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utilized in conducting this investigation.

Sample J-805-4383, which consists of the doll and doll face that were
involved in this accident, and sample J-805-4384, which consists of a
face for a doll that was obtained at the retailer where the victim's
family had purchased the doll face which was involved in this accident
were collected following this investigation.

A1l information contained in this report was prov1ded by the police
sergeant, who investigated this accident.
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Pre—Accident

The police sergeant explained that the victim was a normal, healthy
four month old girl who resided with her parents and four year old sister
on the second floor of a two family residence. The autopsy report
indicates that the victim weighed 5230 grams (approximately 1l 1/2 pounds).

The police sergeant stated that his investigation had disclosed that
alcohol, "drugs, and environmental conditions were not factors in this
accident. He explained that the victim’s mother had placed her in her crib
on her stomach at approximately 1600 hours and had placed several dolls in
this -crib also~—He added that one of these dolls had been made for the
victim by a relative who Had purchased a kit consisting of a doll’s.'face
and hands at a local craft store and had knitted the bedy and a blafket for
this doll.

Accident

The police sergeant stated that at approximately 1620 hours, the
victim’s mother found her on her stomach with the face of one of her dolls
covering her nose and mouth.

Post—Accident

The police sergeant stated that the victim’s mother had pulled the
doll’s face from the victim’s face and in doing so found that there was ”
considerable suction between the inside of the doll’s face and the victim’s -
face, that there was mucous and vomitus on the victim’s face and that the o
doll’s face was filled with vomitus. He added that she attempted to clear
the victim’s airway and when she was unsuccessful, she ran downstairs
carrying the victim to get help. The police sergeant explained that
attempts to revive the victim at the accident site and at the local
hospital emergency room were unsuccessful, that the victim was pronounced
dead at 1800 hours in-the emergency room, and that the cause of her death
has been listed as "asphyxiation due to obstruction of mouth and Mose by
plastic doll’s face"

The police report indicates that the victim had a respiratory
problem. However, the police sergeant gtated that in discussions with the
victim’s mother he had been informed that this condition was common in
young children and that the victim’s mother had been advised by her
physician that she would outgrow it.
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Product Identification

The plagtic face of the victim’s doll wag found to be approximately
2 1/4 inches wide. It has an open mouth, into which the plastic bottle in
the right doll’s hand, that is sold with it, is intended to be inserted.
It should be noted that the inside of the mouth of this plastic doll’s face
is sealed, so that air cannot pass through it. (See attached photographs
5, 6, and”7) No labeling was noted on this doll face or on the two hands,
which had been purchased with it.

‘According—tn—therpél}ce sergeant, thig doll face and hands had been
purchased as a kit at a local craft store (known as th y
one of the victim’s relatives, who had glued this doll’s face to a
ball-shaped piece of feoam and had then knitted an orange-~white colored
body, and attached hat to form a doll that was approximately twelve inches
tall.

The police sergeant allowed me to collect the subject doll as a
sample (J-805-4383) and he accompanied me to th . retail craft
store at: . The owner of this retail
store pointed out their supply of doll faces, and examination of the doll
faces on hand discleosed that only one of these doll fa®es was sold in a
kit, along with dolls hands and a bottle. Only one unit of this product
wag on hand at this time and it was collected as sample J-805-4384. The
owner—manager of this retall store reported that their only suppller of
doll’s faces has beengy B ',_ RN -,:_ R
and that the three inch doll 'aces which are sold in a kit with doll hands
and a bottle are designated as stylem T

The attached photographs (8-12) depict the doll face and hands, which
were sampled as J-805-4384, and their labeling. The doll face, bears a
gtick—-on label which reads,

The doll itgelf bears no other labeling and it is contained in a
clear plastic bag which is sealed closed w1th a cardboard label that reads
in part,

3"

"BABY FACE WITH HANDS AND BOTTLE
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Standards Information

No information was noted on the product or accompanying materials
regarding the involvement of a standard.

