! The level of extreme SPOT has heeg
raised with the WEGO KITE TUBE, Anything clse i beneath it n
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Exhibit B

Due to the exhibit being a compact disk containing a video of the incident, the exhibit
could not be scanned.

The DVD is on file in the Clearinghouse.



EXHIBIT C: EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT DISCHARGE
INSTRUCTIONS ARE RELEASED FOR CPSC USE ONLY
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wortsstuff Wego Kite ‘1 ube - Free Smpping: ‘ .o
[080711HCC2677 Exhibit D]

This is the WEGO KITE TUBE, this
is the future.

Watch The Video Here
Features and guidelines for use of the WEGO:

® Sportsstuff's guidelines for riders: Every rider must be at least 100
' Ibs. to ride this tube, and no more than 200 Ibs.
e When riding the WEGO, the boat driver must never exceed speeds
of 25 m.p.h.
® Always start riding with the 45 foot rope included with this tube
before trying a longer rope, do not use a longer rope until the boat
driver and rider of the tube are absolutely confident in their abilities
to control the tube's flight.
® Most imiportantly, always make sure your WEGO is fully inflated, a
foot pump is almost always necessary to fully inflate this tube to
optimal pressure. Remember: 80% of tubes are not fully inflated.
o If you have difficulties in flying the tube after you have followed all
these guidelines, please contact us.
120 inch inflated diameter (10 foot) with slanted saucer
configuration
Adjustable length style 45-55-65 foot segmented tow rope included
840D full body nylon double skin cover with PU coating
Computerized double stitched sewing
Nylon zippered openings for bladder insertion and adjustment
Multipie mesh drain ports, bar-tacked '
Two heavy-duty PVC bladders-outer ring and slotting cockpit
Reinforced towing system with molded aluminum connector for
easy quick connection
Speed safety valves for fast easy inflation and deflation
Paralle! slotting system with non-siip footsteps and neoprene
padding for comfortable foot, knee, and leg use
8 padded, non-slip handles with knuckle guards
Heavy-duty starting leash with easy grip sponge balls
Reflective Safety piping on all handles and on the outside top taping
Variable loops for detachable leash use
Panoramic see through double windows
High visibility, billboard style, red and yellow watersports safety

http://www.waterriders.com/Sportsstuff-Wego-Kite-Tube-P194C23.aspx : 7/12/2006


http://www.waterriders.com/Sportsstuff-Wego-Kite-Tube-P194C23.aspx

Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube - Free Shipping! Page 2 of 2
[060711HCC2677 Exhibit D |

colors with checkerboard and caution accent striping
e Instructional DVD, tow rope, and starting leash included!

This rope allows you to tow with a 45 foot, 55 foot, or 65 foot rope,

deending on the weight of the rider and the conditions of the lake.

Every rider will start with the 45 foot rope, after the boat driver and
the rider are confident they can control the tube, they can eventually
move to a 55 foot rope, simply by attaching the next section of rope.

When the boat driver and the rider are absolutely confident in their

abilities, they can upgrade your rope to 65 feet,
simply by attaching the last 10 foot section.

http://www.waterriders.comy/Sportsstuff-Wego-Kite-Tube-P194C23.aspx 771212006


http://wvvw.vvfaterriders.com/Sportsstuff-Wego-Kite-Tube-P

[060711HCC2677 Exhibit D |

1.) CALCULATE HEIGHT FOR 45 FOOT ROPE AT 25 DEGREES

Sidea=19.02 ft
Side b=40.78 ft
Sidec=45 ft

Angle A =25 deg (est)

2.) CALCULATE HEIGHT FOR 45 FOOT ROPE AT 25 DEGREES

Sidea=27.47 ft
Side b= 58.92 ft
Sidec =65 ft

Angle A =25 deg (est)
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From:
To:
Sent:
Subject:

=

Thursday, July 13, 2006 12:24 PM
Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube Safety Recall

From:

WaterRiders.com

Premier Pool and Spa Inc.

204 North Chestnut Street Hwy. 41
Chaska, MN 55318

In response to a request by the CPSC(Consumer Product Safety Commission), the manufacturer of the Wego Ktie Tube,
Sportsstuff, has requested all it's dealers, including WaterRiders.com, to notify their customers of an important safety recall. This
recall has been attached below, and you can also see the recall on Sportsstuff's website here. Please follow the instructions
provided in the letter to get an exchange on your Wego Kite Tube from the manufacturer. If you have received this E-Mail on
accident, and have never purchased this tube, please disregard this E-Mail.

To view the Safety Recall online:
http:{/www.sportsstuff.com/news/O?-12-06/imaqes/Consumerlettgr07-10—06. pdf

Learn About the Wego Kite Tube Replacement Program: .
http.//imww.sportsstuff.com/customercare/wegoexchange/index.shtmi

Regards,
Alton Gerold
Waterriders.com

IMPOKTANT SAFELY RECALL
WEGO KITE TUBES (LETTER "B")

Our records indicate that, during 2005-2006, you purchased a Sportsstuff
Wego Kite Tube. In recent weeks, Sportsstuff has received reports that persons
have been seriously injured or died while using these kite tubes. To date,
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the causes of these incidents. While
Sportsstuff does not believe that the products are defective or unreasonably
dangerous, in an abundance of caution, Sportsstuff is cooperating with the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission to withdraw the kite tubes from the
market and to undertake a voluntary recall to replace those in the possession of
consumers with products of comparable value.

7/17/2006


http://WaterRiders.com
http://WaterRiders.com
http://www.sportsstuff.com/news/07-12-06/imaqes/Consumerletter07-10-06.pdf
http://www.sportsstuff.com/customercare/weqoexchange/lndex.shtml

Page 2 of 2

p6071 1HCC2677 Exhibit E]

We therefore request that you stop using your kite tube and contact us at
1-866-831-5524 for instructions how to obtain the replacement product(s).
Thank you for helping us in this important safety matter. We regret any
inconvenience this may cause you.

Sincerely yours,

Leroy Peterson
Chief Executive Officer

7/17/2006
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20207

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem.
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned people to share
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use it to
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems.

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need
the individual’s name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or
incident situation. ‘

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow us to disclose
your name. If you request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the
document on the lines provided.

77~ 200
(Date)

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site: http:/fwww.cpsc.gov


http://www.cpsc.gov
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Exhibit G

Contact Information




Doc No: 10670156A Issue: 41 07/11/2006
07/09/2006 23:29:36

Incident Description: Sportstuff WEGO Flying tube becomes unstable dropping victim from the air in an
unpredictable manner causing injury.

Victim's age at time of incident = 18
Victim's sex = Male
Date of incident = 6/7/2006 )
Product involved = Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube
" Product brand name/manufacturer = Sportstuff Wego Flying Tube
Manufacturer street address = 11213 E. Cir Suite A
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = Omaha, NE 68137
Product involved still available = Yes
Product model and serial number, manufacture date = Wego Flying Tube
Date product purchased = Jan 2006
Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only



1. Task Number 2. Investigafor's D N :
~ 060711HCC2680 9099 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO’ DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 2006 07 -04 2006 07 12 '

6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint upPC

A 42-year-old victim was being towed on a kite tube and was approx1mately 10 to 12 feetin the air when the kite tube
flipped and the victim landed in the water. Observers on the boat found her unconscious and floating face down in -
the water. She was immediately met by paramedics at the boat launch area and transported to a local hospital
where she was treated for partial paralysis and loss of hearing in one ear and loss of equilibrium.

— /Wx/ b7

OVERRULED

_‘_/Ex:l-SlONsIFOlAEm? €.

—Revisions
4ZDONOTRENOTIFY 4RE-NG“FY

7. Location (Home, School, etc) - 8. City 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE: COMMERCE TOWNSHIP M
10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
1 3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO SPORTSSTUFF KITE TUBE UNKOWN

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address.
SPORTSSTUFF INC.
" 11213 E. Circle, Suite A.
Omaha, NE

11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name
0 : ' NONE

in C.‘ Model Number
_NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE

12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
42 2 - Female 4 - Hospitalized 71 - Other
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved s _ - (Operationa) / Travel)
94 -EAR 3 - 2nd Hand Info Only 3 - Other 16 /5 '

20. Attachment(s) 21. Case Source -| 22. Sample Collection Number

9 - Muitiple Attachments 05 - Newspaper

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

O Yes @ No - verbal
24, Review Date | 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director -
09/07/2006 9071 ‘ Eric B. Ault
27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number
ingle, Robin L.; Spitler, Virginia R. X0670103A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:

On July 4, 2006 at approximately 3:40 p.m the victim, a ‘42-
year-old female, along with her husband and two children
were on their friend’s boat on Union Lake in Commerce .
Township, MI. The victim decided to go tubing on a kite
tube and was wearing a personal floatation device. ‘Her
husband was the designated spotter while their friend was"
the driver of the boat. The victim’s children and friend
were riding near the front of. the boat. The victim was

. being pulled with a 65 foot rope at 30-35 miles per hour

and was approximately 10 to 12 feet in the air when the
victim and tube flipped over and the victim landed in the
water. The tube blocked the view of the victim therefore .
the witnesses could not tell how the victim landed in the
water but they observed the victim floating face down in .
the water. The driver stopped the boat and he along with
the victim’s husband jumped into the water and turned- the
victim over so her face was out of the water. She appeared .
to be unconscious at the time. The two men got the victim
on the stern of the boat and immediately called 911. They -
drove back to the Department of Natural- Resources (DNR)
boat launch where the victim was turned over to the fire
department. The victim vomited three to four times and
gained consciousness. She could not recall what had =
happened either before or after the incident. The victim
was complaining of cervical pain and was transporteéd to a

" local hospital. The victim’s husband informed officials '
‘that the victim was not taking any medlcatlons and there
were no known health problems. : «

The victim was hospitalized for partial paralysis and
sustained injuries which included loss of one or more vital
bodily functions including total loss of hearlng in one ear
and loss of equilibrium. :

- The weather donditions on the day of the incident were 87
degrees Fahrenheit, clear skies, winds were moderate at
seven to fourteen miles per hour. The water conditions were

choppy .

The boat that was used to tow the victim and kite tube is
described as a 2002 22 foot Four Winns fiberglass open
motorboat with an inboard outdrive. The boat measured eight
feet in width. Officials inspected the boat and determined
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that all necessary equipment was onboard the’ boat S
Officials did not detect any odor of intoxicants ‘on. the o
driver of the boat nor did he appear to be under the

influence of the any substances. The driver of the boat had?:‘;

over 500 hours of experlence operatlng the type of boat
used in the 1n01dent o

PRODUCT: Kite Tube

The product involved in this incident was a Wego - B

Sportsstuff Kite Tube. The kite tube is a large one- . .
passenger, inflatable, round water sport product Wthh is’ o
“red, white, black, and yellow in color with a plcture of a’
~ large skull on the top of it. SN

The kite tube was not purchased by the v1ct1m and it:. 1s-ﬂ~“
unknown. who purchased the kite tube however it is known - .
that the tube was purchased sometime after June 15, 2006,7'

. Dealer: Unknown

Manufacturer: Sportsstuff Inc.
11213 E. Circle, Suite A
Omaha, NE 68137 . : -
Telephone Number: 1-888-814-8833

ATTACHMENTS:
Exhibit “AT Contact List

Exhibit “B” -~ Incident report obtained from the Oakland
County Sheriff’s Department : :

~'Exhibit “C” - Photograph of the product

Exhibit “D” - EMS report obtalned from the West Bloomfleld
MI, Flre Department . :

Exhibit “E" - Compliant filed by the victim’s attorney
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Exhibit “A” - Contact List

This in-depth investigation was assigned and initiated on
7/12/06. The information contained:in this. report was
obtained from reports from the Oakland County Sheriff’s
Department and the West Bloomfield, MI, Fire Department.

Attempts to contact the victim and driver of the boat via
letter and telephone were unsuccessful. This investigator
was contacted by the victim’s attorney, Thomas H. Howlett,
Bloomfield Hills, MI who stated that he would answer '
questions on behalf of the victim. As of this date Mr.
‘Howlett has not responded to this investigators questions.

Oakland County Sheriff's Department
1201 North Telegraph Road
Pontiac, Ml 48341

West Bloomfield Fire Department
6925 W. Maple Road
West Bloomfield, M| 48325
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES - LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
OFFICIAL BOATING ACCIDENT REPORT : :

- This information is required by authority of Part 801, of Marine Salety Act 451, P.A. 1994, as amended.’

A/

2680
ot

cf%?4/26

Any person violating the provisions of 1his Act is guity of a misdemeanor and may be subject 10'a fine and/or imprisonment.

No. Sheets Attached ‘l B

atmant _ [Date of Complaint Co int No. Filr S

:land County Sheriff's Office e S 31 ] 5555
|Date of Accident Time _|County Township, City or Village
07-04-06 1542 AV Oakland Commerce Twp

Exact Location {name waters and fix Iocatxon precisely)

Union Lake along northwest
shoreline. Approx 60ft.

from shore.