Exhibits:

Attached to this report as exhibits are:

Exhibit 1 Photocopy of Police Report (10 pages)

Exhibit 2 =~ - = Phaﬁocopy of Medical Examiner’s report and aqtdpsy
report. (11 pages) ~

Exhibit 3 Phatocopy of victim’s death certificate (2.pages)

Exhibit 4 Photographs (12 pages)

Photographs 1 and 2 Depict the doll which was involved in this accident.
Photographs 3,4,5 Depict the doll’s head and face.

Photographs 6 and 7 Close~up pﬁotographs of the inside of the doll’s
face.

Photographs 8 - 12 Depict a doll’s face and hands and their labeling.
This doll’s face was sampled (J-805-4384) at the
retail store where the victim’s family had purchased
the face for her doll.
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‘1, CASE NO.i . INVESTIGATOR'S 10" | 3. GFFICE CORE . )
R EPIDEMIOLUGIC
850712CCC1253 ) 816189 8i1 |5 Cp . ; h""
4, DATE OF YR MO 0AY 5. CATE YR MO 0AY 0& lNVESTIGATIUN
ACCIDENT ] [ ) I | |
815/ 00 6] UL]| wmareo . (815]018]210 Co(g) REPORT
O

6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR compLaint _An 18 month 0ld male was uninjured when he placed a toy over

%)

his nose and mouth.

The action of the baby inhaling caused the toy to become stuck in

place- a seal being formed between the toy and the baby's face.

He mwas freed by his

mother. The toy is a plastic sphere from which

a portion has been cut away leaving a

hole 3 7/8 inches in diameter.

7. LOCATION (Homae, school, ate.)

~

8. CITY

Home Q

(1iving room) L

Ypsilanti

3. STATE

10A. FIAST PRODOUCT

11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME

) v MANUFACTURER &
108. SECONO PRQOUCT 118. TRADE/BRAND NAME
MANUFACTURER & ADORESS
0} 01 04..0
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX (Usa numerical code) 14. DISPOSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
FEMALE .2 I 9 || No Inj 7 1
FEMALE -2 N nj o Injury
21 1] 8 UNKNCWN -3 °© Jjury Jur
16. 8GDY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION 19. TIME SPENT
ON SITE 1
No Injur 9] ¢ Mother 1 TELEPHANE 2 .
jury JELER 2 1 0f{ 3/ 0} TH2
20. ATTACHMENTS 2l. CASE SQURCE 22, REVIEWED 8Y YR MO DAY
. l T T
Photographs Hot Line L . ) CZ
]
0|7 8l 1419 8:.51019/0:3
23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES
(NON-NMEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME XX CPSC MAY NOT OISCLOSE MY NAME
24, NARRATIVE (See [n3tructions on Other Sids) DATE

(USE OTHER SIDE AND ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY)

25. REGIONAL QFFICE, DIRECTQR REVIEW
>
o

9/3/251

~cts \dentified

gxcepted bY
T Fims Notifieds

am—
Comments Process!

CPSC FORM NO. 182 (Revisaa 7/83)

APPROVED FOR USE THROUGH 39/30/8% OMB NO. 3041-0029
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SYNOPSIS:

An 18 month old male was uninjured when he placed a toy over his nose and
mouth. The action of the baby inhaling caused the toy to become stuck in
place, a seal being formed between the toy and the baby's face. He was
freed by his mother. The toy is a plastic sphere from which a portion
has been cut away leaving a hole 3 7/8th inches in diameter.

ACCIDENT INFORMATION:

In March, 1984, the mother began purchasing mail-order toys. The
distributor, Johnson & Johnson, provides one toy every few months. Each
is specifically designed for the age of the child involved. 2n invoice

is received with each toy and payment is made via a self-addressed envelope
provided with the invoice. The family had purchased four different toys

in this manner. No probl»ms have been encountered save for the incident

cited in this 1nvest&ga%&e&

In March, 1985, the toy involved in this incident was received.. The baBy
was 16 months old at that-time. The consumer indicated that she believes
the theme for this toy "space and concepts". Instructions were received
with the toy but have since been discarded. The toy consists of 4 separate
pieces, the largest being a yellowish tinted, transparent plastic sphere
with a portion cut away leaving a 3 7/8th inch in diameter hole. Embossed
in the plastic opposite from the hole is the following:
 Embossed on the side of the sphere near the hole is the following:
Three small plastic balls approximately 2 inches in diameter
are also part of the toy. These can be placed inside the larger sphere
through the hole. The three small balls are not labeled.