TYPE OF WATER  pypyic Access: XJ ves [ No

{1 Great Lakes. incl. Detroit, St: Clair [ Other Rivers Streams & Creeks

and St. Mary's Rivers
[ Lakes Rivers & Streams dxrecﬂy connected [ Other (Specify):

] Grave! Pits, Excavalions, Dm:hes Canals, elc.

with the Great Lakes

: : [ nland Lakes 3 Unknown .
Name and Address of QOperator DOB of Operator |Name and Address of Owner Boat Rented?
Sex . ! Naufpew'smbca@
324 B [JF . -5
‘[ NoOperator/ | Telephone Number No. towed
Unknown 1 ) S 1
OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE . FORMAL INSTRUCTION BOAT SAFETY
THIS TYPE OF BOAT OTHER TYPE BDATS [ None [1 sheriff Deparfment
13 Under 20 Hours B8 Over 500 Hours [ Under 20 Hours - K2 Over 500 Hours [ USCE Auxiliary [ Staie
[J 20 to 100 Hours - [ Unknown [ 20 to 100 Hours 3 Unknown U.S. Power Squadron £ Other (indicate)
[ 101 to 500 Hours [ 101 10 500 Hours ] American Red Cross K] Unknown
Registration Number Boat Make " |Boat Modst! MFR Hull ID Number .
s Four Winns : & i ' __
TYPE OF BOAT HULL ENGINE PROPULSION CONSTRUCTION'
X Open Motorboat B Canps g Wood - [D] Outboard No. of Engines: Length: 22'11"
[ Cabin Motorboat Raft Homamade Steal o Inboard Gasolne : ]
[ Auxiliary Sail L] PWC (Jet Ski) [ Aluminum £J Inboasd Diese! Make of Enginebe reruiser width Beam): 8
O Sai (Only) 3 Other/ Unknown - |5 Fibergiass {Plastic)  {i) inboard Outdrive Horsepowar (Total): Depth (inner Transom 1o .
{0 Rowboat © |0 Canwvas - ] None -1Year Built {Engine): Y4 Keel}:
[ Unkoown 3 unknown Year Buitt (Boat): __02
OPERATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT UNDERWAY _ } Damage to Craft
{0 Cruising 4 Towing Other " [ Paddiing [ Race Non-Sanctioned [ Saifing 0.
|80 Maneuvering to [ Bsing Towed ~ [J At Anchar [ Other (Specify}: 1 Trotting -{Estimated Damage (Enter
Dock, Anchor, Etc.  [J Drifiing {3 At Dock —_— D Unknown Dollar Amount Only}
| Towing Skier 1 Racing [ Fuefing : s 0
{WAS THE BOAT ADEQUATELY EQUIPPED WITH WERE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS USED?
CG APPROVED LIFESAVING DEVICES? R Yes []No (] Yes £ No
Ware They Accessible? R Yes [INo Type:
Were They Used? B4 Yes [1No No on Board: o
Narne and Address of Operator DOB of Operator Name and Addrss of Owner _ |Boat Rented? -
Jyes (dNo
. Sex {No cfpessors on board
. OmOF
Telephone Number ] No Cperatr/ | Telephone Number "|No. towed
( } Unimown ( ) .
OPERATOR'S EXPERIENCE ’ FORMAL INSTRUCTION BOAT SAFETY
THIS TYPE OF BOAT OTHER TYPE BOATS . 3 None 1 Sheriff Department
O Under 20 Hours [ Over 500 Hours [J Under 20 Hours [0 Over 500 Hours 13.USCG Auxiliary [ State
3 20 to 100 Hours [J Unknown 7 20 1o 100 Hours [ Unknown 3 U.S. Power Squadron [ Other (indicate)
1] 101 o 500 Hours 7] 101 to 500 Hours [ American Red Crass 7] unknown
Registration Number Boat Make Boat Madel MFR Hull ID Number .
TYPE OF BOAT HULL ENGINE PROPULSION JCONSTRUCTION
{J Open Motorboat B Canoe E Waod B Outboard No. of Engines: Length:
{0 Cabin Motorboat Raft Homemade Sleel - 17 Inboard Gasoline . ) B
13 Auxifiary Sait 3 PWG {Jat Ski) {0 Aluminum 0 inbeard Diesal Make of Engine: Wigth (Beam) :
0] sal (Only) [J Other/ Unknown [ Fiberglass (Plastic) ) Inboard Outdrive Horsepower (Total): Depth (innes Transomn fo
[J Rowboat {0 Canvas [J None Year Built {Engine): Keef) :
. [J Unknown £ Unknown Year Buill (Boal) :
OPERATION AT TIME OF ACCIDENT UNDERWAY Damage to Craft
[ Cruising [ Towing Other [} Paddling [J Race Non-Sanclioned [J Sailing : :
J Maneuverng to [J Being Towed [J At Anchor [J Other (Specity): ] Troliing Estimaled Damage (Enter
Dock, Anchor, Etc. [ Drifting [3 At Dock ] Unknown Dollar Amount Only}
[J Towing Skier ] Racing [ Fueling . s .
WAS THE BOAT ADEQUATELY EQUIPPED WITH WERE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS USED? S )
CG APPROVED LIFESAVING DEVICES? J Yes [1No O Yes [JNo C./
Waere They Accessible? OYes ONo 17ype: . \$9
Were They Used? dYes O No No on Board:
ON NEXT PAGE - " PR 8257 (Rev. 11/15/2000}

- CONTINUED



[ = |Damage to other property (Describé)
w
Estimated Damage $
o %’ WEATHER TWATER . WIND ' VIS!BIUTY TEMPERATURE [WEATHER
w O M Clear O Rain [ Calm . [J Very Rough 0 None O Stong (15 25MPH) | 18 Good . O Air .| ENCOUNTERED
=E D Cloudy [ Snow 188 Choppy [J Strong Current [J Light {0-6 MPH) [ Storm (over 25MPH) [ Fair ~ .- 87 °F |Bl Was as Forecasl
J2 |0 Fog O Hazy J Rough [ Unknown [ Moderate (7- 14 MPH) 0 Poor a Water [ Notas Forecast
= 8 : (J unknown |3 Unknown {J Unknown °F | No Forecasl Oblainsd
TYPE OF ACCIDENT VICTIM'S ACTIVITY CAUSE . . PHYS!CAL CONDIT!DN B
[ Grounding O Collision With Victims ' {7 weather Conditions [J Passenger Negligence |
[ Capsizing Fixed Object 1 2 [ Hazardous Waters - O Fautty Hu g _5_” . Dpasa[or Victims
{J Fiooding - {1 Falls in boat 0O O Boatling [ Excessive Speed/ - O Faulty Equipment < 0. - 1 2 12
{3 Sinking [ Falls Overboard {0 [] Canpeing Racing Nensanclioned {J Racing Sanctioned  {(J-[J Under . Oog o0oa
[ Fire or Exptosion -+ [0 Fall Into Propeller {0 [ Racing [J Reckless Operation [J Operator Negligence ~ HJ [ No infi.” g0 00
(Fuel) {1 Hit by Propeller  {[J [ Fishing. 3 No Proper Lockout [3 Skier Inexperience -1 .0 Suspician 00 OQg
[J Fire or Explosion or Baat [J O Hunting _{J Overioading ] Operator Inexperience * - Drug/Alcohol oo Og
{Other than Fuel) [J Water Ski ] Water Sports {Skiing, {[J improper Loading [] Other Inexperience: - (Other Conditions)
[ Burns {5 Misc. watar Surfboerd, etc.) [J Inexperience © {0 Heart Attack
[ Cotlision with Sports O [ Swimming [ OtherUnknown |0 Epiteptic Saizure
Vessel 3 otherfUnknown 1[0 {3 Other (Specify) - O Cramps
[3 Cotlision with . . {3 OtherfUnknown
Floating Object [0 [ Unknown . .
No, of |Victim # . . R
Victims \ Location of Viclim [ Vessel No. 1 {or attachad o) {1 Vessel No. 2 (or attached 1o) 3 Orher
1. Name of Victim - o Age
M . Telephane No. §, I 42 1Sex ImRY] E] F
Address of Victin ; e Was Victim D Deceased E injured . Was Victim 8 Swimmer [] Non-Swimmer [J Unknown
City State ZAE098  (Was Victim Incapacitated for 24 Hours or More? O Yes B . No
nunes. Where Treated (Nams af hospita Artlﬁcxai Respiration Used'?
Amputation [ Back Injury 3 Broken Bone(s) ¢ pha) ’ - OJYes B¥No
o |H8ums .- ° .. [JConfusion [J Dislocaion yspi - : g
w |0 Head injury [J Hypothermia ] tntemal injuries Physician in Attendane? {Physician's name
@ 13 Laceration " [ Neck Injury [3J Shock o
E 1] Spinal Inju Soprain/Strain [ Teeth B Yes [1No 2 ] TR IR
w VB # ) pcation of Vietim [ Vessel No. 1 (or attached to) [ Vessel No, 2 (or sttached o) . [] Other o
2 |2 Name of Vickm Telephone No. ) ~ }Age ]Sex ‘OM OF
w - - -
ﬂzﬁ Address of Victim Was Victim [0 Deceased [ Injured |Was Victim [J Swimmer ] Non-Swimmer [] Unknown
2 City . State ZIPcote . hwyag Victim Incapacitated for 24 Hours or More? I Yes D No .
Injunes: i Where Treated (Name of hospita Artiicial Respiration Used? -
Ampuiation {7 Back Injury [ Broken Bone(s) ¢ pital I Yes [ No -
" {3 Bumns {] Contusion [ Dislocation . .
{1 Head injury 1 Hypothermia [7 tntemal injuries Physician m Attendance? | Physician's name ] . ] :
[ Lagaration [J Neck Injury ] Shock [Jves [INo- o v - . .
[3 Spinal Injury {1 Sorain/Sirain [ Teeth ] E : ) o -
REMARKS: Describe Bneﬁy What Happened (f dlagram is needed attach separately or attach palice report) Ve 5' gel MC ' 2443 SS :
w
—
0
% the water. Driver and witne - - 5 i i i )
< ; : ' : T
o3
w0 . [
4] 2
E = J 3 driven 0 NEK 2
& | was_then turned aover fo Fire Dept.
o
" |Acests Name Char.ge
[Jves & No {Nems Charge
- 1. Name of Witnesspy .- | Tetephan 2. Name of Witness, ..
w ¢ er] N
# | Address of Wilness, RS Address of Witness -
a ; .
uw : State Ci
E G mr %857 : ‘ Sateyy AP 8924
Location of Witness s : Location of Witness
Abhoard Vecsel Aboard Vesgel
Reported by {(Name) JTelephone Na. Repon Received By (Name) Date and Time 3:42
= . .
g 911 operator =D Dav_ [1PMm
o Address Investigator Rank ./ -|Badge No.] 327
L Marine Dpn ut
= i State - ZIP code " |Investigator Signafure
City - : g D. Neubeck 5 2 ﬂ'_/ /é
Complaint closed by. [J Arrest X Service Rendered [0 Other. [ Excéptional Clearance
LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION : ,

Submit this completed Report to: |
. MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

PO BOX 30021 E

LANSING MI 48908- 75 1 PR 9257 (Rev. 11/15/2000)



OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF DEPT.