The mother said that she rotates her son's toys on a weekly basis to
prevent him from becoming bored with an specific toy. Toys not used
during the week are set aside so that her son does not have access to them.
The mother estimated that her son would use the "space and concepts" toy
one or two hours per day and had used the product for a total of about

two weeks prior to the incident.

On 6/11/85 the boy had been playing with the "space and concepts" toy for
about ten minutes. At the time the incident occurred the son weighed -
aporoximately 28 lbs. and was 18 months old. The mother describes the
boy as a normal healthy child with no facial abnormalities. The child
was playing with the toy in the living room of the family home. The
mother was in the kitchen when she heard a muffled sound coming from the
living room. She went to investigate the noise and found that her son
had placed the yellow sphere over his face. An air tight seal had been
formed between the edge of the hole and her son's face. His nose and
mouth were covered. The mother was able to remove the sphere without
incident. The child recovered immediately and no medical attention was sought.



toy's theme is "space and concepts”. It is dlatrlbuted ke
# The mother did not have an address foliiiRioN _

After the incident the mother contacted Subil

IDI850712CCC1253 -2-

epresentative admiiedie o {9%6| lnformed her of the 1nc1dent
:t“i“=has since contacted the mother and informed her tha
’ las done testing trying to recreate the incident. i

sald that the flrm has not been able to duplicate the incident.

so said that this is the only incident of th's _
which the firm is aware. The mother indicated ‘that s -
wanted to examine their unlt of,
to sent the product tcil .

The mother informed me that she recently placed the large sphere over her
son's nose and mouth and was able to recreate the incident. She said that
she has tried to duplicate it with her older children but was not able to
effect an air tight seal. BHer conclusion is that her son's nose is flat
enough that, when properly placed the edges of the hole in the sphere can
form an air tlgh378eai—thhihls face.

1 asked the mother if the toy was age labeled. She said that informatibn
on age labeling was with the instructions which have since been discarded.
She believed that the age labeling was for either six months and up or
three montihs and up.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

This toy can be purchased by mail order only. The mother felt that the

lieves that the payment for the toy was sent to a Cltj in Pennsylvanla.
The toy consist of four items. The largest is a yellowish tinted,
plastic sphere with a portlon removed leaving a 3 7/8th inch diameter -
opening. This sphere is labeled
Three small plastic balls approximately 2 inches in diameter are also
part of the toy and can be placed inside the larger sphere.
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AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

~Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential
product safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commlssmn depends

on concerned people to share product safety miormauon with us. We

maintain a record’ of this mformanon, and use it to assist us in- \dennfymg' .

and resolving product safety problems.

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and private
labelers to inform them of the involvement of their product in an accident

situation. We also give the information to others requesting information

‘about specific products. Manufacturers need the individual's name so that

they can obtain additional information on the product or accident situation.

Would you plea.se' indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will

allow us to disclose your name. If you request that your name remain

confidential, we will of course, honor that request. After you have indicated -

your preference, please sign your name and date. the document on the lines

provided.

You are hereby authorized to disclose my nam»e'and address

4]

with the information collected on this case. =~

My identity is to remain confidential.