INCIDENT | PROSECUTlON”MWW‘ 52. ikt 5

01

‘ ;ﬁ?}: (;;e{l)'e)c:srgghs}[’;’;i‘I Pontiac, M} 48341 RE PORT PO# , '
FAX: .(248)452-2102 ORI # MI 6316300 W PRIMARY i SUPP PAGE____ OF ____
DATE . - | DAY SHIFT PLAY BADGE 1 BADGE2 - ' UCR ADMIN YEAR INCIDENT #
7-4-06  [TUE [ 02| 01 {1327 _|CLOICLO |06 | 66183
RECEIVED DISPATCHED ]ARRNED COMPLETED DATE(S) OCCURRED TIME(S) OCCURRED : HOUR DAY
02, 1542 | 1542 | 1551 | 1636 | 07/04/06 1542 | lTUE

LOCATION/ ADDRESS

{DIRECTION, STREET, SUFFIX, QUALIFIER)

LOCATION 2 (INTERSECTING STREET)

ID. Neubeck #1327

03 Union Lake Northwest Shorllne
. ey STATE | ZIP CODE BUSINESS NAME | BUSINESS PHONE
04Commerce Twp." M| 48382 1] L
" |ESTABCODE | QRIGIN - HOW ACTIVATED EEPORT ETAKEN RECBADGE |DISPBADGE |UNIT 1 UNIT 2
"“PHONE L3PERSON 911 iL"FOP . iPERSON ZMDT SCEN = PHONE _ R :
05 Tirop | D)OTHER 8 pisp L) OTHER L STATION ‘T OTHER 1 327 8831 .
) NATURE OF INCIDENT #1 ATT [3 | CRIME CLASS 3;0 . BIAS | WEAPON [#PREM| ACTIVITY |POINT OF ENTRY / ATTACK
. : UG : ) . :
106/ Boating Accident | 3455 | B N
NATURE OF INCIDENT #2 ATY 2 | sEC CLASS WEAPON |# PREM| ACTIVITY | METHOD OF ENTRY f ATTACK .
07! | : ) L ‘ -
\ NATURE OF INCIDENT #3 T ATT T 1|SECCLasS  |ALC | BIAS | WEAPON |#PREM| ACTWITY |TOOL/OBJECT fWEAPON .
08 . DRUGS - (2 . . . .
: comp_ [0f ! I - i
NATURE OF INCIDENT #4 ATT [, | SECCLASS  |ALC . BIAS | WEAPON |#PREM| ACTMITY |OTHER CHARACTERISTICS |
09 B : ’ DRUGs 2 c .
) comp | Py
CODES (1)REPT'D BY (2JOWNER (3)VICT (4)PERS INTERV (5JARREST (6)SUSP (7)MISS'G (8JWITN (9)SECURD BY (OJJUV ARESST (D)DRIVER (PJPASSNGR (R)RESPONSIBLE (S)SUMMONED (XMISC
" lcope VICT# | ACT! RST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) RAC VICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE
10131 ¢ - 101 _ I W, - |
CODE E, SUFFIX) {ACTUAL VICTIM'S REF) RAC RELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM
T3, 1 T i W Self
i ADDRESS (DIRECTION, STREET, sumx, QUALIFIER} oy ' STATE -|2IP )
121 7063 Villa Drive Waterford MI (48327 -
. | HOME PHON DRIVER'S LICENSE # CONN_ [TYP RELToom /1 INJ[VCIRC] JHC
13 = PH ] Da I / O
T2 s )i
F RAC|SEX AGE
14 JWIM 01/26/65 41
_ STATE |zIP
15 g MI 148324
E [MEIGHT | WEIGHT STYLE BuLD SKIN TONE
16, 508 |175 IMED |
STATE SID # IMISC# _
17| Ml , B
ALIAS (MAIDEN , FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) COMMENTS / CLOTHING /ETC. VIOLATION
187 _ ‘ ,
ARREST CHRG 1| ARRESTDATE =~ | PLAT |BADGE 1 BADGE 2 FM |DIS|ARREST GHRG 2| ARREST DATE PLAT |BADGE1 BADGE 2 £, EE
19 » | } ,
OST|MCN |CLR|Armed at Arrest ORIGIN  piSp STATUS FINGERPRINTS | GHR ___ AGTION REQUESTED .
20 . _. FOP T 'PER [157] JAILED 30" APPERANCE TCKT| [ YES [ YES| 155 ARREST WARRANT 3(3 PADLOCK FORFEITURE
: | ~MDT ) TEL j20) RELEASED 4 NOT ARRESTED B np BB NO | 200 SEARCH WARRANT 41— INJUNCTION s .3 OTHER
CODES _(H)HOLD (S} STOLEN (Y) CONTERFEIT (F) EVIDENCE (L) LOST {A) ATTACKED (R) chovsnsn {F) FOUND (C) CONFISCATED (X) IMPOUNDED (V) SUSPECT VEHICLE (B) BURNED
CODE DESCRIPTION PROPTYPE | QUANTITY © | YEAR | MAKE MODEL
21V | 1 |watercraft 391 O l | FourWinns
STYLE | COLORS MONTH] YEAR [STATE LICENSE PLATE
22\WCIWHI |BLU #093 |07 (M| ¥ : e L
STOLEN /MAGED RECOVERED BERTY TAG # OCATION PROPERTY NCIC #
23 S | ! .
COMMENTS / INSURANCE COMPANY / LEIN HOLDER / BANK REC BADGE 1 | RECBADGE2 |LEO| RECOVERY DATE DG TYPE| DRUG AMOUNT | MEAS
24 ' ' ;
BRIEF SUMMARY OF OFFENSE 1o
_25 (TITLE / SUMMARY) See Narrative Page. I
~ t
26 o
AN
27 N
&
28 ,
INVESTIGATING OFFICER(S) REVIEW, ﬁS'GNEU 0 |1 affirm the above information is true and carrect.
2L S =S 27 t
: [0.1.C. Signature Dﬂ// U)Q’ _ @/ -



Page

: of.

. | Jéd?/ MZ% . ,
(OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE POX
1201 N, Telegraph Rd., Pantiac, M? 48341 PERSON / WlTNESS TPRIMARYSUPF
Phone: 248-858-6001 ORI MIS316300 LIST P -
DATE _ DAY T FLAT BADGE 1 TEADGE 2 TR poMIN VEAR NCIDENT #
107-04-06 TUE 02 1327 : iCLO CLO |06 66183
ICODES (1)REPT'D BY (2)OWNR (3)VICT (4)PERS INTRV (5}JARRST (6)SUSP (7)MISS'G (B)WITN {2)SECUR'D BY (0)JUV ARRST (D)ORIVR (P)PASSNGR (R)RESPONSEL (S)SUMM'D (X}MISC

WATNESS TYPES (HWIHANDWRTNG (EX)EXPERT (EY)EYEWITNSS (OF)POLICE OFFCR (CO)COMPLAINTNT (CM)CHEMIST (MDMEDICL (VC VICTM (OC)OIC {(RG)RES GESTAE (MS)MISC

JAGE |

DMA)L

(e

ICODE VICT# rCTUAL VICTIM (LAST. FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) .IRAC EX DOB CTIM TO RECEIVE CVRANOTICE ~ -
PE ICODE INAME {LAST, FIRST MIDDLE, SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIV" S REP) IRAC JSEX [oOB JAGE .|JRELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM
Depdty Karchnick m | C :
IADDRESS ON/STREET, SUFFIX, QUALIFIER} my ISTATE  2IP
1700 1 Road Auburn Hills Mi 148326 ,
HOME PHONE USINESS PHONE RIVER‘S-LICENSE # . |CONN LTOOFN# / “INg N CIRC - C
‘ / /
4 ! /
& MMENTS / TESTIMONY R R
ss:stmg offi cerladm;mstered PBT with the results of .01.
SERVICE BY
‘ : : MAIL DPD
ICODE ICT# JACTUAL VICTIM {LAST, FIRST, MIODLE, SUFFIX) 0B GE ICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE
F’E ICODE -TYP  [NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX} {ACTUAL VICTIM'S REP) - AGE [RELATION TO ACTUAL VlC‘I_'lM
' F |Deputy Fitzpatrick -
JADDRESS (DIRECTION, STREET, SUFFIX, QUALIFIER) . TATE P
3 14 .
1700 Brown Road : e uburn Hills -~ I~ 148326
HOME PHONE BUSINESS PHONE TATE [DRIVER'S LICENSE # ICONN 1 rEL TO OFN # . / NG PICIRC WHG
" - /
, : / /
ICOMMENTS / TESTIMONY :
Assisting. officer.-
[SERVICE BY '
‘ DMAIL C [eo
ICODE ICT# CTUAL VICTIM (L AST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) EX [o]:] IAGE NICTIM TG RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE
- . M . '
PE ODE FN-TYP INAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIM'S REP) BAC EX [DOB JAGE [RELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM
ADDRESS (DIRECTION, STREET, SUFFIX. QUALIFIER) CiTY EATE 1P
HOME PHONE | . USINESS PHONE STATE |DRIVER’S LICENSE # CON_N TYP. [REL TO OFN# / INJ V CIRC HC
3 3 / /
2[4 / /
COMMEN’TS /TESTIMONY . ]
ERVIGE BY

INVESTIGATING OFFICER(S) -
TR ”
D, Nageak™? 4

REVIEWED BY

ATTENTION TO

0.C. Signature

I Affirm the above information is true and correct.




M?/W/XZ 54@;’ PageD of

OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE |
12'(\):(r~ll‘.A'l'aIegmph Rd., Pantiac, IIW48341 PERSON l WlTNESS RIMARYSUPP -
hone: 248-B58-5001 ORI# MIE316300 - LIST - L e -
IDATE AY - HIFT PLAT ) DGE 1 ADGE 2 UCR ADMIN - ) AI‘{ B ) NCIdENT #
107/04/06 TUE . 02 1327 ‘ ICLO__ Lo jo6° - 66183
SJISUMM=D DOMISC

JICODES (1)REPT=0 BY (2JOWNR (3)VICT (4)PERS INTRV (5)ARRST {6)SUSP (7)MISS=G (B)WITN (9ISECUR=D BY {O}NUV ARRST (D)DRIVR (P)PASSNGR {RIRESPONSBL

n
ITNESS TYPES (HWIHANDWRTNG (EXJEXPERT (EY)EYEWITNSS (OFJPOLICE OFFCR (COJCOMPLAINTIT (CM)CHEMIST (MDMEDICL (VCIVICTM {OCJOIC (RGRES GESTAE (MSPMISC
Fo

CODE IMICT#  JACTUAL VICTIM (LAST, FIRST, MIDOLE, SUFFIX} C |SEX PGE ICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE
PE -TYP  INAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIM=S REP) RAC |SEX [DOB ‘AGE ELATION TO ACTUAL VICTiM
ODE . : . !
OIC Deputy Dan Neubeck M
' JADDRESS DIRECT )VSTREET SUFFIX, QUAUFIER) ITY B . ISTATE . RIP
' C/Q/OCS Marine Division ’ S
'HOME PHONE USINESS PHONE STATE [DRIVER=S LICENSE # ICONN TYP |REL TO OFN # / INJ ‘NCIRC PHC .
o 48-391-0256 ' ' & -
_ _ , / /-
| /- -
ICOMMENTS / TESTIMONY .
reporting officer
ERVICE 8Y
) ) : MAIL =]
JCODE ICT# CTUAL VICTIM (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) RAC EX O_B GE [VICTIMTQ R_ECEIVE CVRA NOTICE
PE IAGE {RELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM

W-TYP _[NAME (LAST, FIR MIDDLE, SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIM=S REP)

RAC SEX  [DOB
W F [03/29/65 M1

7Y o TATE

P .
MI . 148324

RIVER=5 LICENSE # : [CONN PR T 7 N NGRC PAc

[COMMENTS I TESTIMONY -

Passanger in vessel.

- ERVICE 8Y
) ) . MAIL DPD
ICODE CT# CTUAL VICTIM (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) (o] EX DOB GE ICTIM TQ RECEVE CVRA NOTICE
1 ' . , M .
PE oDl -TYP A ! J MIDDLE, SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIM=S REP) RAC EX DOB IAGE " '[RELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM
Ey b M 01/26/65 41
) AQI?{-\‘E&S ] D[RECT JON, STREET, SUFFIX, QUALIFIER) TATE P
MI 8324
OME PHONE  |BUSINESS PHONE [STATE |DRIVER=SLICENSE # / NJ CIRC JIHC
' /
ICOMMENTS / TESTIMONY
Driver of vessel.
ERVICE BY
MAIL PD




4

/' ; Page

N

‘ . e of .
AKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE O# .
1201 N. Telegraph Rd., Pontiac, MI 48341 PERSON / WITNESS - FRIVARYSOPP
Phone; 248-858:5001 ORI MI6316300 |_ IST A o ,
DATE DAY HIFT PLAT ADGE 1 BADGE 2 ADMIN‘ IYEAR INd DENT #
07/04/06 TUE D2 1327 CLO CLO . 06 66183
ICODES {1)REPT=D BY (2)OWNR (3)VICT (4}PERS INTRV (5]JARRST (B)SUSP (7)MISS=G (8)WITN (Q&CUR-U BY (0)JUV ARRST .[DDRIVR (P)PASSNGR (R)RESPONSBL (SISUMM=D (XIMISC |- v
o MWITNESS TYPES (HW)HANDWRTNG (EX)EXPERT (EY)EYEWITNSS (OF)POLICE OFFCR (CO)COMPLAINTNT (CMJCHEMIST sMD)MEDJCL C)VICTM {OC)OIC (RGIRES GESTAE (MSIMISC -
‘lcobe VICTH  JACTUAL VICTIM (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFiIX) ~ Rislel JACE MICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NO'HCE
e . . ) :
PE 0D -TYP E, SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIM=S REP) RAC EX [pOB IAGE ELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM
° Ey S W M 09/22/66 39 :
JLO! ION, STREET, SUFFIX, QUALIFIER) ISTATE  [2IP R
. B o Mr. 48327
OME PHONE ’ BUS!NESS PHONE TATE PRIVER=S LICENSE # RELTO OFN# MJ V CIRC UHC ’
!/ [
, _ !l
ICOMMENTS / TESTIMONY
Observer in vessel. -
i ~ [sERVICE BY
. . MAIL PD
CODE VICT# W:TUAL VICTIM {LAST, FIRST, MIDOLE, SUFFIX) . oB GE " VICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE
IPE o T ) M]pDLE, SUFFIX) (ACTUAL V!CTIM=S REP) OB . V\GE_ RE_LATI ON TO ACTUAL VICTIM
’ ' ; s - 08/02/96 {9 -
TATE P
; ' , _ aterford Ml 48327
BUSINESS PHONE RIVER=S LICENSE # FONN P . |RELTO OFN# / » INJ ‘v CIRC HC
, / /
o I / |
ICOMMENTS / TESTlMONY_ -
Passenger in vessel.
.
. ) . ERVICE BY -
. _ . MAIL PD .
ICODE ICT# \CTUAL VICTIM (LAST, FIRST, MIDOLE, SUFFIX) C EX 0B GE ICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NGTICE
M
RAC. |SEX [DOB AGE \TION TO ACTUAL VICTIM
W M j04/18/64 . B
Y ] TATE [ZIP
PR , \Waterford M 48327
BUSINESS PHONE TATE |DRIVER=S LICENSE # ICONN YP REL, TO OFN# / CINJ VCIRC  {HC
' i IRIRE /- / ‘
. 2 4 / ' /
[COMMENTS / TESTIMONY
Passenger of vessel.
ERV!CE BY
DMAIL PO
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AKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF OFFICE
1201 N. Telegraph Rd., Pontiac, M| 48341 PERSON I WITNESS PRIMARYSUPP
Phone: 248-858-5001 ORI Mi6316300 LlST IR .
DATE S T BLAT . JPADGE 1 BADGEZ . [UCR ADMIN R “JNCIDENT #
07/04/06 TUE 02 1327 CLO CLO 6 66183 .
RIVR (PJPASSNGR (RJRESPONSBL (S)SUMM=D (XIMISC |

CODES (1)REPT=D BY (2 NR (3)VICT {4)PERS INTRV (5)ARRST (6)SUSP (7)MISS=G (B)WITN (3)SECUR=D BY (OJJUV ARRST

IWITNESS TYPES (HWHANDWRTNG (EX)EXPERT (EY)EYEW!TNSS {OF)POLICE OFFCR (CO)COMPLAINTNT (CM)CHEMIST (MDMMEDICL (VC)VICTM (OC)OIC (RGIRES GESTAE (MS)MISC
CODE ICT#  JACTUAL VICTIM (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) RAC EX |pOB ] IAGE [VICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE
PE -TYP AME (LAST, FIRST’.'M'IDDLE. SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIM=$ REP) C BEX poOB JAGE RELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM
MD [Tretinik,-Shawn . . ‘ M
DRESS * (DIRECTIONJS‘TREET, SUFFIX, QUALIFIER) oy . . TATE 1P
Commérce Fire Station #2 . x . ' , .
. HOME PHONE BUSINESS PHONE TATE DRIVER=S LICENSE# ) ICONN ITYP FEL TOOFN # / ING VCIRC bBHC
: ' 4 . . .
, f /
/- /
ICOMMENTS ! TESTIMONY . -

First Fire/Rescue personal on scene.

BERVICE BY
MAIL [:]po
GOE CT# |ACTUAL VICTIM (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) GE VICTIM TO RECEIVE CVRA NOTICE
‘ fE oDE W-TYP  INAME (LAST, FIRST. MIDDLE. SUFFIX) (ACTUAL VICTIM=S REP) AGE [RELATION TO ACTUAL VICTIM
IADDRESS GIRECTION, STREET, SUFFIX, GUALIFIER) FTE -F

HOME PHONE USINESS PHONE - {STATE IDRIVER=S LICENSE# A JCONN [TYP RELTOOFN# - / NJ PI CIRC HC

BH - —

[COMMENTS / TESTIMONY

v : - - [BERVICEBY _
: . . [war [eo
CODE TCTH _ |ACTUAL VICTIM (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) A Eax o8 RGE [VICTIM TO RECEIVE GVRA NOTICE
PE Toone  [V-1YP |NAME [LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE, SUFFIX) {ACTUAL VICTIM=S REF} C [ex |pos RGE |RELATION TG ACTUAL VICTIM
ADDRESS — JDIRECTION, STREET., SUFFIX, GUALIFIER) , Y . (ﬁwe 3
FIGME FHONE PUSINESS PHONE - [STATE |DRIVER=S LICENSE # CONN — [rvP REL TO OFN# ) W poRc pe
' 1[]s - /
, {2 4 / /
GWMMENTS 7 TES TIMONY
SERVICE BY

MAIL DPD :




s Ay, G

1201 N. Telegraph Rd., Pontiac, MI 48341

Phone: 248-858-501 [ ORI #MI6316300 . NARRATIVE REPORT . a SUPRESS Cl PRIMARYE] SUPP PAGE___ OF o
DATE DAY ' SHIFT PLAT BADQ-EL BADGE 2 INCIDENT STATUS CRIME ASS : YEAR> INCIDE‘E'Z
236%4- ‘ gUE _Qz | 1327 O Cuhanmes? ,S_E«Ta 3455» 1106 [ 66183

2 SOURCE: Dispatched

4 INFORMATION: While on patrol upon Union Lake in Commerce, Township MI I was d1spatched toa

5 Boatmg Accxdent on the Northwest Shorelme of the lake. Upon arriving in the area, , the victim S i
g s being transported to the Department of Natural Resources Access Siteina blue and _

"7 white Four Winns vessel with Michigan registration %NS S. West Bloomfield and Commerce Townshlp

- 8 Fire Departments were already on scene and standing by at the DNR access site. I assmted the vessel to the dock

9 at which time Fire Departmem personal entered the vessel and admlmstered treatment to the vu:tlm

10

11 ACTION TAKEN: I began to interview the subjects on board the vesseims) in which the accidei:t '
12 occurred. | also checked the immediate area for any other witnesses in the area; however, I was unable to locate

13 any further witnesses.

" 14

15 INTERVIEW WITH MELISSA TRAYNOR gl stated her husband 4k T
Bies) behind his boat in a tube along the northwest shorelme of Umon Lake Sub)ect

* 16 pulling victim .
17 stated she was sﬂtmg in the front of the vessel. Subject said that the victims husband (PHliijShmmmler
18 Q) was facing the rear of the vessel and was designated as the spotter. The victim’s two children 4

19 40y 2pe O and MESINERIIEY 2o 8) were both riding near the front of the vessel. Subj"ect said the tube flipped

20 over and the victim was observed floating face down in the water. Subjeet stated that her husband and the

21 victim’s husband jumped into the water and pulled the victim into the boat.

22

23 INTERVIEW WITH THOMAS TRAYNOR: m stated he was operatmg his vesse NN
gilgifer) on a tube. Subject stated he

24 along the northwest part of Union Lake while pulling the victim (sl
25 was travehng at approximately 30-35 mph when the tube suddenly ﬂxpped over. Subject stated victim was
26 observed laying face down in the water. SubJect stopped his vessel and jumped into the lake without a personal

27 flotation device on. Subj ect turned the victim over so her face was out of the water. Subject stated the victim

| REVIEWED BY:; ‘ ASSIGNED TO:'

INVESTIGATING OFFICER(S)

Y, }\}EJ%GC&%‘%Z?_

1 affirm the above information is true and correct.

O.LC. Signature .




, ;)AK!JANDACOUNII‘Y SHERIFF OFFICE _‘ /éﬁ 7// W/ g& é} A , Z/ y ﬁ CUE

10
11
12
13
14 M
15
16
17

18
19

20

21

]201 N..Telegraph Rd., Pontiac, M1 48341 .

Phone: 248 858-5011 - ORI #M16316300 . NARRATIVE REPORT : D supmsss ' EPR]MARYD supp PAGE or’

seemed like she was unconscious when he reached her. Subject held the victim m the water untﬂ the victims

SR ) entered the water and assisted him in getting the victim onto the stern of the vessel:

Sub}ect saxd tlley called 911 and started to drwe back to the DNR boat launch He also stated throughout the B

1n01dent that CPR was not admm1stered at any time.

INTERVIEW WITH DAVID ZIEGLER SubJect was interviewed by Deputy Karchmck #55 0 at Huron -
Valley Hospltal See written statement. - - :

CONTINUED ACTION TAKEN I conducted an inspection of the respon51ble vessel :,“g_ with the -
vessels reglstered owner (w who was operating the vessel at the tlme of the acmdent Through '

the inspection It was determined that all the necessary equipment was onboard the vessel Dunng my mteract10n

with Mrfm I did not detect any odor of intoxicants nor did the sub_]ect appear to be under the mﬂuence of

~ any substances. West Bloomfield Fire Department transported the victim to Huron Valley Hosp1ta1 T followed |

r. T back to his dock located at 2323 Union Lake Road tor follow up. Deputy Ka.rchmck #550 and -
Deputy Fltzpatnck in unit 8808 arrived at this location at which time a Prehmmary Breathalyzer Test was . . ’
admmxstered by Deputy Karchmck which registered .01. Pictures of the respon31ble vessel and tube were 4

obtained.

STATUS: Closed '

1 offirm the above information is true and correct.

INVESTIGATING OFFICER(S)

b lQGUEL—c #i|

Q.I.C. Signature

REVIEWED BY: [ ASSIGNED TO:
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COUNTY OF OAKLAND o=y b 7

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

MICHAEL J. BOUCHARD

COMPLAINT# Db~ LLIFS

- NAME

ADDRESS
DATE OF BIRTH {3 DY (o
DATE & TIME ;}w A,‘M (-/

- STATEMENT

M

HOME

WORK

"U@(L -
e ao Alﬁl/ﬂm //)/L\MM Lojf ,é(?/!/ff Aﬁ/\

z j Z 4 /1A gL A 23 ¢ Y ALt TLy

$

/\MMM/( Waa ol nvsine
/-

OFFICER'S SIGNATUREjD»VAl, ,/' / #1327

48670

SIGNATURE

927982-AS (4-89) _
BLDG 10 EAST % 1201 N TELEGRAPHRD. * PONTIAC Ml 48341-1044



- 92-982.A5 (4-99)

o ' S //d’?//M/XO
COUNTY OF OAKLAND 5% /ﬁ // 5

OFFlCE OF THE SHERIFF

MICHAEL J. BOUCHARD

| WITNESS STATEMENT  COMPLAINT #: ~(06f"é;>'6/§2?

NAME _ sl e

i

ADDRESS _“ZRigil e R : i ,
’ DATEOFBIRTH\ ékg_ \Q\ \ _ TELEPHONE SNl . W rove

DATE & TIME __)_\ N LR

" STATEMENT _

]
m )
\G\MI_\

W%M&QQL\ W g \Ni-q——&;\; ) ‘ N
s - R, Lauase

T S O s
, N

SIGNATURE

46670

BLDG 10 EAST + 1261 NTELEGRAPHRD * PONTIAC M _48341-1044 '






 WONIMELL5D

COUNTY OF OAKLAND © &/wb/f '

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF

MICHAEL J. BOUCHARD

WITNESS STATEMENT ~  COMPLAINT # (Ob- 8678 3 '

- Name S

ADDRESS

- YA Yy

DATE OF BIRTH 7 A \01(5,66, - TELEPHONE HOME
- DATE&TIME - ' WORK

STATEMENT //J/T@//é:d/ ) L -1414/,2_ MLMJ_/, ,émﬁ— TorFe
Sty pres BoBA . L P /4;-4&%4/ //"%’aaﬁ Botpp i/
(el //J//Zf  Fare Jopon g&ﬂ‘ Tl  SEcieang
THr e jise ped s plaTeE . Liried  poAf S Feme
Loar” _azovene/, = ///Mﬂyo! //4 A ///Af-/aé 7.

2.
Mithede T 4 4/ biB?  CPiredd, et

B P a4 ;//7'/5 =Lt ZZZ%%/ == ;/
T Lnpper phee YL Lo B potfeT Aot
TP //ﬁﬁ A7 /“—’ﬁﬁ?x«_, Ao )P FeeF [y L
DA Ko ww“v 5;«/4447/%4& /ﬁ)ﬁq/é,qé Fface dbpers o
Frpce ///-0 ‘

OFFICER'S SIGNATURE “—:':77’/‘—'——\47

- 50 46670
BLDG 10 EAST ® 1201 N TELEGRAPHRD % PONT)AC M 483411044

SIGNATUREK
92-982-AS (4-99)







s Wes bk
o .f; 5273365"»: ¥ OAKLAND COUNTY EMS RUN.

M1 AU AART L "ﬁ'\m:”wmnw" 4w
, —cmyUnit#' . &AZy i Notified <. . ‘531
hddent#- 29722  perival - \6 Qz

. MCIPTS ;. = - of . !
-1 . :
Inc. Locatiern LA L.oc‘c.\m____ ” \é:o

Tonspunlt' |- 3
Pre-Intervertion: l.AgchNw:-'o Arval Time - { .~ .