2\ (g 55
(D& ‘
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2. INVESTIGATQR’'S IO 3. QFFICE COQE

1. CcAsEe NQ. + Xs’&iéoﬁv

850409HCC3175 I 81015:7 ‘ 8 0

ACCIOENT INVESTIGATION

1 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
e T i INVESTIGATION

] ]
8 |5 | 0! 2]0!'8 INITIATED 8:1 5 O:L 4 1; > REPORT

6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR compLaint 2 _Seven month old female was found accidentally asphyxiated

in her crib with % Wtockmg) container sealed over hemgouth gnd nose.

i) C\ei% ( M

gL ad

= Mg shaped 1l 1 '2 3'} MANUFACTURER & ACORESSNSNINE

container for nvlon st ines

108. SECOND PROQOUCT 118. TRAQE/BRANDO NAME
. MANUFACTURER & ADQOR

Nd&g¥é
;mt\s 3558
S-SV I
7. LOCATION (Homa, sciool. ete.) 5. Ty Com™e 3. STATE
Hare ~ bedroam 1i 0 Lakeland . Florida 112
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 7 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME

crib to sleeg T

(USE OQTHER SIDE AND ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARWY)

ACCIDENT:
dical examiner's report states that the infant was_found
gggdm$n the mornlng of February 8, 1985, with 4 of a white
p1a5t1c tocking coOntainer sealed t1ght1{ over the
victim'sS mouth and nosé. The report states_thalt it required some
effort to remove the container from the child's face.
POST ACCIDENT: -
was found dead in her crib with the aforementioned
,%ggntamer sealed over the victim's nose and mouth. he
eailca] examiner's report states that resuscitation was attempted

None
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX (Use numencal code) 14. DISPCSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNQOSIS
. MALE c -1 R T
FEMA - . - 4
210 |7 UnkNown -3 |2 Dead at scene 7 | | asphyxia 7171
18, 8O0Y PART . 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVLTTIGATION 19. TIME SPENT
ON SITE 1
All 815 Medical Examiner 3 A ONE 2 1 2 {=44o
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOQURCE 22. REVIEWED 8Y YR MO DAY
. | T T
Multi [:] Coroner 112 8/ 0] - 0O 8! 5 0;5 ,1 !0
23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES -
(NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME SPSC MAY NOT OISCLOSE MY NAME | X
24. NARRATIVE (See [natrucrions on Other Sids) R REVIEW DATE
PRE-ACCIDENT: ///(://4b
- ; 4
The vijctim was given a completé 1»9Jcontapner by her
mother as-a playthi g at tge ti was placed inm-her

CPSC FORM NOQ. 182 (Revised 7/81) APPRQOVED FOR USE THACUGH J9/30/88 OMB NO. 3041-3029
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POST ACCIDENT: (Continued)

by the EMT's but was unsuccessful. The infant was later
pronounced dead at the emergency room at the local hospital at
10:59 hours. Death, according to the medical-examiner's report,
was because of accidental asphyxiation with WM tocking
cup.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:
I did not have an opportunity to view th”plastic stocking
container; however, the medical report states the cup was of N

plastic. The Trade Name Directory lists the compa

GrafatiaF DL .
o i Was & 15 b i "\"‘"‘.’ ?
e N [ RS SRR PR .

Th ontainer is in the shape of a large egg. .The

container is opened by twisting the container in the middle. The
egg then separates into one Targe cup and a matching smaller cup.
Apparently, the victim's mother gave the child the entire egg -
container to play with in her crib at bedtime. The child -
apparently was able to separate the egg container into the afore
described cups. The record does not show whether the larger or
smaller cup was involved in the accident, however, the diameter
of either cup would be the same as they have to match in order to
put the egg together.

The autopsy report did not state that the cup was broken, and,
therefore, it is assumed that the circumference of the cup was
not broken.

EES

EXHIBITS:

The following exhibits are attached:

1. Copy of Autopsy Report L

2. Copy of Assignment Report with the Medical Examiner's and
Coroner's Alert Reports i

NOTE: A copy of the sheriff's report has been requested but, to
date, has not been received.

EJM:gc
5/6/85
5/13/85



AUTOPSY PROTOCOL

Ah‘tODSY No. w" Medica! Examiner No. %‘.

Name: 5% Age: 7meSex:¢  Race:
Date and Time of Death: Law Enforcement Ageney:
Date and Time of Autopsy: 2/8/85 1:30 p.m. ‘ Pg?k Cut' ne'rwif";ls NFfice
. .y . ase & " vex.
Pathologist: S AR Pkt . Voo
SUMMARY .
—— ~ CAUSE OF DEATH: . . ‘
¥‘w »
i Accidenta’ asohyxia. ‘ e .
) 2.
'.‘.'-F;:A
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GROSS JESCRIPTION

CXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

The body is that of an unembalmed, normally developed, wel'! nourishod white
female infant, weighing 9350 ams. and measuring 71.cm. from crown to reel,
fhe clothing has been removed prior to my examination.

£xamination of the face discloses a small, pink crease acruss the bridoe of
the nose, measuring 6 mm. in length. In addition, there 15 4 faintly visible
circular impression surrounding the mouth and nose, which corresponds %o the,
edge of the "lLega's" stocking cup submitted with the body. The internz’
diameter of the opening- the stocking cup is 7 c¢m. and there is driec bHloody
fluid within the inner aspec* of it. There is conjunctival injection. The
1ips and-oral cgvity are unremarkable. There are no other external evidences
of trauma except fdr multiple venipuncture marks at the richt anteriar neck,
both antecubital fossae,.both inguinal areas, and right fromto-parietal scalp.
There is a cut-down over the inner aspect of the left ankli. A slight diaper -
rash is present. i e

. e

-

80ODY CAVITIES:

aT -

The body is opened through the usual Y-shaped incisicns The cavities are
unremarkable. .
NECK AND MEDIASTINUM: . .

The contents of the neck are dissected in lavers, fo ‘owinc eviscerztion of th
. body cavities and remnval of *he brain. There is a sme’’ »m2unt of 2ruising i
the region of the venipuncture mark situated at the “ower -*:77 anter~igr neck.
The hyoid bune is intact and the larynx is norma’. v

THYMUS : : =3

- h

-

The thymus weignhs 8 gms. !+ ‘s composed of the usual lob.7azed tan tissue.r

AORTA AND GREAT VESSELS: . -

No evidence of conagenital malformations. - .

HEART :

The heart weighs 42 ams. There are no congenital malfermazions. Tccisional
epicardial petechial hemorrhaces are present.

- ~

LUNGS: -
The right and left lungs weigh 124 gms. anc 117 oms. regoe Tivelvy, TR2 ple
surfaces are smooth. There are rare subnleural 2eteciia’ neewrriaces.  got
lungs are fully exoanded and oink. .On seczioning, trere wird coraastion




rdae

SiMETN:
"ne spleen weiahs 27 agws. It is unremarkabie.
LIMENTARY TRACT:

The esophagus is norma’. The stomach contains a small amourt o partially
Jivested milk. The small and Targe bowe! are unremarkable.

LIvER, GALLBLARDER, AND EILE DUCTS:

Tne liver weighs 350 gms. Or sectioning, the parenchyma is normal,

PANCRZAS:
Unremarkabie.
_ ADRENAL GLANDS: o
Unremarkable. ° '

URINARY TRACT: .
The right and left kidneys weigh 39 gms. and 41 gms. respectively. The-usual
fetal lobulations are evident. On sectioning, the architecture is normal. Tt
ureters empty ncrmally into the bladder. -t

>3

REPROUUCTIVE TRACT:

Unremarkable. -2

" CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: . ;

The scalp is normal and the calvarium is intact. The fontane's are flat- U»o
removal of the calvarium, there is no evidence of intracranial bleeding. Th
brain is qrossly symmetrical, weighing 800 gms. The vessels of the pia-arac
are moderate v congested. The Hratn is examires by s<er cecti.oning, reveai-
nu gross apnormaiities.




MICROSCOPIC DESCRIPTION

TH R ' GLAND .

Nu lesions.

LARYNY :
No lesions.
FHYMUS. 2
Mo Tesions.
HEAKD T,
No lesions. _
LUNGS:

Vascular congestion with fecal intrapulmonary hemorrhage.
tial lymphoid nodules with reactive germinal centers. .