’ : T P 52 § Backin o "3 :
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UNITED STATES DISTRICTCOURT bt &

EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

e - ———
S : -  Case 206w13485
‘ Assigned To: Cleland, RobertH
S , cmpm V. SPORTSSTUFF
SPORTSSTUFF, INC., B -
Dcfendant.
- ND JURY DEMAND
Y, by and through her attomeys, The Googasian Firm, P.C., alleges as
follows:

| Nature c;f Acﬁon
1. This divcrsity action arises frbm Defendant Sportstuff, inc.’s design, manufﬁcturc‘,
testing and marketing of a dangerous water spért moduct — the Wego Kite Tube (the “kite tube™) - -
to consumérs thrdughout the'Um'ted States in 2006. Sportsstuff sold more than 19,000 kitc tubes,
 which had a retail price of between $500 to $600, from latc 2005 1o July 2006.
2. On July 13, 2006, this dangcrous product was pulled from the market in a massive
~ recall coordinated‘by the United Stutes Consumer Products Safety Commission, but only after the kite
tube scriously harmed scores of people, including, Plaintiff m For months prior to the
recall, Sportsstuff Was awarc that its product w;Ls defective and unreasonably dangerous duc to an
.inability to contro] the Kite tﬁbc from sudden, violent shifts while in flight, but the company

continued to sell its product and failed to warn consumers, leading to the serious injuries sustained -
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| by Ms. and others. Spnﬁstuﬁ' unleashod on Qnsuspcctmg consumers a pmduct that was
desnned to kill and qemusly injure. - |
m@ | |
3. ) is 2 citizen ’of ‘Michigan.

4. Defendant Spoxtsstuﬁ' lac. (“Spmtsstuﬂ”hsaforclgn u)rpumuon mcorporatcd under
- the laws of the Stute of Ncbraska, and its prmcxpal place of busmess is in Omaha Nebraska.
Spm't%stuff' s regmtered agent for the stats of Nebraska is Lcmy Petemon whose addrcss is 11213 E,
Circle, Suite A, Omaha, Ncbmska, 68137 o | | o
‘5 | bportzmtuﬁ carries ona contmuoua and systemahc part cf its gcncral busm%s 1ﬁ
Michigan, mcludmg, but not limited to, the markenng and eale of i rts inflatablc water qport pmducts ‘
1o mdmduals and/or busmes:m wnthm the state of chhlgan

- 6. Upon mtormatmn and behef the kite tubc that mJured Ms. ik

| 2006 by a third party from a retailer in Mlchlgan that had purchased the product d:roctly from
bportsstuﬂ”. ‘ | A
7. . Sportsstuff also engages dircctlj m q;vm&crcial trmsécticms with Michigan résidénts |
Ain numerous ways, including, but not limited to, through its Web site which allows Min:iﬁgan ,
purchasers of the rewlled kite tube product to choose onhne and make arrangement.s for recelpt of
-b replacement products “ o
| | Juri'sgigzig‘,n‘ and Venue
8. This Court has jurisdic,"tibn over this.action pu:ﬁuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(&)(1)'.
9 Vcnﬁc cxistsbpu.rsu'ant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(aX1). | | |

10.  The amount in-coﬂtroversy exceeds $75,000, cxclusive‘ol‘interest and costs.
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. 11.  Sportsetuffis subject to the junsdlctlon of Mlchngan courts’ pursuant to MCL600 71 l

et seq. ,
| Factnal Backg round'
Sportsstuff Designs, Manufactures and Markets The Wego Kite Tube

12. | Sportsstuff designed, manufactured and marketod the Wego Kite Tube (thc “ln te tube”)}
as a one-passenger, inflatable, round water sport product that was to be towed behind a motor boat
and to become airbotne. | |

13.  Accordingto Sportsstuff, “The B;qic idea omﬁng is 'sit.nplc: The kite'rider ﬁééitions :
himself on the tube while it is tethered to the watercraft. As the boat moves f'orward mto thc wmd .
the kite and rider rise out of the water to perform a watcr ballct in thc air.” L . | o

14.  Even after the announced recall of the kite tube on July 13, 2006, Si)dns;stuff has;
obntinued to feature the kite tube on the opcnfng pan olf its web site.— ww'vw.sportss:g‘gvft!'-pm - wiz},
an ﬁlustraﬁon depicting 2 woman flying thrdugh the air on a kite tube pulied bchmd a motor boat.
A copy of this iHustrStion is attached to this Complaint as Auachment A. |

15, Sportsstuff adomns the kite tube with winged skulls,

Sportsstuff Decep_tively M;rke'zs and Promotes The Kite Tube |
- 16.  Atall relevant ﬁmes, Sportsstuff decoptively markcted and prombtod the kite ?ui:c a8 -

a reasonably safe product. |

17. According to Sportsstuff “the mystery of flight becomes real” with the kite tube.

18.  Sportsstufl promotes its kite tube with the phrase “Born (o Fly'”

“19. Acoording to Sportsstuff, the kite tube is “the next generation of actioﬁ lowable. .. .,

taking you to a whole new level of excitémenl! Whip across the water like a deck tube, or fly though


http://www.sportsstufTcom
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 the ir like 4 bird! Expcncncc the thrill of fhght as you tise abovc the watcr rcachmg mcredlble
helghts leaving nothmg but adrenaline in your wake ‘ : . |

20 Accordmg to Sportsstuﬁ' “the kxte tube i is unhke any nther towablc tubc, lt can sustmn |
ﬂlght at various helghts for long penods of time.” | A | |
21.  Sportsstuff supphics purchasers of the ki fe tube; with an ‘;‘inmétional DVD,” but the-
video features professional boat d;iyém and profcssionsl athl;tm miﬁg the kite tube in a controlled
environment. | o B | . -
. 22, Sportsshﬁ 5 “instructionél DVD” dépicts the kite tube being towed at speeds f;ister‘
than what 1t recommends to consumers. | | B _ - | | : L
23, At all relevant ume:,, Spom':tuﬂ dewptwely marketed and promoted the kite tubeas .
dpmduct for whlch the ﬂlght of the kite tubg and the safety of the rider eould be cqntrolled by the
pcrsons mvolvod in usmg it o | | | | ‘

| 24, 7 In fact, a rea:,onably prudem user of the km: tube is not able to control the flight ori ,
dlrectlon of the kite tube, and the kitc tubc is su'mect to violend, eponlaneous, downward shnﬁs and
‘crashes into thc water that cannm be foreqeen or wntrolled |

' 25 Sportsstuff told purchasers of the kite tube that “mzfsuse or i:ﬁproper use of the kite
tube could result in risks, dangers and hazards whi ch may résnlt in serious 'i‘njury or death,” when, in
fact, a rcasonably pfudem useT O féhe product could be seﬁpusly injur_ed orkilled ’dut; tothe ﬁte tube’s
hldden defects and daugers o

26.‘ Sports%luﬂ a]w informed purchascrs of the kltc tubc that the boat driver controlled |

. the safety of (he kite tube rider ar;d that "‘ridcl_' safety is in the hands of the boat driver and spotter,”

ﬂé&7///¢8&,%70 _
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when, in fact, a kite tube nder in ﬂxght can suddenly and vxolemly crash into the wzlter and beeolxie
sericusly injured due to unforesecable factors outside the wntml of any pcrson ' | |
27. - Sportstuff knew or should have known that a kite tube rider __could not_‘opera.te the
| product ina reasoﬁably safe W'dﬁe o multipla fgctofs affccung the flight of the kite tube thét
could not be controlled or forcseen | . |
| 28.  Sportsstuffknew or should have knownthat suddcn, violent fhps and dives of the Kite
tube dunng ﬂlg,ht werc beyond the oontml and/or undcrstanchng ofa reawnably prudent user of the
kite tube due to unforeseeable factom, mcludmg, but not hmzted to, wind shifts. -
| 29.. Sportastuﬁ' knew or should havc known thal the klte tube and its rider could slam into
the water and suslain serious mjunes duc to sudden wmd shifts and othcr factorq beyond any
' reasonably prudent user's control.
| '30 Sportsstuﬁ‘ knew or should have known that operatlon of the kite tubc mvolvcd
| material risks that were not obvious to a rgusopable prudent uscr of the kite tube and that these risks
 were not a matter of common knowledge to uécrs of the kite tube. |
31 Upon information and belief, at the time of manufacturc or distribution of tbc kitetube,
.Sportssruff had actual knowlodgc that the pmduct was dcfccnve and that there was a_ substantial
likelihood that the defect wauld cause injutics o useérs of the kite tube, and Sportsstuff willfully

disregerded that knowledge.
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Sportsstuff Becomes Aware Of Serions Kite Tube Accidents,
But Does Not Warn Consumers :

32.  PriortoJuly4, 2006, .Sportsstuﬁ' knew that persons thmughuut the Umtcd Stai:es and
Canada were becoming seriously injured and, in some cases, dying while usmg the klte tube dunng
Ats ﬁrstseasonofuseasaconsmncrpmduct._ o '

33.  Spccifically, prior to July 4, 2006 Sportsstuff was aware of at lcast two deatﬁs and
more than a dozen sem)us injuties sustained by pooplc usmg its kite tube, including i mymee such as,’
a broken neck, bmken vertebrae punctured lungs, broken legs, Jaw fracturcs, faclal m]unw, and .
losses of consciousness. |

34, Prior to July 4, 2006, Sportsstuff knew that kite tube accidénts cansmgsenous m_uuy )
were occurring due to factors that users could not control, including, but not limited to, sudden wmd =
shifts. | | | } A

35.  Priorto July 4, 2006‘,‘Sportss.tuff lcn_'ew that kite tube users were reporting acci;iérlt
sequences in which suddenly and unexpecledly their kite tubes were flipping a;nd/or crnshfﬁg mto the
water from significant heights, resulting in mjunes |

.36. Prior to July 4, 2006, Sportsstuff failed to inform or wam oonsumers regﬁrdmg the
nature of the kite tube awxdents that were repeatedly ocourring,

37.  Prior to July 4, 2006, Sportsstuff failed to inform or wam coosumers regardmg the
scrious inj unes that were arising in kitc tubc accidents. |

38.  Priorto J_uly 4, 2006, Sportsstuff fuwled to inform consumers that kité tube accidents
were ocourring and causing scrious injury dﬁc to uncontrol[able factors involving use ofthe product,

the facts about which could not reasonably be known by consumers.
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39.  PriortoJ uly 4, 2006 Sportsstuff failcd to inform consumers that mmuses oflme tubes
were occumng and eausmg serious injury, the facts about which could not rcasonablybe known by
consumers. ' |
| 40. . - Prior to .J uly 4, 2066, based on scicatific, fochnical and/of t;leglit_:"l] mfmmatum .
reasonably availéble to it, SportSsmff kn’g\\; abnut risks of harm to usel;#‘of the lutembeduc w o
factors that users could not control. | o L |
' '41 . Prior to July 4, 2006, despite its kﬁqwledge of scn"ouS injurics arising_-ﬁ‘mn use of the _
kite tubc and of the kite tube’s Tisk of harm, Sportstuff oonﬁnued io maﬁulictlire, dwtnbute, sell and .
market the kite tube without any mod1ﬁcahom reaping consldemble proﬁts SRt
A Kite Tube Accident Causes Michele Ziegler Scrious llljtll'y L
42. On July 4, 2006, on Union Lake in Qakland County, Mlchlgan, m rode; . _ ::
- a Sportsstuff kite tube for the first time. | |
43. The klte lube wis owned by a thn'd party and it was pun,hased eomehme after I une
15, 2006. | L
44. During her ride, Ms. 3 ﬂcv;' into the air nn the kite _tﬁbe.
45. The kite tube then suddcnly o;c;tumed and slammed into the water
46. Ms. »*‘Waé kﬁbckea unconscious during the crash into the watr. N

47. Js husband, hclped save Ms. “ from drowmng

48.  Asaresultof the klte tube accident, Ms. wgamcd scnous mjurles requiting
hoth emergency and subscquent mexical treatment, including, but not limited to, |uss of Qne Or MOre

vital bodily functions, including total loss of hearing in one ear and a loss of cquilibrium.

ﬂéW/WAZD
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Count [ - Statutory or Common Law Product Liability

49. Plaiﬁtiff repeats and rcaucg& the precedihg paragraphs.

50. - Atall relevant times, under applicable law, SportsstufTowed statﬂtoryomommon law

duties of reasonable care in the design, manufacture, testing, markcting and sale of the kite tube.

5t.  Sportsstuff breached its applicable statutory or common law duties with rogard to

design, manufacture, testing,markctihgand sale in numerous ways, including, but not limited to,by:

a.

b.

Failing to da'.ign, test and manufacture a product that waa rea.sonabl y safe; .
F diling to wém users of the kite tubc reparding the inability of any person to
control the kite tube when in flight; |

Failing to warn of one or more material riéks in using the kite tube that were
not obvions 1o ﬁregsonab}y mdmt usef of ﬂme kite tube and that were not a

matter of common knowledge to persons in the same or similar position as

.