HILAR LYMPH NODES:
Mild reactive hypero?asié.
SPLEEN:
.Unremarkab1e.
LIVER:
Unremarkahie.
ADRENAL GLANDS;
Unremarkable.
KIDNEYS:
Mild vascular ccncestion.

BRAIN:

Lerebrovascular congeszion.



MEDICAL EXAMINER, DISTRICT TEN

. . LR [
J. Drawer 367 . . Caereeane, M oee'y 228029

/

-Autopsy No

Name:
DateandTi
Date and Th

Pathologist

W Medical Examiner No. m :
P A e DA 8 0s g AN Age: s Sex ¥ Race: [,
me ot Death: 2/8/85 ? 10:00 a.m. Law Enforcement Agency:
e ul Autopsy: 2/8/85 @ 1:30 p.m PO]“COU”’: Shwerifflg dFfira
. . ) ) T Case ;
-~ :4-;‘ ..
- ’ SUMMARY S,
INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS :
*"‘“’mg—u:- R
This seven month old female infant was found dgad.ig bed on the orning of the"@fgac
February, 1985. One-half of a white plasti stocking cup was tightly fixec

over the mouth and nose and required some effort to remove. Attempts at resuscitat
by the EMTs and the LRMC-ER were unsuccessful. The infant was pronounced dead in tf
ER at 10:59 a.m. on the 8th of February, 1985. ST

=

There was no history of antecedent illness.
- ot 2

. . LR, Ll

Post nortem examination revealed a crease across the bridge of the nose and surrounc
the nose and mouth, corresponding *o the diameter.of th stocking cup. ~ A sm
amount of dried bloody fluid was present on the inner aspect of the cup. The gross
and microscopic examination was unremarkable except for changes consistent with-.ano

-~ .

Death resulted from accidental asonyxiation with a "L'Eggs™ sto:zking cup. -~
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1..CASE NN. 2. INVESTIGATOR'S ID 3. OFFICE CODE

L) SEPIDEMIOLOGIC
840307CHIOS73 Bi13131] 7 811 18 N NVEST]GA]10N

ACCIDENT i INVESTIGATION I ! !

1
8! 3|1 13 INITIATED 8! 4013 |1!5 REPORT

{

b — —
—

A 14 month old male was found struggling, with the
6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

cup shaped head of his toy stuck onto his face, covering his mouth & nose.

His mother had to break the vacuum by prving up the edge with her fineernailk

before she was able to remove the toy. The child was not injured
7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc.) - 8. CITY 9. STATE
) o : , SE
home Family ¥oom —6 Mukwanago Wi
10A. FIRST PRODUCT o — °' 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME
Stacklgg Toy 1 Lalo | g
(Bluebird) AN . Lo
108B. SECOND PRODUCT . TRADE/BHA AME
MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
‘ ' ‘ None
Nane
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX (Use numerical code) 14. DISPOSITION ] 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
_ MALE -1
21 1164 nown 3. 1L No injury 9 None 711
16. BOOY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION 19. TIME SPENT
ON SITE 1 6.0
TELEPHONE 2 . .
none alg 1 OTHER 3 g Er 215
Mother ol 0
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 22. REVIEWEQ BY YR MO DAY
- T ]
1 NSV AN )
Prod. Mfg. 1 3 o ] 1 )
Photos g ?

L4

23. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Other Side) .
CPSC may disclose name

L
__ﬂmsNdMaL
Comments Processed, -1y

(USE OTHER SIDE AND ADDITIONAL SHEETS [F NECESSARY)

CPSC FORM NQ. 182 (Ravised 8/81)



U. S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential

product safety problém ' The Consumer Product Safety Commission depends

- on_concerned- people to share product safety information with us. We

maintain a record of this mformauon, and use it to assist-us im xdenufymg

and resolving product safety problems.

We routinely forward this informartion to manufacturers and private
labelers to infarm them of the involvement of their product in an accident
situation. We also gi;/e the information to others requésting information
about specific products. Manufacturers need the individual's name so that

they cari obtain additional information on the product or accident situation.

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will
allow us to disclose your name. I[f you request that your name remain
confidential, we will of course, honor that request. After you have indicated

your preference, please sign your name and date the document on the lines

provided.
/)
1 You are hereby authorized to disclose my name and address
y'_/.l with the information collected on this case.

/

[ . My identity is 1o remain confidential.

'
e

"\\;@A@\\\i&m RS

(Signature) . (Date)



840307CHI0573

SUMMARY :

All information in this report was obtained from the child's mother. First
by telephone and then later by on-site investigation.

The child is now 18 months old, 33 inches tall, and weighs 33 lbs. At the
time of the incident he was 14 months old. During the telephone conversation
the mother estimated that at that time he was 29 inches tall and weighed from
25 to 30 pounds. However, during the on-site investigation she checked his
baby book and on October 3, age of 13 months he was 31 inches tall and weighed
29 pounds 2 ounces. The mother described him as a normal active child. This
investigator found him to be a friendly, active, extremely curious child,
aware of his surroundings, respon51ve to directions, and very adept in

motor abilities.

The mother claims—that-the child has never taken a bottle, was weaned at 9
months of age and has used a cup'since that time. He was never_a-cngld to
suck or chew on his toys or put them over his face. He has a 1 gallon plastic
bucket which he likes tgo put over his head and peek out from under.

He received the stacking toy as a late birthday gift around November 1, 1983.
The mother states that he loved the toy and took it with him every where for
the first couple of weeks. She states that she never let him take it to bed.
She states that the child used the toy often both in the bath tub and playing
on the floor. She states that he would sit for as long as 15 to 20 minutes
at a time, taking the toy apart and playing with it's various parts. He some—
times would chew on the little yellow rubber duck which is the center of the
toy.

On the day of the incident, November 13, or 14, 1983, the mother states that
the child was well, acting normally, and on no medications. He had napped
from 9 to 11:30 in the morning and his mother then fed him lunch and took him
with her into the family room which adjoins the kitchen. She sat him on the
floor about 2 feet in front of her and handed him thofMillEE oy to play
with. She sat on the sofa and began to read a book, looking up at the child
from time to time as he played with the toy by taking it apart. She thinks
that about 5 minutes had passed when she suddenly noticed the 51lence, that
is, the child wasn't babbling as he normally does. -

She glanced up and saw the child still 31tt1ng in place on the floor, the head
of the toy, beak up and centered, coverlng his nose and mouth. The child's
face was dark red, there were tears in his eyes and both hands were on the
head of the toy trying to pull it off. She immediately went to him and

tried to remove the head by pulling on it, but had no success. She then pryed
up the edge with her fingernails and by breaking the vaccum in this way,

was then able to pull off the head. It left a dark red indented ring mark
all around the child's face where the rim had touched. The rim was not wet

at all. The child did not vomit.



840307CHIO573 -2 -

After the toy was removed, the child cried for 30 seconds or so and then
calmed down. He appeared to have suffered no residual effects from the

incident. The mother continues to let him play with the other parts of

the toy, but has put the cup shaped head up away from him.

The mother wrote the toy manufacturer:describing the incident to them.

She states that in response she got a telephone call advising her that she
probably did not let the child struggle with it long enough, if she had
he would have been able to remove the toy.

PRODUCT INFORMATICN:

he orlglnal packagrng~and any further 1dent1f1catlon 1abe11ng was no longer
available. The toy itself is comprlsed of 5 separate pieces which- §tack to-
gether to fonn».‘;;gg;x~na: Four pieces are of rigid plastic construction.
The 3-1/2 diame¥TEreub-Shaped head can be used as a pouring cup. The

center tail section can serve as a funnel, the nest section is a strainer,
the bird's body is a bowl, and the center section is a squeezeable soft baby
bird. .

The toy was received as gift approximately 2 weeks before the incident and
had been used regularly by the child for those 2 weeks. The mother does not
recall seeing the child put the cup shaped head to his face at any time prior
to the incident.

ATTACHEMENTS :

Exhibit 1: Fhotographs.
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