" Failing to warnof a risk of harm to users of the kite tube due to uncontrollable |

variables about which Sportsstuff knew or should bave known based on
scientific, technical or medical information rcasonably availablt; to it;
Falsely representing to the boat driver pulling the: kite tube that “U Control”
the kite tube rider’s height and safety;

Deceptivél y marketing the kite tube with instructional and promotional videos
featuring profwsion.al drivers and athletes in controlled circumstances and
bbais éperating at higher Qpeeds than récommen’dal;

Resasonably foreseeablc misusc of the kite tub_c; and/os
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h. Manutactunngand qellmgaproductthal wasunrcasonamydmgem . and for PRSI

whxch it is strictly liable.

52' Asadirect and Pmmmateresultof Spoﬁssluﬁ’sbreach ofne apphcablccommonlaw o h

or statutory duty regarding its kite tubc, Ms. s fcrod and will contmuc to mﬁ'@r harm :

including, butnot limited to, loss of one or more vital bodil y funbhonb incl udmg, total loss ofhoanng "
| in one ear and a loss of ethbnmu, as wcll as mcdxcal CXpenscs, loss of mcome, and othcr damag% .
 WHEREFORE, lennffrequcsts that this Court cater a judgment in her favor and agamst L
Defendant in an amount thatis just and fair, plus exemplary damagtm, attomey fees, costs of ﬂns legal |
action, and mtercst | ' |
Count IT - Breach of Warranty

53.  Pluintiff repeats and realleges thc preceding paragraphs

54, Thekitetube UPOH which Ms.w- sustained her injuries was pum,hased 1ess than. L B |

. . P/
two weeks before her July 4, 2006 accident. ’f o

.55. At the time that Sportsstuff manufactured, marketed and sold the Iﬂtetube it knew of e
the use for which the kite tube was mtended and exphcnt] y and/or implicitly warranted that it was- of - -
merchantable quality and fit for its mtq:uded purpose. ' ’ |
56, Ms ” usod fhc kite tube for its intended puqmse.
57. Spoﬂastuﬁ'brcached its express and/or unphcd warrantics in thatthc lutc tubcwasnot
of memhantable quality, was not fit for its usc, and failcd its csscntial purposc. |
S58.  Asadirect and proximate result of Sportsstuff’s breach Qf its cxpreés ilnil/or implied , o

wurranties, Ms JSSpr has suffered and w_ill continue to suffcr harm, including, b‘utvnot limited to,
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loss of one or more vita! bodily functions, including, total loss of hearing in one ear and a loss of
equnhbn um, as well as medical expenses, loss of income, and other damagew ‘ |
| WHEREFORE Pluintiff recquests that th:s Court enter a judgment in her favor and against
Defendant in an amount that is just and fair, phus cxemplary damage_s. attorney fees, costs of this I_egal
| actibn, and interest. | | -
~ Count NN - Violation.of the Michigan Con;umer Protection Act |
59; Plaintiff fcpcats and léalleges the preceding pérégraphs | B
60. Sportsstuﬂ violated the Michigan Consumer Protection Au, MCLA 45 901 ef seq.
61. Sportssmff engagcd munfair, mcommonable and deccpnvc methods, acts or practices
- with regard to the sale and murketmg of the kite tubc to chhlgan consumerﬁ mctudmg, but not
himited to, repmsmtmg that the lutc tube was of a particular standard, quality or grade, when it was
not of that particular standard, quahty or grade, and failing to ravml matcr_ml facts, the omission of
which tended to miSlcad or deceive.consur'hers, and which facts coi:ld not reasonably be known By
» CONSUINCrs. | | a | | |
: 62;' “‘The facts that we;'c ﬁot revealed include, bﬁt are pot limited to, Sportsstuff’s
l;nowledgc of numcrous accidents and serious injuries arisingv from use of the kite tuﬁé ﬁrior to July
4, 2006, and Sportsstuff’s knowledge that a reasonably prudent pefﬁmj cannot control the kite tube
* froin sudden, violcat shifts while in flight. :
' 63. A§ a direct and proximate result of‘Spnﬂslsln fF' s violations of the Michigan Consumer
Protection Act, Mbw“ suffered and will contmue to suffer barm, including, but not limited
to, loss ol one or more vital bodxly functions, mcludmg, total loss ofhearmg in one ear and a loss of

equilibrivm, as well as medical expcnses. loss ofincome,‘and other damages.

10
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.. WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests that tlus Court cnter a Judgmcnt in her favor and agamst _
Defendant in un amount that is just and fair, plus cxcmplaIy damagc_:_s, statutory attorncy fees, oosts_

 of this legal action, and interest.

Dated: Angust 2, 2006

MAND

by and through her attomeys, The Googu.smn Fim, P..C,, hereby

demands a trial by j Jury in the above-entitled cause.

Dated: August 2, 2006
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ATTACHMENT A

http://www.sportsstuﬁ'.coni/hoﬁwpage/imagcs/inainlmage2.jpg o 8/2/2006
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1. Is this g case that has been previously d:smtssed"‘ , D YE§
) . No

If yes, give the I‘olowing mformatlon

Court:

Case No.:

Judge:

2. _ Other than stafed abiove, are there any pending or previously _
discontinued or dismissed companian cases In this or any other o B Yes
court, including state court? (Companion cases are matters inwhich 7] no -
it appears substantially similar evidence will be offered or the same '
or related parties are present and the cases arise out of the same

transaction OF occumence.)
if yes, give the following information.

Court:

" Case No.:

Judge:'

Notes : : . A ' S ; :
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1. Task Number 2. Investigator's ID _ _
060718HCC2690 8133 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVEST'GAT'ON
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 2006 07 09 2006 07 26
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint ' UPC

A 39 year old male injured his left knee during his first use of a kite tube. The boat was traveling at 38 mph on a lake
when the tube flipped over causing the rider to fall six feet to the water's surface. The same thing happened again
when another adult male was approx. 8 feet above the water's surface. This rider did not suffer any injuries.

COMMENTS: _YES NO
—-OVERRULED, ——

EXCISIONSIFOIAFxs &i
Revisions
Z NOT RE-HOTIFY RE-N7' /
7..Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State
9- SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE : NORRIS LAKE TN
10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO 53-5000
10D. Manufacturer Name and Address )
SPORTSTUFF
11213 E. Circle #A
Omaha, NE
11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number
0 NONE NONE
11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE
12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
39 1- Male 1 - Injured, not Hosp. 64 - Strain/Sprain
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved . (Operationaj / Travel)
35-KNEE 1 - Victim/Complainant 2 - Telephone 7/0
120. Attachment(s) 21. Case Source 22. Sample Collection Number
2- Documents 07 - Consumer Complaint
23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)
O Yes @ No O Verbal
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
- 08/29/2006 9071 Eric B. Ault
27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number
Inkster, Sandy E.; Spitler, Virginia R. 10670252A '
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SYNOPSIS

A 39 year old male injured his left knee during his first use of a kite tube. The tube turned

upside down causing the rider to fall six feet to the water’s surface. The same thing happened
again when another adult male was approx. 8 feet above the water's surface. He did

not suffer any injuries.

PRE-INCIDENT

This was the first use of the kite tube. The complainant’s friend purchased the tube a few
days earlier in anticipation of a boating outing. The complainant was the first person to
use the kite tube. He stated that the owner of the boat did view the instructional video
which came with the kite tube and did provide the complainant with instructions on how to
work the tube to get it into the air.

The tube was inflated and attached to the boat at a ski tow attachment tower
approximately 3 feet above the rear deck of the ski boat. The complainant climbed on the
tube. He was the only rider. The rope which came with the unit was being used and the
shortest length (beginner’s length) was chosen. The boat accelerated to approximately 38
mph. The complainant began trying to make the tube become airborne.

The weather was sunny and warm. There was nearly no wind.

The complainant stated that he had ingested no alcohol and was not taking any
medication. He is not handicapped. He stated that he is 69 inches tall and weighs 175
pounds. He stated that he was in good physical shape. He was wearing a life jacket and
swimming trunks. The complainant has done waterskiing and has used water tubes that
remain on the surface. He has never used a tube that can go airbormne.

INCIDENT

The complainant stated that he was able to make the tube fly approximately six feet
above the water. He was just attempting to figure out how to control the tube. He stated
that suddenly the tube flipped upside down and dumped him into the water.

The complainant stated that he had no warning of a problem and really had no control of
the tube. He did not have any time to signal the boat to slow down. He was unaware of a
problem until it was too late to do anything.

'POST INCIDENT

While the boat was turning around to recover the complainant he noticed that his left
knee was extremely sore. He stated that he remembered striking the water with his left
leg first. At that time he felt something break.

After getting back in the boat he decided not to try any other activities and declined to
ride the tube again. His left knee was painful and walking was difficult. The operator of
the boat then allowed another person to drive and tried to use the kite tube. He also was
dumped into the water from approximately eight feet off the water. He was not injured.
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Upon returning home, the complainant visited his doctor and then an orthopedic surgeon.
He was diagnosed as having a torn Medial Collateral Ligament in his left knee. Medical
action is still being discussed. Walking is presently painful for the.complainant.

The kite tube has been returned for a refund as part of a manufacturer recall. According
to the complainant, it appeared to be undamaged from its use.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

The complainant stated that the kite tube was a Wego brand kite tube and it was purchased
over the internet from Sportstuff, Incorporated, 11213 E. Circle #A, Omaha, NE 68137.
Model 53-5000. The complainant described the kite tube as approximately 8 to 10 feet
wide and inflatable. Since the incident, the unit has been returned no photos are available.

ATTACHMENTS

Ex. A — Persons interviewed
"Ex. B — Release of Name form.
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EXHIBIT A

PERSONS INTERVIEWED

declined to provide the names of other people involved in this incident. Other
interviews were not possible. ‘



U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
PO Box 531226

CINCINNATI, OHIO 45253
513-741-4919
FAX -- 513-741-1025

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank ydu for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product
safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned
"people to share product safety information with us. We mamtain a record of this
information, and use it to assist us in identifying and resolving product safety
problems. ..

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and private labelers
to inform them of the involvement of their product in an accident situation. We also
give the information to others requesting information about specific products.
Manufacturers need the individual’s name so that they can obtain additional
information on the product or accident situation.

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow
us to disclose your name. If you request that your name remain confidential, we will
of course, honor that request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign

your name and date the document on the lines provided.

5 You are hereby authorized to disclose my name and address _
>< with the information collected on this case. 727 A A~ FC 7 &K zg
( X I e

— My identity is to remain confidential.

f-%f‘d?

(Date)




Doc No: 10670252A | Issue: 42 07/17/2006
- 07/14/2006 09:59:52 ‘

Incident Description: | was injured this past Sunday (7-9-086) while riding a Kite Tube at Norris Lake in Tennessee.
During the course of riding the Kite Tube it ‘ "

lifted off the water, at which time [ lost control of the tube itself. The Kite Tube began to swing back and forth then
flipped over causing

me to lose my grip on the handles. | was thrown into the water and the next thing | felt was a snap in my left knee.
| have been seen by

an orthopedic surgeon here locally in Cincinnati (Beacon Orthopedics), had X-rays and and MRI, and discovered |
suffered a torn Medial '

Collateral Ligament in my left knee.

Victim's age at time of incident = 39

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 7-9-06

Product involved = Kite Tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Unkonwn
Manufacturer street address =

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) =
Product involved still available = No

Product model and serial number, manufacture date =
Date product purchased =

Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only






1. Task Number : ~ | 2. Investigator’s ID : : : :
060721HWES5466 ’ - 8232 o EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3.OfficeCode | 4. Date of Accident 5.Date Initiated INVESTIGATION |
_ YR MO DAY YR MO DAY S REPORT

840 Co 2006 07 - 08 2006 07 30 ~ ' '
6. Synopsis of Accldent or Complaint UPC .unknown

A 37-year-old fema|e sustained fractured her ribs and vertebra while riding a klte tube towed by a motor boat.

The boat was traveling at approximately 30 MPH when the kite tube became airborne 5 to 10 feet above the water.
The kite tube suddenly inverted and slammed the victim into the water. The victim was transported to a trauma hospital
and was hospitalized for four days. The victim was wearing a life jacket. Drugs and alcohol were not involved.

MMENTS:.__YES
co OVERRULED;

,Acx—s:bwrm Bus 2

Revisions

[mmanwm

e ATTACHED

7. Location (Home, School, etc) ‘| 8. City- . * | 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE LAKE OWYHEE ' o OR

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name - - | 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa - | WEGO : | ‘ - _ | . UNKNOWN

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSTUFF INC.

Omaha, NE
11A. Second Product ' 11B. Trade/Brand Name 11C. Model Number
0 NONE : o | NONE
11D. Manufacturer Name and Address ‘ ' '
NONE
12. Age of Victim ' 13. Sex ‘ 14. Disposiﬁon 15. Injury Diagnosis
37 2 - Female » 4 - Hospitalized 57 - Fracture
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved . : (Operational / Travel)
. 31-UPPERTRUNK [ 1-Victim/Complainant -} 3-Other 17 /2 ,
20. Attachment(s). k 21. Case Source ‘ " | 22. Sample Collection Number
2 - Documents 05 - Newspaper .

23, Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

O Yes @ No (O Verbal
24, Review Date 25. Reviewed By -26. Regional Office Director
09/11/2006 9021 . Frank J. Nava °
27. Distribution ' : _ : 28. Source Document Number
Topka, Tanya L. o A _ NO670527A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 09/30/2006 OMB NO. 30410029
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' The victim and her husband were the respondents Add1t1onal mformatron was obtamed .

from the Sher1ﬁ’ s report and the State Marme Board staff.
Narrative -

This investigation was initiated by the regional office in respo‘nse to a news report
regarding a 37 year old female who was hospitalized with injuries sustained when k1te
tube inverted and slammed her abruptly into the water.

The victim was a healthy active 37 year old female who is married with children. The . -
victim is 62 inchies tall and weighs approximately 115 pounds. The victim is experienced -
in the use of water skis and wake boards. The victim was not using drugs or alcohol at .

the time of the event. The victim was wearing a life jacket when the event oceurred. ,

The kite tube was purchased new by the victim’s sister’s family. The kite tube was -
‘purchased at the beginning of summer 2006. Specific details about the exact date and

location of the purchase were not available. The victim’s sister’s family also own and =
- operate the tow boat that was wsed at the time of the event. The tow boat was a 2005 = -

model 24 foot long recreational boat that is powered by a 385 horsepower inboard motor.

~ The event occurred on a lake located in a state adjacent to the state where the victim and °
her family reside. The lake is formed by a 413 foot high dam located in a high desert =
canyon.  The lake is 53 miles long with a surface area of 13,900 acres. The approximate
elevation of the area surrounding the lake is 4000 feet above sea level. The lake is
patrolled by the County Sheriff’s Department. Public and prrvate campgrounds are
located around the area surroundlng the lake.

The victim’s family and the sister’s famlly were camping at the lake for the: third t1me
during the 2006 summer season. They used the kite tube on each of the camping trips at
the lake. The victim rode in the tow boat and watched other family members use the kite
tube on previous camping trips.

The victim said that her husband fell off of the kite tube while being towed behind the
boat on ore occasion before the event occurred. She said that the kite tube was not
airborne at the time he fell. She said that he was not injured. She said that there were no
other incidents involving the kite tube before the event occurred.

- The event occurred on July 8, 2006 at approxrmately 7:18 PM The event occurred
during daylight under clear conditions. The air temperature was 98 degrees Fahrenheit;
the water temperature was 79 degrees Fahrenheit. The water surface was choppy with a
10 to 15 mile per hour wind.

The victim said that she was using the kite tube for the first time when the event

occurred. She said that she read the instructions and was familiar with operation of the
kite tube from watching other members in the group use the kite tube. The victim said

that she was riding the kite tube for approximately one minute when the event occurred.
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" The victim said that the boat was towing the kite tube'using the tow rope thatwas i
furnished with the kite tube. She said that the tow rope was adjusted to the’ longest
length ‘She and her husband could not estimate the length of the tow rope ST

The tow boat was driving into the wind when the event occurred The speed of the tow -
boat was approximately 30 miles per hour. The victim said the kite tube became airborne -
within one minute of the beginning of her ride on the kite tube. She said that the kite tube

was between 5 and 10 feet above the surface of the water. She said that she shifted her. ... -

weight forward on the kite tube as per the manufacturer’s instructions in an attempt to"
lower the herght of the kite tube « L

The victim said that the kite tube did not respond to her effort to lower the helght She = .

said the she held her grip tlght on the kite tube to avoid falling off. She said that the kite ‘ h B

tube inverted without warning and abruptly slammed her down onto the surface of the. .
water : : S

The victim complained about intense pain in her back when the tow boat. retrleved her -

. from the water. The family requested emergency assistance when the boat returned to the =

boat dock.- A local ambulance was summoned. Paramedics evaluated the victim’s
injuries and summoned a helicopter ambulance to transport the victim to a trauma
hospital The victim was transported by air approximately 50 miles to the ‘hospital '

" The event was 1nvest1gated by the County" Sherlff’ s Marine patrol The Shenft’ $ Deputy -
interviewed the victim’s family and witnesses. The State Marine Board collected reports
from the Sheriff’s Department and the boat operator. The Marine Board did not conduct
an independent investigation. A Marine Board staff member said that there was no
evidence of any safety violations and no fault in the operation of the boat Copres of the
official reports are attached to this report as exhibits. :

The victim was hospltahzed for four days following the event. She said that she:
sustained three fractured ribs and two fractured vertebras in her mid back. She said that”
one vertebra fracture was a compression fracture. The victim was strll recovermg from .
her injuries at the time of this 1nvest1gatron

The victim’s husband said that_ he contacted the kite tube manufacturer by telephone after
the event. He said that he was instructed to submit the information in writing. He said

that he submitted a detailed report to the manufacturer by email. He said that the
- manufacturer had not responded to his email at the time of this investigation

Product Identification
Brand: Wego

Manufacturer: Sports Stuff Inc.
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The brand and manufactﬁrer were obtained from the Sheriff’ s- report. The investigating
officials did not identify the model number or serial number of the kite tube.

_ The victim said that the kite tube was purchased new by her sister’s family at the
beginning of the 2006 summer season. Specific product identification and history
information was not available. Photographs of the kite tube were not available. The
owner of the kite tube did not respond to requests for an interview to provide additional
information about the kite tube.

The kite tube was towed behind a 27 foot long recreational boat powered by an inboard
motor. The kite tube was connected to the boat with the tow rope that was part of the
original equipment furnished with the kite tube. The length of the tow rope was not
available. The victim and her husband said that the tow rope was adjusted to its
maximum length at the time of the event. '

E Attachments

Exhibit # 1: Sheriff’s Report 2 pages)
Exhibit # 2: Marine Board Report (2 pages)

" Exhibit # 3: Victim’s Statement (1 page)
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Contact Sheet

Victim;
Husband:

Interviewed by telephone 8/31/06

State Official: Ashley Massey =
Oregon State Marine Board
- 435 Commercial Street
Salem, OR 97309
- (503) 378-2623

Contacted in person: 07/26/2006

The victim’s husband contacted the manufacturer by telephone and email
after the event occurred. A copy of the husband’s email message to the
manufacturer was requested but not received. The CPSC investigator- d1d
not contact the manufacturer as part of this 1nvest1gat10n , :

The State Marine Board did not conduct an independent investigation of this
event. The Marine Board rehed on information collected by the Shenff s
Department. '



“Task Number:  060721HWES5466

Date_ﬁ _09/08/06__~__
Status of Missing Document(s)

~ The official records below were requested for this invésﬁgation report, but could not be -
obtained. S S

1. husband’s COrrespondencc with the manufacturer




1. Task Number . 2 Investigator's ID
060609HCC 1577 ‘ 9052 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3 Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5 Datelnitiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 2006 06 04 2006 06 14
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC

A 28-year-old male was riding a kite tube whenit started to go out of control. He jumped off of it but was hit by the
tube and knocked unconscious. He was immediately helped out of the water. He gained consciousness by the
time the medical personne! arrived. He was treated at a hospital. He has since recovered. .

7/@/05

A

7. Location (Home, School, etc) : 8 City 9. State
9- SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE INDIAN ROCKS BEACH FL

1CA FirstProduct 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C, Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO/SPORTSTUFF UNKNOWN

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSTUFF,INC

11213 E. Circle, #A

Omaha, NE 68137—1243

11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name » 11C. Model Number
0 NONE NONE

11D. Manufacturer Name and Address

NONE

12. Age of Victim . 13. Sex . 14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
28 I -Male 4 -Hospitalized. 52 - Concussion

16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent

Invoked . _ ~ (Operationa} / Travel)

75-HEAD § - Victim/Complainant 1 - On-Site 15/ 4

20. Attachment(s) . 21. Case Source ' 2 2 Sample Collection Nurﬁber
2 - Documents 07 -Consumer Complaint

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

=) Yes @ No O verbal

24, Re,yi:ew Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
07/1312006 8189 Eric B. Ault

27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number
Dobbins, Allen C., Gabriel, Susan S.; Ingle, Robin L. \0660124A

_7
CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for use through 0913012006 OMB NO. 30410029
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Information contained in this report was obtained from a telephone conversation with the
complainant and from an on-site visit with the complainant’s wife.

The victim in this incident was a 28-year-old male, the complainants’ son. According to
the complainant, the victim is in good health and has no mental or physical disabilities.
He weighs approximately 152 pounds and is five feet, eight inches tall. The victim grew
up around the water and was familiar with boating and boating activities. He has always
been very athletic and has participated in many water sports through the years.

The complainant was the operator of the boat at the time of the incident. He has operated
boats and been involved in waters sports for many years. He was familiar with the boat
and how to tow someone behind the boat. The complainant stated that there was no
alcohol or drugs involved during this incident. This was a family outing with members of
his family and some of the victim’s friends.

The product involved was a kite tube. The victim had purchased the kite tube online

from ebay.com. The complainant stated the kite tube was new and was still in the
packaging box when the victim received it. The tow rope for the kite tube came with the:
kite tube. It was also brand new and in very good shape. According to the complainant,
the victim read all the instructions and warnings that were on the package and the product '
before he used the kite tube.

The day before the incident, the victim and some of his friends tried out the kite tube.
They used it a few times and realized it can suddenly get out of control and swing
sideways very fast and then crash down into the water. The victim and his friends told
the complainant that they found it safer to jump off of the kite tube into the water when it
started to fly erratically. The victim told each of the riders to hold up both hands in the
water after they jumped off to signal to the people in the boat that they were alright. This
signal allowed the driver of the boat to know the rider was alright and did not need
immediate assistance.

On the day of the incident, the victim had some friends and his girlfriend over to ride the
kite tube. The complainant’s wife stated that the weather was warm and clear and there
was little wind, if any. The weather report for the day of the incident showed the
temperature was approximately 87 degrees Fahrenheit. It was a clear day with no
precipitation. The wind was in a westerly direction at approximately 12 miles per hour.
They had started riding the kite tube around 10:00 am in the morning and then stopped
for lunch. They took turns allowing each one to ride the kite tube.

After lunch, the complainant went out on the boat with the victim, the victim’s girlfriend,
the victim’s two friends, his daughter and her husband and his granddaughter. The
complainant was the operator of the boat while the victim and his friends took turns
riding on the kite tube.
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According to the instructions that accompanied the kite tube, the operator of the boat
starts out slowly and then picks up speed to make the kite tube fly in the air. The
complainant stated he was very cautious of the kite tube and would only go the speed that
it took to lift the kite tube in the air. If he saw there was a problem with the kite tube, he
would throttle down (slow down the boat speed) to try to get the kite tube back in control.
The victim and his friends rode the kite tube a few times before the incident.

The victim was wearing a bathing suit and a life vest when he attempted to ride the kite
tube with the complainant at the wheel of the boat. The complainant stated he started
slowly and accelerated very slowly only to the point that was needed to lift the kite tube

in the air. He estimated that he was going approximately 25 to 35 miles per hour. As the -
victim was riding the kite tube, the complainant saw that the kite tube was starting to get
out of control. He explained that he saw the kite tube start to swerve from side to side

like a kite without a tail. The complainant immediately slowed down the boat. At the
same time, the victim felt that the kite tube was going out of control, so he attempted to
jump into the water rather than stay on the kite tube and crash into the water with the kite .
tube. : :

When the victim jumped off the kite tube on the left side, the kite tube suddenly swung to
the left and hit him, knocking him unconscious. When he hit the water, he was
unconscious. ‘

The victim’s girlfriend saw that the victim was not lifting both his arms out of the water
after he landed in the water, so she had the complainant immediately turn the boat around
to help the victim. When the boat got to the victim, they saw him floating face down in
the water.

His two friends, along with the complainant’s son-in-law jumped out of the boat and
turned the victim over. The complainant estimated that the victim was in the water for
less than one minute before the victim’s friends jumped in to help him. They were able
to get the victim back on the boat, but he was still unconscious. One friend disconnected
the kite tube from the boat and stayed in the water with the kite tube while the
complainant called 911. The complainant asked the emergency personnel to meet him at
their home which was the closest place to meet. The complainant drove the boat to the
dock behind his home to meet with the emergency personnel. While driving back to the
dock, the victim’s friends tried to help the victim bring up the salt water he had
swallowed while in the water. He gagged some and threw up a lot of water.

By the time the complainant got back to the dock behind his house, the victim was
starting to come to. The emergency personnel arrived and gave the victim oxygen. The
victim was taken to the hospital where he was kept over night to receive oxygen and to be
monitored for any other problems from the incident. ' )
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The complainant’s wife stated the victim was released from the hospital the next day and
has since recovered from this incident.

The complainant related that the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
investigated this incident. The complainant was told that since he was the operator of the
boat at the time of the incident, he was responsible for the incident. He was issued a
warning for careless operation.

The complainant stated the instructions for the kite tube indicated that the boat had to
slowly speed up in order for the kite tube to become airborne. If he had operated the boat
at a lower speed, the kite tube would not have gone into the air as it was designed to do.
However, according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife officer, he was operating the boat
carelessly by going at a speed that was unsafe for the rider.

The complainant added that there is absolutely no control for either the operator of the
boat or for the rider when the kite tube is in the air. The kite tube is like flying a kite
without a tail. The kite tube can fly fine for a while but there is no way of knowing when
it will start to sway from side to side or crash into the water similar to a kite without a
tail. The complainant stated he will never have a kite tube attached to his boat ever
again. He believes the kite tube is a dangerous product because there is no way to control
it. He added there were many warnings on the kite tube but there was no warning about
not having any control when the kite tube is in the air.

The complainant related that the victim packed the kite tube back in the box and sold it -
online on ebay.com.

The officer with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission who issued the
warning to the complainant was contacted. He stated this was a new water sport this
year. He related the boat operator is still responsible for what happens when he is towing
someone behind boat. Since someone was injured, the boat operator was issued a
warning for careless operation of the boat. A copy of the accident investigation was
requested but was not received.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:
The product involved was a Wego kite tube. It is a circular tube that when blown up,
becomes the kite tube. It is red, yellow and black in color. The manufacturer is

Sportstuff Inc, 12213 E. Circle, #A, Omaha, NE. There is a clear plastic near the top of
the kite tube that is a window for the rider. It was made for one rider.

SAMPLE:

None collected.
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ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1 — Missing Document Form

Attachment 2 — Authorization for Release of Name
Attachment 3 — Identification of Contacts



Task Number: 060609HCC1577

Date: 7/11/06

Status of MiSsing Document(s)

The official records below were requested for this investigation report, but could not be
obtained. V

1. Copy of Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission’s accident report

2.




U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20207

U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential product safety problem.
The U. S. Consumer Product Safety Commission depends on concerned people to share
product safety information with us. We maintain a record of this information, and use it to
assist us in identifying and resolving product safety problems.

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and distributors to inform them of
the involvement of their product in an incident situation. We also give the information to
others requesting information about specific products or hazards. Manufacturers may need
the individual’s name so that they can obtain additional information on the product or
incident situation.

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will allow us to disclose
your name. If you request that your name remain confidential, we will of course, honor that
request. After you have indicated your preference, please sign your name and date the
document on the lines provided. '

CPSC Hotline: 1-800-638-CPSC(2772) H CPSC's Web Site; http://www.cpsc.gov

Y


http://www.cpsc.gov

060609HCC1577 ’ ATTACHMENT 3

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Beach, FL 33785 ¢
3. Officer Richard Sc esano, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservatlon
Commission, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating Safety Section, 620

South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, FL. 32399 (850) 488-4676 — contacted by
telephone.







10690363A

If you have any changes, additions, or comments you wish to
make concerning your attached report, please make them in the space

below.

“The man@fc«c%uv(; name 1
Soork GtufF, ot Suger ShEE

| confirm that the information in the attached report (including any
changes, additions, or comments | have made) is accurate to the best

of my knowled
Dgte

1 i | request that you do not release my name.

You may release my narhé_ to the manufacturer but | request that
you not release it to the general public. :

L You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.



1. Task Number | 2. Investigator's 1D
060922CBB1806 9052 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3. Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated I_NVESTIGATION
: YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
810 ' 2006 09 17 2006 09 25
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint upC

A four-year-old male, who was riding in a towing tube behind a boat that was going less tﬁan 10 mph, was suffocating
when his whole body became wedged in between the blow up part of the tube and the lining that surrounds the tube.
He was hospitalized overnight and has since fully recovered.

WW/M% |

COMMENTS: _— YES Ao
OVERRULED; ——ATTACHED

éX-CTSlONSIFOIA Exs. ;2_5_&/
sions

NOTRENOTFY __RENOTIFY

7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City 9. State
9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE JACKSONVILLE FL

10A. First Product 10B. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa SPORTSTUFF/OUTLAW OUTLAW

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address’
SPORTSSTUFF
11213 East Circle #A
Omaha, NE 68137

11A. Second Product 11B. Trade/Brand Name ) 11C. Model Number
0 NONE ) NONE
11D. Manufacturer Name and Address ’
NONE '
12. Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
4 1- Male : 4 - Hospitalized ' 65 - Anoxia
16. Body Part(s) 17. Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved (Operational / Travel)
85 - ALL OF BODY 1 - Victim/Complainant 2 - Telephone 7/0
20. Attachment(s) 21. Case Source ' 22. Sample Collection Number
1 - Photographs 07 - Consumer Complaint

23. Permission to Disclose Name (Non NEISS Cases Only)

() Yes @ No () Verbal _ _
24. Review Date 25. Reviewed By 26. Regional Office Director
10/16/2006 9067 Eric B. Ault
27. Distribution 28. Source Document Number
Topka, Tanya L.; Putz, Scott W.; Gabriel, Susan S. 10690363A

CPSC FORM 182 (12/96) Approved for Use Thru 11/30/2006 OMB No. 3041-0029



060922CBB1806 -1-

Information contained within this report was obtained from a telephone conversation with
the complainant (mother of victim). The towing tube involved in this incident was
destroyed. Efforts to find an exemplar model at several Target stores were unsuccessful.

The victim in this incident was a four and one-half year old male. According to the
complainant, the victim weighs about 40 pounds and is 42 inches tall. She related that he
was larger than most four-year-old males. He is in good health and has no mental or
physical disabilities.

The product involved was a towing tube attached to the back of a boat by a towing rope. -
The complainant stated she purchased the towing tube from a local Target store during
the Labor Day weekend. The towing tube was on sale because it was a seasonal item.

The towing tube came in a box. The complainant stated that she read all the instructions
- and warnings on the box and on the towing tube itself. She added that she and her family
have grown up near the waterways in Florida and was very familiar with boating
activities and towing tubes.

Sﬁe selected this towing tube because it had a lining all around the tube allowing the
victim to sit in the middle of the tube. Her son would be able to sit in the middle of the
towing tube while being towed behind the back of the boat.

On September 17, 2006 in the afternoon, the complainant prepared to take the victim. out
on the towing tube. This was the first time the towing tube was used. The victim had his
‘bathing suit on and she put a life vest on him. The temperature was recorded as 87.1
degrees Fahrenheit with 49 percent humidity. It was mostly cloudy with winds from the
east at 9.2 miles per hour.

The complainant put the victim in the towing tube and was in a small boat with five other
adults. The towing rope was tied to a small tab attached to the outside lining of the
towing tube: The boat was on a small creek near the complainant’s home. The driver of
. the boat was going less than ten miles per hour when they were pulling the towing tube
with the victim in the middle of the tube. The tube was approximately ten feet behind the
boat.

They had been towing the victim in the towing tube for about five minutes when they
could no longer see the victim in the towing tube. The driver of the boat immediately -
stopped the boat and several of them pulled the rope for the towing tube closer to the
boat. They did not see the victim in the towing tube, so they started looking in the water
for him. The water was dark and murky, so it was difficult to find anything in the water.

Approximately three to four minutes later, the complainant’s brother decided to look in
the towing tube again. This time, he discovered the victim had slid under the blow up



060922CBB1806 ' , -

part of the tube between the lining and the tube. His whole body was wedged between
the lining and the bottom of the blow up part of the tube.

.He immediately pulled the victim out from the towing tube and into the boat. The victim was
unresponsive and not breathing. The adults on the boat performed CPR and called 911.

The victim started breathing again but was very weak. He was taken to the hospital

where he stayed overnight for observation. He was discharged the next day and has since
recovered from this incident. He suffered no permanent damage.

The complainant stated the victim was without air for approximately three to five
minutes. She stated they lost precious time while looking for the victim in the water
rather than rescue him from the towing tube. She emphasized that when they looked at
the towing tube the first time, there was no sign of the victim in the tube. She never
thought to look between the lining and the blow up part of the tube. There was no such
warning on the packaging box or the towing tube.

- The victim told the complainant that he had his hands down on the lining and was trying
to move around to get better seated on the lining when his hands were sucked undemeath
the blow up part of the tube. He could not stop his whole body from being sucked under
* after his hands went between the lining and the blow up part of the tube.

The complainant related that there are handles on the top of the blow up part of the
towing tube but the victim could not reach the handles.

After the victim recovered from this incident, the victim and his father drove over the
towing tube with the father’s truck and destroyed the towing tube. The remnants of the
towing tube were thrown away in the trash.

Visits to several local Target stores were made to purchase an exemplar model of the
towing tube but none were found. The complainant stated it was a seasonal item that was
on sale when she purchased it during the Labor Day weekend.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

The complainant stated the towing tube was a SportsStuff Outlaw 52” towing tube. It
was triangular in shape. The lining completely covered the blow up part of the tube
making it completely covered on the bottom, so someone could sit in the middle of the
tube. She stated there were two handles on each side of the tube. There was a tab about
four inches long attached to the lining that was for the towing rope. The complainant
related that there were several warnings on the packaging box and on the towing tube
itself. ‘ '

The towing tube was purchased from a local Target store on sale. It was a seasonal item
and was on sale because it was the end of the season.



060922CBB1806
ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 — Photograph of the outlaw towing tube from website
Attachment 2 — Identification of Contacts

-3-



060922CBB1806 ATTACHMENT 1
PHOTOGRAPHS OF TOWING TUBE FROM WEBSITE

Photo 1 — View of the towing tube
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IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:




-

Doc No: 10690363A Issue: 51 09/22/2006
'09/20/2006 16:02:59

Name

Addre
City
State
Zip =
Email
Telep
Name
Victim

Victim

Victim

Victim's Zip =
Victim's Telephone =

Incident Description: My 41/2 year old son was sucked inside the lining of the Outlaw towable tube made by Super
Stuff. We purchased the 52"version. He became lodged inside and we were

unable to see him. We spent valuable time looking for him in the water when ali the while he was inside the tube
lining. My son was blue and non responsive when we pulled

him out. We had to perform mouth to mouth to bring him back.

Victim's age at time of incident = 41/2

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 9/17/06. ?

Product involved = boating tow tube

Product brand name/manufacturer = Outlaw 52" Super Stuff

Manufacturer street address = 11213 e circle suite a omaha ne 68137

Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = jacksonville florida

Product involved stili available = Yes _

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = model # 53-1126

Date product purchased = 9/06

Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only



DocNo: 10690363A

09/20/2006 16:02:59

Incident Description: My 4112 year old son was sucked inside the lining of the Outlaw towable tube
made by Super Stuff. We purchased the 52"version. He became lodged inside and we were

unable to see him. We spent valuable time looking for him in the water when all the while he was inside
the tube lining. My son was blue and non responsive when we pulled

him out. We had to perform mouth to mouth to bring him back. ‘

Victim's age at time of incident = 4112

Victim's sex = Male

Date of incident = 9/17/06

Product involved = boating tow tube

Produst brand namel/manufacturer = Outiaw 52" Super Siuft
Manufacturer street address = 11213 e circle suite a omaha ne 68137
Place where manufactured (City and State or Country) = jacksonville florida
Product involved still available = Yes

Product model and serial number, manufacture date = model # 53-1126
Date product purchased = 9106

Name Release = Release name to manufacturer only



1. Task Number 2 Investigator's iD
060628CWES5430 9068 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
3 Office Code 4. Date of Accident 5. Date Initiated INVESTIGATION
YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
840 2006 06 26 2006 06 28
6. Synopsis of Accident or Complaint UPC 029808 005185

A 42-year-old male died when the kite tube he was riding on lifted up to 4 feet and then suddenly crashedinto the
water. The victim hit the water and was knocked unconscious. He regained consciousness but then went into
cardiac arrest at the hospital. The victim was diagnosed with a broken collar bone, alacerated spleen, a bruised
liver and a hematoma. An autopsy was performed and the cause of death was listed as exsanguination, severed
hepatic artery and blunt force trauma :

——rr
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7. Location (Home, School, etc) 8. City || 9 State

9 - SPORTS OR RECREATION PLACE ST. GERMAIN W
10A. First Product 106. Trade/Brand Name 10C. Model Number
" 3200 - Water Tubing (activity, Appa WEGO KITE TUBE 53-5000

Omaha, NE

10D. Manufacturer Name and Address
SPORTSSTUFF, INC.
11213 E Circle Street, #A

11A Second Product

116. Trade/Brand Name

11C. Model Number

0 NONE NONE
11D. Manufacturer Name and Address
NONE
“2 Age of Victim 13. Sex 14. Disposition 15. Injury Diagnosis
42 1- Male 8- Death 66 - Hemorrhage
“16. Body Part(s) 17.'Respondent 18. Type of Investigation 19. Time Spent
Involved {Operationa} / Travel)
31-UPPER TRUNK 2 -Eyewitness 1-On-Site 12 /2
0. Attachment(s) 21. Case Source 22. Sample Collection Number
9 - Multiple Attachments 05 - Newspaper
23. Permission to Dis